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RAILS 

FAST CAR 

T he thingrti people 
do! 

No they didn’t 
leave these flashy 
ears behind at the left 
lu^grage counter. 
Britain’s fastest lady 
(no pun intended) 
Heather Bailly and 
more than a dosen 
speed aoes took off 
recently firom 
London’s Victoria 
station in a fleet of 
gleaming sports oars. 




Their aim: to beat the 
fkmous Oriental 
Express. 

They hope that this 
head-off against the 
Oriental Express will 
become an annual 
event in which they 
will chase the train 
for 30 hours to 
Venice. 

The drivers, 
included Sir Jack 
Brabham’s Formula 
One driver son David 
and Le Alans winner 
Derek Bell’s fon 
Justin. 

The reason for 
doing all this—Just 
for the heck it. 


THE IRONIES 
OF LIFE 

DUSTY DEATH 


S O near sad yM as fitf. 
That sovnds UBS. 
KieeittviiMtiM 
objest vtthtai diBtaiKe 
hapiMDBtohedeatlL 

That's what happened to 
POnaala Oae nii^ drtrv 
HaidB Demieily vhen he 
OMtutthanaoeldeBt 
desofted as the vent la n 
Biaee 1982. AttMupdad to 
liaprose the qaattOFlag 
idaee of bis ciuBel Lotus 
LaiBborhhlalftvthe 
^aalah6raadPrix,he 
enuhed Bose-flrst lato a 
barrier at aa estimatad 
speed of 180 The 

taapaettoretheearto 
pieees aad Doaaelj, stin 
seeured to his drlriaf seat 
by his safety haiaess, was 
eatapultedootofthe 
disliriefrattac wteekaes. He 


loaded Uks a enoapled 
heap tn his aide la tlw 
iBlddle of the tiaah. IdAy 
for hha ao other ear was 
dose behlad Urn at that 
thae. 

lahelayiBotioBleBsoB 
the traeh, idBelals were 
sure he was dead, hi {het it 
seeuMd laiposslble that 
shynie eonld hare sanleed 
rash aa aeddeoL 

His legs and collar boos 
were teokoi. his dcuU was 
braised aad he saftaed a 
mass itf other Iqiniles. 

The diim was flown out 
of the arena la a heUeopter 
aaibalanee. 

Doctors say that Om 
speed with which he was 
takea to hoqiltal perhaps 
sored his ilie.^peM. yes. 
That’s Miat (Dt him Into 
that condition in the lint 
plaoe. 

Life is sure fail of 
Ironies. 












TIE-BREAK 


P RESIDENT 
George Bush 
has tried not to 
let the Iraqi crisis 
.cramp his heavy 
vacation sports and 
holiday schedule and 
he has taken some 
serious criticism for 
it. However, he did 
have to interrupt one 
important match at 
Camp David with 
weekend guests Chris 
Evert and Pam 
Shriver for a call from 
Helmut Kohl. The 
chancellor phoned to 
tell Bush that Europe 
had agreed to join the 
United States in 
cutting off Iraqi oil. 
The President quipped 
“I’m in a tiebre^er. 
Very crucial time, but 
let the record show TU 
take the call." 


PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO' 


HORSETALK 


a RanpoBadmettMn 
wttaerteketwanla 
JoanuUstllowtiwsa 
tw« ^ tt into ttwlr iMad 
ttattlmrihooMoania 
hone. And ao tba eriekater 
(Bari Shasbl) and tte 
ioaiaalMBUHtonein 
vhaatbqr mat Into 
daitnenhhiefersinBe 
honeOesh at the Rival 
CalealtaThifanli. 

Now. baiiif a nee-hme 
owner Is a naik Id great 
oodal prestige ereo thODgb 
theaalmalshateaa 
appettto that ean eat eren 
the tdrlp wealttv n>t of 
poekeL 

BmtoeMalongstnp 
ihert: reeeiitlj, for oome 
raaaonw the ether, (the 
reason ns apparent later) 
oar porting due decided to 
get iM of the hose In the 
Inc’s last anetloa. Bat 
nipifoe of snipitoe, wboi 
the anotfoneer opened the 
bidding to the hoose there 
was BUnoe tom the other 
enllhere wen no taken. 

As a result, the bme 
sad Its two owners will 
haieteUretogethR 
happOpoter after. 







AWESOME 


TWOSOME/ 
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Waslm Akram and Waqar Younis are maturing jtito'ttie tap opMg bowlers of tbe 

world. Ask the lOwfs^ they*n you! 








A t the start of the 1990 

English county season few 
had heard of Waqar Younis, 
the Pakistani fast bowler At 
the end of the season there were 
few who had not The most crucial 
test a batsman faced was to square 
up to Younis and take a tew luns 
otf him He was the hottest 
piopei ty in cricket and his 
&ei vices wei e available tn st to 
Pakistan and then to Suney the 
county who had had the foi esight 
and the sti oke of luc k to sign him 
up in June 

Waqar Younis w as an Imi an 
Khan protege Imian who had 
already secured Wasim Akiam s 
place up in Lancashire now sent 
out feelers to his old county 
Sussex and to Middlesex He 
spoke glowingly of Younis but 
both counties played it cool 
Having monitoied Waqar s 
progress in Shaijah and in 
Austialia Imian knew that heie 
was a star who would serve 
Pakistan foi many years to come 
But first he needed grooming and 
a county stmt would be 
invaluable Atluasl Imian 
reasoned if he stai ted sending 
out fcelei s from now Waqar could 
join up with a county by 1991 
Sussex had almost promised to 
take him on next yeai Imran told 
Younis to stay m England lor the 
summei of 1990 on the perchance 
that something would come 
up—perhaps a few club games or 
second XI off eis 
Something did Imran had been 
in touch with Su ri ey as well In 
late May the county was facing 
the prospect of an encounter with 
Akram a Lancashire and asked 
Imran to send his protege down to 
The Foster’s Oval nets for some 
practice sessions Waqar Younis 
arrived at The Oval and bowled 
himself immediately mV3 the 
Surrey team The authorities 
there were stunned at his sheer 
speed and late movement They 
immediately signed Waqar on, 
grivmg the excuse of Tony Cray’s 
unfitness as a leason for ppeding 
an extra bowler and slotted him in 
for the May 30 Benson and 
Hedges quarter'flnals game 
against Lancashire Waqar gained 
clearance from the Pakiston 
Board just on the morning Of the 



M ike Selvey of The 
GuanHan, has 
been known to tear 
strips otf any player 
seen shrinking tiis duty. 
Buteyen he, spoke 
ebulliently ofAkram’s 
exploits... 


game at Old Trafford where he 
had a scintillating debut, 
finishing with figures of 
11 o 55 2, which included the 
wicket of fi lend Waaim Akram—a 
feat which clearly delighted the 
young man who had yet to turn 
twenty 

Thus was Waqar Younis let 
loose on the county scene Thus 
did the other counties let go of the 
chance to sign on a match 
winning bowlei one who would, 
half way through the season, top 
the bowling averages in the 
I presence of Akram, Marshall, 






Bishop and Walsh 

Waqar Younis, being a natural 
athlete, settled down well on the 
hard Oval wicket Which is 
usually a graveyard for pace 
bowlers, but when exploited in the 
corroot manner can generate an 
awlul lotofpfice as 
Northamptonshire found out to 
their dismay in early July when 
Waqar look the first of his many 
.six-WK ket haute Match winning 
figure.s()f 18 8 O'.'tG 6 in the 
flrittanic Assurance County 
Championship gave Surrey one of 
their fir.st county wins of the 
season 

Uui mg Ihenegoliatioiib, Imran 
had told Suricy that Waqar would 
be willing to bowl all day for thorn 
It spoke volumes about the 
keenness and determination of his 
young charge and Ian tJroig, his 
county captain, was stxm 
.speaking in glowing terms of the 
new addition to their squad 

Having settled down at The 
Oval, Waqar quickly created a 
fuiore amongst the oltiei countucs 
when he routed Wai wiokslme 
soon alter liis Northamptonshire 
tiiumph cmliiig up with figures of 
31 I 3-78 7 aiifl 1 I 0 .'35-4 in the 
Britlanic Assuiaiu e County 
Ctiampioiiship game which 
Surrey won by KiH runs From 
being at the bottom of the heap, an 


unfashionable county with no 
match winning prospects, Surrey, 
with Younis, was looking very 
dangerous indeed 

Said David Foot after his 
Warwickshire rout, "Younis is of 
no more than medium build and 
possesses a good natural action 
He is young enough to tear in like 
a sprinter, he keeps the bull up to 
the bat and has a lethal yorker up 
his sleeve Above all, he bowls 
straight “ (Guardian, July 10. 
1990) 

Tliat wc-ek he tupped the county 
bowling 

averages- 148 3-37-438-37 at an 
incredible average of 15 85 runs 
per wicket taken What, however, 
soon became apparent was that 
Younis was more effective with 
the old liall tiian the new and more 
that a large percentage of liis 
victims were out caught behind or 
trapped Ibw 

The fielders to lie applauded 
lliough would be the ones 
standing at first slip where edges 
would fly thick and fast Said 
Richard Peter after watching 
Waqar ‘In time naughty South 
London children may be warned 
by anxious pai eiits at if they 
misbehave they will field at slip to 
Younis ’(Guardian, 1 lJuly 
1990) 

Younis had clearly succeeded in 
c aptunng the imagination of 


J UST as left handed Wasim Akram became a perfect toil to Imran Knan, 
Waqar Younus (b Burewala, January 16,1971) could be on the way to 
complement Wasim Akran in days to come as evident from his superb 
performances in the on-going series against New Zealand in Pakistan 
He IS a muscular tearaway with a smooth rhythmic run-up He bowls 
beautiful outswing which at his pace is lethal 
Though born in Pakistan, he has spent his childhood in Sharjah 
idolizing Imran Khan He was to impress the Pakistan selectors in the 
under-19 Test series in Pakistan in early 1989 when he bagged seVen 
wickets in the two Tests he played against the touring Indians 
Selected to tour Sharjah for the Champions trophy in October 1989, he 
was to contribute meaningfully (3 for 28) in Pakistan’s win over West 
Indies playing only his second one-day match He was ably groomed by 
Imran during the Nehru Cup matches, and later in World Series Cup 
matches 

Before his sensational Test match performance against New Zealand 
(17 wickets in two Tests including ten wickets in the Lahore Test) 

Younus hogged the limelight in the last Austral-Asia Cup in Sharjah last 
April May when he took 17 wickets in four matches at just 7 41 runs 
apiece faking 4,6,5, and 2 wickets against India, Sri Lanka, New Zealand 
and Australia respectively 
Ravi Kant Srivaatava 





iiUounis is of no 
I more than 
medium buiid and 
possesses a good 
natural action. He is 
young enough to tear in 
like a sprinter; he 
keeps the hall up to the 
bat and has a lethal 
yorker up his sleeve. 
Above all, he bowls 
straight.”*—David Foot, 
The Guardian 


county cricket followers. Here 
was a cricketer who hardly could 
do anytliing wrong, Flven when 
Surrey lost to Middlesex at Lord’s 
Petei wrote“Younisbowled ..with 
hostility and little luck ” And 
luck, leaving no doubts as to 
where his loyalty lay, Peter ended 
with “In defeat, Younis had 
played as well a.s anyone.” 

Until now his Pakistan 
teammate in Lancashire. Wasmi 
Akram had been restricted in his 
performances on account of his 
recurring groin problem. Wasim 
had. in fact, appeared in a few 
one-day games for Lancashire 
taking 2-58 vs Kent and 4-34 vs 
Derbyshire in Lancashire's march 
towards a one-day cup final. Last 
yeai’ Akram’s exploits had won for 
them the Sunday League. This 
year Lancashire bagged the 
prestigious Benson and Hedges 
Cup beating Worcestershire in the 
Lord's final by 69 runs, and later 
the Nat West Trophy 

The accolades for Wasim’s 28 off 
21 balls and 11-0-30-3 bowling 
spell came thick and fast. The 
correspondent of the tabloid Daily 
Mail alluding to his injury said of 
this performance. “And he proved 
that while the strength of his flesh 
may be suspect, there is no , 

doubting the force of his will.” 

“The explosive talent of Wasim 
Akram, which makes him, in the 
eyes of Pakistan captain Imran 
Khtin, ‘the greatest all-rounder in 






the world, lit up the greatest 
stage in cricket yesterday, said 
Peter Hayter (DdilyMail July 15, 
1090) 

But the Mail is a tabloid paper, 
interested in ci eating sensation 
The Guardian is not. and Mike 
Selvey their very critical 
correspondent has been known to 
tear strips off any player seen 
shirking his duty But even he, in 
a story entitled Wasim epitomises 


the nse of the red rose,’ spoke 
ebulliently of Akram's exploits 
For him “the two moments of 
genius” belonged not to Mike 
Watkinson, the winner of the Gold 
Award, nor to Mike Atherton or 
Phil DeFreitas or Warren Hegg 
To him those moments' came 
from Wasim Akram.the one player 
to transcend the occasion and play 
CI icket at a level removed from 
anyone else Wasim is the 


^ / ilr«i i 





W AY back in the mid eighties Imran Khan had rated Wasim Akram (b 
Lahore June 3 1966) as the future Alan Davidson when he made a 
grand debut for Pakistan in New Zealand (bagging ten wirkets in only his 
second Test) and followed it up with sensational bowling (5 for 21 to upset 
the hosts Australia) in the World Championship of Cricket in the spring of 
1985 

A left arm paceman his whippy action helps him generate a lot of pace 
off the wicket and his ability to bring the ball in to the batsman gives him 
the variety skill and speed to harry the best batsmen 
Though he was not very successful (9 wickets in three Tests) against 
the Sri Lankans at home in the early 1985 86 season after the Rothmans 
Challenge Tournament at Sharjah and a one day series at home against 
West Indies he not only bloomed to his full potential in the second Asia 
Cup in Sri Lanka in March 1986 but was the most successful Pakistan 
bowler in the 1986 Austral Asia Cup Pakistan s maiden international 
triumph 

When Pakistan toured India a year later Akram had become the 
spearhead of the Pakistani bowling attack and finished with second most 
(13) wickets (behind Tauseef Ahmed s 16) 

Akram was to fare extremely well in England on Pakistan s full tour of 
England in 1987 and finished second (with 16 wickets) to mercurial 
skipper Imran Khan Contributing both with bat and ball he was one of 
the big performers in Pakistan s win at Headingley Impressed with his 
all round prowess Lancashire were to offer him a lucrative contract which 
he IS fulfilling to the best of his abilities In 10 matches in 1988 he took 31 
wickets at 21 48 runs apiece and scored 496 runs including a hundred In 
1989 playing in 13 matches he took 63 wickets at 17 73 but was slightly 
less successful with the bat A groin injury has been troubling him in 1990 
Akram was to bag the most wickets in the 4 Test senes against India 
last year and earlier this year in Australia he gave a succession of 
virtuoso performances with the bat and ball and served notice that he was 
ready to succeed Imran as one of the world s most influential 
all rounders 

In the first Test at Perth he exhibited thrilling fast bowling to take 
eleven wickets and win the MOM award In the second Test in Adelaide 
he was the joint top scorer (with 52 runs) in the first innings took five 
wickets in the Australian first innings and then blasted a masterful 123 
(with 18 tours and one six) to claim the Man of the Series award The third 
Test was a virtual washout 

In World Series Cup matches he could not keep the tempo shown 
during the Tests but was still more than useful with the bat In the first final 
at Melbourne he blasted 86 runs—his highest one day score—in almost 
no time In 97 one dayers to the end of Austral Asia Cup in May 1990 he 
had taken 130 wickets at 23 65 and scored 763 runs 
In the recent Karachi Test against the Kiwis it was his bowling 
contribution which brought victory to Pakistan and by the end of the 
second Test in Lahore had taken his wicket tally to 121 wickets at 25 85 
runs apiece in 34 Tests 
R.K.S 


business, no two ways about 
It three years ago Imran Khan 
was saying he would be the finest 
all-rounder in the world, now he is 
just that ” 

But the lad who caused all this 
furore remains delightfully 
unperturbed about It all While 
England gaped at his feat of 
claiming his 50th victim in^ll 
competitions only 47 days after 
joining Surrey, Waqar remained 
unassumingly modest though 
delighted with his progiess I 
thought I would be playing for 
Surrey seconds but 1 ve never 
tui ned out for them 
But then the aggressive streak 
that epitomises the performances 
of both him and Akram, which in 
fact IS enthusiastically and 
carefully nurtured by Imran and 
Javed sui faced, as he warned 
[ They say I m one of the fastest 
bowlers, but I can get quicker My 
secret is a late awing that's what 
got Ian Botham out my happiest 
moment 

Waqai is the third Pakistani 
bowler alter Imran and Wasim to 
win a psyr hological battle of wills 
with the great Mr Botham' 

The Waqar Younis success 
streak blasted along 5 26 vs Kent 
3 43 and 2 41 vs Leicestei and 
6-66 vs Hampshire In their 
leturn game against county 
champions Essex Waqar left his 
mai k on Graham Gooch, the 
batsman of the season before 
limping off due to a slight 
hamstring pull Without him 
Sui rey’s attack was toothless 
Said Mihir Bose ‘ Waqar’s absence 
exposed the limitations of the 
Sur> ey attack and to an extent, 
Grei g s f actics (Sunday Times 19 
August 1990) 

Peter Roebuck, who first saw 
Waqar playing second fiddle to 
Akram in Australia early this 
year was glowingly lowkey about 
the young bowler 'Hurtlmgin 
from the sight screen for his 
bursts of four or ftve overs, 
hurling down his outswingers, 
and (every) so often a cruel, late 
swinger which tended to land on a 
fellow’s toe (Chris Cowdrey has 
already had one broken), Waqar 
was decidedl;^ a handful. 

“Usually tqr a fast bowler, he 
lost no paesMivhen pitching the ball 




up; perhaps his low triyectory 
erives him fizz through the air 
rather than explosion off the 
pitch. 

Roebuck’s assessment is thy; 
best and most balanced on record 
thus far. Too much praise, such as 
that heaped on a player by the 


tabloids is neither strictly correct 
nor desirable from the point of 
view of his progress. Bowling fast 
is a dangerously, unpredictable 
occupation. Washim Akram may 
l» the hottest property in cricket 
but so frequent have been his 
breakdowns that at the end of the 


c^Tliree years ago 
I Imran Khan was 
saying Akram would be 
the finest all-rounder In 
the world; now he Is 
just that.’’—Mike 
Selvey, TheGuanllan 


433-71-1357-57 at an average of 
23.80. Add to that his one-day 
exploit and he ended his first 
county stint with 95 wickets. 
Unfortunately, in a summer 
dominated by batsmen, he hardly 
got a turn with the bat, but from 
all accounts it is clear that he will 
be a far better bowler this season. 

For him the season ended as 
sensationally as it had begun. He 
bruised Mike Gatting’s arm and 
forced the batsman out of 
competitive cricket for a couple of 
games. He then, ominously so for 
the West Indies, proceeded to 
clean bowl Des Ifoynes. Atta boy, 
Waqarl 

Little wonder then that when 
forced to make the choice Surrey 
dispensed with the services of 
Tony Gray and signed Waqar on 
for a five-year contract. 

By FsmhMi A. Qati 

COURTESY THE EAKSTAN CRICKETER 
PHOTOORAPHS' UTPAL SORKAR 
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WORLD CHESS CHAMPIOf^SHiP 


KASPAROV VS KARPOV 



World Champion Kasparov is known to turn ‘ice into fire’, while 
Karpov believes in turning- ‘fire into ice’. They have nothing in 
common and yet, they have been thrown together to decide who is the 

champion of the world... 


C URRhNFLV 
N('w, Yoi k 1*^ 
plciyinfj host lo 
f ho Woi 1(1 C'lioss 
(.’h.impioiiship 
Tins i.s a Ilf V, 
CXJKM lOIK't, loi Now 
York butils'soriK'thiiip- 
likotlie fifth OIK OK foi 
thf piotaf>onists 
Slaitinp in H1 with 
thf'ii Moscow 
Maiathon Uai v 
KfUspaiov and Anatoly 
Kaipov havo slogpt d it 
out thiough 1 11 
championship g-aint's 
spu\id ovei foul 
matches When they sat 
down at the boai d in a 


Kasparov said in 
New York, "The 
time has come 
to smash 
Karpov". But 
Karpov doesn’t 
seem 

particularly 
worried 
however, 
writing it all off 
as just media 
hype 


downtown Manhattan 
hotf 1 loi then fii st 
paiiK h ispaiov lndd a 
19 17 lifotimo load with 
the H'st of thoffamos 
ondin^-indiaws 

'1 his timo tin y will be 
conlestiiif' a 24 fj-ame 
mate h loi a $ 3 million 
puiso Altfi 1.1 games 
the gi e.itest ( boss show 
on (Ml th moves to Lvon 
FiaiKf whole th( second 
half of the' mate h will bo 
playe^d In thi' ovont of a 
tie K.ispaiov will lotain 
his title and it is not an 
unlikely piospec t That 
IS wh.it happened last 
time louncl in Hovillo 
ibpnn) 87 Kaspaiov 
sc I ambled a win in the 
l.ist g imc to tie ttie 
match 1 1 Fv'enin 86 
111 the 

Ixmdoii honiiigi.id 
c h.iptoi of the Supoi K s 
saga Kasp.iiov won 5 4 
Howovei most 
expeits aie backing 
K.ispaiov to win by a 
derisive if not lai go 
margin Something like 
a rhi00 game IcMd is 
piojc^cted Theieisthe 
ago f.u toi (27 to 39) and 

Soccer Gary Kasparov's 
favourite form of 
relaxation 



ia 






the fact that Kasparov’s 
recent performances 
have made him the 
liighest rated player in 
history 

The world champion 
has been unequivocal in 
his pre-match 
statements He said in 
New York, ‘The time has 
come to smash Karpov 
"but Karpov doesn’t 
seem partic ularly 
worried however 
wntiriR' It all oil as just 
media hype* 

OverconfideiK'e could 
lie the world champion’s 
big’g'est bugbear 
Unlike ot her top 
Grandmasters 
Kasparov tries to win 
every game, even whmi 
he has just suffererl one 
of his oi'casional defeats 
Overpi'essing as it is 
known technicdlly has 
tieeii responsible for a 
large percentage of his 
losses and Kaipov with 
hi.scalni neai ly 
error free style is just 
till man to exploit this 
failing 
The other 

impondei.ible fac t is 
Kasjiarov s incieasing 
involvement with 
politics Kvei since the 
Azerbaijan Republii 
blow up with ethnic riots 
this .Januai V, he has 
been a bitter and 
outspoken critic of the 
Gorbachev regime As 
an Armenian from 
Baku, he feels his 
community was 
abandoned by the 
Communist.s 

Now the publisher of a 
right win anti-red 
newspaper, Kasparov 
refused to play this 
match under the 
hammer and sickle To 
drive the point home, he 
insisted on using the old 
Czanst tricolour 

Karpov, on the other 
hand, is a conforming 
communist and 
dedicated party member 


He IS being projected as 
a defendei of the faith by 
Ka.sparov who sees this 
match as somet lung like 
an ideological battle 
The woi Id champion s 
obse.ssion with politics 
ma.v jjossibly affect his 
jilaying standards On 
the other hand, it may 
just insjjire him to rearti 
new levels At the 
current moment faftor 
lour games) the latter 
seems more likely 
The two K’s have 
almost nothing, nothing 
in common except in 
their names and cho.sen 
profession Kasparov 
has always likecl 
turning 'ice into fire" 
while Karpov believes in 


turning ‘fiie into ice" 

Grandmaster Michael 
Stean once suggested 
that Kasparov should 
jiay a betting tax on his 
tournament eainings 
because he ga mbles .so 
much with his style of 
play Kai pov never 
gambles just waits for 
the opponent to make a 
mistake 

Hciwever, what they 
like doing is rather 
different from what they 
can do Both are 
technically perfect 
players who can jilay 
anyway the situation 
demands This is whore 
creative ability becomes 
important 

■The player who can 


Tennis anyone? Anatoly 
Karpov's preferred 
physical training method 

prepare his opening 
repertoire better is able 
to force the sort of game 
he likes Here Kasparov 
has the edge because his 
superior opening 
analysis has usually 
helped him reach 
situations where he can 
go for all out as.saults 
with the help of material 
sacrifices 

Karpov has never 
quite exhibited the .same 
level of bnlliaiu (' His 
forte IS getting a .small 
advantage m thi' 
middlega me and then 
nursing it Against 
Kaspai ov this has rarely 
worked So Karjxiv has 
been forced to play 
"against lusbettei 
judgment ’ and handle 
irrational 
complic'atioiis 

He has done a good 
job, but he is 
psychologically uneasy 
when laced with such 
situations He could 
crack mentally under 
the kind ol sustained 
pressuie Kasparov is 
callable of exciting, 
esjiecially in (he sec ond 
half when he will be 
physically tired 

Both of them maintain 
stru t physical regimes 
with no ak ohol and no 


Overpressing, 
has been 
responsible for 
a large 

percentage of 
Kasparov's 
losses and 
Karpov with his 
calm, nearly 
error-free style 
is just the man 
to exploit this 
failing 




red meat Kasparov 
plays frjotball and 
swims, Karpov plays 
tennis and skis 
However, Karpov's 
stamina has always la,'eu 
suspect and at :3il, his 
physical lesoiii ce.s ai e 
likely to b(‘str.iined tiy 
the thn>e month m,tt( h 


T HK m.iti h stai ted 
with .1 li.iiip 
Ka.st).i I ov m.ide 
his intent ions c le,ir by 
adoptini; the Kinps 
Indian Deleiil e loi the 
lirst time in <i vvoi Id 
championship The KIH 
IS the most violent 
deleiicf' available 
anainst theUueeii’s 
p.iwn wilb a v(>iy low 
pen entaf'e of draws 
rei'orded 

The fust same was 
drawn .liter Kar{jov 
misseil wninniff 
ehaiites The second 
^ame went to Kasparov 
when he came up with 
an excellent idea in the 
Spanish Opening After 


The moment ot truth: 
Moscow, November 9, 
1985. Karpov resigns and 
the world has a new 
chess champion 

getting the sort of 
initiative he thi ives on, 
he blasted tbe black 
defences .iway with a 
brilliant .ittack 

Th(' third game was 
the most interesting to 
date Kasparov ]ilayed 
the KIU again and 
prepared an exchange 
sacrifice that confused 
the situation on the 


Kasparov arrives at the venue 


S « f! 






ninth move On the 14th 
move he sacrificed his 
queen after 40 minutes 
thought In a time 
scramble he got the 
queen back and achieved 
a winning position He 
dumped the advantage 
by being in too much of a 
hurry and drew after a 
great defonsi\*e display 
by Karpov 

Kasparov ovorpressed 
again in the fourth 


People inside th 


D uring my recent training lor the world championship 
in Martha's Vineyard island and Massachusetts I was 
talking to my friend, the writer Fred Waitzkin, about 
chess, politics, life; and it came to me In a flash that the 
best way to get my thoughts across would ba to tape record 
our talks, and whenever possible to have candid 
conversations during critical and stimulating moments in 
my career. 

For me, chess is connected with the broader human 
experience. As a player, I am continually rejuvenated and 
inspired by my outside interests. By demonstrating the 
subtle connections between chess and life the reader will 
learn that the game I love is far from an emotionless 
cerebral exercise. 

Kasparov: I am an emotional player. Chess is all 
art, something beautiful and enduring, but only 
if it is infused with feeling. 

Waitzkin: Garry, when I listen to you talk, I get all 
caught up in your passion for chess and the 
grandeur of your being world champion but, you 
know, the professional chess life isn’t so rosy. 
Back in New York I see the sour faces of other 
chess players, and I know how hard they compote 
for cash prizes to pay for their hotel bills, how 
bitter they look after a bad tournament. In 
America, chess is not a respected profession. 
Kasparov: I think you are not the only person who 
has this problem and particularly now, with the 
world championship match underway, it is very 
important to talk about the future of chess I 
think that people don’t understand that chess is 
not a professional sport yet. If it was, it would be 
self-financing. There would be commercial 
sponsors and no need for wealthy individuals to 
subsidise players, no need for players to pay 
entry fees in tournaments. Chess is in a 
pre-professional era. Even the World 
Championship match will be a financial loss for 
the sponsors, which is terrible. 

Waitzkin: I wonder if you realise how bad the 
situation for .professionals is in the United States. 







game In another 
i Spanish Opening he 
sacrificed his entire 
queenside to try and 
organise a winning 
kingside attack Kaipov 
defended and 
consolidated Tiymgto 
play safe on the last 
move before the time 
(ontiol with only 
seconds left on the clock 
ho allowed a di aw 
So at the time of 


Karpov, on the 
other hand, is a 
confirms 
communist and 
a dedicated 
party member. 

He is being 
projected as a 
defender of the 
faith... 


writing Kasparov has a 
narrow one point lead 
However Kai pov has 
been very close to 
victory twice and has 
1 eason to feel confident 
Both are playing chess 
of a depth and vigoui 
never witnessed lx“toi e 
GMs commenting on the 
games say only those 
two know what s going 
on 

If they can sustain the 


pace this will cer tainly 
be the most ci eative 
championship to date 
Politically it is the most 
interesting chess match 
since Fischer met 
Spassky at Rejk)avik in 
72 But in the end the 
fire of the A: rnenian 
should melt if not 
vapourise the ice cool 
Kai pov 

By Devangfthu Dutta 


chess world resist change”: Kasparov 


Our players try to make a living by competing m 
Swiss tournaments where they must pay their 
own entry fee, hotel accommodation and food 
Kasparov: I understand them If they are good 
chess players they feel guilty that they don’t 
spend more time trying to make chess better, that 
they aren’t playing beautiful chess They play in ' 
a dry, uninteresting style to make money To 
play beautiful chess, you must stretch your 
imagination and take risks Men who are ' 

dependent on prize money prefer not to take risks 
because losing means no food on the table They 
feel guilty towards their art and they don’t like an 
outsider like you indirectly accusing them of 
profaning the sport 

Vtfaltzkin: I think the reluctance of American 
players to speak of chess as art has to do with the 
fact that in American society they aren’t 
respected 

Kasparov: Obviously it is this way m the West But 
now we have a chance to change the image of 
3hess, and if we don’t do it now, I fear that we 
may lose the chance forever We must discover a 
way to give the game a wide audience 

If chess is seen as the sport of intellectuals, of 
ihoee who are physically weak who find 
ximpensation for their frailty in this cerebral 
?ame, it will simply noj be attractive to the 
general public We must send another message 
^together The general pubhc must come to see 
,hat chess is a violent sport, played by powerful 
nen aind women and almbst always by people of 
itrong character 

The stakes are very high for a game When you 
leat your opponent m a chess game, you destroy 
lis ego, for a time you make him lose confidence 
n himself as a person If the general pubhc 
inderstood that chess players were plotting to 
srush one another, don’t you think they would be 
ntereeted? BeUeve me, Fred, if you come to the 
'ludson Theatre in New York or to the second 


half of the match in Lyon in November, you will 
immediately catch the tension of the games You 
will feel the electricity You cannot miss it The 
two greatest intellects in chess are trying to 
destroy one another People will be shivering 
Wailzkin: You make this quiet board game sound 
like a blood sport Do you really feel that Karpov 
wants to destroy you^ 

Kasparov; He hates me personally because I am the 
reason that he lost everything that he had If he 
had beaten me 6-0 in 1984, he would have been 
called the greatest world champion of all time, 
and you remember he came very close No doubt 
it frusti atos him a great deal 
Waltzkin: So Garry, putting the question of 
carnage aside for a moment do you think there is 
a future in chess for my kid and other chess 
talented teenageis aiound the world*’’ 

Kasparov: Foi one think we have to think about the 
chess fan We have to create tournaments where 
he will be comfortable Where chess commentary 
IS lively and modern graphics on the display 
board draw him into the action we have to do 
away with short draws so the fan doesn’t feel 
cheated We need a professional speed chess 
circuit, with the format similar to the one held m 
Paris last spring, with top players and a hvely 
atmosphere so the fan feels the same excitement 
that the players feel We need to have 
international team tournaments so fans can 
relate to teams These teams would be sponsored 
by banks and various uiduetnes 
Wattlkin; Do you think the match against Karpov 
will be a close one like all the others*^ 

Kasparov: This time I thmk I’m going to crush him 
and afterwards I will try to bring some of these 
new ideas into the chess world I will do my best 
But the opposition is huge People inside the 
chess world lesist change They don’t seem to 
understand that without change the game will 


die.. 


00UHTE8Y THE EUROPEAN 
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dwelvmg m the past For were he not, he 
would be a rather angry young man 
With reason to be 

This month, Paes finally shrugged off 
^1 bonds with the Britannia Tennis 
Academy, a parting that was creditably 
conducted in a civilized and quiet 
manner Creditably, I say, because if BAT 
18 eager to take credit for his 
development then they are equally 
culpable for puttmg back Pass’ career for 
three months— this at a time when the 
talented young star owned the world 
(even if it was a junior world) 

For three months after his Wimbledon 
junioi win Paes played absolutely 
nothing (till the Asian Games) It was an 
outrageous waste of time, of competitive 
time, the i csults of which v, ore evident at 
the recent Masters tournamLiit in Delhi, 
wheie the lack ot match play had dulled 
the edge, the sharpness m Ins game 

Finalist at the Austi alian Open, 
champion at Wimbledon and two other 
summer tourneys in England, 
conventional wisdom demanded that 
Paes continue his win niiig ways When a 
player is on a rol 1, on a hot streak, you 
don’t tie him down, you pursue the 
obvious—more tournaments By virtue of * 
that logpc, Paes should have been m the \ 
USA m late August, plajnng warm-up 
tournaments to the US Open He had 
already generated considerable mterest 
worldwide with his talent and exuberant 
style of play, and America which thrives 
on such pei sonalities would have 
biought him the rJuilai sponsorship 
which he so desperate ly lequiied 

But it appears that BAT, or more 
spe< ifically the Ami itr i] s w ei e probably 
so flummoxed by Pai s Wimbledon 
win—perhaps feeling as many did that 
it was a prematuie achievement that 
they had failed to prepare a 
comprehensive progi amme for the rest 
of his year By the time the dithering had 
finished in Madras with Paes needlessly 
marking time, the chance was gone And 
if Vijay confused by delaying his decision 
on Leander’s future, he confounded 
when he announced that the ‘Calcutta 
Kid’ would only play senior tennis 'These 
two inexplicable decisions and the fact 
that Paes had outgrown the BAT 
programme, obviously meant it was time > 
for parting 

Di Vf'opPacs 'ihr r > i fms his son’s 
< iir( I wrb llic 11 i i b . i ja 

1( I III I lilt 1 . 1 .idi I 1 i^t If 

16 seiimoiy not .i n iiu toi ■ ^ t m uiatioiis 
accusations or grudges He has made 
sure that both he and his son stay 
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focussed on the future, and salvage a 
year that could have been magnificent 
for Leandor, but now cannot be termed 
better tluin very good 

One negative from the separation from 
BAT was the absence of coach Dave 
O’Meaia from Leander’s side—the 
electric young Indian and the relaxed 
27-year-old American may have 
appeared an odd couple, but their rapport 
and excellent relationship spawned 
muchsucess Yot since O’Meara’s 
contract with BAT runs till May 1991 his 
allegiance was with the programme 

The absence ot top class coaches, fin 
India, coaches lac k the technical 
expertise or dedu ation or both) created a 
minor dilemma which was solved, at 
least temporal tly, with the hiring of 
Enrico Pipoi no 

Plperno. a soi t of senior citizen of the 
Indian cii cuit capable enough though to 
win the Masters in Delhi, wiU play a 
myriad of roles ascompamon, 
confidant, <xx;asional doubles partner, 
practice partner and advisor Piperno’s 
endearmg personality is a factor, but 
primarily it is his astute court craft and 
innate mtelhgence that could add a 
cerebral touch to Leander’s game 

Yet the key woi-d in this albance must 
be 'temporary' - Pass’ vast potential 
allows for lum to have great ambition, 
and Piperno has the techmcal knowledge 
to take him only so far Sometime next 
year. Pass will reqmre an advanced 
American or European coach to help him 
make the crucial jump mto senior tennis 
To be the best you also require only the 
best 

Meanwhile the search for sponsors 
and a more fluent game contmues 

Denied the American opportunity, the 
Pass' now look within India itself for both 
sponsorship and endorsements It is a 
pity that sport in Incha is not yet 
professional enough to warrant a 
‘management group, tor Pass is today 
one of India’s few marketable products 
Tennis, is an expensive busmess, and 
sponsorship provides both, an 
atmosphere of security for the athlete to 
function m, as also the means to pursue 
hiB future Fortunately, corporate 
houses have begun to invest heavily in 
sport, acknowledging it’s vast appeal 
even m India, thus hopefully, Paes 
should not be left out m the cold 

On the court itself Leander’s dihgence 
continues to bo remarkable—based in 
Calcutta now, the South Club, once a 
haven foB|ndia’s beat, has now agam 
become the training ground for a 

JM --------- 


THE THREE 
MONTHSOF 
TOURNAME¬ 
NT 

INACTIVITY 
HAVE NOT 
BEEN 
TOTALLY 
WASTED 
WITH PAES 
MAKING 
SOME 
SENSIBLE 
TECHNICAL 
ADJUSTMEN¬ 
TS TO HIS 
GAME 


possible champion The three months of 
tournament imotivity have not been 
totally wasted, with Paes inaldng some 
8enslble''teohnloal adjustments to his 
game His forehand baokswing, once 
almost a golfer’s delight, hss been 
shortened, which helps both m the 
preparation and execution of the ehot. 
His service action too has been 
remodelled shghtly—-his back leg is no 
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longer bent before andduring the toes, 
allowing hun to get to full extension 
during impact, instead of cramping As 
Leander explained “I want to get a 
rhythm on my serve A fluid motion" His 
earlier habit of Jerkmg his head down on 
service impact is also being rectified 

fiaselme play contmues to be his area 
of weakness—or as he says “it is not as 


SPEED IS 
NOT A 
PROBLEM 
FOR 

LEANDER—A- 
STHE HARRY I 
HOPMAN 
CAMP 
COACHES 
SAID: “HE 
HAS THE 
FASTEST 
FEET WE 
HAVE EVER 
SEEN” 




developed as other facets of my game ** 
Speed IS not a problem— as the Harry 
Hopman camp coaches (down m Delhi 
recently) said, “He has the fastest feet we 
have ever seen” 

He strokes easily and comfortably from 
both flanks, but agam has tirelessly been 
working on mgghng minor defects m 
positional play and balance I have to 
react more quickly on certain balls, and 
get to the ball earlier to position myself 
properly", he says Spe^ is not a 
problem, I just need the reaction to back 
it up” 

This hunger to improve, so naked and 
oonspicous, make his practice sessions 
an experience to watch Walking onto the 
court 18 for hun like entering a zone of 
sohtude A zone where his imnd and body 
are focussed on just those 78 feet by 36 
feet which oorapnses a tennis court 
Beyond the zone, nothing is registered 
He IS unsmiling This is work, not fUn “I 
don’t fool around”, he adds If you close 
your ears, you hear only the slithering of 
feet, the thwack of ball, the grunt, the 
hiss, the mutter of irritation 100 serves, 
160 volleys, 200 forehands, 300 
backhands, the concentration never 
wavers 

All this IS important and relevant, for it 
reveals the Kid’s smgular and unending 
pureuit of a more complete form of play 
Indian sportsmen, as the Asian Oames 
revealed, €dmost collectively posses a 
desire and dedication problem 'There is 
negligble self evaluation and too much 
quick satisfaction It is a complacency of 
action and thought that Veoe and Leander; 
have steered away from i 

Most of Leander’s competition will be 
limited to India this year, as it is 
mandatory for him to play the Nationals, 
satellite and challenger senes and 
national hard court toui nament, if he is 
to be considered for Davis Cup selection 
In late December, he has been mvited to 
Melbourne for the McDonald’s Junior 
Tournament featuring the world’s best 
jumors In early November, is a possible 
visit to Japan for a satellite senes, a visit 
that has a tnple purpose to be match 
tough for the Nationals, to garner 
valuable points, and primarily, to gam 
insight mto his future opposition 

“I’m looking to get my game sohd 
agam”, he says “I’m puttmg those three 
months behmd me. I’m puttmg them in 
the past I want my game, tmnd and body 
to be m best shape for the Nationals” 

And so the journey to be the best that 
he can be, which was so rudely 
interrupted, begins again • 

PHOTOSRAPHS SANT03H GHOSH 



NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF FOOTBALL 






Lobanovsky Some guys have all the luck 

IT would aroni iiothin^^ sucnods hko failuie 
Well, especially toi Valciv [jobaiiovsky who left 
the Woild Cup undei a cloud when his Soviet 
team crashc'd end in the Fust Round 
When the Soviet se.ison ends this month mana 
ger Lolianovsky it> to take up a vtiy luciative 
contract with ancithei ot the World Cup loseis 
the United Ai di ^ mii.itcs 


THE playeis ind olfuuds ot the Faicx^ Islands 
were just as stuinud ,i* llie lest ot the fcxitball 
world when Iluv humbled Woild Cup tinalists 
! Austria in tliLii hist i vet I'ui ipean Cham 
pionship ({11 iht\ in{^ tn 

Only i ftw (1 lys beloie th< mitch the Faroes 
Icelandic man.igei F.ill (tudlaugsson had said 
“Our ambition is that in tue to sevcm yeais we 
will be as good as laixcunbuig Finland or 
Norway 


DIEGO MARADONNA returned to Napoli from a 
holiday late yet again recently But he was so 
delighted with the generous welcome ‘home’ from 
Napoli fans that he has promised never, ever, to 
miss another match “even if I have to go on the 
pitch on a wheelchair ” 

A GENTLEMAN horn St'cicg i/ vi is drre^ted in 
Spain iecentl\ and thdii'rd with tashing' stolen 
travellers choauts lie wtts (tapped because the 
foiged passpoit ht tiied to use to cash the che¬ 
ques boie the pbotogi ipn ot Heal Madrids fair 
skinned Emilio Biiti laanenn the mlture 


ROMA fans learning that their old hero Paolo 
Robert Falcao has been appointcsl manager of 
Brazil, are asking can he take the pressure*? 

That’s a bitter allusion to the 1984 European 
Cup Final when Roma lost on penalties, in front 
of their own fans to Liverpcxil 

Falcao despite being the team ’leader’, did not 
take a spot kick Many Roma fans have never 
foi given him foi that 


EVERYTIME people paas St Mil ran star Tho 
mas Stickioth they give him a ‘where have I seen 
that face before‘s look And its no wonder be 
cause the Gei man ace is the spitting image of pop 
star Geoige Michael Saints summer signing 
from Bayei Undingon for £400 OOO has cei tainly 
becxime a smash hit with the clubs fans especially 
the girls And the tanned fair haired Stickroth 
admits, ’/ used to get the George Michael thing 
all the tune in Germany But I don t think I look 
that much like him 

The only 1 escmblance is when I have my desig 
ner stubble and as manager Tony FiUpatrick 
makes us shave everyday, theres not much 
chance of that any inuze In any case I can’t sing a 
note ’, he says 

A George Michael look-alike 









WORLD CUP winning manager Franz Becken¬ 
bauer is now earning a football fortune in hia new 
job as technical director of French Champions 
Marseille. The club's millionaire president Ber¬ 
nard Tapie IS paying him a staggering $8,500 A 
DA Y' And that's only his basic pay On top of that 
there’s a bonus of $600,000 if Marseille retain the 
French Championships and an incredible $3 mil¬ 
lion if they b^'ome the first French team to win 
the European Cup 

The coat of hiring Beckenbauer is being split 
between Marseille and the Adidas sportswear 
giant which Tapie now owns Tapic no doubt 
hopes to make use of the Kaiser's reputation in 
promotional work in the United States leading up 
to the 1994 World Cup And contrary to rumours. 
Beckenbauer insists that he has not signed any 
agreement to work with the Americans in the 
1994 World Cup run-up 

Beckenbauer: Big money 


Olf Thorn: Back from the plaster 

LUCKLESS Olaf Thon is plastered again Ijast 
October the Bayern Munich midfielder under¬ 
went surgery for a damaged right knee, in De¬ 
cember his left knee needed surgery in July this 
year it was the right knee that required opening 
up again Nor has Thon enjoyed any more luck at 
international level He flew home from the World 
Cup m Mexico four years ago after being injured 
m training 


NAPOLI’S new striker Andrea SUenzi is having a 
good season In the league. Of course he started 
off with two goals in that now long forgotten S-1 
thrashing of Juventus in the season’s opener. 
SUenzi cost Napoli $6 milli on this summer when 
he moved from second division Reggiana. Yet, 
four years ago given an earlier chance to buy the 
striker, they turned him down. His price then? 
$ 86 , 000 . 



Nevertheless, even that $6 miUion is a drop in 
the ocean when compared to the staggering total 
of $270 million spent by aU Italian clubs on trans¬ 
fers during the close season. 

And they haven’t finished yet. The last week in 
October sees the reopening of the transfer 
market. 


SCOTTISH clubs are not the only ones to have 
spotted (and capitalised) on the cut-price poten¬ 
tial of the Dutch tansfer market There are cur¬ 
rently 109 Dutchmen operating in professional 
footbaJl in eighteen different countries . not to 
mention 22 coaches • 
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less than 10 seconds 
miracle. 

For Taste. For Energy. 


HeaUn 


The Many, Many 
Magnificent Tastes 




Freshen up Your Energy with a 
Tangy Tasty Drink 

When you are feeling thirsty do you go s© irch nq ti>o 
maze of drinks ava laule to Quench your T hirst > 

Well the search ends today With I HIRST QUENCHER 
A ttnklirtg tingling thrilling soft drink And so simply 
yours Just add this delic ous v tammised enerq sed 
flavoured powder to a ghss of cold witer and you 
wiii relish a soft drink ready in seconds No need to 
add Sugar Make Thirst Quencher your choice for a 
soft drink 

Available in PET bottlos & EDC conta nets 100 grns 
packs & single serving Pocket Sachet 



HI-TECH SOUPS 


The ‘Soup’er Nourlsher. 

It s lime to put up your feet Not spend 
hours in the kitchen preparing the right 
cuppa ol soup It s time to savour 
Hi Tech Soups 

Doliciouv Tomato flavour Tinging 
Vegetable Masala flavour Just add 
soup powder lo a tup of boiling water 
and a ready in seconds Soup or 
nourshing drink nth in v tamins 
minerals proteins carbohydrates s 
yours to enjoy 

Available in PET bottles and an deal 
Pocket Sachet 


GLUCOSE-6 


The natural goodness of 
Glucose for EXTRA 
PUNCH. EXTRA ENERGY 

1 Cool Delicious Refreshing 2 An all 
round energy drink for the entire family 
3 Provides added vitamins and 
minerals 4 Helps overcome fatigue 
and weakness 6 The perfect dose for 
Extra Punch Extra energy 
Simply a better alternative 
Available in 100 gms packs 



A new delicious energy milk 
drink with EXTRA 
CHOCOLATE N’ EXTRA 
MALT. 

Imagine the Surprise n store lor your taste 
buds A delicious drink 

milky chocolatey tasty sugary malty all n one 
ready in seconds No need lo add anyth ng 
except hot water ENERGY BANK rich n 
vitamins minerals and proteins 



The Taste Workout 

Run Skip Jog Swim Cartwheel No 
more worries A great great drink is 
here Body thirst from HEALTH PLAN 
The sports drink the secret favourite of 
our Little Master 

Just add 2 teaspoonful to a glass of 
cold water and stir well Restores 
energy replaces electrolytes being so 
instantly absorbed by the body So go 
on carry on with your workouts Body 
Thirst will take care of you Available in 
PET bottles and single serving Pocket 
Sachet 




Developed by . UulA 

Sunil Gavaskar 

All Seasons Foods Limited 


A great way to begui your day 

Available in convenient box size and single serving Pocket Sachet 


Here's to your health! I 











We wish to thank all our readers for their overwhelming 

response to this quiz 


1 . Who coined the term ‘Asian Games’? Jawaharlal Nehru. 

2. Which Asian capital had the privilege of hosting the A.sian Games tlirice? 

Bangkok. 

3. Which city will host the 1994 Asian Games? Hiroshima, Japan. 

4. How many gold, silver and bronze medals did India win at the A.sian Games in 
Seoul? 5 gold, 9 silVer and 23 bronze medals. 

5. Which Indian was the first to win the Asian Games .sprint double? Lavy Pinto. 

6. An Indian’s record in an Asian Games field event has stood for the last 16 years. 
What record? Yohannan’s record in the long jump. 

7. What is the name of the main stadium of the Beijing Asian Games? The Beijing 
Workers’ Stadium. 

8. The mascot at the Seoul Olympics in 1988 was Hodori the Tiger. But what was 
th mascot of the Asian Games at Seoul two years earlier? The same, i.e., Hodori the 
Tiger. 

9. Higher, Stronger. Faster is the motto of the Olympics. What is the motto of the 
Asian Games? Ever Onwards. 

10. What is the name of the traditional Chinese sport which is a demonstration 
sport at the Beijing Asiad? Wushu. 

11. When Iraq invaded Kuwait, the Olympic Council of Asia fell into a crisis. Why? 
The OCA President, Kuwait’s Shiekh Fahd Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah was killed. 

12. The Jantar Mantar was the symbol of the Delhi Asiad. What is the symbol of 
the Beijing Asiad? The Great Wall of China. 

13. Which woman has gold medals in the lOOmts at two consecutive A.sian Games? 
Lydia De Vega (1982, 1986). 

14. Who was the captain of the Indian hockey team when India won the Asian 
Games gold for the first and only time? Shanker Laxman (1966) 

15. Predict the number of India is going to win in the Beijing Asian Games. 

1 gold 8 silver 14 bronze. - 


AND 




THE WINNER OF THE 
SPORTSWORLD ASIAD QUIZ IS: 

Mr. Suranjan Roy, 

26B Darga Road, 
Calcutta-700017. 
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1<’IP’A wants more goals 
So It IS planning bigger 
goals- possibly to please 
the Americans, who 
have been allocate-d the 
1 fi94 World Cup 
'I'ho low rate of 
scoring in Italy 1 his 
summer seems to have 
alarmed the game’s 
lulers 

Ilut the idea that the 
easier you try to make it 
for an attacker, the more 
defensive strategies 
become, seems to have 
wholly eluded them 
Speciou.s reasons are 
given for (heir 
pinposals, which must 
III at pass through the 
KIFA executive 
committee then go to the 
Intel national Board, 
whore Britain holds half 
the votes 
They have 

ascertainod. they say, 
t hat fool bailors a re now 
bigger tlian they liave 
ever been So,they 
roa.son, goals should be 
bigger, too 
Ifet I sei lously doubt 
whether they are right 
Human beings generally 
do tend to be larger than 
at any time in history, 
but 111 soccer, there are 
manifest limits 
The kind of giants to 
be found in Amei lean 
basketball and gridiron 
football HI 0 at a serious 
disadvantage in scxicer, 
where a low ceiiti'c of 
gravity is such a help, 
and quick turning is of 
the essence Giants don’t 
usually fare very well 
Goalkeepers tend to be 
among the largest men, 
sometimes amazingly 
agile for their size But 
what modern 
goalkeeper him been 


remotely the .si/e of Bill 
’Fatty” Foulke, 
Chelsea’s first 
goalkeeper in 1905 and 
before that a Sheffield 
United and England 
star‘d He weighed 2 1 
stone' 

Centre-halves are 
olten big fellows, too, 
needing to ieach the ball 
first in the dir, but a 14 
.stone centre lialf is 
seldom quick on the 
turn, and tends to be 
vulnerable against 
quick moving attackers 
Full back.saie, by and 
large smaller than they 
haveevei been Once 
they were riia.s,sive, 
Ihick-thighed fellows 
Today, they aie expected 
to overlap to supply the 
relative paucity ol 
attacking players 
Many of t tiein ai’e 
small and cjuick, in the 
fasliion of Tony Dorigo, 
of Ctielsea and England 
hi other po.sitions, 
footballer.s can be tiny 
Lfxrk at Diego 
Maiadona, still surely 
the very best in the 
world when fit 
b'lFA.over recent 
years, under the ueeply 
controversial aegi.s cif 
Fiesideiit Joao 
Havelange, has liad a 
poor ped^g^^^when it 
comes to change 
For eight years, 
Havelange .stubbornly 
opposed the 
■‘professional foul” rule 
elaborated m the 
English league and 
quickly knocked on the 
head by FIFA It seemed 
shamefully belated 
when FLP^A at long last 
inti-oduccxl it for the 
World Cup and 
thereafter 



« 

Many years ago, 

Walter Winterbottom, 
when he was manager of 
the English national 
team and dii'ector of 
coaching, told me that 
what distinguished 
fcxitball from other 
games, like basketball, 
was the relative 
difficulty of scoring 
goals That surely still 
holds true Cheapening 
goals would take 
something precious 
away from the game 

FIFA’s loitialive 
provides both 
incredulity and mirth 
Why not go the whole 
hog, one wonders, and 
insist on dwarf 

goalkeepers, at least in ' 

World Cup games? Why 
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If t he West (rerman 
attack looked pretty 
sh'idc, that had much to 
do wdh the appallingly 
taxing competition into 
which Havelangeand 
FIFA h.ive turned the 
World Cup 

A ;M-team 
complement is 
ridiculous The very 
number precludes a 
rationally run 
coiiipefition, inllicts 
upon it a ludicrous, and 
f .".scntially cautions, 
loj'.c: tirat st.igo, ,it the 
ciu! o; whK'h absurd and 
ai i draiy lalculaliuns 
I'.'N’e to be inadi" about 
v\ lucb teams go 
tliroui.li 

()n aiul oil its weary 
wa. Uiecompetition 
poc! if I ottiar Matthaus 
liep an wittia burst of 
tiiir ;:oals against 
Yugiislavia and ended 
llie t'. i'rnament kxiking 
ladi'ii aiitl iiud'fec'tual, 
t ha. . '.i,s surcl.v liecausc 
ia' iiad to play so many 


I 


I 

I 


not introduce 
expandable goalposts 
whose dimensions 
increase so long as a 
goalless game 
continues? Or prohibit 
goalkeepers to use their 
hands, 

When the offside law 
was abruptly changed in 
1925, putting a man 
onside with only two ,, 
rather than three 
opponents between 
himself and the goal 
line—which meant for 
the most part one man 
instead of twfo betw^n 
him and the 
goalkeeper—there was 
at first a flood of goals. 

It didn’t last very long. 

Arwnid. promptly 
developed ^d^third 


back" game, pulling 
back a mai\ to become an 
extra-central- defender. 
and counter-attacking 
football was born. That’-s 
what 

professionalism - -when 
there is money at 
stake—means. Risks 
aren’t usually ^aken. 


If widening the 
goals is meant to 
seduce the 
Americans, it's a 
pitiful reason. 
The USA is, and 
always will be, a 
country in which 
soccer is o minor 
sport, played by 
Amazonian 
girls... 


Fewer than ever 11 re 
taken now, (55 years on, 
when the reward.s li.ive 
soared to aatroMoimcal 
heights A bigger goiil 
would almo.st inevUabJy 
mean even more 
cautious methods than 
are in use today Rut 
how cautious, really, 
was the World Cup of 
1990? And if goals were 
relatively few. what was 
the reason? 

If there was but one 
goal -and that a vei y 
doubtful penalty- - in the 
Final, it surely had 
much to do with the fact 
that Maradona was 
painfully injured and 
that his chief foil, 
Claudio Caniggia, was 
suspended. 


p.ame.s, sevmMil of thi-ill j 
uis, uf. lung five o’clix-’k , 
lieai lailu-r than in the I 

Cl'( lie I'VI-’IUllg j 

Wi’jt' H-rmany as a | 
'..iholc were looking 
we u V, Well bel'ol e * he 
C( iiupelition reached its 
clim.ix . or anti-climax 

H widening and 
raising the goals is 
meant to seduce the | 
Americans, it’s a pitiful | 
reason. The USA is. and | 
always will be, a country 
ill which soccer is a 
minor sport, played for 
tlie most part b,y 
Aiiiazonian girls and 
sciiooltioys 

It remains an 
es.senilallv un-American 
ai.tivUy, wlialever the 
Bi/ooi tlie goals • 
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autobiography of 
one of the wonas 
greatest athletes 
reveals some 
siirimsing 
secrets atm 
facets of his 
nature 



EIE GAP between public perception ana private insight of sports persona- 
bties IS often enormous But that is not the case with Carl Lewis, of the 
United States He seemfe to be universally unpopular Booed equally at 
home and away—during the 1984 Olympic Games m Los Angeles, and the 
1988 Games in Seoul, dislike of Lewis among his contemporaries cannot 
simply be ascribed, as he alleges, to jealousy of his exploits 

His autobiography. Inside Track, will do nothmg to change that In¬ 
deed, it will underline the fact for the evidence of the book is of a man bent 
on character self-assassmation 

That 18 not the mtention, of course But it is only one of the iromes For 
m begmnmg and ending the book with chapters on Ben Johnson, of 
Canada—presently traimng m Arizona for his January comeback m 
Hamilton, Ontario—Lewis mvites more comparison than he can with¬ 
stand Until the advent of Johnson as a worldclass sprmter m 1984 ^ 
Levns’s only peers were historical Indeed, in one of the few real insights 
m the book, Lewis justifiably complains that commentators were mcapable 
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of going: beyond comparing him with Jesse Owens, the only man before 
him to win foxir Olympic gold medals in one Games. 

It is amusing and informative to learn that Lewis was the “rimt” of his 
high-achieving family, a fact that must have had influence on his later 
transformation into one of the great athletes of the century, with his six 
Olympic golds, six world championship g^olds and many other meritorious 
awards. 

Lewis addresses, however obliquely, some of his own and his sport’s 
major problems. But there is a lot left unsaid. And what should have been a 
celebration of one of the most exciting careers in international athletics, 
ends up like a long revenge letter. 

Anyone perceived to have slighted Lewis in any way during his ten 
years at the top is remorselessly demeaned and criticised to an extent 
which is obscene. Larry Myrioks, for example, the last person to beat 
Lewis in a long jump competition nine years ago, is repeatedly referred to 
as a “choker” (he fails in big contests). When Myricks fails again in the 


H IS 

autoliioorapliy 
wllldonotliingto 
change that (tie is 
unpopular). 
Indeed, it will 
underline the fact, 
ter the evidence of 
thebootflsaman 
bent on character 
self-assassinatlon 








World Championships, ho is called a “world champion choker”. 

It IS petty and mean and does no credit to Lewis, like much of the rest o 
the book Intelligent though he undoubtedly is, Lewis does not have f 
strong line in irony 

He proclaims to be his own man, misunderstood by the crowd when h( 
takes only two of his six long jumps at Los Angeles in 1984 Yet, by th( 
1988 Olympics, he says ho took all six jumps just to please the South 
Korean crowd, and still it was not appreciated But it is the 100 metres ir 
Seoul which provides the focus And the substantial spectre of Johnsor 
haunts the book For the Canadian's arrival on the intenjational scene 
better defined I.swis foi’ Ins fans and critics Lewis was the artist, Johnsori 
the blunt instrument Lewis was the thoroughbred racehorse, Johnson the 
raging bull Lewis was intelligent, articulate, handsome, Johnson was 
bestial, virtually illiterate, suffered from a stammer, which increased the 
impression of stupidity 

It was a match made, if not in heaven, then in that particular hell which 
is modern athletics a sport which has bent all the way with the market¬ 
ing wind, with its pacemakers paid to lose races, its unending di'uj 
problem and its I'elentless hype 

Indeed, the long pi'oiiii.sod re-niatch of Lewis and Johmson outside of 
next summer’s World Championships in Tokyo, is now due to happen 
either in Netherlands or Spam 

A previous meeting in Seville m 1987 not mentioned in the book, 
which IS severely short on the sort of aneciioto to interest readers—was 
sal Litary 

Johnson won the race, but Lewis, having dipped his head through the 
line just in front of Johnson's tor.so—it is the torso which counts argued 
long and hai'd to be given the victory 

Marian Woronin, of Poland, who was Kuropean 100 metros record 
holder at the time, volunteered the opinion "Ho |Lewis| is pist not part of 
the ci'owd The rest of us are all friends, including .Johnson We all stay 
together, while he's off somev'here else It’s all he can do to .say hello And 
then there’s this posing around, he looks like a marionette " That was a 
reference to a frontpage photograph of Lewis di’cssed as a toreador Theie 
could barely have Ixieii a better comparison, with Johnson as the bull 

Sure enough, it was Johnson’s charge which won the world title later 
that year And even despite the already overwhelming certaint,y that 
.Johnson was on drugs, by the time the Olympics rolled round the follow¬ 
ing year, it was not just Canadians, close friends and admirers who 
wanted Johnson to win in Seoul Apart from the odd, unreconstructed 
American, it was everybody 

On John.son’s banishment from Seoul, there is the extraordinary revela¬ 
tion that a personal friend of Lewis's, Andre Jackson, who was not even an 
athlete, spent one hour in the drug-testing rixsm in Seoul talking to 
.Johnson And Lewis leaves little doubt as to his beliefs about Florence 
Griffith-Joynor (Flo-Jo) and Bobby Kersee, her former coach 

Lewis admits his own lack of marketing endorsements, blaming a bad 
pre.ss But the ambivalence about his alleged homosexuality, which he 
touches upon but never properly addresses, is undoubtedly one of the 
principal causes for his unpopularity m a .country whose sporting image, 
Ixirn of the cowlxiy, is of the ultimate macho man. In his own inimitably 
Uusteless way, Daley Thompson once highlighted rumouis about Lewis by 
going to a post-Olympic press conference in Los Angeles wearing a T-shirt 
emblazoned "Is the World’s Second Best Athlete Gay"^’’ But Thompson 
makes an interesting contrast to IjCwis m the arena of public perception 
Despite his own nasty streak, to which many can privately testify, Thomp¬ 
son’s flip attitude makes him everyone’s suiTogate hero, while I^wis tries 
so earnestly to do the “right thing” 

But there has been much to admire in I^ewis’s career. He does not live on 
talent alone, no athlete does, or can, in this professional age for the sport. 
He is one of the best competitors over seen. And he has had a certain^- 
respect for the sport, dc.spile admitting that he once faked an injury, when 
ho was homesick as a young man in Europe. Until this year, he has never 
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sought to compete at altitude, where the I'oduccd air resistance helps 
“explosive” events like sprinting and jumping, in order to chase a world 
record—his JOO metres in 9 92sec was recognised only alter Johnson's 
9.79sec in Seoul and 9 89sec in Rome, were expunged Ironically, when he 
I did contract to go to Sestners, in Italy, he was injured 
I There are long tracts which will be of little interest to the Kuropean 
reader, dealing as they do with the internecine world of college recruit¬ 
ment, the arguments over the composition of the US relay team and the 
split with his shoe manufactuung company 

But they are interesting in that since the book was published in the 
United States four months ago there has been opportunity tfi get .some 
reaction from protagonists 

Don Coleman, an executive with the Nike .sportswear company, and a 
practising Christian, was mortified to read himself quoted as having 
I described Lewis with an obscenity Ac'ordmg to Coleman, Cleve Jcwis, 
, Carl's elder brother, excused the quote “t.-. a way of helping sell the book”, 
i Tom Sturak, now an athletes’ agent, was Coleman’s bo.ss at the time 
j Sturak would have had to have been involved in the transactions Lewis 
i alleges, yet he is not even mentioned in the book But Stui’ak, while 
strongly doubting some of Lewis's accounts of colleges’ recruiting 
methods, said of Coleman. "Don wasn’t in any position in the company to 
make promises like Carl says You know, Carl was very close to Don. This 
whole thing reads like the reaction of a spurned friend 

If sources in the US book trade are correct. Inside Track is destined to go 
the same way as a post— 1984 Olympic book on Lewis, which was remain¬ 
dered almost as quickly as Lewis can sprint. Quite why Jeffrey Marx, his 
collaborator and a Pulitzer Prize winner, could not persuade Lewis to 
temper his negativity, oi’ did not ultimately take his own name off the 
book, is a mystery as unfathomable as Lewis’s reservoir of resentment. 

"Inside Track, My Professional Life in Amateur Track and Field, is published by Pelham 
Books, price El 2 99 ($25 50) 

Pat Butcher 

THE EUROPtAl. 
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SPEAKS 

In an exclusive interview to Spoitsworid, SUNIL GAVASKAR talks to ROHIT 
BRIJNATH on a variety of issues including his decline and decision to retire, 
why he was such a controversial figure, his life after retirement and 

Gavaskar the man 



SPORTSWORLD: What i> y«wr avsnfe day lika nakl 
SUNIL GAVASKAR; I don’t think it is different 
from my non-playing days. Almost the same. By 
non-playing orioket days I mean, when I was 
playing but no matches were on. Then I would go 
for cricket practioe in the afternoon, now I go to 
Bombay Gymkhana and play badminton. In the 
mornings I go to work, which is the same—Fm 
still with Nirlon’e—in the evenings, earlier I 
would have returned home late after cricket 

practioe, maybe - 

sitting down and having 
a yam with the boys I 
practised with. Now, af¬ 
ter badminton 1 go to 
PMG (the Professional 
Management Group 
offioe). Later, I spend at 
home reading or watch¬ 
ing the video. 

Afs you a very private man? 

Not really. 

Easy with people. 

I think so. 

You give the impression of 
being a very organised per¬ 
son, a very routine-orientad 
person. Would that be a «w- 
lect assumption? 

Absolutely correct. I 
think I‘ve got every¬ 
thing organised... my 
day is organised. This is 
something Fve imbibed 
from my father, he's a 
very organised man. 

Even today he looks af¬ 
ter all my accounts. IIb% 
got everything patr—in¬ 
surance premiums have THE BAOM 

to be paid, car licences . .. " . . . — 

have to be renewed,he’s 
there, he’s spot-on and I 

think I’ve taken it up Sometimes 

Is that why you were so Struggle tO HI 
organised in your crteket So while I Wj 

conscfouso 
organlsod—that you saw Wouldn’t jt 

tM crickrt wM not Sitting and 

going to be enough, finan- IiIsa U 

eJally, to gto by. So you WOUIO IIKe u 

modellod—you got orga- elSO Whlch IS 

***^ a lot to do happening a 

I think anybody wik) has Playing, just 

got a little bit of ihtelli- SyStem* 11 

genoe, will have seen im a 

from previous f 9 Dr piClilHg "p a 

erations’ ezperienoe, beCOme a ha 
previous orioketere' ex- 
psHence, that cricket la 





THE BADMINTON ADDICT 


Sometimes a lot of people 
struggle to make ends meet. 
So while I was playing I was 
conscious of the fact that I 
wouldn’t Just want to be 
sitting and doing a job. I 
would like to do something; 
else which is exactly what is 
happening at the moment. 
Playing, just went out of my 
system. I don’t feel like 
picking up a bat now....l’ve 
become a badminton addict 


only up to a certain age. After that 
peo^ Just stagnate Into a particular Job. Bams- 
ttmea a lot of people struggle to make ends mert. 
...So while I was playing orhdcet I was ccmacdous 
of the fact that I wouldn’t Just want to be sitting 
and doing ajdb. I would ttto to do BOimsthing rise. 
Which is exactly what is happentog at the mo- 
mant. 

Do you find any dWeran c s in (piddic) reoognidon now. 
When you wara a crichator couTM tt was IfMie—but 

- now is H any dHforant? Is It 

Isss? 

Aa a matter of fact it ia a 
little more. In a sense 
that I think a lot more 
people come up and talk. 
I think previoualy they 
just left you alone, 
maybe they thought you 
were too involved in 
your game, and they 
didn’t want to disturb 
you. But now a lot of 
people.. .you stop a oar at 
the signal and people 
who are crossing might 
Just sort of... 

Say halio or something? 
Yeah, they coma around 
unrt ■ha.irft hands. And 
probably in the old days 
you know they’d give 
you a second glance at 
the most. But now they 
would want to stop and 
■hnim hands. 

How do you feel MmniI K? 

1 feel very good about it. 
1 toal that if a stranger in 
M ADDICT t]i 0 street can come up 

and say look I want to 
altolte hauda with you, I 
think it ia a fsntactio 

t of people fteliag. __ 

ends meet. tti^whairSton^^MM 

aying I was prabtom in a Test owtob 

I fact that I 

/ant to be ^iSSTyetM^l’nitow 

leaiob. I ‘|b^iwsr£ > 

somettinp 

ictly what is thnse kind oT things. 
» moment BUlW farted lbs playing 

It out Of my toptwsixtrinrtQfn^ 

i feel like t Hon't fe^ ^ 
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■ddiota^rra become a 
badminton addict. Bot 
ae far as orioiKet is ocm’ 
oeroed, no I Juat..,I fcd- 
lo«r tbe game, Biore 1 fpil^ 
low tbe game, I read ab¬ 
out it, you know, keep in 
touoh through tbe nreee 
whatever. But ae for ae 
playing aspect is oon^ 
oemed, it’s Just gone. 
When people mast you on 
the reed, rm talking about 

SXnNffVawy ilQV fPvOpW J^NI 

know what Is the stamM 


When I was playing and 
travelling, I didn’t have that 
much time for Rohan. 
Rohan’s now grown he’s got 
his own circle of friends. Now 
that I’m free he doesn’t have 
time for me. So it’s crazy 


THE FAMILY WAS LEFT ALONE 


that throui^ his son, and I 
think that's one of the preb* 
lem that Maik has had as a 
player. You don't have any¬ 
thing like that with Rohan? 
CBi he’s only 14 and I 
don’t know what he is 
going to do, so I really 
have.. maybe if he takes 
up sport as a career then 
I guess, I guess I might 
just get involved or 
whatever. I suppose ev¬ 
ery father would get in¬ 
volved in his own son 


comment to you? Is there a r— 
common thing that people 
say to you? 

Yeah. I think it’s *mMlr 
Oavaskar I've alsraya 
wanted to meet you tad 
shake your hand.* 

That’s the standard '* A 

thing axid then if you are ^ 

there for a little longer RT , 

then they want to talk to 

you about the current 

team, the turual thing 

about why you quit 

the gazns 

Do you have a different view 

of father h ood now? I mean 

as a fathw, in the sense, 

that you have more Bmp 

with you? son now tiren 

perhaps you had beiom. Is 

itfaseinrtingtisiteieWnf^ ]f 

It is, but yOtt *000# ^ ^ * 

thing I 

mean wfurn t Wm pbip- ,, 

ing and tiraftUing I'! 

around a 161, 1 didn't i. 

have tb^jncKfotima for . 

Rbhan.^ Bobah"* 

now grown.. > - bwi pf 

Mends- iimkssd^MiSSii^^SAiX 
MdigjWudBirantt 

««* 

you mwiigfipwmqg nan greinip irapi CNinrr 

Yea, I nmdojlf tm vjih#^ 

after he paoc^ did. X #atfbninly 

Went Xndiki. Bew Maiid..,Waat ibdienC Sd l 

diitint M ^ 9Vk mnnl^. Bp tiud 

aenae»|idn^ X'bpfn ntliaed tMit pivi ^ 

whan 

hdianiy tdteradidsfttt v^, rv»,ftifinndtb^ 
Them li ana JiUlhL ana of fni Man Ihal IHehail 
wiw apnpiwva|ni re ifwy imawaniv 
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..-.. ... ■- Do you know where that ac¬ 
tive involvement should 
ond? 

Basides dont forget that ho 
is going to live up to a M of 
pressure, tho prereute of 
hokig SiM Gawnkar's son. 
^ pbqrs a bit of club 
Prleket now, and he 
ptoya in the lower dlvi- 
akm and I keep talking 
. to him the odd occasion 

you know be oomee and 
greBSsK^^^^RRIR lolls me. 1 teV him to go 

out and enj<gr his game, 
try and improve, learn 
^^HHR^bRHR foam every game, to try 
dW^KSriRlMlM and get batter. So that 

TMing about young people 

esthss kAum re sMuaisAreBlrere swremre 

jPOV IIRVR R IRpilVIlOel IIQwf 

perhaps even before, of 
' / jpwnhSgj^^wn being premctiva. A most re* 
^ * #iRP K^Wll pant axampla is Tamhiikir 
/RyBBR #*<1 idta hire your 
' idd».Wiydidyaudothat? 

Bhapto. Hie, Ithtnk, waa 
tbe only odier orkdcetsr 
that Iknowin 
India who rmH tire same kind of 
tog giuto^ die superiigfat weight leg guards. 
ttKHtar On, bs bad pwii- i| gh<^h e^y bad 

ghrenbim. Ibaagivenltto]iqroouain>axidhain 
turn had given It to him a^ Just before ihs 
Tmdalan tcnir 1 notVv*! that were in 

abaniute tattare. So I bad a pair widoh'X bant^ 
uaad for die BeUance Oiqi, and so there wasn’t 
apy proitom giving it to htmbeoauae it waa brand 
new. l^t you see dm idte behind the whole thing 
is (juite funny; I uaed fhoae leg gifords beoauae I 
beoavad I waa mainly a ain|^ man, I bdieve 
aiq0e8 and twos were the bfo blood of ^ batting 
and to 1 needed to oonaerye my mtftiy, make 
sure my toga weren’t vmy dred eo I had these 
auperlight weight leg guards. WHl, this young 
tii dke is trejitohing thpp - oii over r-b** park,so he 
dcwsnt reii%iM# there Ught weight leg guards. 
He dtrenT dP nid^ t'unning. 





I 1 

MijM liNfp • lOiiMi tyin* 
Mtem In gMng tiwm to 
Mm,« tf asUni Mm to cool 
<taim a Itttit Mt 
No, it*a just becauae he’s 
beim wring them right 
through his school 
career, since he was 12 
or 13 or something he’s 
been using both leg 
guards, and these leg 
guards were not being 
manufactured maybe a 
year ago. Now again 
they have started to 
manufacture them, be¬ 
cause the guy who 
makes them, he’s a very 
good friend of mine. 
He’s an Indian who lives 
in England and I think 
he might have given 
Sachin an extra pair of 
leg guards because he 
said they are going to ^ 
start manufacturing 
from September or 
something. 

How, why do you do this 
wHh a lot of young people. 

Is it that you're very in- 
tarested. Did anything ever 
happen with you when you 
were very you^ 

I was very fortunate in 
the sense when I 
into the Bombay squad, 
for the Raqji 'Trophy, I 
was in the reserves, and 
I had blokes like Rama- 
kant Desai, Baloo Qupte 
and the late vyay M^- 
Jrekar there. They took a 
great deal of Interest in 
making me feel at home. 

A lot ctf times, you know, 
you heard about these 
orioketers. Ramakant 


Singles and two’s were the 
lifeline of my batting. And so I 
needed to conserve my 
energy and make sure my 
legs weren’t very tired, so I 
had these super lightweight 
leg guards (which he gave to 
Sachin). But this young bloke 
is smashing them all over the 
park. He doesn’t do any 
running... 



V . i -/I*’.!* 

'faeokttw '"'jiihar'dbi''' 
IMckU nv iid M* 

>«f tf ia Mii ^ lia 
IhM wbMi you wm'ciplMn 
you awvtwy, fhouoidi ha 
taoirtt won *Voa uaad to 
heap your own oauhsai.*' 
TliM maaMyou uaad toatay 

OaV jPOUs vBral* Mu uNR 

Iruaf You taM ygu «aia in- 

VOIVM Wlul IM ptO* 

plo in your toam. 

I Uiinir that’s an untrus 
statement, because I 
don’t think there was 
any occasion when I 
didn’t encourage young 
players. I think you 
know iroungsters are.... 
Sorry, let me interrupt. I 
don't know whether he said 
anything about en¬ 
couraging youngsters. 
Wfhen Tm saying is, he said 
that you would not indulge 
in, you know, if the team 
was haviitg a good time off 
the field or something like 
that. You would not get in¬ 
volved in it. That you would 
like to keep your own space. 
No? 

No? 

In flEu;t, I think I ei^oyed 
all my years with Indian 
cricket from ’71 to ’87, 
and you know this 
mateship business was 
the thing that gave me 
the greatest thrill, sit¬ 
ting around with the 
bldkes and pulling each 
others* legs or finding 
some scapegoats for 
mischief. I loved practic¬ 
al Jokes and pranks. I 
don't think a lot of peo¬ 
ple seem to think that- 


pBsai was , in his time, 

txcL tal king about the early 

Ucya—was like a Pled Piper. I mean there wmw 
kids vrtio would Juet literally fiillow him, he was 
jurt unbelievable, and somebody of that popular¬ 
ity making me feel as if he had been jriaying 
oridBet wtth me all this life, instead of treeting me 
as a nswoOmar in the side, was fentaatic. Thqy 
mads ma fesl a part of the team. Ettdnt make me 
fed hka a ztewbopaer. And I said wdl, if cricketers 
like that can do that, thui. If I get down to being a 
'Test player then 1; irottld try and do that. 

I bMWyou haves npuliitttlQ Vito yeu^ 

iMfv kwoNid. and I aliB Imw thil iMiif MbMd Ibb 

svw^^aw^mwg w rmaamw uunneuu asMMi gv^ui suumv eiw^nMR wwUi 

^artMU aitont, but I w i Il|iieii||h Ki^'s 


...but then you 

must not, \ii3?t^'‘uthat';to^ 
you’ite the |o yomwelf 

whereas everybody etoB has ai room 80 a 

lot of plana can be matte vHth loom paitolertbidy, 
with iriayera tending tp Iwve llw osptein^a^ 
beoausB of nudciiBghot gc^ weUiJtii. w 

’lotdc, theoapt^hMi^eniangbiffnM^ 
not you know...'* so thl^ ba one cf ^ . 
reasons wigr fiM.ldn4 Of .8^^ 
occ u rred. Bttiby;0i3d: .ttp/lteflniteiy W' 

way wpa l.kieef^ loy, <i^'0(HtDael. 

~~~ you -- 

marOT ugiwiiw, wwwi,w.,ffc,.Biiajpip, , 

mediocritrf ^ 
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IN HIS BLACK AND WHITE SITTING ROOM 
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Public adulation feeds your 
stamina...And I think thaf s 
one reason why a lot of 
people carry on just that little 
bit more than they should. It 
gets a little too addictive 
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thnve on the pressure and the 
tension You also crumble under the pressure and 
tension But to try and g^t past that,that’s a httle. 
a sort of httle thin hne between crumblinsr and 
thriving under pressure And sometimes, I think 
you thrive under pressure basically when ypu 
know you're m good mck and you’re hittmg the 
hA.li well in tennis or you know you’re really 
moving well Generally, you know mentally 
you’re completely at peace etc 
So I think it’s a very thin Ime between thriv¬ 
ing—and sometimes when you’re doing badly, 1 
mean you could be playing well but getting a bad 
decision from the umpire, or gettmg run-out or 
an absolutely out-of-the world catch by somebody 
to a full blooded shot When these kinds of things 
hap{)en, then the pressure starts to gret on top of 
you 

What excited you—what in cricket was exciting to you? 

Well the fact that there __ 

were- it’s really very . . . i.... . 

simple—the fact that 
other countries’ bowlers 
were trying to get you 
out, and you were not 
gomg to get out very 
easily You were going 
to try your damndest ^ 

and hang around there 
This thing about being chal- 
lenged—like say, Imran 
from one side and Akram ' 

from another, sending down 
everything th^ can and you ^ 
saying ‘hey buddy, you’re ^ 
not going to get me out’, ^ 

was that a high? *’ 1 

Oh yes, I think so I ^ 'CSffilti 

think when you play , 
bowlers of that calibre 

and score against them, _ , ^ ^ 

certainly, it’s a high 
Is that about the best ‘high’ 

♦K u .'NSW/S 

I tlunk so I think you q,. ^{j 

get m front of a a crowd " 

that appreciates the 

game, a big crowd, that In 1983-84 

stands up when you get * 1 ,^ ia#aw r 

to a mark, a 50. a 100 * 

whatever it’s a great 1001 th0 pr0S 

op 0 ninf 

Before becoming captain. rasalitaH 

when did individual 10311500... I J 

achievement separate itself nior0 C3r0f 

from team achievement? thincrc Oni 

1 think no even before imngS...Un 

you are captain, 1 think TWO dDOUi 

always as an (^lening mad0 SIJr0 1 

batsman.the first fear is tarAiilH 

always the thought of wuulu 

survival You’re fboing 
the quickest bowlers ’ 


V 

< 1 ^ i*-- ' 


in W/S A HACK nnj- 
RK-w >fs!Sld! V' 

In 1983-841 r 0 alis 0 d I was 
on th 0 way down. I bogan to 
f 00 l th 0 prossuro of boing an 
oponing batsman. I 
r 0 alis 0 d...rv 0 got to bo a lot 
moro caroful about a lot of 
things...Ono about fitnoss. 

Two about practico. So I 
mado suro that tho doclino 
would bo gradual 


m the world. 99 % of the time. so 
it’s a questtcm of survivalBo obvidusly the first 
thoughts sue of self preservation—you go past it, 
past the first half hour, one hour, at lunohtljne 
you’ve survived. You know you’re past the fier¬ 
cest part of the attack smd you might oome across 
a httle more guile beoause the spinners might be 
coming on. Having survivad for the first couple 
of hours, where it is purely self preservation, 
then I think the tecun sort of comea*through 
Right, I’ve been there for two hours, the team 
needs me till 5 30 m the evening So you have to 
hsuig on and score as msmy runs sub you csm 
Often :t’s just the fact that jrou got to hang 
on—sometimes the bowlers can oome back, you 
might have survived till lunch but you might 
have had five wickets down at the other end So 
agam it’s a matter of your survivmg and getting 
your team to a respectable score. 

_ Did you find it difficult to 

.— understand, that some- 

Jm times during your career 
you were called a ‘selfish 
^1 batsman’, because you 
would bat for so long. They 
would say you were a ‘run 
accumulator’. Did that up- 
set you, especially when 
you were young? 

No. I don't think so I 
made it a pomt after a 
few years of having 
observed what was being 
written about matches, 
not gfenerally about me, 
but coverage of matches, 
that it was better not to 
read the newspaper re- 
ports So I would 
read the reports—sure I 
~ would open the sports 

.L*, P*«®* ®®® photo- 

^ graphs that would have 

X nni appeared And there is a 

, lot of other sports news 

^' You don’t have to be 

“ reading your own cnck- 

ilis 0 d I was etthmg So I don’t think 

I hAcvan tn thing upset 

■ ■ w me Maybe after the sea- 

of b0ll1g an eon was over and people 

>nian. I would keep cuppings for 

a “d then maybe 

't to b0 a lot yo^ about it and 
out a lot of said, ‘Ob.my Ood, why 

kut fitness ^ 

lUl Tlinoss. written....’ 

;tlC0. So I If not igMst, perhaps you 

;h 0 doclino ^ 

which time 

aouai itattodenodlftoxencetae- 

oAhoe it hap^ntol S 
■■HMI-—' moollto ago e 




after the tour was over. -HHHHi 

WhM you played, at the 

height of your concentra- . ,, 

tion, «*hat were you focus- TOWSrdS th< 

mycrickel 

lookingattl 

Always on the ball it waS a Hm 

Alvraya on ^ baU. WOillfl IaaIi 

Obviously when Am guy is WOUIO iwit 

running up, initially you OVOrS loft ai 

can’t see it.... my Qod. bl 

Yeah, you just oraocen- ^ . 

trate on the wrist hold- OV©rS l€ 

ing onto the ball. A lot of anothor 1 

bowlers kind of hide the a S4 

ball, but you still sort of And WnOn fl 

know where it is. Even ClOariy a SIS 

while the bowler is run- thim 

ning in, you re tr^g to 
see how he's holding the ' 

ball, trying to locate the f M NCtT 

seam, so you know ftom 
that whether he’s trying 
to bowl you an inswin¬ 
ger or outswinger. It 
doesn’t always work, but 
if you can get a quick 
look before he comes 

into bowl.I think the 

focus was completely on 
the ball—^you sort of go 
back, the ball goes past 
you and you still watch 
It right up to the wicket¬ 
keeper. I would never 
take my eyes off the ball 
even if I played it and 
missed it or even if I left 
It alone. (I would watch) 
the ball being collected 
by the wicketkeeper, 
thrown to first slip. I 
would still watch it, first 
slip to gully, gully I 
would watch it, gully to 
point 1 would watch the 
ball, point beck to the 
bowler I would watc^ 

the ball. The foouS wks L__ , , , 

Just there. In a sense i;t 
didn’t allow you to think of anything-elBe, 
because often between deliveries you can. he 
distracted fcy a lot of things; nmse, applataae, 
whatevw.^ So you just (xmcentrate. 

Wtt it Why tfringl 

It is tiring. The worst part if you have played the 
whole day, is neat morning, the early pivt of next 
uKuiiing. However mu<^ try and looaen out 
the msvipus evening, a showW, a sauna, a 
teaawgs, your wrtet beomnes stiff, your p^^ 
hectme stiir bscRuse you’re heading onto the bat 
with cemoentration. And your hawMrings get 


Towards the last year or so of 
my cricket, I began to keep 
looking at the clock or even if 
it was a limited overs game I 
would look at the number of 
overs left and I would say *Oh, 
my God, bloody hell, still 30 
overs left.’ Or 'Oh God 
another 11/2 hours to tea.’ 
And when it got to that, it was 
clearly a signal, ki Sunny boy I 
thime that’s it... 


f M NCH POx UNO VtjUH Li. 



ggggjgglg- tight. So thoee are the 

tldngs that can cause 
- you problems in the 

year or so or morning, but once you 

gan to keep loosen out and get back 

^IcnrskvAn if groove you 

CR or even II forget all thoee thingfs 

vers game I when you scored a century, 
BmimhArnf *^‘*^*' seenMd to do 

® quite often, how did it feel? 

OUld say Oh, at that paiticulsr moment 

hell, still 30 and then later in the 

r 'Oh God ATtSt particular mo- 

[lurs to tea I ment it used to be an 
— aha# if Mraw absolutely fantastio feel- 
p inai, n wras becauee the crowd 

I Sunny boy I was responding, the 

'S it... crowd would be happy, 

more than happy. They 
would be delighted at 
VtJUH'. Lii' your achievement and 

that happens anywhere 
anyone scores a hun¬ 
dred. Everybody gets a 
feeling of achievement. 
Whether he’s someone 
you support or an 
opposition player, you 
etui get up and applaud. 
So I think that feeling is 
fantastic. And then you 
come back home in the 
evenings or to the hotel 
room, and that’s when 
you’re alone and then it 
sort of strikes you that 
you have scored a hun¬ 
dred. Because till then 
you’re in a crowd, 3 rou’re 
with your teammates— 
when you come back to 
your room and you’re 
alone and maybe trying 
to get ready for a 
shower 

Did you get excited. If yow 
wife wasn’t around would 
you feel like callii^ her up? 

_ Oh yee. 

nwt sort of thing? 

Yeah, but she was on tour with me most of the 
time. 

You always gave the impresskm, and perhaps you were, 
of a man always under control. Absolute control. Yet the 
times you snapped and I’ll give you just two instances; 
Am ono with Chetan Chauhan in Australia and once in 
Ahmedabad when you scored a 90 something against 
the West Indies but were distracted by a Thums Up man 
moving near the sightscreen and you lost your temper— 
was this ariything to do with the fact that if you were 
tookhv for perfection, you got upset if there wasn’t any 
from Am other side? 







No, I don’t think ao. 
Look, I don’t set around 
to look for perfection I 
try to do my best and if I 
found someone was com¬ 
ing m the way of my 
efforts to do my best, 
then yes I would lose my 
head This used to hap¬ 
pen very often when the 
guy used to move behind 
the bowler’s arm And I 
would say ‘look, why 
don’t these guys under¬ 
stand that I’ve got 
enough problems as it is 
facing the quick bowlers 
etc and I could do with¬ 
out that distraction of 
the movement up there’ 

I mean for them, it’s just 
a Test they’re coming to 
watch. It’s just a 
tamasha or whatever, to 
kill time But I’m the one 
whose probably going to 
get criticised if I don’t do 
well, so why don’t they 
understand and let me 
do my own thing Why 
don’t they sit down. 

How do you kwk back to 
that incident with Chetan in 
Australia? 

Well. I think rve made it 
very clear that the deci¬ 
sion itself was bad 
Okay, I think that upset 
me I think if you review 
the video agam, you will 
fmd that I’ve actually 
started to walk off after 
Dennis (Lillee) said to 
me ’That look it hit your 
pad’ and I said, ‘No. it 
touched my bat first’ 
Then I started to (walk), 
because the umpire had 
given me out and there 
was no option I had to 
go And if you see the 
film, you’ll see that I’ve 
already gone past 


not quite sure who it 


My ambitions were centred 
on the cricket field. Off the 
field, in business, I'm not 
ambitious at all. I keep telling 
my business partners that 
they have to be ambitious if 
they have to make progress 
in business 


tS/gmBtt, 





Chetan Chauhan, and at that point, 
when Fm almost on my way to the pavihon, that’s 
the time when th? Australian said something to 
me 

Which Australians'’ 

Well. I mean Dennis did Dennis still laughs 
about it 

What did he say? 

He called me a part of the female anatomy 
Anyway he said it, he and somebody else. Fm 


aametlmee 


CM IM use Iht word ‘^aaf 
aiqrwiMra in that aantanca? 
No.no cheat at aQ. So I 
said, Qod, I mean there 
Fve got a bad deotaian 
and these fellows are 
calling me all...and so I 
turned back * 

If you aee that (video). 
IVs turned back at that 
stage and gone to Che¬ 
tan and said, 'C’mon, 

‘ let’s go’. That was the 
thing that really...that 
particular thing was the 
one that got me mad. I 
was mad as it is, ao it 
was like adding fuel to 
the fire. And at the most 
if that hadn’t been raid. I 
would have gone into 
the dressing room, 
broken a bat or thrown 
my bat around or maybe 
raved and ranted. And it 
would have all cooled 
down. 

DM you stfsr think about the 
fKt that being a sportsman 
of the level you were, of the 
highest dess, is very unfor¬ 
giving in the sense thet you 
cant really show too many 
amotions or a reaction? 
niere’a only one kind erf 
emotion that you cannot 
show—and that’s an 
angry emotion. And 
that's the only time 
when people are unfor¬ 
giving. 'That you are 
aup p o ood to be in tight 
oantrbl of youreeif—but 
if you show you've en- 
Jog^ something or are 
hippy about it I don’t 
think people object to it. 
But often at the highest 
- international level, the 
Joy that you fSad 

very difOoult to 


oome out with. Because you’re ao ftiuigbt with 
tension. So If a very dilB^t for the Joy to oome 
out. Maybe later in the d reeni n g room whoa 
things have gone wdl and you’re relaxing, but on 
the ftold...I found it difficult to go and wave my 
hands arouhd 

nw re not a vsiy aamorunraiiva man? 

Notteally. 

But how hnpartml, for $ aportoman Itoo you. fa public 




adMMhmT 

I think It** ImpcMrtaat becwoM tbat’a tbft kixtd 

cf thing that keepa you going. That’s the thing 
that liBeds your stamina. 

Your *g>. 

Ego at oourse. And it helps you to keep going. 
Anid I think that’s one of the reasons why a lot of 
people oany on Just that little bit mors than they 
Should. People don’t eort of quit beoause of that 
adulation, the glamour, everything attached to 
being a sports personality. It gets Just a little too 
addictive. 


there's a greater motivatioaa than jdaying 
for your oountey. 

You knew Boh WIHk used to Hstsn to casioM^soft or 
fqnwIhorapY. Ha dl ee had hh own list, a motivation list 
Did |ou havo anything of the sort? 

No. 

Ha di s s agabi, whsn hs was in trouble, whsn mdhkig 
was going right, h* said hs ussd to think of Uiies—what 
would Ullas do in a position Ilka this. DM you awar think 
of anyone whko in troidrfo? 

I tell you what,^if I was in trouble I was back in 
the pavUiou, (laughs). 


But at ths same time you 
wont adulation and Hk vitsi, 
but at the same time poopie 
got upset because there's a 
tramandous lack of nivacv. 

■■ aav aaveeasetf^rv 

A loss of privacy. Wherever 
you go there are people 
knnpingon you etc. 

I think people would ob- 
Jeot to a lack of privapy if 
the problem emerges to 
them lb the actual per- 
formanoe of their duty. 
Somobody Jumping onto the 
field? 

Somebody Jumping onto 
the field, somebody pop¬ 
ping into the dressing 
room trying to engage 
you in conversation. 
Thoee kind of things. 1 
don’t think by and large 
tbat there is that much 
invasion of your priva¬ 
cy. In fact there are a lot 
of plus points in being a 
public figure—you can 
get seats in an aircraft, 
hotels... 

What about motivation- 
...drive...was there any¬ 
thing specific? 

I thhik the biggest sing^ 
le motlvatioa was play¬ 
ing for India. I don’t 
t h i nk there’s anything 
more than that really. 
When you’ve played for 
India.. .1 fiiink Izi^ was 
the blggeet one. I mean I 
had motivation even 
when I jdayed for my 
club. I was so proud of it 
that I (badly) wanted my 
cdub to win. So there was 
motivation {di^ring for 
Dadar Union and play- 
toE for Bombay and Nir- 
km. I think tte motiva* 
tlcm was always there, 
hut I don’t think 





In our country the popular 
conception of a sportsman is 
that he should only be playing 
the game and at the end of it, 
he should be the kind of 
figure whom you should be 
able to take pity on...But if a 
sportsman becomes, not 
necessarily successful, but 
content, being able to do 
what he wants, then he’s out 
of the mould 


But if you wsrs hitting or 
missing for 4-5 bails. 

No, I think you Just 
hiing around and said 
you can’t give up. The 
fact that you’re there 
means you've survived. 
It’s not like bowling- 
...bowling, you’ve td- 
ways got the next de¬ 
livery. 

What for you constlhitod 
‘success’? 

To do well as a 
batsman... 

Lst me put it more specifi¬ 
cally: was thsie a precise 
moment, a period of time in 
life when you thought, yes. 
I’ve made compr^enskre 
use of my talents. I’m 
almost as good as I can be. 
No, I don’t think I’ve 
thought of it in that 
way. Beoause I think 
you are so busy playing 
crlcdcet—from 1978 after 
the World Series, TnHtw. 
played so many match¬ 
es—that really there was 
no time for thinking, 
looking back. You were 
always sort of looking 
forward, to the next 
series etcetera. You nev¬ 
er really had time to 
think, ‘ah, now I don't 
need to do anything 
more.’ Those kinds of 
thoughts never really 
oame to me beoause I 
was always thinking, 
what’s coming up in the 
next series—we’ve got 
the West Indies or the 
Pakistanis. So one tried 
to get a lot more in¬ 
formation on those 
gujrs. Basically, like get 
a video, watch a bowler 
who you've heard of but 







haven’t seen in action, to . ... 

see what hla action la. 
see what his run-up 

is....even on t^evision, | don’t tindC 
try and m ake out, *ah 

he’s running in a Uttto aspeCt, DeC 
different for the inswin- are peopic 

arer'. Maybe you're SPOrtsmc 

wronir, but you were ^ “ 

trying to get yourself tVeryOnC I 

prepared for slight theif Sta 

changes in the bowling. 

He may be bowling close ——————— 

to the stumps or sway ' '* ' 

from the stumps. So you 
look forward. I still don’t 
look back. 

Success is different in team 
games in a wray. In indi- 
vMuai games K is very cut 
and drM. But for you, «vas 
it breakii^ a record or win¬ 
ning a Test match or... 

I think winning the Test 
match. And having con¬ 
tributed something to it. 

There are occasions 
when I didn’t contribute 
anything—didn't take a 
catch, didn’t score a run, 
didn’t even oatise any¬ 
body to get run-out in 
the opposition...but I 
think that satiBfaotion is 
greater than any per- 
sonal-aohie Yemen t- 
satisfaction. 

What about things like - 

breaking Bradman's record 

(of centuries) and scoring 10,000 runs. 

I think 10,000 runs was special. I felt very good 
about that. Bradman's record was just a statistic¬ 
al achievement because, Fve said this over and 
over again, the man scored it in 52 matches and I 
scored it in 95. So there’s absolutely no compari¬ 
son with that But 10,000 was special because it 
was the first time someone had done that. And 1 
Ihink that’s the time I let my feelings show. 
Running with the bat over your head for the run and 
punching the air? 

Teah, it was really something special. 

Perhaps the best.. 

No, I think the very best has been when we won 
against England in 1971. I can’t ever get over 
that. The biggest high in my llfe..and I scored 
what, 5 or 2 or O in that game. But you know it 
was unbelievable, the ‘high’ I mean. 

1985 Benson 8 Hedgss in Australia? 

Yes, that was good. But I think the team played so 
well. It was a totally diflbrent team (torn what 
had happened earlier on. It was a rejuvenated 
team, so to speak. 

You spoke of retiroment a Ifttle ivhifo back and wlqr 


I don’t understand the money 
aspect, because I mean what 
are people supposed to do, 
sportsmen or whatever. 
Everyone is trying to better 
their standard of living 



■BaBMapji- psopisfoon. WbMidMyQii 

rsalbs you warn in dtcNiM 
and how did you accdpt and 
id the money work wRh dadina? 

I I mAan larhaf 

■ *" J " wnai way—in 1983-84 I real- 

K^Sed to do, ised I was on the way 

whatever down. I began to feel the 

proaeure of being an 
ing lO Oener opening bataolan, 1884 

d of living to be {Hcooise. When you 

start to feel the pressure 
of being an opening 
r iLU rt A , j bataman, which I didn't 

feel until then, 1 real¬ 
ised, now ok^, rm on 
my way down. And Tve 
got to be a lot more oare- 
fhl about a lot of things. 
One, about fitness, two 
about practice. So I made 
sure that the decline 
would be gradual i It 
shouldn’t be that you’re 
at a certain ‘high’ and 
then you just crash 
down. I didn’t want that 
to happen. I wanted it to 
be gradual—^maybe oom- 
edovm halfway and then 
okay, quit. 

But you never had any prob- 
iem accepting it for your¬ 
self? 

Absolutely no. I think 
every sportsman gets to 
a situation where he 

- knows that somebody 

else is going ’ to be 

that little hit better. 

Why I ask, is because a lot of people seam to have a 
proMsm with it (accepting decline that is). McEnroe for 
exampis, there is no way he can play lika ha did 10 
years ago. But he stUI believes ha can win a (kind Sl«n 
title—he can’t. Realistically no. So thare is this thing 
about being unrealistic and not being eUe to accept 
decline. 

I think cricket is slightly different. Tnmis being 
an individual sport, you know one to one, and 
you get to a certain age and you know you’re not 
really going to last a five-setter. But in oriokst 
you can always pace yourself as a bataman. 
Maybe not as a bowler, but as a batsman surely 
you can pace yourself. Uks the bell’s going to¬ 
wards the boundary and you paowyoursMf. hi the 
old days you would have takm three runs. Hens 
you take your runs in suoh a way tiuit the third 
run is impoasibla. 

So it doesn’t look like you’re ncA taking tjaa 
third rue, but I think y^’ro t a l cin g your 
first and second run insult a way. You ODoserve . 
yourensrgylt’samatterofJUBtcHfortin.lMnipls'ft* 
hut .you’re not eo tired that your HeMficexIt 






fbr the next few daarel 
it them • sM&msmien your taleiit itfmyiiif. That 
it's not going to be like tt was brfoiO. Is there a sadiMtt? 

Not iiniawH aoinebody has totally humiliated 
me. You know your opponent has been ao bloody 
good that he^B made a complete fool of you. Then 
there ia aadnaes. But if that hasn’t happened. I 
suppose not. Then I suppose you still go around 
feeliog that okay it's been a good innings. In 
tennis if you are beaten 6-CX 6-0. now that’s 
hiuniliaUon. 

Whtn you think back, what did you feel that now okay 
I've been doing this diing all my life and now I’ve got to 
give H up or/ I’m choosing to give it up 
No, those kinds of thought never came somehow, 
funnily enough. 

No, don't say funniiy 
eiKMgih, I’m just asking, i 
don’t know whether people 
feel those things. 

No. I sort of knew in my 
mind...it used to get to a 
situation...! never was a 
brilliant fielder but I en¬ 
joyed fielding. I eigoyed 
being on the field. I en¬ 
joyed the aspect of being 
over there and thinking 
to myaelf. if I was the 
captain what I would do. 

Would I move this fiel¬ 
der here, would I make 
this bowling change, 
would I ask him to do 
this. And so even if 
you’re not getting any. 
success, even if you were 
chasing 400 or SOO or 
600 you still enjoy being 
on the field. Towards the 
last year or so of my 
cricket, I began to keep 
looking at the clock or 
even if it was a limited- 
overs game 1 would lodk 
at the number of overs 
left and I would say. K>h,. 
my Qod, bloody hell, etui 
30 overs left’. Or I would 
say 'Oh Qod, another iVk 
hours to tea*. And when 
it got to that, it was 
clearly a signal. Id Sun¬ 
ny bey 1 tldnk that’s It, 
you’re not eojcqiing the 
game anymore, so give 
it up. 

Tha^ realisation sms 
Ofwwing—that you’re not 
.snjcylng ibb game so 
' ihod dmfing the 

off Ssason, ypa’n into 4 
sttuatkm wbsErs, if the 


season finished on April 30, if I didn’t pick up a 
bat by 10 May I would be feeding etupld. After 10 
days rest I would have a bat at home and play 
imaginary shots. The last three years, say 1969- 
86-87 I just didn’t think of picking up a bat. I 
mean if the season finished April 301 picked up a 
bat in September. I didn’t pick up the bat in 
between unless it was some friendly match 
Thsie Is a grsat dllsmma about rstiramsnt. Sportsman 
only know usually how to do thsir particular thing, and 
umiks a doctor or a writer or in other fMds, sportsmen 
have a short time span—by 30 you’re finished usual¬ 
ly. And then people ilka Borg, for sxampio, hsvo 
problems. Adjustment is difficult. Yet your post-crickst 
adjustment has been magnificent. You’ve just endsod 
from one thing to another... 

(laughs loudly) No, I 
think. 

Do you plan a lot? 

No. 1 think it just hap¬ 
pened because I was 
aware that I was going 
to get out of the game. 
So I was aware that 
mnOe I was not enjoying 
the game I better lookat 
aomething else. Fortu¬ 
nately, even while I was 
‘heavily’ into cricket I 
had a couple of outside 
interests. So that used to 
keep me occupied dur¬ 
ing the off-seasons or 
even in the evenings, 
sometimes. Therefore 
the transition was fairly 
easy. I didn’t look over 
my shoulder,look back 
again and aimin. 

The tempo of life nuKt have 
chang e d a re you happy? 
Absolutely. 

Totally contsirt? 

Totally content for the 
simple reason that my ; 
amtotions were centered 
on the cricket field. Off- 
the-field, in buainasa, 
Fm not ambitious at all. 
Fm just quite happy to 
be... 

You aren’t ambitious? 

Not at all. 

Really? 

Really. And 1 keep on 
telling, my business 
partners that they have 
to be amtotioua if they 
have to make progress 
in business. 

You nay you’ro not ambi¬ 
tious, yet psopfe say thrt 

‘man, this guy nirtes 

- 



GAVASKAR AND SHASTRI 


I think there are a lot more 
cricketers who made more 
money through Indian sport 
than I have...Like Kapil...And 
Ravi Shastri’s no way behind. 








•0 much money*. It that because you’re 
a success and odter Indian sportsnun have not been a 
success? 

I think the popular idea in our country, the 
popular conception of a sporteman. is that he 
should be only playing' the game, and at the end 
of it he should be the kind of figure whom you 
should be able to take pity on. ‘Aare he was such a 
great player, abbi dekho he’s just working here 
and there’—that seems the popular conception. If 
a sportsman fits that conception, yes, he is right 
on the ball. But if a sportsman becomes, not 
necessarily successful, but content, being able to 
do what he wants, then he’s out of the mould. So 
people start talking about. ‘You know he’s mak¬ 
ing money’ or He’s this, that or the other*. I don’t 
understand the money aspect, because I mean 
what are people supposed to do, sportsman or 
whatever. Everyone's trying to better their stan¬ 
dard of living. 

I agree. 

And Fve never understood this particular fascina¬ 
tion about whether a player makes money or not. 
It’s quite crazy. 

Do you feel unique. And you - 

are. I’ll tell you why—apart 
from other things—today 
you are the most successful 
Indian sportsman ever. And 
b) no Indian sportsman has 
made as much money, and 
I’m being positive here not 
negative, through and from 
Indian sport. Vijay Amritraj, 
remembw, made most if 
his fortune abroad. How do 
you react to that? 

Aaah, I don’t think 
that’s quite right 
actually. 

No? 

I don’t think that part’s 
quite right. 

What part? 

Well, I think as far as 
bemg the most success¬ 
ful sportsman is con¬ 
cerned is always open to 
debate. Some might say TRYING ID RAISE 
yes or no. It’s your point 

of view—my point of _ 

view might be different. 

ni agree with you on If’ft (bUSineS 

that, (laughs) I don’t Illf« If VAI 

want any arguments on ,.*****' "* 

that! That’s something delivery, yoi 

iwt always til 

accepted by a lot of peo- DOUnOflry, 801 
pie in a ^vory positive Straight 

way. As far as the " 

second thing is con- 

cemed, I think there are BBHBHeHR 


a lot more cricketers who made more money 
through Indian sport than I have. 

Like who? 

Like Kapil, Kapil made a lot of monqy. And Ravi 
Shastri’a no way behind. So, I think it’s sort of 
subjective. But I think because I maybe was the 
first.. .not the first, because there were people like 
Col. C.K. Nayudu who made money...! don’t 
know whether he ever ‘made’ mon^, but who 
showed us the way. in the sense that he did 
endorsements etc, and when you talk about 
having made money through sports it is basically 
through endorsements. It’s not because of actual 
playing (fees) which is very little. It’s the other 
endorsement, opportunities you get by being a 
sportsman that one has to capitalise on. And 
because I was the one who, I think perhaps did a 
lot more—C.K. Nayudu did one or two maybe, I 
maybe had done 6 or 8 in a particular season—so 
maybe I caught the eye. 

I read a piece m Gaef/efflia/i magazine whicli said tfiat 
your wife was tin tough businesswoman—does she 


handle the business part? 



You mean as far as my 
own personal endorse¬ 
ments are concerned? 

Yes. 

Yes, she does it. I'm 
bloody embarrassed to 
talk about anythmg like 
that. You come to me 
with a proposal—if I say 
okay, fine—I look at the 
proposal for example 
what he’s asking me to 
endorse. If I agx^ with 
that okay, then I say 
right as far as the finan¬ 
cial terms, the legal 
aspects etc, go and talk 
to my wife. 

But you don’t have a reputa¬ 
tion of being naive at all— 
you have a reputation of 
being Intelligent in busi¬ 
ness deals. 

But I never get into this. 


TRYING ID RAiSE ONE S STANDARD OF 
LIVING 

If 8 (busines8 opportunity) 
like if you get a looee 
delivery, you hit it maan. If 8 
not always that you hit it for a 
boundary, sometime you hit it 
straight to a fielder 


Never 

Thqy say that ‘when Gavas¬ 
kar sees a good business 
opportunity, then he’ll take 

It’s like if you get a loose 
delivery, you hit it, 
maan. It’s not always 
that you hit it for a 
boundary, sometimes 
you hit it straight to a 
fielder! 

Ooyou ever have an identity 
problem? tecause accord¬ 
ing to rny Hst you’ro a for- 




mer cricketw, I*vb «van got 
goniut, writw/ business* 
man, model and a celebrity. 

What identity do you 
choose? 

Me, I prefer the identity 
of a man who goes and 
works, plays his bad¬ 
minton in the after¬ 
noons goes and 
watches... 

You’ve become a celebrity 
in fact after you’ve stopped 
playing cricket? 

That’s what I was telling 
you about when I said 
people now stop the car 
and come and shake 
hands, which wasn’t the 
case earlier on 
In the framework of cricket¬ 
ing history how would you 
like to be remembered? 

Basically as a cricketer 
who showed Indian 
cricketers to stand up 
for what is right, and to 
the cncketers that you 
don’t have to be big and 
strong to play the quick¬ 
est bowlers in the world 
What about as a batsman? 

No I don't think so 
No? 

Really So many bats¬ 
men maybe I was a lit¬ 
tle more determined ab¬ 
out hanging around 
there—not as much as 
Geoffery (Boycott) of 
course! 

While I was doing soma 
reading on you, I came 
across an old article which 
said that when you were 
young and very successful 
as a cricketer, you were a 
little naive bsMuse you 
were surprised that people could be critical 
of you even It you were a great success. Was that true? 
(A long silence) 

Should I say it again? 

I understand but ah .. ^ 

Were you surprised that you were so good and yet people 
were criticai of you? 

Ah. sure—I think you wonder why the criticism 
was coming. You would eiqiect criticism when 
you have done badly, but when you've pot done 
badly you’re surprised why there should be some 
criticinn. So I guess... 

Did it change your attitude towards the press at all? 
I think 1078-'ra, when this Packer business oame 
up and when we had discussion with the World 
Series authorities, that was the time. It 


was very open, no¬ 
thing was'done behind 
closed doors. People 
knew the Packer guys 
were around and that we 
were talking to them I 
went and talked to the 
Bombay Cricket Assooiar 
tion (BCA) and told them 
exactly what the propos¬ 
al was. And the BCA 
being part of the Board 
would take it back to the 
Board. So everything 
was above board. At that 
partioular stage a lot of 
newspapers csdled me in 
partioular, not the 
others so much, a 
'traitor' And that retdly 
made me feel very upset. 
I was then facing quick 
bowlers and I always 
used that example simp¬ 
ly because as an opening 
batsman I can’t use any 
other example . that 
here I’m trying to put 
my hfe out there, no hel¬ 
met, 90 mph quick bowl¬ 
ing and it just needed a 
split second miscalcula¬ 
tion for you to have a 
serious injury And 
you’re doing that play¬ 
ing for your country 
and yet these guys 
started calling me a 
traitor when there was 
never any question dur¬ 
ing that Packer situa¬ 
tion that I was not ^ing 
to play for India 
So were you wary of the 
Press from then onwards? 
So I said, ‘look why is 
this happening to me?’ 
Sure I was wary of the Press. ..and no, I was not 
wary of the Press, I was careful 
Cynical? 

No, I was careful Careful about who I spoke to or 
whatever 

Did your wicirot symbolise anything to you while batting? 
No. (silenoe). But being bowled was the supreme 
insult I think Like if you straight drive a fast 
bowler it's a supreme insult to him. 

You knm you’re a man who sparks off aii sorts of 
contradictions (he laughs). Do you ever wonder why? I’ll 
give you an example if you want. 

Sure. 

In the last series that you played, the Reliant (^p, 
when you were bowled by OeFreHas in the semi finals, 
there was a rumour, peo^e thought you had sold your 


Basically (I want to be 
remembered as) a cricketer 
who showed Indian 
cricketers to stand up for 
what is right, and to the 
cricketers that you don’t have 
to be big and strong to play 
the quickest bowlers in the 
world 
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wicket. Did you know that? 

On the other hand, i think it 
was Robin Mariar or some¬ 
one who said it was the best 
ball of the entire tourna¬ 
ment... 

Well this IS it. This is the 
price one has to pay. 

Is that fame, or being a 
champion? 

Whatever, I think that's 
the price one has to pay. 

I know there were these 
kind of ugly things 
being talked about. And 
then I said to myself, 
well that’s it, because no¬ 
body’s saying a word ab¬ 
out the way Siikkapth 
got out. Nobody said a 
word about, okay not no¬ 
body said, there was a 
lot of comment about 
Kapil. But nobody said a 
damn word about Srik- 
kanth getting out. But 
then, this has been the 
major problem again as 
far as our cricketing 
public and cricket wri¬ 
ters are concerned. It’s 
that there’s such a thin 
line between carefree 
batting and careless bat¬ 
ting. It's really a very 
thin line and if I, for 
example, played careftee 
cricket • 

meamng playing shots, 

I would alwe^ be dub¬ 
bed as having played 
careless cricket. While 
those who were shot- 
makers. if they played 
carelessly, they were al¬ 
ways dubbed as being 
carefree cricketers. 

Well, this is what I was going to ask you. During the 
1983-84 West Indies tour to India, you suddenly 
started playing a different style of cricket. You were 
hitting the ball about much mom. A lot of people saM 
the same sort of thing then. Why did you chanip, why 
did you become so extravagant? 

I think, because now I had played against the 
West Indiee in 1883 (in the West Indies the 
previous winter) and I knew what their taotioB 
were. The tactics were to try and get you fending 
off your face and get you caught bat-and-pad or 
behind the wicket. And there really wasn’t going 
to be anything that was pitched up to you. Now 
the taotica were very, very clear. In the olden 
days, you maybe had only 2 bouncers an over, 
now you were going to have more than that. 


maybe 4 bouncers, 
I had gons to the West 
Indies in 1983 and I 
used to hang around 
there for 00 minutes, 
two hours and score 19 
runs or 25 runs, some¬ 
thing like that. I would 
see the best part of their 
bowling away«and then 
it would be just one 
damn delivery which 
would get me out. So I 
said, look Tm doing all 
this hard work, stUl the 
result is very little, 
there’s nothing on the 
scoreboard to show. I 
might have made things 
easier for the lower 
order batsman because 
that’s what an opening 
batsman’s role is. 
Having seen 
what was happening in 
1983,1 said ’look this is 
no way I’m going to get 
runs. I’ve got to play 
some shots and the only 
way to play shots is to 
try and hook the badl’. 
Because when you're de¬ 
fending the ball, a short 
hail, there is that one 
fraction of a second 
when your eye is not on 
the ball. When your arm 
or glove comes in front 
and you’ve lost sight of 
the badl for a fraction of 
a second. But if you de¬ 
cide to hook you’re 
seeing it all the way. 
That’s an aggressive 
situation, but you are 
also in a position to leave 
the ball. if it is too 
high or too wills. Because 
you’ve kqpt your iqre on it all the vny through. 
Dkf jfou say St tost tons tt was bacauss you wanted to 
sn|oy yoUr crichat? 

1983-84, b eca u se I decided on these taoffIR said 
to my self Tm going to ei\}ay my cricket sjiid again 
it was misunderstood. In my case a lot ctf things 
get misunderstood vexy.aasily. Ss that’s all right. 
What I meant by^ that was, that while earlier on 
there were deUveriee in the first tow overs that I 
would let go—sooreahle deliveMes—now Fm 
going to play them because I know I’m going to 
get runs off tbmn and Fm going to enjoy my 
axiokst. What peopis didn*t try a^ undmwtand. 
was earlier ob we had a situation where—with 
due respect to thsm-r-Bishmii, Chandra Snd Pras- 


I said, ''Why is this happening 
to me?. Sure I was wary of 
the press...and no I was not 
wary of the press. I was 
careful...Careful about who I 
spoke to or whatever 
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Me were d, 10 and 11 and they were not really 
going' to add anything nnxM to the scoreboard. 
So you had to be very oarefhl, you bad to be 
defenMve, you had to build an innings hrom 
scratch and take it up. 

Then in 10^3 we had a situatiaiEi where some¬ 
one like Maninder Sinfi^ would hang around and 
you knew the b ug ger could hang around. The 
No. 11 was no rabbit. So 
the responsibility of bat¬ 
ting was that much les¬ 
ser. So you sort of said 
‘Okay, why not get down 
to a aituatioa where you 
play your shots and en¬ 
joy your cricket? But 
that was again mis¬ 
understood. that I de¬ 
cided to pity shots in¬ 
stead of eri‘inding. See, 
when I grind a bowling 
attack I become selfish. 

When I play my shots 
Fm careless. So either 
way there was a body of 
opinion which waa al¬ 
ways going to be anti- 
me. I was never going to 
be a winner with them— 
so that’s fine, no 
problem. 

Apparently before you went 
out to bat, you took 10 
minutes off. People didn’t 
talk to you for 10 minutes. 

Is that true? 

Not about ten. it used to 
be less than that. I didn’t 
speak rather than others 
not speaking to me. I 

didn’t respond. 

put my boz in, that was 
the time, I switched off. 

And the box was put in 
normally 6-7 minutes 
before 

What did you think about 
Anyttiing particular? 

Yes, I would Sty, look 
Fm going to play these 
kind of bowlers, the 
wioket is Uke this, basi- 
oally trying to put my¬ 
self into a situation 
where I was going to 
play straight. 

That’s it? 

That’s it. 

The sKpe thing* 

Absolutely, every thus. 

Ware you t^aetthen when 
you wanted to drop yourself 
lower bi the cader and again 


there was ali that contravany? 

Yah. 1 think hmw the thing was again that I don’t 
think 1 made myself very ctear on that and I can 
understand the controversy that came up. Jjoak., I 
had been an opening batsman for such a long 
time and suddenly Fm asking to be dropped down 
the order. It probably didn’t make sense to a lot of 
people and I can understand that now, because 

I didn’t make myself 
very clear then. What 
used to happen was, 
while I used to open the 
batting in spite of being 
the captain and the re- 
sponsibUity etc., I was 
never standing in the 
slips. Vishy used to be 
standi n g in slips all the 
time and I would be 
standing outside. Now 
standing in slips re¬ 
quires great concentra¬ 
tion, because you could 
be standing there from 
10 o’clock till 5.30 pm. 
At 5.25 the bloody catch 
might come to you and 
you could drop it. All 
your concentration 
could go down the drain. 
So it was very important 
that you concentrated 
very hard. Now with 
Vishy having gone out 
of the Indian team I was 
the slipper. And because 
I was the lone slipper, 
boost of the time I would 
be concentrating very 
hard Uke any sUpper 
would. ’That used to take 
a very heavy toU of my 
ooncentration and ener¬ 
gy and that’s why I used 
to ask that let ms have 
just 10 minutes to put 
my feet up. If I bat No. 4 
or No. 3 it gives me 10 
minutes. That’s what 
happened at Madras—^I 
just had barely time to 
get wrtyped in a towel 
and the guys had gone 
out to bat and they were 
out. That’s what I 
meant. But I don't thmk 
I made myself clear 
then, so Fm to blame. 
Some questions on captain¬ 
cy. InOom Moraes’book on 
you, he says, that after the 
1978 Pakistan trip you 
said, ‘Captakiey is some- 



H! rriNG THfe LOOSE BALL 


If I played carefree cricket 
meaning playing shots, I 
would always be dubbed as 
having played careless 
cricket. While those who 
were shotmakers, if they 
played carelessly they were 
always dubbed as being 
carefree cricketers 







tflini I mvar wantad’. DM 
you say that flippantly or 
what? 

I think I said it very 
seriously Because what 
happens is, as vice- 
captain you can be con¬ 
tributing a great deal to 
the team’s tactics with¬ 
out havingr the responsi¬ 
bility of having’ taken 
the decision Now you 
could get a lot of Joy 
seeing that, what you 
told the captain—move a 
fielder here, bring this 
bowler on—work And 
you know, right. Oh 
God, I’ve done that That 
kind of situation But as 
captain again there were 
things that didn’t work, 
like they didn’t when I 
was vice-captain as well 
But as captain you were 
actually responsible for 
that So the responsibil¬ 
ity of having taken a 
decision, which then 
eventually backfired, 
would always be there 
So as a vice captain you 
emoy most of it—a sing-^ 
le room 

So, you were scared of re¬ 
sponsibility as captain? 

Sure I was At that 
stage, yes And I think it 
went against me for the 
captaincy in 1079 to En¬ 
gland 

Going back to Kapii—he 
writes in his book that you 
were a 'negative thini^. 

Now you have a reputation 
for being a defensive cap¬ 
tain, that's a common opin¬ 
ion. Was there some few of 
losing? 

No 

Then what? 

I think it was a very realistic appreciation ctf what 
my team’s strengths were And my teams 
strengths were such that I was not going to be 
ahle to win a match, because I didn’t have the 
bowling. You need to take 20 wickets, nobody's 
going to declare both the innings for you to score 
runs. That’s it. I think thore was the appreciation 
of my team’s strength, that 1 didn't have the 
bowling to get tbs opposition out—so the obvious 
fkotor therefore was to make sure we didn't lose. 
Because if you lose, you kxae Nobody's going to 
say you didn't have the bowlers. 


Do you ov»r think you 
jHMflod your team moagtft 
I think the odd occasion, 
yes, the odd wicket I 
might have misread. 
Sure But by and large it 
was also well known to 
Indian cricket lovers, if 
they were honest 
enough to themselves, 
that apart from Kapil 
who was the only match- 
winning bowler who 
could run through a 
side We had others who 
would maybe capture 
the odd wicket and 
you can’t have Kapil 
bowling from one end aU 
the time So I think I 
knew It would be very 
difficult to win matches 
And therefore you made 
sure you were not m a 
position to lose But even 
then, I don’t think I went 
into a match saying* 
‘Ah, drawl* 

But you think the word ‘risk* 
wouM be in your vocabulaiy 
as a captain? 

Yeah, sure 

You were willing to take 
risks? 

Sure In fact what 
I say about a lot of people 
who pam comments on 
my captamcy. that if I 
as a oaptam made moves 
vrhioh were obvious to 
people Bitting 75 or 100 
yards away, then 
where’s the subtlety m 
captaincy? But when I 
made moves—and I tell 
you those were the only 
day 8 when I used to read 
the papers the next 
morning—and those 
moves worked, to get a 
wkdnt , I never ever aaw that in Die pfqiers. 
You never got cradit for fliat... 

Never. Bwuae those moves were mads very 
subtly You know you don't lodk at a wi<dcet or 
make a move to get a wicket that particular 
delivery. You’re planning a wicket maybe over a 
period of two ovmw, or fi^ overs. IhOM kind of 
things were never written about. Point is, if 
c^itaincy was as ea«y as to be Judged by |iec^ 
watching in the stimds or Bitting in the pren b^ 
from 100 yards. im big dem, everyope ooqM 

be daptain. 

Do you think you WWW * good captaM? Mow weuM 


Because I had decided on 
these tactics, I said to myself, 
I’m going to enjoy my cricket 
and again it was 
misunderstood. In my case a 
lot of things get 
misunderstood very easily, 
so that’s all right 








lala youiMlf. 

I tbtok t wasU very reepooBible ci^itain. 

<;ood Wfoni. You'ie mltinf-^ write vny nut, dam. 
pfDM, not like soma other paopia wtw write for your 
conHMHiy... 

...Who uaed to write for me! (laiiglis) 

Hava you aver writtan bafore...wlMt do you read? 
Fiction. I used to read a lot of bicgrraphiea on 
political personalities, but I think that waa just a 
idiaee. Now, Fm really into fiction. Big print to 
make sure my eyes don't 
get affected. I'm still 
careful about my eyes. 

And good p^)er. 

Your writing's like your bat* 
ting—safe, not flamboyant 
Oh, Fm not too sure. 

You’re the only person I 
know whose sa^ng it’s 
safe. A lot of people... 

No, it’s good. I think you 
fmow your limitations... 

To be honest, I ei^oy 
writing. I love writing. 

And I try to have a con¬ 
versation...! try and un- 
agine a reader, and I 
imagine a very common 
person whose getting up 
in the morning and 
reading, and I try and 
speak to him through 
my column and have a 
conversation with him 
Fd like to be in touch 
with my readers that 
way. rather than be tell¬ 
ing a person, ‘This is it, 
this is it'. I would rather 
think Fm talking to him 
and maybe hell get back 
to me and say look, 'No. 
no Sunil, you were 
wrong about this or 
whatever. 

What is yW problem witli 
Bsdi? Or what is his prob¬ 
lem with you? Is them some 
doep*rooted resentment 
somewhere? What hap¬ 
pened in England was ridi* 
culous. In your columns 
you’m usually a very cool 
person. You sqr things but 
you don't shout them. The 
only time you’ve lost control 
is the tfaiw you and Bed! 
had thjrt l ittle war in your 
mapoctivo columns. 
bo4r found It very wobd—- 
why are time grown up 
guys golnf for aa^ other in 
thtoi^ 


To be honset. Biahen and I got on very w^. Okay, 
the last couple at months have been tou^h but 
before fiiat, there really was no problem. Fve 
always said that he's the best left-hapd bowler 
and Fve seen.pace and cfpin. he was simply 
poetry in motion. No question about that. And I 
have a great deal of admiration for hi m as a 
crioketer, even as a perscm, till things started to 
hiqipen last year. Things had happened a long 
time before, but I had ignored them and... 

is this about that you wore 
responsible for knocking 
him out of the team? 

No. no. that came a little 
later. But before that 
there were things that 
happened, ah which, 
weU I wouldn’t like to 
apeak aver here. But I 
think I took a lot of 
things firom him sinoe 
file thne he quit, 1980- 
81 whatever, and he had 
a oolunm, or he used to 
write, not a oolunm, but 
in the papers. I took a lot 
ofthings'from him. Till 
last year, when this 
‘player banning’ busi¬ 
ness took place. And the' 
reaction of the plasrers 
immediately after the 
ban was: ‘you know, the 
Board is our father, our 
pcuents’, or what, I don’t 
know what word they 
used, I don’t quite re¬ 
member it now. ‘And we 
are the children, we are 
like a family, they 
shouldn’t you know...’ 
And that was a very con¬ 
trite stand taken the day 
after the ban. I was not 
in India, I returned the 
next day. 

Anyway, I think we 
then decided to go to 
Madras and have a meet¬ 
ing to think about form¬ 
ing aCrioketmw’Associa- 
tion or whatever. I think 
Kaidl and Arun Lai had 
gone there maybe 24 
hours earlier or whatev¬ 
er it is, because they had 
been told by Tbe Hindu 
lawyers or advocates 
that they had a case 
going, l^t the Board 
could not ban them be¬ 
cause of fills, this, this. 
Now when we were all 
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What I say about a lot 
of people who pass 
comments on my captaincy, 
is that if I as a captain made 
moves which were obvious to 
people sitting 75 or 100 
yards away, then where’s the 
subtlety in captaincy?...if 
captaincy was as easy as to 
be judged by people watching 
in the stands or sitting in the 
press box...then no big deal, 
everyone could be captain 






gathered orer there- 
...and there the lawyer’s 
opinion was. that the 
Board ooiild not ban ns 
and that if they did, 
there was a good chance 
cS us winning. At that 
partioular situation the 
decision was that there 
would not be a letter 
asking for the Board’s 
pardon. My only con¬ 
tribution to that partiou¬ 
lar discussion, as far as I 
recall now, is that I said: 

’Look, do they still give 
3 rau the same kind of let¬ 
ter that they gave to¬ 
wards the end of my 
career?’’The Board used 
to give a covering letter, 
that enclosed herewith 
is the contract for the 
series. Kindly note that 
any deletion, subtrac¬ 
tion. addition will be tre¬ 
ated as 3 rour refusal to 
play for India and your 
refusal to play for hadia 
means, you know, you 
will be banned. Which in 
fhot meant that you juat 
signed the oontract... 

So I said that is where 
you can always argue 
that what option did you 
have, that you were 
going to play a match 
because this contract 
you couldn’t delete. So I 
said you just argue on 
this aspect, but they m 
fkot decided that along 
with this aspect that 
they would go with the 
lawyer’s opinion. 

Now when that particular thing happened, 
Bishen (who was. supporting the ban) wrote that 
the idayers met under the ‘villainous guidazme’ of 
the chief oo-ordlnator SMQ. That was when I said: 
"That’s it, rm not going to take anymmre irtnn this 
man now’. I knew Bishen’s duplicity, dot^We stan¬ 
dards. because I had experienced it over a period 
of time. What he said and what he dki were totally 
difforent things And I said, now I cannot it 
whan the guy is actually accusing me of making 
the playars change their minds, (when in fkot it 
was The Hindu opinion which had done it). You 
know 1 had nothing to do with their nhang ing 
their minds, changing their stance from this to 
that It was TTie Hindu opinion that had done it 
but yst tibia man without evoa making any in- 
qulrisB, chose to accuse me. And that’s when I 
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said. 'WeU this ia it rm 
not going to take any¬ 
more from this guy.” 
Thafa why I started to 
point out to the readers 
through my columns 
that what Bishen does, 
what Bishen vniteB are 
totally different things. 
Totally oontsary things. 
From thme it ssoalated 
It escalated to the point, 
that each time 1 asked 
him queationa in my col¬ 
umn, he would not 
anavror the queationa if 
you notiqe. He would 
make further allega- 
tione against me. Which 
was being stupid, be- 
csuee any intelligent 
i reader would make out 
that he’s not answering 
questions.but he’s only 
trying to. .ah, ifsasitua- 
tlon, like you know, 
ebor maobBBye abor. 
And BO I stopped. I said 
look this ia rWouloua. I 
can’t possibly go 
on.. .and in any case he's 
been a great orioketOT, 
he’s been a colleague of 
mine. I don’t want to get 
into this slanging 
match. So 1 stopped, 
'niatwasit. 

He said a lot of>Uiings 
in New Zealand as wdl 
and although rm out of 
the game. 1 meet a of 
players, (not neoosaarily 
Bombay players) and 
they kept on teUhig me; 
‘Faaje aimt aisa kar rahe 
hai,* Tsfl^i ye 
kar rahe hai’-*-I UMki to bear all this 
and I used to aay: %ook. why dcmt you tell him 
instead cd telUnif m«F Okay, th^ had their foara. 

And thm again this partioular dilng in Bng- 
land, whan that partleular busineaa tocdc jdaoe. 
Tbe diaaasooiation (firom the captain's detiaton) 
waa bad enough, but he made another atatsmant 
(which ofaviou^ is a private statement tMOauae it 
was mads within four waU8.)»„Abnnt Wfikt 
wanted to do with the Indian tsam attar the dai^ 
Sion had backfired on tbe first day> 

This is foe dacMon fo bat 

'That he Imd diaasapoiated iOma^ in the evening 
anyway.,in a press oonlkraoce. But bsfojfo that be 
^1^ a atatementwfot a privafo 

About the Indian team. Or what he wopldOka fo 
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I love writing. And I try to 
have a conversation...! try 
and imagine a reader and I 
imagine a very common 
person whose getting up in 
the morning and reading and I 
try and speak to him through 
my column and have a 
conversation with him 
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do with thd Indian team. Which really Set me off. 

WhydM hesayf 

I cant tell you beoa u ae it was a private statcauemt 
When that ooeurad (the dteasiociallon ftom the deei- 
skm) did yowi write eomething in The Daily Tetapaph? 
rm not quite sure what I wrote, but I said, look he 
shahid have done a bit of damage-limitation in¬ 
stead of adding to the damage. That's what I 
wrote about. But I think the critioiBm was really a 
orloketing one. 

A lot of people thought it was personal oritto- 
iem A.nd Tiger (Pataudi) thought, for example, 
that rd lost my c^jeotivity, or he questioned my 
objectivity as a journalist, or a writer, just be¬ 
cause I had written that pieoe. But then, do I 
become an ol:(ieotive writer onl^ if I had said, 
‘Biehen Bedi ia very nice’. Does that make me an 
objective writer? Or because we’ve had a 
scrap in the past, am I 
not supposed to oritioiBe 
if I think it is wrong. 

But I think there were 
these kinds of thoughts. 

A lot of people mixed the 
two—there was no need 
to mix. My criticism ab¬ 
out him as a manager 
was there. That he didn't 
do...that he wasn't there 
to put any tactical input 
into the team, he was 

only a trainer. And all Mr i 

these things. I made my ^ 

points that even as a cap- 

tain he was in my opin- 

ion—okay a lot of people 

say I was not a grood cap- 

tain—not a good cap- 

tain. So there is no oon- 

nection between the two. 

But a lot of people tried 
to justify Bishen's writ- 
ing to me that 
manner. t. 

Were you shocked when you 
got that letter? 

No, because I was fore- 
warned by an English¬ 
man saying, look, I be- 

lieve Blshen is going to ———————— 

call a Press conference; ■ p:- 

or give a letter, or some ■ RHOW DIS 

such thing and half an double stam 

tie—is that the woi^^ 

or whatever. periOu Of lit] 

Now I fizul that he has atid What hc 

agi^, you know, gohe different tl 

on to do. what Fve been Olfiereni II 

saying about him—by tl 

teyteg ^bat he did not 

;w!ritelk(tltetettor)asthe 


BfSHEN BED! 

I know Bishen’s duplicity, 
double standards, because I 
had experienced that over a 
period of time. What he said 
and what he did were totally 
different things. Contrary 
things. 


Indian team, but that he wrote it 
in hie perscmal capacity. Tve got a copy of that 
letter—if the Boerd wants it, ttuQr oould see he's 
wrlttffiCk over there, India Cri^et Team Manager. 
So I mean It just goes to prove what he is. And I 
fbel a little sad at the turn of events. Should really 
never have happened. But there are (mly so many 
times you can turn the other And really. If 

for example he had xiot used that term *villaizu>uB 
guidanoe' I probably would have taken a lot of 
map from him again fbr another ten years. I 
would not have written a word about him. But the 
fkot that he tried to impHoate me in things which 
I had nothing to do with, that made me say.... 

liKMan sport doosiit have too many peraonaHties. Big 
poopla. Big names. You’ll ona and you'va got a colunm. 
Badi’s another, ha's also got a column. Kj^I’s 

anothor, also with a col- 

- umn—and all you guys hMo 

p robi oms (with oach other). 
Now what about Kapil, you 
had proMems with hhn as 
wall. Was it only ttwn? Was 

|4-«-*■ 

If ouBnnmRif 

Nb, I think it waa over¬ 
blown. Frankly, Kapil 
and I, pecqple would be 
surprised, they wrote a 
lot of stuff, and we never 
really had a problem. I 

B think we get on very 

well. Biehen and I got on 
very well during our 
playing days. Kapil smd 
I get on very, very well. I 
think it surprised a lot 
of people, a lot of people 
think it’s an act. It’s not ; 
an act. Again, there is | 
genuine admiration for 
each other's cricket. And 
we're very comfortable 
in each other’s company. 
Romi and Pammi get 
along very well and 
that’s been an added 
)iluB. They are a riot 
O! actually—when Romi, 

Pammi and Jimmy 
. . Amarnath’s wife Bhlku 

i duplicity, get together, it’s a riot 

k. b0C3USC I ^ think it came to a 

fhaf nvs>r a situation where the oap- 

taini^ ohaxiged bands, 
’hdt he Sdid ...Wmit once to him and 

(fere totally TwifiSW n. m . 

. Contrdry couple «f things about each 

ethar alae..,pwfiaps 
May be... 

_ Oiacewhon KapH seoracl .2- 

■■■■■I- S fifties, you said hell twv- 
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tt scora MoVwr ffCl^ 

That waa In 1970. That 
waa long, lon^ way ba- 
fiote ha became captain, 
or bafine he waa in run- 
Bing for the captaincy. 
He mM in Ms book, that it 


upset him a lot 
Sura it did. But it waa 
meant to upset him. it 
was meant to provoke 
him into action. 

He said you should have 
told him, not written it 


Kapil and I, people will be 
surprised, they wrote a lot of 
stuff, and we never really had 
a problem...A lot of people 
think it's an act. It's not an 
act.Again there is genuine 
admiration for each other's 
cricket 
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They (Ramakant Desai, Baioo 
Gupte, Vij^ Manjrekar) were 
fantastic. They made me feel 
a part of the team...and not a 
newcomer. And I said well, if 
cricketers like that can do 
that, then, if I get down to 
being a Test player I would 
try ana do that 
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Kai^ would get 20^ 
easily, and then you sat 
baclf and said, ‘Right, 
now hell get a very big 
score’. And be would get 
out. And so it was 
tratlng to you, to watch 
so much brillianoe. so 
much natural ability 
being wasted away in 
careless, impetuous 
play. So it got to a stage 
and 1 wrote about that in 
a coliunn, I think for 
SportBworld. And I said 
I don’t think ICapil will 
get another 50. And it 
was meant only to pro¬ 
voke him to get a 50 and 
come and tell me ‘Skip*- 
per, I got a 50’. And he 
did that. He got a 50 in 
the next Test on a beast 
of a wicket. Absolutely 
unbelievable track it 
was. And he got a 50 as 
if he was having net 
practice. 59 or 69 or 
something and he came 
inside and said, ‘Skip, I 
got a 50’ and 1 said 
'That’s it. That’s what I 
wanted to hear from 
you’. But ag:ain 1 sup¬ 
pose xnaybe you could 
say a lot of things in 
nicer ways and without 
upsetting people. Maybe 
my manner of saying 
that was not correct and 
which upset him. So I 
accept—could have been 
a mistake. But it was 
meant to provoke. 

But coming back to 
our relationship, I think 
it’s been very good. I 
don’t ever recall having 
an argument with him. 1 
think the only argument 
I ever had with him was 
when I finished playing 
Test cricket and that’s it. 
Again, it was for barely 
S-3 minutes. But in 
those daysa lot of things 
were written. And 
again, It did make a little 
sense to people who fol¬ 
lowed the gains. Because 
when I am the ci^;italn, 
when tme m^ppointed 
captain, Kapil’s per- 


fmrmanos was not exact- formance wasn’t any- 
ly top drawer. And when thing to set the stands 
I had been dropped as on flra. So I think there 
captain and he had been was the feeling that, 
made captain, my per- okay maybe, we were 
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THE ART OF CONCENTRATION 


Nobody in his right mind 
would deliberately play badly 
to let down a captain or a 
team. Because at the end of 
the day, you’re only cutting 
your own feet off. If you play 
badly you get dropped. It’s as 
simple as that. 


not trying our beet. 
Which ie ridiculous, be¬ 
cause you know the one 
thing people aeem to 
forget is that you have a 
personal reputation to 
maintain as a cricketer. 
If you’ve achieved some¬ 
thing, that is there to 
maintain. Nobody in his 
right mind would de¬ 
liberately play badly to 
let down a captain or a 
team. Because at the end 
of the day you’re only 
cutting your own feet 
off. If you play badly you 
get dropp^. It’s as sim¬ 
ple as that. 

And similar is the case 
when you're captain and 
you make selections that 
you’re accused of. You 
know, you picked ‘A’ be¬ 
cause he was from Bom¬ 
bay or from North Zone 
or South Zone or what¬ 
ever. I mean, no captain 
does those kind of 
things, just because he's 
from a zone. Bbcause 
again it's like cutting 
your own feet. If you’re 
going to pick a third 
rate player instead of a 
top class player, then 
you’re only damaging 
your own chances of 
being captain again- 
.... because that third 
rate player is obviously 
not going to perform, 
you get dropped as cap¬ 
tain. You might make a 
mistake as captain or as 
a selector in understand¬ 
ing the potential or abil¬ 
ity of a player. That mis¬ 
take anybody can make. 
You might see in a per¬ 
son a certain spark 
which might have been 
there for a particular 
match but which might 
be absent most of the 
time. So that is a mis¬ 
take any selection com¬ 
mittee can make or any 
captain, when he is join¬ 
ing a committee. But 
again I think it suited a 
lot of people to say a lot 
of things. • 





F hi8 mother hadn’t made it a 
habit of bowling to him in their 
drawing rom and perfecting his 
straight drive, Sunil Gavaskar 
may have been just another teller 
at the Bank of Maharashtra, 
Prabhadevi branch, Bombay, 
taking the morning tram to work, 
occasionally asking for his 
manager's permission to go 

and watch a certam S Tendulkar 
at the Wainkhede Stadium on easy 
afternoons Who knows*? 

But there are bigger rewards in 
this world if your left elbow is 
pointing to mid off after you have 
finished your cover drive, for 
Gavaskar, the transition was that 
a would-be autograph collector is 
now one of the most sought-after 
dispensers of the scrawl Kismet 

Accessible Witty Down to 
earth Intelligent Somewhere 
along the line, he is also one of the 
more human superstars It is 
possibly one of the few things for 
which he has never been credited, 
it 18 something one begins to 
appreciate when one turns to the 
glamour boys of abroad Botham 
IS a very visible example he has 
assaulted people smoked pot 
been accused of having broken a 
bed with a former Miss Barbados 
et al Boycott refused to play for 
his country for three yeai s 
Dennis Lillee kicked a Pakistan 
captain durmg a Test match bet 
against his own side ind used a 


non-wiUow bat during an Ashes 
Test 

Gavaskar, in compcirison, pales 
Generally he has been a restrained 
sort of person Among the very 
few mstances he flew off the 
handle was at Melbourne, 1981, 
when he walked off, almost 
conceding the Test A more 
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passive reaction was his decision 
to skip the Calcutta Test in 1987 
against Imran’s Pakistan and his 
refusal to declare agamst Gower’s 
England m 1984-85 
Here too, in retrospect, he 
deserves a second thought The 
hot seat of a captain, who is also 
one of the best batsmen ever, is 
unlikely to be a comfortable one, 
you have the Press runmng after 
you for your readmg of the 
match/the pitch/the opponent’s 
bowlmg/your personal life/your, 
httle ftnger/the 

umpirmg/everything under the 
sun, you have an uninvited visitor 
at the hotel room with his son and 
niece asking if they can be 
photographed with you, you have 
a member of your team wantmg 
advice on a technical problem he 
has with his battmg, you have to 
call your wife m Bombay who 
hasn’t been well for the last two 
d^s, you have to go and see the 
team doctor over the pain in your 
right hand, the official reception 
by the local association is 
half-an-hour away and all the 
members of the team have to be id 
the hotel lobby in 20 minutes flat; 
then there are a whole lot of 
schoolchildren at the end of the 
corridor waiting for your 
autograph. 

On top of that, you can’t take 
quiet walk outside the hotel; if ybu 
need a private moment with 













yourself you have to hole up in 
somebody’s else’s room and ask 
the telephone operator not to put 
thimigh any calls. It’s easy to 
blow a fuse in these 
oirtnimstances, often 
understandably so. And it just 
takes that one instance to snap 
and you have the country’s Press 
and Janata saying that SMG is eui 
ill-mannered slob, a big-headed 
bum and an insensitive nut.There 
you are. What is worse, is that 
often the image stays. 

And for cricketers like SMG, the 
harder they tried and the more 
they achieved, the increasingly 
difficult it became to all-please. If 
he scored it was ‘selfishly,’ if he 
didn’t it was ‘deliberate.’ l^en he 
was out first ball in the 1983 
Calcutta Test against the West 
Indies, Eden Gardens swore that 
he had accepted money for it. The 
laugh ie that nobody could prove 
it and it takes some skill to be able 
to deflect Marshall down the leg 


Recent photographs with wife 
Pammi 

side and get caught by the wicket 
keeper. 

Ihe fact that he made more 
money than most sportsmen in 
the country during his career was 
passively resented by the Janata as 
well. This is surprising; he wasn't 
cutting into their income; all that 
the income may have meant to 
SMG was that he now need not 
sweat in the summer nights but be 
able to reach out and flick an a/c 
switch; he need not run after 
sponsors to organise a benefit; he 
need not be a senior officer in 
some bank on ‘playing leave,’ but a 
partner in his own business. 

But somehow it made people 
uncomfortable that a cricketer, a 
species that is traditionally high 
on the popularity ratings but low 
on the numbers, was tops in both. 
So surely, according to them, his 
batting had to suffer. I have heard 


some ez-Test cricketers insist that 
SMG was no longer a great 
batsman once he developed an eye 
for the ledger. I find the theory 
laughable; would anyone dare tell 
Franz Beckenbauer that his skills 
as a manager or player declined 
once he replaced his Lada with a 
Mercedez? And in SMG’s case, 
some of his greater achievements 
came in the second half of his 
career when one presumes he 
made more money than 
before—his 881 at The Oval in 
1079 (rated alongside Stan 
McCabe’s 838); his 96 at 
Bangalore against Pakistan, 

1987; his 836 not out against the 
West Indies, 1983; his 90 against 
the West Indies. 1983; his 187 in 
the Bicentenary Test, 1987. 

And interestingly, trade 
unionists have always been telling 
us that productivity goes up with 
wages. Are critics trying to insist 
that as long as SMG’s disposable 
income was ‘X’ his ability to 
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j negotiate the rising ball was 
I excellent and once his income 
bloated to ‘X plus’, the bat started 
I coming down from third slip and 
I he started leavi ng a bigger gap 
between his bat and pad*'’ 
Ridiculous 

There is an endearing side to the 
man and you don t have to scrah h 
far below the surfaie to notice 
The way he talks with youngsters, 
the manner m which he will put 
the nervous at ease, how his 
letters are invariably 
hand written with a laugh slipped 
in somewhere, and occasionally 
his honesty (a couple of former 
Indian left-armers may not agree) 
as well The interview in this issue 
highlights this last quality in a 
couple of places -he acc'epts that 
he possibly erred m not 
respondmg to Kapil the right way 
when the all rounder was just 
starting out, and not getting 
himself understood when he went 
'bang, bang’m the senes against 
the West Indies in 1983-84 and 
was accused of not trying 

Gavaskar says his statement (‘I 
want to eiyoy myself) was 
misunderstood in that case What 
else could the public have done*^ 

On the one hand the side was 
tottenng, and on the other you 
had the team’s best batsman 
saymg that he wanted to enjoy 
himself Besides, with Kapil as 
captain, the inference was that 
SMG was less bothered about how 
the team fared than he should 
have been He became an 
immediate culpnt 

The interestmg thing is that it 
wasn’t the first time he was 
havmgaslog During the Jubilee 
Test at Bombay in 1980 he started 
hittmg from the word ‘go’, tonked 
John Lever for a six and after he 
was out for 40 odd, returned to 
say that ‘I wanted to entertain 
some of the old timers m the 
pavihon’ Surpnsmgly, no cricket 
writer crucified him then for his 
rashness, neither was he accused 
ofhaving sabotaged the side I 

under Vishwanath’s leadership 
India was thrashed by Botham in 
the Test, but SMG escaped without 
criticism Three-and-a-half years 
later, when the captain was Kapil 
Dev and SMG played no 
differently, he was hauled up on i 


the racks and had coal heaped on 
his head 

The mterview in this issue 
exposes an mteresting SMG He is 
mellow (admits that he may have 
made some errors with 
self-projection during his career) 
and on the other hand, explosive 
(onBedi) He is techiucal (why he 
decided to hook in the 1983-84 
senes against the West Indies), he 
IS analytical (why he went with 
self-doubts to West Indies in 1971) 
and the fact that he is not 
ambitious as a busmessman 
(surprise') 

One last comment It’samazmg 
that it was only 10 yeairs ago that 
we made his life hell because he 
was honest enough to tell the 
BCCI that he was offered a 
contract to play for Packer The 
oombmed myopia of the BCCI and 
the nusplaced loyalty to the 
establishment by the Press and 
public, deprived SMG of facing the 
hkes of Lillee, Roberts and the 
world’s fastest in possibly the 


most competitive cncket circuit in 
the modem era 
How will SMG want us to 
remember him’ As a cncketer 
who wanted his colleagues to 
fight for their rights 
And how will we actually 
remember him’ As a famihar face 
pieddUng a particular brand of 
textiles, the ‘100’ on the 
scoreboard, and hundred rupee 
bills (lots of them)’ 

Twenty live years from now 
when he is possibly weanng j 

bi-focals and usmg the hair-dye 
every now and then, it might be 
noetalgpc to think that decades 
ago we bunked school to watch 
him on the telly and an entire 
generation of schoolboy maidan 
amateurs grew up feeling that 29 i 
Test centuries couldn’t be that ’ 
impossible | 

Unknown to SMG, that has been : 
his biggest contribution to Indian 
cncket • 

mUDAR PAWCRYA I 







PREVIEW 


NATIONAL EVENTS: 

Boxing; World Cup at Bom¬ 
bay, from November 10 to 
17. 

Cricket: Irani Trophy, Rest 
of India vs Ranji Trophy 
champions Bengal at 
Bangalore, from Nov. 2 to 
7. 

East Zone Ranji trophy, 
Bengal vs Bihar at Calcutta 
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 3. 

Hockey: 7th All India Sugit 
Singh memorial prize 
money tournament on the 
newly laid synthetic turf at 
j the Burton Park, Jalandhar 
I from Nov. 10 onwards, 

' Four foreign teams, Ideal 
' Club of Lahore, Bhawalpur 
I XI, Malaysia XI and Yugos- 
I lavia XI to participate. 

I Sub-Junior Nehru tourna- 
I ment at Delhi from Oct. 26 
I to Nov. 14. Junior Nehru 
I tournament at Delhi from 
j Nov. 13 to 19. Senior 
Nehru prize money tourna- 
j ment at Delhi, from Novem- 
I ber 14 to December 9. 

Football; Federation Cup 
, zonal rounds frorri Nov 25 
I onwards DCM 'final on 
Nov 8 at Delhi Rovers 
Cup at Bombay, from Nov. 
4 to 20 Equestrian events: 
i Classic Asian Show Jump- 
I ing and Horse Trials, at the 
I Harbaksh Singh stadium. 

I Delhi on Nov. 10 and 11. 

I Swimming. Senior national 
I championships at the 
I Andheri Pool, Bombay 
from Nov. 13-18 
Table Tennis: East Zone 
championships at Aizwal, 
from Nov. 14 to 19. West 
Zone championships at 
Pune, from Nov 23 to 27. 
Surjit Kaur memorial Open 
championships at Delhi 
from Nov. 1 to 5. 

Volleyball: Bawa Mohinder 
Singh championships at 
Delhi from Nov 14 to 16. 
Rallying; 11th Himalayan 
Car Rally, flagged off from 
Delhi on Ncv. 4 
POlo: Field Marshal Cariap- 
pa Cup at Delhi from Nov. 

' 10 to 17. Cavalry Polo 
match at Jaipur Polo 


grounds on Nov. 18. Tiger 
Montain, Prithi Singh Cup 
at Delhi from Nov. 19 to 25. 
Classic Cup at Delhi from 
Nov. 26 to Dec. 1. 
Wrestling: Mahan Bharat 
Kesri Dangal at Delhi from 
Nov. 22 to 25. 

SAF championships at 
Lucknow, from Nov. 21 to 
23. National junior and sub- 
junior championships, Indi¬ 
an style at Delhi from Nov. 
22 to 25. 


INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: 
Cricket; New Zealand’s tour 
of Pakistan Detailed itiner¬ 
ary: Nov. 2 vs Pakistan, 
first one day internatiorral 
at Quetta. Nov. 4; vs Pakis¬ 
tan, second one day inter¬ 
national at Lahore Nov. 6; 
vs Pakistan, third one day 
international at Peshawar. 
West Indies tour of Pakis¬ 
tan. Detailed itinerary: Nov. 
9: vs Pakistan, first one day 
international at Karachi, 
Nov. 11: vs Pakistan, 
second one day interna¬ 
tional at Lahore. Nov. 13: 
vs Pakistan, third one day 
international at Gujranwa- 
la. Nov, 16-21. vs Pakistan, 
first Test match at Sialkot. 
Nov. 24-29: vs Pakistan, 
second Test match at La¬ 
hore. World Series Cup at 
Australia. Nov. 29' Austra¬ 
lia vs New Zealand, day- 
night fixture at Sydney. 
Nov. 23-27: England vs Au¬ 
stralia Test Match at 
Brisbane. 

Hockey: Champions Trophy 
for men at Melbourne from 
Nov. 17 to 25. Holland, Bri¬ 
tain, Germany, Pakistan, 
Australia (holders) and 
USSR to participate. 
Athletics: New York 
marathon on Nov. 4. 

Golf: Four tours World 
championship at Tokyo, 
from November 1 to 4. 
Kapalua International at 


Maui, Hawai, from Nov, 7 
to 10. RMCC InvitationI, 
Thousand Oaks, at Califor¬ 
nia USA, from Nov. 15 to 
18. 

World Cup. grand Cypress 
at Orlando, USA from Nov. 

23 to 26. Skins game, La 
Quinta, California on Nov. 

24 and 25. Largo Classic at 
Florida from Nov. 29 to 
Dec. 2. 

Motor Racing: Australian 
Grand Prix at Adelaide on 
Nov. 4. 

Motor Rallying: Lombard 
FIAC Rally of Great Britain, 
world championship final 
round, start and finish at 
Harrogate, England from 
Nov. 25 to 29. 

Rowing; World cham¬ 
pionships at Tasmania 
from Oct. 26 to No. 4. 
Squash: Dutch Open at The 
Hague from Nov. 1 to 5. 
World Open at France from 
Nov. 7 to 11. Canadian 
Women’s Open at Ontario 
from Nov. 15 to 18, Stutt¬ 
gart Open from Nov. 20 to 
25. 

Horse Pacing: Melbourne 
Cup at Melbourne, Austra¬ 
lia on Nov, 6. 

Equestrianism: Nations Cup 
show jumping at Toronto 
from Nov. 7 to 18. Nations 
Cup show jumping at Lon¬ 
don, from Nov. 12 to 18. 
Swimming; Elektroimpex 
Meet, at Budapest Hungary' 
on Nov. 9. Seven Hills 
meet at Rome, from Nov. 
15 to 18, 

Judo: European Junior 
championships. Under 19 
years for women and 
Under 21 years for men, at 
Ankara, Turkey from Nov. 
15 to 18. 

Karate: WUKO World 
championships at Mexico, 
from Nov. 20 to 29. 

Tennis: ATP finals at Frank¬ 
furt, Germany, from Nov. 12 


to 18. Silk Cup cham¬ 
pionships at London, from 
Nov. 6 to 11. USA vs Austra- 
ItOr Davis Cup final at St. 
Petersburg, Florida from 
Nov. 30 to Dec. 2. 

Weightlifting; World cham¬ 
pionships at Budapest, 
from Nov. 10 to 18. 

Football: European Cham¬ 
pionship, qualifying rounds. 
Group matches: Nov. 3: 
Itally vs USSR (Group 3) 
Nov. 14: Czechoslovakia 
vs Spain (Group 1) 
Bulgaria vs Scotland 
(Group 2) 

San Marino vs Switzeriand 
(Group 2) 

Cyprus vs Norway (Group 
3) 

Denmark vs Yugoslavia 
(Group 4) 

Austria vs Northern Ireland 
(Group 4) 

Luxembourg vs Wales 
(Group 5) 

Republic of Ireland vs Eng-' 
land (Group 7) 

Turkey vs Poland (Group 
7) 

Nov. 17: Albania vs France 
(Group 1) I 

Nov. 21: Holland vs Greece j 
(Group 6) 1 

Nov. 25: Malta vs Finland 
(Group 6) 1 


TELEVISION: Life telecast of 
finals of DCM tournament 
on Nov. 8 and Rovers Cup 
on Nov. 20. 

Live telecast of Asian Show 
Jumping and Horse Trials 
on Nov 10 and 11. Daily] 
capsule of World Cup, Box-1 
ing Supermen of Soccer 
series every thursday, Nov. 
1, 8, 15, 22 and 29. ' 


RADIO: Running commen-, 
tary on Irani Trophy, from , 
Nov. 2 to 7. Running com-1 
mentary in both Hindi and 
English on semi finals and | 
final of DCM tournament [ 
and Rovers Cup, finals of 
sub-junicr Nehru hockey 
and finals of junior Nehru 
hockey tournament. 

CompHMl by NOW KAPAOIA i 
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SECOND TEST, LAHORE 


KIWIS IN OUICK 

Im I ■ ■ I A disheartened New Zealand team once 
|V ■ I again succumbed to the deadly 

JH Jk X m I deliveries unleashed by the Pakistani 

pace quartet, who wrapped up the Test 
and the series with relative ease.... 


T 

I 


AVING woii 
the fust Test 
by d, 

convincing inaifjin 
of cin innirif^s and n 
runs Cl ic ket lovet s in 
Pakistan and tht 
Pakistan team in 
particular expected 
Mai tin Cl owe to intusi 
some fightiiif^ spii it in 
the New ^^alancJ team 
But came the first day of 
the sec ond Test at 
Lahoie and it was the 
samebtoiy The Kiwis 
crumbled ag.iiii and 
that too in a vei y dex ile 
fashion 

Having won the toss 
and elee t ing to bat New 
2Iealand lost then first 
wicket with only seven 
runs on the boai d when 
White went back thanks 
to a supei b dehvei y by 
Wasini Akram in the 
fifth over Twenty thiee 
runslatei \ouni8 
stiuek yoiking 
Greatbateh who had 
made only 11 runs The 
score then read i 
Franklin almost 
immediately followed 
suit and half an hour 
before lunch the Kiwis 
had a mere 39 runs to 
their credit 

Martin Crowe came in 
looking composed but 




did not stick long 
enough and was out to a 
briliant catch taken by 
Salim Malik at 
second slip off Aaquib 
Javed He and 
Rutherfoi d till then had 
managed to compile 40 
runs lor the team and 
his pel sonal sc oi e i c .id 
20 

Ruthci fold was the 
highest sc oi ei of the day 
having scored 2 J runs 
before he fell piey to an 
inswingei tioniAkiam 
The last thi et wickets 
fell foi j ust 38 1 uns and 
at the end of it Pakistan 
had a palti y 1 bO to 
chase Akiamand 
Younis once agains lived 
up to expectations 
taking 2 for 43 and 3 for 
20 lospectively Qadir 
pulled out some 
surprises from his vast 
arsenal and claimed 2 
wickets foi just 5 runs 
in 3 overs 

Kameez Raja and 
Shoaib Mohammed 
whiled away then time 
and when stumps were 
drawn on the In st day 
they had 43 on the 
board On Day Two 
Shoaib Mohammed who 
started the day on 17 
put in a sterling 105 (his 
fourth consecutive 


ccntui y dg unst the 
Kiwis) be foic h( w.is 
Ixiwlcd by 1 Unny 
Moiiison but tint was 
in the last lioui of play 
Dui ing the com se ol 
play W itbon struck 
twice cl lulling flic 


SCOREBOARD 


wickf ts ol R mice/ Hai i 
iiid ball 111 M ilik foi 18 
iJid b i( spcrtively 
Biddbui n w is tin othci 
Slid esblul bowk 1 incl he 
clam 1 C d the impoi t uit 
wu ket of Miand id loi 43 
luiis f iicl ot pi ly saw 


NEW ZEALAND (first innings) Second Innings 


T Franklin c Akram b Jaffer 

11 

c Yousuf b Jaffer 

25 

D While c Yousuf b Akram 

3 

b Younus 

1 

M Greatbateh b Younus 

11 

b Younus 

6 

M Crowa c Malik b Aaqib 

20 

not out 

103 

K Rutherford Ibw Akram 

23 

Ibw Younus 

60 

D Patel b Younus 

4 

c Yousuf b Jaffer 

7 

G Bradbum Ibw b Jaffer 

8 

c sub b Younus 

14 

1 Smith c Younus b Qadir 

33 

c Jaffer b Qadir 

8 

C Pringle c Raja b Younus 

9 

b Younus 

7 

0 Mormon c Yousuf b Qadir 

0 

b Younus 

7 

W Watson not out 

0 

Ibw b Younus 

0 

Extra (b 5, lb 13 nb 15, w 5) 

38 

Extras (b 17, lb 10 

44 

TOTAL 

IfW 1 f / 

160 TOTAL 

287 


FaiiofwiGkQis: 1-/ 2*30,3-39, 
4-79, 5-99, 6-103, 7-143, 8-147 
9-154 

Bowling: Akram 16-3-43-2. 
Younus 16-6-20-3, Jaffer 12-2-37- 
2. Aaqib 13-2-37-1, Qadir 3-1-5-2 


Fail of wickets: i-io, 

2-18,3-57, 4-74, 5-206 
6-228. 7-264, 8-277, 9- 
287 

Bowling: Akram 9-4- 
lS-0 Younus 37 5-11- 
86-7, Aaqib 21-9-40-0, 
Jaftar 25-8-62-2, Qadir 
19;^-43-1, Shoaib 2-0- 
8-0, Ijaz 2-0-6-0 







A Pakistan with an 

impressive score of 252 
foi 4 

But the ical drama ol 
the day took place 
outside the gi ound 
when the New Zealand 
manager Ian Tayloi 
asked the Pakistan 
authoi it les to chastise 
Imi an Khan saying It is 
a situ ition we will not 
tolei ate in New Zealand 
Thf 1 cal concern IS that 
It (the statement) is 
made by a t uri ent 
playei Some 
disc iphnaiy action could 
lx take n He was 
T ctahating to lull in s 
' statement I frit no 
motivation playing 
igamstate im minus 
SIX ot then top playe is 
Test c nc ke t w IS going 
to be disci edited by New 
Zealand s decision not to 
call off the picsenttoui 

The till! d day saw the 
Pakistainjugge inaut 


I oil on declaring their 
innings at 373 for mne, 
shortly after lunch 
Watson once again was 
in impressive foi m 
taking four wickets for 
just 38 luns c lairaing 
the vital wick“ts of Ijaz 
Ahmed Akrani \ounus 
and Aaquib Javed 
Going in to bat after 
lunch the Kiwis were 
immediately in due 
stiaits losing thiee 
wie kets in the day foi 
only 69 runs Amazing 
but then the Pak quartet 
of Akiani Younus 
Jaffa! and Aacjuib Javed 
bowled inagmfic ently 
Younus stiuck twice 
e laiming White and 
Gieatbateh Jaffai diove 
in the last nail foi the 
clay when he dismissed 
h lankhn for 25 runs 
'1 ho ly saw some 
shoddy fielding by the 
hosts othei wise the 
visitoi s would have been 


Uli 


PAKISTAN (first InnlnAS) 

Rameez Raia c Greatbatch b 48 
Watson 

Shoapb Mohammad b Mor- 105 
nson 

Salim Malik Ibw Watson 6 

Javed Miandad c Smith b 43 
Bradburn 

IJaz Ahmed c Greatbatch b 86 
Watson 

Salim Yousuf c Rutherford b 33 
Pringle 

Wasim Akram c Bradburn b 1 
Watson 

Waqar Younus b Watson 17 
Salim Jaffer not out 10 

Aaqib Javed c Crowe b 7 
Watson 

Extras (b*4, nb-12. lb-1) 17 

TOTAL (for 9 wkfs deci) 373 

Fall of wickets: i-ss, 2 - 117 , 

3-192, 4-246, 5-317, 6-337, 7- 
342, 8-363, 9-373 

BewHni: Momson 29-9-103-1, 
Pringle 31-6-112-1, Watsew 36- 
10-78-6. Pale. 16-5-43-0; Brad- 
, bum 13-4-32-1 


SscsRil InnliiBs 

c Crowe b Mor 11 
nson 

not out 42 

notout 19 

Extras (lb-1, nb'3. 5 

w 1) 


TOTAL (for one 77 
wicket) 

FallBfwlelnls:i 27 


BawlliiB: Morrison 8- 
2-36-1, Pringle 7-4-10- 
0. Paiel 3-0-13-0, Wat¬ 
son 2-0-12-0, White 
034)-5-0 












Conlmmng from where we left off last week, m 
this column we will deal with the last part of ‘Are 
you getting enough'^’ We will briefly go over 
three topics relaxation, play and nutrition 


R elaxation MANYhaid driving men and 
women in all walks of life have got this idea 
that if they don't feel tense all the time, 
they’re not doing the job tight Undei these con 
ditions says biopsychologist Robert Thayer, 
their Ixxlies are going to adapt to that leehng to 







. 


Good eating and good habits equal to good 
health 

teel it ,is noi mal and it will become incieasingly 
hardei foi them to relax when they want to 
I don t .ibsumc* stress is necessary for optimal 
functioning says Thayer, a professor of psychol¬ 
ogy at the Univeisity of California Optimal func¬ 
tioning should occui with as little stress as 
possible” 

“It 18 possible, and certainly desireable”Thayer 
says, to conduct youi day s business in what he 
calls a calm energetic state 
There are different ways to become calm A beer 
may create a transitory impression of relaxation, 
but probably won’t do much to raise your energy 
level. Nothing, Thayer says, creates a mind more 


favourably diposed to peace than the followmg 
regular sleep, a balanced diet and vigorous exer¬ 
cise 


P LAY ONE of the most obvious ways to relax 
IP to play but some of us seem to have forgot¬ 
ten how In fact, a study published recently 
in the Journal of Personality and Social Psycholo 
gy suggests that some of us feel happier at work 
than we do during free time The reason, accord- 
mg to the authors, is that we make better use of 
our time and talents at work We’re m a groove 
But when the recess bell rings, too many of us 
think of nothing better to do than fall asleep in 
front of the idiot box 

Your leisure should be active More than 
12,000 men participated in a long term heart 
study and the results suggested a relationship 
between leisure activity and heart-attack risk 
The men were all at risk for heart disease, owing 
to diet, family history and the like But the ones 
who engaged in me most leisure activity home 
repairs, walking, dancing, conditioning exer 
cises or golf—ultimately had low lates of heart 
attack and sudden death than their do nothing 
counterparts such activity seem to promote r< lon¬ 
ger life, probably as a lesult of improved 
cadiovascular fitness and lower cholesterol and 
blood pressure 

So grandma was right when she said, all work 
and no play makes Jack a duU boy 


N utrition women are generally more 
careful about their diet than men, and so are 
genera My better off in tins area of health 
Jack Cooper nai , director of the nutrition prog¬ 
ramme at New York Medical College does not 
beheve that a man’s diet must be bland to be 
nutritious 

“Certain foods are considered feminine, others 
masculine Men eat steak Women eat chicken 
salad Men have to get over that”, he says 
Cooperman does not advise a red-meat boycott 
but he does suggest limiting its intake For more 
complete protein, bring in chicken two or three 
times weekly and fish once or twice You should 
also broaden your repertoire, he says, to include 
daily servings of salad, one green or yellow veget¬ 
able and one type of whole grain m the form of 
cereal or bread 

For example, if you've cut down on dairy prO; 
ducts and meat in your diet, you may be lacking 
nboflavin, a vitamin B-complex nutrient that 








'OLUMN 


helps the body break down carbohydrates and 
fats and convert vitamins to their active forms 
Consequently, if your riboflavin meter is hover¬ 
ing near empty. Cooper man says, you may lack 
energy, and your body may be vulnerable to colds 
and other ailments 

Riboflavin is found m dairy products, meat and 
leafy vegetables People who eschew milk, 
perhaps because of lactose intolerance, are espe 
cially vulnerable, since 60 to 70 per cent of ribof¬ 
lavin needs usually are met by dairy foods If 
your problem is lactose intolerance, you may 
need to take riboflavin supplements The recom- 
fmended dietary allowance (RDA) is 1 4 milli¬ 
grams But if you just don’t like the taste of milk 
or have problems digesting it, try other dairy 
products, such as yogurt or cheese, suggests 
Cooperman 

Another essential nutrient that’s sometimes in 
short supply is zinc, which plays a roJe in ca!e 
sexuahty and the immune system You can get 
zinc from shellfish or from beef, says Cocjier- 
man It’s also found in nuts, seeds, poultry, and 
yeast 

Other nutrients that may play a special role in 
health 

MAGNESIUM Recent studies suggest that 
most people especially men don’t get enough of 
this nutrient, which may guard against heart 
attack by keeping the heart pumping rhythmical¬ 
ly and blood platelets from clumping togethei to 
^form artery-blocking clots The RDA of magne¬ 
sium for men is 350 milligrams, easily met by 
regularly eating nuts (cashews and almonds are 
good choices), seeds (sunflower and Pumpkin are 
high on the list), and spinach 

CALCIUM Older men get the brittle-bones con¬ 
dition known as osteoporosis just as often as 
women, according to the National Osteoporosis 
Foundation A thousand milligrams of calcium 


TIP OF THE WEEK 

GRANDMA GOT IT WR0N6 

Antibiotic ointments can knock fonr days off the 
healing time of minor cuts and scrapes. But using 
grandma's favourite anbseptics—Mercurochrome, 
hydrogen peroxide and iodine—may be worse than 
using nothing at ail. In a recent study, minor wounds 
that were infected but untreated healed in an aver¬ 
age of 13 days. Treated with various antibiotic 
creams, they healed 25 percent faster. But Mercur¬ 
ochrome and the other old-fashioned antiseptics 
didn't speed healing and in some cases slowed it 
down by a few days. 



You have to find time for rest, exercise and good 
nutrition 

daily, along with weight-bearing exercises like 
walkmg and stair-climbing, may keep your bones 
strong 

IRON The more athletic you are the more iron 
you may need, according to a study in the Jour¬ 
nal of the American College of Nu tri tion Perhaps 
because they want to cut down on fats and 
cholesterol, the study suggests, many physically 
active men don’t eat enough iron-nch foods, spe¬ 
cifically, meat Although iron is available in 
many other foods -dried fruit, rice, sweet pota¬ 
toes, molasses, and green, leafy vegetables, for 
example—the iron in meat protein is better 
absorbed 

If you don’t eat meat, try a tablespoon of molas¬ 
ses, which contains 3 2 milligrams of iron, or 
some spinach, which provides 4 9 milligrams 
Studies also show that vitamm C helps your body 
absorb iron, according to the Institute of Human 
Nutrition at Columbia University, so a glass of 
orange jmee might make a mce iron chaser 





BENGAL vs REST OF INDIA 


I RAN I TROPHY 

liE 


Numbers 



D 

I H V vutur>rjt uit' 

I I ttie pi r vi( IIS v II 
K<inji I topliv 
PI^P win'll r lit itrilis 
set ti) ni<ikr> its tit hut in 
thf inmidl Ii<tni ( iijj 
(I K k( I tif tu ht pldypd 
nffcunstthf Rtstof I itlia 
in fi.iiif^ ilni p Is nrii 
NfivtinlJd 2 to / 

I 111. in itc li w i' 
instituli (1 111 M lit h 
1‘jhO to hcinoui oiu of 
till' lull st Indian c i u kf't 
.idnunisti dors Ml Zal 
Iiani iloinii i pit sident 
of Iht' Ho.iidoff oiitiol 
for ( t K kf I in India 
(BC( 1) 1 fas yt ai s tie 
the iOth siirli fixtuit is 
as usual \et titainti 
s>< let tion ti lal tliistiint 
lor the t nsiutig'sterner 
battli s 111 till St isoii 
against touiing It mis 
Izoni Si i I uika \\i st 
liidii s rind liopi hillv 
l'aki*-t ill 

Altei till 111 tug oral 
19 >9 h<) in 111 li this 
paiticul 11 1 1 <r lilt was 
not field in tin following 
two yeai s noi in 
1964 O'! wilt 11 it vtas 
decided that lit utr toith 
it would bo I onti .ted at 
the Htai f of tlie tollowing 
season instead of 
playing it at the fag end 
of the exhaustive 
SevibO^ 

111 pievious 28 
matches only live State 
teams have figured as. 
Ranji 1 Jojihy winners 
against Host of India 


Bombay 
have a 
11 nirii kable 
at tut vr meat 
in appr ar 
ing on 18 
ort asions 
while 
1> !hi,0 
times and Kainataka 
thrice follow! d by 
Hyderabad and lamil 
Nadu OIK e each 
Bombay have also won 


the trophy on 12 
octasioiis followed by 
Best of India nine timi s 
Kriinatakri rnd Delhi 
twict each and 
Hyderabad and Tamil 
Nadu once each In 
1965 6b Bombay and 
the Rest shared the 
trophy after a 
ram i umt d tie w hen a 
dt'cisiou even on a first 
innings coukl not he 
itachfc'd whilst ui 


1970 HO Delhi and the 
Rest became joint 
winners withcflit a 
single ball being Ixiw led 
in the match On the 
othfi hand only 
thirteen mate hi shave 
fetched a decisive i esult 
with the Rest ol India 
winning out tight eight 
times (including five 
against Bombay twice 
against Delhi and once 
against Karnataka) In 



Statistical 
highlig hts of the 
Irani Trophy 




individual score in any 
Irani tie Just for the 
record, Bombay’s 
highest total has been 
566 for 5 declared 
against the Rest in 
Bombay m 1962-63 

Apait from Suiindcj s 
5 15, thei i* ai e onlV two 
other double hunditds 
Parthdsarthy Shaiina s 
206 foi the Rest against 
Bombay in Bombay in 
1977-76 and Gunciappa 
Vishw.inath s unlieatcn 
200 for Kai nataka in 
Ahmedabad in 19 71 75 

Uainnatli Pai kar s 195 
against the Rt'st in Pune 
m 1S172 7 1 is the lx's! by 


Will the Bengal team 
be able to retain the 
match winning fo, m 
thpt they showed 


* ^ 4 during the Ranii 



■fa drawn matches, the 
Cup winners were 
decided on the basis of 
first innings lead 
Rest of India’s 
mammoth 637 (against 
Delhi in Jodhpur m 
1986-87)- the highest 
total of Iho competition 
was built around Dilip 
Vengsai kar sand 
Srik.int Kalyani s 
contuiy knocks while 
foi the opponents 
Delhi s huge total of 628 
foi 8 dtdated niRamst 
the Rest in Della in 
1980-8 1 ) was centred 
atound Suiinder 
|funai nath s unbeaten 
235 the highest 


a Bombay batsman 
In all 47 centuries 
have been scored m this 
competition—13 for 
Bombay, 6 for 
Karnataka, 5 for Delhi, 
one each foi Hyderabad 
and Tamil Nadu and 21 
for the Rest (11 against 
Bombay, 7 against Delhi 
and 3 against 
Karnataka) 

V ishwanat h and 
Vengsarkar, playing for 
their respective states 
Karnataka and Bombay 
as well as Rest of India 
have both scored four 
[ individual hundi eds in 
this competition 
'fhe lowest completed 
innings total has been 
83 by the Rest against 
Bombay in Anaritpur in 
196.3-64 whilst the 
lowest for the other side 
IS Bombay s 99 in 
Calcutta in 1966-67 
The 250-run second 
wicket partnership 
between Ashok Mankad 
and Ajit Wadekar for 
Bombay in Calcutta in 
1970-71 is the highest 
amongst 55 hundred 
partnerships so far 
recorded in the 
competition 

While Ravi Shasti’i h.is 
recorded the best 
bowling, one innings, 
figures -9 for 101 in 45 
overs for Bombay in 
Indore in 1981-82 there 
have been at least six 
bowlers to take ten or 
mote wickets in this tie 
including the best effort 
ol Gopal Sharma who 
took 12 for 202 for the 
Rest against Tamil Nadu 
in Madras m 1988-89 
Perhaps the most 
memorable of the past 
28 lies has been the 
1982-83 encounter in 
New Delhi m which the 
Rest snatched an 
amazing win by 5 
wickets in an almost 
unbelievable finish 
Delhi batting first, 
compiled 429 with 


Mohinder Amarnath 
scoring 127(14 fours 
and 2 sixes), Gurshaian 
Singh 94 and Raman 
Lamba 93 being the 
mainstays Balwinder 
Sandhu took 5 for 110 
and Dilip Doshi 4 for 66 
for the Rest In reply, 
Rest of India could make 
only 207, the showpiece 
being a spe<-tacular 83 
by Knshnamachan 
Snkkanth off only 79 
balls with 13 foui s and 2 
sixes Maniiider Singh 
('aptured 6 wickets for 
06 runs including 
Sandeep Patil and Sunil 
Gavaskar both for 
’ducks” Delhi, enjoying 
a fii st innings le*ad of 
162, made 258 the 
I second time 
I round Mobindei 
Amarnath inevitably top 
scoring with 52 (J foui s 
and a sixi and Iheieby 
setting the Rest of India 
I a towering tai get of 421 
' luns to win in 255 
I minutes plus the 20 
I mandatory overs in the 
final hour 

I A rousing stai t by K 
I Snkkanth s l lO (in 99 
minutes off 90 balls with 
6 sixes and 14 fours) in 
an opening stand of 143 
with Sunil Gavaskar 
whose contribution was 
28, Sandeep Fatil’s 
blazing41 in a third 
wicket stand of 48 witli 
Ashok Malhotra all 
kept the spirited bid for 
an incredible win At 
tea, despite all the 
challenging batting, 

220 runs wei’e still 
required Arun Lai’s 82 
(off 132 balls and 8 fours 
and Ashok Malhotra's 
116 off 155 balls with 12 
fours and a six) and 
their blood rousing 
166-run fourth wicket 
stand were mainly 
responsible lor cai i y ing 
the Rest to a supiei b win 
with just lout balls to 
spare in the final ovt r 

Ravi Kant Srivastava 
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READERS’ QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 


I Althou^'h tho 
. Asian Oatnes 
wi're started in J951, 
an Inciian woman won 
a g’old medal aftei' 19 
years at the I ‘)70 
Asiad at Banf^kok lor 
the first time Who is 
sho7 

2 Name the athlete 
• who has the 
distinction ol 
winning an Asian 
Games event five 
times in a loW'’ 

3 Fosbury Flop’. 

• was ml roduced 
by the Ameriean Dick 
Fosbury in the Mexico 
Olympics, 19b8 
Name the lirst woman 
who used this style to 
clinch an Olympic 
gold 

4 In Japan the 
• song [le IS a stiir' 
lealured m the Top 
Ten Hits of 1 98.'5 
Name the singer*'’ 

5 Which cricketer 
• said ‘Never 
refu.se an autograph 
to any kid, he mig ht 
have an elder sister ”*’ 

6 On Channel Nine 
• a duck IS seen 
whenever a batsman 
goes out for O What 
is the name of this 
duck? 

7 Brazilian 

• footballer Waldiei- 
Ferreira was better 
known as... 


8 Who IS the only 
. footballer to have 
scored the last goal ot 
one World Cup and 
the iirst g’oal ol the 


9 The 1990 World 
• Cup soccer 
tournament saw a lot 
of red and yellow 
cards being shown to 


the players lawhich 
World Cup was this 
system introduced*'’ 


Above 13. Wish you were part of our quiz 
team. 

Between 10 and 13. You are not too bad 
Below 10: Sjxirtaworld reading 
recommended 

All khihwoi 8 tire 8««nt in by coulr ibutor 


ANSWERS 

I Kamaljit Sandhu won the 400 metres 
gold with a time of 57 35 secs 

2. Shigenobu Murofushi of Japan won 
the Hammer throw gold in 1970, 1074, 
1978, 1982 and 1986. 

3 Ulnke Meyfarth (FRG), equalled the 
world record at Munich, becoming, the 
first woman to use the *Fosbury Flop’ to 
win a gold. 

4. Carl Lewis. 

5. Jeff Thomson of Australia 

6. Daddies. 

7. Didi. 

8. Alessandro Altobelh of Italy, scored the 
last goal of the 1982 World Cup against 
West Germany and the first goal in 1986 
World Cup against Bulgaria. 

O 1970. the Mexico World Cup. 

10 Wu Jiani of China achieved this feat 
on the balance beam at the 1982 Delhi 
Asiad 

II 100 metres. Freestyle. 

12 Amntr^ (Viajy). Borg (Bjorn) and 
Connors (Jimmy). 

13 Kitty and Le^ie Godfrey, 1926. 

14 Richard Raskind first played in the 
men’s singles in 1900. Had a sex change 
operation in 1977 and then played as Dr 
(Miss) Renee RiohtU'ds in the women's 
singles in 1979. 

15. Lionel Ritchie. 

18 Sir Stanley Matthews. 


Tins QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY. 
MOHAN KUMAR AOARWAL, 

C OIIARIRAM AOARWAL, 

WARD NO 1, ’ 

P O BARGARH-768028. 

ORISSA 


'i ^ Nadia 
JL v/ • Comaneci was 
the first gymnast to 
score a pei fect 10 in 
the Olympics Who 
equalled hci‘ 
performance in the 
Asian Games*'* 

n in wh ich event 
• did Sac bin Nag 
win a gold medal lor 
India at the inaugural 
Asian Gaines*^ 


1 Who weri' 

X ^ • known as ‘ABC 
ol tennis *'’ 


1 Name the only 
X O • husband and 
wife combination to 
win the mixed doubles 
title at Wimbledon*’ 

M Who is the 

• only person to 
have the unique 
distinction of playing 
a match in both men’s 
and women’s singles 
at the US Open Tennis 
Championship*’ 

1 ^ Which pop 
X O • stai‘ pel-formed 
during the closing 
ceremony of the Los 
Angeles Olympics in 
1984*’ 

•1 ^ He was 
X O • pi‘obably the 
only player in football 
history never to have 
been warned by a 
referee in his career 
spanning over 33 
jears Who is this 
footballer^ 
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Kuijit Singh receives the 
trophy from vice presi¬ 
dent Shankar Dayaf Shar- 
ma: finest moment of his 
life 


Kuijit Singh will 
fondly cherish his 
1990 Durand Cup 
memories...He 
emerged the top 
scorer with five 
goals in five 
matches. All his 
five goals were a 
source of wonder 
and delight... 
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DURAND CUP SOCCER 


KullH 

Fashions 

East 

Bengal’s 

■ WM ■■BW NovyKapadia 
H H jjj^ from New Delhi 



F ourteen times 

champions Mohun 
Bagan not winning a 
single match in the 
Durfind football 
toui nament la like 
Brazil not winning a 
match in the World Cup 
But the unthinkable 
happened in the 1990 
Durand Cup 
Factionalism lack of 
team spii it and the 
absence ot strike? Sisii 
Ghosh led to Bagan 
giving a pusillanimous 
display in their three 
Group B Durand 

KuIJit Singh scoring 
against BSF 


quarter final league 
matches 

Mohun Bagan diow 
goalless with Aimv XI 
and lost 2 4 to 
Mahindrasand O 1 to 
Boidei Security For^e 
(BSF) Never in the 
histoiy of the Duiand 
Cup have Mohun Bagan 
given such a pathetic 
display as m the second 
half against Mahindras 
Santosh Kashyap 
missed a penalty Kick in 
the 71st min and the 
Mahindi a forwards 
Godfrey Pereira and 
Mushtaq Ah in a 
prodigal mood 
squandered numerous 







Sea Rock 



I or tho iirst time in 
the history of the 
Durand tournament, 
one scmi final was an 
all Bombay affair. 
Mahindras vs Sea 
Rock. Mahindras, 
well coached by 
ex-international 
Derek D'Souza, 
scored eleven {foals in 
five matches and were 
crowd favourites with 
exciting:, attacking 
football 

Potential star 
players of the coming 
decade represented 
Mahindras in the 
1990 Durand Cup 
Left back Francis 
Barudh(1984 
sub-)unior 
international), 
schemer Shanta 
Kumar (1984 
sub-junior captain) 
and the attacking trio 
of Mushtaq Ah, 
Godfrey Pereira and 
P J Jose, hard 
tackling and tall 
stopper back Milton 
Fernando and 
midfielder Manoj 
Kumar Bhatt arc the 
players to watch out 
lor 

Most of the 
Mahindra players ai e 
oncontiact Only 
veteran stopper back 
Farooque Ahmed, 
international 
custodian Henry 
Menezes and 
inlcrnatjonal 
midfielder Santosh 
Kashyap have 
regular jobs The 
otliers have lucrative 
contracts Foi 
example Godfrey 
Pereira and Francis 
BaruahgetRs 5,000 
per month plus kit 


and expenses They 
also get a share of the 
prize money Tho 
system has worked 
better than the office 
professionalism of 
othei’ private sector 
teams in India where 
players get 
complacent once they 
get a permanent job 
Coach Derek D’Souza 
explained, by the 
contract system we 
create the ethos of a 
club, as tlie players 
must do well for their 
contract to be 
renewed or to got 
extra allowances 
Jobs will be given to 
those who desire it 
after service of thi eo 
to five years 

By their giant 
killing performances. 
Sea Rcx;k revealed 
that 1990 is still the 
year of the sporting 
underdog In the 
quarter ftnal league 
they upset Federation 
Cup champions 
Kerala Police and 
former champions 
JCT by 1 -O NIS 
roach, Mohlnde^ 
Kumar Verma made 
them a tactically 
astute team They 
played m a 1-3-3-3 
formation with a 
compact midfield 
Mariano Dias played 
as a sweeper back and 
the other three 
defenders adopted a 
man to man marking 
game At the 
Ambedkar stadium, 
they were called 
lucky Sea Rock as 
most of their goals 
were scored in 
sudden breakaway 
moves But as coach 
Verma savs. 


“Breakaway goals 
and sudden 
acceleration in attack 
was our tactical 
plan ’’ Arsenal in the 
1930s adopted 
similar tactics They 
became known as 
“lucky Arsenal” Sea 
Rock showed they are 
a thinking team 
Tribal striker Arjun 
Tudu showed promise 
aa did 18-yoar old 
defender Mohammed 
Asim, a Sports 
Hostel, Lucknow, 
product 

Sadly ten Sea Rock 
players who are on 
contract, have not 
been paid since March 
1990 According to 
coach M K Verma, 
the general manager 
of Sea Rock hotel, Mr 
Dhawan said, “I don't 
want to waste my 
money on football 
The team approached 
Mr Verghese. the 
personnel manager of 
the hotel But the 
reply was also in the 
negative Verghese 
said, “I don’t want to 
discuss football ” 

Aftci their heroic 
display .sin the 
Durand Cup, coach 
M K Ve;’ma has sent 
letters to ITC 
Chairman Jagdish 
Sapru and Welcome 
Group Hotels 
Chairman, Y C 
Diveshwar seeking 
financial support for 
their team Annual 
expenditure on the 
team is just about Rs 
5 lakhs, the cost of a 
couple of chandeliers 
in the lobby of Sea 
Rock Is ITC 
listening? 

Novy Kapadfai from N*w 











Mahindra’s Striker 
Mushtaq All makes his 
way through two Sea 
Rock defenders Daniel 
Fernandez and Prem 
Singh Randhawa 


1 . 




sitters Otherwise, as a 
dejected Praaun 
Banerjee, the coach, 
remarked, "the score 
could well have been 
8-2 " 

The last time Bagaii 
did not reach the semi 
finals ol the Durand Cup 
was in 1981 Their 
second stringers played 
that year, as the main 
players were in the 
Indian training camp 
lor the Delhi Asiad 
Since the quai ter final 
league stage was 
inliodiieed in 1973, only 
in 1981 and 1976 have 
Bagan not pi ogressed to 
the last four .stage 

In 1976 JCTand 
Leadei s Club played a 
fixed mate h to eliminate 
Bagan on goal 
difference Bagan had 
beaten I/'afleibClub3 1 
andDeiripoSC 1 obut 
lost to JCT O 2 They 
woie unfanly eliminated 
in 1976andextiaiieous 
factor sled to their exit 
rn 1976 So 1990 IS the 
first time, that Bagan 
with a near full .squad 
neither won a match nor 
progre.ssed in the 
Du I anil Cup 

Pra.su n Banerjee 
deputising lor P K 
f unable to get leave) 
could not inspire his 


For East Bengal, 
the 1990 Durand 
Cup was like a 
sweet dream. 
They won Asia's 
oldest football 
tournament for 
the second 
successive year 
and prize money 
of Rs 1.50 lakhs 
donated by Indian 
Petro Chemicals 
Ltd... 
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players to perform 
adequately The will to 
play and fight was 
missing Prasun tried a 
4-4-2 formation with 
Krishnendu Roy as 
snatcher in the vital 
match against BSF 
Against Army XI and 
Mahindras, Subrata 
moved up as striker 
Subrata was successful 
with his Roger Milla act 


>.'ty AwJ." ■‘.'tlW.iL 


in the Calcutta league, 
but in the two matches 
at Delhi, Subrata as a 
striker was a flop So all 
Prasun’s permutations 
and combinations wore 
of no avail 
I'o add to Eagan’s 
woes, Subrata fell 
heavily in the second 
half against Mahindras 
and limped off in agony 
with a minor shoulder 


Mohun Bagan’s Sudip 
Chatterjee heads the ball 
to safety foiling a Kerala 
Police attack 


dislocation. Their 
in-form and quickest 
defender, Bengal's 1990 
Santosh trophy skipper, 
Swarup Das was injured 
for most of the 
tournament and could 
only play till half time 



deferves credit 
for making Eost 
Bengol ploy 
modern football. 
No IndioUrteom 
hos displayed 
such fitness os 
East Bengal did in 
the semis against 
BSF"...Chandon 


ex-Olympian 


against Army XI and 
BSF Replacement 
AchintyaBele] was off 
colour So. for Mohun 
Bagan it w’as a c;ise of it 
never rams but pours 
For the famed green and 
martxm shirted team 
from Calcutta, the 1990 
Durand Cup was like a 
dreaded nightmare I 

For rival-s Fa.st i 

Bengal, the lt)90 j 

Durand Cup was 1 1 ke a 
sweet dream They won i 
Asia's olde.st football : 

tournament for the | 

second successive year 
and the prize money ol 
Rs 1 50 lakhs donated 
by Indian Petro 
Chemicals Ltd (IPtdjl 
East Bengal have now 
lodged eight points from I 
two tournaments | 

(winning the IFA Shield ' 
and Durand Cup) As per j 
the new AIFF 
regulations, the team 
with the maximum 
points in four major 
tournaments will be 
considered as India’s 
champion team So with 
the DCM and Rovers Cup 
yet to come. East Bengal 
are well in the lead and 
should be India’s 
representative in thd 
newly-introduced Asian 













Mid-smile catcher — Snapper. 
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Tarun Dey of East Bengal 
heading the ball away 
from BSF’s Avtar Singh 

(.'up WiiHifi'.s Cup Kuljit 
Singh will luridly 
cherish Ins 1 hUO 
Durand CJup nieinories 
H<; 

emoT’g’etl as LIu' top 
scorer with five goals in 
five matches Allhisfivi' 
goals wei’c a source of 
wonder and delight Ho 
scored a memorable 
extra time hat-trick 
against BSF in the 
semis, a last minute 
match-winner in the 
finals vs Mahindras and 
the quickest goal in first 
class football in India, in 
ten seconds vs Kerala 
Police Sweet dreams are 
made of those. 

East Bengal's coach 
Nayeem did a 
Beckenbauer at the 
Durand Cup He is the 


only man to havt; won 
the Durand Cup a.s a 
player and as a coach 
with one team In 1967 
and I 97U lie won the 
! lui'and (Uip as a 
defendei- with East 
Bengal and in 1 990 as a 
coach Earliei' in 1961 
as a teenagei he won the 
Dur-and Cup with 
Andhra Police Nayeem 
was befittingly c'hosen 
by the three-man 
committee of 
ex-Olympians Chandan 
Singh. Peter Thangaraj 
and ex-servicos player 
P N John as the best 
coach in the 
tournament Chandan 
Singh said. "Nayeem 
de.serves credit for 
making East Bengal 
play modern football No 
Indian team has 
di.splayed such fitness as 
East Bengal did in the 
semis against BSF " # 







Sweet kiss trapper — Snapper. 
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still Winning After All 


These Years 



In one eenae, it wee a perfect story for a 
soap opera. Ton know when the relative 
underdog, bereft of hype, is ev^tually 
triomphant. That sort ot thing. 

Tha setting was the Four Square Masters 
‘tournament. With Rs 20,000 for the singloi 
^..wtnher it was India's b%gMt {wise money 
‘'|>|eimls evmt. 

: Ttumyoubadtheplajrers—^BAark Ferrelza, 
Haonav Natekar, Leander Paep, Asif 
India's rising stars. Tqung, ' 

■ ■ ■' ■ 


And thm there was Bforioo Pipemo. Oose 
} thirty. Th^ tell you he's no aiblete. Mot a 


tothir^. Th^teUyou . 

Davis Cup prospeot. Over the hill. On .the' 
way down. 

Some it ie true. Some is not. 

What they forghl to tell you is that JBihdoo 
Pipemo has a wain, a ounnia^, a tmuis 
sense in greater proportion than mos^ of his 
tribe. - 

And so he wine.' 

He nu^ not be India's best player. He may 
not be a riahig son. But he liamt dropped 
over the horlion. Tet. 
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MAILRAOI 


Wanted: E]qx)sure 


fnHE disasteroua performance of 
X our athletes at the Asiad can be 
attributed to the virtual absence of 
any competitive meets prior to the 
Games We must revert to the 
European method of training 
through the year For the last two 
Asiads our athletes competed for 
only about three months in a year 
and that too amongst themselves 
As a result of this they peaked too 
early or too late 
Competitive meets with other 
Asian countries should also be 
organised more frequently giving 
our athletes more international 
exposure We must act 
immediately or else we will return 
empty handed in 1994 also 
AMIT KUMAR DAS. 

Calcutta 

National Disgrace 

W e had gone to Beijing, 

knowing fully well that only a 
miracle could save us With an 
ignominous overall tally of 23 
medals, Indians gave their worst 
ever performance since the 
inception of the Games in 1951 It 
was in short a ‘national disgrace’ 
But there is no reason for us to 
lose heart and adopt a negative 
attitude in regard to the future In 
future our players should be 
selected purely on the basis of 
their showings and governmental 
interferences and bureaucratic 
bungliiigs should not be tolerated 
To top it all our policies should be 
made more stringent 
SHASHNAK SHEKAR. 

Meerut Cantt 

Welcome Decision wmmmmmm 

W E welcome Leander Pass’ 
decision to leave the BAT 
scheme, for his own good The 
decision of BAT to refuse young 
Pass entry in the US Open 
backfired Pass’father made a 
bold and purpioseful decision to 
free his son from the BAT scheme 
The whims and fancies of the 
BAT scheme is taking toll of the 
latent talent available in the 
country It is worth playing for 
the main draw of the US Open 





% 


rather than playing in the local 
tournaments Even if Pass bowed 
out of the first round of the US 
Open he could have got rich 
experience at the international 
level Instead, BAT came in the 
way of Pass’ progress The 
Amritraj’s wanted unnecessary 
control over the players for no 
purpose The decision of Pass will 
prove to be an eye-opener for 
upcoming players in BAT BAT 
wanted to bask in the glory of 
Pass’ Wimbledon junior win for 
years Pass certainly taught them 
a lesson or two 
CK SUBRAMANIUM 
Madras 


A S ardent followers of Indian 
cricket, we let out a sigh of 
relief when Naren Tamhane took 
over the reins from Raj Smgh 
Dungarpur as the chairman of 
selectors We hope the new 
chairman will do the needful 
through some meaningful and 
logical selection policies which 
our country has not seen m the 
recent past 

Considering the fact that 
Tamhane has a good deal of Test 
experience we hope that Indian 
cricket will soon, see some bettei 
days 

SRINIVAS NY APATHY, 
Rajahmundry 


Great I 


M ohammed azharuddin 

was very frank and forthright 
in his interview and Pradeep Paul 
certainly deserves a ton of praise 
His queries were ingenuous, 
appropriate and penetrating with 
the result that Azhar has spoken 
his heart out in the long 
interview Azhar, both as player 
and captain had the rare sense of 
deliberating the game properly 
All in all, it IS clear from the 
interview that Azhar's desire is to 
play cricket in the spirit of the 
game, to help to bring glory to his 
country 

Congratulations for printing such 
a rare poster of Gabnela Sabatini 
The Asian Games special 
collector’s issue is simply superb 
S HUSSAm, 

Dibrugarh 

Unlmagiiiative 

I N the interview, ‘Look Back in 
Anger’ Azharuddin gave lame 
excuses for all the lapses on the 
part of his team From the start, 
we lacked imagination By 
putting England to bat on a placid 
wicket, India lost the golden 
opportunity of going one up in the 
series Azhar took the cue from 
his vice-captain to take the fatal 
decision Kiran More failed as a 
stumper and ever a half century 
by Eddie Hemmings was more 
useful than the centuries of our 
super stars For all the 
unimaginative captaincy during 
the series the only saving grace 
was the wins in one day matches 
Azhar certainly does not know the 
importance of a cricketing 
manager 

TANMOYKUNDU. 

Calcutta 


AtaJKewmmmmmmmmmmmm 

T he IFA should have been more 
harsh on Mohamedan 
Sporting A two month ban on a 
club which has in the past olten 
staged walk outs is just not 
enough to teach them a lesson 
Mohd Sporting had no reason to 
protest what seemed lat least on 
the TV) a legitimate goal 
PRABHAS DHANUKA 
Calcutta 
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championships which concluded 
at the Subhas Sarobar pool m east 
Calcutta recently will be 
remembered not just for aquatics 
only Students especially from 
up-country, found the meet a 
convement place to air their 
displeasure at the Mandal 
Commission repxirt 
Students from Delhi and 
Haryana raised anti reservation 
slogans and hosts Calcutta 
Umversityjust about managed to 
keep the championships rolling 
The anti-quota stir was just not 
the end of all the problems for the 
organisers A lot of heat was 
generated during a waterpolo 
match between Chandigarh and 
Benaras Hindu University 
when the former s captain was 
sent off for abusing one of the 
referees A scuffle was just about 
averted 

Pandemonium ruled at the Azad 
Hind Bag pool wheie the diving 
events were scheduled to be held 
UP and Delhi divers pulled out of 
the competition complaimng that 
the water was dirty and the level 
was not enough Many felt that 
the complaints were dubious since 
only about four dives were left to 
complete the events More so 
because Azad Hind Bag is a 
training ground for Bengal’s 
national level divers 
Commg to the meet proper, 
Delhi won the team championship 
aggregating a good 68 points 
Calcutta finished runners-up with 
38 pomts ahead of Kurukshetra 
with 25 points 
Although the meet did not 
produce any noteworthy 
j. »rformance, Delhi s Vyoya 
Choudhury and Sandeep Kedar 
reigned supreme in the swimming 
pool Vijoya logged 32 points and 
Kedar 23 to wrap the individual 
honours in the women's and men s 
sections, respectively 
The most noteworthy 
performance from the hosts came 
fipom diver Madhura Biswas who 


Vijoya Chowdhury; women’s 
champion in the inter-varsity 
aquatics 

fimshed as the best woman diver 
of the meet Madhura won both 
the platform and springboard 
golds, but her shovinng in the 
platform event was more 
creditable considering the fact 
that Madhura stopped Lucknow’s 
Pushpa Mishra, a top notch 
national level diver, from landing 
the gold medal Madhura fimshed 
with 235 50 points m the platform 
event while Pushpa mustered 
230 10 pomts 


Calcutta University also 
wrapped up the men’s waterpolo 
gold whipping Guru Nanak Dev 
University 18-4 in the final 
Partha Pratim Basak was the 
architect of Calcutta’s triumph, 
scoring eight goals, including a 
hattrick 

The hosts’ only gold medal from 
the swimming pool came from 
Sanjoy Das in the 100m butterfly 
event Das clocked 1 08 65 
seconds to complete the race 
ahead of Sandeep Kader of Delhi 
who timed 1 09 99 seconds 
SoumItraBoM 
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JAMNAGAR 


Inter-college wrestling 


S HRID K V Arts & Science 
College, Jamnagar, came to the 
fore in the recently-concluded 
Saurashtra University 
Inter-College Wrestling 
Competition 1990-91 Trained so 
well under the watchful eye of 
their coach and physical training 
instructor (PTI), Mr Ansan and 
Mr VR Bumtariya respectively, 
the college wrestlers gave a 
virtuoso performance and created 
the biggest upset of the 
championship And to think they 
were the underdogs of the 
•^competition' The victorious 
wrestlers secured as many as 19 
points SIX points more than the 
runners-up 

Rupen Tanna was the star 
performer He held the first place 
in the 90 kilogram light 
heavyweight category and 
stunned eveiyone The young 
man is not so well-built, he will 
not remind you of a wrestler at 
first sight However, sheer hard 
work and constant pi actice 
coupled with fine technique paid 
handsome dividends 

In the 68 kilogram 
I middleweight category, Vejabhai 
r Odedra occupied the first position 
He was followed by Bharatsinh 
Mon of Parmar Arts & Commerce 
College Kodinar 

DKV’s Tapubhai Songaia 
secured the first i ank in the 52 
kilogram flyweight category The 
second position went to Nilesh 
Sojitra of Shah Municipal Arts & 
Commerce College, Dhoraji 

DKV’s Vejanand Gojiyaand 
Nitinkumar Mehta held third and 
second places in the 62 kilogram 
featherweight category and 57 
kilogram bantamweight category 
respectively and added 
substantially to their college’s 
kitty of points 

Ninety-five wrestlers in various 
categories made the competition a 
huge success They were 
- representing eighteen colleges 
affiliated to the Saurashtra 





oil'--! 









SHAHADJOSHI 

The victorious D.K.V.Arts and 
Science College which won the 
Inter-college wrestling 

University DKV’s Rupen Tanna’s 
famous triumph in 90 kilogram 
light heavyweight category was 
hailed as the tour de force by 
many a discerning critic 

The wrestlers were felicitated by 
Mr Kishorbhai Dave, principal, 
Shn D K V Arts & Science 
College, Jamnagar 

Hareskumar Pandya 


TRIVANDRUM 


K «SANKAR of state Electricity 
Board rallied to beat favourite 
Ajayakumar to lift the prestigious 
K M Menon Memorial Cup in the 
35th State Open Tennis 
Tournament 

Ajayakumar, with his strong 
serve, took the first set 7-6 (7-1) in 
the tie-breaker But his 
inconsistant performance let him 


K. Shankar: winner of the Kerala 
State open tennis championship 
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down and he went down 5-7 m the 
second set With increasing 
confidence Sankar won the third 
set(6-2) 

Earlier in the semis, Sankar 
beat Vyayakumar N B 6-3, 6-4 
and Ajayakumar routed 
Vijay^umar 6-3, 6-0 
In the women’s singles final, 
Arathi Sasidharan defeated Divya 
Mathew 6-4, 6-2 Arathi also won 
the Girls (under 18) final In the 
boys (under 18) final, 
BaJakrishnan drubbed Hemanth 
Santhosh 6-1 6-2 
Some other results (fmal). Boys 
(under 16) Hemantha Santhosh bt 
Unnikrishnan 3-6, 6-1, 6-4 
Boys (under 14) G Sivanbt K 
Jayakumar 

Men’s doubles-Vyayakumar K 
and K Sankar bt N B 
Vyayakumar and Ramesh 6-4, 

6-1 

Boy’s doubles (under 16) B 
Unmknshnan and R 
Nandagopalan bt John George 
and Hemanth Santhosh 


Boy’s Doubles (under 16) Aimth 
Kumar and Visak Madhusothan 
About 85 players took part m 
the tournament which lasted a 
week 

SaJ«ev Kumar T.K. 


CLACUTTA 


International School 
Soccer 


T he city has a soccer tradition 
that dates back to the very 
history of the city itself City 
soccer or football as it is called 
here is vividly followed by all ages 
just as the “para” football has its 
following and heroes 
One such football game took 
place last fortnight on the 
grounds of the Armenian College 
between the Armenian School 
team and the Calcutta 
International School XI 
The Armenians, known for 


their rough, tough, fast, 
no-nonsense rugby exploits went 
into the game as hot favourites 
Predictably, they send their fans 
into raptures as Edwin blasted 
home the first goal in the very 
first minute Close man to man 
marking was the rule of the gam< 
and in the excitement and 
pressure, the Armenianudefence 
brought down Imtiaz (CIS) in the 
dreaded area, the penalty was 
duly converted by Imtiaz and the 
half time score read 1—1 
The second half saw the 
Armenians virtually bomb the CK 
defence and to their mortification 
saw at least three goal scoring 
opportunities being squandered 
As the crowd was settling for a 
draw a good throw-in was well 
connected, placed and CIS captair 
Paul made no mistake The 
unbelievable had taken 
place— rank under-dogs had upse 
the Armenian apple-cart in the 
last game of the season 
Shush Kocher 


ARE YOU LOOKING FORZ^ 


A PERMANENT EXPOSURE 
IN SPORTS - 


7 


and if you are In the following field, profession or 
business 


Acupuncturists 
Adhesives Glues & Gum 
Advertising Agencies 
& Counselors 
Advertising Outdoor 
& Display Designers 
Aerobic Classes 
Air conditioners Coolers 
Cooling Towers 
Airlines 

Amusement Devices 
h Equipment 
Angling equipment 
Anr^ual Reports 

Brochures Souvenirs 
Archery Equipment 
Arch tecis Stadia 

Auditorium Building 
Anns & Ammunition 
Astro Turf 

Audio Visual Fqu pment 
Audio System 
& Public Address 
Services 

Auton>obiles Motorcydos 
Manufacturers 
Badges & Ernbiems 
Bags Kit Holdall Suitcase 
Beverages 
Bicycles 
Boric Power 
Book PuMishers 
Distributors 
Camnng 

A Mountaineering 
Caps & Hats 
Carpenters Schools 

Colleges & Institutes 
Furniture 
Carpenters Stadia 
Sports Fields 
& Sports Equipment 
Carpets & Bugs 
Carrom Boards & Coins 


Fittings Fixtures 
Sirens Alarms 
& Safety Devir es 
Flectrical Contiartors 
Electrical Far s Exhausts 
& Ventilations 
Electronic Score Board 
& Indicators 
Embroiderers 
Exhibitions Trade Fairs 
& Stadia Stalls 
Exporters Sports goods 
Equipment & Stadia 
Fabricators Stadia 
Sport Field & 

Sports Equipment 
Fabricators Steel 
(k Aluminium 
Fashion Designers 
Cultural 
Ceremonies 
Fashion Designers 
~ Sportswear 
Fencing & Partitions 
Fibre Glass Products 
Fire Alarm Systems 
& Extinguishers 
First Aid Kit 

& Accessories 
Flags 

Floor Ceiling 
Contractors 
& Repair Experts 
Food & Dairy Products 
for Sportsmen 
Foam 
Footwear 
Garden Lawn 
Horticulturists 
Consultants 
& Landscape 
Designers 

Garden & Horticultural 
Machinery 
Garment 


Maps Globes & Chans 
Martial Arts Equipment 
Mattresses A Beddmg 
Name Plates 
Nerk T ics 
Office Equipment 
& Automation 
Office Furniture Wood 
Steel Aluminrum 
Piling Cabinets 
Cupboards Shelves 
Office Stationary 
Pamt Manufacturers 
t’amtings Renovation 
Contractors 
Pesticides & Pest 
Control Agencies 
Pharmaceuticals 
Playing Cards 
Pfayqround Equipment 
Pre Fabricated 

House Concrete 
Fibre Glass 
Wooden & Csnvas 
Ram Wear 

Refrigorators Freezes 
water Coolers 
& Filters 
Rollers 

Rope Manufacturers 
Sanitary ware 
& Unitary 

Er^ipment 
Score Boards 

Scoring Sheets 
Scoring Charts 
Scooter Manufacturers 
Swimming Pools 

Ponds Sauna Baths 
Sports Goods 
Manufacturers 
Sports Goods 
Distributors 
Sports Goods Dealers 


Catof nq Equipment 
Citoring Contractors 
c omenl Minufai tuicr^ 

C crtificatfi of Merit 

Designing & Printer^’ 
Children Park Equipment 
Civil Contra* tors 
8t Builders 

C lock Manufacturers 
( omrnunication 

Equipment & Systems 
Computers Manufacturers 
Computer Data 

& Programming 
Cups Paper & Plastic 
C ulturai Shows Agencies 
& Organisers 

Diagnostic Equipment 

DlOtltldr^^ 

Doctors 

Door Gatos & Automatic 
Operating Devices 
Eartfimoving & I ovelling 
Electi nl Appliancej 
Equipment Light 


Manufacturers 
Sportswear 
Gymnasium & Body 
building 
Equipment 
Gymnasium 

Gymnastic*’ 
f quipmenl 
Health Care 

Consuftar ts 
Health (lub Equipment 
Helmets 

Horse Stable Facilities 
& Trainers 
Hosiery 

Hospit'il Equipment 
Hospital Furniture 
Hospital Medir ines 
Hotel & Guest House 
Identity Cards 
K 'iitwear & Sweaters 
Leather Goods 
Magaz ne Subscription 
Agencies 

Manpower Security 
Ushering 


Sports Libraries 
Sports Medicines 
Spoits Novelties 
Gift Items 
& Miniatures 
Television 
Time Recorders 
& Controllers 
Track fti Field 
Equ prncnl 
Travel Agents 
Trophies Cups 

Shields & Medals 
Video & Video 
Cassettes 
Water Proofing 
Treatment 
Water Sports Boats 
Weighing Scales 
& Measuring 
Instruments 
Winter Sports 
Equipment 
Yoga Classes 
Youth Hostel Men 
Youth Hostel Women 


Then you should be In this 

SPORTS REFERENCE DIARY 1990 

TO be published by the Marine Sports 
in association with the SWC western 
Region of the SPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA 


THE SPORTS REFERENCE DIARY 

The Marine Sports Publishing Division 

Post Box No 7025 

Bombay 400 028 

Tel 422 9225 

o Please send me more details of your 
sports Reference Diary 1990 

Name_——— 

Address __—- 
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Syed Fazaiuddin: the pick of the 
lot In the tennia camp conducted 
In New Delhi 


NEWDEUlf^ 


Tennis Camp 


T he All India Tennis 
Asscxiiation org'anised a 
fortnight long camp for the 
second successive year at the 
DLTA courts in New Delhi in the 
second week of October to provide 
foreign coaching to 40 promising 
junior {Under-18) boys and girls 
selected from different states 
through various state 
associations. Prominent coaches 
such as Mr Brooke and Mr 
Crocket from Harry Hopman’s 
camp U.S. A. supervised the camp 
along with Naresh Kumar, Akhtar 
Ali and few local coaches 

According to AITA sources, the 
main purpose of this camp was to 
provide an opportunity to our 
youngsters to keep up with the 
latest in international tennis. 

“As we lack very good coaches 
in India, we have to invite 
expensive coaches from abroad 
every year”, says Mr Prem 
Kishore, Secretary DLTA. 

A number of youngsters 
exhibited good skills, especially 
Syed Fazaiuddin. son of Mr Syed 
Naimuddin, the veteran soccer 
International. His strong 
forehand and timely top-spins 
impressed the two foreign 
coaches. 

According to Mr Brooke, India 
has a number of promising 
youngsters who if given proper 
care and attention could improve 
considerably but petty things like 
the poor quality of balls, limited 
number of good courts, expensive 
equipment, poor management in 
the tennis associations etc., are 
the main obstacles in their 
progress. They praised the boys 
and girls for their punctuality, 
determination and the willingness 
to learn. However, the coaches 
were critical that the camp was 
organised just for a fortnight 
which was too short a period to 
produce any meaningful results. 

Rasheed KMwai 










F rom maigin we 
move onto 
Mawaahigiri From 
the prone position shift 
your body-weight ohto 
the left hip and leg 
which results in the 
right shoulder leaving 
the ground, bend your 
right leg at the knee and 
then kick out with your 
instep aimed at the 
temple, ear or the jaw 
You can also use your 
shin if your opponent is 
very close to you 
Practise the same 
motion with your left leg 
shifting your 


body-weight onto the 
right hip and leg Use 
your left leg to kick out 
The advantage of this 
kick over maigiri is that 
it causes more damage to 
your opponent 

By Shtvali Ganguly 
Kyokuahlnkalkan karata 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHALLA 


If you are interested in 
Karate and would like to 
sign up, get in touch with 

Slilvaji Ganguiy (4th 
degree Black Belt, Branch 


degree Black Belt, B 
Chief), 136, Harish 
Mukherjee Road, 
Caicotta-700025. 


-h 



iClcKoutualoB 


thelnsteptontaKe 


jontact 


n>e<t/cfc 




Shift body-walght to left hip and leg, lift right leg 
and bend It 












SPORTS HALL OP SHAMS 


BYHASH&ZULLO 



J^N\6E 1R0»Y FWDV\PEP a 8\RTWCAV BLAST 
POR WER 60L.F-FAMAn6 UUSSAViD, JOWM.BY 
SHPP1N& SEVERAL 60LT 0AUS \NTD W\S tARE 
before pumwc? ITIsnOTWECVEU JOHN WILL 
NEVER RDRbETTUE CAY \KJ 1987 WHEN HE 
TORNEP 30 — BECAUSE TUE HEATEP BALLS 
EXFlOCER 5H00riN6 CARlEALL OVERTWE 
OVEN ANO 5ENPINC? TWE SMELL OF 6URN»N& 
RUBBER TUHOUSHOUT TWElRejY'S MCME IN 
CASSCLTON, NORO^ PAKDTA' 



rrrooR A BiroF' pivine intervention 

TO HELP A VISIT! N6 SQC^^ER REFEREE ESCAPE 
A LYNCHING? R)LLCWlN6 A MEATEPAAATJCH IN 
1%5 &REEX OFFICIAL CONSTAMTIKE 
PATOUROS WA6> FORCTEP'tO CON AFRIESTS 
OUTFircODMpLETE WITHCASSO^CK TD SLIP 
AWAY FROM THE ISLAND OFCTHiOS WHEN 
ANORY fans S0U6HT H\S HEAD AFTER THE 
HOME TEAM LOST' 





THE FUHHY SIDE OF QOLF 





77 











QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUIZ 

QUhSTIf )NS 

1 Wh(jwr<jt(* Thi' Fit'll Foui 

2 When and whcte was tiic liisl 
Women .s Chess ()lympiad 
held''’ 

3 With whic h sp(ji 1 IS tlie t( t m 
jab step .isscx letted 

4 WIiatdcK-s stat> mtan in 
f^ymiici.stii s‘^ 

5 Who was tlie Inst tobie.tkttif 
HO tiK'tie b,ir I lei 111 lianinn i 
th I ow’’' 

6 In tlie ear ly HOs ,in 

Aiit^lo Anstialian pai 1 iicnship 
won the mixed doubles title in 
the I' leiif h Open t( nnis but 
failed to M‘p( at the'I fe.it in 
the Wimbhxion lin.il Whu h 
pai tnei shif)'’ 

7 Who Wets till' VK e ( aptfiin to 
Douplas Jai dine on Ihitfland s 
•SO tailed Hodyline toui of 
Ansti.dia in 1 ‘tdii .ti 

ANSWIOHS 

1 Kotjei M.iiinistei (whoiantlu 
iirstnndei 4 minuti mile) 
himself 

2 Id'j? Hmmen Holland 

3 fhusketbrill 

4 Aleapoi pose with one le^ 

Ix'iit anti the other held 
stiait'ht back 

3 Yui y Sedykh who thiew 80 3H 
inonMayKi tOKO 
(> John Moyd .mil Wendy 
'I’m nbull 
7 Hob Wyatt 

CHESS 

Anand's qualification for the 
candidates makes him the hottest 
property in Asian chess He did it 
comfortably, securinpr third place 
despite two early losses This was 
probably his best game 
White Anand Vs Black Rogers, 
Manila Interzonal ’90 
le4e62d4iI53e5b64Bb5+ Bd75Bd3 
eS. This 18 rare sub-variant of the 
Advance Variation of the French 
Defence Black wants to exchange 
his bad bishop with Ban White 
is prepared to expend a tempo to 
prevent that 

6 e3 Nc6 7 NI3 f8 8 0-0 feS 9 deS ac710 
Sal Nta6 U a4t d4. Both sides have 
done their utmost to control the e5 


point and white has won that 
battle Now he forces Black to 
stabilise the centre with his 1 tth 
move 

12 Na3 a613 Be4 0-0-0 14 Nc2 Nf715 Bt4 Be7 

16 b4t gS. White starts a pawn storm 
against the Q-side and black 
reacts in the K-side White s 
attack IS bound to come quicker 
for he has more targets 
17 Bg3 g418 Nfd2 Ncze5?l Taking the 
king pawn this way is very risky 
Should black open lines foi the 
white bishops'^ 18 cb4 may have 
offered better defensive chances 
After this a classic pawn storm 
occurs 

19 a4 cb4 20 aSt ba5 21 Nzd4 Bc5 22 
N4 b3 a4 23 Nzc5 (Uc5 24 Bc2 a5. 1 laving 
sacrificed his entire queenside 
white .starts recovering his 
investment with control of all the 
open lines into the bargain 
25 Ne4 Qc7 26 Bza4 Bc6 27 Qc2 Bb7 28 
c5I Now the threat of Ndfj will win 
material 

28—RdS 29 Bb3 RtadS. Black must 
give at least the exchange to 
maintain his hanging knight on 
o5 White IS in no hurry to take it 

I yet 30RaclQc631Ba4Qc732 
I Nd6+R8zd6 33 cd6 Qzc2 34 Rzc2 + Xb8. 

See Diagram) 

Even though white is winning 
he has to find an exact .sequence 
The obvious 35 d7 Ka7' would 
complicate matters because of the 
back rank threat 
35 Bb3 Rzd6 36 Rze5I (l -O) 

36—Rdf f 37Rel t is a neat trick 
Devantshu Dutta 



BRIDGE 

On the very first board of the 
World Mixed Paars at Geneva, I 


was in a contract of five clubs 
doubled which would be a great 
save against the opponents’ cold 
heart game if I could, with 
AQJ986 in hand opjxisite 
dummy’s K75 m clubs, manage 
seven trump tricks with the aid of 
a ruff As I cashed the ace, LHO 
showed out and after ruffing with 
the king to avoid an over-ruff, I 
led a club to the nine, not noticing 
that (it was too early in the day for 
a late-riser like me) my RHO had 
craftily inserted the ten' My 
partner didn’t say anything but 
her grimace clearly showed that 
she wasn’t amused Now imagine 
the feelings of Swedish star P O 
Sundehn, dummy on this hand 
from the richest-ever bridge 
tournament, the $2.00,000 Omar 
Sharif Individual in USA earlier 
this year - 

ppiler Ed t r W vul 

NOFirH(<1urTUny) 


WEST 

, A K S 4 

8 4 3 2 

K U 4 

-►9 5 

EAST 


49 J 7 2 

#98 


0 6 

K 9 7 5 


10 7 6 S 

A 3 2 


4» J 6 4 3 

A A 0 10 

2 

WEST 

SOUTH 

4 0 10 6 3 

A J 10 

J 9 fl 

4 K 7 6 

NORTH EAST 

SOUTH 


Sundolin 2ia 

Penrtpr 


14 

Pass 

Pass 

Q bie Pass 

24 

D ble 

Pass Pass 

24 

Pass 

34 Pass 

44(^nd} 


The contract, though somewhat 
optimistic, IS clearly makeablc 
I 'ind West’s low club lead could 
only help reduce declarer’s 
worries ZiaMohmood, East, 
played the queen, trying to 
preserve an entry to partner’s 
king or jack Now past world 
champion Peter Pender of USA 
found a play that scuttled his 
contract and dropped Sundehn, 
dummy, from the $40,000 first 
spot to the $12,000 third place 
Expecting the ace to be put up by 
East, Pender, who was not in good 
health, lapsed 

uncharacteristically, following 
low Who won the event‘d Why, 

Zia, of course' Does that remind 
you of Chetan Sharma’s costliest 
ball' 

ShanUnuOihoM 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
THE WEEK 



Now that Uslia haa retired, Mr. Nambiar ia praying again! Yea, hoping that he will 
spot another schoolgirl in Payolli with the talent of Uaha. 

P.T. Usha will now have the time and the chance to display her talent in another 
field; sartorial elegance. Here she ia, looking utterly relaxed and caaual in her home 
in Payolli, where she waits for a Prince Charming to come and sweep her off her feet. 


PHOTOGRAPHS, 'JTPAL SORKAH 



Powerwalking: The 


P ICKING up from 
where we’d left off 
last week, we’re in 
the process of find¬ 
ing out why powerwalk¬ 
ing is a better bet than 
r u n n i n g. Having 

airwiidy worked out the 
high risk of injury that 
we gamble with when 
running, we had also 
touched upon the super¬ 
ior cardiovascular and 
weight-reducing effect 
of powerwalking. For 
those who ve joined us 
late, powerwalking is 
just walking.. but with a 
purpose. Where you 
walk with determination 
and concentration. 
Where you’re giving it 
all you've got... as 
oppiosed to the stroll you 
might take through a 
piark. 

As briefly discus.sed 
last week, there are 
three basic reasons for 
choosing walking to 
running The first is 
that more of the body's 
muscles are brought 
into play when you 
powerwalk. When you 
run, the body is airborne 
quite often, giving the 
muscles a chanc'c to re¬ 
lax momentarily. But 
this is not the case with 
powerwalking where 
the body is in contarl 
with terra firnia all the 
time Not only do the 
muscles get no time off, 
more of them are in¬ 
volved. especially the 
ui)[)erbody, buttocks 
and groin. 

'J’h<' second reason 
stems from the fact that 
walking requires more 
steps to cover a distance 
tlian running' Theri l'ore 


walking re<puires more 
muscular activity than 
running. And the net 
effect of this higher in¬ 
volvement of the mus¬ 
cles is a higher level of 
calorie burnoff. Re¬ 
search has shown that 
jogging a mile (1.6 kms) 
in 12 minutes burns 480 
calories, provided you 
keep it up for an hour 
Powerwalking, on the 
other hand, burns off 
535 calories at the same 
speed over the same dis¬ 
tance 

And thirdly, it is also a 
proven fact that power- 
walking gets the blood 
to flow away from the 
digestive tract, effective¬ 
ly reducing appetite 
And as even you will 
agree, that's one of the 
most effective methods 
of controlling body- 
weight. Of course, 
claim.s that walking 
causes the body to burn 
bkxxi fat instead of blood 
sugar leading to fat 
disappearing wliile lean 
muscle tissue stays on 
can only make things 
much better for walk¬ 
ing, After all, one of the 
main problems of long 
distance running is the 
high demand of blood 
sugar, thereby exhaust¬ 
ing and inhibiting mus¬ 
cle mass Think about it, 
have you ever sotm a 
bu rsting-with - energy 
a n (i muscular 

marathoner? 

That's the jiliysical 
part Now there'.s some 
more gcxxi news for w.il 
kers ..in the head. Just 
as philosophc'rs of ol.d 
recommended walking 
while discussing the 


brainy stuff, studies 
have shown that walk¬ 
ing actually encourages 
the pixxluction of endor- 
p h i n s and nor e- 
pinephrines in the 
brain. Both these caintri- 
bute to the feeling of 
well being and assist in 
stress reduction 

Similarly, the in¬ 
creased supply of ox¬ 
ygen to the brain wliile 
walking improves mem¬ 
ory, heightens powers of 
concentration 
and 
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A s 4 boy. I <Ud not 
fill scrapbooks 
with his pio- 
tures. I had no 
poster of him on my 
wall. He did not Invade 
my dreams or dominate 
my conversations. I had 
dilfmrent heroes then. 

As a young man, 
things were scajtaely 
different. He remained 
on the periphery of my 
sporting interests. His 
centuries, his runs, his 
unquestionable genius 
were not of any particu¬ 
lar fascination to me. 

Yet he would not leave 
you alone. Somehow his 
presence, his ezlstenoe 
had to be acknowledged. 
He could not be separ¬ 
ated ftom Indian crick¬ 
et, firom Indian sport. He 
was a figure impossible 
to ignore. So even in a 
household like mine, my 
mother knew him, my 
grandmother knew him. 
And these were people, 
who did not know how 
many phqrers comprised 
a cricket aide. 

He was omniscient 
(almost). 

And he was not a flam¬ 
boyant man. He poses- 
sed no great exuberant 
personahty. Neither was 
he demonstrative in 
manner or playing style 
on the field. Yet with 
AmitabhBaohohan he 
must be the supreme In¬ 
dian phenomenon. Was 
there an Indian who 
could not recognise him 
walking down a street? 
Never. 

Andeo as a sportswri- 
ter he entranced me. Of 
what substance was this 
man made? Who was he? 
Was there a magic going 
on in'his mind? What 
was a genius like? What 
made hMn what he is? 

He wwi after all in the 
hu||iah sporting context 
m&Mt unique: an im- 
QuallflM suobess. ' 
All oi^ wi^^ made 1dm 



prime interview mate¬ 
rial. 

Yet he appeared to de¬ 
velop an aversion to in¬ 
terviews after his retire¬ 
ment. Why, indeed, he 


was a sportswriter in his 
own right. Requests 
were gently, politely 
turned down over the 
years till, it seems, my 
turn came. 


Ho la tirad m JournaMatawhoadopla slanMloiranla 
him batora avan a word io opoKon 










TWfaydo wapt tq 
view me? Why do you 
want to interview me 
now?"oame Ids oultiaad' 
voioe over tbs phone. I 
answerodasbest 1 could. 
He remained unconv¬ 
inced: "Call me in a 
week’s time, rev going 
out of town. And think 
of some better reasons to 
oonvinoe me". I must 
have, although he never 
told me, because the fol¬ 
lowing week he ao- 
quiteoed."Oame to Bom¬ 
bay, well talk". 

Ah, got him. 

He met ms at Bombay- 
Oym, freah after sn> 
hour of badminton, and 
need <me say, looking 
good. That’s part of him 
today, looking good. He 
speaks well, quickly, but 
always articulate. And 
he waetee no time, he is 
you know, the thorough 
profeseional. He asks 
whether I want a drink. 

I decline. He then ex¬ 
plains the noise levri in 
the verandah will distort 
my tape recording, so 
would I prefer a quiet 
epot? I accept. 

Then he asks, ‘Have, 
you come here with an 
cqwn mind?’. And ttds 
Interests me. He le tired, 
apparently, and quite 
rightly ao, of Joumediste 
who adopt a stance to¬ 
wards him beftffe even a 
word is qpoken. 1 have 
no stance, I am merely a 
tennis writer, a feature 
writer, I assure him, 
What I know at him, is 
seven days of reading in, 
the library. Certainly 
not enough fbr an opin¬ 
ion. He is rdisvad. 

Ah, butHl know one 
thing. He is a most ag- 
traordlnary man. 
hours of oonv«rsatlonla> 
t«r, I am sure. 

finnil Msmdiar |3av|Mh 
Isle hi a znoet qKtraofPdln« 

. luy mm. ^ 1 
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“TtMy claim football playora are 
bigger now. But the aame 
appilea to tennia, basketball, or 
even golf. They should raise the 
nets, enlarge the baskets and 
widen the holes too. To shift 
goalposts would change 
nothing. Teams would Just be 
more defensive." 

MICHEL PLATINI, on FIFA's new 
concept of widening the goal so 
that more goals would be scored. 

It’s always very sad when you 
see a sportsman get old. We 
have seen recently in America, 
people writing off those two 
great tennis players Becker and 
Lendl, because they have lost to 
younger men. We have a saying 
In France that it’s time for the 
older men to have their heads 
placed under water—kill them 
off If you like." 

ALAIN PROST, now well into his 
thirties is finding it all the more 
difficult to chase Ayrton Senna 
around the tracks, is thinking of 
retirement in serious terms. 


“It’s definite that I won’t go. We 
have a holiday from the ATP tour 
srMl I prefer to be on the beach 
then. I have enough money.” 

BORIS BECKER, has decided that 
he won’t be playing in the Grand 
Slam Cup later this year, the 
. tournament with the highest prize 
money. - 



“When I retired, I was not really 
putting 100 per Mnt in every 
match. Now mentally, I feel 
strong for tennis and I want to 
put my mind back to It.” 

BORG, now on the cross-roads 
once again, plans to come back to 
tennis and this time it's to earn a 
living. 


“The last time I saw him, he was 
in an office designing clothes. If 
he hasn’t played regular tennis, I 
don’t see how he can come 
back." 

VITAS GERULAITIS. long time 
friend of Borg Is not too confident 
about Borg's comeback bid. 


“I will wait until two weeks 
before the French Open to 




decide whether i’ll play there or 
not. I don’t feel that at my age I 
went to hussle with those 
18-years old South Americans 
for three hours to win in straight 
sets, then I’m going to England 
to play Beckenham, Queen’s 
and Wimbledon.” 

Though Wimbledon is still a good 8 
months away, IVAN LENDL has 
already started planning his itinerary 
accordingly. 






“Many of my matches were 
nightmares and I often 
wondered how I got through 
them, but I never thought about 
quitting tennis. I want to forget 
this year.” 

For STEFFI GRAF, 1990 has been 
a very bad experience both on and 
off court. 
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HUMAN INTEREST 


CONIiSSIONS 
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Anne Britt's 
story is an 
example of what 
tennis players' 
wives/girfriends 
go through 
while their men 
climb the ladder 
of success 


hey appeared to have 
everything-fame, glamour and 
two gorgreovis children.. .but the 
love match turned sour when the 
pressure of tennis stardom took 
its toll. 

The stunning former loVer of 
tennis champ Pat Cash has 
revealed how she still loves him-a 
year after they split. Norwegian 
ex-model Anne Britt Kristiansen, 
the mother of their two young 
children, has talked for the first 
time of the anguish and loneliness 
of being a “tennis widow. ” 

She now lives alone in Oslo, 
Norway, with Daniel, 4, and Mia, 
18 months, while former 
Wimbledon champion Pat, 24, 
continues his career with his new 
love, American nightclub hostess 
Emily Bendit, 26, by his side. 

And Anne Britt, 27, says: “I love 
Pat but I lost him to tennis, to his 
friends and to the public and I 
couldn't stand it any more.” 

She reveals how she... 

WEPT when Pat left her for days 
in lonely hotel rooms with their 
two children. 

HATED screaming girl tennis 
fans who mobbed her lover. 

PANICKED when she 
discovered she was pregnant four 
months after they met in 1984. 

LOVES Pat even though he has 
found happiness with another 
woman. 

But Anne Britt says she could 
never go back to living life in the 
shadow of a tennis star. 

“The world saw as the perfect 
couple with two gorgeous 
children. But the image was far 
from the truth. I was lonely and 
scared most of the time, sobbing 


in hotel rooms. I’ve put my kids’ 
future ahead of my own happiness 
but I couldn’t be happy unless 
they were. 

“I was proud of Pat and 


C.'ish ;ind Armr- UritI 
■idniirf.' Iho Winihlodoit 
trophy at tiro CIrampions 
Ball. 1987 
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everything he achieved. But 
money and tennis are not enough. 
Things came to a head when I had 
Mia. I just knew that my Jet-set 
days were over. Pat was well^ 
aware of my needs and he felt 
guilty. That’s why he found us a 
new home in Oslo so we could be 
close to my family. ” 

The couple previously lived in 
Fulham, West London, but Within 
three months of moving into the 
magnificent $700,000 Oslo house, 
Pat walked out. 

The memory haunts Anne Britt. 
She recalls: "I just cried and cried 
We had talked for 12 hours about 
the past, the present and the 
future. But there was no solution. 
We both knew that in our hearts. 
“We were kissing and hugging 


as a perfect 
couple with two 
gorgeous children. 
Bui the Image was 
far from the truth. I 
was lonely and 
scared most of the 
time, sobbing in 
hotel rooms” 


but he had to walk out that door. If 
you love someone you do 
anything—even let them go.” 

For the couple, who met five 
years ago at a party hosted by 
American tennis ace Vitas 


Qerulaitis in Houston. Texas, it 
was love at first sight. 

Anne Britt says: “I saw this 
gorgeous man with dark hair, a 
suntan, lovely body and twinkling 
eyes. I fell for him and 1 think he 
did with me, too. It was more 
than just looks and sex and lust. 
He made me feel secure. Within 
two weeks we moved in together. 

It was a passionate, whirlwind 
romance. 

“Pat took me to Australia to 
introduce me to his family in 
Melbourne and it was the high 
spot of our relationship. It was so 
romantic—-just us in a cabin on 
the shore, going for walks on 
deserted white beaches.” 

But within four months of their 
first date, the couple were 
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horrified to learn Anne Britt was 
pregnant. She says. “Pat’s doctor 
oonflrmed my fears I said to him, 
'It can’t be true, I’m on the pill’ 

The doctor just said, ‘Well, you 
are.’ 

When I told Pat, he put his arms 
sound me and said although it 
was something we didn’t need in 
our hves, he would stand by me. 
His parents were great They said 
they would take care of me 

“I took Patrick home to meet my 
family and I can remember him 
Joking to my dad, ‘I’m glad you 
don’t have a shotgun ’’’ 

Then the real travelling started 
for Anne Britt and Pat on the 


“If Pat had Quit 
tennis, i wouidn’t 
have cared, i 
knew tennis made 
him hannit hui I 
wouid have ioved 
him if he had been 
a dustbin man. “ 


Some days she hardly saw Pat at 
all. 

Anne Britt says: “Patrick was 
ambitious. His tennis was taking 
oft and his aim was Wimbledon. 
“He would leave early in the 
morning and come back late at 
night. We had little time together 
and it would irritate me that after 
a match Pat spent time with his 
adoring girl fans instead of me I 
couldn't help being jealous but I 
was never worried about him 
straying. When Pat is in love, he’s 
totally faithful. 

“But we had screaming matches 
about him not being there. He 
would just yell back that he had to 
do it, it was his job. 

She says it got so bad that they 
even clashed over where they 
would spend holidays—in Norway 
or Australia. 

Anne Britt, who presently runs 
a successful baby clothes boutique 
in Oslo, says: “I couldn’t see the 
problems we had then, but now we 
realise our relationship was 
doomed. Something had to give I 
couldn’t cope with the children 
and his unstable life any more. “If 
Pat had quit tennis, I wouldn’t 
have car^. I knew tennis made 
him happy but I would have loved 
him if he had been a dustbin man. ’ 

Anne Britt says she’s delighted 



gruelling tennis circuit, from 
hotel room to hotel room. 

She says: “I had to live the way 
Patrick lived but 1 missed having a 
home. I needed security for myself 
and baby Dan and all we got wae a 
different hotel room every week.” 
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1987: Son D.inicl t|ots into the 
act wilti the tioptiy .ittei tiis 
tatlioi won VVimlilediin. A^nne 
Biott IS all sitiiles 


“He wouid ieave 
eariy in the 
morning and come 
hack tate at night. 
We had little time 
together and it 
wouid irritate me 
that after a match 
Pat spent time 
with his adoring 
girl fans Instead of 
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Pat has found happiness with his 
new lover, Emily Bendit. 

The tennis champ fell for 
olive-skinned Emily last year after 
' meeting^ her at a London 
nightspot. 

Aime Britt says: “I’m happy for 


“I 'm not living Ihe 
I Hie ol a nun eilher. | 
When you have been 
with one man for so 
long, It's great to 
have your Ireeiom 
again" 




comes here in the future. It 
doesn’t upset me to see them 
together. 

"I'm not living the life of a nun, 
either. When you have been with 
one man so long, it’s great to have 
your Iteedom again. This summer 
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Daniel gels deeply involved after 
Australia won the Davis Cup in 
t986 


P&t. He's talked to me on the 


very happy. 

"He says she is a very sweet and 
kind lady. And if she’s good 
enough for Pat, she’s good 
enough for me. I’m sure we’ll get 
on. If they’re serious about each 


phone about Emily ahd he sounds I other, it won’t be a problem if she 


I fell in love with a hunky 
Norwegian footballer and now I’m 
seeing a boxer. 

"But men aren’t the most 
important thing in my life at the 
moment. I want to love myself 
first.”# 


liiiiiunf 

iliili 

li, 


eSsisB 
■•••■•■■■ssBaesssr 























E 




•/v-i^r./,. S “i-:.^iv'-,. ■?*!:■:'> ■:. ''; • 




iEi 


i 


c 


T h»niain 9 ii>pha 8 is this 
week ia not so much 
on exercise as eating. 
Beilure we deal with 
whet you should eat, 
let’s Just ^ and deal 
witit how much you dKnUd eat. 

jL«t’s flBoe facts, ifjrou waiii^ 
lose vraiff hi. you have to 
nuhdpul^ two variables: aotivHy 
(output) and eating (hiput}. This is 
an and/or aituatian where if you '■ 
increase your activity and/or 
dscreaaa (to aiOdwit you eat, ypn 
wiU lose wSig^ Oondiinc 
activity with leas eating add yoft 
! Will loee weight (3^ a healthier 
r way. (Always QOn^t a fdiysiotfn 
bento you Btart a diet cw dasrolae 
proi^enune). 

A^wtitesepitoriontadtuatqi^' 
^MWpwitohaipyottnonByiab’ ^ < 
jniiirMiwtite|9hslpingy^ > 
ewhiiDM* control ycNirhin^^ : 
dtlmlto goal ftoydu tf you ara' 
iuitd^aato, is to toange^tour 
'’outof-oontrol’ eating habitaand 
1(0 oormatiaayour hungw drive. 
Hns isa list of auifhestions to 
help you oontrcd your diet: 
l^aihW mbwlBaof Miobte’ 
4 w| fCla a a <Wiyt 

phyakMd epgaetion or 
eaaabint has beenoitedto hdip 


twsBtBSBgaaicamaaiaj^ 
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2.'lirt tfwM imils a dey on « 


Tkis one ie^mpbe^h^v^ou mvet <; 
eat your breai{mitt>'lui^|ikct ■ X' 
dinner every day ^ a x<^rular ': 
echedula ThebOdy Is deaigiied to 
eat i^guisly^lf jtou miss »ineal. . 
eiK)rasj.Vebuil^ builds. Tomajce 
matters vtorse; meal skippers 
never miss dinner"and they wlU 
over-Mt for the most inactive part 
of the day. FOrawei^htloes 
perspective, it is better to eat a 
biggw breakfast end binoh and a 
sfoalier dinner. This way you will 
be-able tbbum yoiir calories 
duringj^rc^ active hours. Oh yes 
and never , never eat and go . 
stva lghttobed. e 

9;.p^ka glaas of ionion water, 
gtrep^oiee, en some other julco 
twenty minutes before esting. 

The Huid makes you foel full and 
theglucoeeis restored by the . 
hypothalamus in the brain which 
makes you flael satisfied, Ihe 
)(<^ault ie deOreaeed appetite. 

■'4; Orfiik lemon water throughoMt 

SlpthisappetiteSupprenant; . 
glnjensl^aU jpi^need to ooptrol 
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Mbet javprmtgbt peoide..tmul to eat 
eofost, tiwy ilk^ tooamoh food 
beforo tlto]gfpai|bijBdamus in the 
brain jpMkeej^'fliiel satisfied. So 
fey Isiiiag It eaiay. 3^.wm iw 
setting upifitps^ods to give 
yow brafo tiiba toWeatistled. 
9 .omti^t...'-."xx-' 

alioet of en^yable 
^tie^'iyo^w^natuiaiybe ■ 
lobbptigglsaiwy Gbgat 

, jptotti^l^iBdandfotmtve^ 

f ' . - M t-■3'^ _ m _ 


you wiUbe reduolng-your etresa 
andanxtety^ Relaxation lean 
appeOte aup p resa i mt. 

■' IVrlookatyourselflnamlrfor: 
Tbie is an sprite auppraaaont 
thi^may not beeaey. You wlU, 
have to bp honest with youraelf 
and to bsyin togetyour body 
uoddr.oohtm. Ar. 
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'From the top of the Khatt I can see the lone 
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tree on the beach helm’ I lan also 


see the guy on the black Yamaha 


sneer at me I tan never resist a 


race I fiop the clutch My front 


luheel pau’s tin sjrin/ morning air Our hikes 


sirtam down from mountain to sca Then 


h 



suddenly I am alone Who Who lost^ 


Who lores’' 
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Somt puiplt wiiiild 
ntvir dri im of bi vinj; a 
motorcvilc engine oil liki C astrol buptr IT It s yi 
dilficult to hnd they argue It s also more expensive 
than any other engine oil But as the /en Master and 
the motoreycle lover say some things in lite 
shouldn t be explained Merely experienced 
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NTH* « f®W 
weelia back we 
fa4<!t a ellty 
cricket lieAeoxt 
<m our hAn4s 
for the winter 
of 1990-91 with no inter¬ 
national team, no Tests, 
no thrills Now we have 
four! 

Beginning' with the 
tour by the Sn Lankan 
cricket team which 
plays one Test match 
and three limited-Overs 
games, the season mean¬ 
ders past a hmited-overs 
senes against the West 
Indies, the Asia Cup at 
* home and a full five 
Tests and five one-day 
games against Imran 
Khan’s Pakistan from 
January onwards 

Before this interna¬ 
tional starts, It 18 time to 
put the past, present and 
immediate futuie of In¬ 
dian cricket into a clear¬ 
er perspective Much as 
we have gone into ecsta- 
oies over Tendulkar's 
cover drive, or extol the 
patience of a Manjrekar, 
or remark just how well 
Shastri has fit into 
Gavaskar’s footwear let 
•us not forget one thing 
that most of our joya in 
the last season-and a- 
half have come from the 
batting side of the Indi¬ 
an team Seldom has the 
cheer gone up for our 
bowlers—Kapil Dev, 
Prabhakar. Wasson, 
Kumble, V Raju and the 
hke 

Why IS this happen- ] 
Ihg’^ One of the zmpor* * 
f tant. reasons Is that it 
! has always suited the 
BCCI to prepare wickets 
> that will suit the coun¬ 
try’s bowlers In dur 
case this has always 
meant that we Should 
prepare pitches to aid 
the spin bowlers be- 
,cause, now that Kapil Is 
"no longer the bowler he 
was, our fast howimg 




Bealdas, pom you i«ay« 

on « 

dhanoes aie# thai fiiit 

ing side ikploit tt 

better than pjpaf own lot 
will, And you ey^tuaily 
have a in whioh 

not the bowlezw but the 
batsmen eide are 
lobbying smmgly that 
either a batting track is 
laid or spinners be per¬ 
mitted to have a field 
day This theory was re¬ 
levant in the Seventies 
when our strength was 
m our slow bowling and 
It suited us to prepare 
pitches where the ball 
kept low and turned and 
proving the undoing of 
many a aggressive bats¬ 
man For the record, we 
beat Tony Lewis MCC in 
19,79-73 at home, got the 
better of the New Zea 
land team m 1975-7Q, 
beat Kallicharan’s side 
in 1978-79, confused the 
hell out of Kim Hughes’ 

I Australia in 1979-80 
and upset Asif Iqbal’s 
Pakistan m that same 
season We lost only two 
series in the Seventies at 
home- against Lloyd’s 
West Indies, which was 
one of the strongest 
sides to have toured In¬ 
dia and even the sting¬ 
iest of critics will con¬ 
cede that the Indian side 
gave the West Indians a 
very good run for its 
money We lost the first 
two Test matches, 
squared the next two 
and lost the fifth* But 
yet, we were badly done 
out against Tony Oriesg*s 
side m the 1978-77 
senes, losing 1-3 
Sadly we don’t have the 
same kind of spmners 
but interestingly, the 
formula persists They 
still prepare turning 
Cracks and if the last 
senes against New Zea¬ 
land m India is any in- 
dioation, the chances are 
Hri I jt hk a 
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The fear IS that if 
one-day internationals 
in their present form 
with a traditional 
backdrop result in 
fewer spectators 
attendin^we might 
just be killing the 
golden goose by 
expecting it to lay 
eggs overtime. 


in November we might 
as well see a pitch turn¬ 
ing from the first after¬ 
noon and our young 
spmners running not 
The one-day interna¬ 
tionals intervene im¬ 
mediately after We play 
five matches against the 
West Indies and go bang 
into the Asia Cup The 
Cricketers’ Association 
may have an interesting 
comment to make about 
this spate of internation¬ 
als because many a cur 
rent cricketer has pub- j 
UCly complained about ■ 
the exacting nature of 
such matches 
This IS an important 
point because theoreti¬ 
cally when one would 
expect that ail our play¬ 
ers would be dogtired 
and worn out, they go 
into the series against 
Pakistan, currently 
touted as the world 
champions Will our 
players be in the best of 
physical health to stand 
up to the five-Test 
series’’ Or is our ability 
going to be largely de¬ 
cided by the outcome of 
the Asia Cup i e if we 
wm we go in with an 
advaptage and vice 



The interesting \ 
light is the Boaro*;^ 

ferAncA for 


ifs 

' 'I 
A 


ference for 5 n<a«**e»v 
games over Test i 
es One assume^ci 
there is priihartkji 
financial motive t’^*‘ 
it. If this Is so, it % 
of changed times#^ 
are days when a 
international 
like a satellite arQum 
the central body 
match These days*it, w, 
the other way arOfiMj^ 
the proportion ria^t^ $0 * 
1 afortheaenssdgwlM' 

Sri Lanka For the 
West Indies trip^ 


ratio is 0 51 L 

The worry is'* 
whether we Sh^ilill^ 
promote one-day'fnlp® 
nationals at the 
of Test matches Or 
versa the f^r is that i| 
one day internationals 
in their present form 
with a traditional i^k- 
drop result ip. lig^Sr 
spectators attsndjng-^t 
happened during ^the 
Nehru Cup, ^ iPSt- 
ance—we might be 

killing the goldlen 
by expecting it to la#'' 
eggs overtime. * 

The solution could^ > 
to go in for^ a ‘ 

Ch«imel-9 get-up*^’ WMh' 
changed appearances. < 
changed timings and 
changed everything’ - 
Perhaps then, there . 
could be a revival of crick¬ 
eting interest m this 
country, who knowsf.^. 

A* teW ts Mtwtar, 

. . . iL., . j 
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Will Shastrl bowl, 
bat or get booed? 
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■ r last it seems that 
tlieBCCI has found 
its Goibachev' 

If you take the 
invitation by the Board 
to Kapil Dev and 
Azharuddin to attend 
one of Its recent 
technical committee 
meeting's to represent 
the players collectiye 
opinion as a sign of 




c hanging attitudes 
then pel estroika has 
finally hit the 
most abused sports 
organisation in the 
country 

About time too The 
BCCI the richest sports 
organisation in the 
country has somehow 
never been high on the 
popularity ratings If 


the janata is dissatisfied 
with a particulai 
exclusion of a player the 
BCCI gets criticised If 
Sunil Gavaskar finds a 
loophole in the Board s 
contract with the 
players the BCCI gets 
column raped If 
institution bashing is 
the right word then the 
BCCI has been seen to 



ly Mudar Pithtrya 


have fumbled all the 
way Its selectors were 
as the public saw it 
nincompoops its 
office bearers on a 


overlooked 
I know it IS a little too 
early to shoot one’s 
mouth off but be 
prepared for a surprise 


Madhav R*o Scindia and 
Jagmohan {ialmiya have 
given the a slick new 

image with their 
professional attitude, but 
there is still much work to 
bedone 




Jierpetual expense 
account roll its 
sef’retary or president 
invariably a piolitical 
muiga and every 
official statement of the 
BCCI a 180 degree 
reversal of a previously 
stated intention or fact 
^ndyes whatever good 
that It did was 
conveniently 


in the coming year This 
masochistic image of the 
BCCI IS going in foi a 
renovation 

Pla'irer complaints will 
taper off the BCCI may 
finally begin to gei 
smoothly professional 
clowns masquerading as 
board officials may not 
be seen or heard of 
again and the crisis of 
communication between 
the players and the 
administration may be a 
thing of history 
Why am I a 
committed pessimist 
going bullishly berserk‘s 
Just as the 

stockmarket man looks 
for early signs of 
whether the market is 
going down or up this 
writer has fished around 
for the morning smoke 
signals that this BCCI 
has been sending out As 
if two senior cricketers 
attending the BCCI 
meeting was not 
enough the Board 
president Madhav Rao 
Scindia s interview in 
The Times of India. 
recently revealed some 
interesting comments 
The Board and the 
players he said must 
realise that they are two 
arms of the same body 
There should be clear 


easy communication 
between the two Both of 
us are working towards 
the same goal In 
pursuit of It I would like 


to receive proposals and 
suggestions from a 
wider section of people 
My attempt will be to 
consult as many people 



Madhav Rao anew 
Image for the 
BCCI 


f M>: ecc^ 

to 

prct' 

t!o 

masquerading 
as board 
officials may not 
be seen or heard 
of a^ain; the 
crisis of 

comm*inkati(on 
belv n flayers 
ans^ 


may be over 


as possiblr Even 
somebody who is an 
aid( nt (nthusiast 
One wondf IS Ihf n 
whethei theic is any 
need for a PI lyt is 
Assoc lation whi n you 
have 1 Boaid pii sident 
who says the playi i s can 
w ilk in and discuss 
anything under the sun 
with him (compare this 
with t II pic vioiis Board 
pic s df III wlio 
eon‘'i->tcntly sent out 
inconsistent signals so 
much so that the players 
nevf r knew whrthei he 
wantt d to t ilk but the 
Boara would n I let him 
or whethei he didn I 
want to at all'I 
If thebi iins in the 
BCCI war t to phase this 
Cricketers Association 
out then all it has to do is 
grant almost every 
possible demand (not 




















smooth-taking liberal 
that we require, and 
secretary Dalmia the 
most slickly efficient 
board official after 
Anthony D'Mello. 


If these two cannot 
move mountains, we 
might as well give up 
hope. The only possible 
blot on their report card 
in this long season of 


1990-91 may come from 
the Pakistan tour of 
India; Imran’s mat (c) 
h-yatra does not look 
like getting too far with 
the likes of L.K. Advani, 


Vijayeraje Scindia 
(irony!) and Bal 
Thackeray waiting to 
convert any straw into 
political capital. But that 
is another story 


phase out Srikkanth 
and actually not be 
affected. Not 
surprisingly, experts 
rated the Indian team 
that went to England 
this year as the 
best-ever batting 
line-up to have gone 
abroad. No 
exaggeration. 


Dev struggles to take 
wickets. Prabhakar 
may keep confusing 
all the batsmen in the 
world but 

surprisingly cannot 
hit the stumps often. 
Kumble is yet to hit 
the big time. Hirwani 
says he is trying 
better than ever but 
sadly... Venkatrama- 
na has made two 
tours abroad without 
making a dent. 


Waosanisrat^ 
highly but is yet to 
fire any hope among 
his countrymen. 
Ayubisagame -■ 
battler but out of the 
side. Razdan took 5 
prized wickets in the 
Sialkot Test last year 
but has not played 
again. 











Simon Heffer 
writes on 
Dennis Lillee’s 
7-over 
comeback 













Hexes his nostrils 
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HE souvenir programme for Eng¬ 
land’s first match of their Australian 
tour abandoned all restraint when it 
came to describing Dennis Lillee. 

“A real champion,” it said of the 
greatest living Western Australian, 
who came out of retirement to play tot the WA 
President’s XI against the tourists at the pictures- 
qrue Lilac hill ground. 

Lillee himself is somewhat picturesque these 
days He is sparse on top and greying at the 
edges, though at 41 is still lean and fit. The 
scowls of old, when he used to chuck his alumi¬ 
nium bat and talk about the joy of hurting bats¬ 
men, have been erased by the genial charm of a 
comfortable early middle age. Where he once was 
the exemplar of the demon bowler, now he looks 
like one of those grizzled stockmen familiar from 
the films of the late Chips Rafferty. 

Lilac Hill hopes to become the Arundel of Au¬ 
stralia, with all touring sides opening their sche¬ 
dule there. The danger is that the sides will enjoy 
themselves so much they will be reluctant to 
leave. 

More than 9,000 packed the ground 
causing a six-mile traffic jam back into Perth 
along a freeway dotted with pleasing late Victo¬ 
rian colonial buildings. Half the ground was 
taken up by gaily-coloured sponsors' tents, the 
other half by a boisterous crowd full, no doubt, of 
fans attending spurious grandmothers' funerals, 
and they had all come to see Lillee 

They had quite a wait. Once the Presbyterian 
Ladies College Pipe Band had performed the do 
luxe version of “The Rowan Tree,” and a breath- 
takingly hideous arrangement of “Waltzing 
Matilda,” the England side took the field 

They had an early triumph when Fraser had 
Wood caught behind by Stewart The public 
address man, whose comments after almost every 
ball will have surprised those with more tradi¬ 
tional expectations, came on enthusiastically to 
congratulate Jack Ruspel. the regular wicket¬ 
keeper, who was rested from this game 

This would have been easier to und^MQ^a^ad 
Stewart not wintered with the MidlancTOuildford 
club (whose home ground Lilac Hill is) for eight 
seasons. 

This was not the last example of the PA man’s 
tact Andrews, the next man in, snicked a ball 
from Fraser high and wide of second slip, where 
Atherton made a stfenuous effort to catch it. 
Most men would not have got close. Atherton 
touched it. "That’s Wayne Andrews dropped at 
second slip by Mike Atherton,” barked the PA 


man, making no allowances. 

Thanks to a curate’s egg of a hundred by 
Moody (reached off the last ball of the Innjings), 
the home side reached their respectable total of 
205 for seven. 

After lunch the time at last came to see the 
great man bowl. However, a tyro called Chris 
Mack upstaged him in the first over, bowling 
Atherton second ball 

Lillee came on from the other end to huge 
cheers. He looked tame to begin with, aiJH the 
umpire was booed savagely for calling his second 
ball wide. Gower, who had come in at the fall of 
the first wicket, then hit him for four, vyhich 
almost certainly caused Lillee to bowl another 
wide next ball. 

In his second over (by which time Maqk had 
also removed the hapless Larkins) Lillee topk off 
his sweater, started to flare his nostrils in the 
appropriate manner, and looked more hjp old 


IN THE SECOND OVER LI LI .EE 
TOOK OFF HIS SWEA TER, 
STARTED TO FLARE HIS 
NOSTRILS IN THE 
APPROPRIA TE MANNER AND 
LOOKED MORE HIS OLD SELF 


self. He soon made one rear up nastily at Lamb— 
perhaps the nastiest ball of the day -but the 
crowd’s pleasure was diluted by Lamb hitting his 
next ball through the covers for four. 

The indignities became worse Gower hit Lillee 
for SIX immediately after surviving a high-decibel 
Ibw appeal After seven overs Lillee took his swea¬ 
ter, finding himself in just the right place on the 
boundary to goad Lamb as he returned to the 
pavilion after being caught off Moody for 22. 

The crowd, who had smelt a possible victory at 
63 for four, became less cheerful as England's 
two inexperienced batsmen, Stewart and Morris, 
put on 142 to secure victory, each batting with 
great ease by the end 

T’ne first chorus of “All Poms are bastards” was 
heard at 171 for four As the score approached 
200 the noun changed to one unrepeatable in a 
family newspaper. 

Lillee bowled the last over, and had the winning 
run hit off him. Grinning in the pavilion after¬ 
wards. he said none of us would catch him doing 
this sort Of thing again. 

The Indians, though, are apparently due at 
Lilac Hill about this time next year, so we shall 
see. • 
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Goalmouth excitement 
during the India vs 
Pakistan match at the 
Beijing Asiad 
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HE Indian 

T hockey team's 
performance 
during the 
Beijmg Asiad 

_ could hardly be 

termed brilliant However its 
display in the final against 
Pakistan was more than 
satisfactory m the sense that no 
hockey pundit had given India 
more than 15-20% chance of an 


The spate of recent 
allegations are 
doing nothing but 
hurting Indian 
hockey 


22 
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At least there was a honest 
attempt to make a match of it 

That the Asiad hockey gold 
continues to elude us is obviously 
hurtful, but realistically, I do not 
think we had much of a chance 
against the much-improved 
Pakistan side 

What IS important is that we 
have shown a definite 
improvement in the last 6-8 
months After a dismal World Cup 
in Lahore, we did reasonably well 
in the BMW tournament and then 
at the Asiad 

In fact, we should have 
immediately concentrated on 
preparing our team for the 


That the Asiad hockey gold 
continues to elude us is 
obviously hurtful, but 
realistically, i do not think we 
had much of a chance against 
the much improved Pakistan 
\side... 


qualifying rounds lor the next 
Olympics Instead, the whole 
country has been shocked by the 
distressing allegations and 
counter-allegations by the 
players, captain and worst of all 
by the manager himself 
Only this year we had seen the 
unseemly fight between the 
players and the captain on one 


E ACTION 


upset victory Whereas Pakistan’s 
passEige to the final was full of 
emphatic and confident team 
work, the Indian team struggled 
simply because there was no 
cohesion between the struggling 
half-line and the disjointed 
forwards 

^ But in the final, India’s shock 

1-0 lead and courageous efforts 
when down 2-3 in the end, 
gladdened many hearts m India 


side and the I H F management 
on the other side The players had 
refused to attend the III F camp, 
and the I H F then introduced the 
novel and ridiculous idea of “open 
trials ” The so called ‘present 
Indian established players’’ 
refused to attend these trials and 
ultimately the I H F had to give 
in, on the intervention of former 
Sports Minister Bhakta Charan 
Das Prior to this Pargat Singh 


had revolted against the 
appointment of M P Singh as 
captain 

Then, with the formation of the 
Indian Hockey Players 
Association, I for one thought old 
scores would be forgotten and a 
new beginning made, with more 
attention being paid to the game 
itself 

Yet immediately after the Asiad, 
the first salvo was fired by Thoiba 
Singh He not only stated that he 
was deprived of his legitimate 
claim to captaincy, but also 
accused his captain Pargat Smgh 
for letting down the team by 
playing m the final He then 
added that if he was captain, he 
would not have played Pargat 
Smgh in the final, as Pargat was 
unfit And that fuit her more as 
captain, he would have biought 
glory to India by winning the 
Asian final against Pakistan He 
also accused Jagbir of playing 
selfishly for poi sonal glory 

Perhaps Thoiba did not realise 
that nowadays the whole country 
can see matches live on television, 
enabling us to judge the 
performance of the team and the 
individuals ourselves We do not 
have to depend on the sole 
reporting of an muividual 
pressman or the opinions of the 
manager and coach 

Thoiba has seen better days as a 
player and his ultimatum to the 
Indian Hockey Fedei ation (IHF) 
was in bad taste He should 
concentrate on keeping his place 
in the team before making any 
bids for captaincy But the worst 
has been his needless criticism of 
his captain and his teammates 

The rejoinder from the IHF 
president, iejecting Thoiba’s 
ultimatum, was sensible and the 
matter should have ended there 

But the worst was yet to 
come—and that too fiom Gulfiane 
A/ain, the IHF vice piesident, 
chairman of selec tio.i conimitU'c 
and Beijing team man iger 

He publicly held Pargat 
responsible lor India’s defeat, 
stating that Pargat failed to play 
according to the plan devised by 










him and coach Jhamanlal 
Sharma Hence, India lost a 
golden chance of winning the 
Asiad hockey title The team 
management apparently decided 
that the penalty corners were to be 
taken by Jagdev and Mohd Ai if 
and not by Pargal But Pargat, 
instead of giving the specialist job 
to Jagdev and Ai if, took the last 
four penalty corners himself, 
failing to convert any The 
manager also accused Jagbir of 
not doing his job properly 1 le was 
to mark Pakistan’s quicksilver 
and scheming inside left Shahbaz 
Ahmed closely, and his failure to 
do that cost India the gold The 
manager also alleged that he 
knew of Pargat’s injury and 
unfitness only after the match 
This appears strange if you 
consider that the whole country 
knew prior to the final that Pargat 
was not fully fit, as he h<is not 
completely recovered fi om the 
injury sustained in the semi final 
This was tune and again 
announced by both tlie television 
and the radio commentators 
before, during and after the 
match How then was the 
manager unaware of the injury or 
fitness status of his captain‘d Even 
if true, I believe all these 
accusations and faults of the team 
and individuals, should have been 
dealt with by the manager in his 
official repoi t to the IHI'' 
executive He had no business to 
air his views in public and restart 
a coiitrovei sy once again 
No sooner h.id it appeared in 
print, tlian a lejoinder and rebuttalr 
came from Pai’gal Singh the very i 
next day He not only denied his 
manager s acc uaations but also 
questioned his tec hiiical 
capability and knowledge 
Pargat explained that he only 
resorted to indiiect taking of t he i 
penalty cornei s hun,seir when the 
regular pusher of the ball w<is 
taken off the field, and .Jagbir 
began pushing the ball too slowly 
for Jagdev to take a propel hit i 
Pargat further explained that 
both the managei and the coach 
knew ofhis injury, and that the ! 
team doctor was giving him 
injections for it 
The final statement then came 
from Jagbir 


Pargat, even today, though 
slow, is the best full back in 


India—and the only world 
class player we have 




He flayed the manager for 
going to the press and blaming 
Pargat and Jagbir for the defeat 
against Pakistan Jagbir clarified 
that he essentially being a centre 
forward, could not have been 
expected to play a partly defensive 
role of marking Shahbaz He said 
that after R P Singh’s 




What is important though, and 
relevant, is that India has 
shown a definite improvement 
in the last 6-8 months. After a 
dismal World Cup in Lahore we 
did reasonably well in the BMW 
tournament and at the Asiad 


replacement, he had to play all out 
in the attack and that in fact, Jude 
Felix should have been in the 
starting line up to begin with All 
these statements from the 
manager, captain, Thoiba and 
Jagbir, have obviously not been of 
any help to Indian hockey It has 
only left a bad taste m the month 

For me, the redeeming feature 
18 that my good friend, coach 
.iharaanlal Sharma, has not 
oper.ed his mouth so far and gone 
to the press Bemg a former 
Olympian he knows that he has 
the responsibility of building this 
side, and as I said earlier the team 
has defimtely shown 
improvement in the last few 
months 

I tend to agree that Jude F’elix 
should have started the match and 
that Jagbir should have played as 
centre forward In fact I had 
written exactly this prior to the 
final, and there is no question that 
Jude would have been the right 
person to mark Shahbaz. as he 
was already bemg thought of, and 
played, as a half back We wasted 
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Jagbir as an inside xaght. as he is 
neither a distributor or schemer of 
any use as a marking defender 
^ He IS best suited as an attacking 
centre forward, simply and there 
he IS the best we have in 
that position 

Pargat, even today, though 
slow, IS tjic best full back in 
India—and the only world class 
player we have My advise to him 
18 to concentrate on his game for a 
few more years and to avoid 
further controversies 

The most vital issue in my 
opimon, which needs to be 
addressed very quickly, is 
whether Indian hockey is willing 
to take a realistic look at itself To 
label themselves as ‘world I 

champion class’ or ‘Asia’s No 1' as 
some dreamers are wont to do, is 
both counter-productive and 
dangerous We must realistically 
review our strengths and 
weaknesses and once having 
identified them, must proceed 
from there 

For mstance, we have only one 
competent full back, a lack of 


Ttioiba Singh not only stated 
that he was deprived of his 
legitimate claim to captaincy, 
hut also accused his captain 
Pargat Singh of letting down 
the team in the final 


talent on the left wing, and a 
mediocre half-line These are 
areas where we must focus on. 
and if need be, make some 
changes 

We must accept that Pakistan, 
at present, are a more complete 
side than us, and that we are also 
not one of the world’s best 6 


teams That, to hK‘gi/i with, should 
be our target—qualification lor 
the Champions ’I’l ophy, where 
only the woi Id s six best teams 
participate 

It IS also imperative that 
techmeal matters are handled by 
people who are aware and 
educated about hockey rather 
than by laymen 

We perhaps ai e the only team in 
the world where cxc ept for the 
selection committee/ coach, no 
other post in the Federation ts 
held by a foi mer hockey player 
In addition the Federation 
requires a think tank (Pakistan 
has had this tor l.b-20 years) who 
can oversee the working and 
progress of the team 
So, if we can do all this and 
refrain from ugly .slanging 
matches and work step by step, 
there is no reason why India 
cannot once again be a force to 
reckon with 
But let’s not be in an 
unnecessary hurry 

Gurtlux Sin 9 h ib a former Indian hockey captain OlympHC I 
gold medallist and selector 




BAHADUR PRASAD 


At the Eye Of 
A Hurricane 


BAHADUR PRASAD is the most villified athlete in India today. 
Coaches, journaliata, officials have mocked him ceaselessly. Often, it 
seems without reason. They say that our national 1500m champion 
was irresponsible and immature in his attitude and performance in 
the Asian Qames. They say that he was more interested in an 
off-the-field romance with 800m runner Sunita Kumari from 
Haryana. They said that he was uninterested in personal 
performance. And all the extreme reactions was because Bahadur 
Prasad was considered a strong bet fbr a gold medal in Beijing. Prasad 
spoke to Asim Handa in Delhi recently. 
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On his being villified by everyone 

No longer does anyone care or remembei that I 
r broke a 20 year national record m the 1500m last 
— .. year No one even bothered to i emember that the 
Beymg Games was my first taste of such a big 
event No one cared to know why I had not run 
any international races in the six week period 
between the domestic season and the Permit Meet 
(just before the Asiad) All that people and 
officials were bothered about was that I had failed 
to wm a gold in China So I was branded a failure 
on account of one race 

On his being among the favourites to win the 1500m 
gold 

Who says, I was the best in the field‘d I had the 
third best timing in the field The Japanese Arata, 
had the fastest time of 3 38 and Mohammed 
Sulaiman, who had i un more than 25 races in 
Europe this year, had a best of 3 40 My own best 
was 3 41 98 run in Belfast 

Of the problems he encountered in Beijing 

I was nev er made to feel that I was cared for 
Even the coaches, with the exception of Mr Saim, 
stayed aloof as far as I was concerned My race plan 
was discussed just once And frankly, I did 
everything that I was asked to do In the race, the 
coaches expected the first 800m to be run in 1 59 


Sunita Kumari (638) with whom Praaad waa 
auppoaed to have had an affair in Beijing 








and I was told to stay right Dehind the leaders 
But the first 800m was so slow, 3 05 that I had no 
alternative but to go up and try to force the pace I 
again stuck to my plan of running 59 seconds for 
the third lap and giving my best in the last three 
hundred metres But the foui who went ahead of 
me had a better basic speed So my final time of 
3 46 gave me the fifth place 


About the statements of Tiger Joginder Singh to the 
press that ‘Bahadur was a terrorist and a sex maniac’, 
because he was having an affair with a female athlete 

No one said anything about all this to me before 
or after the race The coaches, I would have 
thought, were there to provide support to the 
athletes Instead they were hurting us by saying 
such things Can I not talk or be friendly with a 
teammate of mine Just because she happens to be 
a girl, you cannot call us names 
I think all this has come up because I lost If they 
seriously thought that this was the reason for my 
losing, then as coaches, it was their duty to 
advise me so If I had won the gold, even in a slow 
time of 3 50, then they would have claimed, that 
they chalked out everything for me and I had won 
because of them Since I lost, it is my fault 


On the conditions in Beijing itself 

I had some problems with food I do not eat beef or 
pork, which is what most of the dishes had We 
were taken to the place where the Indian 
Embassy had arranged for Indian food for thhe 
members of the contingent and there was chaos 
there Many of us, including myself, were left 
without food as many members from other 


disciplines literally pounced on the available 
food and finished it off Surely, there should have 
been better arrangements and we deserved to be 
treated in a more respectable fashion After all, 
we were representing the country 

On the lack of international competition before the 
Asian Games 

Most of the other runners, especially those 
athletes from Qatar, Japan, China and even 
Pakistan had run international races before 
going to Beying And as for me, I was totally out 
of racing from August 10th to September 18th 
And really, I don’t get any competition here as I 
am always so far ahead by the time we approach 
the finish 

On his pulling out of the 5000m half way through the 
race 

I was spiked in the third lap and I continued as 
best as I could Fmally, with blood coming out, I 
decided to pull out mstead of injuring myself 
further Anyway, I had not been told that I was to 
run the 5000m till we reached China 

On the fact that no matter the excuses, he was beaten 
by better runners on that day 

No man 18 a machine The Japanese runner, 
Arata, had the best time in the field yet he came 
sixth And what about faid Aouita He said that 
he would win three golds |in the Seoul Olympics, 
but just managed a bronze I am not saying I am 
as good as Aouita, but I am just saying that any 
athlete can run one bad race and mine, 
unfortunately, came m the Asian Games I hope I 
will be able to rectify it m the next few seasons 
Spoits Management Group 













TENKIS HISTORY 


Seems Like 


Old Times 




In 1966, at the four Grand Slam tournaments, 
the singles titles were won by eight different 
people. In 1990 it has happened again. Who 
were these players and did they, 24 years 
apart, have something in common? 
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BY ROHIT BRIJNATH 


EmerfaOii, Margaret Smith Court, 

Tony Roche, Ann Haydon Jones, Manuel 
Santana, Bilhe Jean Kmg, Fred StoUe, 
Maria Bueno 

Ivan Lendl, Steffi Graf, Andres Gomez. 
Monica Seles, Stefan Edberg, Martina 
Navratilova, Pete Sampras, Gabriela 
Sabatini 

Two lists, eight names m each What 
pKDSsibly could they have in common‘s 

Well, what about coincidence‘s Or 
history's Or umqueness's Or all three's 

In 1966, as the first list reveals, at the 
four Grand Slam tournaments, the 
singles titles were won by eight different 
people 

In 1990, 24 years later, it has 
happened again Now isn’t that strange's 

Perhaps there is a link, perhaps there 
IS not 

In 1966,1 was four years old, and as all 
my faculties were not suitably developed 
by then, my memory, let alone serve me 
correctly, does not serve me at all So 
musty history books become a ( rutch 


AUSTRALIAN OPEN: Emerson & Lendl: Court 
AOraf 


Emerson, and not too many people 
know this, won more Grand Slam titles 
(smgles & doubles) than any other 
wielder of the wooden (or any other) 
racket In total. 28 Like an unleashed 
greyhound, there was a ferocity of speed 
m Emmo’s movement, with his 




unusually strong wnsts, they say, being 
the result of milking cows at his father's 
farm in Queensland He won the 
Australian Open five times in sequence 
from 1963-67 and once in 1961 Ivan 
Lendl, shared with Emerson, a 
fanaticism for fitness, the Czech not a 
natural athlete perhaps like the Aussie, 
but ‘lean, keen and trained to the last 
ounce’ a phrase once used to describe 
Emerson 













Bobby Riggs in May 1973 effectively 
denied hei the status of the greatest that 
she so desired 



SabatinI and Bueno, sensous and graceful 


American Nancy Richey was similarly 
indisposed Court, uke Emerson, 
collected Grand Slam titles as people do 
postcards, her final count being a 
staggrering 67 Her sinnlaiity with Graf 
was that both relied on power to 
dominate. Court with the volley Graf, 
with her forehand ifet unlike Gral, 

Court’s terrifying anxiety attacks, which 
lost her the first battle of the sexes' to 



The US Open ladies 
shared a common 
bond—both Maria 
Bueno and Gabrieia 
Sabatini torched the 
court first, not with 
their play but with 
their sensuality 



FRENCH OPEN: Roche & Gomez; Jones & 
Soles 


French Open champions Tony Roche 
(1966) and Andres Gome/ (1990) share 
much in common, including colorful 
places of birth—Roche from Wagga 
Wagga, Gomez from Guayaquil Both 
were striding, sizzling left handers, 
highlj (on'petent doubles players, and 
won only one Grand Slam singles title in 
their careeis And both, I hear, enjoy 
their native beer(8) If Gomez had a 
weight problem, which he rectified 
perhaps by working at his Ecuadorian 
shrimp farm, Roche’s tennis elbow was a 
more chronic complaint, forcing him 
once to seek relief from a Phillipines faith 
healer 

The ladies. Ann Haydon Jones and 
Monica Seles, have scarce similarities, 
except that is. (and this is a trait shared 
by all four French champions) both were 
lefthanders too Jones, one of Britam’s 
few female tennis heroine’s was dihgent, 
but less gifted than Seles Although an 
instinctive basehner like the giggling 














Yugoslav, Jones manufactured a tough 
enough volley to win Wimbledon three 
years later, a move that Seles would to 
well to copy 


WIMBLEDON: Santana & Edberg; King & 
Navratilova 


Manuel Santana, Spanish and 
emotional, left behind for the world to 
cherish one of tennis' most memorable 
moments so overcome was Santana on 
winning his first French title in 1961, he 
burst into tears only for his defeated 
rival Nicola Pietrangeli to come over the 
net and console him, like a father would 
an upset son 

Coincidentally if there has been a 
similar visual this year, it was the 
quasi-embrace between Kdberg and 
Becker after their Wimbledon final 
Edberg, like Santana, has a wonderfully 
amiable personality, but unlike the 
Spaniard’s heavy topspin from either 
side prefers to serve and volley If 
Santana’s clay court style appeared 
unsuited to gi ass, he compensated for it 
with consistent passing shots from the 
most improbable positions 

Wimbledon champion only once, 
Santana had the misfortune of losing m 
the first round the following year, 
something Edberg will surely not want 
to emulate 

The ladies in question, winning 24 
years apart were first rivals, then 
doubles partners and friends and now 
one coaches the other Billie Jean and 
Martina, rulers of tennis in every way. 
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Martina and Billie Jean, friends 


dominated tennis from the eo’s through 
the 80’s Each had a well developed ego, a 
doubles sense and precise and aggressive 
serve-volley games Not surprismgly 
both were most sucessful at Wimbledon, 
Billie Jean winnmg a record 20 titles 
















Ivan Lendl shared 
with Emerson, a 
fanaticism for 
fitness, the Czech 
not a natural 
athlete like the 
Aussie, but ‘lean, 
keen and trained to 
the last ounce’, a 
phrase once used to 
describe Emerson 
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Lendl and Emerson took Australia 


(combined), Martina close with 17 If 
I Billie Jean’s tireless efforts gave women’s 
tennis a much deserved fillip, Martina 
too has been a great champion and fine 
role model off the court 










US OPEN: Stoile & Sampras; Bueno & 
Sabatini 


Fred Stolle, once a bank clerk, was 
never a legend although a Davis Cup 
hero—Pete Sampras, coached by a 
paedetrician, not yet a Davis Cup hero, 
has barely begun his search for 
greatness If lx)th men are in direct 
C’ontrast to one another, at least their 
backhands, fluid and tough, allow for 
some resemblance. 

The ladies though have a common 
bond—both Maria Bueno and Gabriela 
Sabatini torched the courts first, not with 
their play, but their sensuality. Bueno, 
balletic and graceful; Sabatini, stylish 
and artistic 

Bueno from Sao Paulo. Brazil and 
Sabatini from Buenos Aires, Argentina 
were singularly responsible for 
popularising the game in their native 
countries, (each a revered^hy celebrity) 
while adding a touch of South America to 
the world game (Chile’s Anita Lizana 
who won the US Open in 1937 was also a 
contributor). 

If Bueno’s 'shocking pink’ panties 
designed by the late Ted Tinling caused 
much outrage, Sabatini has stirred 
controversy too with her masculine 
shoulders and over-developed upper 
body. Although Bueno’s deeds are more 
prominent, she shared with Sabatini not 
only a glamorous visage but also a 
nagging tendency to be erratic. Both, 
when flowing are accepted as unbeatable, 
yet equally capable on off days of losing 
to virtual non-entities. 


CONCLUSION 


There is one last aspect, geography, 
that demands a review 
The 1966 group featured four 
Australians, one Briton, one Spaniard, 
one American and one Brazilian 
The 1990 group comprises two 
Americans and one from Czechslovakia, 
Argentina, Sweden, Yugoslavia, 
Ecuador. Germany. 

A further analysis reveals four 
Australians in 1966 and none in 1990, 
and four Pluropeans in 1990 and one in 
1966. Further indiction of the game’s 
shift to Europe. 

Although it has taken 24 years for this 
pattern to be repeated, perhaps we will 
not have to wait that long for it to happen 
again. The women’s game today (Graf, 
Seles, Capriati, Navratilova, Garrison, 
Sabatini) is highly competitive, and if 


Graf does not pull her pretty stxiks up the 
championships could well be shared 
again. In the men’s .section,in contrast, 
the absence of high class talent and all 
court players could result in different 
champions again Lendl is waning, as is 
McEnroe; Becker, Edberg and Sampras 
are fast court boys while Chang, Agassi 
and Muster prefer slower surfaces. 

So hold onto your seats—1991 could be 
a helluva ride again ^ 



Sampras and Stolle, 
hot backhands 
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PERSONALITIES 


Build ^em up...Kn 


T Hh MAN in l<i (ll(jirj ni itk< t 
flour I fi( (I If >pv(>l I'hf :>un 
III till I i( ( of Ills 1 iffv 
coiiipuiK fi iinrl niiitti n rl 
Hlooflv Cl 1//i lts(ii//i Cra//i 
and riiori (j 1//I ( in t tlif v firifl 
aiiyffiiiin ( Isf to fill till liirkpipf 
w illi ’ I III si( k ciiiii I It' d of (j 1// 1 
Ml till 11 prof (I fi( (1 to 11 idfvirv 
woiif ihout Ifii iiiij'fit V III in of 
Spill s 

M< aiiwliili f I If kf I oiiKfil to fit 
Crialnful 111! iinvalofMi 
G isf (HfJiif 111! alls tfiat tfiosc 
K'poi t< IS wlio list d to spend most 
of then livfsoiilfu trail ot Ian 
Botham .iiicl latte i ly at any rate 
of Viv Kith,lids h.ive had .inothf r 
taigel foi the good old Bi itish 
iifwspapti cu<-torn of build em up 



Ted Corbett analyses 
how Paul Gascoig-ne 
has replaced Ian 
Botham as the 


favourite of the 
English Press 


attention of the gentlemen in 
50 bob suits as he used to call the 
less favoured members of my 
profession he is now full of smiles 
and good wishes as he prepares 


pel formant e*^ How often haye you 
heard praise for a professional 
footballer for going to a small 
club as Richards has now done 
three times at Somerset Rishton 
and Glamorgan and giving 100 
per cent ^ Name the last tennis 
player snooker star or golfer who 
subjected a bad back gammy 
knees and the aches and pains of a 
season to i aising money for 
charity by walking 700 miles 
Yet for five year s the tabloid 
Press of this country openly 
attacked Botham and Richards foi 
moments of folly that John 
McEnroe a whole raft of soccer 
players and several packs of 
rugby forwards have made seem 
pretty small beer One newspaper 
milked Botham 
of his thoughts 
and attacked 
him 

indiscriminate! y 
Another 
chose him as the 
main weapon in 
it’s circulation 
war The rest 
without 

Botham’s words 
8, followed him 
around m the 
hope that he 
would stray I 
believe there 
were people 



knock I m down and then tiamp 
allovei tin ' m being sjxiiting 
heroes 

I have SI i n Both im and 
Richards in tfu I isf fi d ivs and 
both looked lem ii k ibfv icl.ixed 
which Is a confr ast woitfi noting 
The last time 1 saw Vivi hi looked 
about as relaxed as a 11 ocoililt s 
dinner for he had just had his 
famous exchange with Jim 
Lawton 

‘Both is a cfiarming companion 
when the moment is i ight and 
dftera summei without the 


for yet another walk for charity 
this time from Aberdeen to 
Ipswich 

Watching a drunken George 
Best on TV mouthing thoughts 
that had no place in the lounge of 
any ordinal y family—by ordinary 
family I mean those without the 
strength of mind or body to hit the 
off button I realised not for the 
first time that Botham and 
Richards have been badly abused 

When did they ever go on TV 
and give less than a thoroughly 
sound decent and sober 


out to bait him—not a task to call 
for a mastermind—and then to 
earn from the resulting mayhem 
Prom 1982 to 1988 it was a major 
industry until his back operation 
made the sob story more saleable 

When he also stopped hitting 
sixes and wickets and, almost at 
the same moment, Gazza made his 
appearance, the newshounds were 
called off and the headlines that 
began ‘Botham bust-up 
disappeared 

The image remained, of course 
I had a conversation with the 


I 
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ock 'em down 



IAN BOTHAM'S latest oharity 
walk, a trek ot more than 300 
miles from Aberdeen to 
Ipawush, atfo-ted on October 1 
Like his previous escapades, 
notably his epic walk from 
John OOroats to Land’s End, 
this venture is aiming to raise 
funds for leukaemia research 

i 


great Scottish inside forwai d 
Denis Law in which he told me he 
had never met Botham, but that he 
would not enjoy the experience if 
he did I said I had not met Best for 
years and from what I heard 

1 never finished the sentence 
because Law leapt to his old 
Manchester United teammate s 
defence with words that Mr 
Ordinary Family Man, seeing 
only the sad sight on the Wogan 
show would not believe ‘Besties 
lovely bloke The nicest guy 
around Don t compare him with 
Botham Anybody who has met 
Best will tell you ’ And more m the 
same vein 

So, if I tell you that Botham and 




Botham and Richarri| 
being out ^ 
of contention, K’f/i 
Gazza’atum 
toiapupthe "f 
publicity blitz j 


Richards aie bycompaiison a 
credit to then piofession thatm 
my experience they have always 
been helpful mindful of then Ps 
and Qs i espectful to the wise men 


e orrivol of Mr Goscoigne 
means that those reporters 
who used to spend most of 
their lives on the trail of Ian 
Botham and, latterly at ony 
rate of Viv Richards, hove 
had another target for the 
good old British newspaper 
custom of build 'em up, 
knock 'em down and tramp 
all over 'em. 'Em being 
sporting heroes. 


of my calling (of which tlieieaie 
many) and that if then 
self confidence bordeis on 
an ogance it is not a i rime 
provided that it stays out on the 
field will you believe me"^ 

If you do you might Cl ossyoui 
fingei s for the health of Vivi as he 
goes into hospital foi his 
long overdue opeiation and foi 
the success of Both s walk 
I’ll be curious to seen just how 
much publicity that walk has 
now that the newspapei s have 
found a new toy to twist to their 
own shape and that Botham is no 
longer a true Bi itish hei o 
Well not to everyone that is 
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ALAM, 


niufdinp,' 


bli’ary-f.VftI 
pa.s.seiip:ci's 
rush to fret tlie early 
morniiiK' I'liplits, .i 
bunch ol'ci'K:k(‘ters hutl- 
dle outside the depar¬ 
ture lounpe closely scaii- 
ninfr every arriving' car 
The seiarcli is for Madan 
Lai (Maddipa) who us 
holding tickets for the 
haul to Jodhpur for the 
Sharad Joslii (former 
Rajasthan Ranji player) 
benefit game ' Ltxik at 
only white cars", sug¬ 
gests a player helpfully, 
because Maikhpa always 
comes to the airport iii a 
white car. 

Time passes 

Tfs about 5 00. the 
flight IS at 5.15 Almost 
everyone is here Man- 
inder, Kirti. Ajay Shar- 
ma. Sanjeev Sharina. 
Atul Wassan, Ashok 


5uA9r/^, FEt>mar oowv 
rue hrrcKST cm. 

Mtt>-WJCkiBT.f\ mu 
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Malhotra, Arun Lai, 
Y a s h p a I. li h a s k a r. 
Arshad. Venkatapathy 
Haju too, but he’s off to 
Hyderabad The anxious 
wait continues Several 
white oars arrive, dis¬ 
gorge departing passen¬ 
gers But no Madan Lai 
No Kapil Dev. 

Ultimately the.y ar¬ 
rive Yes. in a white 
ambassador Boaiding 
htis been announced but 
Kapil Dev is totally non¬ 
chalant " Chalo bhai, sab 
aa gaye.' he aa.ys niov- 




r? „ 


mg briskly towards the 
check-in counter Wait 
Kaps, someone calls out, 
after a swift headcount 
Problem There is an ex¬ 
tra passenger. Conse¬ 
quently the group is one 
ticket short 

Slight panic. The 
flight leaves in about 5 
minutes. The wait list is 
1(X) strong. People are 
already boarding the 
aircraft Zara roko says 
Kaps. purposefully 
striding towards the 
Duty Manager's desk. 


Others resume their an¬ 
xious wait, now inside 
the departure lounge 

Moments later Kaps 
emerges from the confab, 
usual wide grin on face 
Matter’s sorted out An 
extra ticket obtained 
Coolly he hands out 
boarding caids 

How did you do it*^ 
queries an inexperi¬ 
enced player Kaps is 
dismissive ("Foocho 
Mat") but an old pro is 
more helpful "Yaar yeh 
Kapil Dev hai lie can fix 
anything ” 

Flight time to Jodhpur 
IS two hours Most play¬ 
ers doze off Some strug¬ 
gle with newspapers and 
Indian Airlines' packed 
breakfast. On landing 
the players are met by 
Sharad Joshi and quick¬ 
ly bundled into a wait¬ 
ing bus. The driver, 
thrilled to bits on seeing 
the stars, puts on the 
latest 'Aashiqui' casset- 


PATRIC fcAGAR 






te raises volume to ear- 
sphtting level and steps 
firmly on the 
accelerator 

The bus is headed for 
the Umaid Bhavan 
Palace, a tive-atar hotel 
constructed in the 
1920 s by the Maharaja 
to provide employment 
to people ot his riyasat 
stiicken by a severe 
diought Made witii 
Jodhpui stone Burma 
teak, Makeiana marble 
the Umaid Bhavan is 
maiestic eleg’ant 
chaimiiift yet unopu 
lent 

The view from the 
hotel built atop a hill is 
breathtaking — impos 
ing foi t on one sidi' flat 
roeky terrain on the 
other Foi a city on the 
very edge ot the Thar 
there is suiprisingly 
plenty ol greenery A 
lo( al official explains 
Jodhpui had the cen- 
tuiys highest rainlall 
this year Once in a 
peiiod of two days, the 
heavens opened and re¬ 
leased an unprecedented 
21 inches of lainfall 

After a quick check¬ 
in, change, breakfast, 
the players get back into 
the bus Now joined by 
Sunil Gavaskar, Azhar- 
uddin, Vengsarkar 
Shastri, Manjrekar, 
Tendulkar all of whom 
had arrived the previous 
evening As the players 
trickle in, a biege Mer¬ 
cedes speeds out ol the 
hotel "That's Gaj Singh, 
Maharaja Jodhpur,” 
says one observant occu¬ 
pant by the bus* He is 
the Chief Guest at the 
match ” 

The Barkatullah sta¬ 
dium IS half-packed with 
cheering fans The scene 
in the dressing room is 
equally frenzied with 
autograph seekers, 
photographers, police¬ 
men all trying to get in 
The chaos is trying (at 


one stage SMG did snap 
angrily at a video cam¬ 
eraman) but does point 
to the fact that the 
cricketers in India are 
treated as direct descen¬ 
dants ol the Gods Once 
only the Maharajas 
claimed this distinction 
Shortly the players 
aie divided into 2 teams 
(Azhar XI and SMG XI) 
and introduced to the 
waiting Maharaja 
Gava.skar fields (because 
his team consists of 


several players wanting 
to leave by the afternoon 
Bight to be with their 
respective wives on Kar- 
va C’hauth) He 
announct's his eleven, 
specifically indicating 
each menibei s jilace in 
the field The .illocation 
of field platings is well 
reasoned .seniois close 
in, juniois in the decji 
On txjcasions like* this 
cricket can only be Ics 
tive The basic idea of a 
benefit game is that 


batsmen swing their 
polyarmoured weapons, 
the bowlers get 
smashed, the spectators 
have a jolly time But 
when play commenced 
on a slightly uneven 
pitch the start was quiet 
No firewoiks On the 
contrary there was a 
trac'e of competitiveness 
in the proceedings Kaps 
was sharp - bowled 6 
overs at a stretch keep¬ 
ing the batsmen in 
check Sachin Tendul¬ 
kar dashed around the 
outfield energetically 

Shastri, a regular 
ojiener aftei England, 
initially bided his time 
fjater unlea.shcd a string 
of aggressive shots All 
pure Kavi Sfiasti i blows 
flout foot down the 
wicket massive heave 
through ovei mid wick¬ 
et Scored a hundred 
with more .sixes than 
singles 

Vengsarkar as usual 
was elegant and stately 
his class veiy ajipaient 
Example ball on leg 
stump Vengsaikar 
leans forward sti ikes 
ball disdainfully 
thiough mid wicket 
Ajay Bhaima swatted 
Kirti for 6 Azad 
promptly lowcr(>d ti ajec- 
tory and started bowling 
Bat and fast Maninder's 
response on being 
lashed was somewliat 
different he bowled 
from a few steps h.ick 
Piank Ol ploy‘d No idea 
Could be both 

Though the cricket 
was largely forgettable 
there were moments of 
interest It was a plea 
sure for instance co 
watch SMG operate 
Popular with boys, in 
the dressing loom he 
back-slapped others, 
laughed and joked As 
captain he behaved like 
an elder statesman 
stood at first slip ap¬ 
plauding gcxxl shots and 


h/E/^A rcKBr 9/0 &-But 

KAPIL OPAtAhl^ IT. 
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{fiXKl balls 

Moic rt'inarkiiblo was 
tho way ho approaohod 
hts iniiiiifj-.s While 
Ka])il, Jus opoiiinp- part¬ 
ner, alternately swished 
and smashed, SMti 
(wearinp; Sachin 'rendul- 
kai’s pads) was cool, 
composed and correct 
Didn’t score too many, 
didn't tiliidp'eon tlie 
bowling'’ but the piii'ists 
could not have but mar¬ 
velled at the man's sup¬ 
reme technaal artistry 

Don’t the muscles 
ache'^ I asked Sunil after 
he gfot out ”No tliey 
don’t." he said returninf.y 
borrowed pads, kitisen 
mg- his (Sunny) shoes, 
wiping sweat on his 
Somerset county shirt 1 
pla.y badminton legular 
ly and that keeps me fit ’ 
Like SMCi It was in¬ 
teresting to watch 


suNhf/t>ibn'T £cffZ£ m 


SOT r^emisr^ i^uu> 


M/mELUEb AT Hl£> 


lEOf^JlCAL ^T/Erky 


'rendulkar In the bus he 
appeared a schocilboy on 
a study tour Didn’t talk 
tcxi much Couldn’t have 
because of a Sony walk- 
man placed firmly on 
head In the dressing 
room, despite the 
mayhem, he sat serenely, 
feet on his coffin-hke kit 
bag. Icxiking cool to the 
point of being detached 
Signed a million auto¬ 
graphs By the way did 


you know that the sen¬ 
sational Sachin writes 
with tiis left hand‘d 

According to current 
rules a player is eligible 
to organise a benefit pi'o- 
vided he has played a 
certain number of 
games He has to fend 
for himself—usually the 
Board and state associa¬ 
tion do nothing Conse¬ 
quently. players without 


contacts -though needy 
and eligible are unable 
to hold their matches 
In a wa.y Sharad Joslii 
was fortunate His bank, 
specially Shri Purohit. 
assisted him, and the 
Players Association 
organised top players 
’Tm grateful," Sharad 
told me " I will make 
some money but more 
inipoi'tantly it is a mat¬ 
ter of pride that all the 
players came here and 
played for mo ’’ 
fjne has heard of 
gushing fans but the en- 
I husiasin of a sponsor in 
Jodhpur put everything 
in the shade Momentos 
(an eagle perched on a 
globe) w'ere given to the 
players with the intri¬ 
guing inscription ”Pre- 
sented with throbbing 
feminine love." How's 
that‘s 
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WEIGHT... 


And thot drained off 
liitstrangfli, rays one 
ofsoccer'ioNtime « 
heroes, Bobby 
Chorlfon, explointng 
bitviewofltolio'90 
ond the chongbig 
noture of soccer os 0 
world gome, in on 
exctusive inferviow 
withGoutom 
Bbotlocboryo in 


SPORTSWORLD: TlmtHayt 
weg$tlos0§th§domlnaiiet 
over th» pl$yus. A 
system wMeli pemits less 
fnedom to the pleyers. Hod e 
George Best ore Peleplejnd 
todey, do yoo Hit ah tho Bond 
would’n boon dlttereot? 

BOBBY CHARLTON: Good 
players are 
good players in any 
system. You need good 
players to make the 
system work and not the 
other way round. If you 
had a Pele or a Best 
playing today I think 
they would’ve been as 
outstanding as they 
were. 

But would Uie cotchBS bars 
allowed Ibam m much 
baadom as they eaioyed In 
Hialr times? 

I am not prepared to 
believe that coaches are 
fools. I think, they 
would’ve allowed them 


to play their own game. 

I Shall give you the example 
of Ruud Gullit. Don't you 
think If be had played in the 
sixties he would've adapted 
himself well. But in the late 
eighties and nineties since 
the accent Is more on 
team-play, Gullit the 
individual peifoimer has 


Good players ore 
good players in 
any system. You 
need good players 
to make the 
system work and 
not the other way 
a round. If you 
had a Pele or a 
Best playing 
today I think they 
would've been as 
outstanding as 
they were... 


been turned into a team 
player... 

Maybe that’s the case 
with him because he 
plays in Italy where they 
attach more importance 
to defence But then, 
Gullit is a Hne player. 
And as I told you, a good 
player is a good player 
in any era. The game 
hasn’t changed much. 
Good players make the 
game not the system 
But hasn’t tbs game changed 
In certain raspecU? 

It is a little less 
adventurous now. 
Coaches are not 
prepared to lose. You 
don’t get scores like we 
used to get in the past 
5-2,4-1... you know, in 
our time when people 
got tired they made 
mistakes. They gave 
goals away. But these 
days no one gets tired. 
Now it’s defence at all 











costs 

One of the big changes 
since I started playing 
has been the ball The 
ball IS softer It’s plastic 
The pitches are better 

You don’t get muddy 
pitches anymore We 
used to play under all 
sorts of conditions So 
that way it’s a lot easier 
physically You no 
longer need to be big or 
strong and muscular 
something that was a 
must in the fifties or 
sixties Approachwise, I 
would say the coaches 
have become very 
defensive It has made 
the players less 
adventurous The 
players don’t take the 
responsibility now to do 
something that they 
want to do They are 
always thinking as to 
what the coach would 
think 1 mean, there are 
few good, skilful players 
who, no matter what the 
coach says, will express 
themselves Gascoigne 
for instance He played 
reasonably well in this 
system But he is a free 
spirit, he likes to go all 
over the place And 
that’s exciting to watch 
Unlortunately, there are 
less people like him 
today ^ the game IS 
suffering The game has 
become very predictable 


If you see a Maradona or 
a Gascoigne doing 
something 
extraordinary, 
expressing himself, you 
really get up and admire 
that But unfortunately, 
there are not too many 
of them, nowadays 

So as a spectator do you find 
the game very boring to 
watch? 

I enjoy it still It’s still a 
fast game and easily the 
best game It’s the most 
satisfying game The 
pitches have improved I 
don’t know about 
Calcutta but mostly in 
the football playing 
world you get lovely 
grass pitches 
So if it goes on iike this, 
twenty years from now couid 
you visuaiise a situation 
where football will find It 
difficult to sunrive? 

No, I don’t worry too 
much about football 
Because the coaches are 
very adaptable I don’t 
think the game will 
undergo a sea-change 
The basic principles of 
soccer are so simple that 
even if you try to put a 
lot of mathematics into 
It you won’t succeed I 
personally think, it 
would all depend on the 
demands of the public If 
the gates drop the 
coaches will have no 
other option but to 
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was certainly not the 
players’ fault 
The decision to award tliat 
penalty In favour of tlie West 
Germans in the final drew a 
lot of criticism. Wistlio 
criticism valid? 

I don’t know I thought 
the decision was 
dubious, it mightn’t 
have been a penalty 


kick But I also thought 
the spectators were 
happy It was a relief for 
them Whether it was 
right or wrong I don’t 
know It was a close 
decision 

You mean to say they wanted 
the better team to win? 

They wanted to see the 
team which wants to win 


emerge victorious On 
that particular day there 
was only one team 
which wanted to win 
That they eventually did 
so with the help of a 
penalty was immaterial 
What Is tile key word in 
jnodam hiotbail? Is It speed 
or strength? 

It’s not strength, it’s a 


httle above You need 
stamina, but that is not 
the most important 
thmg See here (in 
England) we play a 
different game 
cdtogether Until this 
World Cup people 
thought that we were 
negative, unimaginative 
and yet we could’ve won 
the World Cup but for 
the penalty shootout In 
Manchester United we 
don’t play the typical 
English football We 
take chances, we play 
the most adventurous 
football in the country 
because of public 
demand 1 think our 
game is most attractive 
to watch I think, our 
performance in the 
World Cup had come as a 
pleasant surprise to 
many If you ask me, I 
think the Europeans 
and the rest of the 
world, apart from the 
Africans have not 
progressed at all If the 
last World Cup was any 
indication, the others 
are falling behind 
Can you foresee what kind of 
system are we going to see in 
the '94 Worid Cup? 

It will not change very 
much Practically, it 
would remain more or 
less the same Teams 
will pick themselves 
around the players 
they’ve got England 
won’t change very 
much We may play with 
a sweeper That was 
very successful this 
time I don’t think the 
techniques will change 
very much | 

But did Argentina look like 
Argentina In the 90’ World 
Cup? 

Well, perhaps (you’re 
right) but then they 
didn’t have enough good 
players That was it 
Why did Maradona 
disappoint so much? 

1 thought he lost too 
much weight and that 
dramed off his strength 
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DIFFERENT STROKES 


Money Buys Patriotism 


W HAT a shame that 
playing foryour 
country, which is sup¬ 
posed to be all about pat¬ 
riotism and true sports¬ 
man spirit,seems to have 
become a part of the ever 
increasing trend to¬ 
wards financial greed. 
In order to lure top play¬ 
ers like Steffi Graf, Mar¬ 
tina Navratilova and 
Monica Seles for next 
year's Federation Cup, 
the women's equivalent 
of the Davis Cup, orga¬ 
nisers are paying $ 
500,000 in appearence 
money, based on the 
world ranking of the 
players after the 1991 
Wimbledon Cham¬ 
pionship 

These bonuses will be 



it looks like Graf’s 
patriotism is up for 
sale 

in addition to a* mini¬ 
mum of $ 253,000 in 
prize money for the 
event to be held in Not- 
tingham, England. 
Graf, if she is still No. 1 
at that time and decides 
to play—she decided to 
miss this year’s loss 
making competition in 
Atlanta, Georgia — 
would receive more than 
$ 110,000 

Ironically, players 
wanting to compete in 
the 1992 Olympics (and 
Graf is the defending 
chaunpion) must play m 
next year’s Federation 
Cup to qualify 


What A Blast! 


G uys have tried some 
wild stuff with cars 
but this one is really 
mind boggling David 
Bray an ex-racing car 
driver is planning to 
break the world land- 
speed record for steam 


powered cars. 

His attempt comes 
with a warning. “No¬ 
body should get close to 
the car when it is on the 
move. On full boost, it 
will release a jet of steam 
that will crumble a hu¬ 


man body to dust 30 feet 
away.” So stay away! 

"ilie secret of the rock¬ 
et car, called the Rick¬ 
man Matisse, lies in a 
cylinder mounted at the 
back of the car When 
the time comes for the 


supercar to blast off, a 
generator will heat 
steam to 500 degrees 
(Centigrade and pump it 
into the car’s cylinder. 
Once the tank is full the 
plug will come off and 
away the car goes 

Bray and Malcolm 
Pittwood, his partner in 



the attempt, say, 
“Richard Noble’s (who 
hold the current British 
record) average speed 
was 93.94 mph. We are 
hoping to do 150 mph in 
which case we’ll also 
break the world record 
for steam powered vehi¬ 
cles.” 

And if their attempt is 
a success, then they plan 
to build a car which 
according to Bray, “will 
make the Rickman 
Matiesse seem like a 
scooter.” 


Brady with the rocket 
which he calls a car. 
ready for blast off 


D id you know, that 
Australian quaran¬ 
tine rules are so strict 
that the equestrian 
events for the 1956 Mel¬ 
bourne Olympics were 
held miles away in 
Stockholm, Sweden. 

And 1992 may see a 
re.occurenoe of that in¬ 
credible happening. Bri¬ 
tain is ready to host the 
1992 Olympic eques¬ 
trian event, if equine flu 
makes it too dangerous 

Face in the mud. Will 
this be the state of the 
equestrian event in 
the 1992 Olympics at 
Barcelona? 



to hold the competition 
in Spain. The British 
Equestrian Federation 
says it hopes that the 
equestrian medals will 
be contested with the 
rest of the Olympics, in 
Barcelona, but if that is 
not possible they are 
ready to hold the events 
at Birmingham. 

The other countries 
who are expected to bid 
include, France, Ger¬ 
many and The Nether¬ 
lands. Officials in Spain 
recently confirmed re¬ 
ports of a fourth out¬ 
break of equine flu 700 
kms from Barcelona, 
jeopardising their 
chances 


F ormula one racing 
car driver Alessandro 
Nannini was having the 
best season of his career. 
An offer from Ferrari, 
which he turned down 
and seventh in the driv¬ 
ers championships- 
...finally his future 
looked secure. 

But it was just when 
every thing seemed to be 
on an even keel,disaster 
struck. Nannini who 
drives for Benetton 
Ford, was in a helicopter 
heading for his family 
villa at Belriguardo, on 
the outskirts of Tuslana 
city. Coming in to land, 
the helicopter suddenly 
plunged from a height 
of 80 feet to the ground. 
Nannini was found 
lying on the ground 
with his right forearm 
severed. 

After a nine hour op¬ 
eration to attach his arm 
back the team of doctors 
said his condition was 
satisfactory but it was 


Arms Race 

still too early to say micro-surgeons said, Alessandro Nannini of 
whether his arm would “He is awake and talk- Benetton Ford, 
have to be amputated or ing to his family and survived a helicopter 
whether he would be staff but there is still a accident but might 
able to continue driving, risk of infection in the never drive a F-l car 
Carlo Bufaliai, one of the arm ” 




Fallab Muhury says that 
despite great hurdles— 
economical, political and 
environmental—Africa is 
already en route to 
a great soccer future.. 


“U 


PSTARTS " “Outsiders 
with a, chance ” “Dark 
horses ' 

That was the general 
media description of Africa in the 
World Cup But now they’re much 
more than just that They’re 
potential champions But that’s 
where they’ll remain in the 
quadrennial championship, if 
present problems, some 
insurmountable, continue to 
plague the continent 
Morocco (twice), Algeria (twice) 
and Tunisia (once), have put up 
splendid performances, making 
the World sit up and take notice 
So did the indonutable lions of 
Cameroon (twice), and Egypt with 
the Ilassan twins in 1990 
Let 8 also recall Sir Walter 
Wmterbottom in 1962 saying. 
“Watch Africa That continent will 
produce champions before the end 
of the century ’’ Eric G Batty 
seconding this with. “Africa will 
leave the USA flat in the football 
race,” in 1974 In 1978 David 
Brenner supported their views by 
sajring. . !'It seems reasonably 
certain that at some time during 
the eighties an African side will 
make a real impact at world 
level...” 

Much of their observation has 
com^true at the junior level The 
Green Eagles, as the Nigerian 





Cameroonians exult In Italy: towards 
newer horizons 

squad is known, have been 
under-14 world champs nearly 
winning the Under-20 
championships too! The fact is 
that the South Americans and the 
Europeans have been outgunned 
by the Africans, and the Arab 
states of Asia in these two 
competitions. 


The gradually growing 
Africans have shown their abihty 
at the highest levels of pro soccer 
in Europe and the World Cups . If 
only Cameroon had closed up after 
leading England 2-1 in Italy. If 
only Egypt had played their 
natural game against Ireland euid 
England in their hrst-round 
games... how different the 14th 
World Cup would have been. And 






SOCCER 
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jf only Algeria had not relaxed 
against Chile in 1982 after 
leading 3-0 at half-time, they 
would not have left for home after 
the first round (helped on the way 
by an allegedly ‘fixed’ game 
between West Germany and 
Austria)...! 

It is a fau;t that Africans seem to 
perform better individxially, than 
as teams. From the exciting Larbi 



“Watch Africa. 
That continent 
Witt produce 
champions 
hetore the end of 
the century"... 
Sir Waiter 
Winterhottom 
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ben Barak of Morocco, once 
nicknamed as the “black pearl" 
and Sallf Keita of Mali Republic, 
through Coluna and Eusebio of 
Mozambique and Jean Tigana of 
Mali and France, to Roger Mills of 
Cameroon, Yousef Foufana of 
Morocco and the fantastic Georges 
Weah of Liberia, now playing for 
Monaco of France, experts have 
raved over individual Africans for 
a few decades. 

On the other hand, Zaire and 
Tunisia provide the counterpoint 
Zaire, “The Leopards” as we know 
them, were outclassed in West 
Germany, 1974. The Yugoslavs 
also humiliated them with a 0-0 
score line at the end of their first 
round fixture. Brazil added three, 
and Scotland, two. The leopards 
lost their bearings after that, and 
never qualified after that. 

In 1978, Argentina, Tunisia 
from north Africa made the world 
sit up and take notice. Playing 
excellent soccer, they nearly made 
it to round two. There was a great 
chance, when they beat Mexico 
3-1, and drew with West Germany 
1 -1. An unlucky loss to the Poles, 
however, prevented them from 
becoming the first African squad 
to reach the second round. 

But that was that. Tunisia failed 
to qualify after that. Those who 
talked of an African Improvement 
had to swallow their words. 

Realistically, Africa will find it 
very hard to provide a world 
champion. They may produce 
flashes of brilliance. May also 
produce superb individuals, but 
other factors will inhibit their 
prowess in becoming world 
champions in the FIFA World 
Cup. 

Cameroon’s goalkeeper N'Kono 
best in Africa 
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PiNfeny, cMi 
wars, politics, 
tUseases, 
superstitions 
have retarded 
\ most el the 
\seccer potential 
\ In almost three 
\lourthsolthe 
huge continent.. 


Poverty, civil wars, politics, 
diseases, enervating^ climates, 
superstitions and psychological 
factors have retarded most of the 
soccer potential in almost 
three-fourths of the hug:e 
continent, where international 
and club soccer has always been 
dominated by the western and 
northern countries. 

The problem with African 
football IS that intense 
nationalism has usually led to 
unhealthy rivalries and violence 
in nu^or tournaments. A World 
Youth Cup qualifymg game 
between Nigeria and Ethiopia 
exploded in 1985. In fact, violence 
and rioting have become 
commonplace in African soccer 
On topof that the(CAF)The 
Aflrican football Confederation is 
plagued by internal politics, with 
the black south accusing the Arab 
and Berber north of partiahty and 
racism in the National Cup (held 
once in two years). TbeCAF 
headquarters are in Cairo, which 



is resented by the black south. 

Sometimes climate has been a 
major hazard. Malaria once 
knocked out the Tunisian team 
from the final game of the Nations 
Cup in 1902. Senor Barinaga, a 
Spaniard who once coached the 
Green Eagles Nigeria’s squad, 
once became so frustrated by 
climactic obstacles, that he 
bitterly complained that within 
two days of choosing his eleven 
players, half the squad could be 
down with fever 

In certain parts of central and 
west Africa, killer diseases wipe 
out human and cattle populations, 
soccer players included! In their 
strange ways, superstition and 
witchcraft have also impeded 
soccer’s growth Luckily, 
European coaches have learned to 
live with this phenomenon, if not 
igrnore it altogether. 

Many clubs have their own 
witch doctors, who are Godfathers 
to players and managers ahke. 
They too are law unto themselves. 

The late Sir Stanley Rous 
became an eye-witness to their 
power In one of his visits to Kenya 
in 1968. A match was organised 
in his honour just before his 
departure. But it never took place! 
’The reason? 'Ihe Abaluhya club’s 
witch doctor predicted many 
injuries for them if they played. 
The club decided not to risk their 
players’ limbs! 


On other occasions, 
witch-doctors are known to have 
conjured up visions of naked 
women in the opposing teams’ 
dressing rooms to make them lose 
their concentration, and lose the 
match! A Zairean ju-ju man once 
put ajinx on Zambia’s goal And 
recent reports have it that 
Cameroonian witch doctors cast a 
spell on their group and 
second-round opponents in Italy. 
And we know the results... 

Sir Stanley Matthews once 
coached there, and with his wife, 
formed the “Sir Stan’s Men”, a 
gpxiup of coloured soccer players, 
in whom he pinned his future 
African hope. 

In a few days time he was 
writing: “Those kids were great 
little footballers, but they weren’t 
a football team. That was my 
biggrest problem. Take defence for 
example. None of them wanted to 
know at»ut defending. To defend 
was somejtiow unmanly in their 
book. Black teams did not defend, 
black teams attacked.” He added: 
“Somehow I had to blend my 
knowledge of tactical play to their 
native flair. If only I could do that, 
I told myself, I would have a team 
of world beaters. ” So that’s the 
tragedy of South Afl-ican soccer. 
Potential world champions. But 
that’s where they’ll remain till 
human rights and justice returns 
to that country. ^ 
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IGGOTT Rl 


T HEfaleofa 
half-starvod 
55-ycar-old 
millionaire has 
suddenly 
become the 
strange, compelling 
story in English sport 
Lester Figgott rides 
agaiii-from the shadows 
of retirement, scandal 
and prison An entire 
nation is agog as “the 
Long Fellow" returns to 
race riding five years 


-f 
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after unsaddling the last 
of 4,349 winners in 
Britain. 

Coverage of horse 
racing, apart from the 
Derby and Grand 
National, tends to be 
relegated to the small 
print in the United 
Kingdom, with the bulk 
of the readership found 
in bookmakers’ shops. 

But yet Piggott’s 
comeback drove the ‘ 
reporting of the 
Conservative Part.y 





£S AGAIN 


conference right off the 
front pages Crowds at 
unfashionable tracks 
liave trebled and the 
British public is 
spending millions of 
pounds in bets on the 
skills of this galloping 
grandfather 

Already their faith has 
been rewarded with 
^ dashing victoiaes as 
I’lggott powered first 
past the post It led to a 
mock serious heartcry 
from Britain's bookies 
expressed in a telegram 
to the jockey "Kindly 
reconsider your decision 
to come nut of 
retirement ” 

Piggott’s darkest days 
came in 1987 when he 
was convicted of tax 
fraud and sentenced to 
three years in jail, with 
the additional, hidden 
penalty of the sacrifice 
of an almost certain 
A knighthood After one 
year and a day, the 
prison doors opened for 
the jockey who had 
never lost public 
approval 

Piggott. handicapped 
by speech and hearing 
defects, has been 
notoriously sparing 
with words since he rode 
his first winner at the 
age of 12 Typically, he 
offers no explanation for 
this totally unexpected 
second career in the 
saddle 

There are theories that 
indifferent results as a 
trainer have led to n 
cash-flow problem They 
are hard to credit, given 
Piggotts estimated £20 
4 million ($38 million) 
earnings from the sport. 
The likeliest reason is 


sheer boredom because, 
unlike his peers, Wilhc 
Carson and Steve 
Cauthen, Piggott has 
shunned a celebrity 
lifestyle 

The hero of 29 Classic 
triumphs paid a hard 
price to become the 
punters darling For 
nearly four decades this 
abnormally tall jockey 
punished his body by 


breakfast The drastic 
regime shows in a face 
that is drawn, deeply 
furrowed and generally 
unsmiling, Piggott 
clearly stuck to his 
self-imposed fasting in 
retirement He weighed 
in for his first race at 
Leicester on Monday at 
8st 51b (53kg), 
conceding briefly “1 had 
to miss Sunday lunch " 


way to ride to match 
Wille Shoemaker, of the 
United States, who 
urged home winners 
well into his 59th year 
But the tiny Texan had 
the advantage of being 
able to live a normal life 

At a little less than 5ft 
(1 51m) tall and 
considerably loss than 
7st {44 5 kg) in weight, 
the legendary “Sluxi" 
never set eyes on a d let 
sheet "1 am thankful 1 
was destined to be ,so 
small," he,said "1 don't 
know what else a little 
guy like me would have 
done outside racing" If 1 



remorseless fasting, 
Lester’s riding 
weight—a little more 
than 8st (50kg)—was 
always at least 
14lb(6 3kg) less than 
Nature intended. 

The man existed on 
nibbled celery, tomatoes 
and black coffee. To kill 
the pangs of hunger, he 
smoked cigars while his 
wife and daughters ate 


Five years’ absence 
seem to have changed 
the man not at all He 
still handles half a ton of 
thoroughbred animal 
with consummate ease 
Michael Allen, the 
Jockey Club’s medical 
officer, had no 
hesitation passing the 
old champion as 
perfectly fit to ride, 
Piggott has a long 


had been bigger I might 
be picking cotton 
Today Shoemaker 
trains horses in 
California and cheers 
Piggott’s return “I take 
off my hat to Ix'Rter,'' he 
said "He is a credit to 
racing and there is no 
reason why he can't ride 
as long as 1 did 

Bill Lawton 

Courtesy The European 
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KABBADI DROPPED 


^^fyABBADI- 
•• MM kabbadi- 
V% kabbadi," 
JIJL try 

chanting 
that non-stop and 
tagging several 
burly, barefoot 
opponents without 
being mauled in 


could become a 
kabbadi power 
China’s participation 
m this event was all 
the more remarkable 
because they had 
formed their team 
merely nine months 
before the Asiad, on 
orders from the State 
Sports Commission, 
and learnt from 
watching videotapes 

The Chinese coach 
Zhao Xuguang, had 
boasted that his 12 
member team were 



return This rough 
game, with its origins 
in India, made its 
debut at the 11th 
Asian Games at 
Beijing 

And even m this 
obscure event, China 
made its presence felt 
Some observers have 
grumbled that m the 
nest four years China 


Believe It or not: The 
^ineee kabbadi teim 
picked uptheaport In 
only nine montna that 
too from watching 
videotapes 

f 

chosen specially for 
their size, Strength 
and endurance. But 
even China had to bow 
to kabbadi ‘ 


garage'^ Well there is 
good news for all you 
dreamers Now you can 
play mdoors and 
outdoors thanks to Off 
Kart Tennis . a new 


powerhouse, India 
But for all the 
lyricism, kabbadi’s 
appearance at the 
Games may be a brief 
one The sport, which 
provided Asia’s 
second most populous 
country with its only 
gold of the Games, is 
threatened with being 
dropped at Hiroshima 
to m^e way for a 
hometown 
favourite—karate 


A PRINCIPLE OF 
ROTATION 


International 
M Cricket Conference at 
its full meeting at 
London failed to decide 
on the venue for the 6th 
World Cup TheBCCl 
secretary, Jagmohan 
Dalmiya while speaking 
to the press said that 
India and Pakistan had 
strongly opposed the 
idea that it should be 
held m England on a 
praioiple of rotation 
The ICC had also 
exposed the proposal of 
increasing the number 
associate members 
participating in the 
future World Cups 
The venue of the 6th 
World Cup will only be 
decide^ at the ICC 
meeting to be held In 
July, next year 


‘OFF KART TENNIS' 


E ver dreamt of 
practismgyour 
tennis in your garden, 
in your office or your 



Jagmohan Dalmiya 
opposed the principle 
of rotation for the 
sixth World Cup 


patented portable 
tiaining device that has 
just gone on sale in 
Gei many and will be 
available m the rest of 
Europe within five 
months 

Priced at around $800 
Off Kai t Tennis can be 
fitted in a space as small 
a 10 ft by 10 ft This 
device comes with a ball 
machine and tai get aiea 
to develop the strokes of 
begmneis weekend 
playei 8 or even pros It 
not only shoots out 900 
balls in an hour but also 
feeds them 

automatically back into 
the machine so you don t 
have to pick them up 

"Every ball you hit has 
a specific place to go 
“eaysadistiibutoi of the 
plastic and 

weatherproof device Tt 
also gives you the 
mental training that is 
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^ so often missing in 
tennis coaching," he 
adds. 


THE PRICE OF A 
MEDAL 


I NDIANS firmly believe 
that studies come 
before sports, even if 
you are representing the 
country. Bronze 
medalist Cyrus Cama, is 
a victim of this belief. In 
his singular effort to 
win glory for the 
country the 18-year-old 
has had to pay the price. 

I What price? Cama has 
had to lose a year of his 
studies because of the 
daily training 
programme he has had 
to undertake to 
represent the country in 
yachting. 

Requests by 
the SAI to the . 
Maharashtra 



Cyrus Cama sacrificed 
nis academic career 
for the honour of the 
country 

government to exempt 
Cama from appearing 
for the Class XI exams 
so that "he could devote 
his time and energy 
towards a national 
objective,” had fallen on 
deaf ears. 


Cama is not unduly 
upset by this drawback in 
his academic career. He 
said, “The experience I 
gained while training 
for and participating in 
the Asian Games is far 
greater than what I 
would have learnt in the 
one year I lost in the 
classroom." 


THE SPORTING SIDE OF POLITICS 


KOCJZZRT ? CbNT ^ou see - 

CJ|CKETS BRe. { 



OLYMPICS UP FOR 
AUCTION 


S ports authorities in 
unified Germany 
have wasted no time in 
putting together a bid 
for the 2000 Olympic 
Games. The city of 
Berlin has launched a 
$one billion plan, with 
all events taking place 
within a 6 mile radius of 
the Brandenburg Gate. 

The bid has to be 
accepted by the German 
National Olympic 
Committee, but that is 
expected to be a 
formality. Meanwhile, 
the organisers of the 
1992 Olympics in 
Barcelona have 
announced a 
programme to suit both 
competitors and 
spectators—unlike in 
Seoul, where the 
athletes were 
inconvenienced for the 
sake of US television 
timings. 
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SOCCER SPECIAL 


The qualities modem international 
team-managers need 



The Diaries Say 

ItAli 




ANACIKUS 
[lobby Hobson 
jiiii) .fai'k 
(.’liai'lton aro 
botli Irom tin; 
North oast of 
KiiHiand. botti )iave 
tnanaffod national sidos 
and both have' pnblishi'd 
tbi'ir World Cup 
diarii's but that’s 
whert; t ho sinularity 
I'lids For Hobson's 
account tends to be one 
loiif^ sustained whine, 
whil('(;iiarlton s is more 
robust 

The diaries, such as 
tlii'y are, move you to 
spt'culate on what 
rpiahties the modern 
international team 
manager requires, and 
the final impri'ssion is 
that Char Iton seems to 
have more of them than 
Holiliy Hobson 

For the internat lonal 
manager's job is 
('ssentiatty a lonely and 
a sporadK’oiie He can, 
ol I'ourse, conform with 
Harkmson's haw, that 
work expands to fill the 
time allotted to it. 
inventiiir^ all sorts of 
trivial and ultim.itely 
seeondai \ tasks, just to 
make himself feel he is 
K'enuinely busy and to 
keep at bay f he m iseries 
of solitude Hobson did 
that-orat first seemed 
to 

When he moved into 
Lancaster Crate as 
England's team 


manager in 19H2-not 
f 9R3 as he .seems to 
t hiiik, judging by hi.s 
tx.x)k-he boldly 
announced that he 
would al.so be looking 
after the Football 
Asscxaation’s coaching 
■scheme 


PATHirtAfiAH 


So, for a time, ho did 
As did Walter 
Winterbottom. 
England’s first full-time 
team manager, who 
reigned from 1946 to 
1962 and used to say 
that he considered his 
task as director of 



coaching the more 
important of f he two 

The ti'ouble was that 
coaching under 
Winterbottom, 
admirably influential 
though it was at first, 
tui'iied into a kind of 
new orthodoxy, 
impregnated with 
jargon 

By the time Hob.son 
came to power, 20 .years 
later, it was a kind of 
ci Lisade, under the 
deputy director of 
coaching, Charles 
Hughes, in favour of the 
long ball game 

Hobson at fii'st quite 
failed to disossociatc 
himself from this 
orthodoxy but in time ht 
seemed to take less and 
less interest in the 
coaching side until 
ultimately, towards the 
end of his reign, Hughes 
took ovei' the title of 
director of coaching. 
Though, somewhat 
bewilderingly, the 
Football Association did 
not publicly announce 
the fact 

It was hard to resist 
the impression that 
Robson by and large was 
lonely and unhappy in 
his job, and much 
missed the day-to-day 
contact with a League 
team, such as he had 


Bobby Robson: long 
sustained whine 
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Jack Charlton- not a man to repine or to 
brood 


had at Ipswich Town 
h or Jackie Chat Iton 
h nj>lancl s contie half 
when they won the 
Woild Cupin 19b(> it 
was a very dif feient 
mattpi lie admits that 
clubminag-pment lit 
hadchaifieof 
Middle sboioiig'h 
Sheffield Wedntsdiy 
and Newcastle 
^ Jnited Was never tiuly 
to his taste It w is a 
seven day a week job 
which ex( luded him 
liom all other pleasuies 
of life fiom that point 
of view and given his 
stalwart char acter 
managing the Republic 
of Ireland was pei feet 
answer 

Charlton is not a man 
to repine or to brood He 
enjoys life when time 
allows him to How well 
I remember his final 
press conference in 
Rome when Ireland had 
just been knex-ked out by 
Italy 

After dealing 
somewhat impatiently 
with questions which he 
a clearly for the most part 
found irrelevant or 
boring he announced 


[ that he was off now to 
have a lew beei s aiid a 
sing song with the lads 
and that on Monday he 
hoped to go off fishinc 
in kngLind 
dial Iton d(x*s not 
whine iway 
intci minably about the 
people who have done 
himwiong but he 
cannot resist a tilt at one 
of his most persistent 
journalistic critics the 
former Irish 
international 
nside forward Emon 
Dunphy 

Dunphy is the leader 
of those who deplore 
Charlton s very basic 
long ball tactics which 
tend to cut out the 
midtield players 
however gifted and go 
counter ro the Irish 
tradition of skilled 
imaginative play 
Chai Iton accused 
Dunphy of not being a 
joui nahst which was 
palpably untrue and 
walked out of a press 
confei enc e in protest at 
his presence 
Robson complains 
endlessly about those 
who have supposedly 


done him wrong Sir Alf 
Ramsey 1966 World Cup 
winning manager 
Kevin Keegan whom he 
dropped (quite properly 
in my view) Terry 
Fenwick a former 
centre half Emlyn 
Hughes an ex England 
captain 

Dignity and prudence 
should surely have 
suggested Robson 
ignoie such slings and 
arrows however much 
they may have hur t at 
the time 

He and Ramsey 
clear ly never hit it off 
even though both were 
manager s of Ipswich 
and lived near each 
other Ramsey a proud 
and sohtai y man who in 
his ow n dour and 
different way was 
perfectly fitted for the 
solitude of inter national 
team management 
complained that Hobson 
never came to him for 
advice 

Robson now responds 
that Ramsey never 
approached him and 
would snub him when 
they met in public All 
too petty foi woi ds you 
might say Jackie 
Char Iton though never 
as genial to the Press as 
the fundamentally 
forgiving Robson at 
least cannot be accused 
of that 

Still World Cup 
manage! s do come 
under ter rible pr essur e 
and even when the 
tournament was over 
Italy 8 Azeglio Vicini to 
the displeasure of his 
own federation was 
repeating what Charlton 
objected to at that post 
Italy Ireland Pi ess 
conference that Italy 
had not had 
pi otection 

Read that how you 
like though not I 
suggest in a Mafia 
context 
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properly in 
my view). 


Fenwick, a 
former 


half, Emlyn 
Hughes, an 
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NEW DELHI 


All-India Escorts 


niHE All-India Eecxirts Trophy 
A tournament took place in New 
Delhi recently About eig^ht top 
teams like Tata Sports Club, 
Bombay, M R F Madras, Indian 
Railways, SAIL, Escorts XI, 
Mohan Meakins and Indian 
Airlines took part 
The tournament was played on a 
leagrue basis and m the final, 
Chemplast met Escorts 
Put mto bat first, Chemplast 
started off disastrously when they 
lost their first three wickets for 
only 84 runs But it was 
Azharuddm who stemmed the rot 
with a superb 84 However, after 
Azhar's departure, Chemplast 
collapsed and they managed a 
total of 250 for 9 
Jn reply, Escorts lost an early 
wicket m Ajay Jadeja when the 
score was 17 but thereafter 
Raman Lamba and Manoj 
Prabhakar took control of the 
game and thrashed the Chemplast 
bowlers all over the field, Raman 
Lamba scored a scintillating 120 
while Prabhakar notched up 81 
With ease, they overwhelmed the 
Chemplast total and were easy 
winners Lamba expectedly, won 
the Man of the Match award 
Chetan Sharma was adjudged 
the best bowler of the tournament 
while the best batsman award 
went to Dhruv Pandev of SAIL 
Prabhakar was adjudged the man 
of the senes and the pnzes were 
distributed by Madhav Rao 
Scmdia, the president of the BCCI 
llasiMsd KMwai 


RANCHI 


GISF AtMetics 


S OUTH ZONE won double crown 
m the 11th All India CISF Inter 
Zone athletic meet They won the 
men's and women’s team 
championships 

In the men’s group South Zone 
earned 64 pomts to secure first 
place West Zone the runner of the 



ROUNDUP 
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Raman Lamba: a fine 120 In tfia final for Eacorta 















^ team championships, got 27 
points 

South Zone was the winner of 
the women’s group. 

R.N. Swamof R S.P Rourkela 
was adjudged the fastest man 
wlnmng the 100 metres race in 11 
seconds, while Meena Jain of 
North Zone won the women’s 100 
metres race in 13 O seconds 
Anil Kiunar Singh 


TRIVANDRUM 


Inter-Bank Badminton 


R AKESH SEKHAR representing 
^ Reserve Bank put up a superb 
* display m the men’s singles final 
when he defeated the top seed, 
John of Matha (Food Corporation 
of India) in the all Kerala Inter 
Bank-Institution-College Men’s 
Shuttle Badminton Tournament 
The second seeded Rakesh took 
an early lead (6-0) in the first 
game But John, a two-time State 
champion, bounced back to level 
the score at 7-All and he led 11-7 
at one stage Some unforced 
errors at this stage let him down 
and he lost 11-15 Rakesh, who 
mixed his smashes and drop shots 
mtelligently, took the second 
game easily (15-3) 

-A Ear her in the semis, the 
eventual champion defeated 
former State champion S Joy 
(Kerala State Road Transport 
Corporation) 15-9,15-3 and John 
of Matha (FCI) beat his colleague 
P Suresh Kumar 15-4, 15-3 
In the men's doubles final, John 
of Matha and Suresh Kumar (FCI) 
beat Rakesh Sekhar and Sreenath, 
(RBI) 14-18, 15-12, 15-12 
Ramachandran (Vikram 
Sarabai Space Centre) won the 
veteran smgles title defeating 
Mamkantan Nair of Account 
General’s Office (AG’s) 15-2, 15-2 
In the doubles final the 
Manikantan Nair — Joseph (AG’s) 
pair overcame the Ramachandran 
— Kuttanduo 15-2, 13-15, 15-4 
Reserve Bank of India won the 
team championship The 
tournament which was conducted 
A by State Bank of Travancore (SBT) 
Recreation Club saw a high 
standard of play Mere than 


hundred players took part in the 
competition 

Vilma Soars, wife of SBT 
Managing Director, distributed 
the prizes 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 


RAJKOT 


State Swimming 


fllHE Ahmedabad schoolboys 
A dominated the Gujarat State 
Autumn Swimming Competition 
and made a clean sweep of almost 
all the events in various categories 
in the process Held at the 


Malaviya College swimming pool, 
the competition was a great 
attraction for the 
swimming-crazy people of the 
city 

Chin tan Patel and Atap Oza 
demonstrated their class in a 
superb manner in the junior boys’ 
section The former claimed the 
first position in the 400 metres 
freestyle when he surged ahead 
from the very start with a time of 
5 16 40 Much was expected from 
Nishit Bagdai of Rajkot But the 
local lad was too far behind with a 
time of 6 01-07 Nishit had to 
content himself with the second 
spot 

Atap Oza and his city-mate 
Ankur Shah made it clear that 


Ahmedabad would reign supreme 
by holding first and second slots 
respectively/in the 100 metres 
butterfly event Their timings in 
the pool were l 26 14 and 1 34 46 
respectively At the third place 
was Ashish Nangia of Bulsar with 
a time of 1 35 57 
In the 200 metres backstroke, 
Nishit Kapadia of Surat was a star 
performer He occupied the first 
spot with a fine time of 3 12 48 He 
was closely followed by Hardik 

The RBI team receiving the team 
trophy in the Inter-Bank 
tournament by Mrs Vilma 
Soares, wife of the MD of the 
State Bank of Travancore 


Shah of Ahmedabad and Chirag 
Cheba of Gandhinagar The 
former had a time of 3 36 91 while 
the latter was way behind with a 
time of 3 43 79 
Bhagwan Milan Yadav of SAI 
was a hot favourite to win the first 
position in the 200 metres 
individual medley With a time of 
2 52 51, he did so and was far too 
ahead of Ahmedabad’s Atap Oza 
and Surat’s Nishit Kapadia 
In the senior boys’ section, 
Vishal Mehta of Ahmedabad was 
simply outstanding He held the 
first slot both in the 200 metres 
breaststroke and 400 metres 
mdmdual medley respectively In 
the 400 metres individual medley, 
Vishal Mehta performed like a 
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man possessed, to say the least 
He also anchored the 4 x 400 
medley relay team of Ahmedabad 
to a first position latei in the 
competition 

Surat’s Bakul Saraiiff w.ia 
ai^other swimmer who impi eased 
one and all by his excellence m the 
water game at such a tender age 

Some winners in the girls 
section weie as follows Radhika 
Sheth of Ahmedabad in the 50 
meties freestyle Ruji Doshi of 
Ahmedabad in the 100 metres 
freestyle and 100 metres 
breast-stroke respectively, Mansi 
Rao of Kheda in the 100 metres 
backstroke 

In the 400 meties freestyle, 
Hetal Mer and Ham Jobanputra 
won the first and the second 
positions Alpa Nagicha of Valsad 
took the first slot in the 100 
metres butterfly stroke In the 200 
metres medley relay, Radhika 
Sheth of Ahmedabad was the 
victor Rvjji Doshi of Ahmedabad 
was the winner in the 4x lOO 
metre freestyle 

The best pierformer in the girls 
section was undoubtedly 
Amrapali Makwana of 
Gandhinagar The lass is so 
promising, she pocketed the 100 
metres freestyle, the 100 metres 
breast-stroke and the 200 metres 
breast-stroke in the semor girls’ 
section Amrapali was the 
cynosure of all eyes throughout 
the girls’ swimming events 

Hareshkumar Pandya 


JAMADOBA 


Invitation Cricket 


T HK null itioii ci icket 
touin unoni loi tlic Tata 
Colliei les bpoits Asstx lalion 
'fiophy concluded ieceiitly at 
Jamadoba in Bilidi Tin uinnei 
was Banks Spoi Is Bo n d (I astei ii 
Region) who defeated d( lending 
champions CAB XI in the final 
When insufficient light 
interlupted the neive pulsating 
final the Banks Spoi ts Boat d 
batsmen weie placed favouiably 
on the basis of a highei run 


The Bank’Sports Board team 
with the TCSA Trophy 

quotient as they weie in total 
command with 2 13 1 uns loi 5 
wu kets off 10 2 ovt i -> in i cpl / to 
CAB XI s iinpi essivt sc oi e of 208 
1 tins foi 7 wickets oil lOovcis 
1*01 met Bengal opoiK 1 Ptobal 


Ghosh ( 77) Ajay V( i ma (58) and 
skippci Piadip Pantley (-14 /wei i 
the piominentpeiloinieisfoi llic^ 
Bank tram F ai hei in the day 
CAB XI 1 allied ai ouiid Si ikant 
Kalvani(5b)andbn( h isliish 
G nig lily (08) 

Raju Mukherji 










CALICUT 


Cycle Polo 


T he fajicied Kerala State Hoad 
'I’ransport Corporation 
(KHRTC) retained the Kerala 
Kaumudi Trophy in the men's 
section of the aoth Kerala State 
(Jyele Polo Championship held at 
Manaehira Maidan 
KSRTC comprising' mostly state 
players remained unchallenfj'od 
throuf''hoLit the c-liampionship In 
the finals, the KSRTC team g'ot the 
better of Ki'ltron 8-1 alter leadniH' 
4-1 at halftime Ni/.ar (8 Coals). 
Suresh Kumar f2l and Praveen i2) 
shone for t he winners Sivakumar 
.scored two floats for Keltron 
Earlier in the semus. KSRTC 
drubbed Trichur 1.8-5 and Keltron 
beat Trivandrum District 8-4 
In aone sided affair, Ernakulam 
defeated Calicut 8-0 to annex the 
women's title 

In all 1.5 h'ams took part in the 
championship .Javaraiaii, Mayor, 
Calicut Corporation, presented the 
awards 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 



BOMBAY 


Kajiga League Champions 
























QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDQE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 Which international body has 
more affiliated members—the 
UN orthelOC^ 

2 Which IS the first country to 
simultaneously win both the 
Thomas Cup and Uber Cup three 
times in a row? 

ANSWERS 

1 Thel OC (whichhas 167 
members as against the U N s 
160) 

2 China 


CHESS 

VciuKily Iviinc huk has stormed 
his way up the t lioss laddei veiy 
quickly He is now ranked joint 
third in the woild At [.mates m 
the Super Tom nanient he w,is the 
defending champion When the 
Ukranian met Kaspaiov an 
intoi eating sti uggle was 
expected No one was 
disappointed 

White IvaiK tiuk Vs Ulac'k 
Kaspaiov I.inaiet. 90, Sicilian 
Delent'e 

1 64 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 Cd4 4 Nx d4 Nf6 5 
Ne3a66B(!Se6 7f4Qb6. The notorious 
Poisoned Pawn Variation has 
resulted Wliite can refuse to take 
risks with 8 Nb3 UoJ4 etc 
8 Qd2 Q X b2 9 Rbl Qa310 f& Ne6 U fe6 feS 
12 N ^ c6 bc613 Be2 Ba? 14 0 0 0 015 Rb3 
Qc5 + White rn.iy improve with 15 
Khl 

16 Be3 Qe517 B(4 Qc5+ ISKDl. White is 
definitelv playing to win, as he 
avoids tlie lepetition 18 Be3 
18—Ng4l I 'his is the only way to 
free tlie position Ix'cause white 
has uncoinlot table pressure for 
the pawn Now 1 B xg4 is met by 
19- e5 when black stiould not 
haveluitliei pioblems 
19 Il3 6517 Black is also playing to 
win. for he avoids 19 Ne.5 20 Na4 
Qa7 21 NbG RbH 22 Rtbl Kh8 23 
Bxe5de5 24 NxcSRfx 8 with 
exchanges 

20 Na4 Qa7 21 Bc44 KbS 22 h{[4 614 23 Nb6. 
Till here, there have been no real 
surprises, and white probably 
expected 23—Rb8 24 Rxf4 Bd7 25 
Nxd7 Qxd7 26 Rf5 as in Sokolov 
Vs Spraggett Candidates '88 
Possibly he was intending to 


improve on this variation, but the 
world champion produced a 
novelty after 45 minutes thought 

23—d5It 24ed5 cd5 25 Bxd5 Rb8 26 
Nxc8Rbxe827Rli3. White has 
problems on the black squares 
after 27 Rxf4 Rxf4 28 Qxf4 Rf8 
29 Rb7 Qc5 30 Rb8 Bd8 

27—{U)6 28 Hal Bg5 29 Re6I Qd8130 c4I? 
This IS a very brave move for white 
had seen the draw after 30 Rd6' 
Qxd6 31 Rxh7+ Kxxh7 32 Be4+ 
Qg6 33Bxg6+ Kxg6 34Qd3 + 

He should really have taken the 
draw now for the position turns m 
black's favour 

30—Rb8 31 OdS Bb4l 32 B64 0^51 It 

becomes clear that white’s king is 
more exposed 

33 B X h7 RfdS 34 ae2 F3! 36 R X13 Rd2 

36 064 (Seediagram) Black to play 
and win 

36—Rdl + 37 K]i2 Rel7 Correct was 
37—Qcl I 38 Re8+ Rxe8 39 
Qxe8+ Kxh7 40Qh5+ Qh6 41 
Qf5+ g6 42 Qf7+ Qg7 43 Qe6 
Qc7+ and black consohdates with 
a piece up The hne Kasparov 
chcxises ^lows more play 

38Q15Rx66 39Qx66Kxll740 a64+g6 
41 Rli3? Returnmg the 
favour— White would draw after 
41 Rf7+1 Kg8 42 Qe6 Kh8 43 g3 
Qh6 44 Kg2 Bg5 45 Qe5+ Kg8 46 
Qe6 Rf8 47 Rf6+' or after 41 
Rf7+' Kh6 42 Qd4 Rg8 43 g3! 

41—l[g742Qd4+KR843Qe4Q».(0-l) 
Black IS just a piece up 

Dcvangahu Datta 



BRIDGE 

The Russians who made their 
debut in World Bridge at Geneva 
this year soon learnt that despite 
perestroika and whatever, the 
Americans are as unfriendly as 
ever, at least at the bridge table 


This was a hand from a match in 
the Rosenblum Teams — 


Dealer South NWval 

NORTH((lummy) 

4> A9 

CPAKOa 

C A 10 8 5 * 

4kAJ2 

WEST EAST 

4.863 <6072 

C>J9763 c 1082 

OKJ32 C 6 

>63 <6KQ 10 976 

SOUTH 
4 K J 10 S 4 
CPS 

<0074 

<6854 


West, Ralph Katz of USA who 
went on to win the silver medal m 
the World Open Pairs later in the 
championships, led his singleton 
club against Ruth’s 
highly-optimistic diamond slam 
The Russian declarer went up 
with dummy’s ace, cashed the top 
hearts to discard his losing clubs 
and pulled a low diamond to his 
seven 

Can the contract be now beaten? 
It does not seem so for if West, on 
winning his jack, punches 
declarer with a heart, he ruffs, 
finesses and draws trumps and 
then runs the spades with the aid 
of a finesse A spade return by 
West IS better for if South is lured 
into accepting the free finesse, he 
would have no entry left to cash 
j f he spades after drawing trumps 
However, he can survive by 
winning dummy’s are (West 
surt ly wouldn’t switch to spades if 
he had the queen), taking a spade 
finesse and passing the trump 
queen, taking care to play on 
spades thereafter (till West ruffs) 
if West refuses to cover the trump 
queen 

Katz, however, found a defence 
that, as a practical matter, gave 
declarer no chance He won the 
first diamond with the king over 
the seven and switched to a spade, 
carefully avoiding punchmg 
declarer (this should have alerted 
declarer) Declarer won the spade 
in hand and, as East was known to 
have the diamond jack, crassed 
over to dummy’s trump ace oops' 
ShMtamiCIWM 
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Pt^KTCM^ OQA£M Or -mE OM'VecSATVOF HAV/All 
RX3rBAU,TEiw, \6Ki\TED WS PLAVERS'^OnWA 
BURN\Vi& DESVRE TO WlM — He HAPTHEM WAUK 
BACEFCOT O/B^A AZ-PXJT-tOisli&BEOOF 
Keo-Hora>AL.s/ ASO(jr9o/»AEMc>iToweys 
120^N SQUAP TOOKTHE RRE WAUK IM 1985 
A5PAKroFA6EM\HARC»s\/*lOnVA-nONi. SOT 
THEV PlPK'r 6ET FiREP OP iTfe TEAM 

PhUSHEP WITW A REXORP. 


ATfUE 1980 BOISE STATE lNV\TAnoNAU CROSS- 
COUHTTRY MEET, THREE MEK FROM PEt=EKiD\N& 
NCAA champion UN\VERS1TYC3F TEXAS - 
BU Pfieo WERE KONNINfo ONE, -nWO^TVAREE. 
Tl^ VJOOUD'VE: FINISHED THAT WAV- SurTTC 
•TRIO TOKAWRDN^ TURN' WEBER STATE 
(UTAH") CCt-EE&E'S DOUG? F«\EDU CAME FROM 
200 YARCS 8EH\ND TO WIN BEGAUSE HE HOL- 
lOWEDlT1EA«93AJ-AVkRKEDC^^ SAiD 
P0U6 OF H\5 LOST RWAUS, “rnYBE h//S^/YOU'^ 


THE FUNNY SIDE OF QOLF 


Stcro'.r Pt'MT 0\6 

<■/;[« RNP let /IVt t I W4' <- WA'tK e ►' l'<‘ t 

IMTOlMtNT5 ;I1 THt e in *i ^i- lit PA/EP 
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Bolt from the 
blue _ 

T he news of Imran Khan 
taking drugs came as a 
bolt from the 

blue. Imran’s prompt action to 
refute the allegations, has proved 
his strong moral courage. It is 
evident that Younis Ahmed is 
envious of Imran’s popularity and 
his image. Pakistan is indebted to 
Imran, because it is Imran who 
has taken Pakistan to the pinnacle 
of success. 

S. RUSSIAN, 

Dibrugarh 

Anything Left? 

W hile P.T. Usha saved 

India from disgrace in the 
last Asiad, this 

year we did not have anyone to 
tadce her place and so we saw 
abysmal depths that we had never 
seen before. Indian wrestlers and 
boxers also fell short of the silver 
medals we believed was ours. The 
tennis scene also does not look too 
good. Dreams of Limba Ram and 
the archery team winning a gold 
also faded away. If the present 
conditions prevail and if the 
attitude of the players and 
officials remain the same, then 
Indian sport does not have a very 
great future. 

PANKAJ KUMAR DEBNATH, 

34, Parganas. 

Champion Stuff 

CXIKING at the stupendous 
performance of young Sachin 
Tendulkar in I he Pepsi Cup. one 
wonders as to why India is not 
able to do well at international 
tournaments Even foreign 
players like Abdul Qadir, and Kim 
Barnett, have predicted that he 
will be the player to watch out for. 
in the 90’s Sachiti gave credence 
to their prediction when he and 
Kapil Dev tore apart the txiwhng, 
in the two day tournament His !i9 
in 5 overs was indeed a treat to 
watch. If Indian sport has a few 
more sports person like 
Tendulkar, then Indian sport is in 
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Sachin Tendulkar; The new champ In town 


for a good future. At least m 
Sachin we have a champion, a real 
rare commodity in Indian sport 
SA TV ANAR A YAN MISHRA . 
Sambalpur. 

Unfair 

I T was unfair to blame 
Mohameddan Sporting for 
discontinuing the match against 
East Bengal in 1985 at the Salt 
Lake stadium. Mohd. Sporting 
were in fact leading by a Cheema 
Okerie goal when spectators 
started pelting stones at Atanu 
Bhattacharya. The goal-keeper 
then requested the referee to 
discontinue the match but the 
referee did nothing. But I fully 
agree that this year they carried 
things a bit too far when they 
stopped the match again.st East 
Bengal in the IFA Shield final But 
we should stop making 
Mohammedan Sporting the 
scapegoat every time. 

RUDOLPH VANCE. 

New Delhi. 


SAI Unmasked 

T hanks to Pradeep Paul 
for taking the mask off SAI 
officials whc 

have been responsible for the 
pathetic showing of the Indian 
contingent at Beijing. The Asiad 
has conclusively proved that SAI 
is more a liability to Indian sport. 
It is a national tragedy that even 
after spending crores of rupees 
and holding training camps by 
the dozen, we were not able to 
produce anything worthwhile. No 
less shameful is the fact that our 
sports persons consider 
international meets as pleasure 
trips. People usually get wise after 
the event but our sports persons 
are exceptions. All we learn from 
our mistakes is how to repeat 
them. That there will be a change 
in the state of affairs after this 
debacle, seems to be wishful 
thinking. 

SUPRATIMSARKAR, 

Calcutta. 
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READERS’ QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 


I Who IS referred to, 
m USA, as 
‘Monday morning 
quarter-back”^ 

2 In boxing jargon, 
what 18 a 

Postman’s Knock‘d 

3 What IS the 
bounce-hit 
technique in lawn 
tennis‘s 

4 In football, what is 
described as a 
‘Hospital Pass’*? 

5 What is the US 
equivalent of what 
IS known in India as 
the ‘running 
commentary *? 


ANSWERS 


6 What 18 imphed on q What is 
a golf course by a O Marseil 


\Ja golf course by a 
shout of‘Fore’*? 


7 In motor racing, 
what IS a Le Mans 
start*? 


O Marseillaise chess*? 

9 What in an 

equestrian event, 

18 described as ‘to cut 
a voluntary”? 


THIS OUZ HAS BEEN COmnifD BY: 
WMESHNATARAJAN. 

IffW^LHMlSBBs!^ 

All ansMMra to the quiz have been sent in by the contributor 

RATmeTEST: 

ABOVE 13: Wish you wsre part of our quiz 
team. 

BETWEEN 10 AND 13: You are not too bad. 
BELOW 10; Sporttworld reading 
recommended. 


■4 /^In tennis, what 
X L/is the umpire’s 
call when the ball is 
taken after a second 
bounce*? 

1 -4 What does ‘play 
X between the 
pipes’ refer to in ice 
hockey*? 

.4 Q In sports 
X ^jargon what is 
a factory team*? 


13 !; 

catch*? 


In cricket what 
IS a spectatot 


>1 In art hei y 
X ^what IS tei med 
petticoat*? 

■4 K In motoi 
X 0 1 acing what is 
drafting*? 


1 A spectator of American football who on 
Monday eimlains how the game should have been 
played on Saturday 

2 Two successive hard blows usually with the left 
hand it comes from the traditional double rap on 
the door that announces the mail 

3 A method of reducing mental tension and 
increasing concentration the hitter says bounce 
aloud when the ball lands on his/her side of the net 
the hit when he/she makes contact 


4 The term also used in Rugby refers to a pass so 
badly timed or fudged that the recipient is likely to 
be injured as he gets the ball 


5 Play by play 


6 It IS a warning cry to players in front that they are 
in danger of being nit by aball 

7 A type of start in which drivers, at the starting 


signal lun to their cars start engines and begin 
racing 

8 An odd form of chess in which each player 
makes two moves at a time with the same piece or 
with different pieces (should he give a check on the 
first move he forfeits the second) 

9 To be thrown from a horse without adequate 
cause 

10 Not up 

11 It is usually an advice to the goalkeeper to play 
near the goalpost which is called the pipe 

12 A racing team supported by the manufacturer of 
the vehicles it races 

13 A catch which to spectators appears to be a 
legitimate dismissal of the batsman but is not 

14 That part of the target face which is outside the 
largest ring and has no scoring value 

15 A technique used by drivers to tag along behind 
the car which is ahead of him thus taking 
advantage of considerable reduction of wind 
resistance 
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NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF FOOTBALL 




W HEN his name came up for a possible 

national berth, many thought the player to be 
unworthy of his place as a tight marking central 
defender 

But the 6ft, 2 inches Guido Buchwald surprised 
everyone with his mature style, dedication, and 
the deep spectacular ability to launch into the 
attack from the deep creating confusion in the 
opposing ranks 

With a little luck he could well have scored 
a few goals in Italy His greatest strengths 
appeared to be his superb tackling and strength 
in the air And very aptly, his coach Franz 
Beckenbauer lauded his ward describing him as 
the one of the biggest stars of the tournament 
Yet, for all his success, Buchwald at this moment 
IS a very unhappy man And the reason, he 
wanted to join an Italian club and it all seemed set 
until Stuttgart’s management stopped him, 
despite earlier .issurances that he would be 
released 



Since that episode,relations between the player 
and the club management have been strained 
The fact is Buchwald did sign a contract, with his 
club agreeing to a clause saying, he can have 
leave up to 30 April each year, for £3.1 million 
Otherwise, he must negotiate a special release 
with his club So Buchwald is bitter More so, 
because he had a dream of playing in Italy 
against the best in soccer 

“Jurgen Klinsmann has been telling me what a 
marvellous life he is enjoying there In every 
match one can be measured against world class 
opposition 1 did want to try something new in 
football ” ^ 

Alas, for the time being at least, his ideas will 
have to wait 


T he man who gave Argentina that critical 
breakthrough m the 1986 Mexico Mundial 
final Jose Luis Brown thinks that he's had 
enough of soccer So, at 33, he has made up his 
mind to retire after 15 years as a professional 
Always a low profile person, for all his success 
and contributions to his country’s soccer 
conquests. Brown ha8,all his life,played the role 
of the utility man, whose style may have lacked 
flash,and glamour, but did possess that 
unmistakable stamp of world class skill which 
gave him remarkable efficacy as a near 
insurmountable defence barrier to all of 
Argentina’s powerful rivals 


W HAT on earth could Francois Omam Biyik 
have against his country’s soccer god Roger 
Milla Really, however mcredible it may seem, the 
star Cameroonian centre forward, whose header 
beat a dithering Nery Pumpido of Argentina and 
gave Cameroon the victory m the World Cup 
curtain-raiser in Milan has now launched a 
vilification campaign against his country’s super 
hero Roger Milla Just for what‘s 
Nobody seems to understand 
In the recent months wherever Biyik has 
travelled he has been searingly critical of his 
country’s soccer messiah and has tried to 
desperately play down his contribution to the 
sensational Camerooman campaign in the last 
World Cup 

“Yes, Roger proved he was a great player, 
despite hiB age, but you must not forget how he 
was supported, how well-served We did the best 
we could to see he was not starved of the ball,” 
Omam Biyik went on to add something 
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have come to be regarded as untouchables in the 
rest of the world, special measures must have to 
be taken to avoid its evil fallout on the game's 
volatile fans. 

So, Arsenal decided not to spare their managfer 
George Graham who they thought had brought 
tremendous disrepute to the game, by getting 
involved in a mass brawl,inthe recent first divisio 
match during against Manchester United. The 
club took the unprecedented step of fining 
George Graham alongwith five players two 
weeks’ wages. It was the first time that a 
manager has been penalised for the conduct of 
his players, and what really prompted the club 
authorities to take such stern action was the 
memories of an earlier fight during a home 
match against Norwich City, which resulted in a 
£20,000 fine by the Football Association for 
Arsenal. 

For Graham who managed Arsenal to the 
League Championship in 1988-89, the fine 
represents a loss of as much as £9,000, for the 
players involved the loss is about £5000 each. 

Referring to the earlier incident and the 
current one club chairman Peter Hill-Wood said, 
“Twice in two years is too often. The name of 
Arsenal has b^n sullied, and that is why I’ve 
taken this decision The ultimate responsibility 
for the conduct and behaviour of the team lies 
with the manager, and that is why a fine has been 
imposed on George Graham as well as five 
players It is not the tradition of this club to have 
bad reputation and I hope it will not recur.” 
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Comorate dreams fu 


n Euroj)e 

corporate imag:p has 
suddenly 

ffol ontanfjled with 
stx'cer prestiffe 

Gianni Agnelli has 
been a fiercely amhilioiis 
man all Ins life And as 
Ins ambitions climaxed 
with the fabulous 
growth of his business 
empire, Fiat, his intense 
passion foi' soccer came 
to be xs.sociatcd with his 
corporate dreams 
Gianni Agnelli saw it all 
reflected in the shiny 
gleam of Juventus’s 
trophy treasury For 
him .Juventus's triumph 
became his ix'rsonal 
win 

And now in the 
shifting post-World Cup 
six'cer equations in 
Kiirojx? Agnelli is out to 
go any length to make 
Ju ventus the very best 
So, his response to 
different situations, 
even what other people 
took as satisfactory 
succi'ss became most 
unpredictable 

Think of this Turin's 
Juventus soccer team 
wins the Ihnoii of 
P^uropean Football 
Associ.itioii oornptqition 
and finishi’s a 
respectahlc third in the 
fiercely competitive 
Italian league Believe it 
or not, an angry Agnelli 
swept aside 
congratulatory notes 
from friends and 
employees to announce 
the sacking of the 
general manager, the 
coach and three star 
players of his club And 
then he earmarked $48 
million to import fresh 


talent Juventus was 
third and 
that was not acceptable 
to ambitious Agnelli 
Now listen to what 
happened in Mer.seilles 
Coach Gilbert Gill 
managed Olympique to 
its second straight 


Bernord Topie 
wants more, ond 
more ond more. 

Greater ond 
greater glories 
ond he knows 
success hos its 
price... 


French soccer title and 
narrowly loses to 
Benfica of Portugal in 
the semi finals of the 
European Cup. Owner 
Bernard Tapie rewards 
him by hiring 
superstars Franz 
Beckenbauer for more 
than one million dollar a 
year to reshape the 
squad Giliquitin 
frustration Bernard 
Tapie wants more, more 
and more. Greater and 
greater glories And he 
knows success has its 
price True, Europe's 
industrial tycoons have 
always plunged their 
hands deep into their 
pockets to buy glory; but 
what is new is that now 
the likes of Gianni 
Agnelli and Gilbert Gili 
have pushed the race 


beyond alUimits. 

Statistically speaking, 
the $48 million that 
Agnelli spent was more 
than double the $21 
million that Berlusconi 
spent on players in 
1987, when the 
combined strength of 
the Dutch stars, Ruud 
Gullit and Marco Van 
Basten had cost him $19 
million, the amount he 


spent to buy the entire 
team the year' before 
There is no doubt that 
the price line of soccer 
talent the world over is 
on the upswing, but 
here the case is one 
where buyers are 
pushing it up to 
unthinkable heights 
In fact, before the 
invasion of Bernard 
Tapie, the boss of 




Franz Back«nbau«r; 
th«gain«'shigh««t 
paldeoacn 










WILLIAM RHODES 


el soccer ambitions 


Morseilles, French 
soccer’s money power 
was never as {frcat as in 
Italy And when Diego 
Maradona lui'iied down 
'I’apie’s olTer to join his 
club, the French rescuer 
of lading companies 
pumped in an astounding 
.$<i7 million to buy other 
talent : 

And thanks to Tapie, 
Franz Beckenbauer, 


whose job now is to win 
the European Cup for 
Merseilles, is today the 
game's highest paid 
coach. 

But why are they 
doing it”^ The answer is 
the tycoons are looking 
upon the game as a 
vehicle for their 
corporate ambitions For 
Agnelli the winning 
tradition of Juventus 














Diego Maradona; 
turned down Tapia's 
offer 


reflects his long-held 
title as Italy’s reigning 
industrialist 

For Berlusconi, the 
owner of AC Milan 
brought him glamour. 

And what really came 
as a big bonus to 
Marseilles chief Tapie is 
that it is almost at the 
same time as Tapie took 
over Germany’s Adidas, 



when he got 
Beckembauer, who had 
already agreed to a hefty 
promotional contract 
with Adidas So 
everything has just 
clicked superbly for 
Tapie 

And soccer perhaps 
entered an uncertain era 
of ruthless corporate 
competition.# 
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I T was (in May 30 1964 m a summer 

tournament in Rio de Janeiro, that I really 
leai nt the most painful lesson about the 
genius of Pele who was 50 on October 23 
England had been invited to a summer 
tournament with Argentina and Portugal 
We played Brazil in the Maracana I can 
remember the picture to this day 
Pele came towards me I had the whole England 
defence behind me and we were 40 yards from 
goal I thought it was safe to have a go 
1 thought Let’s just see how great you are 
then Within four secxmds I had my answer The 
ball was sitting in the back of our net He weaved 
his way past me. went past two other tackles and 
then ft om 25 or 30 yards he was striking the ball 
into the net I m sure that I heard him say goal 
befoic he hit it 

Pele was that type of player You could never 
get him in a coi ner he could not get out of with 
his exceptional skill He had the answer to 
everything He would use either foot, or even play 
the ball off your foot But he would always find a 
way through 

1 first saw him in 1958 As a 20-year-old I had 
gone to the World Cup in Sweden with England I 
did not play for England and Pele did not play in 
the Brazil match against us we were eliminated 
before Pele emerged 
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Like most people I was watching on television 
at home when this little 17 yeai old burst on to 
the screen No one had seen anything like it 

Here was someone so young with such 
fantastic ball skills playing not only at 
international level but .ilso in the World Cup 
finals 

No-one else would send players of that age out 
at that level Sir Matt Busby had done it with 
Manchester United at Old Trafford, but no-one 
luui dared at international level 

Then theie was this player with skill, bravery 
and great overall ability on the ball, who was 
gciod in the air and had two good feet, taking on 
the woi Id 

He was also physically strong He could take 
the clattering of those who chose to challenge his 
skill with aggression 

Pele 18 revered in football as Arnold Palmer is in 
golf Palmei rejuvenated golf and although 
football was healthy m the 1950s, it did not have 
anyone so individually gifted 

Pele was the type of player that would make 
you sit on the edge of your seat Stanley 
Matthews and Tom Finney both had that ability 
as well 

But there was something different about this 




Brazilian He had a mystique His life story was 
hke a fairytale and he was so young 
He was the answer to a generation's prayer for 
a hero and no-one really has threatened to rival 
him since— although there have been hints from 
Maradona 

Here was a boy from a poor background in 
Brazil, who had overcome such hardship to take 
on the world in the world game and whi, 

When he was playing you dare not leave the 
ground in case you missed something—some 
little flash of genius that no-one else could match 
His sheer ability was staggering He was 
exceptional It is the most difficult thing in 
football to beat an opponent Unless someone in 
your team has the power to do that then you will 
find it difficult to Win a match 
Maradona has shown that skill and so did 
George Best Finney and Matthews used to beat 
players with a change of pace and direction 
Pele, though, could dribble around you, put the 
ball through your legs or chip it over you He 
could do everything and anything he wanted 
When England played Brazil in the World Cup 
in 1970 in Mexico we probably played him as well 
as anyone Bobby Moore had a superb match 
against him 

We realised that the less space that you gave 
him the harder it was for anyone even a genius 
to play That was as much as we could do 
This man was a genius and no matter how hard 
you tried, you knew that you could never succeed 
in subduing him completely He thrived on the 
big occasion and the pressure of a game He could 
handle the enormity of any situation superbly It 
seemed to mean nothing to him 
In the match in Guadalajara in the Woild Cup 
in Mexico in 1970, we gave him a couple of yards 
once It was no more than that but it was 
enough He set up the winning goal for 
Jairzinho 

We wondered what you had to do to stop this 
man The South Americans had then answer It 
was to chop him down whenever he had the ball 
They always t>aid that even the best player in 
the world needed his legs If you were not 
prepared to resort to that and he gained the 
psychological advantage, he would murder you 
He did have a weakness He was very much a 
forward or a midfield player, he was not a 
tackier He would rush m sometimes and even 
lose his head I have seen him booked and once, in 
Sao Paulo when Argentina beat Brazil 3-1 in that 
1964 tournament, he should really have been 
sent off 

But he had a footbalhng brain that was 
unequalled, even by some of the other great 
thinkers m that post-war period, such as Di 
Stefano, who was a brilliant talent 
Pele, though has come the closest yet to 
achievmg perfection m football He should enjoy 
his 50th birthday and the game should enjoy it 
with him • 






















N ot really A lot of 
us are firm believ¬ 
ers m the theory 
that a muscle’s 
^otta be screaming' in 
agony before it develops 
All very well But what 
about if it’s an injured 
bodypart that’s yelling 
for rest‘d Then you’re 
doing more damage 
J^han good 

Muscle soreness is no¬ 
thing new with sports¬ 
men and women If you 
indulge m any form of 
physical activity, you’re 
no stranger to that 
morning-after workout 
hangover where a 
dull—but oh so satis¬ 
fying—ache pervades 
right through your 
body That’s nature’s 
way of letting the mus¬ 
cles tell you that you 
really put them through 
the wringer 
But if the pain is really 
severe, or persistent, 
then it’s time to take it 
easy Who knows‘> 
Maybe you did push 
yourself to the limit— 
^and a little beyond—on 
that bout of physical 
pounding and are now 
carrying around mus¬ 



No Pain, 
No Gain? 


cles that are not only 
sore but injured too 

The danger here is not 
realising when the sore¬ 
ness IS actually due lo 
injury With our tenden¬ 
cy lo work through 
muscle soreness or stiff¬ 
ness, in the firm belief 
that the pain will even¬ 
tually go away, we 
might just be placing 
unwanted stress on the 
injured bodypart Then 
the pain isn’t gonna end 
up in gam, it’s going to 
injure you more' 

Most of the post- 
exercise stiffness and 
soreness does not in¬ 
volve any serious dam¬ 
age to the muscles, ten¬ 
dons, joints or liga¬ 
ments All it means is 
that you’ve subjected 
your body to stresses it 
isn’t ready for Like lift¬ 
ing too heavy, or too 
long Like playing with 
too much intensity Or 
just not warming up 
properly And even 
though there is damage 
done to the body, it isn’t 
serious enough to call in 
the docs All you’ve got¬ 
ta do IS accept that 


you’re doing too much 
t>x) scxin 

In most cases, you get 
over this soreness in a 
few days Just ease oil 
on the workouts, doing 
light work to get the 
blood flowing, and try 
and get in some mas 
sage That’ll ease the 
pain out and have you 
back to normal in a jilfy 
If you have access to 
one, a sauna or even a 
jacuzzi will help speed 
up the recovery process 

But, what if It’s more 
serious‘s What if you ve 
actually busted some¬ 
thing trying to go lor 
gold‘s Then it’s time you 
checked out what you ve 
done to yourself Pio- 
vided you’ve just been 
pushing yourself too 
hard either in the gym, 
tennis court or even the 
cricket field, you could 
be suffering from one of 
the following injuries 

• Strains—where the 
muscle fibres and ten¬ 
dons are damaged from 
overstress 

• Sprains—where the 
ligaments and joints are 
damaged from overs¬ 
tress 


• Tears where the ten¬ 
dons, ligaments and 
muscles are either par¬ 
tially or completely torn 

• Joint Subluxation or 
Dislocation whore the 
bone comes partially or 
completely out of its 
scxiket 

• Tendinitis -where a 
tendon is suffering ftrom 
temporary or chronic in¬ 
flammation 

• Bursitis where there 
is either temporary or 
chronic inflammation of 
a bursa Icxiated within a 
joint 

Once you’ve figured 
out what’s wrong with 
you, then it’s time to 
start working on heal¬ 
ing the injury And the 
only way to do that is 
give It time No amount 
of light workouts or 
pain tolerance will help 
You’ve gotta accept that 
your bexly is in trouble 
that the pain is a warn¬ 
ing to your mind 

Next week we’ll go 
into the methods of get¬ 
ting over workout in¬ 
duced iiyury. Stay with 
us and stay out of 
trouble! 
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W IMBLE1X)N 1990. That man in the blue suit. I know him from 
somewhere There he goes, weaving through the crowd Red tie 
moving in the breeze Face like a city boy, with the sun dancing all 
over it That walk is familiar No, not a walk, more a strut, you know 
like. . like Jimmy Connors'^ Christ, it is Jimmy Connors 
All through this week, you've been thinking, something’s wrong 
around here Now you know Connors in a suit Sitting still Microphone in hand 
Talking clean. Being respected for what he says Phew, no wonder the ivy's looking 
funny and the champagne tasting odd, not to mention the play being as dull as never 
before. With Connors not playing. Wimbledon is not the same, tennis is not the same 
It's like a day without sunshine 

US OPEN 1990. He’s still not playing. New Yankee boy Pete Sampras blows 
everybody away with his sweet smile and not-so-sweet serve, and everyone’s saying 
the torch has been passed. 

Is there some move afoot to subtly retire Connors? Heavens beware, that's just the . 
sort of thing that would make Jimbo storm up to the attic, open a trunk and take out 
the elements of his old 'guts and glory* act once again. 

But there has been enough reason to muse over Connors’ future. He’s played just 
three tournaments this year. First his foot/feet caused him distress—after two 
decades of stamping on opponents and as he would say, ‘kickm* some ass' the bonm 
below his feet cracked. Oj^ratlons followed. He flirted with a semi-comeback in ' 
August 1990, but undying pride meant a refusal of an US Open invitation l^e heart 
was intact but he lacked the stamina, and people come to see a snorting, rampant 
Jimbo not a heaving, puffing relic It was a pride you do not see anymore. 

Then the foot, xiow it’s the wrist. He’s cancelled tournament play for the rest of this, 
yearforyetanotheroperation. but promims to hit the practice courts in January , V ' 
1991 You get a feeling, at 38-years-old, the body is coming apart. Bit by bit. Ftt^ieih 
is Connors always carries a tube of superglue, and we saw that at the US C^n 18S9. 
Nauseous, dizzy vomiting in the first set against Agassi in the quarter finals. « > ‘ 

Connors took out the superglue (maybe he eats it) and took the neon-kid toa 
outrageous fifth set, where he came back from 1-5 down to 4-5 before Agassi' 
^rs^scovered his nerve 

Sixteen years ago in 1974. he cruelly killed the 39-year-old Rosewall in tha , 
Wimbledon and US Open finals Now, history asks Jimbo. 39 next year, to run ^ 
gatmtlet himself. 

Ever seen Jimmy Connors run ftom anything Nope. A Wimbledon fkaal; looka^' 
improbable, but if some fbesh-fkt^ kid makeii the xplstklin^i 
calling him ‘Sir’ on court, he's going to g^t a leasod . 

misidaoed respect. " ' 

DOTtbury Jimmy ConnpnI. Yet. ' 


Jimbo may be 38 and injured, but don’t bury him yet 


BRIJNATH 
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NADIA’S 6AD 
TIMES 


I T seemed straight 
out of a Hans 
Christian 
Andersen story A 
champion athlete, 
beautiful but 
unhappy, longing to 
get away from her 
oppressed country 
She is helped by a 
jnan who falls in love 
with her and takes 
her, against all odds, 
to freedom. 

At least that’s what 
the Nadia 
Comaneci's story 
sounded like. But 
apparently it wasn't 
roses all the way. The 
darling of the 1976 
Olympics, who fled 
Romania last year, 
revealed recently how 
her reputed boyfriend 
beat her regularly, 
kept her prisoner in 
his home and 
blackmailed her out 
of 9150,000 

Comaneci said the 
ordeal lasted for three 
months and it took 
her on a harrowing 
Journey through 
Florida, California, 
New York and 


It; >»T 
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Nadia Life Is no western with a happy ending 


shortly after arrving 
in the US eleven 
months ago, she was 
looked in hotel rooms. 
“I was in a free 
country, but I was not 
free.” 

Comaneci, who was 
the first gymnast to 
score a perfect 10 at 
the Olympics, said 
that Constantin 
Panait, the Florida 
roofer with who she 
was romantically 
linked, had taken her 
earnings from 
interviews and 
photographs and 
returned with his 
wife to Romania. 

She said she was 
disclosing all this 
because she wants to 


clear her name 
following her alleged 
involvement with 
Panait who helped 
her flee from 
Romania 

“Pm not a scandal 
person. This is not 
my image. When I 
came to the US, this 
guy kept me like I 
was in aprison. He 
didn’t let me call 
anybody. I couldn’t 
call my family in 
Romania. I knew 
something was 
wrong. 1 couldn’t go 
anywhere alone. 1 
moved from one 
apartment to 
another.” 

Life is one long 
bBlanoe<beam, ain't it. 



COKE, IS IT! 


D o you know wlmt goes 
on beUnd the scenes 
when a city is chosen 
tohostanOlympte 
gsmesTWelLherBote 
seme examples of the 
Ouaasb* that went on in 
Tokyo when Atlanta was 
chosen to host the 
Centenary Olympics 

It is estimated that the 
piMege of hosting Uie 
flames cost, the dty of Coea 
Cola, MaidnLnthw King ^ 
and Arne FA* (ho Mod; 
an ostlmalad $7 million. 
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BECKER 
BREAKS WITH 
GIRLFRIEND 


B oris becker 

recently claimed 
that it was his 
"worst year 
privately, with a 
failed relationship.” 

Fact is that the 
German world 
number two has split 
with his steady 
long-time girlfriend 
Karen Schultz. 

Becker has had his 
share of women. At 
Wimbledon this year 
he was apparently 
shacked up with ice 
skating heroine 
Katarina Witt. And he 
admits, “I am chased 
like game. If you have 
it all, you’re no longer 
tempted”. But in spite 



Becker: Giving up his 
girlfriend to go after 
EdbergI 

of all this, Karen was 
special to Boris. Then 
why the breakup? 

Becker feels she 
was “trying to push 
me into marriage. She 
wanted security and a 
child, but I’m to 
young: Her demands 
would get in the way 
of me being the world 
number one tennis 
player’” 

And there is plenty 
of truth in that, 
because Becker is 
now breathing down 
Stefan Edberg’s neck. 


Athens, once the 
favourites to host the 
Games, accused the 
International Olympic 
Committee (lOG) of MlUng 
It’s smU for a buck and a 
proverbial ease of 
Coca-Cola. 

One African IOC delegate 
told a rival delagatlon that 
Delta Airways (of Atlanta) 
promised free dekcts to all 
who were to attend the IOC 
fTemAMca. 

Goes Cola anMurmitly 
pumped In at least SS^OOO 
into Atlanta’s effort, which 
doee not Include hosting 
lavish lunehoens, the use 
of corporate alreraft and 
/ConntleBS hours of 
^vshmteorlielp. 

BntthesNSt 
astonishing sight alter 


Athou was rejected in 
favour of Atlanta, was that 
of members of the IOC 
going to the reception desk 
at Tokyo’s luxurious 
Takanawa Prince Hotel to 
ask for emp^ boxes to 
pack all the ^fts given to 
them by the various 
bidding dtles. 

IOC Chairman Juan 
Antonio Samaranch was so 
annoyed (w emharrassed) 
that he subsequent^ 
Issued an edict that In 
fbtnrenoglftmnstbe 
worth more than $200. 

Whatlseonvlsnlmitly 
forgotten is the fact that 
IOC members’get free trips 
to the bhfaUngeltles. Trips 
where everything Is on the 



LETTING THE CAT OUT 


S o Bjorn Borg is 
planoinga 
comebacki 
Rumour is, he’s 
training very hard 
but question is, how 
good is Borg’s tennis 
today? 

Well, here’s the 
answer straight from 
the horses mouth i.e. 
Borg’s practise 
partners. The Swede 
who retired after 
winning five 
Wimbledon titles, has 
been training 
regularly in Milan 
(remember his 
present girlfriend is 
Italian) for several 
weeks, and he may 
return to active 
tennis and play 
tournaments if he 
still can perform at 
the top levels. 

But his two Italian 
sparring partners 
have let the cat out of 
the bag. Ugo Pigato 
and Enrico Cocchi 
were quoted recently 
in Oazetta dello Sport. 
Italy’s respected 
sports daily as saying 


that they have been 
beating Borg quite 
easily in recent 
training matches. 
Pigato, who was a . 
finalist in last 
month’s Italian 
Tennis 

Championships, said: 
“The last time we 
played on clay, 1 gave 
Borg only three 
games in four sets. 
He’s improving, but I 
hardly believe he 
could make a 
successful comeback 
Right now he would 
not beat any top 100 
world ranked player ’’ 
Cocchi, who also 
claims to have beaten 
Borg in training, 
noted that the old 
fashioned wooden 
racket—the same one 
Borg used before 
retirement—does not 
give the Swede the 
necessary power 
But what is 
important at this 
moment is not the 
power of the racket 
but power of the 
mind. 

Good luck Mr Ice! 


Borg and his son after a work out 











There are things 
going on in the 
cricketing world 
J that we don’t get to 

hear about. 


SPORTSMANSHIP? 


This letter appeared in the November 
issue of the Wisden Cricket Monthly 
I HAVE read and listened to comments 
rejfarding the ‘high standards ol 
spcjitsmanship displayed in the recent 
Test senes between England and India 
I watched nearly every ball bowled, and 
I think I have rarely witnessed such 
blatant attempts at cheating as those 
perpetrated by the Indian team There 
were vociferous attempts to intimidate 
the umpires regarding alleged catches 
and Ibws, deliberate scruffing of the 
pitch to assist their bowlers, and there 
was constant tampering with the seam 
which on at least one occasion resulted 
in the ball being changed and on the 
j fourth day of the final Test, only ten 
overs were bowled in an hour 
STEVEN JUDGE, Marlow Bucks 


CONCERNED at the record scoring 
during the 1990 season, the Cricketers’ 
Association of England urged the TCCB to 
restore balance between batsman and 
bowler by reverting to the high-seamed 
Reader ball which caused controversy in 
1989. 

CONSTRUCTIVE talks have taken place 
between South African Cricket Union 
(SACU) and the anti-apartheid South 
African Cricket Board (SACB) The two 
bodies, previously implacable opponents, 
discussed the formation of a single 
governing body, seen as vital if 
international cricket is to return to the 
Republic 

I ENGLAND’S new football captain Gary 

I Lineker scored the winner for his country 
ag^nst Hungary at Wembley on Sept 12, 
then played for the Cross Arrows at Lord’s 
the next day Lineker, who has played for 
Leicestershire II, nyured a m uscle 
bowling in the later Cross Arrow match, 
but regained full fitness m time to turn 
out for Spurs in their first-di vision match 

•two days later. 













IAN BOTHAM oraabed hla wife’s £30,000 
Ferr^ after skidding on a slippery wet 
road near the couple’s North Yorkshire 
home. Police gave the Worcestershire and 
England allrounder a routine breath-test, 
which revdaled that he had not been 
drinking. 

AFTER impressing with the baseball bat 
during the England XI’s brief unofficial 
tour of North America, Robin Smith has 
t)een offered a trial by the New York Mets. 

ONLY regional teams such as Lahore and 
Karachi are to com pete for Pakistan's 
major domestic competition, the 
Qaid-e-Azam Trophy. The commercial 
sides—Habib Bank, National Bank and 
Pakistan International Airlines, for 
example-will contest the Patron’s Trophy. 
In ifcs way, the Pakistan Board hopes to 
give greater prominence to the regional 
sides. 

WEST INDIES won both unofficial 
one-day internationals to take the ‘North 
American Cricket series’. At one of the 
receptions given to the touring teams, a 
Toronto official caused merriment at a 
I reception, introducing ‘The West Indian 
captain as a great cricketer...Vince 
Robinson!’. Viv Richards was not amused. 

WiSDEN CRICKE T MONTH!. Y 




TOMMY HINOLEV 


MEnglish soccer 
(Captain Lineker, 
is also making his 
presence felt on 
Bhe cricket field 
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I N Beijing, during 
the Asian Games, 
there was enough ac¬ 
tion on the held but 
somehow, it could not 
quite match the action 
off the field Here are a 
few stones of what hap¬ 
pened behind the scenes 
in the Forbidden City 
‘You couldn’t beat a fif¬ 
ty-three year old and 
you call it a good race ’ 
Well, the subject was a 
one mile race sponsored 
by adidas for us hacks in 
Beijing, where Sport- 
aworld’8 Pradeep Paul 
and I finished third and 
fourth respectively 
And yes, we did finish 
behind 63-year-old Ran- 
jit Bhatia, who, no-one 
will tell you, is a former 
Olympian and a 
marathoner, and still in 
excellent physical 
shape Even m Beijing, 
despite the late hour 
that he ftmshed writing 
his reports, he made 
sure that he went for his 
morning runs 
The race was stcurted 
by Lee Evans, the 400m 
gold medallist at the 
Mexico Olympics and 
now trainer of the Qatar 
squad 

Evans, who is in his 
mid-forties and extreme¬ 
ly tnm, said ‘Ladiesand 
gentlemen (and yes, in¬ 
deed, there were a cou¬ 
ple of lady journalists 
around), I wish you all 
the best of luck Howev¬ 
er, just remember to 
take It easy because un¬ 
fortunately, there is no 
ambulance outside ti?e 
stadium' 

The journalists 
laughed but they were 
nervous. And when Lee 
Evans announced that 
the first three would get 
^e expensive Torsion 
sneakers while fourth 
and fifth places would 
get tracksuits, the ner¬ 
vousness turnedto imgl 
ashamed greeilJfP"i^^ i 



The gun cracked and a 
motley crowd of ageing, 
paunchy, young-to- 
imddle aged never-was- 
has-beens, broke mto a 
fUnousrun But it was a 
brief flourish By the 
end of the first lap, 
everyone had collapsed 
except for Qiao Biyang 
of Radio Beijing, Mr 
Bhatia and Mr Paul 

I was lying, happily, 
in last place with India 
Today’s Shekhar Gupta, 
forming instantly, ‘Jog¬ 
gers Incorporated’ as he 
called It But when the 
others began to slow 
down and wheeze, there 
was a hope Not to wm, 
but at least to come 
somewhere Greed was 
prevailing 

Meanwhile, the three¬ 
some in the lead just 
went on and on and on 
and finished the race 


with Bhatia second and 
Paul third And since 
even visions of a track- 
siut were unable to moti¬ 
vate everyone else, 
thanks to collapsed 
lungs, a non-smoker 
like me slipped, with 
ease, into fourth place 

Not everyone was at 
ease in Beijing Take the 
case of the South Indian 
journalist who was in¬ 
vited to the Indian 
Ambassador’s house for 
a get-together for medal¬ 
lists and journalists He 
had come expecting dm- 
ner and was severely 
disappointed that his 
dinner would consist 
only of ^amosas He 
stood and moaned out 
loudly in Malayalam to a 
few fellow Malayah jour¬ 
nalists about this highly 
ungenerous sot of the 



Ambassador The 
Ambassador’s wife stood 
nearhy and surely that 
was not a problem Ex¬ 
cept when a journalist 
walked up and whis¬ 
pered 'Just forgot to 
mention to jrou, but the 
Ambassador’s wife is a 
Malayah ’ 

That’s not all Here’s 
another one A crusty, 
old, God-feanng Indian 
newsman, who shoots 
not only from the type¬ 
writer but also from the 
hp for once lost his ton 
gue in Beijing A deeply 
religious man, he 
wanted to go to Church 
on a Sunday So he rang 
up a telephone number 
given by the Organismg 
Committee because they 
told him that he would 
get the directions to the 
Church 
Imagine his stupefied 
surprise when the phone 
was picked up and the 
voice at the other end 
said, ’Sir, you want 
women^’ 

We don’t know what 
happened after that, but 
he sure didn’t see any 
churches m Beijing 
And finally, here’s th^ 
story of how optimism 
survives even in God¬ 
forsaken Beijing 
Al-Ahmed, a photo¬ 
grapher from Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, had ranted and 
rav^ about the impossi- 
bihty of dating Chinese 
girls but then he smiled 
and twirled bis mous¬ 
tache 

‘No problem’ he'said, T 
am now waiting for 
eight more years and a 
few months ’ 

Whateyer on earth 
for? 

‘Because’ he replied, 
‘that’s when the 1098 
Games will be held in 
Bangkok’ 

Oriental city....and 
the city doesn’t know 
whAt the city has got. 
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“I’ve Been 
Misunders|ood” 

In an exclusive interview, India’s most I 
maligned ci i ‘ ’ defends | 













A MINIMUM OF PAPERWORK 




ONE ALL INCLUSIVE PRICE 



When shipping around the world, most freight forwarding companies depend on 
outside agents to handle your packages. At DHL, however, we offer you one 
door-to-door service, one all-inclusive invoice, and one truly global network. You can 
depend on the dedication of over 20,000 professionals, spanning more than 180 
countries, and supported by over 7,000 vehicles and aircraft. So why not call us if you 
need an immediate pick-up today? 

WORWWKXBat^SS* 

We are listed in the Yellow Pages/Telephone Directories DHL THE CCKIRER DIVISION Of AIRFREIGHT UMTED 













I ctn Itil ■ MiiM of niMlwplw0 dl 
llirough my body M If It eoRiM 

1IOIII nw goov 

World chess champion Qarry 
Kfloparhv on Nmsstf 

I want to become a good model and 
catt for kMa not to use drugs 
Ben Johnson 

WO should not have laksn MHa 
to Italy 

Cameroonian legend Boger MIHa’s 
teammate and star player Francois 
CmamBlyik 

The mob’s tactic for controlling 
soccer Is as subtle as a kick In the 
f shins 

John Moody on 
soccer in Colombia 

For a person who does normal 
things in life, recovery from this 
type of accldont Is usually 
guarantsed. For a racing driver <' 
there can be no such guarantee, 
but I’ll do everything possible to 
comeback 

Formula One driver Alessandro 
Nannini on his recovery from a 
helicopter accident which severed his 
right arm 
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It feels like I ve signed more 
contracts than autographs In my 
life. 

I r.ink Fti|k,'iard, (lutoh '.ocd'-f '.l.n. 

■' loasons lor Mis biiioilooi with 

.socr i.M citid !iis dt'cisu'M to ijtii' 'dc 
lotorn.ltiori.!! ijamo 
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RaviSluaMlBwltliaut 
X 4 doiiM, Indlia orloket’a 
angry young nuua. TnumurMWly 
talmtsd but stnagdy dUUkad. 
Sbastri beUawoi h« ia 
misuodantood. At the baal 
Troptay in Bangalom, Sbaatil 
■poke to Andy OBrlen about bla 
image uid bow be baa iduinged 
tala attitude towaida cribkat and 
hiallfb 

M o l^iBoEnxoe baa abraye 

f ^ kept bia private life under 
wrapa. But in exohwive eaoerpta 
fStom bia recently irieaaed 
autobiogmphy. Taming tbe 
talent’by Ribbard Evana, bia wife 
Tatum (yNeal candidly dieouaaM 
life with John, firom (feaoa to 
oourtehip to contentment 
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baok^ And Ifa obvkNM. 

•Imm Saiaa fe In tfw beat oT^ 
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mmib haring stunned Martbib 
NAraiM fMthethiid tfnwllltt 
Seer. An asoending risr, it Isa 
nipiiart^tlinabafeie alia starts . 
fdaying jdnbtfl wim ttafff QSaf anti 
tnfega dow n the Oueen 
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The giitte’nng Mirage 
Hotel was the venue of 
the light 








fit 
f ¥a, 


bombardment. 

But no amount of 
lespeot for the notion 
that it took plenty of 
courage to step into ttie 
ring with a powerful 
man whose intention 
sms to render him 
quickly uxuxinsoious. 
could protect Douglas 
firom the blast of 
calumny that resulted 
ftom a miserable 


world champions 
described Douglas* 
performance as 
“shamehil'', be was ncA 
merely endorsing 
widespread criticism but 
spealdnir out for the best 
ti^tiona in boadniT- 
No matter how sleasy 
the old game often 
appears to be. there is 
usually an encoun^ing 
sense of nobility inside 


Overweight and uninspired, James Douglas succumbed 
easily to the menacing f irepower of challenger Evander 
Holyfield. The fight barely lasted eight minutes before 
Dougles hit the canvas. An ignominious retreat that robbed 
much glamour from the championship fight 


knockout after imin 10 
sec of the third round. 

When Eddie Futch, ' 
the famous 78-year-old 
trainer who worked 
with more than a dozen 


the ropes, so even when 
thellefending champion 

Evander Holyfield: the 
new heavyweight 
champion in the world 


QNG after the 
light was over 
and Evander 
Holyfield had 
been proclaimed 
the new 
undisputed world 
heavyweight champion, 
people were etui 
^Auttoring darkly about 
^ Jpmea "BuBtar” 
Doo^aa, and bow ha 
had brought abame ^ 
i^pon boo^ig dnd what 


p./,:it.v' v-f.v 
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they believe to be the 
greatest prize m sport. 

As some of them are of 
a breed that can be 
loosely described as 
larcenous, theirs was a 
choice reaction to what 
occu r red in Lae Vegas 
after a prolonged and 
epeotaoular explosion of 
firecraokna and rockets 
made it seem as though 
thaldixage Ifotel was 
uttderbwvy 
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weighed in, ehooklngly, 
at S46 lbs. hie huge 
toreo quivering like a 
blanomange. it oouJd 
etui be imagined that he 
would make a fight of it. 
A rush on the casino 
betting shops suggested 
that this was not a 
popular point of view, 
but nobody expected 
Douglas to subside ai 
meekly as though he 
had long since settled 
for the glory and 
considerable fortune 
that came his way last 
February in Tokyo. 

I For seven minutes and 
I 10 seconds of mostly 
inept scuffling, Douglas 
got approximately $19 
million It is estimated 
he will be left with $8 
million, ample to ensure 
lasting gratification of 
what might be thought 
to be an essentially 
Indolent nature. 

Nobody could be sure 
about which Douglas 
would emerge from the 
months in between. It 
troubled Holyfleld’s 
astute trainer, Qeorge 
Benton. 

“If he did it once, why 
not twice?” he said. ‘Can 
he get there again? I 
don't know. He's a good 
fighter, but he's a Jekyll 
and Hyde. I'm not 
questioning his 
courage, but his 
resolution. When 
Douglas fought Tyson, 
all sorts of things were 
happening to him and I 
thir^ it concentrated his 
mind. He had nothing to 
lose.' 

Douglas looked a loser 
firom the moment he 
disrobed to climb the 
soi^, i m medi a tely 
losing credibility and 
squandering the wave of 
sympathetio support 
that rose up wmrld-wlde 
when Don King, 
attempted scandalously, 
to reverse the decision in 
litAqro. 


‘He was in outlandish 
condition' said Futoh 
added, then giving 
substance to the 
stispicion voiced in some 
quarters that Douglas 
could have beaten the 
count after being sent 
over by a short right 
hand. 

‘He glanced at the 
back of his right glove 
after rubbing it across 
his lips, as though 
checking for blood', 
Futch said, ‘He appeared 
to be clear-headed and 
my impression was that 
he co\ild have got up.' 

From the moment, 
Douglas went to his 
corner, enveloped in a 
hooded white robe of 
ironic connotation, he 


James Buster 
Douglas: an 
unexpected collapse 



appeared to be in the 
^p of anxiety, gloom 
installed on a wide face, 
as though he could 
think of better ways to 
spend the evening. 

In contrast, Holyfield 
waved confidently In the 
direction of his family 
wd friends, a film of 
Wealthy perspiration, 
already forming on 
impressive slabs of hard 
muscle. 

When Douglas shed 
his robe, the audience 
murmered at the sight 
of ablubbery frame, a 
waistline that spoke of 
hamburgers and fries 
and scoops of ice cream. 
‘He can't wait to call 
nxnn service' somebody 
shouted cruelly from a 
seat priced sd $$000. 

Holyfield flmced his 
musde. Douglas shocdc 
hia fiab. The champion 
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Boon found himself on 


▼the retreat, backing 


away from Holyfield s 


confident surges, 


relying mostly on his 
Jab. After little more 
than 30 seconds, of the 


opening round, Douglas 
was already sucking in 


air, lips spreading back 
from his gumshield. He 


Jabbed and missed He 


Jabbed and missed 


again. Holyfield went 
inside and switched to 
the body and Douglas 
held. Then a short left 
hook sent the champion 
off balance and he was 
hurt again when 
Hol]rfield crossed with a 
solid right. 

Holyfield frequently 
makes the mistake of 
^ not moving his head and 
therefore, vulnerable to 
punishment white' 
ddiverlnghisown 




blows. But there was 


little coming back and 


he was soon easily in 


front 


It was already a crisis 


for Douglas and the 


referee, Mills Lane, 


warned him for holding. 


Taking advantage of the 


brief respite, Douglas 


dropped his arms and 


then circled them 


upwards, trying to 


Douglas looked a loser 
from the moment he 
disrobed to climb the 
scales, immedi3‘ely 
losing credibility and 
squandering the wave of 
sympathetic support that 
rose up world-wide when 
Don King attempted, 
scandalously, to reverse 
the decision in Tokyo 


happier times when he 
wee teen, aggressive, 
a mean machine 
shake out the crippling 
stiffness that had come 
with tension. 

There was nothing in 
his Jab and when they 
drew together at the 
start of the third round, 
he was warned again, 
this time for pulling the 
challenger within range 
of an attempted 
uppercut. 

Tlie poBsibUity had not 
escaped Benton and Lou 
Duva. The uppercut was 
never going to be as 
effective against 
Evanderasitwas 
against Tyson' Duva 
said. ‘Evander knows 
how to step out of range 
and throw a counter. 
He's got more variety 
than Tyson.' 

In desperation, 
Douglas went again 
along a rising arc, 
dropped his right 
shoulder to get 
maximum leverage, 
then striking upwards 
at Holyfield's chin. The 
champion missed, and 
was pulled so far 
sideways by his 
momentum that the 
right side of his head 
was immediately open to 
a blow. A chopping right 
sent him down and on to 
his back 

As the count was 
completed, not a flicker 
of impulse to suggest a 
resurgence of the will 
that enabled Douglas to 
rise up from the boards 
in Tokyo. Holyfield 
simply turned away, 
firing a satisfied punch 
into his palm of his left 
glove. A dignified 
response. In quiet 
oontrast, to the 
pandemonium that had 
broken out in his comer, 
while Douglas was being 
examined and then 
helped to a stool. 


Ipnlring 

who had passed out on 
the pavement. 

IXfiien they came to 
speak, eeat^ (» either 
side of a lectern. 

Dougtes appeared to be 
lost in thought, while 
Holyfield thanked a 
small army of delirious 
retainers. 

Douglas, glad perhaps 
to regain relative 
anonymity, probably 
never to box again. Back 
to being just James, 
instead of enduring the 
strain that went with 
being'Buster'. 

‘I don’t think the 
weight wae significant' 
he said slowly. *1 Just 
didn’t have it. No 
rhythm, couldn’t get the 
mechanics right. If 1 
could have stayed in 
there for a few more 
rounds and loosened up, 
it might have been 
different. Sometimes, 
things go for you. 
sometimes', they don’t.’ 
Douglas gained 
I respect in Tokyo but in 
Las Vegas, it dissolved 
in embarrassment. And 
harsh words were 
uttered ‘He’s a dog’said 
Mike Trainer, the 
attorney who came to 
prominence in boxing as 
Sugar Ray Leonard’s 
close associate. ‘A piece 
of junk.’ 

But in showing 
contempt for the 
heavyweight 
championship, Douglas 
offended a stem code. 

It demands that a man 
go on fighting for as 
long as he is able. 
Whether Douglas could 
have regained his feet 
will remain a matter of 
opinion; but'boxing is a 
rough business and he 
understood the code. 

The memory of his 
performance will hang 
over him like a noose. 

Ken Jones, 

tin Cany Tttograph 






























Woosnam? 

Woosnam lathe 
golfer with the highest 
earnings for two 


seasons running. The 
guy makes money 
from every 
tournament he 


appears In. But 
rumour has It that 
Woosnam Is Just not 
happy. The reason? 


He Is scared that he 
will not be considered 
as a ‘great’ cos he has 
not won any of the 


PROSTAND 

SENNA 


THE 'BAD BOYS' 
ARE AT IT 


A fter a brief 

reoonolliation 
Ayrton Senna 
and Alain Frost have 
gone back to their 
old warring ways. In 
an uncanny 
renaetment of last 
year’s Japanese 
l^rand Prtx the 
world motor racing 
title was again 
deeided on the basis 


of a crash between 
Senna and Frost. 

The previous two 
crashes were almost 
identical. Senna 
driving into Frost on 
both occasions. This 
time, however, there 
was a alight 
turnaround in the 
incident: Frost drove 
into Senna. This 
crash left Senna 
with his second title 
and Frost too far 
behind on points to 
even catch up with 
Senna. And how 
Frost howled about 
it. 

lushing out at 
Senna 

oharaoteristleally, 
Frost said: "He has 


eompletely 
destroyed 
everything. I hope 
that everyone can 
see that he has not 
been honest.’’ 

Senna does not 
seem to care. For 
him F*1 racing has 
become something of 
a war and he is ready 
to risk death for the 
title. This la aptly 
reflected in his 
words: “Frost tried 
to destroy me and he 
will not. I know 
what I can do and I 
don't give a damn to 
what he says." 

I suggest taking a 
break flrom the 
goings-on in Iraq 
and checking the 
Formula One seene. 


MISS 

NACHAPPA 

FACES 



















maiors. Now that’s a 
Jolty good raaaon. 
Woosnam hlmsalf 
knowsit whan he 
aays: "I have got to be 
happy with that 
(highaat earnings) but, 
obviously the one 
thing mlealng Is a 
major. I won’t be 
recognised as a great 
player unless I win 
one of those. 

This comes from a 
man who makes $203 
every time he strikes 
the golf ball—even if it 
travels only a 
centimetret In an 
incredible season, the 
tiny 32-year*old 
Woosnam has banked 
around $900,000. 

There is no holiday for 
him as he prefers to 
go chasing the 
pounds, 
deutschmarks, 
escudos and pesetas. 

But no majors? I’m 
sure he'll gladly 
sacrifice a million for 


CHEEMA 
TURNS 
HIS BACK 


TO THE 
MAIDAN 


B engal ’$ adopted 
son is fed up. Yes, 
Cheema Okerie the 
Nigerian striker who 
enthralled us in the 
Maidan is ready to leave. 
This decision it seems is 
due to the stepmotherly 
treatment meted out to 
him by his club. East 
Bengal, of which he is 
captain. Recent scraps 
with players and officials 
have taken their toll. 

Cheema has just come 
back to the Maidan after 
a ban imposed on him by 
the powers that be, was 
removed. The ban was 
slapped on him as a result 








Cheema and his wife Cathy: dreams die hard 


of an on the field battle 
with Mohun Bagan 
striker Sishir Ghosh who 
incidentally was also 
banned. 

This little sabbatical 
treatment that followed 
thereafter made Cheema 
reflect on the state of 
things and he realised 
that things were not going 
too well for him. 
According to sources, he 


took a litde trip to 
England where he is 
supposed to have started 
negotiations with some 
second divison soccer 
teams. He could not have 
problems setting there 
because incidentally his 
wife's family is also 
settled there. Meanwhile, 
soccer in the Maidan 
could lose a little bit of it’s 
charm. 


O SHA KlflON 
FILMS has been 
responsible for 
many a hit. And Usha 
Kiron films it seems, is 
well on its way to 
making another 
one— Ashwini. The 
basic script of the film 
is by now well known. 
The movie revolves 
around the life, trials 
and tribulation of 
Ashwini Nachappa the 
most glamorous athlete 
in the Indian circuit. 

Press baron B. 

Ramoji Rao has 
pumped about 35 
lakhs into the film and 
is hoping that he’ll get 
^ more than that in 
return. Says Ashwini: 
“The film is 
autobiographical to 



some extent, some 
parts in the beginning 
and ending reflect 
incidents in my life. It 
has very little to do 
with the usual bump 
and grind routine. We 
can also expect some 
spicy Telugu masala 
which is on the cards. 

Ashwini is nervous, 
this being her/irsl 
celluloid venture and 
the director is making 
sure that she fits in 
with the rest of the 
team. "Forme the film 
is a break", s.ays Miss 
Nachappa. "It is a 
change and I like it. 
Maybe I’ll do a couple 
of more films if 
Ashwini is a hit" 

And I can bet there’ll 
be many to ogle at her. 
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Some genwral recomnwndatlons to remain In the 
pink of health. Most of us should: 


a) Cut down on fat, 
especially saturated fat and 
cholestoral. Choose tow-fat. 
foods like vegetables, fruits, 
wholegrains, fish, poultry, 
lean meats and low-fat dairy 
products. 

b) Maintain desirable body 
weij^t. RMuce calorie intake 
'io meet expenditure and 
exercise reguiarly, aisocut 
dowri on sugar and alcohol. 
C^Take in less sodium. Do it 
‘ tsy using die sait-shaker \ 
:8pBdngly aod etsd byeating 
h»pds i«a«.in sodium. ' 


d) Drink only in moderation 
and avoid it entirely during 
pregnancy. The most effective 
vray to do this would be to limit 
intake to two or fewer drinks a 
day. 

For soffls Individuals: 

a) Get adequate fluoride to 
prevent tooth decay. 

b) For those vulnerable to 
dental cavities, specially 
children, decrease sugar 

intake. 

c) Women and adolescent 
girls should increase their 

intake of edtelum-rich foods. 
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RAVI SHASTRE 
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In an exclusive interview Ravi Shastri, India’s most maligned 
cricketer, speaks tp Andy O’Brien about how he has changed 




i\ 


SPORTSWORLO: 1990 began very 
badly for you. You were not getting big 
scores, your bowling seemed to have 
lost it’s rhythm. It all culminated in your 
being dropped for the New Zealand 
tour. Yet ten months later here you are, 
not only assured of a place in the 
Indian team but as one of itt key 
members. How would you explain this 
sudden change of fortunes? This 
transformation? 

RAVI SHASTRI: You could call it d 
transformation. On the tour of 
Pakistan I really felt jaded and 
y being dropped from the team to 
tour New Zealand gave me a 
two-and-a-half month break. For 
one month I didn’t do anything. I 
just stayed at home and took my 
mind off the game. When I came 
back I found the motivation back 
again and I found that I was a lot 
more hungrier. It wasn’t that I 
wasn’t playing well on the 
Pakistan tour (which preceded the 
New Zealand tour). It was just that 
I didn’t have that drive in me to 
convert fifties into hundreds And 
then came this break and 
suddenly the new challenge to 
open in England which I was 
really looking forward to, Because 
> it’s fdways a challenge—as an 
opener you can bat through the 
innings get a big score. That’s 
exactly what’s happened and 
there’s no looking back now. 

So it seems that this break was the 
best thing that could have happened to 
you.. .a watershed in your career? 

Definitely. At that stage of my 
career I thought I was not pla 3 dng 
to the best of my ability. There’s 
no point in going out there and 
getting 20s and 308, when I knew 
that I was capabale of converting 
those scores into hundreds. So I 
think it was a big blessing in 
disgfuise not being picked for the 
New Zealand tour. It gave me time 
to go back and try and eliminate 
what mistakes I thought there 
were in my game and come back 
with a more positive attitude. 

Why,wasn‘t the attitude positive before 
that? The then chairman of the 
selection committee claimed at that 


time, that most of the senior players 
were taking their place in the side for 
granted. And now you talk about 
coming back with a nwre positive 
attitude. Was there any truth in what 
Raj Singh had said? 

I wo\ildn’t like to speak on behalf 
of the other players, but I wdll 
speak about myself. I didn’t take 
anything for granted in the squad 
because I take a lot of pride in my 
own performance. And if Ravi 
Shastri is not performing to the 
best of his ability, he has no 
business to be playing at the 
highest level, because I know that 
if I am playing to the best of my 


iumgfpsM 

PubBe UVwn 

Inie. (opening 
the balling was a 
career decision lo 
save Ms career). Bui 
llien ask bow many 


open ibe Innings? 
H's so easy to say 
that I was compelled 
to open but ask 
apyrnie If they want 


ability I should be getting scores 
of 140, ISO, 130. Or on a dioey 
seaming track to go out there and 
get even a fifty .That is a 
challenge. 

So by your logic, your non-selection for 
the New Zealand tour was Justified, 
since you have admitted that you 
weren't performing upto your 
capabilities? 

Yes, exactly. In fact that’s what I 
remember telling you in a 
interview for iSportoworJd when I 
was dropped. I said that I wasn’t 
performing to the best of my 
abilities and that’s why I'm not In 
the side. 

Apart from giving you the opportunity 
to work on your game, it seems the 
break from cricl^ helped improve your 
attitude towards the game and it s 
surroundings? 

That may be true simply because I 
played non-stop cricket for about 
eight or nine years. I never had 
time to go back to the nets and try 
to sort out my problems, because I 
was in the thick of it ail the time. 
One international followed 
another, and I couldn’t 
experiment etc because I was 
always in the middle of a 
season—if not the Indian season 
then the county season. There was 
never a time when I was alone and 
could try and sort out my 
problems. But that’s what 
happened when I was dropped 
fi'om the New Zealand tour. And 
my whole attitude now... I feel I’m 
hungry again. I feel like how I 
was when I was 17 and 18. Those 
days I remember I wanted to go 
out and perform game after game. 
Which seemed to be missing and 
people have rightly pointed out 
this in the last two years prior to 
this. The keenness, the attitude 
just seemed not to be there. I had 
set standards for myself and I was 
not keeping up to those 
standards. Well, it’s all changing 
now, I am a lot more hungry now 
and it’s obviously showing in my 
game. 

What about your attitude towards 




people and your surroundings both on had scored a double hundred in pubhcisuig it nnrt giving these 

and off the field. Has that changed the Irani Trophy against Bengal people the mileage. It was watched 

too? It seems to have! the previous day) I wanted to on television, it was highlighted 

Maybe the young .the young prove to a lot of people sitting on television and it became more 

angry blood has disappeared. down here that you come and boo like a fashion. Sunny was 

Now that I have got a lady in my the guy but the guy is still absolutely right when he said it 

life, she's probably mellowed me hanging in And he’s performing was a fashion. It was picked up in 

down a bit Maybe that could be and then they become the same Bangalore so people in Bombay 

the reason (Laughs) people who are cheering you on. wanted to start it. And this just 

, It started here because of the carried on from there. But now 

Has the change in your attitude Dhaka incident when Mohinder that I have got a few big scores 

towards others...‘1hedissappearing of Amarnath was dropped and he behind me, I am not worried if 

the young angry blo^”. ..helped in was quoted in some of the papers the attitude changes at all, 

squashing the massive anti-Ravi 8 a 3 nng that ‘If I can’t make the becauro I know my goal m my life 

Shastri wave that was sweeping the side, then how can Ravi and a n.nri Pn not going to be really 

couple of other players make it’. worried about what they have to 

I think that happened . primarily So obviously the crowd took out think about it. They can change 

it started here in Bangalore And their feelings on me and that was their decision... their attitude, but 

that’s one of the main reasons why pubhcised by the press. The press I’ll still be hang^T 1 g ' in. They can 

IUpt stuck in there yesterday. (He also had a part to play in it by keep booing me for the rest of 





their lives. 

But do you see a change in the 
situation now? 

It has changed. It seems so. I 
suppose it comes to a situation 
where they say, ‘this bugger will 
never change. We’ve booed him for 
so long.. .two years, and at least 
he’s been man enough to come out 
game after game and play in front 
of us.’ 

You know it's not easy when 
you go out and you have 30-40 
thousand people getting after 
you. And you’re alone. It’s easier 
to sit outside, a hundred yards 
away, watch it and enjoy the fun. 
But itb not easy for the guy whose 
fielding out here. And weU they 


must be sa3dng now that ‘hats off 
to him. We gave it our all and he's 
stiU there. He’s hanging in there 
performing. 

So you’re saying that you have 
squashed the anti-Shastri wave by your 
performances. What about public 
relations (PR)? 

’True. Well, where was the time to 
do PR. And PR of what sort? All I 
can say is that the people who are 
doing it, quite a few of them eue 
illiterate.. .most of them are. And 
it shocks me.. .it hurts me.. .simply 
because there are so may good 
schools aroimd the country. No 
well educated gentleman would do 
things of that sort. Again no one 
in college would get down to that 
level. You play in England, they 
never do that to their heres In fact 
they do the opposite. Take the case 
of Gower. He was doing badly and 
being lambasted by the press in 



“Maybe the 
young...young angry 
blood has 
disappeared. Now 
that I havo got a lady 
In my llto she’s 
probably mellowed 
me down a bit. 
Maybo that could be 
the reason” 



the last two years after the Ashes, 
but still everyone in the crowd 
wanted him to do well. 

You talked about marriage a little 
earlier. How has marriage helped your 
game, your attitude and your image? 

Marriage has definitely helped. 

It’s okay being a bachelor, but I’ve 
been like a vagabond, .you could 
call me a nomad, in the last ten 
years. I’ve played two seasons 
every year.. India and 
England.. .and I used to just come 
back, dump ray bag, go back. I 
was in Bombay for less than 15-16 
months in eight-ten years. And 
you really don’t settle down 
anywhere. Your don’t know 
whether you are coming or going. 
And then there came a stage when 
I got married and I had a 
companion travelling with me and 
it made one hell of a difference.. .so 
it seems. 

But what about the image? How has 
marriage helped your image? 

‘The real gossip newspapers and 
magazines, the tabloids or those 
interested in yellow journalism, 
they have taken a backseat now. 
They seem to say, ‘well he’s 
married now, so let's lay off,and 
things like that. So obviously that 
is helping a little bit. 

From the kind of social life you had in 
your bachelor days one would have 
expected Ravi Shastri to marry a high 
profile, high-society lady. But Ritu 
seems to be a far cry from that image. 
How come the debonair Ravi Shastri 
married a simple, down to earth girl? 
Well, that’s what many people tell 
me. But at the end of the day I 
wanted to marry someone of that 
sort... dowm to earth. If I had got 
married to a person like that (high 
profile) it coiild have been a clash 
of egos, clash of personalities and 
there could have been a problem. 
But there’s absolutely no problem. 
She (Ritu) knows a little about 
cricket, she follows it a bit, but 
certainly not too much. And she’s 
an absolutely dbwn to earth 
person. 

Now that you’re married, you can 
probably be more outspoken about the 
past. Looking back how much truth 
was there in the image of Ravi Shastri 
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being a ladles man? The playboy 

image. 

Well, I suppose it would happen to 
anyone who had been as 
successful as I was . and so 
young. I mean you’ve played 
100-120 internationals and 70 odd 
Test matches and you’re still only 
26-27. Plus you had enough 
performances in world events to 
make someone envy you. And 
probably that’s why they kept 
calling me those things. 

it seems that after your mentor Sunil 
Gavaskar, you are probably the second 
most misundmetood cricketer we’ve 
had over the last few years.... 

Definitely. Definitely. Because, 
see, if you wrote an article about 
me, you would write it from your 
point of view and the people who 
reaui it, they very rarely got to see 
my side of the story. And yet they 
would Jump to assumptions, 
going more by what you have 
written. And I would get ticked off 
and if I tried to make a point they 
would say, ‘no, no, he’s an 
arrogant young man and so we 
will leave him alone. ’ 

But now I’ve thrashed out that 
problem, especially in all the 
interviews that I give nowadays. 
Fve said it very clearly, that I was 
misunderstood, because people 
were seeing only one side of the 
story. And I’m happy that the 
same people who wrote 
derogatory statements against 
me, have now come and asked me 
what I have to say and clear up 
things. So that’s helped 
immensely, both ways. 

See, because at the end of the 
day what can you have against a 
journalist? You can’t have 
anything. He’s doing his job and 
Fm doing mine. If I don’t do well it 
should hurt me. If I rate myself as 
a cricketer whose hung in for ten 
years and has set world standards 
for himself, then it should hurt 
me that Fm struggling Just to 
hang in there. You know, getting 
just twenty-thirty runs.. .it shotild 
hit the person, saying that ‘Ckjme 
on man, you shouldn’t be playing 
if you keep performing like this’. 

A break would help take 
you back to the the nets. Because 
if you play 'Feet cricket, you have 
to be performing to the best of 


your ability. 

Yes, self-realisation is the best 
realisation. But has there been any 
self-realisation on your part on what 
people refered to as ‘Shastri’s 
individualistic attitude’? 

I think that accusation was 
completely wrong. It was just 
done by some people who had 
personal differences with me and 
tried to blow it out of proportion in 



It (the speetatois 
altitude) has 
chani^d. l sawasa 
it comas tea 
sttuatlen where they 
ley, ‘ttls hugger will 
never change. Wa’m 
baaed him far so 
long and at least 
ha^s been man 



the press. It was grabbed by 
others in the press who started 
filling people’s ears with the 
wrong sort of Information, and it 
was like the grapewine which just 
keeps spreading. 

You pride yourself as a professioiMl. 
Don’t you think one essential 
characteristic of professkmaiism is 
selfish indhriduaiisin? 


Yes it is, it is. I do believe in 
professionalism, which 1 think 
stands for solid discipline and 
sacrlfioe. And so when a man is 
prepared to do these two things 
and then he goes out there in the 
middle he wants to prove a point 
over and over again. So though 
cricket is a team sport and not an 
individual sport there has to be 
some incHvidiaallsm, if you call it 
that. 

I 

And an individuals performance 
pushes the performance of the 
team.... 

Yes exactly. It pushes the team. 
Now if someone tries and tells me, 
‘Why did you bat at the Oval for « 
ten hours.. .like I got feedback 
from a journalist that you’ve got 
nine ’Test match himdreds but 
you’ve never got a big one. My 
reply is well how many people 
have got nine Test match 
hundreds in the first place? I said, 
you start talking as if every Tom, 
Dick and Harry has nine-ten Test 
match hxmdreds. And my next 
htindred. .my tenth one. .was 187 
at the Oval and so I walked past 
him and said, *What, is this long 
enough for you, or what?’. Well 
these kind of things happen. And 
in this case, the guy had a good 
sense of humour, so at least he 
accepted it. < 

But there could be others who 
woiild have been stuck up about it 
and said, ‘Okay okay. I’ll thrash 
you the next time you are 
performing badly.’ You know, 
such kind of things. 

Your approach to batting has also given 
people a fluctuating image of you. 

Once you’re the big hitter, six sixes, 
fastest double century and then you’re 
tiie man who can bore a crowd, like in 
Calcutta against the English in 1985. 

So what exactly are you? How do you 
see yourself as a batsman? 

I think people have jumped to 
assumptions as far aa Fm 
ooncemed, simply because Fve 
never had a stable place in the 
batting order. Fve been at every 
damn number apart from number 
11H Whenever Fve played in India, 
Fve always oome lower down the 
order, but on tours Fve always 
been up In the order. Don’t ask me 
why, because I don’t know. In the 





West Indies I was three, maybe 
opening', Pakistan three, 
four.. .oome to India maybe seven, 
six, eight. So obvioxisly nobody 
can settle down to his game. Now 
if me, or any cricketer, is going in 
number six in a one^layer, his 
attitude is different to that if he 
were opening the innings. So 
obviously there are going to be 
different things made out of 
you...how you play the game. On 
the positive side, it’s made me a 
better all roimd player because 
I’ve seen every concievable 
situation which can crop up in a 
game. I’ve gone in when there are 
five overs left in the innings, or at 
^ the beginning of the innings and 
I’ve been reasonably successful in 
everything. 

Now that you have a regular place...as 
an opener, have you made any 
conscious adjustments to your game 
and attitude? 

Yes, because an opening 
batsman’s job is very, very clear 
cut. He’s got to go there and 
occupy the crease. And he plays 
during the most dangerous part 
of the game because the ball is new 
Olid hard, the wicket is fresh and 
hard and so are the bowlers. He 
could very easily get a good 
delivery. Well that’s his bad luck. 

iV 

So there is a big element of risk in 
opening and yet you’re chosen to do it? 
Becavise I’ve backed myself. It is a 
risk, a gamble. But after 70 Test 
matches I want to take up the 
challenge. I’ve backed myself as a 
player because I’m confident I can 
do it. After 70 Test matches you 
don’t want to play hide and seek. 
So I said, ‘come on man, fight, 
pick it up and go, take up the 
challenge’. You can’t go in at 
number six against this side 
because it suits you, and munber 
one against the other because it 
serves your purpose. I decided to 
go out and pick up the challenge. 
And there aren’t many people 
willing to do it, I can tell you. 

But seeing the situation in the Indian 
side, especially the massive 
^ congestion in the middle order, 
opening seemed the only way you 
could hang on to your place in the side. 
It seemed like a risk you had to take to 


save your career? 

Yes, that’s another way of looking 
at it. But it’s happened before, I 
have opened before so its not that I 
was going into something 
absolutely new. Okay, maybe 
people will say that I did well 
against the Englishmen, but let 
better opposition come like the 
Pakistanis and the West Indians 
and let’s see how he fares. Well, if 
I’m asked to open the inningfs 
eigainst them this winter Fll take 
up the challenge. It’s not that Fm 


now and with your bowling not at it's 
best, the only other way out was 
opening? 

Yes. 

So it was a decision to save your career, 
a conscious career-decision. 

Yes it was. It was, because I 
started going up the order for 
Bombay, for my company Tata, 
three-four, for Qlamorgan four. 

So it was a case of gradually 
coming up higher and higher in 
the order. 



using it as a convenience. 

What I’m trying to say is that your 
decision to become a regular opener, 
was it a career decision? 

Yes, true 

A decision to save your career? 

Yes,true 

I mean your career would not have 
been blossoming as it is now, if you 
hadn’t taken the risk to open. So did 
you say to yourself, ’look boy, you have 
to open if you want to find a place in 
the Indian team’? 

Yes. true. 

I mean with the middle order as it is 


So it was a risk you had to take? 

Yes. But, then ask how many 
people are ready to open the 
innings. It’s so easy to say that I 
was compelled to open, but ask 
anyone if they want to open and 
they'll say, ‘no my Mend, Fm 
quite happy at five or six’. And 
that’s why we have a dearth of 
openers, they are few and far 
between 

What do you have to say about 
Gavaskar’s statement that both you 
and Kapil Dev have made plenty of 
money from Indian sport? As much as 
he’s made. 

Well coming from Gavaskar it 
definitely must be rich. 











But. .eh.. .no, he’s the boss He’s 
the boss. He’s also made a 
statement there that he ‘may’ have 
made money but these two aren’t 
very far behind But he’s the boss, 
let me tell you that He’s the boss 

Dropping all pretence, how great a 
motivator is money for you? 

It is to a certain extent Well 
people talk about love of the game 
and things hke that. But I’m not a 
hypocrite I say it straight, if 
there were no monetary gam see 


'V 


Do you think people in India have an 
attitude that a player should play the 
game and that’s it. You know money 
shouldn’t be on his mind, they want to 
pity you, not see you rich... 

That’s a wrong attitude. I know 
the grass is always greener on the 
other side, but why don’t people 
point to golf, or boxing where a 
guy collects eight million dollars 
for a fight. Incentives do help. 

And incentives do help a lot in 
bringing the best out of a 
cricketer. On our tour of Pakistan 








motivation why you want to carry 
on. Okay, it might be records or 
whatever, but at the end of the day 
the bottom line is what is it giving 


You made money, maybe plenty of it. 
But at this stage of your career, what 
motivates you? • 

I went through a bad patch for one 
or two years and a lot of things 
were written about me about my 
game, so I just want to first settle 
that issue. Number one. Let’s put 
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I come from a family where my 
father is a doctor and my mother a 
professor m a university. They 
could have very well advised me to 
study medicme or take up some 
other career, so that I would be 
well off monetarily and live a 
happier life The same with 
cricket. Okay, you play the game, 
you’re slogging it out but at the 
same time it should look after you. 
Which it is doing now And if I 
had a second choice and had a 
chance to live all over again I 
would say I want to be a cricketer 
again. 


in 1982 when Jahangir Khan had 
won the British Open squash title, 
General Zia gave him a huge prize 
in front of a huge gathering and 
both the cricket sides were 
there.It’s incentives like these 
which spur on a player. I mean he 
could well be churning out British 
Open title after British Open title 
without being backed up by the 
state or whoever. ’Then after three 
titles he would be disappointed. 
'Thei-e would come a sta^ when 
after three British Open titles he 
would ask himself, ‘What do I do 
now’? Their has to be some 


it straight just that, this is where 
he belongs, this is where he wants 
to be. as a cricketer. Then after 
that carry on for another 8-10 
years. 

Ten years? 

I’m only 28.1 don’t see why I can’t 
carry on playing till I’m 34-35 
eeisily at the highest level. Of 
course much depends on the 
motivation factor, whether you 
are hree of ipjuries, because I don’t 
want to struggle and play the 
game. I don’t want to hang in 
there just for the sake of it. Even if 





rm playing at 341 want to be 
dol^ 80 to the beat of my abilities 

What about your ambitions, what are 
your ambitions for the next eight years 
or,so that you intend continue playing? 

I would like to end up with 5000 
runs and 200 wickets at the Test 
level, something only two people 
have achieved Sir Garry Sobers 
and Ian Botham I want to be m 
the top four or five all-rounders 

Do you see yourself as a top all-rounder 
or a batsman who can bowl? 

Well at the moment as a 
specialist batsman, but I have to 
work a lot on my bowling which I 
_ intend doing 1 mean I could only 
do one thing at a time I 
concentrated a lot on my batting 
and got it back into shape Now I 
have to do the same thing with my 
bowling, work a lot harder, study 
my cassettes Well, one things for 
sure I’ll be trying 

So one of your ambitions is to be 
remembered as one of the finest 
all-rounders in Test cricket? 

One of the best all-rounders in the 
game, internationally 

Another ambition, the Indian 
captaincy? 

Phew No I’m not at the 
moment I just want to go out 
there I’m enjoying my cricket, 
you always enjoy it when you’re 
doing well I just want to get out 
there and give my 100% and carry 
on 

Welt It would be a shame if you don't 
captain India, especially if you are 
going to play for another eight years? 

Well it’s something if you’re 
destined to do you will do it By no 
means should it block your mind 
when you’re talking to people or 
in your relations with the press 

Destiny doesn’t exactly seem to be on 
your side. For years now people have 
talked about you being good captaincy 
material, future captain of India etc. In 
the past two years so many Indian 
captains have come and gone but Ravi 
Shastri...apart from standing in,has 
not figured on the list. How would you 
explain that? Destiny? 

See that’s a controversial issue 
and if I say anything it might just I 


be blown up out of proportion 
So 

Well, lets put it this way, to what 
extent can you trust destiny to give you 
the Indian captaincy? 

No destiny is well if a guy like 
Eddie Hemmings can play Test 
cricket at the age of 42 then you 
back your destiny all the way I 
mean on the other hand you 
might just get injured and not be 
able to play again That too is 
destiny 



If people 
misunderstand 
(seriousness for 
arrogance) then it’s 
loo bad. 

Now they say that 
since I’m married 
It’s changed. They 
think I’m seeing the 
lighter side of things, 
which might not be 
true. I might Inst be 
the same old bugger 



Are you an optimist or a pessimist? 

I’m always positive an optimist 
I’ve never been a pessimist in my 
life 

So you ought to be optimistic about the 


captaincy too? 

Well it has to come first,then se 
at present I take things as they 
come now I mean gone are the 
days when you used to count the 
chickens by seeing the number of 
eggs in the basket Hike to take 
care of the job on hand If my job i 
to open for India, maybe bowl wel 
again Then that’s my job now I 
concentrate on that If 
offered well, let the time come 

Was there a time when you did count 
the captaincy as one of your so called 
’chickens in the basket.’ And when it 
didn’t come, didn’t it annoy you? 

Well I (pause) I don’t think it 
ever made that much difference tc 
me Because for me at the end of 
the day it was great to be playmg i 
Test match Captaincy would havt 
worried me if I had been playing 
under a bad captain who was not 
getting the best out of the side 
Which I cannot say about any of 
the guys I’ve played with If I was 
playing under a captain who mad< 
the other ten chaps look like 
idiots, yes, I would be annoyed 

You have always talked about the 
importance of playing to full 
potential . So if you did have potential 
as a captain and it is eventually not 
tapped, wouldn’t that be a negation of 
your theory or motto? 

Like I told you. I’m taking it as 
they come I’ve been made captain 
of the Rest of India, I’ll do my best 
Make sure the team wins I’ve beer 
made Bombay captain, it’s my 
duty to see that Bombay has a 
good season The matter ends 
there That’s it I’m not 
looking probably I’ve been in 
the game long enough and 
realised these sorts of things 
that you shouldn’t let them bother 
you or allow it to control your 
feelings 

Do you think your attitude affects your 
PR with the people who matter. The 
people who hold the reins to such 
things. 

I don’t know what you mean by 
PR Okay PR has to be done But if 
I’m doing badly I would never go 
and speak to a journalist and say 
Bare yaaroT make excuses for 
myself I never have in all the 
years as a cricketer, and I think 





any journalist can vouch for that 
If you call that bad PR then I don’t 
know what to say I’ve played the 
game for 10 years and I know 
many players who would think 
otherwise Who would like to go 
and tell a journalist such things 
But I’ve backed myself as a 
cricketer I m doing ray job And if 
I were sitting in the Press box and 
saw a playei playing badly. I 
would say so 1 wouldn’t try and 
shield him j ust because Frankly 
1 don t know what you’re trying to 
mean by PR 

I'm not talking about PR merely with 
the press, but also with the people who 
matter in Indian cricket. I mean you 
talked about the disappearance of your 
‘angry young blood’.... 

No No No It’s not fimshed I 
thmk you have to have that streak 
of adrenalin pumping in your 
system, because you need it when 
the going gets tough 

But that could also be misunderstood 
as arrogance, bad PR? 

Cksrrect Maybe people think I 
don’t smile much or joke around 
on the field What I want to tell 
them IS that when I go out on to 
the field I believe it’s a serious 
game, and it’s not in me to smile 
And 1 don’t want to do something 
which doesn’t come naturally to 
me You know just joking or 
doing a little bit of this and that 
Okay, in a Ranji game a little bit is 
possible but a Test match is a Test 
match IS a Test match It's a 
serious busmess,friend, and you 
don’t fool around And if people 
misunderstand it, well, then it’s 
too bad And that’s what they 
seem to be doing up to now, and 
now they say that since I’m 
married it’s changed They think 
I see the lighter side of thmgs 
which may not be true I might 
just be the same old bugger 

What IS your reading of the present 
situation in Indian cricket, especially 
the national team? 

I’ve always maintained that these 
things go m cycles and we are 
passmg through a cycle 

What do you mean by that? 

Every team goes through a circle 
See Austraha today, there was a 
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time five years ago when people 
didn't rate them too high but now 
some of their guys have come 
through. Boon, Jones. Marsh etc 
and now they are a top competitive 
side I think we’re not very far 
behmd m another year or two 
we should achieve our goal What 
we need now is a couple of good 
quick bowlers They should be 
picked up, played and persisted 
with and hope for results after 
that 

How come we don’t produce the same 
quantity and quality of fast bowlers as 
say Pakistan, where the conditions are 
more or less the same? 

They have such a big and popular 
hero m Imran Khan and they all 
try to copy him and they work 
very very hard The talented ones 
are pulled in and given the 
encouragement at a very young 
age I mean take the case of 
Akram, he was brought in when 
he was only 19, Youms at 17 
They have been persisted with and 
you see the results 


But we have Kapil Dev So why doesn’t 
the same thing happen to us? 

That’s exactly the difference I’m 
pointing out We should have two 
or three qiuck bowlers who should 
be persisted with You cannot j ust 
have people, then chuck them out, 
then get a new man in, chuck him 
out too, because in the meantime 
no one knows where he stands 
There has to be something known 
as continuity And then after that 
still, you can only hope But it’s 
all-important that the guy works 
hard, looks after his fitness and 
performs to the best of his ability 

it seems now at this stage, we’re not 
only looking for pace bowlers, but are 
looking for spinners too. So the 
situation does seem bad. 

I think we have one of the 
strongest batting line-ups in the 
world There have been changes in 
the Ime-up but the youngsters 
have come good Now all we need 
18 the bowling to back it up I don’t 
think the spinners are such a 
major problem I mean we have 




Gopal Sharma in the Rost of India 
squad and after he’s perfornied 
^ here over the next few days, you 
won’t tell me we’re looking for an 
off spinner I rate him very high 

If you say we have one of the strongest 
batting sides in the world.... 

It would be if we had a couple of 
quick bowlers backing it up, 
because then you wouldn’t have 
many opponents trying to prepare 
quick wickets against us 

But when we were doing so well 
five-seven years ago we didn't have any 
extraordinary fast bowlers. 

But that was one day cricket 

Off late we haven’t done too well in 
that either. 

No. But we had three or four 
guys Roger Binny, Kapil. Madan 
Lai and Mohinder Amarnath, all 
experienced guys who did a 
tremendous job. And then 
suddenly they were all gone and 
now there is a hole, a vacuum to be 
filled. And now If s just a question 


of griving a few guys exposure and 
persisting with them. 

Over the last few years, many a senior 
cricketer has bowed out. Some, made 
to bow out of the Indian team. 

Kirmani, Mohinder, Binny, Madan, 
and presently there is talk of a few 
more careers coming to an 
end—Srikkanth, Vengsarkar, maybe 
Kapil. You know what it’s like. Do you 
see the coming hectic season as one 
which will see the end of entire era in 
Indian cricket? 

As I said I believe it’s a cycle. A 
time comes for everybody to quit 
the game. It’s only when he feels 
he’s had his bit, he should move 
out, whoever the gentleman 
concerned is. But thinking of it I 
feel the cycle is really over. I mean 
in the last few years you’ve lost 
Gavaskar, Jimmy Amarnath and 
Vishwanath All three champion 
players And you had to fill those 
gaps It wasn’t going to be easy. 
But now you have Manjrekar, 
Tendulkar, Azhar. Give them 
some time and they might do oust 
as well as the ‘greats’ they’ve 
jeplaced. 

Is knowing when to quit as big a 
problem as it’s made out to be? 



If I’m doing badly. 
I’ll never go and 
speak to a lournallst 
and say am yaa/'or 
make excuses 



That’s in all sports and all fields. 
It’s hard to quit the game. No man 
can make up his mind easily on 
such a thing. Guys like McEnroe, 
he’s just going on and on. Jimmy 
Connors, even he’s saying he’ll be 
back after an injury. A guy like 
George Foreman coming back, I 
mean people will think he’s nuts 
Coming back to boxing at 42 He’s 
won bloody 23 knock-outs out of 
his 24 fights 

Is money the key motivator in this? 

In today’s sport, in cricket, the 
monetary angle is definitely 
important, it's very very 
important, because it’s a guy’s 
career People could be a doctor or 
an engineer or anything. But 
today you’re slogging six hours in 
the field, so obviously you have to 
get something in return. For you 
to be hanging in there, there has 
to be some glamour or monetary 
aspect involved 

This problem of money is a big issue 
now in cricket. It’s been a debated 
point especially over the past two 
years, you know Indian cricketers 
asking for more cash etc. Now doesn’t 
it seem odd that while that has been 
going on there has been no 
corresponding improvement in 
performance over the same time 
frame, at least that’s what the results 
say. How do you account for this? 

I would say it just coincided. At a 
time when India wasn’t doing too 
well we asked for more money. 

But there have been times when 
we asked for more money when 
we were doing well, and such a big 
issue was not made of it because 
the emphasis was on us winning 
the games. But unfortunately 
when this issue weis raked up. 
India wasn’t doing too well and so 
it was highlighted. 

Then obviously you can’t blame people 
for misconstruing that as greed or 
whatever. 

Okay, definitely. But what I say is 
that compai*ed to the other 
countries in the world. That has to 
be taken into account when you 
pay the players I mean we’ve been 
the only team to win two different 
World Championships So there 
have been phases and I suppose. 
This one is just another phase. • 
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ANDY O’BRIEN writes from 
Bangalore on the game that has 
ushered in the new 
cricket season in India 


Earth Movers’, it said But if the 
pubhc-sector-undertakmg s boai d 
was in any way a prediction of the, 
cricket that was to unfold over the 
next few days, then it was a gross 
exaggeration There wasn’t a 
single moment when the sparse 
crowd felt the eai th move under 


their feet Oh yes, 
there weie 
rumblings all right, 
but they wei e 
only remnants 
of the cyclonic depression 
that had hit the city 
four days prior to the match 
From the cricket point of view, the 
depression had only just begun 
It was the ram that influenced 
Bengal skipper Pranab Roy to opt 
to field after he won the toss And 





II, with his so-called 
‘limited technique’, 
Arun Lai can rattle 
off hundreds almost 
at will against onr 
very best bowlers, 
then what chance do 
these same bowlers 
have against some of 
the best batsmen of 
the world, who will 
shortly be visiting 
India this winter? 


for d brief while it seemed that the 
wedthei which had been such an 
impoi tdiit ally to Bengal s 
saccesslul Ranji Tiophy success 
ovei the last two ycdi s would 
provide them anothei 
unimaginable success Assisted 
by the conditions though not able 
to do full justice to them the 
Bengal bow lei s ledvK ed the Rest s 
innings to 137 for thiee This was 
confusing the whole cricket 
fraternity was sulking about the 
lack of good, helpful wickets in 
oui domestic game and heie was a 
friendly looking attack reducing 
some of the better batting in the 
country to a rather embarrassing 
position 

If by any stretch of imagination 
the events till that point of time 
were earth. shattering then that 
was the highest that the 1990 
Irani Trophy got on the Richter 
Scale The clouds had since 
cleared, the rumbling had stopped 
and the sun burst through But 
then, the sun and Bengal cricket 
don’t seem to go together So for 
the next four days the Bengal 
team were forced to resemble a 
bunch of straggly earthquake 
survivors, barring of course Arun 
Lai who grafted an unbeaten 164 
runs to save the Ranji champions 
a humiliation that would surely 
have sent high-flying Bengal 











cricket into another era of doom 
No wonder then, that Shastn 
refers to Arun Lai simply as 
‘Bengal’ 

Ridiculed by the ‘envious’ (or 
perhaps the truthful) as the 
‘quotient champions’, the 
Ranji champions were never 
really expected to be anything 
more than friendly, sparring 
partners for a string of players all 
hoping to make it to the Indian 
team for the busy winter schedule 
ahead 

Plagued from the very outset 
with problems and controversy, 
the team that has reached two 
Ranji finals in the last two years 
was never really in the running 
against a team of talented, though 
sometimes unfortunate, 
cricketers 

The long monsoon in Calcutta 
had truncated the time and 
opportunities the squad had to 
prepare for the season's opener. 
Controversy and tension over who 
would captain the side apparently 
led to divisions. And the presence 
of a number of ‘non-Bengali’ 
players uselessly made the 
rumour mills work overtime 

With the so-called ‘Delhi lobby’ 
80 strong in the team (Arun Lai, 
Ashok Malhotra, Rajeev Seth. 
Siikanth Kalyani, Rajender 


Singh), any talk of a ‘divide’ would 
seem to be, but natural Which 
reminds one of the incident when 
the team was returning to 



Shastrl receives the Charminar 
Challenge Trophy for the 
man-of-the match from M.L. 
Jaisimha 

Calcutta after the match. The 
boarding pass of batsman 
Srikanth Kalyani, who sat out the 
match, was issued under the 
surname ‘Ganguly’, which 
provoked a fellow cricketer to 
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wryly comment. 'Had he been a 
Ganguly he would have been far 
better off in the Bengal team’ But 
all these shortcomings were but 
contributing factors to Bengal’s 
spineless performance. The 
bottom line was that the Ranji 
Trophy champions were 

i Bengal prepare for yet another 
session in the field 


outclassed If not exposed 
Once the Rest of India captain 
Ravi Shastn and the 
tremendously talented Pravin 



Shaatrl and Amre walk back 
after putting Bengal through 
another gruelling session 

Amre got together for their 327 
run partnership, they effectively 
terminated Bengal’s hopes for a 
win and the game’s prospects as a 
contest. 

What began as a revelation in 
the first few hours of play on day 
one, continued as just another 
farcical yawn that has dogged our 
domestic cricket. Of course, one 
cannot hold the Rest of India 
responsible, they were only doing 
what they had ta pile up a 
massive score to put the Bengal 
batting under pressure In the 
process they provided ample time 
for the debate over the nature of 
wickets in domestic cricket to 
resume again. But no topic, not 
even the Parliament session of 
November 7th that brought down 
the V.P Singh government, could 
last all of 781 minutes And so 
after the cricket pundits sitting in 
the pavilion area had given their 
verdicts on the future of Indian 
cricket, it was time to find 
something to occupy oneself with 
since the cricket was rather 
embarrassing to watch 

Even the newly appointed 
selection committee (God bless 
them) could not find the 
enthusiEism of ‘the new broom that 
sweeps weir to concentrate on the 
cricket. Ludlum, Sheldon, 
Ayodhya, the government, the 
Land of Nod were all very high on 
the popularity list, though not 
necessarily in that order Even the 
serenity of the press box was 
abandoned Former Bengal 
skipper Sambaran Baneijee, in 
Ban galore as a member of the 
fourth estate, narrated how one of 
the umpires officiating in the 
match once referred to Gavaskar 
as ‘Sir’ when the Little Master had 
asked for guard. 

"We knew that chap wouldn’t 
give Sunny out, so all we could do 
was try at the other end,” 
Sambaran quipped in the midst of 
our laughter. 

Then there was the other 
incident, when Bengal’s 
promising young allrounder 
Saurav Ganguly had finished 
another impressive spell of 













medium pace bowling' One 
journalist enquiring about the 
17-year-old s bowling figures 
asked our eveneffcc lent scoi ci 
‘Saurav s spell plca&i ^ 

‘S-A-U-R A V canu the 
non chalant reply 
At one point of time the events 
m the middle seemi d so hopeless 
that one senioi Bengal ci icketci 
looking up at the pi css box on his 
way for yet anothei session of 
fielding only halt jockingly asked 
'any suggestions gentlemen 
After 197 overs and 13 hours of 
batting Shastri was kind enough 


There 

wasn’t a single 
moment when the 
sparse crowd ten the 
earth move under 
their feet 


to put an end to the misei y of 
those watching and the Bengal 
fielders—by closing the innings at 
a mammoth 737 One set of cliches 
synonymous with leatherhunt 
had ended Another synonymous 
with ‘uphill task had begun 

When Arun Lai and Snehashish 
Ganguly walked back at the end of 
the third day Bengal had erased 
115 of the 737 runs foi the loss of 
two wickets At the end of day 
four when the same two batsmen 
returned at the di aw of stumps 
Bengal were still 115 foi two The 
only difference was that they had 
followed on and wore batting the 
second time lound Granted, the 
pitch wasn t what it was in day 
two or three Gi anted the Rest of 
India, bowleis 

especially Venkatapathy Raju used 
the conditions well But the 
disparity in the performances was 
so glaring that even after Arun 
Lai had fought off the innings 

The Rest of India squad line up 
for the prize distribution I 


defeat, at the end of the match the 
Ranji champions were still 102 in 
arreas 

Yet ironically, it was this very 
difference of class that put life 
back into the game at least 
towards the end of the fifth day 
Lai s singlehanded battle against 
the unpredictable pitch and some 
fairly efficient bowling must put 
the newl^^appointed selection 
committee into a quandary yet 
again Or has it*^ The latter would 
be a more relevant question For 
if you can think of choosing the 
obviously brilliant Praveen Amre 


on the basis of the number of runs 
he’s scored in domestic cricket, 
then what logic will one use to 
keep Arun Lai out of contention‘s 
Based on performances at 
Bangalore, only three players, 
apart,of course,from Shastn could 
claim to have impressed the 
selectors Lai, Amre and Raju 
Kiran More’s understudy Nayan 
Mongia, did his bit with the bat 
and if he had merely gone 
through the motions of wicket 
keeping he would have been a 
surety for the Test against Sn 
Lanka Vivek Razdan showed that 
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The Gang of five: The new 
eelectlon committee tune In on 
the action 

he was somewhat more reliable 
than the erratic Atul Wassan 
Prasant Vaidya proved that his 
speed and variation was superior 
to the others, though his line 
sometimes strayed towards leg 
slip Though the selectors hinted 
at their intentions by selecting 
Gopal Sharma to be the off spinner 
for the Rest of India side, they 
couldn’t have been too impressed 
The hunt for an off spinner is still 
on With Azharuddin favouring 
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Arshad Ayub and Ravi Shastn 
rating Sharma as the best, the 
selectors have a tough decision on 
hand What was on view at 
Bangalore—sans Kapil and 
Prabhakar and a leg spinner—was 
the best bowling in India And we 
are not impressed 

If the reasoning is, that people 
like Arun Lai are only capable at 
the domestic level and possess too 
many technical flaws to be 
successful at the international 
scene, then it is a very poor 
reflection on the bowlers we have 
If, with his so called ‘limited 
technique’, Arun Lai can lattle off 
hundr^s almost at will against 
our very best bowlers, then what 
chance do these same bowlers 
have against some of the best 
batsmen of the world who will 
shortly be visiting India this 
winter 

The new selection committee 
which meets at Delhi to select the 
team for the on*e and only Test 
against Sri Lanka will find that 
time for congratulations and 
felicitations are over It’s now time 
for the tough and thankless job of 
selecting 

If they decide to give a few 
younger players a chance to play 
against the lowly rated Lankans, 
then there is always the fear that 
India’s two year drought of Test 
victories will not end this winter 
The ball is in their court now 
Time, gentleman Play 

PHOTOGRAPHS CHANORAKANT RAO 
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STATHAM & TRUEMAN 


TALENT AND 

STYLE 

Twenty-five years after they last served their country, John Arlott 
salutes those great England fast bowlers Fred Trueman and Brian 

Statham 




I T is now 25 years 
since Fred Trueman 
and Brian Statham 
played in the same 
Test series for 
England—even 
then they did not play in 
any Test together. The 
great fast 

bowlers—Gregory and 
McDonald, Lindwall and 
Miller. Hall and Griffith. 
Lillee and Thomson—all 
hunted in pairs; and so 
did Trueman and 
Statham. 

A fast bowler 
essentially needs pace at 
the other end. Very few 
of the beat pairs were 
particularly similar, but 
Trueman and Statham 
were almost 

exaggeratedly different. 
They were similar in 
that they were both 
right-arm fast bowlers 
of high pace and deadly 
intent. There, however, 
similarity virtually 

Their upbringings 
were different. Statham 
came up quietly from 
Denton in Ijancashire, 
played for Stockport in 
the Central Lancashire 
League, where he did 
nothing remarkable, 
and went into the RAF, 
where his sports NCO, 
one Corporal Lazarus, 


recommended him to 
MCC. They, in their 
turn, advised him to 
contact Lancashire. He 
wrote there—they had 
just lost their Teat fast 
bowler, Dick 
Pollard—and, within a 
fortnight of reporting to 
the chief coach. Harry 
Makepeace, at Old 
Trafford, Statham was 
sent to play for the 
county against Kent. 

Trueman, on the other 
hand, suffered a groin 
injury as a schoolboy. 
Two schoolmasters 
maintained his interest 
in the game for a couple 
of seasons by 
encouraging him to 
keep score. At 14, 
leaving school, he 
became a coalminer like 
his father, and a fast 
bowler with the 
Roche-Abbey Club. 

At 18 he turned out in 
eight county games for 

which he was played to 
give England batsmen 
practice agsunst pace. 
Leaving the mines, he 
was taken into the RAF 
but was allowed 
opportunities for first 
class cncket. 

Overcoming troubles 
with dragging on 


delivery and the 
affliction of ‘stitch,’ he 
went steadily ahead. 

Trueman was 
thick-set, powerful, 5ft 
lOins tall, strong feet, 
legs and shoulders. He 


took a pitch-length 
run—sometimes, we 
might suspect, more, to 
increase the batsman’s 
panic more than from 
need. Elected Young 
Cricketer of the Year in 


Brian Statham 
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1952 by the Cricket 
Writers’ Club. Trueman 
strode the cricket stage 
with the air of a 
conqueror. It would be 
an understatement to 
say he enjoyed 
pubhcity—it was food 
and drink to him. He 
was. and remains, the 
fount of many stories, 
some of which even he 
admits are untrue, but 
he enjoys them, and so 
do his public. 

In 10 consecutive 
seasons between 1957 
and 1966 he took 100 
wickets or more. In 1960 
he took 175 at 13.98. In 
all, he took 2304 in 
first-class cricket, at 
18.29. When he took his 
300th Test wicket in 
1964 (Cowdrey caught 
Hawke off him at slip at 
The Oval) it was followed 
by an amazing 
histrionic performance. 

Undoubtedly, though, 
Trueman’s greatest 
moment in the public 
eye was in 1952 against 
India in his first Test 
when, with one wicket 
from Alec Bedser, he 
reduced India to O for 
four wickets in the first 
14 balls—unparalleled 
in Test cricket. 

Satisfying his eye to 
publicity, that was in 
Len Hutton’s first match 
as captain of England 
and on the Yorkshire 
groiuxd at Headingley. 
The match was 
broadcast, and it made 
Trueman—nicknamed 
’Fiery Fred’ by the 
E*res8—a national figure 
In less than an hour. 

In the same series, he 
took 8 for 31 at Old 
Trafford: that remains 
statistically his best 
bowling performance in 
Tests. He was, too, a 
swashbuckling batsman 
who, though his overall 
average was only 15.66, 
struck three centuries in 
Irst-olass cricket. 


Statham, for his part, 
was an almost retiring 
fast bowler; in essence, 
all accuracy and 
straightness; his 
maxim; ‘If they miss, I 
hit.’He took an 
undemonstrative 
17-yard run-in and 
delivered high if not 
quite fluently. 

His accuracy was such 
that no-one seems to 
remember him ever 
bowling a wide. Neither 
was he addicted to the 
bouncer. Once it was 
suggested to him that he 
should bowl one to a fast 
bowler who had hit Jim 
Laker. ‘No’, said 
Statham, ‘I’ll just bowl 
him out’. He did. 

The division of his 
wickets is quite 
amazing. Of the 2259, 
1059 were bowled and 
371 Ibw. For contrast, 
which is not derogatory, 
Trueman’s proportion is 
2304 wickets, 896 
bowled. 274 Ibw, but 
1115 caught. Statham, 
of course, also had a 
highly successful, if 
relatively brief, pace 
partnership with Frank 
’Tyson, especially in 
Australia in 1954-55. 

It should also be 
pointed out that his 
record for Lancashire is 
unparalleled. He played 
more Tests for England 
than any other 
Lancashire player; took 
more Test wickets, more 
wickets in tirst-class 
cricket, and most 
wickets for Lancashire; 
1816 

Fred and ‘George’ 
were partners and, 
whenever they played 
together, their ‘ 

companionship was 
evident. ’Trueman went 
ahead of Statham in the 
t^y of Test wickets, and 
‘George’ congfratulated 
him. 

At the end of the 1967 
season and a highly 













successful match 
against Yorkshire, 

Brian Statham retired 
from the first-class 
game. At the end of 1968 
Trueman left Yorkshire, 
but played in one-day 
matches for Derbyshire. 
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Statham disappeared 
from the first-class 
game. Trueman, as 
radio and television 
audiences will know, did 
not. 

In 1989 Statham, who 
had been sick and 
unemployed, found 
himself in financial 
difficulties; whereat 
Fred Trueman 
organised two 
testimonial dinners for 
him. Opposites they may 
have been and, indeed, 
they were but there was 
a common bond between 
them and, despite the 
stresses of the game, 
there was a bond that 
transcended sport. 

Wiadan CnckBt Monthly 




This week we start a 
new series presenting 
some of the best 
tennis writing from 
over the years. 


BY BUD COLLINS (SEP 1911) 




At the U.S. Open 1981, John 


Newcombe, 37 and Fred Stolle 


43, went straight from a beer bar 


to the doubles semifinals 


A LOST texuiis civilization called 
Australia was rediscovered 
momentarily when Fred Stolle. 43. 
took a fatherly interest in John 
Newcombe, 37, and dragged him 
from a Manhattan saloon long 
enough for the two of these rehcal to crash the 
semi-finals of the US Open men’s doubles at 
Flushing meadow 

While archaeologists assiduously sift the dust 
of Sydney for remains of the world conquerors 
and clues to the dechne and fall of the 
world-conquering AusMe Dynasty, a coui^e of 
missing links, Stolle and NSwoombe. were 
playing improbably fine tennis and upstaging 
numerous full-time pros at Flushing Meadow 

That should have been enough memory lane 
stuff Wasn’t this the US Open? Ahd weren’t tti* 
Old Hacker, Stolle, and the moustache Man of TV 
and magazine commercials, Nerwoomhe* over too 
humy hills by this tiihe? 

when we could play we didn’t play 
,’ said Stolle, who went to the Open > 
y to coach Vitas Qenilaitta and doTV 
taryforAu8traUa.lsntst^$|ii8^ili^ . 
Emerson for oM tin#f 

















iMiaivr o# teMnis mtnttk 


decided m>t (oo6txM. i»Olimre at« 
together/ I ' 

‘But*. aeidNewooihbei,hetwe0hgir6aitef!^c8a« 
dressing room ruliA^iiigr table, ‘don’t ^gntBoeton 
’70. Two against five, at Harvard, remember? 
Fred and t took on the U.S> five-man team, and 
won the World Cup fbr Australia. We won both 
doubles.' 

Yeah, but that was 1 i years ago, and 
Newcombe devotee hihu^ now to business 
enterprises and TV woi±. Newcombe won the US 
singles title m 1B67 and 1673, StoUe in 1666. 
Even though th^’ve lo]:^r since decided covering 
half a court was better tlW one. the thought of 
their scaling the douhtss jssmi-finalB seemed 
remote. 

‘They’ll show up in wheelchairs,’ scoffed Peter 
Fleming, the larger half oftheir semi-f. 
opponents, Wimbledon and US Open chimpr 


Newcombe interviews Stolle at the 
US Open 1981 



Fleming and John McEnroe. 

‘Cweful you don't get run over,* replied Stolle. 
‘rye been watching you, Film Flam, and you 
couldn't hit a bull In the ass with a handful of 
biickshot.’ 

So it has always been with that vanished race of 
tminlB supermen, the Aussies. 

As soon as they completed the 7-6,7-5,3-6,4-6; 
6-3 quarter-final victory over Wisconsinites Tcan 
Qullikson and Mike Cahill, Newcombe reverted to 
his role as a TV type A microphone was thrust 
into his hand by a CBS stage manager, and he 
began to interview Stolle. 

‘Fred, how does it feel for such an old fellow to 
be in the semi-finals of the“US Open?' 

Tt would feel a lot bloody better if I didn’t have 
to carry you for five eets, Newk.’ 

‘Well, how did you do it?’ 

‘I drank enough beer last night and it was 

hardly any trouble at 
all’ 

At first the 

quarter-final starting 
time, 11 a.m , seemed an 
impossible imposition 
for the 80-year-old team. 

Nme hours earlier 
StoUe auid Newcombe 
were practising their 
contmental grips on 
glasses at a bar room 
caUed Jim McMullen’s. 
The occasion was a 
pre-match victory party, 
but StoUe was growing 
restive. ‘Newk you’ve 
got to go to bed,’he 
.screeched in a fatherly 
tone. ‘We’re playing in a 
few hours ’ 

‘You go Fred, and 
sleep for both of us,' was 
the charaoteristicaUy 
Australian reply. 

Nevertheless StoUe 
got bis partner out of 
there, although when 
they showed for the 
match 10 minutes later, 
Newk’s eyes looked like 
a reflection of StoUe's 
ehorts-ared 
checkerboard pattern. 

‘Qawd, Fred, there's 
the sun. Where did tb^ 
come from’’ moaned 
Newk. 

‘It frequently appears 
at this time of the day, 
Newk-but we dott't,’ 
StoUe explained later. 



















QUESTIONS 

1 . Who said these 
famous lines, ‘to 
run, run a mile, for 
experience of another 
life run a marathon’? 

2 . Why was the 
venue for the 1908 
Olympics changed 
from Rome to 
London? 

3 . When was the 
Olympic flame lit 
up by a woman for the 
first time? 

4 . Which Olympian 
was popularly 
known as "nature’s 
attempt at an engine 
in boots’? 


5 . What were the 
mascots of the 
1988 Calgary Winter 
Olympics? 

6 . Name the actor 
who played the 
role of Jim Thorpe in 
a film that was based 
on the great athlete? 

7 . The first bout for 
the world heavy 
weight boxing title 
took place in 1892. 
Who were the 
contestants? 

8 . What is common 
in the terms 
‘gaminee’, ‘sanjivani’, 
‘amai^’ and ‘brahmini’? 

9 . Which tennis ' 
player is 
nicknamed 'the 
surgeon’? 


RATING TEST: 


MOVE 13; yott VrtnjiairtVf oar quit 
'Ham.- 

BrrWEEN 13jlN013. TOO WAROt 




■4 The English 
J. U soccer team in 
1966, after winning 
the World Cup 
celebrated their 
triumph by recording 
an album of 
pop-songs. Name the 
album. 

n . An Oscar 

winning movie, 
by a French director, 
focusses on a 


championship 
between an old 
Russian Grand 
Master and a young 
flamboyant Russian 
defector. Which movie 
is this? 


■4 . Which 

1. /^sportsperson 
had said, “I have to 
keep on winning 
because without my 





title I am nothing, I 
realise I am backing 
the entire Soviet 
system. Well it may 
sound impudent, but 
everything I have 
promised I have 
always done”. 

I Q. What is 

common among 
these famous English 
cricketers—Bob 
Woolmer, Colin 
Cowdrey, Douglas 
Jardine and Robin 
Jackman? 

^ ^. In the historic 
JL ^Test between 
Australia and West 
Indies, which ended 
in a draw, two 
batsmen scored 
centuries. One of 
them was Gary 
Sobers, who was the 
other? 

■4 pr . From which 
X O Indian game, 
did the English game 
Ludo orginate? 

•4 ^, During the 
X 0 1936 Winter 
Olympics a signboard 
was removed. Which 
signboard are we 
talking about? 

•4 ry. In the 1980 
X I jubilee Test at 
Bombay, between 
India and England, 
the second day was 
declared a rest day. 
Why was that done? 


■4 Q • In the 
X Ocricketing 
world what is known 
asthe‘‘I.Q”? 










TENNIS 

TRIVIA 



The biggest drawing 
card in tennis right now, 
according to Billie Jean 
King; 14-year-old Jennif¬ 
er Capriati. 

The “minus” TV Guide 
gave Capriati: “Possibil¬ 
ity of over-exposing her¬ 
self with too many en¬ 
dorsements.” 


The “plus” TV Guide 
magazine gave Capriati 
in its capsule analysis of 
her commercial appeal: 
“Youth and top-of the- 
line commercial man¬ 
agement (she earns $1.7 
million from endorse¬ 
ments annually).” 


Number of tickets sold 
in the first hour and a 
half for the 1S85 
Sweden-West Germany 
Davis Cup final in 
Munich: 33,000. 

Only athlete ever to 
have a street named 
after her in Paris: 
Suzanne Lenglen. 






Amount of money Stefan 
Cdharg received for 
playing *vith the Wilson 
Pro Staff racket from 
1803 to the 1990 U.S. 
Open: Nothing. 

What Yonex is paying 
16-year-old Monica 
Seles to use its wide- 
body racket: An esti¬ 
mated |2.2 million. 

Tennis player whom Los 
Angeles Times sports 
columnist Allan Mala-* 
mud called “one of the 
more* disappointing 
athletes of the century”: 
Nana Mandlikova. 






NUflibtr of timos that 
t954 ohampjoii Vic 
Sehtas, who {Hayed in 
the tf j5. Championships 
29 years, lost in the first 
rotind:1. 

What 1957-S8 Wifflbio< 
don and U.S. champion 
Aithea Gihson says reai 
champions need: “Fast 
feet and at ieast one 
great shot." 

Famous athiete who 
sent Ivan Lendl a bicy¬ 
cle: Tour de France 
champion Greg LeMond. 



The four athletes that 
Life magaaina recently 
chose among its 100 
“most infiuehtiai’’Amer¬ 
icans (d this century: 
Muhammad All. Jackie 
Robtason, Babe Ruth 
and BiWe Jean IUimi. 






Top players Who had 
Oeco Turf il courts built 
at their homes to prac¬ 
tice for the U.$. open: 
Ivan Lendl, Mats Wlian- 
der and Martina Havrati- 
iova. 

Spaed of Pete SamiWas’ 
fastest spfiond selva ip 
his 04, 6-3, 9-2 U. 
Open fhial triumph ovor 
AntWe Afl^ 109 aides 
per hour. 

V^y Olofw Bp% adto 
n^ Won ih« 
asm toaay he mwiini 

>1 a 


Ago at Which Stefano When Jimmy CdPnors 
Capriati had his daugh- thinks a tennis player 
ter Jennifer doing baby- reaches his peak; ’^At 28 
style situps: 0 months, or 29 years oid.“ 

Amount of “appearance How Hie Nastase once 
moneys that the inter- badmouthed tennis 
national Tennis Federa- administrators: “They 
Hon offered to Martina ere all between 69 and 
Navratitoya, who re- dead." 

Jealed lt, to compete at . . 

tin tW# Ftdtratiiiii Cup StelH.g rfi M cwt at 

iu Mtanti: $79,009. fffJH*.!!™ nhlS 


NumbOr of thnes that 
ton Thiac, Bwis teck^ 
aifr nuMwr* predi^ 
Boim (vi- 


Steffi Grafs escort at 
the 1989 Tennis ftaii m 
New York.v Donald 
Trump. 

‘ of star baseball 

S r Nolan Ryan’s 
i; 102 miles per 


Compiled by P»ul Fein 














^ s, ALL IN THE GAME 


A fishy theory 




Botham Walks... ^ 


Througrh hill and dale 
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I F you are an avid angler and are suile, 
there’a bad news for you. 

A salmon fisherman Hugh Falkoshha 
oomeup with a unique theory in last xqmWs 
isBueof Tifouti&Halmoin He sasw that Salmon 
areattractedby women and notby men. And 
we are not Just talking chout the male saimon.’^" 
Women will mvariably find it easier to oatqh , 
salmon because It Is a very peroeptlve fSsh: ym 
see the salmon is aware of the athradtive 
that the female exudes hy means of hie ftmahs 
pheromone 

The catching of ashnon in the lOaos, wb«i 
three salmon rsobrds wereestalrfiahedhy 
women have further fuel led tt^thecoy. But ' 
that was hidf a century ago, Xstbalemi^ > 

pberomoim losing its povi^ dnhiw ttfiAi|3imn‘ 
znasksd by other muaj^ehsmiosissudiatr*^*^ o-^J 
Christian Ihoreto.?Me%hinks^^hfio^^, 
tfb»3sy. Power to the meni J , 
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Sotijay Mcinjrekiir has not bcc?n arriofKjst tiio runs latolvs Is it ci loss of 
forni (.)f is ho not (nutivatcd S'u; hkjIi.■^ WfiutcvcT may lx: tl:e rocjson it 
seems tlsat Manjrekar keiovvs al,)out it uncj he Ionics up to tlx: picture of 
his late tvither in askance. DacJ in the [jicturc- st.-ems to show him the 

way. G>s) for it, Sun joy' 
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With over $100 
million to blow 
up, the big boys 
of Formula 
One are hoppiiig 
all over the 
world trying to 
recruit top 
drivers 
their tsam 


A 


vpeoulationt kv i&OX 
•rs already riiiet: WbjD 
wfiJauoc)eedA3rrt(Hi> 


Senna, who ann;ixM> 
the leeoZMvere* 
ohampionahm title 
danPei^l^imib 
Mdaieh-ilctt)tda7An(} 
the moat Inpoetaht 
^pieatkmv'a^uHR. > 


drive for whom 
The roller coaster 
wortd of F-j raolrig 
has a very seUotive 
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afteraflreak 
helicopter mishap. 
Forgetten are the 
gut-wrenching races 
and the miles of burnt 
rubber of the 1090 
season. The only topic 
of significance is the 
price tag of a 
champion driver. 

The F-1 market is 
hot these days and 
the world’s top 
motoring giants are 
vying with each other 
for top talent 


like Alain Frost, 
Ayrton Senna cmjd 
Nigel Mansell. 

In the modern-day 
F-l world,'the driver 
line-ups are similar to 
a game of musical 
chairs, the only 
difference is that 
there is no music just 
the rustle of millions 
of dollars. This 
hustlebustle starts at 
Hockenhiem in West 
Germany and by the 
time the P-1 circus hit 


Japan everybody was 
asking who is driving 
for whom? But as of 
today, nothing seems 
to be final. Only the 
six top teams have 
finalised their drivers 
and the rest of the 

Thierry Bouteen (In 
picture) Is very cut up 
about the way he has 
been dumped by the 
Wllllama Renault team- 
to make place for 
Mansell 



displayed in the 
motor racing show, 
windows. With over 
<$100 millioh toblow 
up« thp big boys ara 
b^stlf xig aropn^ t^ 
‘ gt^'ci^ing 


In modern day 
F-l. the driver 
line-ups are 
similar to a 
game of musical 
chairs, the only 
difference is 
that there is no 
miisivc, just the 
rustle of 
rooney... 


grid eu'e mere 
numbers. 

Ghampions 

' Mcl^iren-Honda were 
. the first to announce 
their iihe-ups. The jail 
dbihinating ; . 


Anglo-Japanese 
alliance have retained 
the services of their 
champion duo Ayrton 
Senpa and Gerhard 
Berger. An ideal 
combination of brute 
power, magical 
artistry and technical 
excellence. McLarens 
are again relying on 
Senna and Berger for 
their fourth 
consecutive 
constructor's title. 

The championship 
duo of Senna and 
Berger has cost the 
team $22 million with 
Senna taking away 
$15 million. 

McLaren knows that 
success doesn’t come 
cheap and the amount 
paid to Senna is the 
highest ever in the 
sport. Gossip on the 
circuit indicates that 
Senna’s threat to 
move to Ferreri 
clinched the deal for 
the Brazilian. Earlier 
this year he had said, 
“Money is not my 
priority. But to have 
the best engine and 
the best chassis is. I 
have experienced a lot 
of success with 
McLaren for which I 
am grateful. But 
things are so fast in 
F-l and the future is 
wide open for me.’’ 
Senna’s wielded 
threat worked, and he 
is $15 million richer. 

This year Ferrari 
showed its true 
colours and-came 
close to taking the 
championship. The 
high quality chassis 
and superlative 
engine power gave 
the I^ranello horses 
the best season ever. 
And the man 
instrumental for this 
is none other then 
three time world 
. champion Alain 









ProBt. Frost has been 
living well. 
However, the same 
oould not be said of 
his outgoing team 
mate Nigel Mansell. 
Ferrari have 
managed to replace 
Mansell with another 
very talented and 
upcoming star, Jean 
Alesi of France. In a 
short span of one and 
a half years, Alesi has 
emerged from the 
back of the grid to 
become the leading 
contender for the 
world championship. 

Ferrari’s grain has 
beenTyrell team’s 
loss as Alesi single 
handedly placed the 
team on the points 
tally. The Frenchman 
had earlier hinted at 
Joining the 
Anglo-French 
alliance of 
Williaras-Renault. 

The Oidiot-based 
team raised enough 
cash to release Alesi 
from Ken Tyrell only 
to see him being 
snatched away by 
Ferrari. The 
grapevine gossip 
indicates that the 
Italian team waved a 
blank cheque under 
Alesi’s nose who 
presumably said. 
“Where do I sign?” 
Ferrari have paid $ 5 
million for Alesi to 
the cash-starved 
TVrell team. 

With Alesi gone, 
Tyrell have run into 
.heavy weather as the 
team lineup turned. 
mediocre. Ken lyrell 
Signed up Stefano 
l!j|:pdeAa,a 
St-ysar-olditalian 
wl^ttiovea over from 
tlj^l^hrabham Judd 
tiMiila;ltewiUbe 




Mansell, who 
had been 
emphatic about 
retiring from 
the sport has 
proved that 
money can buy 
anything. His 
move has beeii 
the last straw as 
far as racing 
speculations 
are 

concerned... 


y^.,tfb!h^tin 
biliUaaiiSi^yens and a 
Hond^rftngine deal 
Nakajima 
gpt« f 1 million while 
ModeoA picks up 
hslf-a—ihilliondoQar- 
8. 

But the ino9t‘ 
surprising transfbr ' 
has been that of Nig^ 
Mansell from Ferriii - 
to , ‘ J 
Cannon-Wlliimha- 
Reimiilt. l^is is ^ 
toe^Wggsst-. • 


move of the season as 
Mansell, two months 
ago, had announced 
his retirement in an 
emotionally chargred 
post-race press 
conference at 
Silverstone. In an 
amazing about turn 
he now goes to 
Williams-Renault as 
the No. 1 driver, while 
ageing WEtf-horse 
Ricardo Fatrese will 
be his helmet carrier. 

BAansellwho had < ' 
beenemidiaiioabopit' 
retiring has proved! 
Uiat money can biqi! 
anything. His move 
has been the last i 
straw; aa far «is racing., 
“ speculationaate ' 
concerned. Says 
Frank WUliams, the 
team owner,.“We are 
very (q)timi8tic that- - 
Nigel and Ricardo, , ■ ), 
plus a renewed push 
from Williams and;,. ! 

Renault, will g^ 
tbs front next ^, 

The iD^ in | 

whole■- ' 

•Manae4,WiU|imy»',v}^f 

drama lida been the. 


Thierry Boutsen, who 
after two spectacular - • 
eeasona with a class A 
team has now moved 
down the order to join 
the struggling 
Ligier-Fcmd team. 
Mansell’s move ^ 
Cannon-Williams has 
resulted in Boutsen 
getting the boot 
despite registering 
three wins in the last 
two seasons. Many 
would remember that 
ha drove his 
sputtering FU-138 to 
a third GP win of his 
career. Boutsen who 
normally doesn’t lose 
his temper is pretty 
cut-up about the way 
Frank Williams has 
treated him and says, 

"I have one win and a 
string of second place 
finishes this year. 

What else do I have to 
do to justify my place 
in the team. This is 
unfair.” On the other 
hand, Williams 
defends his decision 
by saying. “With 
Nigel, the way he 
drives we have a . 
positive 
championship 
. potehtlal. I am sorry ' 
to lose Thierry this 
way." 

On Williams, 

, .Mcardo Fatrese stays 
the No. 3 driver. 
jC^tfihe years . 

proved to 

' Mid^insidere 
! u^thedeoi^onto 
'ret{dxi Fatrese is . 

. jppUtioally and 
^^9pmioa|]y 
'ibOthmied; According ' 
"tottoP*! graimltae,... 
Ren^thasastrong ' 
.maiSetinllalyandlif. . 
.^'tiwZfaliahhadbean' 

^1i«^.heen diski^lir^. 







THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 
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From the prone position 


Making contact 
with the opponent’s 
arm with 
the sole of the 
right foot 


Trap your 
opponent’s front 
foot between your 
right and left 
leg and with a 
scissor action bring 
him down 


■ .'S 







Move your right leg In a 
circular motion from the 
outside to the Inside 


F *R0M theyoko giri we 
move onto the soto 
mnwashi giri from the 
prone position 
Use your right foot to 
make the knife edge and 
then move it in a 
circular motion from the 
outside to the inside 
making contact with the 
opponent’s arm with the 
sole of your foot, to 
divert the attack. 

As your foot comes 
down the left leg and the 
right leg are in a crossed 
^sition. Trap your 
opponent's front leg and 
using a scissor action 
bring him down. ’The left 
leg which was on the 
ground should be placed 
near the ankle and the 
right leg should come 
up close to the knee joi nt 
to execute this action. 

By ttilvaU Ganguly 
Kyakiiahinkaikan Harata 

PHOrOOnA^H* PAMANBHAlLA 
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F IP’A indwci has its own characteristic way of 
anla^ln^^ people by taking' decisions that often 
range from the bitterly controversial to the 
utterly hi(hcrou,s Believe it nor not, the 
internal lonal copyright holders ot socc er have 
now awarded the glamourous and liercely fought 
Copa America - the South American 
Championship.s to Chile, even though the 
country's own national team cannot take part in 
it becau,se of a ban And ^he reason for doing this 
favour to Chile is ju.st ruliculous 
After the decision was announced recentlv. it 
was widely lielieve d in soccer’s knowledgeable 
quarters that the move was meant to toinpmisate 
Chile for heavy sanctions KIKA had imposed after 
the scandalous World Cup qualifier against 
Brazil last year, where goalkeeper Kobei t Kojas 
shammed injury after firecrackers had landed 
from the stands 

The sanctions included Chil(‘’s suspension f i oin 
international competition organised by FIFA 
until the 1994 World Cup finals 



I talia or rather England’s impressive showing 
there has brought about a spectator boom in 
English football Football attendances are 
registering at their steepest late since the 
England World Cup triumph in 1966 Three 
• months on fi'om England’s appearance in the 
semi finals of Italia '90, first division crowds have 
risen b,y 13.8 per cent on last year, and if the 
improvement is maintained total gates should 
approach a mind boggling nine million mark this 
seas ion 

Better still, the English FA’s decision to return 
to a 22-club first division next session, experts 
predict will make sure that spectator interest is 
augmented even fun her. 

No wonder England’s football top guns are 
relieved to see a new glory of hope at the end of a 
long tunnel of falling gates, mediocre soccer, 
football Association infighting and above all, the 
relentless plague of soccer hooliganism. Says Bill 
Fox, the president of the Football League. “We’ve 
turned the corner. The game is once again 
surging forward. Obviously, it is largely due to 
England’s success in the World Cup...” 


F or Berti Vogts those 90 uncertain moments 
were sheer nervous agony. After the heady 
hours of Italia ’90, this wais the first match West 
Germany were playing, with Vogts having 
stepped into the shoes of his phenomenally 
successful predecessor Franz Beckenbauer. 
Vogts was constantly aware that however his 









team pei formed the showing would almost 
inevitably be compai ed against the Woi Id Cup 
successes of Beckenbauei s woi Id beaters And 
hence when it all came to an end with West 
Oer many having drawn 1 1 with Poi tugal Vogts 
was not quite sui e about how to i eact Deep down 
he must ct i tainly have felt somwhat ielaxed At 
le ist the 1 I scoieline was c ei tainly a bettei deal 
than what fate had in stoic foi Fian?- 
IJeckenbauei on his debut mate h as Gei many s 
managei Ai gent in t beat the mighty Gei mans 
i 1 ill then own backyard 
I he new managei howcvei did not fail to 
expiesb his dissatisfaction with the pei foiinance 
of some playci s although he found a valid 
excuse The Italian exiles lacked competitive 
match piactu e bee ause then championship was 
not due to stai t for anothei 11 days he said 


C ameroon woke up from its Woi Id Cup dream 
with a jolt all too soon when the sc nsation of 
Italia 90 failed to live up to their newly acquired 
reputation in two medicx ie perfoi niances at the 
start of the ciuahfying rarnpaign for the African 
Nations Cup finals to be held in Senegal in 1992 
Despite being drawn in the easiest of the eight 
qualifying gioups against Guinea Mali and 
Siei 1 e Leone Camei oon could manage only two 
points from their first two games both 1 1 
And how depressing in fact shocking it must 
have been to Camei oonians whe n in the 
welcome back from Italy game at home against 
Mall the celebrated Camei oon World Cupper s 
failed to win a home match for the fust time since 
their opening World Cup qualifying match 
against Angola two years ago 
And unbelievable though it may sound Mali s 
remarkable feat against a team with five World 
Cup squad members present was repeated two 
weeks later in Fi eetowri 
In the other encounter Sierra I^eone took a 
point off Cameroon in a sloppy match on a muddy 
pitch after kgeping the World Cuppers on 
tenterhooks till late in the second half when 
Cameroon managed a reply to what seemed like 
an early winner for Sierra Leone 


T he turbulent relationship between Diego 
Maradona and his Italian club Napoli has once 
again erupted It seems Diego Maradona actually 
wants the club and its authorities to meekly kneel 
down before him and surrender all their rights of 



decision making and function at his beck and 
call 

He also seems to want to do his own tlung 
regardless of the c lub s intei ests and spoi t uig 
commitments an attitude once again likely to 
put him on a warpath with the club big shots The 
latest conflict began when Diego Mar adona 
infuriated his club bosses by decling to play in the 
Champions Cup match against Spai tak Moscow 
of the USSR just for no tangible reasons at 
all except that he was not in the i ighi mrxid 
The 30 years old Argentina soccer genius did not 
turn up to join the team when it flew to Moscow 
for the crucial second leg match in the USSR 


E ven as Austrian football is suffering a severe 
talent drought inter national sti iker And i eas 
Ogris has left FK Austria for the newly prompted 
Bspanol Barcelona in Spam registering a i tcoi d 
£1 8 million transfer fee Ogris became the 
second big star to leave the country sine e the 
World Cup following Gerhard Roda who joined 
Atletico Madrid While experts and football 
conno i&seurs saw his departure as a bitter blcfW to 
the nsing hopes for Austrian football the only 
solace that FK Austria could derive f i om the 
event was the massive financial gam which put 
the club’s name on the histoi y books foi a 
landmark money transaction for player ti ansfer 










Miandad Joins 
The 8,000 Club 

When he scored 13 in the second innings of the Third Test against New Zealand on 30 October, 
1990, captain Javed Miandad became the first Pakistani and the fifth batsman in the world to reach the 
8,000-runs landmark after Sunil Oavaskar of India (10,122) runs, Allan Border of Australia (8,701 runs), 
Qeoff Boycott of England (8,114 runs), and Sir Qarfieki Sobers of the West Indies (8,032 runs) The 
Pakistani capWn has now become the fourth highest run-getter in Tests 


Strlss 

Cemtm 

Test 

hmlags 


Anraga 

Highest 

IN 

M 

1976-77 

New Zealand 

3 

5 

1 

504 

126 00 

206 

2 

1 

1976-77 

Australia 

3 

5 

0 

148 

29 60 

64 

0 

2 

1976-77 

West Indies 

1 

2 

0 

3 

1 50 

2 

0 

0 

1977-78 

England 

3 

5 

3 

262 

87 33 

88* 

0 

3 

1978 

England 

3 

5 

0 

77 

15 40 

39 

0 

0 

1978 

India 

3 

5 

3 

357 

178 50 

154 

2 

1 

1978-79 

New Zealand 

3 

5 

2 

297 

99 00 

160* 

1 

1 

1978-79 

Australia 

2 

4 

1 

183 

61 00 

129* 

1 

0 

1979-80 

India 

6 

11 

1 

421 

42 10 

76 

0 

4 

1979-80 

Australia 

3 

4 

1 

181 

60 33 

106* 

1 

0 

1980 

West Indies 

4 

7 

0 

230 

32 85 

60 

0 

3 

1981-82 

Australia 

3 

5 

0 

205 

41 00 

79 

0 

2 

1982 

England 

3 

6 

1 

178 

35 60 

54 

0 

2 

1981-82 

Sri Lanka 

3 

5 

0 

176 

35 20 

92 

0 

1 

1982-83 

Australia 

3 

3 

0 

176 

58 66 

138 

1 

0 

1982-83 

India 

6 

6 

1 

594 

118 80 

280* 

2 

1 

1983 

India 

3 

3 

0 

225 

75 00 

99 

0 

3 










1983-84 

Australia 

5 

9 

0 

302 

33.55 

131 

1 

1 

1984 

India 

2 

2 

0 

50 

25.00 

34 

0 

0 

1984-85 

New Zealand 

3 

6 

2 

337 

84.25 

104 

2 

1 

1984-85 

New Zealand 

3 

5 

0 

138 

27.60 

81 

0 

1 

1985-86 

Sri Lanka 

3 

3 

1 

306 

153.00 

203* 

1 

1 

1985-86 

Sn Lanka 

3 

4 

0 

63 

15.75 

36 

0 

0 

1986 

West Indies 

3 

6 

0 

176 

29 33 

76 

0 

1 

1986-87 

India 

4 

7 

1 

302 

50.33 

94 

0 

4 

1987 

England 

5 

5 

0 

360 

72 00 

260 

1 

1 

1987 

Endland 

3 

3 

0 

88 

29 33 

65 

0 

1 

1988 

West Indies 

3 

5 

0 

282 

56 40 

114 

2 

0 

1988 

Australia 

3 

5 

0 

412 

82 40 

211 

2 

0 

1989 

New Zealand 

2 

2 

0 

389 

194.50 

271 

2 

0 

1989 

India 

4 

5 

0 

279 

55.80 

145 

1 

1 

1990 

Australia 

3 

5 

0 

190 

38.00 

65 

0 

2 

1990 

New Zealand 

3 

4 

0 

150 

3V.50 

55 

0 

1 



107 

162 

18 

8041 

55.84 

280* 

22 

39 



How Miandad 
reached the 
8,000 runs 
landmark 


i,oocr 

2,000 

3,000 

4,000 

5,000 

6,000 

7,000 

8,000 


Runs In 
Runs In 
Runs in 
Runs in 
Runs in 
Runs in 
Runs in 
Runs in 


14 Tests 
24 Tests 
39 Tests 
53 Tests 
68 Tests 
86 Tests 
95 Tests 
107 Tests 


His runs against each country: 




★ SflOrMnsmaStriss 

504 vs New Zealand, 76-77, Playing three Tests 
594 vs India, 82-83, Six Tests 

ir 300 rans In OirseTsst's Series 

337 vs New Zealand, 84-85 senes 
306 vs Sn Lanka, 85-86 senes 
357 vs India, 1978 series 
412 vs Australia, 1968 series 
389 vs New Zealand, 1989 series 

★ Hit centuries 

163, 206, 154*. 100, 160*, 129*. 106*. 138, 126, 280*. 131, 104, 103*, 203*. 260, 114, 102, 211, 
107, 118, 271, 145 

★ Half centuries 

85, 54, 64, 71,88*. 61. 63*. 81.76. 64, 52. 50. 50,60. 57, 79, 62, 92. 54. 52. 85. 99, 66, 60, 60. 58. 79, 63, 
76, 94.54, 63*. 50, 75, 65, 78, 65. 52, 55 


Compiled by Marlprasad Cbattopadhyay 













WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


1990 

World Chess Championship 

New York City ^ 





fUtHfCiamMl 


m I APOLEONsaidof 

■ I chess; “It is too 

■ I difficult for a game 
, 1 I and not serious 

'‘W:'. ^ .1 enough for a 
HlililMBM science" There are 
newspapers that have been 
ceirrying reports of the world 


The victor will have the world at his feet and the I °^uub^e^ 
loser will have to spend some sleepless nights. All I SieSlSto*^ 
this is done across a table, slowly and in silence... I concept and 

converted into f'S 
intellectual 

chess championship, taking place i property—on all this 


between Gary Kasparov and 
Anatoly Karpov, on the 
newspages, not in the sports 
section. Is it not, then, a sport? 

“All the insights, noble 


immense body of intellectual 
values the [player] plays like an 
organist on an 
organ.. .Theoretically this 
instrument is capable of 


thoughts and works of art that the reproducing in the Game the 


human race has pitxiuced in its 


entire intellectual content of the 






Said Boris Spassky: 

feel each other. 
They have a deep, 
deep knowledge of 
each other. They know 
each other like a man 
and a woman who 
have been living 
together for 25 years.” 


umverse 

That IS Hermann Hesse, m The 
Glass Bead Game, is thus how 
chess people see their own g'ame*^ 
"f There was a large crowd 
gathered at the Hudson Theatre 
on 44th Street to witness the latest 
joust m this eternal combat 
between the two great masters of 
the Game of Games a large crowd 
and slightly odd one We had a 
distinctly long-hair atmosphere a 
gn^at number of oddly-formed 
beards and spectacles There was a 
superficial layer of conscious 
eccentricity, and a deeper stratum 
of the kind of unselfconscious 
oddness that thinks it is really 
perfectly sane—that everybody 
else IS mad 

There are similarities m these 
worlds each seeks an intellectual 
perfection in which all ends 
finally meet All these worlds 
operate on a remote and difficult 
plane 

These worlds have very 
different aims Music ^ks 
beauty and meanmg 
Mathematics and computmg 
seeks an abstract perfection, an 
ultimate solution Mathematics is 
the clear, distilled essence of pure 
thought 

But not chess Chess is 
confrontation And here, despite 
the impossible intelligence of it 
all, a sportswnter is on very 
familiar territory “Chess is like 
war on a board,” said Bobby 
Fischer (remember him*^) “The 
object 18 to crush the other man’s 
mind I like to see ’em sqmrm ” 

We have already moved a fair 
distance from abstract punty 
Chess people talk less about the 
Indian Defence and the Piano 
Opening than about personahties 
"He just can’t dehver the knockout 




Kasparov and Karpov in happier times 



blow ” “He’s miming scared ’’ 
"Kasparov IS all over him ’ 
“Kasparov is so strong, so 
dominant Karpov is always 
afraid of him ’’ 

It seems that these two have 
never ceased to play against each 
other "One of the great rivalries 
of history Lake Ah and Frazier ” 
Their hfetime score stands at 70 
Vi to 67 Va to Kasparov That’s an 
awful lot of games an awful lot of 
hours across the table of silence 
They first met m 1984 Karpov 
had been world champion since 
1975, when Fischer refused to 


Their lifetime score 
stands at 70 V 2 to 67 V 2 
to Kasparov. That’s an 
awful lot of games: an 
awful lot of hours 
across the table of 
t silence 


defend and was stripped of his 
title Kasparov was the young 
shootmg star, but Karpov 
retained his title after FIDE the 
International Chess Federation 
cancelled the match after 48 
games They were worried about 
the physical health and 
psychological stability of the 
players 

Kasparov on a mn of three 
successive wins at the time, was 
furious But he beat Karpov the 
following year to become the 
youngest ever world champion at 
22 Kasparov, said Robert Byrne 
of the New York Times “has made 
his meteoric career out of lyrical, 
astonishing tactical twists’ In 
perfect contrast, Karpov is a man 
of method and minutia We have, 
if you like, Alex Higgins and Steve 
Davis, or John McEnroe and Bjorn 
Borg classic sporting archetypes 

But this rivalry has a special 
bitterness and mtensity about it 





It has no relief in physical action: 
all is relegated to these long, 
intense five-and-a-half-hour 
sessions of maniacal 
concentration. “It is not necessary 
for them to look at each other," 
said Spassky, who is in New York 
as a guest analyst. “They feel each 
oQier. They have a deep, deep 
ledge of each other. They 


know each other like a man and a 
woman who have been living 
together for 25 years ” 

Kasparov won it in 1985, with a 
devastating victory in the final 
game. They played again in 1986, 
again in 1087. In this year, 
Karpov would have won—but a 
desperate, melodramatic bungle 


Kaspmvtsf^c 
to have 
*^Kar|iov io 

uasui^ if a move fro^ 
his opponent 8 
mistake-or pact of a . 
plan heucannot see.*’ 


in the final game allowed 
Kasparov a draw, enough to keep 
the title. 

Now they are contesting the 
championship in New York and 
later in Lyons, France, playing 
the best of 24 games. Kasparov is 
reckoned to have the edge; 
“Karpov no longer trusts his 
vision, his understandmg of the 
game,” one observer said. 
“Sometimes he is unsure if a move 
from his opponent is a 
mistake—or part of a plan he 
cannot see.” 

Ah, but watch the eyes. There 
came a stage in the last game 
when, repeatedly, Karpov’s eyes 
started to flicker to those of his 
opponent and back. Again and 
again, that curious flicker: he 
could not take his eyes of that 
enthralling sight: that of the 
maverick master reduced to the 
proportions of a man. Kasparov 
had blundered. Quite clearly he 
had blundered. This was no plan, 
this was disaster. 

Kasparov never raised his eyes 
from the board, staring 
unbehevably at the ruins of his 
game, so pedantically laid out in 
front of him. And Karpov could sit 
still no longer; he rose to his feet 
'and paced about the stage like a 
predator. He was clearly in the 
middle of a huge adrenalin surge. 

Then Kasparov reached out his 
hand to move a piece—and 
an&tohed it back. He sat in naked 
indecision. 

All that Kasparov could do was 
to avoid resigning in public. The 
session ended, and Kasparov 
resigned overnight. Once again 
they would meet in silent, 
motionless combat, seeking the 
pure essence of all confrontational 
events—to crush the other man’s 
mind. 
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Shoalb Mohammed celebrates with 
Javed Miandad* 

PAKISTAN-BOWLING 


Martin Crowe was the only Kiwi who 
managed to salvage some respect 
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Mom Waqar lock nvan ailekals In an mnlnga conaacubvaly al Uhora and 
Fatoalabad aa wan aa lan wkAata in lhaaa maichat 


Complied by Ravi Kant Srivastava 
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At 


A t Sialkot 6n the 
6 th of November, 
when the stumps 
were drawn for the 
last time, two emotions 
reigned supreme in the 
mind of Kiwi skipper, 
Martin Crowe. 
Exasperation and relief. 

Exasperation, because 
his team had lost the 
rubber—both the Test 
and one day—in so 
docile a manner that it 
was not even remotely 
funny. True, that they 
had gone to Pakistan, 
minus six of their top 
players. True, that 
Wasim Akram (initially) 
and Waqar Younis 
were in devastating 
form. True, that the 
green pitches prepared 
in Pakistan aided the 
home pace attack. True 
again, that a few 
umpiring decisions 
went against the 
visitors. 

But the series could 
not claim even a single 
well-contested match. 
Javed Miandad and his 
team wrapped up the 
senes with such 
ridiculous ease that the 
New Zealand team were 
made to look like a 
bunch of blokes playing 
cricket on the beach. 

Relief, because the 
nightmare was, at last, 
over. While the series 
was on there was still a 
glimmer of hope. An 
outside chance that the 
next game could be won. j 


Before the series 
began Waqar 
Younis was another 
just another 
run-of-the mill fast 
bowler from a 
country that can 
boast of some big 
names in that 
department. By his 
more than 
consistent 
performance he has 
proved that he was 
not just a flash in the 
pan. 
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Martin Crowe must have 
spent many sleepless 
nights in hotel rooms, 
racking his brains for 
that elusive combination 
or strategy. He must be 
a relieved man now that 
it’s all over. All that 
remains is the pain and 
the anguish of defeat. 
Humiliation, too bitter 
to even conceive of. 

The series spawned 
j another bitter man and 
he was none other than 
the veteran workhorse 
of Pakistan, Abdul 
Qadir. Qadir who has 
played the role of an 
anchorman in the first 
two Tests, was aghast 
when he foiuid that he 
had been dropped from 
the third Test and the 
subsequent one-day 
internationals,. 

Replacing him was 
Tauseef Ahmed, who 
incidentally, was 
, dropped after the first 
’ Test. Countering reports 
that he was utiiit, Qadir 
said, **1 am fully dt. 
Unfortunately I fell 
victim to politics. ” He 
went on further to add, 

“I think it was all 
pre-planned. I have 
plenty pf things on my 
mind but at the moment 


I will not say anything 
because the guest team 
is touring the coxmtry. 
Soon I will mention the 
names of those 
hypocrites who brought 
the dirty game of 


I 


pohtics in cricket, to 
destroy the fabric of the 
Pakistan cricket team." 
At least, as far as 
lambasting the Pakistan 
Cricket Board is 
concerned, Imran at last 
has competition. 

With Wasim Akram 
recuperating in London 
from a groin injury and 
Abdul Qadir not 
playing, the first 
one-day match at last 
looked like an 
opportunity for the 
Kiwis. Pakistan put in to 
bat, after having lost the 
toss notched up a total of 
196 for eight wickets in 
40 overs. The only star 
in the Pakistan horizon 
that day, till then, was 
the left banded opener 
Saeed Anwar amassed 


Martin Crowe and Javed 
Miandad take some time 
off to answer the Press 



While the series was 
on there was still 
glimmer of hope. An 
outside chance that 
the next game could 
be won. Martin 
Crowe must have 
spent many 
sleepless nights in 
hotel rooms 
thinking of that 
elusive combination 
or strate^. He must 
be a relieved man 
now that it's ail 
over. Ail, that 
remains is the pain 
and anguish of 
defeat. 


101 runs from 115 
deliveries. Eventually he 
was to become the man 
of the match. Morrison 
claimed the vital wickets 
of Saeed Anwar, Shoaib 
Mohammed and Salim 
Yousuf, to become once 
again the highest 
wicket-taker for the 
tourists. Martin Crowe 
and Watson managed a 
wicket each. 

For Martin Crowe it 
seemed one great 
opportunity to save hie 
hide. But the dream 
became a nightmare 
when Salim Malik, of all 
persons, just ripped 
through the New 
Zealand batting line-up 
with five wickets for just 
35 runs. The first ten 
overs of the Kiwi 
innings just saw 30 
measly runs on the 
scorecard. Once opener 
David White was out, 
caught Anwar, bowled 
Elabi, the wickets 
started falling like nine 
pins. Martin Crowe with 
20 runs was the highest 
scorer for the tourists. 

10 overs, and 77 runs 
remained for New 
Zealand to salvage some 
pride, but then 
wicket-keeper Salim 






Yousuf brought off three 
superb stuxnpings to 
pack up the match. 

By the time the teams 
reached Peshawar for 
the 2nd one-dayer, the 
people had enough. 

They were tired and 
frustrated at the 
standard of play meted 
out by the tourmg team. 
But why they made 
Mark Qreatbatch the 
brunt of their boredom 
remained an unsolved 
puzzle. Oreatbatch 
fielding on the boundary 
was pelted with empty 
bottles and Martin 
Crowe led his team in a 
walk-out, that held up 
plagr for half an hour. 


New Zealand had the 
best chance of all In the 
first one-dayer but Salim 
Yousuf with three 
stumpings crushed the 
Kiwi hopes 

Batting first the 
visitors could only pile 
up a meagre 127. Waqar 
Younis once again had 
the Kiwis rueing their 
luck, taking 5 wickets 
for 11 runs in just 6.4 
overs. Saeed Anwar with 
a swashbuckling 67 and 
Rameez Raza who 
remained unbeaten on 
50 skittled the last iota 
of hope of the New 
Zealanders. Pakistan 
reached the target in 


just 29.1 overs, losing 
only the wickets of 
Saeed Anwar and Sahm 
Malik. 

Before the series 
began Waqar Yuma was 
just another nm-of-the 
mill fast bowler from a 
country, that can boast 
of some big names in 
that department. By his 
more than consistent 
performance he proved 
that he was not justa 
flash m the pan. Once 
again in the ultimate 
match he was the Sword 
of Damocles that just 
sliced through the New 
Zealanders leaving them 
stranded, high and dry. 
He grabbed 6 wickets 


“1 think it was all 
pre-planned. I have 
plenty of things on 
my mind but at the 
moment I will not 
say anything 
because the guest 
team is touring the 
country. Soon I will 
mention the names 
of those hypocrites 
who brought the 
dirty game of 
politics in cricket to 
destroy the fabric of 
the Pakistan cricket 
leam."Abdul Qadir 
after being dropped 
from the team. 


(lus second 5 wicket 
haul ui the one-day 
series) for just 16 runs. 

The hosts piled up a 
massive 223 for two in 
their 40 overs with 
Rameez Raja scoring a 
delectable 114, before be 
was run out. Saeed 
Anwar hit a breezy 65 
before departing. 

In the other 

department of the game 
the hosts were equally 
dominant and bade the 
tourists good bye in just 
25 overs, with 118 on 
the board. Mansoor 
Elahi and Ijaz Ahmed 
took 3 and 2 wickets 
respectively. 

The end of the Series 
saw a rejuvenated 
Pakistan captain, 
confident of taking on 
the West Indies. After 
the intoxicating series of 
victories against the 
Kiwis, the Pakistan 
team is sxirely high on 
morale, but the matches 
against the West Indians 
are going to be no 
cakewalk. 

Martin Crowe and Javed 
Miandad both would 
certainly agree to the 
concept that some 
things in life cannot be 
explained only 
experienced. 












SUB-JUNIOR NEHRU HOCKEY 








The Serious Boys 
Of Sundergarh 


I HAVANI 

Shanker Hig^h 
School, 
Sundergarh, 
(Orissa) started 
playing hockey 
serioiisly only three 
years ago. In 1989, they 
p>articipated in their 
f ' first outstation 
toiurnament, the 
sub-Junior Nehru 
hockey toiimament and 
lost in the semi-finals. 
And a year later the 
Oiissa school, adopted 
by the sports Authority 
of India (SAl), won the 
1990 sub-jvinior Nehru 
tournament for 
under-15 boys. In the 
final, they upset the 
holders St. Ignatius HS, 
Oumla 5-4 via the 
tie-breaker. The match 
ended in a 1-1 draw. 

Credit for this 
J achievement should be 
given to coach Ajay 
Kumar Bansal of the 
SAI. He has coached the 
Siindergarh school for 
three years. And his 
wards played modem 
hookey. They played in 
a 1-2-4-3 formation. 
Lanky Dilip Tirkey, 
whose father was a 
former Orissa State 
player excelled in the 
unusual position of 
sweeper-back. Coach 
Bansal said, “My players 
are very dedicated but 
slightly slow in 
understanding tactics 
due to their 

background. AU of them 
come from mediocre 
socio-economic families 
and hockey is the only 
chance for upward 
social mobility for them:' 
Bignifioantly, St. 


f 






Ignatius and third 
placed Udai Pratap Inter 
college are all SAI 
adopted schools. 
IftlukaruJlah of the SAI 
said, “Most of the 
hockey players in these 
schools are from the 
National Sports Talent 
Contest (NOTC) schemes 
for under 1 2 years of 
1985-86. We have 
monitored their 
progress regularly and 
are glad they are 
showing results. The 
SAI adopted schools 
have won the sub-jimior 
Nehru toxirnament since 
the last three years.” 

The tournament was 
sponsored by Hindustan 
Antibiotics with a total 
prize money of Rs. 
2,31,000. The Nehru 
hockey organisers made 
a significant change in 
the distrlimition of prize 




m 
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I The victorious Bhavani 
Shankar HS boys with 
the trophy 

money this year. 

Explaining the 
rationale of the change 
ex-Olympian Nandy 
Singh said, “The prize 
money intended for the 
institution was given 
only to non-sports and 
non-SAI adopted 
schools. It was felt that 
these schools already 
get an annual grant of 
Rs. 50,000 for 
development of sports. 
We want to encourage 
hockey amongst other 
schools?’ 

This was good 
thinking by the Nehru 
tournament committee. 
The Sundergarh school 
got Rs. 40,(XX) to be 
shared amongst the 
players. The ruimers-up 
got Rs. 24,000, third 


placed Udai Pratap Inter 
College Rs. 16,000 and 
fourth placed Sports 
College. Lucknow Rs. 
8,000. This was another 
good innovation by the 
tournament committee 
as in previous years only 
the winners and 
runners-up received 
prize money. Now more 
players get financial 
rewards. 

The schools which 
benefited were 
Birsamunda Vidyapith, 
Rourkela, Orissa and 
Lairikyengbam Leiki Hs 
of Manipur which got 
Rs. 40,000each and the 
Union Academy Delhi 
and Zambawk HS Aizwal 
(Mizoram) got Rs. 

30,000 each. The Anup 
Trophy for the best 
disciplined team went to 
RLMC, Dehra Dun. 
NovyKafMdla,DeN 








HE world’s fastest feud will be reK>pened 
H some time next year. Carl Lewis and Ben 
H Johnson will fly down the narrow 

H corridors of a 100-metres running track in 

an attempt to settle a score that dates back 

_ even before that fateful race in the Seoul 

Olympics two years ago. 

They were rabid rivals in the years that led up 
to the infamy of Johnson’s disqualification after 
he had left Lewis one and a half yauds in his 
wake. And there was no condemnation shrUler 
than Lewis’s when the victor’s deception was 
discovered. ■ 

The next time they race will not be for Olympic 
gold but for a less glorious E1 million. There will 
'f be more at stake however, than money more than 
the lost pride of Johnson or even the indignant 
vengeance of Lewis. I'hey will be racing to restore 
some perspective to the war against drugs in 
sport. 

“The world”, said Lewis “wants me to kick his 
behind.’ 

The tiny and insignificant part of the world 
that occupies this strip of newsprint wants 
nothing of the sort. What is wanted in this sliver 
of civilisation is a victory for Johnson. 

This sentiment stems not from any dislike of 
Lewis, although the temptation is strong. The 
pony-tail he wore, the diamond ear-stud, the 
flashy embroidery on his collar and the 
arroganoe of his manner and utterances are not 
contributory factors. Flamboyance is the 
prerogpative of the sporting hero. 

But in his crusade against dimgs, and anabolic 
steroids in particular, Lewis is in danger of 
becoming their top salesman. He is loudly 
convinced that they, and nothing else, were 
responsible for his comprehensive defeat on that 
Olympic day. 

And if he beats Johnson sotmdly in their next 
meeting he will have proved the point. Yes, 
steroids can win you an Olympic gold medal. 

My previously expressed contention that 
steroids are not all they are cracked up to be has 
brought much outrage upon my head, some of it 
from very important people in the athletic world. 
And the medical gents brought forward as 
witnesses have been similarly abused for 
questioning the performance-enhancing 
qualities of steroids. 

To those who occupy this most crowded 
bandwagon any dissenter is immediately labelled 
a supporter of drug abuse. So hyped up are they 
on the moral glory of it all, it is like arguing with 
alynehmob. 

If all this publicity-seeking energy was 
ohaimelled into a more realistio assessment of the 
drug threat to sport; we would be less prone to the 
hysteria that helps perpetuate the steroid myth. 



Steroids are one of the most common group of 
drugs in medical use today-the contraceptive pill 
is a steroid-and could do without the false 
reputation. 

There was yet another call for the unauthorised 
possession of steroids to be made illegal—as if 
that woxxld make them less attractive to 
impressionable young sports persons willing to 
try anything that might improve them. 

The dangers of steroid misuse were 
highlighted recently in the inquest on 
bodybuilder Tom Hawk, whose death at 21 was 
directly attributed to his obsessive use of steroids, 
and this was leapt upon by the anti-steroid gang 
as justification for their crusade, as if steroid 
misuse was in any way different from an aspirin 
overdose. 

What was not so widely reported at the time 
was the statement from Robin Northcote, the 
consultant cardiologist concerned in the case, 
who said; ’Athletes believe, and I believe 
mistakenly believe, steroids improve their ability 
to perform. There is some evidence they may have 
a marginal effect on strength, but there is no 
evidence they have an effect on speed or stamina. ’ 

That’s the message that should have formed the 
basis of any attack on steroids, not extravagant 
claims about their benefits. It may be that the 
future of steroids as a sporting aid, real or 
Imagined, is under threat anyway. 

I hear of two drugs now under development, 
not in back street laboratories but in main-stream 
medicine, which would put steroids well and 
truly in the Smartie class—one reproduces the 
effects of altitude training and is capiable of a 
three to four per cent improvement in 
performance. In those directions should we aim 
our anti-drug resources. 

None of this excuses Johnson. It doesn’t matter 
if jelly beans were on the banned list—if he 
consumed them he deseiwes the consequences for 
defying the rules of his sport. 

But I do admire his courage in attempting to 
prove that he didn’t need the stuff that he 
stupidly allowed to be pumped into him. In doing 
so he risks the world’s ridicule and disgust. 

Lewis is already questioning whether Johnson 
will come back clean but that sounds like a little 
advance excuse construction. We can safely 
asssume that Johnson is off the juice, and 
whatever effect it had on him would not be 
present in his system three years later. 

They won’t be the same men who met in Seoul, 
but victory for Johnson would be a strong and 
heavily ironic indication that he might have won 
that gold medal without any chemical help. 

It will be the setting of more than a feud. Maybe 
Lewis wUl kick Johnson’s behind. On the other 
hand, that could be as near as he gets to him. 

PMsr Cofifcsn 




End of the Raj 


N ow that we have undergone a 
change in the BCCI and the 
‘Raj'ofFlaj Singh and Co has 
come to an end it will be 
refreshing to see some change in 
the selection pi-ocedure The 
funruest thing about the whole 
concept IS that the Board still 
comprises people who have very 
limited knowl^ge of cricket It 
would do the cricketing world a 
lot of good if someone hke Ashok 
Mankad was given a responsible 
position m the Board 
PRABALGUHA, 

Quwah&U 

A Suggestion 

W ITH the standard of our 
athletics having touched an 
abysmal low in the Asiad it is 
time, that the SAI should do 
something to halt the 
degradation, and at least bring 
back India on the sporting map of 
Asia 

Meets such as the International 
Permit Meets should be 
discontinued because the foreign 
athletes coxmng for these meets 
put up a shoddy performance and 
do not give a real display of their 
skills, and timings ^ the Indian 
athletes do not gam much by way 
of exposure. While we spent lakhs 
of rupees on holding such meets 
ironically we did not, eqinp 
Diiid Ram with a pair of 
steeple chase shoes. It was a real 
shame to the country that he ran 
bare-foot to clinch the second spot. 

Leading companies like Tatas, 
Birlaa and others should sponsor 
some of our most promising 
athletes and sent them abroad to 
countries like USA or UK where 
they can get some experience 
about trie latest in the sporting 
technology and also get some 
expert coaching from some of the 
world's best athletic coaches. Our 
athletes will also get some much 
needed exposure, and training 
with the most advanced 
techniques. 

Lastly, our politicians should 
make way, for veteran athletes 
Wd players, in all the sports 
•faverning bodies. Nepotism 


should be removed firom the 
committees and the members 
should be made only on terms of 
merit. 

S Surest, 

Madurai. 

lirqilaceable 

Y our focus on John McEnroe in 
the issue dated 10-16 Oct’ 90 
was simply superb. Tennis will 
lose heavily in terms of artistry, 
subtlety, magic and the tantrums 
of McEnroe. 



It is a pity that no player of 
today could emulate or even 
exhibit a quarter of his natural 
talent Present tennis players 
thrive only on power tennis and 
are interested only in increasing 
their mcomes. With the advent of 
wide-bodied racquets of space-age 
material, tennis is becoming just 
power oriented and not talent 
oriented. 

Hence McEnroe’s exit from 
tennis will be irreplacecde, and the 
connoisseurs of the game are sure 
to rue the day he decides to retire. 
S. SUBRAMANIAM, 

Madras. 


FAsclnatliig mmmmmmmmm 

T he cover story on Ivan Lendl, ‘I 
can play till I am 40,’ made 
interesting reading. Tennis 
wizard, Lendl's repeated attempts 
to win Wimbledon, remains futile, 
and that is the only Grand Slam 
title to elude him • 

Wimbledon has so far posed the 
greatest challenge to his career, 
his immortality and his 
versatility Lendl, the tennis 
machine, is no longer invincible 
as he used to be. He has forfeited 
both his No. 1 ranking and the 
sobriquet, ‘Ivan the Invincible’. 

The lack of a Wimbledon title 
seems to be constantly bugging 
and buffeting him and, seems to 
diminish his image or stature in 
the arena of international tennis 
But he still remains the moat 
consummate and versatile player 
on the court. 

If anyone deserves the 
Wimbledon title it is Lendl, 
because he is perseverance 
personified. He is a shining 
example of what a man can 
achieve with sheer hard work and 
dedication. Defeat has never 
frustrated his quest and his thirst 
for titles, and has not in the least 
dampened his morale. He still 
exudes the same fervour and 
confidence he had as a debutant. 
This is the reason for him being 
the most consistent player on the 
circuit. He has carved a niche out 
for himself in the hearts of 
millions of tennis lovers around 
the world, by his immaculate 
tennis and on-court behaviour. He 
has an indelible place in the 
cmnals of international tennis 
even without his winning 
Wimbledon. Lendl is both 
enigmatic and extraordinary both 
as a player and as a person. 

V. SAMPATH, 

Madras. 


An Omission 

The photographs of Sunil Gavaskar 
(Sportsworld 31 st October) on Pages 
31, 32, 35, 37, 38, 39, 43, 48, were by 
Gautam Patole. The omission is 
regretted—Editor 
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CALCUTTA 


Central THGA IT 


C ALCUTTA’S table tennis buffs 
recently got to see two 
internationals in action at the 
Central Table Tennis 
Championships at the YMCA, 
Chowiinghee branch The 
ffraceful husband-wife 
combination of Kamlesh and 
Monalisa (Barua) Mehta were the 
draw of the meet and as expected 
won the men’s and women’s 
ciown, respectively 
Neither Kamlesh nor Monalisa 
had to sweat much to win their 
titles TusharKantiDas,atop 
ranking men’s player in the state, 
took a lesson from the 
I international star m the men’s 
final Though Das lost 16-21, 
16-21 and 18-21, it was a good 
performance by the Bengal lad 
considering that he was up 
against the guile of Kamlesh 
It was heartening to see 
Amndita Chakraborty clawing all 
the way to the women’s final The 
sub-junior champion, Anxndita, 
wasn’t expected to do much 
against Monalisa in the final, but 
she can take solace from the fact 
that she made it all the way to the 
final getting the better of some 
fancied opponents en route 
Monalisa, playing after nearly a 
two-month lay off, shrugged off 
her blues to beat Amndita 21-15, 
21-18,21 15 

The girls’ singles final saw 
Sonali Bhattacharya win a 
nerve-tingling battle against 
Debosmita Das 21-18, 21-23, 
16-21,21-19 and 21-7 
Talented Pradip Pal clinched the 
boys’ singles crown beating 
south-paw Sudipto Narayan 
Biswas 21-17, 21-19 and 23-21 
National sub-junior No 1 
Kishalaya Basak had it easy 
against Nirmalya Chakraborty in 
his category final Basak won 
21-11,21-13,21-7 
Giant-killer Santanu Mazumder 
beat the youngest finalist of the 
championship, lO-year-oId 
AmbanshChatterjee 21-19,21-19 
to the cadet boys’ title 



Monalisa Barua and Kamlesh 
Mehta: winner of the women’s 
and men’s singles titie at the 
YMCA TT championships 


Natfamal'Scliool 

Gaines 


B engal flmshed overall 

champions in the 36th National 
School Games (part n, group II) 
but had to conc^e the football 
title to Goa The Bengal girls 


dominated the meet at the Salt 
Lake Stadium sweeping the 
kabaddi and kho kho titles This 
autumn edition of the school 
games included kabaddi, kho kho 
and boys' football only 
Bengal logged 18 pomts to 
fimsh on top, overaU 
Maharashtra, who were m the last 
four of the football championship, 
finished with 15 pomts to end 
overall runners-up The fact that 
Bengal boys fimshed third m 
football helped the hosts to nose 
ahead of Maharashtra to the 
Games championship title 








I Maharashtra won the boys’ 
kabaddi and kho kho titles 
beating Haryana and Bengai, 
respectively. The Bengal girls 
. regained the kabaddi title after a 
gap of one year getting the better 
of Haryana in the final. 

Football, as usual, was the main 
attraction. The Bengal boys were a 
big disappointment going down to 
Punjab in the semi-finals. Kuntal 
Mul^erjee spurned a spot kick in 
the regulation time of the match 
and this proved costly for the 
hosts Bengal finally lost the tie 
4-1 via the tie-breaker. Goa made 
the title round beating Bihar by a 
brace of goals. 

The fmal was a torrid affair 
which ran into extra time The 
penalty shootout again had to 
break the deadlock, and it was Goa 
who were lucky this time. 

The football final had its sour 
moments. Frayed tempers got the 
better of the game many a time. 
Considering the fact that the me^t 
involved school students, it wasn’t 
a healthy sign. In the first half of 
extra time, matters got out of 
control when Punjab’s Denny 
Dhaliwal landed a blow on Gm’s 
Sebastio Fernandes. Referee 
Kalidas Mukherjee had no option 
but to flash the red card to the 
Punjab lad. 

The following are the final 
disciphne-wise standings; 
FCXlTBAliL. Goa. Punjab; Bengal; 

Football championa: Goa 


Bihar. KABADDI: (boys): 
Maharashtra; Haryana; Bengal; 
Madhya Pradesh. KABADDI 
(girls): Bengal; Haryana; 
Maharashtra; Madhya Pradesh. 
KHO KHO (boys): Maharashtra; 
Bengal; Tamil Nadu; Andhra 
Pradesh. KHO KHO (girls); 
Bengal; Madhya Pradesh; 
Maharashtra; Punjab. 

A Corrospondoirt 


Fadt btematioiial 
Gdf 


F ACIT Asia sponsored an 
international amateur golf 
tournament recently at the 
Tollygunje Golf Club. One initially 
thought that this new competition 
wouldn’t attract much attention 
but the detractors proved wrong. 

It received an overwhelming 
response with over 130 
participants (including 12 ladies) 
taking part in the championships. 

The game was played in two 
groups with handicaps up to 18 in 
‘A’ and with a maximum of 24 in 
‘B’. 

The men’s competition was won 
by S.M. Kidwai although it was a 
close fight. At one stage, both he 
and Nausher Framjee were tied on 
30 points but owing to the 
superior performance of the 
former in the last nine holes, 
Kidwai emerged the winner. 




- i 





In the Group ‘A’ finals, N.F. 
Tankariwala was the vnnner with 
an excellent performance over the 
last nine holes, while K.K. 
Dasgupta won the ’B’ group. The 
winner of the ladies group was 
Pam Wright. 


RAJKOT 


tatsrlHstilct TT 


M alay THAKKAR and Roshan 
Jam could not have asked for 
better Diwali gifts than the men’s 
and the women’s singles crowns 
in The Times of India mter-district 
table tennis tournament played at 
the Charutar Vidyamandal hall, 
Vallabh Vidyanagar, recently. 

While Malay’s title victory was a 
surprising one, Roshan’s vias 
certeinly not. She took just 
seventeen minutes to oust her 
much-fancied younger sister 
Hasina 21-15, 21-14 in two 
straight games in the women’s 
singles final. Roshan played some 
beautiful strokes, from close to 
the table and also away from it 
Hasina did try to stun the top seed 
by the control of the pace, angles 
and consistency at the outset, but 
Roshan was too experienced a 
player to be dazzled. 

Unlike Roshan’s, Malay 
Thakkar’s entry into the men’s 
singles final was a laborious one. 
The final against Alok Jam of 
Baroda lasted for 57 minutes. He 
had to produce some vintage table 
teimis to beat Alok 22-20,16-21, 
21-18, 21-12. He had to resort to 
playing the forehand loop mostly 
close to the table It was a 
hard-fought and well-deserving 
win for Malay Thakkar. . 

It was indeed a child’s play for 
Dhrangdhra’s Gaurav Doshi to 
pouch the jumor boys’ title. In a 
match that lasted for merely ten 
minutes, Gaurav thrashed Rajul 
Patel of Vallabh Vidyanagar and 
won the tie at 21-15,21-16. 

Gaurav thus emulated his sister 
Prasanna Doshi, who had earlier 
pocketed the junior girls’ singles 
crown. Her victim was Modasa’s 
Snehal Pathik. It was Prasanna 
who had given a close fight to 
Roshan Jam in an important tie in 
the women’s singles section as 
stated somewhere in this report. 
Prasanna is an emerging table 
tennis star of Gujarat and one 
would not be surprised if she 
achieves some remarkable feats in 
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near future. 

Hareeh Pmdya 


NEW DELHI 


Saqjay Gandhi HbctwjrJ 


P UNJAB & Sind Bank won the 
11th All India Sanjay Gandhi 
Hockey Tournament. But the 
victory came when the fmal match 
was abruptly abandoned at the 
Shivsyi stadium in New Delhi 
when fightmg broke out between 
players, officials and the 
supporters of Namdari XI. 

The technical committee, on the 
basis of reports from the two 
umpires. Mr. Kukoo Walia and 
Mr. T. S BhuUer found 
Namdharis gruilty and awarded 
the match to the bankmen. 
However, the contents of reports 
were not made public and the two 
umpires when contacted by this 


correspondent, declined to 
comment 

It all started in the thirteenth 
minute mto the second half when 
both the teams were goalless; 
there was a scuffle inside the ' 
Namdhari circle even as the play 
had moved to the mid-field 
following an attack from PSB. 

What sparked off the trouble 
was a^nudge in the stomch from 
Namdhari defender Qurcharan 
(Jr) on Ram Saran of the rival 
team. An angry Ram Saran 
Immediately retaliated. 

Namdhari goalkeeper Swinder 


charged and hit Ram Saran from 
behind and within moments it was 
a free-for-all and the Shivaji 
stadium astroturf was spotted 
with supporters in white turbans 
who along with Mr Baldev Singh, 
the coach of Namdhari Eleven, 
started beating up the bank 
players. The policemen on duty 
were quick to move but the 
orgamsers strangely ordered 
them out of the field even when 
the bloodthirsty Namdhans were 
hitting their rivals with brutal 
rapidity 

This correspondent visited the 
changing room of the Bankmen 
which revealed a pathetic sight as 
many of the players were hurt, 
such as Suresh Bhatia and 
Balwant Singh who had a 

K.Prabhuprakash receiving the 
men’s singles trophy from Mr 
Subhash Gharani, 
Commissioner of Police, 
Dharwad 


fractured jaw and a cut in the 
head respectively Balwant was 
alleged to have been hit by Mr 
Baldev Singh! 

At last the police refused to be 
silent spectators and ignored the 
displeasure of the orgamsers and 
entered the field to save further 
bloodshed. A belated appeal by 
Mrs Maneka Gandhi, the former 
Minister of State for Environment 
and Mr Hanspal MP, helped in 
cooling tempers. Both the teams 
had product uninspiring 
hockey till then. In fact, since the 
beginning of the match, the stress 


was on the physical side and good 
moves were rarely produced. 

Earlier, in the first semi-finals, 
Namdharis prevailed over the star 
studded Indian Airlines 3-1 via 
the tie breaker after being locked 
1-1 at the end of regulation time. 

In a semi-final match, 
Punjab and Sind Bank oveibame 
Indiaui Railways 4-3. Perhaps this 
was the best match of the 
tournament in which both teams 
produced some good hockey. PSB 
were two goals up within the first 
six mmutes against the 
railwaymen. However, m the 
second half Railways struggled 
hard and made the margin 2-3. 
But after a few minutes, Harjeet 
made full use of a penalty corner 
to clinch the game for Punjab and 
Sind Bank 
Rasheed KIdwai 


DHARWAD 


UC Badminton 


I T was a cakewalk for K 
Prabhuprakash of 
Vishakhapatnam to his Smgles 
Title m the South-Central Zone 
Life Insurance Corporation 
Badminton Championships. 

In the one sided title match held^ 
at Dharwad, Prabhuprakash took 
a mere 13 minutes to thrash 
47-year-old T.V. Krishnamurthy 
of Bangalore 15-0, 15-1. The ten 
timeL.I.C. Champion had no 
answer at all to his younger 
counterpart. 

Uut it was an upset result in the 
women’s section C.S Poormmaof 
Mysore dethroned the last year’s 
chaunpion H.N. Anita of 
Bangalore 11-7, 11-8 Anita, quite 
surprisingly failed to display her 
expected game and was never in 
command except for a brief 2-0 
lead in the opening game. 

Mr Subhash Gharani, 
Commissioner of Police, 
Hubli-Dharwad, who gave away 
the prizes in the concluding 
fimction, stressed that the L.I C 
with such a sound financial status 
must recruit more and more 
sportsmen. 

Vasant Murdaawar 



^^IMI^^^^MP^M^QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 



QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 Who was the only Asian gold 
medallist in the 24th Olympic 
Games swimming competition*? 

2 How many players does each side 
comprise in baseball’ 

3 On three occasions the Asian 
Games began and concluded on 
identical dates When was it and 
what were the dates’ 

4 The performances of the world 
decathlon champion Daley 
Thompson are recorded thus 
10 44,8 01, 15 72,2 03 46 97, 

14 33, 46 56, 5 00 65 24, 4 35 00 
Mention the events according to the 
order 

5 Can the bicycle kick be seen in a 
game other than football’ 

6 Which game normally consists of 
nine innings’ 

7 What IS common to the following 
athletes’—Ben Johnson, Lyudmi'a 
Andonova and Ilona Briesenick 
(Slupianek) 


ANSWERS 

1 Daichi Suzuki (JPN) in the 100m 
backstroke 

2 Nine 

3 1966,1970 and 1978 at Bangkok, 

9 12 to 20 12 

' 4 100m. Long jump. Shot put. High 
jump, 400m, 110m hurdles. Discus 
throw, Pole valult. Javelin throw 
and 1500m 

5 Yes Sepaktakraw 

6 Baseball 

7 Each of them was suspended after 
failing drug test (In 1988 1985 and 
1977 respectively) 


CHESS 

Practically every chess 
tournan^ent features premature 
and sometimes wrong 
resignations So much so that 
some players never resign on 
principle As Bobby Fischer once 
said, “No one ever won by 
resigning ” 

The shock induced by an 
vinexpected move can cause 
resignation even when the 
situation doesn’t justify It Quite 
often players have given up in 


positions which are drawn or even 
won for them 

In the position given below Paul 
Keres found a study like 
manouevre that won black’s queen 
and induced resignation This was 
the last round of a meet where the 
Estonian genius won first prize 
He later pointed out that black had 
a win 

White to Play White Keres Vs 
Black Schwarz, Prague, ’41 
1 Ifzc6+Ec7 2 (Ie7+Kb6. Obviously 
2-Kxc6 3 Bf3+wins the queen 
3 e5+ Ka6 4 BcSf? Qxc8. White had a 
tremendous idea but in the light of 
what could have happened later it 
may not have been quite as good 
as it looked 

5 Qa7+ Kb5 6 Qb6+ Kc4 7 Qb4+ Kd5 

( 1 - 0 ) 

Black resigned here and white 
won the tournament as well as the 
brilliancy prize So what was 
wrong’ 

8 Ne7+ Ke4tl 8 Nxc8 f3+ 10 Kf2 Bh4+ U 
Kglt2+i2EhZn=(L 

Black easily evades the checks and 
wins with a piece up 

DevangshuDutta 



Picture yourself as West in this 
friendly game 

NORTH(dMmniy) 

# 10 4 

C? A 9 8 4 3 
O 3 

4 k K 0 9 8 S 

WEST (you) 

4 A 9 7 5 2 
P K J 7 
O K 8 5 2 

♦ J 


SOOTH NORTH 

1«* 2P 

2 NT 3 NT 

Paas _ 

• 4 —e«rd 


You lead the four of diamonds to 
partner's jack, declarer winning the 
ace South leads the six of spades, 
dummy’s ten winning, and then 
another spade to his jack. East 
following to both rounds How do you 
defend’ 

It IS surely risky to duck the second 
spade as then South might run home 
with two spades, two red aces and 
five clubs if he has A1 Oor A xxx of 
clubs In fact, there seems to be no 
problem right now for you can win the 
ace and play back a diamond to 
partner’s known queen (declarer won 
the ace over the jack) At least that is 
how It looked to the actual West, a 
past national title holder, who came 
up with egg on his face as this was the 
full hand - 


NORTH(duminy) 
# 10 4 
P A 9 8 4 3 
^ 3 

4 k K O 9 8 5 


WEST 

EAST 

« A 9 7 5 2 

W 8 3 

P K J 7 

QJ Q 6 5 

<;> K 8 5 2 

< J 7 6 4 

4 k J 

4 k A 6 4 2 


SOUTH 
# K O J 6 
P 10 2 
O A O 10 9 
4 k 10 7 3 


Had South won the first trick cheaply 
with the queen, the defenders would 
have known to switch to hearts in time 
after establishing one diamond for five 
defensive tricks 

I know that the pundits would nod their 
heads and say that they would have 
defended differently but none would 
be able to give a convincing argument 
for doing so (unless the defenders 
play Smith Echo by which a 
defender’s peter, or lack thereof in 
the first suit played by declarer here 
spades, shows a defender s interest, 
or lack thereof, in the suit originally 
led, here diamonds) Let us be fair to 
the actual West and give due credit to 
declarer Tapan Ghosh-you and I, and 
all those pundits, would also have 
defended the way it went at the table 

Shantanu GhOM 
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SOVIET ATHLETES 


UP FOR GRABS 


The West need no longer pause and wonder, as to how the Soviet Union 
produces so many champions. Sports Federations in the Soviet Union 
facing a major financial crunch, are offering their athletes and 
sporting secrets to the highest bidder.... 


OR years it had 
been the most 
closely guarded 
secret The world 
could do little 
but look in 
awe as the Soviets 
produced one world 
champion after another 
Experts speculated 
about their traimng 
methods, equipment, 
medical care and 
nutrition but no one 
could say for sure how a 
system could throw up a 
new bunch of gifted 
people at every 
international meet But 
now, the saune system, 
facing cutbacks in 
government support, 
has embarked upon an 
aggressive marketing 
plan to raise money to 
keep its athletes 
successful at world 
levels The word 18 out 
that the Soviet sporting 
secrets are on sale for 
anyone who has the 
money. 

This surprising 
turnaround in the 
sporting policy stems 
from the new economic 
restructuring m the 
USSR which has forced 
many of the federations 
to fend for, their own 
expenses. Consequently, 
federations hard up for 
cash, have begun big 



money transfers and 
endorsement deals The 
first in the series of 
steps has been the 
establishment of Soviet 
Intersport, an agency 
which is responsible for 
the international 
marketing of Soviet 
sports. It has ‘sold’ over 
200 sportspersons to the 
West ranging from 
pro-wrestlers to harness 
racers and even cyclists 
Soviet Intersport 
recently signed a deal 


The hardline 
financial 
policies jof the 
sports 

federations had 
become a big 
stumbling block 
in athletic . 
success. In spite 
of^ctacular 
performances at 
world levels the 
sportspersons 
are paUpedtiy. 
wages 


with the US boxing 
promoter, Lou Falcigno 
under which a number 
of boxers from the Soviet 
Union will fight in. the 
US as professionals. 
Every bout will net 
Soviet Intersport a six 
figure amount for the 
next ten years, which is 
not inclusive of the 
money, boxers are going 
to be paid. Says 
Falcigno, “I don’t make 
any direct payment to 
the fighters. How much 
the Soviet authorities 
would pay their fighters 
I do not know. But I feel 
it will be a reasonable 
sum according to 
Russian standards " 

But over the years 
there has been a 
growing criticism about 
the paltry payments 
dol^ out to athletes. 

The hardline financial 
policies of the sports 
federations had become 
a big stvimbling block in 
athletic success. In spite 
of spectacular 
performances at world 
levels the sportspersons 
are paid paltry wages of 
around $ 200 a month. 
The prize money and 
occasional endorsement' 
deals are all pumped 
back mto the system for 
better equipment and 
facilities. Last year the 


Soviet Spiorts Committee 
and its affiliates made a 
profit of 377 million 
roubles ($ lOO million 
approximately) out of 
which 07 million went to 
the state treasury while 
local committees and 
federations got 75 
million for regional level 
physical training 
efforts The rest of the 
205 million roubles was 
kept aside as a fund for 
pr^ucing future 
champions 

Although this seems 
an ideal system for a 
country with limited 
foreign exchange 
resources, it has also 
nurtured a strong sense 
of resentment as many 
players feel the state is 
usurping their 
hard-earned prize 
money Tennis stars 
Natalia Zvereva and 
Andre Chesnokov are 
cases in this connection 
Both of them stubbornly 
refused to part with 
their cash When 
friendly persuasion and 
even threats didn’t 
work, the state 
reluctantly relented. But 
now the rules have been 
clamped more strictly 
and most of the prize 
money is retained by the 
federations. 

The first xnegabuck 



deal was signed 
recently, Oleg Protasov 
and Alexander Zavarov, 
two of the Soviet Union’s 
leading soccer stars 
joined the Italian Club 
Juventus for a reported 
fee of $ 8 million and $ 

4 5 million respectively, 
most of which went to 
the authorities. In fact 
after the 1990 World 
Cup there has been a 


Natalia Zvereva was 
so frustrated with the 
Soviet system that she 
refused to part with 
her prize money 


As of now it is 
no secret that 
the Soviet 
athletes, despite 
their superlative 
performances 
on the amateur 
front, are stiU 
behirid western 
professionals. 
But then it is 
just the 
beginning. 
Today there are 
six Russians in 
the American 
NBA League, 
next year the 
number is 
expected to rise 
to ten. 


sudden demand for 
Soviet footballers and 
many of them are now 
playing in second 
division clubs in Spain 
and France. 

In a similar fashion 
the Soviet ice hockey 
players are great 
favourites and have been 
lapped up by the West. 

^ The 'Exports’ began in 
March 1989 when 
Sergie Priakin became 
the first Soviet athlete to 











play m a North 
American pro league 
making his debut with 
NHL Calgary Flames 
Today the NHL league 
has nine new Soviet 
players But many feel 
that this run to the West 
may backfire as the 
Soviet league may itself 
turn pro in the coming 
months 

On the other hand, 
some experts are of the 
opinion that the Soviets 
as professionals may not 
be as successful as they 
are on the amateur 
circuits Barring a 
couple of ice-hockey and 
basketball players most 
of them are struggling 
to adjust to western 
pro-leagues The> need 
time to become familiar 
with Western styles of 
playing and attitudes 
As of now it 18 no secret 
that the Soviet athletes, 
despite their superlative 


Oleg Protasov: (left) was reportedly paid $8 
million by the Italian club Juventus 


performances on the 
amateur front, are still 
behind western 
professionals But then, 


it is just the beginning 
Today there are six 
Russians in the 
American NBA league. 


next year the number is 
expected to rise to ten 
The other sports arena 
where the Soviets are 
going to make a big 
impact is pro-wrestling 
Several amateurs have 
appeared on a pro card 
in Tokyo and Canada, 
giving very satisfactory 
performances. The 
Soviet cyclists too are 
setting the tracks on fire 
in Europe. With 
endorsement deals 
coming, in thick and 
fSsst, gymnasts and 
tracks field stars hke 
Sergei Bubka also stand 
to attract big money 
deals. The message is 
clear. As of now the 
Soviets mean business 
and as Victor Oalaev, 
Head of Soviet 
Intersport says, “There’s 
always a lot of money in 
somebody else’s 
pockets." 

-NtWSMENFEAnjflES 


Last year the Soviet Sports 
Committee and Ws affiliates made 
a profit of377 million roubles 
($100 million approximately) out of 
which 97 million went to the State 
treasury while local committees 
and federations got 75 million for 
regional level physical training 
efforts. The rest of the205 mil&n 
roubles Mfps set aside as a fund for 
creatingfuture champions 










BOOK EXTRACT 



John &Tatum 



John McEnroe has always kept Ms pri¬ 


vate life under wraps. But In this excerpt 


from bis recently published biography, 


‘Taming the talent’ by Richard Evans, his 


wile Tatum O’Neal candidly 


discusses IHe with John, from 


chaos to courtship to contentment 










Y the autumn of 
1084, success had 
made John McEnroe 
the hottest name in 
sport. The temper 
raged, the talent 
flowed, and victory swiftly 
followed victory. By the time he 


had gained sweet revenge over 
Ivan Lendl in the final at Flushing 
Meadows [after losing to him at 
the French], winning his fourth 
U.S. Open title with an imperious 
straight-set victory, people were . 
starting to talk of McEnroe as the 
greatest player whoever lived. 


For the first time in his life, 
McEnroe was beginning to feel at 
ease with his celebrity. Although, 
by most standards of behavior, he 
was still a novice in the arts and 
graces of social science, "Junior” 
was now feeling more like an 
adult in adult company. Much of 




















this improvement was due to the 
influence of Stella Hall, the 
vivacious New York model he had 
started going out with soon after 
the final break with [former 
tennis pro] Stacy Margolin. 

Stella was not only charming, 
extroverted and beautiful, but she 
was also a couple of years older 
than John and had seen enough of 
life to know that she had gotten 
hold of something special; 
something she treasured. 

“I have known a couple of g^jiys 
in my life and observed a whole lot 
of others,” Stella explained back in 
December 1983. "But I’ll tell you 
this John is the best person I have 
f ever met. I know what kind of 
image he creates on court, but in 
the things that matter he is 
simply a very good man.” 

Yet within months the 
relationship had ended. The major 
source of aggravation between the 
two had always been Stella's 
determination to earn her own 
money and not let go of a 
successful career if marriage was 
not in the wind And it wasn’t. 

“Stella was great for me at that 
time, but I just wasn’t ready for 
marraige,” McEnroe told me a 
long while later. “I understood her 
position, but I just couldn’t make a 
, committment I didn’t feel 
completely right about." 

So, for a very brief time, 

McEnroe tried to do what any 
virile 25-year-old superstar 
millionaire is suppo^ to 
do-screw around. He was rumored 
to have had a brief fling with one 
of the most attractive women on 
the Virginia Slims tour at that 
time, but mere rumor and 
innuendo were pushed aside when 
a young star-seeker he picked up 
at a disco in London emblazoned 
the details of their night of 
passion across the pages of the 
News otthe World for the kind of 
money McEnroe might have 
received for winning a small 
tournament. 

Needless to say, McEnroe was 
livid. He hated the tawdriness of it 
all and the incident only 
confirmed what he had known all 
along: Picking up girls for 
one-night stands was not his 
scene. 

McEnroe had enough image 


problems without adding that of a 
lecherous womanizer, so, for the 
rest of the summer, he was a lot 
more circumspect. However, his 
enforced conduct did nothing for 
the loneliness that was building 
up inside him. Without a doubt 
there were moments when he 
missed Stella. The native New 
Yorker thought that maybe the 
moment had come to head west. 
Late in 1984, after winning the 
Trans America Open in San 
Francisco for the fourth time in 
six years, he decided to go to Los 



Angeles and, with his 
worldly-wise pal Vitas Gerulaitis 
to lead him around, explore the 
Hollywood scene 

It is Vitas who must take the 
credit for bringing John and 
Tatum together. Vitas the party 
man; Vitas the nearly-man of 
tennis; skidding over the surface 
of life, almost beating Bjorn Borg 
in one of the great Wimbledon 
semifinals, almost finding the girl 
of his dreams. Almost Vitas, too, 
is a good guy with a dubious 
image, but he is still searching. 

To a great extent, McEnroe’s 
searching stopped the night he 
walked into a party at the 
Hollywood home of record 
producer Richard Perry and saw 


Tatum O’Neal sitting on the 
couch. 

“Vitas said we should go that 
evening because Perry was a nice 
guy and gave great parties,” 
McEnroe recalled. “Richard’s 
produced some big hits with Carly 
Simon and Barbara Streisand and 
throws the kind of parties that are 
real Hollywood. In L. A. people 
need to be convinced of someone’s 
status by the number of famous 
faces sitting in their living room. 
I’d never been into that sort of 
thing, but Vitas said it would be 


‘‘I cottlil iMYer IM Interested In 
semeone who eenld to toppy 
litsllo tove mv kids nnd wBsn 
my seeks. I need semeone to 
stand up to me”—John 



good for me to branch out a little.” 

It was the “Who’s going to be 
there?” syndrome that snared 
Tatum "I wasn’t thinking of 
going out that night, but when a 
friend told me that John McEnroe 
was going to be there, I thought 
‘Why not? I’m already a fan of his ’ 
Within 20 minutes of our meeting 
he was flirting with me,” 

But not, apparently, with a 
great deal of confidence. “After 
just a few minutes talking with 
her I remember feeling, ‘This is a 
girl I could marry,’ McEnroe 
admitted. “But somehow I didn’t 
think the odds were too 
favourable. My lifestyle on the 
circuit didn’t help and 1 just 
thought, ‘What would she wsint 
with me?’ But we met again the 
following night at another party, 
and then I had to go off to play in 
the Stockholm Open, after which 1- 
got susiiended b^use of an 
accumulation of fines. 

I "So although I ended up back in 
i New York soon after, I thought I’d 
let the relationship cool a while. 

Or maybe it was just a question of 
not getting my nerve up. I stUl 
wasn’t sure she was interested. 

But then she phoned and said she 
was coming to New York and I 
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thought, “Maybe I have another 
chance.”’ 

Tatum was invited to visit 
John’s apartment That surprised 
her. “He just said, ‘Come and see 
this litte place I’ve got on Central 
Park West. It isn’t decorated 
properly yet.’ When we got there, 
we walked up one set of stairs 
after another There were four 
floors to this apartment in one of 
the most expensive blocks in the 
city and I remember thinking, 
'How can a 25-year-old afford all 
this?’ We spent the rest of the 
evening sitting there on the floor 
watching Zohnny Carson, eating 


earlier than he said he would,” 
Tatum continued. “I thought that 
signified something. But, you 
know, even after we had seen each 
other half a dozen times, he still 
hadn’t taken me out to dinner. 
Getting him out of the house was 
like pulling teeth. He was Just so 
un^y in public. Even after we 
had Kevin [in May 1086], just 
getting him to come with me when 
I took the baby for a walk doMm 
the street in New York was a 
major operation. It was the 
hat-pulied-down-and-the-dark- 
glasws bit, as if that helped Now 
he realizes it’s quite nice to go 


but Fm not that outgoing and I’m 
not into shopping expeditions. 
Basically, I suppose Fm more 
oomfort^e in male company.” 

Tatum’s having spent a lot of 
time with her father. Ryan O’Neal, 
would account for that. She grew 
used to male behavior and male 
responses through those stormy 
adolescent years spent with 
ordeal, years that were full of fun, 
full of love and flill of hurt. That 
lUtum went ftom one 
Iiish-American superstar with a 
hot temper to another suggests 
that she was merely looking for a 
Daddy substitute. But that is too 




pretzels and drinking ginger ale.” 

“After I flew back to thtf [West] 
Coast, I decided to call him to say I 
missed him I just felt I had to take 
the imtiative. If we’d played the 
normal boy-girl thing I doubt we 
would have made it." 

Tatum’s call was all the 
encouragement McEnroe needed. 
After a few days puttering around 
New York, he got on a plane and 
flew to Los Angeles There was no 
looking back. The electrical wires 
had crossed; the sparks were 
flying; the current of attraction 
was too strong. In no way was it 
going to be an easy relationship, 
but it was destined to be a 
powerful and lasting one. 

*T knew something was up when 
he flew out to see me two days 


outside once in a while!" 

ABOUT a year after they were 
married, John and Tatxun decided, 
following some discussion in 
between phone calls from London, 
to turn down an offer of $100,000 
from a British tabloid for a 
half-hour interview and some 
pictures. John was tempted 
because he wanted to buy Tatum a 
nice Christmas present. But they 
resisted temptation. 

“I found the first year (on the 
tour] very hard,” Tatum admitted. 
“It todc me two or three years to 
start feeling comfortable with 
everyone. To begin with, I found 
people very uniMendly. That 
changed after I bad Kevin because 
all the wives wanted to talk about 
babies. That’s line up to a point. 


simple. Ryan O’Neal is a macho 
man with something to prove, 
John McEnroe is not. No one is 
clearer about the differences 
between her father and her 
husband than Tatum herself. 

“John is more direct and more 
sensitive,” she says. "My father is 
much more temperamental. Going 
out with him in the evening was 
an exciting experience because 
you never knew how the evenmg 
would end. He was quite capable 
of getting into a brawl, which 
John wo^d never do. 

“I suppose you could cadi my 
father a bully. He likes to assert 
his authority amd flaunt his fame, 
lhat’s quite the opposite of John, 
who goes out of his way to make 
sure peojde don’t feel uneasy in 
his company because he’s 
famous.” 

Do not imagine, however, that 
this harsh assessment means 
Tatum does not love her father. 
“Sure, she still loves him," 
BifcEnjtie said. “No matter what 
happens between them, she 
always will. Blood really is thicker 
thanw^er.” 











But that love was put on the 
back burner when the couple 
decided to get married—a 
ceremony that was postponed 
until after Kevin was bom Tatum 
also decided something else. The 
r pftu walking down the aisle to 
give her away would not be her 
father 

“Ongfinally, Ryan was going to 
put on the wedding," McEnroe 
recalled “But [he and Tatum] 
probably had a row because she 
wouldn’t play racquet ball with 
him, or somethmg—to this day I 
stil don’t know the full story— 
and she banned him from the 
wedding It was entirely her 
decision You wouldn’t exactly call 
Ryan and me close In fact, we 
virtually never see each other 
although his house is only about a 
mile away from ours in Malibu 
We’ve never had a blazmg row or 
anythmg We’ve never even raised 
Dur voices to each other We just 
keep out of each other’s way ” 

There was one occasion 
however, when McEnroe, 
allowmg his foolhardy pnde to 
get the better of him, agreed to put 
an boxing gloves and spar with 
tus father-m-law 

“It could have been a big 
mistake,” McEnroe laughed “He 
x>uld have let one go and I would 
have been out like a light He 
sparred with Joe Frazier once 
Re’s probably am inch shorter 
;han I am, but he’s very strong m 
:he upper body and he knows a lot 
ibout boxing He probably wishes 
tie was a fighter But it’s just not 
ny scene, man ’’ 

THINGS worked out between 
John and Tatum for a variety of 
reasons, an mstant physical 
jhemistry, a shared experience of 
jeing naturally shy, people who 
aad to learn how to deal with the 
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;mrelentmg glare of public 
scrutiny, Celtic blood that came 
quickly to the boil, and matching 
mtellects 

Although he can be disparaging 
about women’s ability to play 
tennis, McEnroe is a long way 
from bcmg your average male 
chauvinist jock His mother is a 
strong woman and he wanted a 
strong wife “1 could never be 
interested in someone who could 
be happy just to have my kids and 
wash my socks,” he told me “I 
need someone to stand up to me 
and teach me things" 

In Tatum O'Neal he found such 
a woman Tatum’s banning her 
father firom the weddmg reveals a 
woman who is not afraid of 
making tough decisions This 
Independent streak was [instilled] 
in her at an early age 



"My life with my father made 
me independent long before I met 
John,” she said “Independent, 
that IS, withm my own world I 
was very sheltered m a way I 
didn’t go to school I was always 
on location somewhere, havmg to 
take care of myself m an adult 
world If I gave the impression of 
precocious sophistication by 
going to all those Hollywood 
parties, it was wrong. I was just 
playing at dressing-up, just a 
httle girl having fun.” 

Starring roles in movies like 
Paper Moon had made Tatum a 
child celebrity, and she was able 
to pass on what she learned about 
dealing With the press to a 
hushed who was still snarling at 
photographers by the time they 
were married ‘Tatum taught me 
a lot in that respect,” John admits. 
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"She’s been through it from such a 
yoimg age. She forced me to 
straighten up my act a little.” 

And the educational process 
continues. “I demand a lot of him,” 
said Tatum firmly. “I don’t settle 
for second-best. He had the choice. 
He could have gone for a demure 
little wife, but he chose me and he 
knew I wasn’t going to shut up. I 
was determined to make him 
aware of the consequences of his 
behavior; to understand the 
results of years of shitting on 
people. 

“After Wimbledon last year I 
said I wasn’t going to go with him 
to Grand Slam tournaments 
anymore. There was too much 
pahi for me. I couldn’t face going 
through that gut-wrenching 
unhappiness. I know it’s all 
wrapp^ up in some sort of 


tortured genius thing with him, 
but I felt he would do better just to 
close himself off and concentrate 
on his tennis.” 

Ironically, Tatum decided to 
take the two boys and be with 
John throughout his stay in 
Australia beginning the day after 
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Christmas 1989. Right 
up to the infamous moment of 
default in the Australian Open at 
Flinders Park, it had all worked 
like a dream. But with “the genius 
thing;” vrith a temperament like 
that, there’s no knwing when the 
volcano will erupt. 

Tatum, however is far too 
determined a person to give up. 
Her vision of the life they could 
lead has been infiltrating 
McEnroe’s consciousness for some 
time now, and anyone attending 
his press conferences has been 
able to pick up snippets of his new 
thinking. Mainly it has 
manifested itself in his feelings of 
responsibility as a husbemd and a 
father, and of the need to set a 
proper example. 

“As a couple, we have to think 
about a higher level,” Tatum said. 
“That doesn’t mean getting away 
fixnn tennis, but Just seeing the 
bigger world and getting things 
in perspective. We are two of the 
luckiest people on the planet right 
now. We have a public voice. We 
can urge people to think about the 
environment, to pick up bottles 
and recycle cans. We should eryoy 
our own Uves while trying to 
make hves better for others, too ” 
Nor IS Tatum content with 
merely trying to change the 
public perception of her man. 
Domestically, she gives him a 
rough ride, too. “We have homes 
that don’t nm themselves,” she 
pointed out “I make him ^ck up 
his clothes and try to stop him 
from walking out of a room when 
I’m talking to him. He’ll tell me 
Tm good at telhng him the same 
things I need to do myself, but 
that’s all right. If we’re tough on 
each other, well both get better." 

“I’m still his biggest supporter. 
Tm so proud of him because he 
wants to do better, he wants to 
improve—not just as a tennis 
player, but as a person. And he’s 
getting there. As for myself, the 
two little kids must be [my] prime 
concern. I have a lot of ambition, 
but not necessarily in the acting 
field. 

“With a bit of luck, we’ve got it 
all before us,” she said. “We’re 
really very lucky, and I think 
John is beginning to understand 
that.”a 
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« bodtybuikiar «l^«" 
, ocblMaiid*^: “You lookgreiftv.^ 
;$f71iMl3rour physique. Fd wlnCt^ 
.‘^)0ir.’*£P<4nioId8akthiatoyQta 
itdsiKm. you’dprobably th:|a^%^ 
WMSSyingheexpeotedydutD ^ 
wta. But thm Isn't what 
He was saying he would hP oUetid^^ 
win theevent. Using bis > 

knowledge of how tooompete. 
how to ooooduot himself onstage 
and off, hoer to pose, impress ttw"; 
judges and Outmanoeuvre IxbB 

8oa“oomplinmm“ hkel 
tto ffom Arnold woi^ just behm 
way of tiling you that Jw oould 
win with your physique but he 
expected you to him 

Arnold’s sense of reality has 
also made him an honest man. If 
you make a businees deal with 
Arnold, hell negotiate everything 
he can get from you. But once the 
deal is made you never have a 
worry about him living up to his 
part of the bargain. If he owes you 
money, you know you’re going to 
get paid. Why? Well, on a purely 
practical rather than moral basis, 
being honest is qiuoker, simpler 
and less complicated. Many 
mdividuale ^ a deep satiafaction 
out of cheating you, they’d rather 
con you out of $ 20 than get $ 00 
dealing honestly Arnold is not 
one of them 

• Arnold can be both seU-critkai and 
seV-confident 

Watching Arnold preparing for 
a bodybuilding competition. 1 was 
always struck with how honmt he 
could be about his own physique. 
He’d look in the mirror and see 
exactly what his weak points 
were Yet he could do t^ without 
any lessening of his overall 
s^-confldence 'This is something 
l*ve found very rare in 
bodybuilding. 

“Back in the early'708,” says 
Joe Qold, “a posing platform ' 

dipped out Item under him and 
Ai^ld tore up his knee badly 
Wbmi the oast finally came off. the 
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IxKljrbqiidintf otmteato 
intnwiizig at aome pc^t tobacco 
aiadvleatar. ThenisspeoulaUoit 
nowada;^ that, having become a 
movie star, Arnold has'a political 



Arnold in Moscow’a Red 
Square during the filming of Red Heat 



Ift odn^ maybe not. 

' l^tfpadtaxpmiienoela’a^ 

' 'Jhdfofii|i(in,iiehiM aomw 
goil iid nddilaad a definite plan 
fttfaqhlavihglt. 

a Araold%aawf|Mi*fe«^ . ’ 

AmrM’a aeif-Oonflaeiine and 
abiUty to thrive on anooeas Comes 
largely hrom the fact tibat he 
knowB how to ea{oy lUb: Chie 
leaaon the preaeuree of 
bodybuilding competition didn't 
bother him aa much aa th^ did' 
aome othera ia that he alvmya had 

a Ulb outeide the gym. 

. * Some bodybuildera think tdiout 
nothing but bodybuUdihg 24 
boura adi^, but ArndUi knew ’ 
better. Reliable to relax and 
faavea good Ume was alwaj^ an 
dngredient in hia aucoeaa. 

Says Jim Lorimer: “A woman 
repc^r bom Time Magazine 
‘ called and aaked me for the one 
thing moat characteriatio of 
Arnold'a personality..! ^KHight 
for a moment aiul replied liie 
capacity for enjoyment. Thafa 
what makes all the dlffoienoe.' 

"Later that day I told Arnold 
about t^ interview. He said; T 
talked t6 her too, and she asked 
me to give her the one word that I 
thought best described Wealf-! 
kdd heri ‘Joy’.” 

Arimld works hard, but he 
knows how to play. He makes 
movies, promotes bodybuilding 
contests, invests in real estate and 
is Invtdved in a number of 
different businesses but he also 
finds time to go skiing at Aspen, 
vacation in Hawaii or the 
Caribbean, to take time off to relax 
and recharge his batteries, and of 
coursa to spend time with his wife 
and new daughter. 

Sometimes life isn’t a lot Of fun. 
Sometimes it’s hard work or 
heartbreak, problems and 
challenges. But these 
moment'to-moment difficulties 
should not inteifore vnth the 
fundamental enthusiasm for 
living, for being alive and being 
able to mtperience the sense of 
your own existence. This is where 
foe deepest exyoyment of living 
Obmes. And if you are in touch 
.With these feelings, €» Arnold 
oould tell you, you usually end up 
having alot of bin as well. 
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T here was an 
element of 
absurdity in 
Bjorn Borg’s 
announcement of an 
attempted comeback. 
Gould his 34<-year-old 
reflex actually react to 
the ballistic missile 
serves generated by 
Becker's Estusa racket 
and German shoulder? 
There was a further ele¬ 
ment of sadness. No 
player amassed greater 
wealth hx)m tennis than 
the Swede, yet having 
squandered it all as also 
his happiness, he re¬ 
turns to the circuit as if 
to retrieve both. 

The present genera¬ 
tion have been kind but 
firm about Borg's 
chances today—some- 
hwere in the region of 
zero suoess. An honest 
John McEnroe would 
scarcely disagree with 
that assessment. But a 
wistful McEnroe, 
perhaps, also feels a 
small surges of nostalgia 
at Borg’s return. The re¬ 
turn of a man whose I 
early retirement, McEn- , 
roe often said, took the 
thrill out of his tennis. , 
But then, Mac and 
Borg were inseperable— 
the original odd couple, 
like Latirel and Hardy 
in the 1920-30’s, the 
stoic Swede and the sul¬ 
len Yank were the 
world’s best known two 
man act of the late 
Seventies and early 
Eighties. As individuals, 
we marvelled at their 
prowess; put together, 
with a net in-between 
they made us gasp with 
delight and amazement. 
They provided for each 
other, that marginal, ex¬ 
tra inspiration which 
turns the good into the 
outrageously brilliant. 

And so, some Sundays 
ago, a trunk lying in 
some unobtrusive oor- 
ner of my room, had Its 



lock oiled and then 
quietly opened. Inside, 
wrapped carefully in 
polythene, was a cass¬ 
ette. Just 10 minutes of 
highlights of the tie¬ 
breaker (foiirth set) in 
that unmatohable 1980 
Wimbledon final that 
best exemplified the 
surging*silent will of 
Borg and the combusti¬ 
ble, flaring and glaring 
gemus of McEnroe. 

The tie-breaker is an 
old story—Borg had 7 
championship points, 
McEnroe 5 set points. 
Bilao won the set, Borg 
eventually the match. 
Ail through the tie¬ 
breaker, the staid En¬ 
glish crowd displays a 
noise and passion, 
perhaps just spontan- 
teously borrowed from a 
Spanish bullfighting 
arena. McEnroe is de¬ 
vilishly clever, then 
scowls, does his hands- 
on-the-hip-Jesus-what- 
a-ahot act, hits volleys 
that defy belief, at one 







point falls flat on the 
ground, at another 
howls at the heavens. 
And Borg? As the com¬ 
mentator said, *110 looks 
the coolest man in the 
place’. Hunched shoul¬ 
ders forcing his body 
into a question mark 
shape, he lances topepin 
drives past McEnroe, al¬ 
ways like a man in some 
forceful trance. After 
losing such a tie¬ 
breaker, 22 minutes and 
34 points, even cham¬ 
pions feel a chill of in¬ 
security. Did Borg?— 
who knows, but in the 
fifth and final set, he 
allowed MdBnroe just 3 
poiDta off his Berve-get- 
ting 80% of his 
serves in, the Swede 
gave no indication of 
having ever been in a 
oriais. There has sinoe 
not been a better match. 

But Borg’s inhuman 
discipline and control 
was costly. Writer Nigel 
Clarke who visited him 
on the morning lifter his 

w Tlwreisan 

Mm sntolboth 
I abwrdityand 
I ^ MdiwM in Borg’s 


XJB Open final deftat. the 
same year wrote: T was 
astounded to see bow 
gaunt, tired and unwdl 
he looked. Thmre were 
idmples in a clustw over 
one eye. Sores on his lips 
and cheek. He was bent 
over in a question mark 
of despair^ Mariana 
had been crying again. 
Tm sorry’, I t^ him. 
’Thanks for coming 
around’, he relied. ‘No¬ 
body else has. It’s not a 
good time for me. I can’t 
win in New York’.” He 
never returned to the US 
Open. 

Tennis has changed 
dramatically since Borg 
retired—the racket re¬ 
volution. new styles 
and fitness levels have 
been called progress by 
some, regressive by 
others. Whatever. Borg 
does not look to fit in. 

Some .claim Becker’ 
serve could literally 
splinter the wooden 
Donnay Borg still uses. 
Others argue that 
McEnroe’s serve in 1980 
was hardly wimpish. 

Worst of all, fools de-^ 
grade his Wimbledon 
achievements, saying 
his grass court success 
was linked to the abs¬ 
ence of genuine serve- 
volley players. When 
McEnroe arrived, Borg 
left. Absurd. You do not' 
win five consecutive 
Wimbledons with luck. 
Furthermore, barring 
Lendl, no man has come 
dose to winning France 
and England in the same 
year—Borg did that 
thrice, in sucoeesion. 

He was a legend, a 
singular man. ’Ihe cas¬ 
sette, now repacked, 
ootttidns that Borg. It ie 
too bad then, that he 
must return. That Borg, 
was a player whose 
mould has been 
broken-wven hecannot 
build it again. 
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wortd of Gtilnness Records. 
Amongst them Js Kinetic Hoiwte, 
twice WbHd ftocotd Holder, 
exemplifying endurance. 
reOabWity and spirit of adventure. 

we now invite all those dare* 
devils possessed with the same 
outdoor spirit of adventure and 
who aspire to be amongst the 
Guinness Greats, to come to usi 

We'n assist you in your quest to 
create a Guinness Record in a 
field of outdoor adventure in 
which our product is central to 
the creation of a Record. 


Write to us with details of your 
idea at: 

World Records Promotion Cell. 
Marketing Senrtces Dept., 
Kinetic Honda Motor Ltd., 
Neeta Towers. Dapodi. Pune -12. 
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“Everything sucked. I just 
played like shit and I lost. I'm 
trying to take an extended break 
and try to get right for the next 
yeai.” 

JOHN McENROE, after the 
opening match, in the 2 million 
Dollar Paris Open, which he lost to 
Jacob Hlasek, 


"Everybody talks about his 
weight but Qeorge makes a {oke 
about It and says he’s going off 
to eat some more Ice-cream. 

You push him. It’s like pushing a 
franchise.” 

Usually dour HOLYFIELD, on 
George Foreman who’s fighting fit 
at 118 kgs. 

"I might become a Journalist In 
my favourite city, Hamburg. Or I 
might drive a taxi for a year—I 
mean It seriously. I’d like to be a 
taxi driver, once In the Jungle of 
New York.” 

BECKER commenting on his post 
tennis career. 


VOICES 


I (?' 'it' 

1 





mi 



‘ 

rHi. -■*tr 







'''-It 






m » 






f 









- 4IN 


■’H. 4 


I am stepping down willingly and 
will extend all support to Imran 
so that Pakistan could win the 
Series against the tourists.” 

MIANDAD who created a big 
furore about his playing second 
fiddle to Imran Khan, before the 
New Zealand series, has now 
surprisingly stepped down from 
captaincy. This is the second time 
that he is surrendering the 
captain’s post to Imran. 


“Somet im es I don’t realty know 
what age I’m. I Hva tha aamo Hfb 
that I dkf at do ttm aama 

thi n g s ■■■axcapt fo r Splaying, I 
think that wtMft I’m 1001’H be 
kicking tfta Orat boH at a gams in 


REUS after celetxating his fiftieth 
bklhday. 

”Ha’a ana of the beat and ha'a 
doing to grow. The aky la the 
limit for him.” 

IMRAN KHAN salutes the now 
Indian prodigy Sachin Tendulkar. 
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6 a Knooking On HeavenSs Door: 

a For Pravln Amre the 21>year 
old Bombay batsman, heaven is, 
playing for India. It’s all he’s lived 
and played for and dreamt of 
Today after a series of 
scintillating performances at the 
domestic level, he stands at the 
threshold of his version of the 
Pearly Oates. Robin Chatterjee 
met Amre in his natural 
surroundings in Bombay... 







OO a There is a lot at stake in 
tm/m s the West Indies tour of 
Pakistan. This series will decide 
the best cricketing xmtion in the 
world. We take a look at the teams 
and the various equations that 
will decide the eventual winner. 
Who will be the champion Test 
side? 
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Ttie Himalayan Rally la all about 
proving man’s supremacy against 
nature. Here the winners Stefan 
and MIcheal Uhl In their Toyota 
Celica GT4 splash through a river 
bed. See story on page 64. 
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PRAVIN AMRE 


KNOCKING 
ON HEAVEN'S 
DOOR 


THE taxi atops in front 
of the Shi vajt Park 
clubhouse Igntoutand 
drag’ my bag along It is 
my last day in Bombay 
and I have a flight to 
catch The time is 10 30 
and I am half an hour 
early for my meeting 
Nevertheless, I walk in 
Shivaji Park is bathed 


in brilliant sunshine and 
judging by the hour it is 
pack up tune at the 
club at least for the 
morning session Small 
groups of cricketers are 
still knocking around 
on the grounds watched 
by their coaches The 
rest of them troop into 
the clubhouse The room 


IB filled with the sound 
of incessant chattering 
This 18 no ordinary 
clubhouse,this is no 
ordinary park It is 
perhaps one of the 
biggest nunseries of 
mternational cricket 
An occasional Hindi 
sentence floats through, 
‘sala drive aaj hota nahi 
tha'fthe drive was not 
happemng today) A 
closer check into the 
interiors of the club 
reveals a notice board A 
sudden surge of 
curiosity and there I am 
standing m fiont of it It 
reveals various notices, 
cricketing programmes 
and then, as if suddenly, 
a picture, a headline 
“Amre tops again A 
rather hack headline but 
nevertheless a 
straightforward 
testimony Proof that 
the person I had come to 
meet was not just an 
ordinary cricketer 
A tap on my back 
woke me out of my 
revene TCisko mangta^’ 
“Huh, yes Amre, 
PravinAmre 
Ts he expectingyou"^’ 
Yea, I have an 
appointment with him 
Then sit down, he 
should be hire shortly 'I 
sit down and the 




youngster sits beside 
me 


After a quiet and 
agonismg J 5 mmutes 
another person joins us 
and engages my silent 
partner in conversation 
I can bear it no longer I 
get up and announce to 
the new arrival "Excuse , 
me. I’m looking for 
PravmAmre Can you 
help me^ 
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A ahght Bxmle adorns 
bmfaceandbe 
announces, 7 am Pravin 
Amre ’ 

A rather Simple 
mtroduction 
Pravm Amre was 
standmgm front of me 
wearmg blue jeans and a 
bgbt blue T-shirt Short, 
(S '6*) dark and stocky 
He bad a bright smile, a 
smile that’s full of 


emoLon 
mixed 
with a 
faint 
lining of 
sadness 

"Let’s go, ” I announce 
'Ub, can’t we sit down 
here, ’he says m a small 
voice “No, it has to be at 
yourhouse “He 
besitateebutagrees 
Soon wears walking 


For this simple 21-year-old Bombay 
batsman, heaven is playing for India. It’s 
all he’s lived and played for and 
dreamt of. Today, after a series of 
tremendous performances at the domestic 
level, he stands on the threshold of his 
version of the Pearly Gates. 

Robin Chatter jee met Amre in his natural 
surroundings in Bombay 


down the streets of 
Dadar, he stndmg along 
bnskfuMy and J 
draggmg my heavy bag 
along Various friends 
and well wishers stop 
him along the way Each 


one IS given their due 
After all, he is, I guess, 
the local hero 
It’s a live storeyed 
buildmg that houses the 
Amre’s But they hvem 
one room On entering. 







it m quite easy to tigrure 
out tiuit Amre junior 
and his equipment takes 
up moat of the place A 
email music system 
etands on top of a table 
Prawn ’a father beckons 
us further in and we ait 
down on the bed It is 
timetobefpn 

3 RAVIN 

AMRE’Slove 
for cricket 
emerged 
ever since he 
was a schcxil 

boy at an 

impressionable age of 
11 One day after 
bunking from school he 


“Mr eeaeh Aehrekar 
SlrtoUmeUiatl 
should be la ttw 
playing elem al any cost la 
Boaihay I was lalealed enoinh 
lo play In ihe eleyen bui 
wbenenra Test player came 
almm I would be dropped” 


ended up in front of the 
gates of Shivsgi Park 
where the young 
cricketers were going 
through their paces 


Amre soon became a 
regular there and would 
occasionally stand in as 
a fielder “Actually I 
started my career as a 


fielder,” he says “Then 
one day one of the boys 
approached me and 
asked me if I wanted to 
playoncket I readily 
agreed and was 
thereafter introduced to 
Ramakant Aehrekar, 
my coach ” 

It has been quite an 
eventful journey for 
Amre since A journey of 
ups and downs in equal 
measure, a journey 
through which he has 
come out as a survivor 
and has in the process 
managed to discover his 
capabilities 
Throughout aU this, 
Amre has contmued to 
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impress Within a few 
years he was chosen to 
captain the Bombay 
Under-19team This 
was a side so formidable 
that tliey swept out all 
opposition and made a 
clean sweep of all the 
titles at stake Amre 
himself contributed with 
a stupendous run of 
scores The statisticians 
would compile it thus 

In the C K Nayudu 
trophy he scored 128 m 
theonedayer This was 
followed by a mammoth 
254 in the Cooch Behar 
trophy culminatmg 
with a 206 and a 156 not 
out m the Chidambaram 


“Attw m Mir 
practice al Shiran 
Pah, I star OH la the 
gm lor aa hm w so, horrerr 
sotao hooks hmailullhrarrm' 
Iasi go homo and IlsOa to 
awsic. The Walkmaa Is art 
hast hleaS while I’m on tom” 


trophy This highly 
successful run of scores 


Playing for such a 
high profile team like 


helped him to get a place Bombay can have its 


in the Bombay Ranji 
trophy team 




distinct disadvantages 
and consequently Amre 


Amre with his family 
(second from right): his 
source of strength 
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started to feel the 
pressure He was a 
member of the Ranji 
squad but not m the 
playing eleven It was 
then that he decided to 
move on and not play for 
Bombay He had other 
cricketing plans At the 
age of 19, he was offered 
a job by the Railways in 
return for his services as 
a cricketer The 
Railways, however, 
were a low profile team 
But why this sudden 
desertion from the 
Bombay squad'^ Would it 
not be easier for him to 
get noticed there, rather 
than play for the 
Railways which by all 
accounts were a weaker 
side*^ Amre patiently 
explains, “My coach 
Achrekar sir told me 
that I should be in the 
playing eleven at any 
cost It IS important to 
play matches and to 
score runs That way a 
contact with the game 
can be maintained In 
Bombay I was talented 
enough to play in the 
eleven but whenever a 
Test player came along I 
would be dropped ” This 
could be true fortne 
Bombay team boasts of a 
formidable middle order 
m its Ranji squad 
The switchover to 
Railways had its distinct 
disadvantages too For 
the last three years 
Amre waged a lone war 
on the bowlers But he 
was still being 
overlooked by the 
national selectors 
inspite of scoring the 
necessary hundreds 
Why 80 *^ “I play for the 
Central zone which is by 
far the weakest zone We 
have got knocked out of 
the competition in the 
first game for so many 
years We have not 
really played proper 
matches as such My job 
IS to keep on scoring 







runs in order to get 
noticed by the selectors ” 
If scoring runs is the 
necessary qualification 
for selection then Amre 
passes for ho holds the 
highest average in the 
Duleep trophy which is a 
national record. He 
possesses an average of 
155 with a century in 
every match he has 
played' IIis break up of 
scores reads 110 
against East Zone. 240 
not out against North 
Z!onc followed by a 6 and 
113 in the finals 
In fact, the boy missed 
out on a chance to 
impress the selectors 
soon after India’s 
Under-19 twin tour of 
Austradia and New 
Zealand. The Railways 
had reached the Rartji 
Trophy finals for the 


first time in 1988, but 
Amre did not find 
himself in the playing 
eleven. He was, on the 


He comes ttiwam 
almost as it he Is 
eenllding la me. “Il's 
sent Imaortaal to me, ” he 
whlspen. “There Is aothiag 
else tor me. Alt this has heea 
done wlW ordy one thing in 
mind, to make It to die Mian 
team. Too much work has gone 
into the whale thing. Failure 
means I hare to start at! am 
again. There Isn't much lime 



other hand, slapped 
with disciplinary 
proceedings for failing 
to turn up for the 
previous matches 
preferring to take his B. 
Ckjm exams instead. He 
missed the semi-finals 
and finals and still has 
misgivings about that 
decision. “It was my 
only chance to impress 
the selectors and I 
missed it. ’’ The decision 
did not dampen his 
spirit nor his thirst for 
runs. He promptly 
followed up with a 100 
against Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Apart from trying to 
make a break through in 
the congested Indian 
middle order, trying to 
get a break abroad is 
also very important for a 
batsman of Amre’s 
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His mother adds 
almoa wisihillr, “I 
wish he could plat mr 
India. ” Wen reallslim Hie 
ommHr ot what she has said, 
she hreahs oil Mo giggles and 
looks at her hushand to see 
whether he amens or net He 
does 


h 

calibre Playing in the 
English Counties could 
provide the right soi t of 
experience for him. 

“Well yes,” he explains 
“As far as exposure 
abroad is concerned, I 
did get some of it during 
the Under-19 tours of 
Australia and New 
Zealand. On my return I 
did try to negotiate a 
deal with Lancashire but 
there has been no 
response till now ” 

Thex’c can be only one 
reason for all this that 
Pravin Amre is not a 
• high profile guy lathe 
cour.se of ou r 
conversation it does not 
take much indeptn 
analy.sis to gauge his 
personality He is quiet, 
withdrawn and most 
importantly down to 
earth You will not find 
in him the flashiness of 
a Tendu1kar or the 
glamour of a Havi 
Shastn But put him on 
a cricket pitch and 
watch him unleash his 
aggro 

He bats almost as if he 


IS trying to exorcise the 
demons within him but 
in the midst of this the 
approach is technically 
perfect and aesthetically 
pleasing An art foi'in 
“I am es.scntially a 
very private per.son,” he 
IS (juick to state "1 have 
a limited circle of friends 
out even then 1 don’t g(-t 
to .see much of them 
After my daily practice 
at Shivaji Park, I .stay on 
in the gym for an hour 
or so, borrow some 
books from the library 
or just go home and 


listen to music The 
Walkman is my best 
friend while I’m on 
tour ■■ 

In the course of the 
conversation there is a 
slight rustle behind the 
curtains and Ins mother 
comes out and sits down 
next to his father on the 
fUior The attention is 
now diverted to her. She 
stai'es back a most as if 
m awe A sudden 
awareness envelops her 
and she regains her 
composure Is his father 
satisfied with the 


progress his son is 
making? He obviously 
does not anticipate the 
question. He takes a big 
gulp, smiles and 
stammers on. "He has 
the talent, let him show 
it. I have not advised 
him, nor have I guided 
him I, however, make it 
a point to go and see him 
111 all the matches that 
are played in Bombay.” 

The mother is by now 
clearly nervous She is 
biting the ends of her 
saree and lixiking at her 
husband in 
bewilderment She 
expects to be asked 
something about her .son 
but does not know what 
to say But then she 
cannot avoid the 
question W hat does she 
think of her son’s 
luihievemcnts? 

A slight pause and the 
words come rushing out 
m torrents It is almost 
as if she has been dying 
to say something To 
sing her son’s praises. 
"Accha la^ta hat, ” she 
.squeal.s “My 


THE LAW OF AVERAGES! 


Amre, Praveen Kalyan (b Bombay, 14 Aug, 1968) 


Rami Troplw: 

M 

Inn 

NO 

Runs 

Avpa 

HS 

C 

F 

1M8-87 

1 

1 


11 

11.00 

11 

_ 

_ 

1987-88 

2 

2 

1 

195 

195.00 

186' 

1 

— 

1988-89 

4 

6 

2 

368 

92.00 

214* 

2 

— 

1988-98 

4 

4 

— 

202 

50.50 

79 

— 

2 


11 

13 

3 

778 

77.80 

214* 

3 

2 

Ouiiap Traphy: 









1988-89 

1 

1 

— 

57 

57.00 

57 

— 

1 

1888-88 

3 

4 

1 

465 

155.00 

240* 

3 

— 


4 

9 

1 

522 

130.50 

240* 

3 

1 

Irani Trophy: 
1898-01 

1 


246 

246.00 

246 




F/eSass career 

1 








Total 

16 

19 

4 

1544 

102.93 

246 

7 

3 


CompiM Ravi Kant SHvaatuva 


I 






V 

' ''V 

' 'i: 










^ K K. 


' 'jri tf i^ir^c 


*i'^T ' 

■' »**, 


iK' . 



M ■> tM 
J&i Jr '• 




j * •T.ir 


« « 




!Ct 





neigh tx HI 1 s talk a lot 
.ibout him Aapkd liicikd. 
chamkcpd. (your son is 
going to bhine) they say 
I am sui e that he will 
This IS because he woi ks 
so hai d at his game 
Then adds almost 


wifatlully I wish he 
could play tor India 
Realising the enormity 
ol what she has said she 
bleaks off into giggles 
and looks at her 
husband to see whether 
he approves or not He 


does 

Does Amic see himself 
in the Indian team‘d 
After all he has proved 
himself in front ol the 
selectors His talent 
should no longer be put 
under scrutiny it is 


evident that he has large 
doses of it and the sparse 
gathering in Bangalore 
got a glimpse of it 
during his marathon 
knock of 246 in the Irani 
Trophy when he sent the 
Bengal bowlers 





* 


t 


You will imi flail III him the 
Oashlness of a Taathilkar at the 
gf amour of a Ravi Shastrl. But 
gut him on a eriekel glteh aad 
waleh him uoloash his aggro. 
He hals almost as If he Is hflag 
to exorcise the itemeas within 
him hut la the midst of alt this 
the apgroaeh Is teehaleallr 
gerlecl. An art form... 



A 





* 



scurrying lor cover 
This match saw him 
notch up a low other 
recoicis He became the 
highest individual 
scorer ever in the Irani 
Trophy His partnership 
with captain Ravi 


Shastri was the highest 
foi any wicket in Irani 
Tiophy matches and his 
high scoring knock saw 
Rest ol India garner the 
highest total in the Irani 
Trophy So is there a 
place lor Amre in the 



Indian eleven during the 
oncoming cricketing 
season*^ 

Amie’s eyes light up 
with a stiange passion 
He comes closer and 
peers into my face It is 
almost as it he IS 
conliding in me ‘It’s 
very important to me," 
he whispers ‘‘There is 
nothing else for me 
Ciicket IS all I have I 
have changed my 
school, my college to 
keep in touch with the 
game I hardly ever see 
my lamily as I spend six 
months in Delhi in the 


Ranji Trophy coaching 
camps 1 hardly ever 
attended college The 
better part of my life I 
have gone ahead and 
sac iificed All this has 
been done with only one 
goal in mind to make it 
to the Indian team Too 
much work has gone 
into the whole thing and 
failure means that I have 
to start all over again 
There isn’t much time ’ 
So saying he trails off 
Judging by the way 
Pravin Amre has been 
doing so far, the time is 
now' 


PICTURES: NIKHIL BHAnACHARYA 
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HERE vfsa a time when, while 
scanning^ the spoils pagre, one 
aearohed for Imran, Kapil, 

Hadlee, Richard’s comments on 
the previous day’s play. Great, wasn’t it, 
that you got their version of the 
proceedings? And hence did not have to 
tolerate the views of an obscure "cricket 
correspondent." 

It didn’t take very long for one to 
realise that cricket heroes can’t/don’t 
write. Result was you still got the cricket 
correspondent’s views—only he now 
attached the name of a famous player to 
his work. 

That is the truth. I know because I have 
ghosted columns for eminent cricketers. 
Sitting in hotel rooms. Very often 
without meeting them. 

For ghosted columns the game, as they 
say, is up. Nobody takes them 
seriously—they are gfooglies read 
effortlessly by the batsmen. Nobody is 
fooled. Anymore. 

The point is whether newspapers 
should carry ghosted columns. 

Definitely not, feel most Journalists. The 
Sports Journalists’ Federation of India 
(SJFI) has condemned ghosted columns 
on the ground that if pieces have not been 
written by persons supposed to be 
writing them, then newspapers should 
desist from p^icipating in the fraud. 
Why dupe unsuspecting readers and 
compromise credibility? 

V. Srivataa (Seoy/SJFI) denounces 
these coliunns for 3 reasons: a) They are 
irresponsible, the ghost has no 
accountability. Consequently he writes 
rubbish (b) Ghosts write without meeting 
the players. Readers, therefore, do not 
get the players’ views (o) For established 
newspapers the coliunns make 
absolutely no difference to sales (Has a 
major newspaper sold even one copy 
extra because of these ooltunns? Srivasta 
asks). 

If most papers still carry ghosted 
columns the reason is they make sound 
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^ '^«oQn<aolo«m8e.Nowada3rs,o6liuxm8are 
'•pondored and the paper «(^tULUy gets 
\ for oarrsring them. When the whole 

issue Is thus eqtiated to running an ad on 
the spmrts page, why should the 
papers—also being marketed like other 
oommodlties--refu8e a column? 

Another reason for the newspapers' 
continued patronage is the immense 
personal clout of the syndloates. Owned 
and run by highly cozmeoted persons, it 
is difficult for a paper to say no to a 
column even if it wanted to. 

Like the bigger newspapers the 
regional pubUoations find columns 
fincuioially attractive, though for 
entirely different reasons. The oolmnns 
come at affordable rates and for a small 
new8{M.per a Kapil Dev/Imran Khan 
A'nyline helps enhance oiroulation. 

K apil D£V was the mam organiser of 
the Escorts Cup in Delhi. He 
negotiiMed with teams, supervised 
arrangements, drew up fixtures. Thanks 
to his personal initiative to teams and top 
players came for the limited ovors 
tournament. 

The running around, and constant 
tying up. left Kapil exhausted. ‘It’s 
tough work," he «dd, “You have to do so 
many small things.” On my asking the 
reason for getting mto the^hamels, he 
explained: "We felt the need for such a 
« tournament m Delhi. The idea was also to 
have a tournament which offers good 
prizes so that players epjoy playing. You 
wouldn’t just play because the olfioe 
team has entei^.” 

The tournament was well run, the 
players hada good time, the cricket was 
dbsorldng. One particular game 
(Ghemidi^ vs Mohan Meakins) produced 
650runs in 100 oversl Escorts ooUeoted 
' 50,000 for winning, twice the amount 
L Bengal received for wizmlngBanJi. 

F RCBdftcUstance the guy looked like 
any other fitness fanatic. Can’t be a 
cricketer, I tcdd myself as he ran 
!"«,vOpuntless rounds of the Add. 
;,z^bodiaaDy stretch, bent, sit-upped 
I^Mh'Upped. Jdl with the zeal of amaniao. 
'^ {fldssr tocdt zsvealed the identity 

Imag^ll 

Ito sdzne^^ 


produc^g some cricket cassette. But he’s 
surfaced suddenly and is training twice 
as hard as a man half his age. 

“I love training,” Jimmy explained, a 
oharaoferlstio shy smile on his face. *^0 
me fitness Is the most important thing. If 
the body is fit then Just one week m the 
net is good enough. It does not take 
mitch longer to get into the groove ” 

Off competitive onoket for more than a 
year (since Deodhaur Trophy in 
September, 1989) Jimmy has devoted 
much time, energy and money to 
produce a 4-hour cricket coaching 
cassette. Most top Indian players have 
been associated i^th it. Jimmy said. He 
hopes to release it shortly alter locating a 
sponsor. 


"I love training/' Jimmy 


tlQ/ 

explained, a characteristic shy 
smile crossing his face. "To me 
fitness is the most important 
thing, if the body is fit then just 
one week at the nets is good 
enough...to get into the 
groove... 


S UMEDH SHAH (SMO’s buainMs 
partner in PMO) informs that despite 
the row between Sunil O and Bishen B 
they would only be pl^ised to carry the 
latter’s column 

‘‘Bishen could not write for some time 
because of the B(X:i contract Nowheis 
firee toresume his writing,” said 
Sumsdh. 

Haven’t things soured due to the 
slanging game through respective 
columns and the squabble in England? I 
asked. Replied Sumedh; "What happens 
between Bishen and Sunil personally 
does not affect PMG." 

Actually It does. In a way. Some papers 
reportedly have refused the columns 
because it onJsr contained violent 
personal attacks on each other 
Ckmfirmed Sumedh: "We have had a case 
like that. But one reason for that was the 
column had become somewhat irregular 
end wss ndssihg deadlines." 
■vMiniTiiiiAtfitni 
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QUESTIONS 


1 Which boxer had 
the name 

‘Brockton Bomber ? 


2 In theTour-De 
France, at any 
stafjeofthe race, how 
can the leader be 
identified*'* 


3 Jahangir Khan, 
tlie Pakistani 
squash player, owns 
a company What is 
its name? 


4 In Indian football 
who is awarded the 
Kamala Gupta 
Trophy? 


5 What is commom 
to the following 
tennis players;-Ilie 
Nastase, John 
Newcombe, Jimmy 
Connors. Bjorn Borg, 
John McEnroe, Ivan 
Lendl, Mats Wilander 
and Stefan Edberg. 


6 Maureen Connoly 
had the nick name 
‘Little Mo’. How did 
she get it? 


7 Which athlete 
had the nickname 
‘Ballet from Bloem’? 


8 In cricket, which 
two countries 
compete for the 
Wisden Trophy? 

9 In which sport 
are the following 


terms used;- 
Whoops 

de Doops, Berms. 
Camel Jumps, 
Table 

Top and Kidney 
Belts? 


J. W nickname is 
‘Romford Robot 



ANSWERS 


1. Rocky Marciano. 

2. He wears a yeltow jersey'. 

3. Unsquashable Ltd. 

4. Runner up in the Santosh Trophy. 

5. These are the men to have been ranked No. 1 
since ATP ranking came into use. 

6. A newspaper wnter described her to be as 
dangerous on the court as the battieship 
‘Missouri’. Since 'Missouri' was known as Big 
Mo. she became Littie Mo. 

7. Zoia Budd. 

8 .. India and West Indies. 

9. All these are terms from Motocross. 

10. Snooker player Steve Oavts. 

11. Graham Gooch to tan Botham, after Botham 
took a wicket with his first ball in a Test match 
after returning to the game in 1986. 

12. All were doubles titles. 

13. He was a policeman. 

14. Everton Weekes. 

15. Darts. 

16. Icehockey. 

THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED 
BY; 

RAJA BISWAS, 

GREEN VIEW; PUT 11 ME. 

119 SOUTHERNAVENUE. 

CALCUTTA-700029. 

All answers are sent in by the contributor 


RATING TEST 

Above 14; Wish you were pari of our Quiz 
team. 

Between 11 and 14: You are not too bad 
Below 11: Sportsworld reading 
recommended. 



1 -4 “Who writes 
JL your bloody 
script?" Who asked 
this to whom? 


■4 What was so 
-L ^unusual about 
Elizabeth Ryan’s 
I'ecord of 19 
Wimbledon titles? 


■4 Q What was 
J. O Christopher 
Dean's occupation 
before he became a 
full time partner of ** 
Jane Torvill in ice 
skating? 


■4 j4 Which former 
± ^West Indian 
cricket Test captain 
became the bridge 
champion of Barbados 
in 1984? 


■4 pr In which game 
JL Odo you find the 
sequence of 
7-3-19-7-8? 


■i ^ Which sport 
-L Odid Bjorn Borg 
give up to concentrate 
on tennis? 
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ALL IN THE GAME 


F ootball 

referees have 
undergone a 
sudden change of 
heart In fact, their 
kindness borders on 
the ridiculous For 
instance 

In Uruguay, a 
match was being held 
between 

Independencia, and a 
team called 
strangely enough, 
Uruguay 

Independencia were 
winning the game 2 t 
when Uruguay 
suddenly equalised 
The Independencia 
players were lui loas 
their contention was 
that the ball had 
entei’cd the net 
thi ough a hole in the 



A ©hang'© of heart 

side netting They 

by—quite 

th(>n pi oceeded to 

literally kicking the 

express then 

referee off the field 

disappointment 

The pwr referee 


Daniel Nunez, then 
had a look at the video 
in the dressing I’oom 
and the truth 
presented Itself He 
had committed a 
gross mistake, he 
realised The players 
wore light, the ball 
had indeed entered 
through a hole in the 
netting (loing back 
to the pitch he 
disallowfHl the goal 
and the match 
finished in favour ol 
Independencia The 
referee ho we ve I made 
no report on being 
kii’ked 

Uruguay have 
meanwhile appealed 
that It IS illegal to i ule 
out a goal on video 
evidence 




A nd back home in 
India our 
political 

til© politics.! tid© problems are slowly 

creeping into, or 

finding voice in the spoi’ting arena 
In Bombay, the National Aquatic 
Championships also witnessed a slight 
diversification towards the communal problem 
of our country The Uttai Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh contingents made a dramatic enti-y 
into the Andheri Municipal Sports complex 
taking everyone by surprise with their 


cries of' Jai Shri Ham. Jai Shri Ham 

They were instigated in this move by their 
leader Mr R S Mislira, who was .sjxirting a 
VHP badge on his shirt front Mishia was, in 
fact, m charge of the Kar Sevaks in Lucknow 
His son and he got arrested dui ing the 
Ram Janmabhoomi fiasco but he was later 
released due to his associat ion with the 
national team Later on. as the meet got 
underway he was seen giving his views to 
newsmen It is evident that the idea of creating 
political platform in t he vast field of spxirts is 
not a bad one Sport is the pioorer for it 


A nd in the field of 
sporting 
business dreams 
die hard and fast 
This is with special 
emphasis to the 
athletics show 
business Take the 
example of LA Gear, 
which was founded in 
1983, and went on to 
become the industry’s 
third largest 
company after Nike 
and Reebok 
L A Gear sales 
figures last year had 
gone upto $167 
million and the 


L.A.GEAft 


G©t th© boot 



company boasts a cool 
185 per cent annual 
return to investors, 
the highest in any 
New York Stock 
Kxchange firm 
But this year their 
.sales took a sudden 
dive of 36 pier cent 
This had led to the 
shareholders filing 
suits against L A 
Gear Their mam 
contention is that 
L A Gear has misled 
them with their 
figures Looks like 
L A Gear really got 
the boot 




















■QUEST COLUMN 


Harsh Winters 
In The Land Of 
Brilliant Light 




Mike Breaxley, the former England captain looks back 
on touring a country where aggression is second 

nature... 


N My first visit to 
Australia, m 1977, we 
flew to Perth from 
India and Sri Lanka In 
the cities of the 
sub-continent, chaos 
was forever just around 
the next corner All was 
untidy and irregular, 
and even thought and 
feeling were less 
logic-bound ‘What’s five 
minutes agamst 
eternity,'^’ asked an 
Indian reporter held up 
in Calcutta 
Perth could not have 
been a greater contrast 

Off the plane, the 
immigration officer 
greeted us cheerily 
‘Lillee’ll murder you, 
mate Have a good visit 
We carried our own 
bags Outside, in the 
air-conditioned bus, we 
found ourselves in a 
sanitised world of 
briUiant bght, sparkhng 
water, of glass and 
concrete 

Of course the 
Australia most visitors 


and all cricketers see is 
indeed Patrick White’s 
Fnnge of Leaves around 
the vast burnmg 
interior 

Once m a while, 
however, the wind 
would turn round and 
blow from the centre, 
then those who 
happened to livmg in the 
tmy blobs dotted at huge 
mtervals along the coast 
got a touch of the oven’s 
blast Cricketers, out in 
the noonday sun, got it 
more than most, as 
when, in the Sydney 
Testof 1978-9, the 
daytime high stayed 
between 103-108F for 
four days What with the 
I baying crowds, the hash 
I light and the rock-hard 
pitches one could almost 
fool oneself, then, that 
the environment had 
somethmg in common 
with what the explorer 
Voss encoimtered on his 
journey inwards 

Let me describe this 
hardness One of the 


bigget differences 
facing cricketers in the 
country as they move 
from club or school 
cricket to firstclass 
cricket is the lack of 
‘give’ in the pitches on 
country grounds 
Decades of rolling have 
packed them down In 
Australia one finds the 
same difference Studs 
make no impression on 
the surface, 

Harold Larwood, 
describing his 
first match at the 
Adelaide Oval, said ‘I 
wore the shoes I wore in 
England ones with 
spikes hammered into 
the soles The wicket 
was so smooth and hard 
it shone back at you like 
sun off tarmacadam 
Soon I started to slip I 
had nought for 80, and I 
was blaming the 
footholds Thecaptam 
asked to look at my 
boots All my spikes 
were gone, broken clean 
off on that iron wicket ’ 


Jeff Thomson: 
pace turbulence 
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Not that I’m inclined 
to feel sorry for fast 
bowlers for long. For the 
batsman, the ball seems 
to travel faster in the 
clear air, and, especially 
when it is new, loses less 
momentum after 
pitching. 

The Australians, 
brought up in these 
conditions, tough by 
nature and culture, are 
indeed formidable 
opponents. Under Ian 
Chappell, they literally 
and metaphorically 
bristled with 
aggression. We English 
in our more hangdog, 
self-depredic^ing way. 
can be over-impressed, 
even daunted, by their 
hype and image. In 


In the match 
itself I think we 
were frightened 
not only by the 
real Lillee but by 
o mythical one; 
the pitch was no 
longer so fast and 
nor was he, but 
we lost o Test 
match because 
we believed they 
were. Maybe, 
Graham Gooch's 
bristling jaw 
symbolises his 
resolve to counter 
on their own 
terms the Aussie 
obrosiveness; not 
only designer 
stubble, but 
stubble by 
design... 










1079, as the first Test 
drew closer, Channel 9 
TV showed more and 
more pictures of Lillee, 
Thomson in their pomp 
on the Perth pitch which 
had recently been the 
fastest in the world. 

In the match itself I 
think we were 
frightened not only by 
the real Lillee but by a 
mythical one; the pitch 
was no longer so fast 
and nor was he but we 
lost a Test match 
because we believed they 
were. Maybe Graham 
Gooch’s bristling jaw 
symbolises his resolve to 
counter on their own 
terms the Aussie 
abrasiveness; hot only i 




designer stubble, but 
stubble by desigpi. 

On my retxirn from 
one toiu*, a friend’s 
six-year-old son who 
had watched the 
highlights on TV, said 
to me in awe: ‘Mike, 
some of those balls they 
bowled were absolutely 
shocking.’ He was right, 
they were; but by no 
means all; this winter 
they are unlikely to be as 
shocking as in West 
Indies last year when 
Gooch led England to a 
admirably courageous 
performance. Similar 
gp-it will be needed both 
individually and 
collectively. It is always 
so in Test crickt not least 
in Australia. • 










PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


HFA'S lAIEST 
RULE 

Soccer And Sex 

A nd in France, os is 
always the case the 
hottest thing going 
is, you guessed it—sex. 
The European Football 
Union has revealed that 
a French club hod hired 
the fav(>urs of call girls 
and offered them to the 
referees in order to 
obtoin a certain amount 
of leniency from them 
during the match. The 
referees, needless to say 
lapped up this attention. 

This news reached 
even more shocking 
starxkirds when 
Bordeaux chairman 
Clande Bex odmitted to 
the sports doily L’Equlpe 
that he hod provided 
prostitutes at half a 
doxen European Cup 
matches. He went on to 
candidly state that, 

"The Eurppeon cup is a 
party. It is a tradition to 
welcome people 
properly. But you can't 
say that we bought the 
refeees." 

None of us who read 
this bit of news can soy 
it either after oil the 
referee s have not been 
financially bribed they 
hove just been provided 
with o bit of 'rib tickling' 
en jo yment. One 
wondets if these things 
exist in our local feogue 
too. God forbid. 


SAUMBOWLSAMiUOEN 

Loses His Composure 


S ALIM MALIK 
may be a wdiiK at 
guarding his 
wicket but when it 
conies to matters of 
the heart he’s 
hopeless. Recently he 
came under severe 
emotional pressure 
(self wrought) and his 
normally solid 
defence crumbled 
when he gave in to the 
charms of 21*year«ld 
beauty Durdana Zar 
andnuurriedher. 
Bowled neck and drop. 

Durdana is not Just 
an ordinary tjrpe of 
girl. Meaning she has 
both beauty and 
brkins and this could 
make quite a 
combination. The giri 
is a brilliant student 
and is doing her 
Master’s in 
psychology at 
Rawalpindi's 


Government college. 
She knocked Malik 
foraslxidienthey 
two years ago at the 
Nehru Centenary 
Tournament in (hold 
your breathi) India. 

The introdwtion 
wasmadeby Ijas 
Ahmed, who we 
suspect played Cupid. 
Ijas is Malik’s 
teammate and 
Durdana’s 
brothei^in-law. 

But waiti Iho newly 
weds haven’t set up 
house as yet and will 
not till next spring. 
You see, Durdana’s 
fatheT'in-law is calling 
the shots and hewon’t 
let her go till she 
completes her 
Master’s. Malik can 
unleash his fury at the 
touring West Indians 
for this. 



MaHkand Durdana Zar: HfaaftarthaMaatar’a dagrat 





Chang and Mlloslav 
Meclr have their own Idea of ‘fishing’ 

CHANG AND CmmCS 

Love Means, No Score' 

H ERE'S the latest info on Michael Chang. The 
guy is not normal and after you read this 
you're probably going to agree with us. The 
point is, have you ever heard of a 
Chinese-American, who is a millionaire, 

18-year-old and cute...and singlet 
Well, Michael was at the Hong Kong Open 
recently and managed to really charm his female 
tens. Ivan Lendl may have wMpped his butt in the 
game but the post match honours went to him when 
he was mobbed by the schoolgirls. 

The irony of it all is that to Chang ‘love’ means 
nothing but the score. He has no girlfriend at the 
moment—^“It can be very distracting and could 
hurt my tennis.” The id^ girl for Chang 
(according to him) would be someone who is Asian 
as well as a (Thristian. “I don’t go out on dates very 
often. It’s a kind of waiting game for me.” 

He, however, took time out to hit balls for 
charity with former Miss Hong Kong, Anita Yuen 
^i^ng Yi (gaspl), also 18. Unlike Chimg her shots 
soared along with hor high spirits. “It’s the 
opportunity of a lifetime for me,” she gushed. To 
which Cha^ cryptically replied: “She looked 
jmettygoodtome.” 


SUNUOlinANOHIIIRAN 

Choritoble Leonings 

M LOT of things happened in London 

II recently. For example, Imran Khan and 
*ASuniI Dutt got together. No, the Khan is 
not going to do a movie, at least, not yet. Nor is 
Dutt taking up cricket seriously. Hie two of 
them got together to fight for a cause—cancer. 
A dinner was organised in London by Sunil 
Dutt for the Imran Khan Charitable Trust. The 
dinner raised a whopping £100,000 for the 
Khan and the Dutt who was in an extra 
generous mood donated an extra £20,000 from 
the Nargis Dutt Charitable Trust. Both Imran 
and Sunil Dutt have gone through their 
personal traumas because of cancer Dutt lost 
his wife to the Big C. while Imran lost his 
mother to the killer disease. 

The idea for the fund raising dinner was 
Imran’s and he approached Sunil Dutt in 
Bombay during the Lehar Pepsi Cup 
tournament with it The Dutt readily agreed 
and the results are there for all to see. Imran is 
in sucha generous mood these days that he 
even relinquished the Pakistan captaincy only 
to get it back again. PR and generosity does 
work to one’s advantage. 
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the last senes 

between West Indies and PaJustan 
IS any pointer then the 
final of the championship 
of the world began at Karachi on 
15 November The last time the 
two countries met. the result was 
1-1 with Imran Khan furious that 
the West Indies umpires had 
depnved them of the senes in the 
last Test, one of the complaints 
was that David Archer and 
company couldn’t read between 
Qadir’s googly and flipper, they, 
Imran wrote, ‘kept confusing one 
for the other ’ ‘West Indies 
batsmen’, again Imran wrote, 

'kept getting away, finally, things 
came to a stage that Qadir would 
actually alert the umpire that he 
was going to bowl the flipper, not 
the near look-alike’ Qadir topped 
it by punching a spectator on his 
nose, Imran explamed it away as 
‘the tension had got to him’' 

That series opened the 
observer’s eyes to the fact that the 
post-Lloyd West Indies could be 
outsmarted in its own backalley 
Pakistan confused bookmakers by 
losing the five one-day 
internationals, then impudently 
wrapped up the first Test, lost the 
next and was stretched to draw 
the third England, this year, did 
a near repeat by winning the first 
Test but eventually lost the senes 
However, the credit goes to 
Pakistan for havmg pricked the 
bubble a good two years before 
any other country in 
contemporary cricket 
Two and a half years later, the 
countries go into sudden death 
agam-if with a few modifications 
There’s no Viv Richards Haynes 
IS the West Indies captain New 
names like Brian and Waqar 
Younus peppier the nval sides 


THEYOUNUS 




YOUNUS appiears quite a 
phenomenon. Thirteen months 
ago, he hadn’t even been ‘spotted’ 
The story goes that he was on 


THE WEST INDIES SINCE 1985 




VENG 

VPAK 

VNZ 

VINO 

VPAK 

VENQ 

VAUS 

VINO 

VENQ 


1965-86(H) 

1988-87(A 

1986- 87(A 

1987- 88 A) 

1987- 88(Hi 
1988(A 

1988- 89(A 

1988- 89(H 

1989- 90(H) 


NOTE. The West Indies have not lost any of the last 19 senes since June 
1980, winning outright 14 of these and squaring the rest. In this 
span they have played 82 Tests, won 44, lost 8 and drawn 30. In 
the last five yB$rs, Pakistan is the only team to beat the West 
Indies more nian once. 

PAKISTAN SINCE 1985 


VSL 

VSL 

VWI 

VINO 

VENG 

VENG 

VWI 

VAUS 

VNZ 

VINO 

VAUS 

VNZ 


1965-e6(H) 

1985- 86(A 
1^87(Hi 

1986- 87{A) 
1987(A 

1987- 88{H) 

1987- 88(A 

1988- 89(H 

1988- 89(A 

1989- 90(Hi 

1989- 90(A 

1990- 91(H 


NOTE: In the last five years, Pakistan has lost only one senes; to 
Australia (0-1) in 1969-90. So the only other team that could 
claim to be one of the contenders for die title of the world's best 
side is Alan Bonder's. 


‘show’ in the match between the 
Wills Trophy winners at Lahore in 
early October 1989 when Imran 
piausing to watch the telecast, saw 
him Who’s this‘s 


lANDADisinlo 
his 15th 
year...He 
registered a teenaged 
entry, so the 
assumption is that the 
creak in his knees and 
ankies has begun...and 
may eventuaiiy force 



Enquiries were made and 
‘kaptaan* resolved that he just had 
to take him to Sharjah a week 
later And to the Nehru Cup a 
fortnight later So be it On 15 
November 1990 Waqar Younus 
was playing in a Test for his 
country 

Within 6 months Younus had 
county contract in his folder In 
the space of another four mont'.h 
he had 57 pounty victims (average 
23 81) as well, fmishing sixth best 
bowler m the entire England 
season 

We watched him a bit casually at 
first during the Karachi Test 
agamst India last year However, 
after he picked up the early 












wickets the bmcx-uUrs came out, 
the statistician got busy and 
Indian batsmen stai ted fishing for 
protective 
gear in the 
dressing 
room 
How doc s 




Thft ultimate bowling machine: 
Can Malcolm Marshall get back 
his smooth and slick action to 
bring tha hosts down to earth? 


describe what Younus did that 
aftcuiuoii to the 

sui prised Indians ^ I jet s do it a bit 
diffeieiiUy 1 had descended from 
the Karac hi Pi ess box -a high 
175 yards from the pitch to the 
fust low of the pavilion eiiclosute 
some 85 yaids away The mote 
one watched him and the Indians 
(the debutant Tendulkai included) 
the more one was leminded of 
Keith Miller s woids when he saw 
Thomson going through Mike 


HERE could also be 
an international 
¥ote oino 
confidence in 
Pakistan’s ability to 
conduct a series with 
honesty. The recent 
complaints by New 
Zealand haee done as 
muchharmas 
Pakistan’s elctorles 
ba¥e done good in the 
international eye 


Dennis MCC in late 1974 Miller 
wrote Sitting it the press box I 
was scared Waqar Younus did a 
bit of that to Sportaworld’s 
man on the spot on the afternoon 
ot 16 Novembei last year 


THE OLD’ MEN OF 
PAKISTAN 


The other point of interest is the 
long-standing tenure of three 
PaJestan cricketers Abdul Qadir, 
now-in, now-out, is 
would-you-beheve it into his 14th 
year for Pakistan He made his 
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Two and two make deadly four'; 
The West Indies quartet. Bishop 
and Walsh; And Ambrose and 
Marshall 


debut m 1976-77 against the 
touring England side and is still 
afloat When you consider that 
Bed! was out before his 14th year 
(1986-79), there is a certain 
disbelief that Qadir is still around 
It adds to the man’s stature, 
though he will be cornered mto 
doing much more than his recent 
best in this senes 
Miandad is mto his 15th year 


(debut 1975) and don t foi get that 
Gavaskar lasted 16 (1971-87) 
Miandad registered a teenaged 
entry, so the assumption is that 
the creak in his knees and ankles 
has begun (actually it is the back') 
and may eventually force him out 
of the game 

Then we come to Imran 
Appointed captain m 1982, he still 
has the job (whenever he feels like 
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The press has made a lot of 
noise over the Javed-lmran 
relationship. But on the field all 
the problems seem to be 
bygones 

it) Not only is his tenure the 
loiiffest among' current-day 
captains, his is also the only stable 
form of leadership in a country 
that almost always is onthe edge 
of a political crisis. It is an amazing 
phenomenon that when the 


HE more one 
watcheO Younis 
anome Indians 
(the debutant Tendulkar 
included), the more one 
was reminded ol Keith 
Miller's words when he 
saw Thompson going 
through Mike Dennis' 
MCC in iate 1974. Miner 
wrote, 'Sitting in the 
press box I was 
scared'. 


WEST INDIES VS PAKISTAN 


CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF 
THE REAL KIND' 


At a time when Test matches, more often than not, 
end in bores, the two teams 
have had many a close finish to their contests 


FiM Test. FaitaltMd; Paklttan WOP by 186 ffiiis^. 

'nid West Indies capitulated astonisMngly: agaii^t, Qiadir and Imran tbf. 
their lovrest Test total on the fourth day as they ^ttcimpted to make 2401^.. 

Wlhi ■ ’ ‘' ' f ' 

SojAT^: iNckttm 169 j^hnran 61, 6ray;.4 for 30) and 3*28 (Qasim Omar 48. 

’ Yc^ttsUf 61, Abam 66^ Wott Indltt 346 (Richardson 64, Haynes 40. AJsram 
6 for 9.1) and 63 (Richardson 14, Imran 4 for 30, Qadir e/or 16). Man <rf 
the Mbtoh: Wasim Akram. 

tteoiMl Tnt, uihors: Wist Indlit won by in innings 10 ram. 

West sadftly and comprehensively at^iged Iheir first Test defeat in 
three da^. Their total of 318 wad the third lowest in Test history to be 
ijoate byaeidet^an taningB. West Ihdian fast bowlers were at their lethal 
hist, idiaring’ 17 wickets. The concept of neutral umpiripg started from 
^this xnatoh with Indian umpires offioiating. Paldstan’e total of 77 Was 
their, worst in a home Test. 

doores; Pakistan ISI (MiBndad4e, Mansiiall 6 for 38v Walsh 3 fbi: 66) and 77 
(hdajDdad 19. Walsh 4 for 21, Gray 3 for 20); Wist ImRis 318 (Qreenidge 76.. 
RlohB^ 44. Imran 5 fait SO.IQa^r 4 f<m 98) Mai^ of the Match: Malcolm 
idtoishaav,, 

■' ■' ' yIi'.. ■ ■ . 

tWitI''Tmfc'itairatbir- iWaich^drawn'. ■ ’ 

m iOtai^tt^pt to score 813 to yidh plamd and 

Weirt Indies were presB^.Ki^;fbf yibfeky Whita' Ihdian umpirw 
brt^hb the. players ^ i^th niB^ aiMmaiadatc# 8Cd7ers left. Imran. 
tOofc'eifldxk yraciketa in'the maidb wid ipwme 0 a^rab& his bcU ip tbs second 


Celsius is wrong, he hands over 
his government to the Jatois of the 
Pakistan teeun; as soon as the 
winter sun cools down the 
subcontinent, the king abandons 
hibernation and the trusted Jatoi 
willingly hands back his portfolio 
without complaint. One wonders 
how much longer a man, who was 
supposed to have been obituarised 
on 5th November 1987, will be 
able to stretch it. His 
contributions to the Pakistan 
middle-order make him a useful 
inclusion; his opening of the 
bowling in the just-concluded 
one-day series against West Indies 


surprised the critic who has seen 
him bowl third change in second 
gear in the Nehru Cup last year. 

Under him, Pakistan is 
potentially the most exciting in 
the world-even today. Take him 
away and half the international 
spotlight dims. It is a perfect 
example of an individual's stature 
growing at the expense of his 


The new pace trio that has 














JkxHMi: W«lt 240 OEUdharcLB 70, lUchardeon 44, Qadir 4 far 107) aild 
^11 (Haynes % noteu^, Imran 6 for 49, Qadir 3 for 84); Pakistan 239 (Raja 
^02, Mlandad 76|, Or^ 3 for 40, Rutta 4 tor 73) and 126 for 7 (Raja 29, 
MarahaU 3 for 31, S .for 22). Man of the Matoh: Imran Khan. 

Ji87-8I'> ■’ -'■ 

nisi IM. Qaargatowiu PaUstM won ^ 

With Rioharda and Marahatt both abcmt; West Indies lost their first home 
Jhst in 11 years when akij^>er Imran (with 11 wiokets) made a massive 
cxmtribation to Pakistani auooess on his s^um to 7t«t orioket. West 
Indian baWmen ndver caane to terms wl^ a deficit 143 in the first 
innings. 

Scores: WS^ IIH0SS 292 (Ric^iardaon 75, Logie 80, Imran 7 for 80) and 172 
(Oreenidge 43, Hooper 23, imran 4 for 41. Qadir 3 for 66); Pakistan 430 
(Miandad 114, Yousuf 62, Batt0r8on3for82, Walsh 3 fdr 80) and 32 for 1. 
Man of the Match; hman Khan. 


Sao^ fast. Part of Spain; Match drawn. 

Ail^pio encounter which was only deoi 


Anepic encounter which was only decided when Qadir was able to survive 
^ iMt five balls Of the final over with BUfistan nine wiokets down in their 
Second innings after making valiant effort to make the 372 runs required 
to win. 

Boores: West illdlas: 174 (Richardson 42, Richards 49, Imran 4 for 38, Qadir 
4 for 83) and 391 (Richards 123, Dujon 106 not out, Imran 6 for 116, 
Qadir 4 for 148); PakisMn 194 (Salto Malik 66, Yousvif 39, Marshall 4 for 
60, Benjamin 3 for 32) and 34^1 for 9 (Raja 44, Miandad 102, Ij^ 43, 
^usuf 38. Benjamin 3 for 73^ Man of the Match: Vivian Riohoi^. 

IttM Test, ftldgctown: West Indlss won hy 2 wieksts. 

Another gripping contest went the West Indies^ way after an unbroken 
l^ih wicket stand of 61 between Dujon and Benjamin. I^kistan batted the 
whole Of the first day for 309, West Indies got within 3 runs of Pakistan (at 
ope stage loeing 4 wiokets for 3 runs in is bedlsand recovering again from 
226 for 8). fixuan with Shoaib’e help guided Pakistan to 262 in their 
eikxmd eeaay. When Akram bowled Richards on the fifth morning the 
hota^s side were reduced to 180 for 7, still 86 runs away from victory but 
iilijr'mBde It.',' 

0oc^: PokMan S09 (Raja 54, Shoaib 54. Akram 38. Marshall 4 for 79) add ; 
262 (Sxoaib 64, toran 43 not out, KtoshaU 5 for 65); West Indiss 306 
[Hooper 54. Rtchaids 67, Marshall 48, Imran 3 for 108, Akram 3 for 88) 
and 288 for 8 (Richardson 64, Richards 39. Dujon 28 not out, Benjamin 41 
act out, Akram 4 for 73). Man of .the Match: Malcolm Marohall. 
ky^.fl^ ■ ■ ■ 




institution The tragedy (future) 
would be a loss of identity for 
Pakistan’s cricket for a longish 
while after he has re-retired 

There could also be an 
international vote of 
no-confidence in Pakistan’s ability 
to conduct a series with honesty 
The recent complaints by the New 
Zealand administration that 
Pakistan’s umpires looked the 
other way and allowed their own 
bowlers to tampcr/alter/lift the 
seam and extract unfair 
advantage have done as much 
harm as Pakistan’s victories liave 
done good in the international 
eye I am sure the BCCP is not 
incompetent as the western Press 
makes it out to be. but there is a 
danger that soon touring 
Pakistan may be as relaxing as 
going to Turkey with a bit of 
‘hash’ on you. For more details, 
see ‘Midnight Express.’ 


BY MUDAR PATHERYA 


_ 


■ .. S’ ' ' 










■■ Ml best ever, 
and will 
}ii decide 
^hich 

team is the number one 
team of the world. ” 

Thus, spake the West 
Indians manager Lance 
Gibbs when he set foot , 
on Pakistani soil earlier 
this month. With this 
statement the battle 
lines had been drawn. 
This was to be an extra, 
ordinary series. A 
series, that wotild prove 
to the world, the most 
superior contemporary 
cricketing nation. There 
was a lot at stake for 
both the teams and 
especially for both the 
captains. 

Desmond Haynes was 
the man chosen to lead 
the West Indies squad, 
in the absence of Viv 
Richards who is still 
recuperating from an 
operation. As is 
customary the West 
Indies are with an 
arsenal of pace bowlers 
comprising Malcolm 








Marshall, Curtly 
Ambrose, Ian Bishop, 
Courtney Walsh and the 
revived Ezra Mosley 
This was to be the real 
test for MarshsDl who 
was injured, and was 
not at his devastating 
best for the series 
against England He 
recovered to play a 
pivotal role for 
Hampshire In this 
8erie8,he has to prove 
once again that he had 
not lost the drive, the 
killer-instmct and the 
guile that made him the 
most dreaded bowler in 
the world 

This was also to be a 
very crucial senes for 
the inspirational 
Pakistan captain, Imran 
Khan returning to 
international cricket 
aftei a lay off and with 
doubts about his fitness 
Of late he has not even 
played in the English 
Country Moreover, the 
nature in which he got 
back into the di iver^s 
seat of Pakistan cricket 
was quite 

extraordinary Javed 
Miandad voluntarily 
relinquished the mantle 
for Imran saying lam 
quitting in the greater 
interest 
of the 
game and 
the coun¬ 
try ” Imran 
jumped 
at the 
offer 

happily, but modestly 
“Miandad’s gesture was 
great and it is an honour 
for me to lead Pakistan 
once again”, he said 
placidly 

The pressure on 
Waqar Youms is to be 
tremendous With 
Akram still recovering 
from the operation, he 
has to prove that his 
performance against the 



Imran Khan was the 
main motivation for 
his team with his 
splendid knocks and 
superb bowling 






>- -I J V. , 


Kiwis was not just a 
temporary flash of 
brilliance To 
complement him in the 
bowling department are 
Imran Khan, Salim 
Jaffer and Aaquib Javed, 
but the youngster who 
was so successful in the 
English County season 
and against the Kiwis 


was how to bear the 
brunt of the famed 
Pakistani attack 
Waqar Youms, in the 
first one dayer at 
Karachi, was a one-man 
army that tore through 
the West Indies battmg 
with a five wicket haul 
for 52 runs Pakistan 
who won the toss and 


opted to bat compiled a 
total of 211 for 5 in the 
stipulated 40 overs At 
one stage the hosts were 
in dire straits with four 
wickets gone and only 
91 on the board Enter 
the Khan who remained 
not out on 53 runs, 
scored off just 52 balls 
He and Salim Malik put 







xn a 75-ruii partnership 
for the fifth wicket 
before Malik was caught 
by Haynes off Bishop for 
68 runs 

West Indies slarti d 
haltingly and in the fifth 
over lost tliL wu ktt of 
Cdi lisle B« st to Imran 
with just 1 single i un to 
show Ifa\ lies tilt n with 
a 07 ofl 92 b.vlls seemed 
to l« ,ui the If am on 
fouifaf'to victory He and 
Kichif Rir hardson (69) 
scoi ed 1J8 runs for the 
set ond wicket 
partnership In the 30th 
ovei ,Waqar Younis 
changed sides and 
struck immediately He 
claimed the lives of 
Richardson (who was 
caught by substitute 
Ijan Ahmed) and Gus 
Logie Brian Lara who 
was making his 
international debut had 
to remain content with 
11 runs before he was 
trapped leg before by 
Younis Younis wrapped 
up the match and 
completed his haul by 
taking the wicket of Carl 
Hooper (15) in the 38th 
over Two overs left, and 
the West Indies had a 
target of 31 runs to 
chase But they 
managed only 24 of 
those runs when time 
I an out 

At Lahore, Pakistan 
created history by 
clinching their first-ever 
win m a one day series 
against West Indies An 
unbeaten 91 from 
Man of the Match, 

Salim Malik and a fifth 
wicket partnership with 
Imran Khan for 123 
runs helped the host’s 
coast to a win with l 5 
overs to spare 
The West Indians 
batting first, put on 176 
runs in 39 overs for 7 
wickets Desmond 
Haynes lead his pack 
with a top score of 66 
They managed only 58 



TsiffTniptrii 



Desmond 
Haynes has 
already sounded 
the battiecry 
saying, “Test 
matches are a 
different ball 
game. Hopefully 
our batting will 
come through 
and the bowlers 
will be able to 
bowl long spells 
to get in the 
right shape.” 


went barren but between 
them they conceded a 
mere 46 runs in 13 
overs 

Pakistan chased a 
target of 178 runs with 
an asking rate of 4 53 
runs per over They 
appeared to flounder 
when openers Based 
Anwar and Rameez Raja 
were back m the pavilion 
m the space of 4 
dehvenss with the score 
on six Zahid Fazal and 
Miandad also beat hasty 
retreats and the hosts 
were reduced to 52 for 
four Imran steepped m 
agam and arrested the 
shde Imran was caught 
by Richardson off 
Mosely for 32 wheii he 
attempted to heave the 
winning shot, but Sahm 
Yousuf who come in did 
not have to score as 
Malik hit the last shot 
which gave Pakistan a 
5-wicket win 
The third match at 
Multan, had already 
been reduced to one of 
academic interest 
because the hosts had 
already wrapped up the 
one day senes They did 
It all the more 
convincingly and 
without a blemish when 




they won by 31 runs At 
the end of their allotted 
40 overs the hosts had 
only 168 runs to defend 
Skipper Imran was the 
top scorer of the innings 
with 46 runs followed by 
Based Anwar (31) and 
Salim Malik (30) 
Debutant wicket-keeper 
clipped m an useful 23 
The Carnbeans who 
went m to bat, needing 
169 runs at an asking 
rate of4 22, succumbed 
meekly for only 137 
runs The surprise entry 
m the Pakistani squad 
for the final one dayer 
was Abdul Qadir The 
wicket took a fair 
amount of turn and 
spinner Mushtaq 
Ahmed claimed 3 
wickets But the visitors 
surely lacked the drive, 
they are famous for. and 
this was evident from 
the fact that a batsman 
of Gordon Greenidge’s 
cahbre scored only 35 
runs, off the 110 balls he 
faced Carl Hooper was 
the only saving factor 
for the visitors 
remainmg not out on 
32 Younus was the 
second highest wicket 
taker claiming the 
wickets of both 
Greemdge and Haynes 
Imran had to remain 
content with the wicket 
of Richardson, but he 
bowled neatly, 
conceding only 26 runs 
m 8 overs 

With this drubbing, it 
will be a motivated 
Pakistani team that wiU 
take on the visitors for 
the Test matches 
Desmond Haynes has 
already sounded the 
battle cry saying, "Test 
matches are a different 
ball game Hopefiilly our 
batting will come 
through and the bowlers 
will be able to bowl long 
spells to get in the nght 
shape ” 

Hopefully # 

















MAILBAG 


Goodlqw 
‘Golden 6M’ 


It was relieving to aee your 
columnist wield his pen for Usha. 
This was indeed a noble gesture 
that was impelled by a genuine 
sporting spirit, while the whole 
Press corps was waging a war 
and was literally gunmng for the 
‘Giolden Girl.’ Usha was indeed the 
epitome of Indian athletics. Four 
years ago this swarthy lass was 
India’s trump card at Seoul. This 
solitary warrior has always been 
waging a relentless battle for 
India, always spearheading the 
country’s challenge in athletics. 
This year also she managed to 
salvage some pride for India, 
though it is a matter of regret that 
her swan song ended on a very 
low note Indian athletics will 
always continue to miss the 
‘GoldenGirl’. 

ASHOKMODI, 

Nagaon. 


Gnat Relief 


We were greatly relieved to read 
that the allegations against Imran 
Khan being a junkie, has been 
dismissed by Ms.Gati. The great 
soul that Imran is, a great promo¬ 
ter of world peace through crick¬ 
et. He was the force behind the 
construction of the Lahore cancer 
hospital. Imran was a man the 
Pakistanis were proud to have as 
their ambassador and there is no 
reason for him to stoop low and 
take drugs. It is evident that 
Younis had nothing else but an 
eye for cheap publicity when he 
flimg the accusations at Imran. 
SRINIVAS NYAPATHY, 
Rajahmundry. 


Classic Material 


The issue Suimy Speaks was yet 
another classic treat for the 
readers ot Sportaworld. Rohit 
Brijnath has our heart felt 
accolades for making the Tittle 
Master’ face all kinds of trouble 
even after retirement. The entire 
conversation was dowiuight 


AClaftOestfam 




May 1 request you for the hospitality of oiur columns to clarify some 
points in your most interesting cover story. (Perestroika in the BOCI 
by Mudar Patherya). 

First and foremost,the author seems to share, in a small way the 
somewhat csmical misconception that the AIC as a body was formed 
to “raise demands,” to seek “appeasement,"to voice 
“player-complaints,” whose motivation comes from something "to 
fight out” and who somebody would wish to “phase out." I have not, 
in the year since our formation, been able to fathom how this 
xnieconception was formed and how this fallacy grew. 

We are greatly encouraged by what you perceive as ‘Perestroika’ 
and Mr Scindia’s statement of another arm. We can only respond by' 
repeating what we have always said, that this arm will always offer 
genuine constructive co-operation. When perceptions of each other , ; 
are based on trust and aims are cotxunon, the rest is detail. 

As Mr Patherya points out. if there has been one lacking, it has 
been what he terms as “the crisis of communication.” In this 
atmosphere of hope, it would be churlish to do a post-mortem as to 
why it arose. It is enough that we now recognise that lack of I 

communication only polarises points of views, where discussions j 

could easily provide meeting gproimd. It is in providing a clmu* 
channel of communication that the AIC feels it has a vital role to 
play. TheBCCIistheapexbodyofadminstrators. The AIC committee 
is in touch with players in each State. Wo, therefore, expect to be in a 
position, if requested, to respond with suggestions which enjoy 
broad consensus amongst players right across the country. This 
expression of consensus view may not be entirely possible if it is 
sought from individuals in their own capacity for no matter how 
committed or eminent the individual cricketer is, he will at best voice 
a piecemeal individual view. 

It is in this context, among others, that we expect encouragement 
and gruidance from those who we wish to cooperate with. Not 
“phased awayl 
ARUNLAL. 

Honorary Seorotary, 

Aaaooiation oftadian Ciioketera 


engaging and the issue was 
indeed a collectors’ issue. On 
certain issues SMG appeared a bit 
defensive—something that even 
surpassed his ‘neat defensive style 
of play’ that he engaged in during 
his playing days. He reacted in a 
very mild manner to some 
issues—especially the Bedi issue 
He should never have forgiven 
Bedi for putting his foot in his 
mouth in London. But then, that 
is the real Gavaskar for us—^more 


humane, worldly and composed. 
Mudar Patherya’s tribute was 
another smashing hit. But the 
’Master’ who was ‘Misimderstood’ 
during his heyday for no reason 
of his, now seems to be understood 
fully by the world, and this was 
evident from the fact that I could 
not get another copy of the issue 
despite searching at all the 
newsstands. 

TANMOYOHOSH, 

Calcutta. 













Ranatunga: Has and will be 
the key man 



A busy Indian cricket 


season begins 
when the Sri Lankans 
take on the hosts in a 
single Test match 
at Chandigarh from the 
23rd of this month. 

A statistical look at the 

previous meetings 
between the two teams. 
















Vengsarkar: The best record against the tourists 

Azharuddin: The Indian captain has many a good 
knock against the visitors 


■ "v 

Hdcofd garbiershlgs 



For Indls 




1st 

156 

S.M. Gavaskar and Arun Lai 

Madras 

1982-83 

2nd 

173 

S.M. Gavaskar and O.B. Veng* 

Madras 

1982*83 

3rd 

173 

sarkar 

Nagpur 

1966*87 

4th 

163 

M. Amarnath and O.B. Veng* 

Kanpur 

1966*87 

5th 

78 

sarkar 

Kandy 

1985*86 

6th 

272 

S.M. Gavaskar and M. Azharuddin 

Kanpur 

1986*87 

7th 

78* 

M. Amarnath and M. Azharuddin 

Madras 

1982*83 

8th 

70 

M. Azharuddin and Kapil Dev 

Colombo 

1985*86 

9th 

16 

S.M. Patil and Madan Lai 

Colombo 

1985*86 

10th 

29 

Kapil Dev and L. Sivaramak- 
rishnan 

S.M. Gavaskar and Gopal Sharma 
Kapil Dev and Chetan Sharma 

Colombo 

1985-86 

For Sri Lanka 



1st 

159 

S. Wettimuny and J. R. Ratnayeke 

Kanpur 

1986-87 

2nd 

95 

S.A.R. Silva and R. S. Madugalle Colombo 

1985*86 

3rd 

153 

R.L. Dias and L.R.D. Mendis 

Madras 

1982-83 

4th 

216 

R.L. Dias and L.R.D. Mendis 

Kandy 

1985*86 

5th 

144 

R.S. Madugalle and A. Ranatunga Colombo 

1985-86 

6th 

89 

L.R.D. Mendis and A. N. Rana- 

Madras 

1982*83 

7lh 

77 

singhe 

Madras 

1982-83 

8th 

40* 

R.S. Madugalle and D.S. de Silva 

Kandy 

1985*86 

9th 

42 

P.A. de Silva and A.L.F. de Mel 

Madras 

1982-83 

10th 

32 

J.R. Ratnayeke and A.L.F. de Mel 
D.S. de Silva and G.R.A de Silva 

Madras 

1982-83 

‘ denotes unbroken partnership 







Hundreds 


By initia (9) 

116 M. Amarnath 

Kandy 

131 

M. Amarnath 

Nagpur 

199 

M. Azharuddin 

Kanpur 

155 

S.M. Gavaskar 

Madras 

176 

S.M. Gavaskar 

Kanpur 

163 

Kapil Dev 

Kanpur 

114 

S.M. Patil 

Madras 

153 

D.B. Vengsarkar 

Nagpur 

166 

D.B. Vengsarkar 

Cuttack 

By Sri Lanka (6) 

106 R.L. Dias 

103 R.S. Madugalle 

Kandy 

Colombo 

lUD 

105 

L.R.D, Mendis 

Madras 

111 

A. Ranatunga 

Colombo 

111 

S.A.R. Silva 

Colombo 


Note: Figures in bold signify the highest individual 


5 wkts. in an Innings 


By India 


0. R. Ooshi 
Kapil Dev 
Maninder Singh 
C. Sharma 
N. S. Yadav 


By Sri Lanka 


F. S. Ahangama 
A. L. F. de Mel 
A. L. F. de Mel 
R. J. Ratnayake 
R. J. flatnayake 
R. J. Ratnayake 


Madras 

Madras 

Nagpur 

Colombo 

Nagpur 


Kandy 

Madras 

Colombo 

Colombo 

Colombo 

Cuttack 


1982*83 

1982-83 

1986*87 

1985*86 

1988*87 


1985-86 

1982-83 

1985*86 

1985-86 

1985- 86 

1986- 87 


10*107 Maninder Singh 


R. J. Ratnayake 


lOWiekctsInamatcIi 


Cuttack 


1986-87 


Best match haul by a Sri Lankan howler 

Colombo 1965-66 

CompHad by Ravi Kant Srivastava 





RANATUNGA, Arjuna 
(Sinhalese SC) Captain, b 
Colombo 1 December, 
1963, Left handed 
batsman/Right arm 
medium pacer. Test 
record: Debut v England 
(Colombo) 1981-82.26 
matches. Batting. 
46-2-1621-135* V Pakistan 
(Colombo) 1985-86. Avge 
36.84 2 centuries. 12 fifties. 
Fielding: 14 catches 
Bowling: 11 wickets for 688 
runs. Avge 62.54 BB 2-17 v 
New Zealand (Kandy) 
1983-84. 

One-day Internationals; 
Debut V England 
(Colombo) 1981-82.88 
matches. Batting. 
85-15-2173-86* V West 
Indies (Kanpur) 1987. Avge 
31.04. Fifties 14. Fielding: 
21 catches. Bowling: 54 
wickets for 2392 runs. 

Avge 44.29, BB 4-14 v 
India (Kanpur) 1986-87. 
Previous Test tours to India 
in 1982-83 and 1986-87. 
ANURASIRI, 

Sangarange Don 
(Panadura) b Panadura 25 
February 1966. Right 
handed batsman/Slow left 
arm spinner. Test record; 
Debut V Pakistan 
(Colombo) 1985-86 4 
matches. Batting: 5-2-13-8 
V Pakistan (Colombo) 
1985-86. Avge 4.33 
Fielding: No catches. 
Bowling: 5 wickets for 159 
runs Avge 31.80 BB 4-71 v 
India (Cuttack) 1986-87. 
One-day Internationals: 
Debut V Pakistan (Kandy) 
1985-86.24 matches. 
Batting 11-8-27-5* v 
England (Delhi) 1989-90. 
Avge 9.00 Fielding: 7 


catches. Bowling: 14 
wickets for 735 runs. Avge 
52.50 BB 3-40 v India 
(Sharjah) 1985-86. 
Previous Test tour to India 
in 1986-87. 

DE SILVA, Pinnaduwage 
Aravinda (Nondescripts 
CC) Vice-captain, b 
Colombo 17 October, 
1965. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm 
medium pacer. Test 


The sub-continent's equivalent of 'the Team from Down-Under’, the 
Lankans are one of the lesser known sides of the world. Here’s a chance 
for you to get to know the players who you will be hearing so much about 

inthenokttwoweoks. , 















wickets for 134 runs. Avge 
44.66 BB 2-65 v Australia 
(Hobart) 1989-90. 
One-day Internationals: 
-IPebut V New Zealand 
(Moratuwa) 1983-84.76 
matches. Batting: 
73-6-1907-96 v Australia 


(Panaji) 1989-90. Avge 
28-46-15 fifties Fielding: 28 
catches. Bowling: 18 
wickets for 1002 runs 
Avge. 55.66 BB 3-58 v 
Australia (Perth) 1987-88. 
Previous test tour to India 
in 1986-87. 


Arvinda De Silva is an all 
rounder. A right handed 
batsman and a medium 
pacer 


QURUSINHA. Asanka 
Pradeep (Sinhalese SC) b 
Colombo 16 November 
1966. Left handed 
batsman/Right arm 
medium pacer/Occasional 
wicket keeper. Test 
record: Debut v Pakistan 
(Karachi) 1985-86.9 
matches. Batting: 
15-2-414-116* V Pakistan 
(Colombo) 1985-86 Avge 
31.84 one century. 
Fielding: 6 catches 
including 2 as 
wicketkeeper. Bowling: 7 
wickets for 172 runs/ Avge 
24.57 BB 2-25 V India 


(Nagpur) 1986-87. 
One-day Internationals: 
Debut V Pakistan 
(Hyderabad. Sind) 

1985-86.45 matches. 
Batting: 44-1-1176-88 V 
Pakistan (Brisbane) 
1989-90. Avge 27.34. 9 
fifties. Fielding-15 catches. 
Bowling: 4 wickets for 416 
runs Avge. 104.00 BB 1-16 
V Australia (Adelaide) 
1989-90. Previous Test 
tour to India in 1986-87. 
JAYASURIYA, Sanath 
Teran (Colombo CC) b 
Matara 30 June, 1969. Left 
handed batsman Slow left 

Arjuna Ranatunga, 
captain of the Sri Lankan 

squad has a batting 
average of 36.84 In Test 
matches 
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arm spinner Test 
matches Yet to play 
One-day Internationals 
Debut V Australia 
(Melbourne) 1989 90 7 
matches Batting 
6-0-75 31 V Australia 
(Adelaide) 1989 90 Avge 
12 50 Fielding 3 catches 
Bowling No wickets for 16 
runs 

KALUWITHARNE, 
Ramesh Middle order 
batsman Wicket keeper 
Yet to represent his 
country 

LABROOY, Graeme 
Frederick (Colombo CC) b 
Colombo 7 June 1964 
Right handed batsman 
Rightarm fast medium 
bowler Test record 
Debut V India (Kanpur) 
1986 87 5 matches 


Batting 8 2 81 42 v 
England (Lord s) 1988 
Avge 13 50 Fielding 1 
catch Bowling 14 wickets 
for 778 runs Avge 55 57 BB 
5 133 V Australia 
(Brisbane) 1989-90 
One-day Internationals 
Debut V India (Sharjah) 
1986-87 33 matches 
Batting 26-5-148-33 v 
Australia (Perth) 1987-88 
Avge 7 04 Fielding 5 
catches Bowling 36 
wickets for 1379 runs Avge 
38 30 BB 5 57 V India 
(Baroda) 1986-87 
Previous tour to India in 


Graeme Labrooy made 
his debut In first class 
cricket against India 


1986-87 

MADURASINOHE, 
Madurasinghe Arachchige 
Wijaysiri Ranjith b 
Colombo 30 January 
1961 Left-handed 
batsman/Off break bowler 
Test record Debutv 
England (Lord s) 1988 
One match 6 runs Avge 
3 00 Bowling No wickets 
for 41 runs 

One-day Internationals 
Debut V England (Oval) 
1988 8 matches Batting 
4-2 13-9* V Australia 
(Sharjah) 1989-90 Avge 
6 50 Fielding 3 catches 
Bowling 5 wickets for 205 
runs Avge 41 00 BB 1-11 v 
Bangladesh (Dhaka) 
1988-89 

MAHAN AM A, Roshan 
Siriwardene (Colombo CC) 




b Colombo 31 May, 1966 
Right handed batsman 
Test record Debut v 
Pakistan (Colombo) 

1985-86 6 matches 
Batting 10-0-243-85 v 
Australia (Hobart) 1989-90 
Avge 24 30 One fifty 
Fielding 3 catches 
Bowling one over for 3 
runs One-day’ 
Internation^s Debut v 
Pakistan (Kandy) 1985-86 
46 matches Batting 
45-3-1114-98 V India 
(Bombay) 1986-87 Avge 
26 52 8 fifties Fielding 25 
catches Previous Test tour 
to India in 1986-87 
RAMANAYAKE. 

Hewage Champaka 
Priyadarshana (Tamil ■* 
Union) b Colombo 8 
January 1965 Right 
handed batsman/Right arm 
fast medium bowler Test 
record Debut v Australia 
(Perth) 1987 88 4 
matches Batting 
7-3-16-10* V Australia 
(Bribane) 1989-90 Avge 
4 00 Fielding 2 catches 
Bowling 6 wickets for 396 
runs Avge 66 00 BB 2-81 v 
Australia (Brisbane) 
1989-90 One-day 
Internationals Debut v 
Pakistan (Moratuwa) 
1985-86 16malches 
Batting 9-4-42-18 v 
Australia (Sharjah) 

1989-90 Avge 8 40 
Fielding 2 catches 
Bowling 19 wickets for 530 
runs Avge 27 89 BB 3-25 v 
Pakistan (Moratuwa) 
1985-86 

RANATUNQA, 
Dhanunika (Sinhalese 
SC) b Colombo 12 
October, 1962 Right 
handed batsman 
Right-arm medium pacer 
Test record Debut v 
Australia (Brisbane) 
1989-90 2 matches 
Batting 3-0-87-45 v 
Australia (Hobart) 1989-90 
Avge 29 00 

One-day Internationals: 
Yet to play 

RATNAYAKE, Rumesh 
Joseph (Nondescnpts CC) 
b Colombo 2 January 
1964 Right handed 
batsman/Right-arm fast 
medium bowler Test 
record Debut v New ^ 
Zealand (Christchurch) 
1982-83 15 matches 




a 




Batting. 25-4-277-56 v 
Pakistan (Faisalabad) 

1985-86. Avge. 13.19 One 
fifty. Fielding: 7 catches. 
Bowling; 49 wickets for 
1701 runs Avge. 34.71 
BB-6-66 V Australia 
(Hobart) 1989-90. 

One-day International; 
Debut V India (Bangalore) 

1982-83.56 matches. 
Batting: 44-14-474-31 v 
Australia 

(Brisbane/Adelaide) 
1989-90. Avge 15.80 
Fielding; 7 catches. 
Bowling; 56 wickets for 
2261 runs Avge 40-37 BB 
4-37 V Australia 
(Melbourne) 1984-85. 
Previous Test tours to India 
in 1982-83 and 1986-87. 


Roshan Mahanama is a 
very effective one-day 
batsman with 8 half 
centuries In his name 






SAMARASEKERA, 
Maitipage Athula Rohitha 
(Colombo CC) b Colombo 
5 August 1961. Right hand 
batsman/Right-arm 
medium pacer. Test 
record: Debut v England 
(Lord’s 1988.2 matches. 
Batting: 3-0-75-57 v 
England (Lord's) 1988 
Avge 25.00 One fifty. 
Fielding: 3 catches. 
Bowling; 3 wickets for 104 
runs. Avge 34.66 BB 2-38 v 
England (Lord's) 1988. 
One-day Internationals: 
Debut V Pakistan 
(Swansea) 1983.27 
matches. Batting: 
27-2-465-66 V India 
(Dhaka) 1988-89. Avge 
18.60 2 fifties. Fielding: 3 
catches. Bowling; No 
wickets for 291 runs. 
miiEKERATNE, 
Haahan Prasantha 
(Nondescripts CC) b 
Colombo 14 July 1967. 
Left-handed 
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Don Anurasiri, played in 
the ’86-’87 series in India 


batsman/Wicket keeper. 
Test record; Debut v 
Australia (Hobart) 1989-90. 
Batting; Two innings for 6 
runs. Fielding; 5 catches. 
One-day Internationals: 
Debut V India (Sharjah) 
1986-87.25 matches. 
Batting: 24-6-487-76 v 
Australia (Sharjah) 
1989-90. Avge 27.05 3 
fifties. Fielding; 12 catches. 
WARNAWEERA. 
Kahkatchchi Patabangige 
Jayananda (Galle) b 
Matara 23 November, 

1960. Left-handed 
batsman/Right-arm 


medium pacer/Off break 
bowler. 'Test record: 
Debut V Pakistan (Kandy) 
1985-86. One match. 
Batting: 3 runs. Bowling: 
one wicket for 26 runs. 
WUEGUNAWARDENE, 
Kapila Indaka 
Weerakkody (Colombo 
CC) b Colombo 23 
November, 1964. Right 
handed 

batsman/Right-arm fast 
medium bowler. Test 
matches: Yet to play. 
One-day Internationals: 
Debut V Pakistan (Dhaka) 
1988-89.15 matches. 
Batting: 8-4-12-8* V India 
(Dhaka) 1988-89 Avge 
3.00. Fielding 1 catch. 
Bowling: 16 wickets for 522 
runs. Avge 32.62 BB 4-49 v 
India (Dhaka) 1988-89. 


Note: The sequence o( batting is: Innings-not out-runs 
scored-highest. BB stands for Best Bowling. 

Compiled by RAVI KANT SRIVASTAVA 
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n" O^iUV 28 T\(y<S OF T^4E AFreR TWE 

(3AME-Of^\^i6 FAfJEOFP FOR FVV/E SEPARATE 
Fl6rtT5TD 6RGA,KOOT \KAA90r KHUGAME 
BETVJCEKi TME EDMOnOM OMSXCS AMO TWE 

FVA/ve& BEFORE MAviYFATvfc MAO 
A^;MAMCE to REA^ •m£\RS>EATS, THE ^ 
V^AO TOEiSeP -SVX PIAVERS OOTOP THE G^E 
AMP PlSHEPOUTATUrAUOF VOS PeMAVTV 
MlNUreS TOTHE REiWAVMlMGi fAKn^VPAMTS 


FAHSTBiDEPIO BE VVCIOUS VWEH NBA REFEREE 
cy^\c SOU5QARe \fJA£> OFPlClATIKiG INTWE 1950^. 
OOWKIC; A QAM. IN FORTWAYME, IMP. <OLODAf?E 
FOUW MIWVSEUF THE TARGETOF Ei^OEPnONAl- 
ABUSE JUST BEFORE THE 6AA^EEN0Ep0HU0Kr 
StOPPEPTHE/YmON, PUUEPARAVjJ STEAK FROM 
INSVPE HIESHVKT ANO TOSSED ITTOTHEORDWD 

"AiSBf yvc/ wa'i'ife'• he smouted, 'c^on 
TUArFORAWM/LB!" 


THE FUNNY SIDE OF OOLF 



KOSJi. 3 A- f?EFU6AU TO cmfVt WITH & PUlE 
ir A coMpfTfTOff (?E;ru«e5 to compvy with a i?utE 

AffCCXmO TH& RI&HTS Op" ANCTMER COWnS-TlTOK 
HF SHAW. 8 e pieQUAUflEP 
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Sport is no child's play anymore. Is it? With all the automatic weapons, 
walkie talkies, police dogs and commando squads that surround the 
world’s sporting arenas today, doesn't this kid at the Beijing Asiad 
represent some kind of a mockery of all the security which has become 

ncf ossary for sport 






THE BEST OF TENNIS 
WRITING 






BY JOHN OAKLEY (1005) 
























equally sure that she Bobby Wilson v Marty flopped by Wilson’s side enquiringly at the 

had first claim On to the Mulligan all-star clash. in the shade of the umpire but he was long 

court stalked Bill Only one problem. No backstop. gone into the world of 

Watson, Judy’s coach umpires or line judges All that was in 1963 dreams. Liz, with typical 

aand mentor ‘You stay appeared to watch this But 1964 was no better Yorkshire bluntness, 

there J udy,' he yelled, classic Twenty minutes Angela Mortimer and tugged his leg and said 

‘Don’t let no bloody Pom later Wilson, fed up with Liz Starkie were playing she would simply love it 

give you the heave-ho knocking up in the a doubles. The sun was if he would wake up so 

Tell him to get lost ’ midday heat, supimoned booming down again they could get on with 

Stalemate appeared to a ball boy. ‘Here you and the umpire, with the game. The umpire, 

have been reached But play,’he said, pushing dark glasses and big coming out of his daze, 

no, the Italians had the his racket into the straw hat, sat called ‘Trenta pare’, 

perfect answer Knight startled lad’s hand. Tve motionless in the chair. Well, it wm close, 

amd Judy were sem had enough.’ So motionless they' Yet for human drama 

muttering to the Ten minutes later the thought he was dead. and personal 

sidelines. In their place, ball boy was outplaying Well, not quite. He embarrassment, worse 

another match featuring a tiring Mulligan. The was merely asleep. was to follow. Big Mike 

an Italian was greeted Australian summoned Angela hit a forehand Sangster, then Britain’s 

with rapturous yet another ball boy. winner but no score top player, was toiling 

applause. Here you play your came from the chair. All on the Centre Ctourt 

Then there was the friend,’he said as he four players looked against unknown 








American Mike 
Senkowski and at the 
interval was down two 
sets to one Then came 
my big mistake I 
opened my mouth 
^nkowski came into 
the restaurant and said 
to a waiter Tea with 
lemon, bud, and make it 
snappy I’ve got to beat 
this guy Sangster.’ The 
Itahan looked on in 
wonderment at 
Senkowski's American 
drawl ‘Non comprendo,’ 
he replied ‘Now look 
here bud, I want tea and 
lemon ’ ‘Non 
comprendo ’ It could 
have gone on all mght 


Then came the Oakley 
howler ‘Can I help‘d’I 
said ‘I speak a little 
Italian ’ ‘Tell this jerk to 
get me tea and lemon,’ 
snapped Senkowski 
‘And you’, pointing at 
me, ‘bring it down to the 
Centre Court I’ve got to 
go ’ Well, really lads. I’m 
not much good as a 
waiter 

Cursing under my 
breath I walked down 
the tunnel leading to the 
Centre Court with a tray 
of tea, lemon and sugar 
and stopped at the Court 
entrance ‘Here’, I said to 
an official, ‘Give this to 
Senkowski ’ 


The loud, cheering end 
rowdy epectators of 
the Kalian Open 

‘Not my job, snapped 
the official ‘You take it 
yourself So on I 
popped, waiting for 
Sangster to turn his 
back After all, I’am a 
patriot 

I laid down the tray 
and was about to rush 
off when Senkowski 
barked ‘Pour me one 
out ’ Britain’s 
Australian coach 
George Worthington, 
shouted from the stand 
‘What’s your game, 
helping the enemy’’ 
Reluctantly I poured 


out a cup and turned to 
go ‘Three lumps,’ 
snapped the American I 
could have shot him So 
could Sangster, who lost 
m five sets 

Glorious Rome, where 
the officials once made 
Manuel Santana top seed 
when he wasn’t even 
playing Then they 
made Roy Emerson top 
seed and he was not 
theic either, as I was 
quick to point out Here 
you tell us who’s in the 
tournament,’ yelled an 
exasperated official, and 
I did 

Then came the 
moment when I thought 
I would be banned from 
Rome Summoned to the 
referee’s office I was 
shown a cutting from 
my paper, the London 
Evening'News, in which 
a certain John Oakley 
had said the Italian 
championships were the 
world’s worst when it 
came to organization 
‘Monkeys could have 
done it better,’ I had 
wi itten 

Speaking in rather 
loud and clearly 
bad tempered Italian the 
referee said the paper 
had been sent from 
London ‘by a friend’ and 
he was just a little upset 

Diplomatically I 
explained that I loved 
the tournament, the 
officials, the hnejudges, 
the umpires, the 
spectators, Itahan 
women, shoes and ties 
and even the odd cats 
strolling around the 
.irena At crawling I was 
number one 

Suddenly the frowns 
turned to smiles as ray 
outburst was translated 
by the referee s 
seductive secretary 

‘Have a drink,’ he said 

Loveable Rome What 
a pity they now run the 
championships in an 
orderly fashion • 









1 '^ 

f 


BOXING 


Those Majestic 
Middleweights 


T is a sport where blood and 
gore sometimes goes beyond 
the confines of sanity. Hit. 

Jab. Cut. Thrust. Pummel. 
Parry. Feint. Kill. Death is not 
unheard of. Neither is 
permanent disability. Today 
boxers like Jim McDonnell, Rod 
Douglas and Maurice Hope have 
had close shaves with death. Some 
are virtual cripples. Others Uke 
Johnny Owen and Brian Bronet 
have met bloody ends. Even a 
legend like Muhammad Ali has to 
have tubes stuck into his body to 
stem the multiple damages 
inflicted on his body during his 
days in the ring. 

Boxing never was a gentle 
sport. But today it sometimes even 
transcends the meaning of sport. 
It is the only game which gives its 
exponents a licence to physically 
injure each other which explains 
why there is a strong medical 
lobby crying for its ban. But, far 
outnumbering the critics, is the 
growing army of fans who want to 
see blood spilled, bones broken 
and egos crushed. 

Statistics, however, show that 
despite the high money stakes in 
heavyweight bouts, it is curiously 
the middleweight boxers who go 
for the big kill and thus attract the 


Why is the 160 pound limit 
middleweight division gaining so 
rapidly in popularity? Is it because 
this is man’s ideal weight? That may be 
partly true but the real reason is that 
spectators flock to see one-to-one 
combats. Not the Tyson Vs. 
What’s-his-name fight. Over here it is 
one hero pitched against another 


highest gate money. With four 
Championship Belts to be chased, 
it is one of the most competitive of 
all divisions as the reward is not 
just megabucks but instant 
stardom. An average bout offers a 
million or more to the winner 
besides the attendant worldwide 
stardom. Michael Nunn, Mike 
McCallum, Roberto Duran, Nigel 
Benn, Michael Watson and Herol 
Graham are all global celebrities 
with personal fortunes sometimes 
touching the fifty million mark. 

Why is this 160 pound weight 
Umit division growing in 
popularity so rapidly? Is it 
bemuse this is man's ideal 
weight? That maybe partly true 
but the r^l reason is that 
spectators flock to see one-to-one 
combats. Not the Tyson Vs. 
What’s-his-name fight. Over here 
it is one hero pitched against 
another. A Roberto Duran locked 
in a duel with Mike McCallum. 
Says Nigel Benn, one of 
middleweight's well-known 
champions; “It is the quality of 
fighters which is attracting more 
and more fans In fact 
middleweight title clashes are sold 
out faster than any fight and that 
too at prices averaging 
$150-a-seat ’’ 

Who then is the best fighter in 
this highly-charged division? 
Michael Nunn, the IBF champion? 
Mike McCallum, the WBA 
champion? Roberto Duran, the 
WBC champion? Or Nigel Benn, 
the WBO champion? And more 
specifically out of these four 
tough fighters who is the 
toughest? Are sdl of them better 
than the fast rising stars hke Iran 
Barkley or Michael Watson or 
Herol Graham? 

Although opinion is partially 
divided, most boxing buffs agree 
that as of now Michael Nun is 
perhaps the best. Early this year, 










NIGEL BENN...Middleweight 
division’s heir apparent 




he gave a hearty display of his 
ample talent when he destnqred 
Tommy *Hit Man’ Hearns in a 
gruelling twelve rounder which 
he won by a majority decision. 
That bout made the Los Angeles 
based speedster supreme in a 
category where there are three 
more champions. One of the most 
scientific proponents of tlis art, 
Nunn has a deadly reach and an 
uncanny agility in the ring 
Eeu’her this year he earned 
hunself the sobriquet of the 
Tiegendary middleweight talent’ 
when he bounched out WBA title 
holder Sumbu Kalambay in 88 
seconds flat 

Critics, however, say that Nimn 
is a dull fighter who has never 
achieved a knockout in his 36-0 
record. A majority of the experts 
want him to move on to super 
middleweight category as he has 
nothing more left to achieve m the 
middleweight division But 
cleverly, Nunn refuses to budge as 
he knows that his punch lacks the 
power to achieve anythmg 
worthwhile m the highest 
category Proof of this is Marlon 
Starhng’s statement who said 
alter a bout against him “He 
(Nunn) couldn’t hurt me His 
punch lacks the sting ” 

'Which explains why there are so 
many contenders to the top slot on 
which Nunn is so precariously 
perched In fact almost all the 
other high placed middleweight 
boxers are within striking 
distance In August last year, 
seventh ranked Iran Barkley 
stretched Nunn to full twelve 
rounds before losing by a 2-pomt 
average Similarly Benn and 
Watson have come very close to 
beating him. But Nunn has 

survived and 
is still the 
IBP 

champion 
But for how 
long? Lapp 
ing at Nunn’s 
ankles 18 
a pack with 
an almost 
similar 
gloveftill of 
arsenal 


Critics, 
however, say 
that Niuui is a 
dull fighter who 
has never 
achieved a 
knockout in his 
3ft-0 record 
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and the man almost reaching out 
to Nuim’s crown is WBA 
champion, Mike McCalliun. At 33, 
despite being one of the oldest 
middleweight champions, he is in 
peak physical form having 
annihilated far superior and 
yoimger fighters His personal 
record of 39-1 itself speaks 
volumes for the deadly ability of 
this colourfiil boxer nicknamed 
the ‘Body Snatcher’. 

In fact, bigwigs say that 
McCallum is the only man who 


to get hit because I know that in a 
couple of years my body won’t be 
able to take any more battering ” 

McCallum is anxiously looking 
forward to his year-end bout 
against Michael Nunn which will 
give him an opportunity to 
combine both the WBA and IBF 
titles. If he manages to win, he 
will become the undisputed 
middleweight world champion as 
the fight will surely be a decider 
for the top slot 

But if Nunn cannot wm, there is 


mat four times before throwing 
him out of the ring. 

Despite losing to arch-rival 
Michael Watson last year, he has 
been wreaking destruction upon 
anyone who challenges him in the 
ring Nicknamed, "The Dark 
Destroyer’, Benn dispatched his 
first 22 opponents by KO adding a 
Commonwealth title to his name 
However, when he lost to Michael 
Watson last year his abilities 
suddenly became suspect And 
only his convincing win over 


McCALLUM.. 


For the ‘Body 


Snatcher’ 


old Is gold 


% 






has the potential to annex all the 
four titles. A vicious bodyline 
puncher and a ten time world 
(WBA) title defender, he is an idol 
to the whole new generation of 
middleweight fighters. He 
pirouettes in the ring dealing out 
lethal upper cuts and jabs. His 
sledgehammer-Uke piuiches have 
downed boxers like Herol 
Graham, Steve Collins, Michael 
Watson and more. But the only 
thing going against him is his age 
and he admits: “My emphasis in 
the coming time will be on 
technical skills and I will try not 


another deserving heir to the 
middle weight throne. Nigel 
Benn, a muscular ex-private in the 
Army has the potential to take 
on both McCallum and Nunn and 
beat them at their own game In 
his last two major lights, he has 
overcome the odds demolishmg 
two of the world’s better known 
middleweight lighters—Dong 
DeWilt and Iran Barkley. He i 
became the WBO champion by I 
crushing title holder DeWitt into 
submission in the eighth round of 
the 12 roxmder in which he sent 
the usually durable DeWitt to the 


DeWitt restored his credibility to 
an extent. Today his record stands 
at 28-1 and though Benn is by far 
the most aggressive of all 
middleweight boxers, his Achille s 
Heel IS his defence. It is well 
known that he is unable to soak m 
a punch and any fighter, like 
Watson, who can jab him from a 
distance stands a good chance 
against him. 8o he is now 
'working hard on his defence 
because he knows that to become 
numero uno he will have to make 
a quick-and-fast job of technicians 
like Nunn and McCallum 
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Otherwise he will retire as 
number three m the current 
rankings 

If Michael Nunn, Mike 
McCallum and Nigel Benn form 
the top three, then the next three 
positions hav“ fighters who are 
equal on all fronts There is very 
httle which separates Michael 
Watson, 1 an Barkley and Herol 
Graham All three of them are 
facing a mid-career crisis as 
winning has become more and 
more difficult for t he trio Despite 
their obvious talents, they are well 
below the standards of the top 
three Watson, plagued with a 
weight problem, will have to 
eventually move up the ladder to 
super-middleweight category 
where he will obviously fmd the 
going tougher 

In fact when Mike McCallum 
knocked him out earher this year, 
the establishment felt that it was 
curtains for Watson whose record 
now stands at 23-2 Even Watson’s 
manager Mickey Duff has already 
proclaimed that the boxer would 
never fight in the division again 
Watson who defeated Benn last 
year now lacks both in speed and 
power with his lethal left jab 
having lost its sting At one tune 
his combinations were fast, well 
tuned and accurate but now the 
synchronisation has gone out of 
them 

The same is true of Ian Barkley 
who. after a nine-month 
sabbatical, crashed in just 177 
seconds to Nigel Benn Coming 
back after a successful operation 
of a detached retina, he was not 
the same man who at one time was 
called the ‘fastest middleweight of 
the modern era' After his 
operation his reflexes are just not 
what they were In his hey day he 
had taken Nunn to a full length 
but after the surgery he lost his 
confidence and couldn’t stand a 
short barrage of punches from 
Benn In fact his well publicised 
‘Warrior mentality’ is nowhere in 
sight Says Barkley.‘Earher I 
used to t^e more punishment, 
today I cannot ’ In the fight 
agamst Nigel Benn. he received 
'hard punches on hia head which 
again hurt his left eye. And it is an 
old age that a vision-impaired 
man has no place in pro-boxing 


The fact that he has lost against 
Nunn. Benn and McCallum, has 
absolutely blighted his chances of 
going in for the big kill 
Herol The Peril’ Graham is 
another fighter who m the last 
year and a half has slipped down 
the rankings He hasn’t been the 
same man since he lost a twelve 
rounder to WBA champion Mike 
McCallum But his 38-4 record 
since turning professional 
way back m 1978 provides enough 
proof that he also carries enough 
attacking ammunition to stay 
perched in the top SIX slot A 
one-time contender for the WBA 
Championship, he has 
nevertheless lost much of his 
skills because of advancing age 
But still, the soft-spoken, 
articulate jeweller from Sheffield 
remains a top draw card Even 
McCallum says, “Graham is in a 
class of his own I think he has the 
ability to bother the best” 

At 31, apart from getting along 
in years another shortcoming of 
Graham is his slow back-foot 
which puts him on the defensive 


McCallum Is 
anxiously 
looking 
forward to his 
year-end bout 
against Michael 
Nunn which 
will glTC him an 
opportunity to 
combine both 
thelVBAandIBF 
titles. If he 
manages to wln^ 
he will become 
the undisputed 
aiiddleweight 
world champion 
astheMi^twIll 
surely bea 
decider for the 
top slot 




But he can still cause upsets as he 
recently displayed against Doug 
DeWitt He is scheduled to fight 
Barkley and Nunn, early next 
year and that may be his last 
chance to go for the big time 
One can’t say the same about 
Roberto Duran, a middleweight 
semor who has now survived 
three decades of bloody fights, 
mcludmg his legendary senes 
against Sugar Ray Leonard. No 
one doubts the fact that he, till a 
few years back was one of the best 
ever middle-weights He has been 
boxing professionally for 22 years 
having competed in 92 bouts. His 
heady mix of aggression and 
artistry made Duran the toughest 
fighter in the middleweight 







HEROL BOMBER’ GRAHAM ...on 



category, surpassing even Maxvin 
Hagler He is still the WBC 
champion, but he is pushing 40 
and 18 demotivated No one 
expects to see him scrap it out 
with Nigel Berm or Michael Nuim 
With age he has slowed down and 
his punch has lost its power His 
head sways more and his 
nerve-ends are blunt But he 
refuses to retire After winning 
everythmg worth fighting for, he 
has nothmg left to prove And it is 
probably just the lure of money 
which goads him on Not the 
ambition to become the best in the 
business 

The obvious qfuestion is who 
then 18 actually the best in 
middleweight pro-boxing I 


Opimon 18 sharply divided 
although a majority of the experts 
cast their vote in favour of Michael 
Nunn But there are many who 
dispute this claim saying that 
Nunn 18 not the superman he is 
made out to be His title defending 
bouts against Ian Barkley, 
Marlon Starlmg and Doiudd 
Curry have in no way boosted his 
claim for the middleweight 
supremacy Nunn’s pomts win 
over Barkley is seen just as a 
morale booster not the victory of a 
champion Despite being low on 
power Barkley stretched Nunn to 
a full 1 2 roimds before gomg 
down Observers feel that the 
fight eroded much of Nunn’s 
credibihty 


But then, if a few critics dismiss 
Nunn’s claim to the No 1 
slot—who else is there to step mto 
the Emperor’s shoes’^ Mike 
McCallum'!' Certainly not, they 
say, as advancing age is rapidly 
pushing him down the ladder 
Which leaves the ground clear for 
Nigel Benn All he has to do is to 
soup up his defenses before 
meeting five-time world champion 
Sugar Ray Leonard who now 
fights in the super middleweight 
division If he manages to crush 
Leonard he will not only hft a ten 
million dollar purse but also 
annex the kingdom of the 
middleweight division 
-l>atrlck OXmmv 
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HE message of the 1990 
DCM tournament is crisp 
and clear; Kerala Police has 
arrived. The Federation Cup 
champions, proved that they are 
now amongst the most formidable 
teams in the country. 

The criticism about Kerala 
Police was that they did not travel 
well. Even the 1990 Federation 
Cup was won in their home state 
; in the city of Thrussor. When they 
failed to get beyond the quarter 
final league stage of the recent 
Durand Cup, the doubting 
Thomases had a field day. It was 
said, Kerala Police were not yet of 
the calibre of the top Calcutta 
clubs, as they had never entered 
the final or even semis in major 
outstation national tournaments. 

International C.V. Pappachan 
confirmed such doubts with 
juvenile statements such as, “The 
Delhi weather is too dry for us. 
Our throats get parched and so we 
cannot do well here." However, 
coach T. K. Chathuni has made 
them a formidable and tenacious 
side. He deserves credit for 
improving their fragile 
temperament and making them 
want to win outstation 

The message of the 1090 
DCM tournament is clear: 
Kerala Police has arrived, 
while a mercenary 
attitude has paved the 
way for the steady decline 
of the Calcutta Big Three, 
says Novy Kapadia from 
New Delhi 





tournaments. Chathuni, the 
former Delhi Garrison and Vasco 
Club player and a Kerala State 
Sports Council coach said, “Our 
tactics are based on expediency. 
We concentrate on having a 
compact defence, hard working 
midfield and relying on quick 
breakaway moves.” 

Like Hyderabad City Police or 
Andhra Police of three decades 


ago, the Kerala cops have 
well-built, fit and tall players. 
Their tackling is resolute and they 
have the players with the 
consistency to match their ability 
and complement the more fragile 
talents of Vijayan and Pappachan. 
Their only drawback was scoring 
goals. They scored just twice in 
five matches. However, Chathuni 
said, “We rely on Vyayan and 


SO 









first final contested by Kerala 
Police outside their home state 
On their way to the final, they beat 
two foreign teams, Kyunghee 
University 1-0 in a Group A 
quarter final league match and 
^yal Nepal Airlines 1 -O in the 
semis Sharaf Ah s match-winner 
against the Korean Spring Cup 
champions—a sizzling left footed 
volley from 30 yards into the roof 
of the net—was the goal of the 
tournament and perhaps even the 
goal of the year The tenacious 
Kerala cops defence did not 
concede a goal in the entire 
tournament A rare feat In the 
final they di ew goalless but lost 
in the tie breaker 4-5 

Kerala Police s resilience was 
based on the cential defensive 
pai tnership between Alex 
Abraham and VP Sathyan On 
current foi m both are the finest 
stoppers in the country excelling 
in covering and anticipation in 
tackling and sound in aerial 
duels Left back Kunkesh 
Matthews and C Jabeer normally 
a midfielder playing in the 
unusual position of right back, 
were sound 

Sathyan epitomised the / 

spirit of Kerala Police He got / 
a head injury in the second / 

league match against / 

Kyunghee University /-"t 

However he leturned to / 
the fray with a bandage / >4 

on his head He played / 
three moi e matches / 

with a bandaged head / 
but never complained / ^ 


Mi 


Pappachan for goals But Vijayan 
had an injury in his right knee 
which restricted his mobility and 
thrust Also, we missed our 
attacking midfield player Baburaj 
who was injured and could not 
play in the DCM tournament 
^ Finishing runners up in the 
1990 OCM tournament was a 
creditable achievement for them 
in more ways than one It was the 


a lesson here for 

some of the high-pnced Mohun 

Bagan players 

The foreign teams in the 1990 
DCM tournament were not of a 
very high calibre Royal Nepal 
Airlines were impressive m 
attack Mam Shah was a tricky 
dribbler and former East Bengal 
striker Ganesh Thapa a nippy and 
thrustful forward, ready to snap 
up half chances However, their 
defence was suspect 
Kyunghee University is also a 
far cry from the impressive south 
Korean teams which have won the 
DCM tournament m the past All 
the six winners from South 
Korea—Hanyang University 1976 
and 1976 (Jt champs with BSF), 
Citizens National Bank (1979), 
Myungji University in 1981, 
Incheon University in 1982, Bank 
of Seoul and Trust and Co in 1987 
and Posco in 1988—were far 
superior teams 
However, Kyunghee’s juiuor 
international Yang Dong Yun was 
a resolute marker and Ju Yong 
Kuk an agile custodian, good m 

Cheema Okerle foils a 
tackle by his marker 
Yang Dong Yun of 
Kyunghee University 
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To play or not to play 


The farce that took place over 
Mohammedan Sporting’s participation 
in the DCM tournament 


T IIE suspense and 
uncertainty of 
Mohammedan Sporting's 
participation in the 1990 OCM 
tournament was like an inept 
version of an Alfred Hitchcock 
thriller. Everybody kept 
wondering what would be the 
outcome would they play in 
Delhi or not?, though everyone 
knew it was all a farce. 

Many journalists felt that 
DCM had violated ethical 
norms and encouraged 
indiscipline by putting 
Mohammedan SC on their draw 
when they were suspended by 
thelPA. However, R^at 
Mukherjee's position was clear. 

“Mohamm^an’s secretary 
Ibraham Ali MoUah had 
assured us he would get either 
the IFA or court clearance so 
we kept them in the draw. We 
would not have played them if 
they had not got clearance " 
The DCM’s desire to mcludy 
Mohammedan Sporting is 
understandable. They are the 
biggest crowd pullers m Delhi. 
All their three matches 
were watched by 
capacity crowds, even though 
they lost two matches 0-1 to 
RNA, 0-S to East Bengal and a 
1-1 draw with BSF. Still the 
greed to include a suspended 
team like Mohammedan 
Sporting got the DCM 
tournament into a major 
imbroglio with the local Delhi 
Soccer Association and possibly 
the IFA 

The DSA will discuss the 


dealing with crosses and Park 
Seung Kuk a probing midfielder 
But the rest of were of 

average quahty. The teem lacked 
speed and their final pass was 
invaribaly faulty. Their use of 
dead ball situations like corners 


issue of Mohammedan’s 
pa,rticipation in the DCM 
tournament in its next meeting 
accordmg to the DSA President 
Mr Grover. 

Mr Grover said the DCM 
committee haw now given a 
copy of a document furnished 
by Mohaunmedan Club to the 
tournament orgamsers which 
is not a copy of the court order 
He said DCM was a party to the 
charade and sided with 
Mohammedan Sporting by 
deliberately not producing the 
ddbument for inspiection by 
DSA during the tourpament. 

Had they submitted a copy of 
the document then, the DSA 
would definitely have debarred 
Mohammedam from taking 
pairt, said Mr Grover 

Mr Grover said that he had 
discussed the matter with the 
AIFF President P. R.Dais Muhshi 
who had asked him to send a 
copy of the said document to 
AIFF for scrutiny. Mr Das 
Munshi later said if the DCM 
authorities have allowed 
Mohammedan to play without 
valid papers then they will be 
penalised. Mr Das Munshi amd 
Mr Grover both saud even if 
Mohammedan had the court 
order they should have 
obtained the permission from 
IFA also as the court order did 
not say that they cam tadce paui: 
in any tournament without the 
permission of the competent 
authority, in this cawe, IFA. 

Novy KapaiNa from New 0«M 


and free kicks was mediocre. 

Their coach, Cha Kyung Bok a 
former international referee who 
supervised in the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics was camdid in 
admitting the shortcominga of his 
teaun. He said, “None of my 


A'' 

players have exceptional talent or 
calibre ” The Korean coach was 
greatly impressed by East Bengal 
and said, “We were lucky to win 
against East Bengal in the 
tie-breaker I did not think we 
could beat them They were the 
best team in the country and their 
no 10 (Kuljit Singh) the best and 
most dangerous player in the 
tournament ” How Kuljit was not 
chosen amongst the four best 
players of the DCM tournament is 
mysterious Kuljit Is by far, the 


The Kyunghee University 
boys with the DCM 
trophy; enchanting aii 
the way 
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best Indian forward at present 
Inept supervision by Siraj 
Ahmed and bad luck prevented 
East Bengfal winmng’ their third 
successive national tournament 
They had won the IFA Shield and 
Durand Anyway, by getting two 
points for reaching the DCM 
semis East Bengal have notched 
up ten pomts in three 
tournaments and are almost 
cei tain to be India s 
representatives m next year’s 
newly introduced Asian Cup 


Winners Cup Coach Nayeem was 
upset with the DCM organisers for 
his team’s defeat He said, “Before 
the vital semi final, I pleaded with 
the new secretary Rajat 
Mukherjee, to replace the Nivia 
ball with the Adidas match play, 
as the Nivia ball is too hght and 
unsuitable for ball players like 
Krishanu, Mam and Panji I also 
requested that in such a crucial 
match, as the reputation of India 
was at stake, a more quahfied and 
experienced referee like Melwyn 


International C.V. 
Pappachan confirmed 
such doubts by juvenile 
statements such as, "The 
Delhi weather is too dry 
for us. Our throats get 
parched and so we cannot 
do well here" 


D Souza be appointed instead of 
Siraj Ahmed It is surprising that 
m spite of bemg a home team, we 
could not even get minor 
concessions like this We were not 
asking for favours, just fair play 
It seems some members of the 
DCM tournament committee are 
anti-East Bengal ’’ 

Mohim Bagan’s motives for 
participation in this year’s DCM 
were primarily mercenary They 
are m debt and the Rs 1 20 lakhs 
plus expenses which they earned 
from the generous DCM 
tournament committee tempted 
them to forsake conventions 
Their team spirit was not very 
high and factionalism reigned 
supreme TheSubrata 
~Bhattacharya group versus the 
PrasantaBanerjec Group and so 
on 

JCT are m a phase of transition 
Inder Smgh said, "We have been 
humihated for two years and have 
not reached the semis of any 
major tournament So we are 
changmg our team ’’ 

Inder’s teenaged son Harjmder 
Smgh showed good touch and is a 
skilful midfielder Manmohanand 
Harvmder Smgh are promismg, 
tough tackling defenders BSF 
were also compelled to make 
changes Narender Gurung left 
midway for a DSP’s trammg 
course m Takenpur UP Stopper 
back Harbinder Smgh, midfielder 
Jasmmder Smgh and forward 
Awtar Smgh were sick and 
imavailable 

The Delhi football season, with 
the Durand and DCM bemg over, 

18 commg to an end A perusal of 
the season’s results reveals that 
Calcutta’s hegemony is declimng 
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QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. ‘Fifty Years in Cricket, Cricket is 
my Life' and ‘Just My Story are 
books written by the late Len 
Hutton Which one of these is his 
autobiography'^ 

2 Who introduced swing bowling'? 

3 What does ‘pull mean in golf'? 

4 With which game is "Elo system" 
associated'? 

5 Who IS the ‘post man’ in 
basketball"? 

6 ‘Bridge is a corruption of "? 

7 What IS ‘lightning chess '? 

ANSWERS 

1 "Cricket is my life ' 

2 G H Hirst (Yorkshire and 
England) 

3 Drive (ball) widely to left (of 
right-handed player) 

4 Chess 

5 A player who stations himself near 
the lane 

6 ‘Biritch’ 

7 A game of chess in which all the 
moves have to be completed by a 
player in five minutes 

CHESS 

Most of tlie first principles of 
positional play were formulated 
by the first official world 
champion Wilhelm Steimtz They 
were further amplified by his 
successor Emmanuel Lasker who 
added the psychological 
dimension 

Steinitz's axiom was that a 
player who has the imtiative is 
under an obligation to attack, 
otherwise the advantage will 
evaporate. Lasker understood 
this, and he was an expert at 
inducing shillyshallying from his 
less enlightened opponents. This 
game is an outstanding example. 

White. Lasker "Vs Black: 
Janowski World Championship 
London 1910 

1 d4 d5 2 e4 e6 3 Ne3 c5 4 ed5 ed5 5 NO Ba6 
6 »47 ile4 7 Nxe4 Nc6. The less said 
about the opening the better. A 
modern master would have played 
6 g3. developing pressure on the 
Isolani without a second thought. 

8 Be3 ed4 9 Nzd4 QaS+110 Nos 0 O-OIU 
a3. White is reeling under the 
assult. However black has to play 
sharply to deliver the K.O Here 
he has two good tries A) 11—Bc6 


12 B4 Bxd4! 13 Bxd4 Qg5 14 Ne2 
Nxd4 15 Nxd4 Qe5-k picking up 
material, or B) 11—Nge7 12 b4 
Qe5 13 Nce2 Nf5 14 Qcl Nxd4 15 
Nxd4 Rxd4 16 b5 Bc5 17 bc6 Re4 
1 8 cb7 -I- Kb8 with a strong attack. 
Janowsi tried to transpose into 
this variation but there is a small 
difference 

U—NliO? 121>4 Qe513 NebB! NfB. The 
difference is that a knight on e7 
would have protected c6 so that 
13—a6 would have broken the 
white counterattack 

Here 13—ae 14 Qcl! abS 15 
Nxc6 bee 16 Qxce-l- Qc7 17 Qa6-f 
Kb8 18 Rcl would leave white on 
top 

14 Rel Nze315 fe3 OxeS-f 16 862 Be7. 

Here again the sharp 16—Bb3!! 7 
Qd2 Qxd2+ 18 Kxd2 Kb8 19 Ke3 
Bd5 would leave black with the 
better ending. 

17 Rest Bli4-i-7 The queen sacrifice 
with 17—Qxc3-l- 18Nxc3Nxd4 
would be a resolute way of playing 
to win. Black thought he would 
win anyway, so he tried to play 
safe 

F3418 g3 Qe4 19 0-0 Bf6 (See 
diagram). The white 
counterattack now goes mto top 
gear Lasker after having made a 
mess of the opening recovered 
well. 20 RxlSI gte 21 BO QeB 22 Nxa7+ 
Kc723 Naxc6 be6 24 Rxe6+ Kb8 25 Rb6-l- 
Kc8 26 Qel+ K(I727 Nx66 re6 28 Rb7+ Ke8 
29Bc6-l-KI830Qh6-i-(l-O} Black is 
caught in a mating net. 

Oevangahu Diitta 



BRIDGE 

There are scores of players who 
know all about squeezes, safety 
plays and card combinations but 
analysing the opponent’s actions 


to one’s own advantage is what 
sets the men apait from the boys 
Test your declarer play on this 
hand from a recent club game, 
remembering that you are not 
allowed to sec all four hands at the 
table: 


NORTH (duimny) 

4 

10 5 


A4 

O 

39852 

* 

J 6 5 3 

WEST 

EAST 

4 AQJ 74 

4 982 

iCP 603 

cp 72 

<> 63 

O KQ 10 7 

4 972 

4 Q 104 


SOUTH 
«b K63 

KQJ 1098 
O A 
Jfk A K 8 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

2 Pass 2 0” Dble 

2 CP Pass 2NT ” Pass 

3 O Pass 4 CP All Pass 

‘ artifical, strong 
** negative or waiting 

Three no-trumps would have 
been much easier but then there 
would have been no story As it 
was. West looking at those spade 
goodies, decided to lead a trump to 
cut down on dummy’s possible 
ruffers In a way he was right but 
declarer. Som Nath Chatterjee 
who wUl be defending his national 
Ruia team title next week at 
Kanpur but on a different team, 
drew the conclusion that West had 
the spades bottled up for his 
passive defence to make sense 
after East had asked for a 
diamond lead with his double. 
Accordingly, he won the trump 
lead in hand, released the 
diamond ace, crossed over to 
dummy in trumps and, spurning 
his last chance of pulling a spade 
towards the king, ruffed a 
diamond in hand. After drawing 
the last outstanding trump, 
declarer cashed his club winners 
and exited in clube. Had the club 
queen been with West, he would 
have been end-played right away 
but even though East could win 
the club West had no escape from 
an eventual end-play in spades as 
long as South refused to put up 
the king on the first round of the • 
suit. 

ShantanuQheah 





Dharmendra 
Yadav (India) 
lands a powerful 
left on Jan 
Quast's head in 
the quarter final 
in the light 
flyweight class... 


Rohit while 

reporting on the Workl 
Amateur Boxing 
Ohampionsliip in Boniha^» 


I (T.lvlS T^Tr:T 


heedgrear has robhed the gain# 
^ita essential beauty andof 
exxdtement... . . 


H istory books teii you 

astonishing things Lake a 
strange fellow called 
Nero, who found a sudden urge 
to fiddle (that is play the fiddle) when his 
city, Rome, burned 
Emperor Nero’s glee over the violence 
around him may not be tha mexpllcable, 


Amateur boxing is like... 


A HOODED 








i.'f* ^ 



Zoram Thanga 
punishes 
Korea's Suk J 
Yang to register 
an Impressive 
victory in iight 
flyweight ciass 




when you consider that Roman pugihsts 
used a ‘cestus’. an iron studded gauntlet, 
to fight with A people with a predihction 
for violence, as it would seem 
But then boxing has been that one 
legalised way for man’s coarser and more 
aggressive instincts to surface Boxing 
coaches have often instructed their 
proteges to 'go and kill the other bastard’ 






and have been startlingly unperturbed 
when exactly that happened It is a man’s 
sport, IS the subtle explanation, and if 
spectators appreciated the science and 
speed of Ah. they also craved for the nose 
cnmohing, hp splitting, blood spurtmg 
violence of Foreman 
If professional boxmg has stayed 
closer to those raw ideals of machismo let 


zoram Thanga of 
India unlaaanes 
a left upper cut 
to Scotland’s 
Paul John on his 
waytoa16~4 
victory that 
ensured his 
entry Into the 
semi final of the 
World Cup 
Amateur Boxing 
Championship 
at Bombay 


loose m a nng, the amateurs have striven 
to protect their own The days of the 
‘cestus’are over Recently, Bayer 
laboratories at the Berhn institute 
mvented a substance known as ‘Bayflex’ 
used now in headgfear and gloves It 
reduces the power of the punch by 26% 
and reduces the impact on the head by 
60%—considering that a sweetly-timed 
punch by a not-so-sweet heavyweight hae 
a 10,000 pound force, then the value of 
‘Bayflex’ assumes a life-savmg 
dimension 

Yet for the essential fight fan, the 
headguard and even the mandatory vest 
have divested the sport of much of its 
appeal They hide some of the more 
human elements those very elements 
that make this man-agamst-man contest 
almost so mystically absorbing 

The headguard clasps the face in a 
tight vice, just over the eyes and just 
below the mouth So much cannot be 
seen Lake the jaw, the chin, either 
quivering for an mstant in fear or 
unsurety, or thrusting forward m 
defiant arrogance Or when a hghtning 
right cross grotesquely mis-shapens the 
chm for a second, the lips flattening, the 
sweat coming off like sparks from an 
electric fire that you cannot see So too 
with the eyes Anyone who saw All or 
Frazier will remember the games they 
played with their eyes Eyebrows 
archmg in astonishment or tease, the 
eyes faking some move, perhaps 
telegraphing a left when actually it will 
be a right All this is lost 

Smce the headgear keeps a man alive 
this 18 a small sacrifice, but the vest has 
been an unreasonable attempt to civilise 
amateur boxing Perhaps, it is to hide the 
flabby brawlers m the over 91 kg 
class-like Linklatter the Canadian 
Indian, a genteel fellow but who leads not 
with his right but with his gargantuan 
stomach ’The vest hides the sound of 
glove on flesh and the heavmg, 
hyperventilatmg chest in the last 
minutes of the fmal round, as the 
exhausted boxer demands of his body its 
every last bit This is a bad loss It 
depreciates the combat 

Cuban coach Alcides Segara 
teaches his boys to come in fast, a qiuck 
one-two, then retreat It’s called beatmg 
the computer But the Cubans are hke 
Latin dwcers turned boxers no pomts 
for their beauty robs boxing of its 
aesthetic appeal 

The amateur boxer, then is like a falcon 
with its hood on restrained In many 
ways A pity • 

■ .. s 




INTERNATIONAL ATHLETICS; 


TM£ 
FALL-CVYS 


Nowadays, with regular monotony, athletes at overcrowded 
international races bump into each other and fall down. The 
result: many athletes cannot complete their races. What are 

the reasons and solutions to this problem? 



T he Intel national 
Amateur Athletic 
Federation aie 
looking foi 
feedback from 
athletes to assist 
study of possible causes 
for the now regulai 
occurrence of pile ups in 
middle and long 
distance events 
In Britain mishaps in 
the men s AAA 1500m 
finals in two succ essive 
years were indicative of 
agiowmgtrend while 
international concei n 
came to a head last 
summer when Peter 
Elliott failed to finish a 
1500m heat at the 
Eui opean 

Championships in Split 
after being 
rough handled to *^he 
ground by East 


Gei many s Hauke 
Fuhlbrugge 

An appeal under i ule 
141 was upheld and 
Elliott was advanced to 
the final to finish 
four th 

Mike Gee director of 
the 1/* Al* s technical 
committee points out 
that input from active 
athletes is an impoi tant 
influence in the 
committee s 
work Membeisdont 
just sit around a table 
and talk They welcome 
constructive 
suggestions A subject 
like this could well 
appear on the agenda at 
our next meeting 

Apart from the Elliott 
episode at Split there 
was the ai guably more 
critical case as it 
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involved two incidents 
in the same final, ol 
Salvatore Antibo 
Already gold medallis) 
in the 10.000m, Antibo s 
hopes of a double seemed 
to have hit the bulters 
just after the start of the 
5000m when he 
^ tchieved his own 
downfall by running 
into Marcus O’Sullivan, 
of Ireland 
The Italian nimbly 
regained his feet to win, 
but not before he had 
elbowed Dionisio Castro, 
otherwise a certain 
medallist, off the track 
A Portuguese protest 






should, in the opinion of 
many have resulted in 
Anti bo’s 
disq ualif ication 
A new 1 ule per mits 
two curved starting 
linos to be u.sed in longei 
races so that lai ge field.s 
can be halved and 
congestion on the first 
turn reduced This has 
merit but does not 
address the fat t that 
accidents are more 
frequent in mid rtice 
than at the start 
There were upsets 
during the 1500m and 
5000m Commonwealth 
finals at Auckland Jack 


Buckner fell in the 
5000m after tangling 
with John Ngugi The 
Kenyan was rapidly 
back m business to win a 
silver medal as Buckner 
trmled in 12th 

In the same race a 
separate landing 
involved anther Kenyan, 
Yobes Ondieki, and 
Mark Rowland Ondieki 
capsized again in the 
Parcelforce Games at 
Crystal Palace in July 
raising questions about 
his traffic sense 

Coincidence beats 
superstition as a reason 
why John Walker 
tripped at the same spot 
on the Auckland track 
‘ as Ngugi and Buckner 
Walker ran on to the 
trailing foot of 
Australia’s Pat 
Scammell in the 1500m 
final 

“Scammell decks 
everyone in Europe as 
vyell ’ remarked Walker, 
confii imng Buckner’s 
verdict that some 
athletes are awkward to 
follow 

Steve Cram, who has 
probably finished 
upstanding and 
unbeaten in more 
top-class 1500m races 
than anybody, reminds 
me that in his first 
Olympic Games in 1980 
there were only nine 
finalists compared with 
the more usual 12 



“You can get away 
with big fields in Grand 
Prix races where 
pacemakers take it on 
fast and the field is soon 
strung out Butin 
championship finals 12 
are too many for safety ’ 
It IS in fact in 
championships where 
tactical pace variations 
are common that 
accidents most often 
occur But tactics can be 
double-edged in a 
professional sport With 
money bracing the 
fibres of aggression, 
fouls become part of the 
state of play 
Whether toppled by 
accident or design some 
have triumphed over the 
most grievous falls 
Often cited as the 
classic precedent of how 
to lose your feet and still 
win IS the case of Lasse 
Viren, who took a dive 
halfway through the 
Olympic 10,000m final 
in Munich but made a 
miraculous recovery to 
win the gold medal in 
world record timing 
Viren’s example is 
unlikely of emulation, 
nor under the piesent 
rules ai e some of the 
more calculated 
prostrations of 
professionals in the 
distant past 
Alf Shrubb after 
breaking every amateur 
record from two to 10 
miles m the early 20th 
centui.y. decided to bow 
out a 1 eal professional 
Later in life he told the 
story of his least credible 
duel Pitted against the 
Red Indian Tom 
Longboat, a long-priced 
starter with the 
bookmakers, Shrubb, 
the favourite, staged a 
collapse on the last lap, 
losing the race but 
collecting a handsome 
unofficial retirement 
benefit 
f>»tor HHdiwth 




**Tlierc was little monesr 
condng in, but I was still 
spcmdiiic It like it was 
going ontof s^le. I 
, gldnH really appxeclate 
bow fortnnate 1 ka4 
been** 





ENCOUNTER 



I appreciate what I had ” 
Cash adiiiits he became 



Michael Calvin 

P AT CASH continues his 
comeback with the 
words of his father, Pat 
Snr, uppermost in his 
mind “Remember,” he 
was told, “the finest 
steel IS tempered in the lire ” 

The 1987 Wimbledon champion, 
5 H?ffocated by sudden fame, came 
close to being consumed by the 
flames of insecurity and injury 
He became so disillusioned that 
only his psychologist could 
dissuade him from retirement 
His attempt to rebuild his 
career, threatened when he 
snapped his Achilles tendon in 
Japan in April 1989, has given 
him a sense of perspective 
“If you are a good player, you 
prepare for success ” Cash 
reflected, as he relaxes at his 
London home “You see it coming 
but don’t know for sure what it 
will entail 

“When It arrives, everything 
changes, whether you like it or 
not It’s hard to keep your head 
straight because, though you 
might not realise it, you become 
preoccupied with the distractions 
“Before my injury, I was so 
concerned that nothing should 
distract me from my tennis I 
became paranoid I had to start all 
over again, from the bottom, to 


appreciate what I had ’’ 

Cash adiiiits he became 
“addicted” to a sense of supreme 
fitness after winnmg Wimbledon 
Training, wnh a feverish 
intensity, offered an emotional 
crutch when he was forced on to 
the defensive by a new lange of 
responsibilities 
“The week before I won 
Wimbledon I was regarded as a 
good player,” he recalled “All of a 
sudden I was portrayed as a 
world-beater I knew it was no 
fluke but, deep down, I knew also I 
was playing no differently 
“1 wanted so badly to back up 
that win Everyone wanted to 
know me and I kept telling myself 
‘This is your time Prove you are a 
great champion ’ In the end, 
losing the title lifted a great 
weight off my shoulders ” 

“It took me about a year to 
realise I made the mistake of 
trymg to please everyone I was a 
sweet boy for the grandmothers, a 
I tough pro for the sportswriters 
and a pm-up boy for the 
teenyboppers I wasn’t me ” 

Cash coped by surrounding 
himself with his father, a coach, a 
psychologist, a trainer and Geoff 
Lamb, an English friend he 
described as a bodyguard “because 
that was what everyone wanted to 
hear ” 

He reasoned “I didn’t trust 
anybody else I didn’t know 
whether people wanted to con me 


or help me I began to understand 
the insecurity McEnroe has felt all 
his life ” 

A naturally-volatile character, 
he found complaints about his 
behaviour irksome Weighed 
down by resentment, he confided 
in Daley Thompson that “all I 
want to do is run away” 

Two weeks later. Cash, playing 
against Bill Scanlon, was injured 
following a sei ve into the net It 
was 364 days before he won his 
next match, in the qualifying 
round of a tournament in Seoul 

“I had been travelling for 11 
years, since I was 14, and 
suddenly, I had a year ofl, ’ Cash 
reflected “I could he on a beach, 
go out all night, without 
worrying about practising the 
next day ” 

But gradually, reality began to 
inti'ude on the idyll Cash was not 
the fust to discover that, in 
professional sport, no-one is 
forgotten faster than yesterday’s 
hero 

“My contracts were on hold, 
there was little money coming in, 
but I was still spending it like it 
was going out of style I didn’t 
really appreciate how fortunate I 
had been ” 


bad been travelUn 
since I was 14and 
suddenly, I bad a yea 
off• I could lie on a 
beacb, go out allnlgb 
wltbont worrying abo 
practice tbe next day 


He reached his lowest point in 
April, losing his comeback match 
to Bruno Oresar, the Yugoslav, in 
Miami He told friends he 
intended to retire because “I 
realised just how far I had to go ” 
Remarkably, within a fortnight of 
being talked around by Jeff Bond, 
his psychologist, he won a singles 
title in Hong Kong 
“I returned to obscurity,’ he 
reminded himself “Tennis is not 
the only thing in the world I have 
learned there are more important 
things than hittmg a silly little 
ball over a net ’’ # 


Courtssy ThaHmM 



INTERNATIONAL ATHLETICS 




CHEATING 

■■■GOES ONMMI 


HE media, more so in 
America than elsewhere, 
has an awesome 
memipulatlve power. So 
often through the Ck>ld 
War, there appeared this 
distinct message, even in 
sport, that the gc^ clean 
boys firom the US of A were 
the good guys; and the 
hurly. burly, Bast Europeans (especially these 
damn Ruskies) the bad guys. 

Columnists chortled with glee when they saw 
weightlifters with muscles when there shouldn’t 
be or female East German swimmers with voices 
bass enough to smg in the men’s section of the 
choir—this was ammunition, this was a tune for 
mahce. The message, the complaint was 
simple—the East European training systems 
were unethical and unfair. 

With the unification of the two Germany’s and 
subsequent mvestigations into East German 
sports science centres, much of this has been 


SUSPENSION STAYED 

T he procedure for suspending an athlete 
for drug abuse is simple. In case of a 
positive finding which is based on results of 
two tests of the same urine sample, the lAAF 
(International Amateur Athletic Federation) 
instructs the concerned national federation to 
suspend the athlete, which is usually done at 
once 

However, America has a different system. 
Once the lAAF says an athlete has tested 
positive (which happened with Barnes and 
Reynolds) the athletes can appeal to the The 
Athletic Congress (TAC), the sport’s national 
governing body, which can be a long, 
exhaustive process. 

And America has already started arguing 
the case for Reynolds and Barnes. Richard 
Hollander, the chairman of the grants 
committee of TAC, has said that Barnes’ urine 
sample was sealed in his presence, in violation 
of lAAF rules and that the control numbers 


borne out. It seems steroid powders were actually 
mixed into their daily bread from Day One. 

Which makes you sort of wonder what a gold 
medal means today. 

But that is not the point. With the suspension 
of two American world record holders—Randy 
Barnes (shot put) and Butch Reynolds (40C)m)—^it 
is time for America to do some much needed 
introspection. 

Two years ago at the Seoul Olympics, when Ben 
Johnson became known as the Stanozolol Kid, 
suspicious eyes were cast as strongly over the, 
sensuous maybe, but definitely overmuscled body 
of Florence Griffith Joyner. What did she eat. 
Bananas? 

Flo Jo’s profile m the mid eighties was as high 
as Panamanian marble players Not a nobody, not 
a somebody, but just in between. In a remarkable 
transformation, prior to the Olympics, Flo Jo 
appeared with coloured toenails and running 
wear out of some outrageous designer house, as 
also with equally outrageous musculature. She 
wasn’t running fast, she was flying. N<^, 
Panamanian presidents would play mairbles with 
her if asked too. In July 1988 she lawefed the 
100m record from 10.79 secs to 10.49 secs. Two 
months later in Seoul, she smashed tbS Olympic 
record LIFE put her on its year-end cover, Flo Jo 
cried and retired. It’s amazing how they haven’t 
made a film on her. It’s amazing how her 
retirement followed allegations of drug abuse. 
America asked some questions—but not enough. 

Then came Larry N^rrioks, the world’s second 
best long jumper. He was caught. He said be had 
had flu and had taken some substances 
inadvertently, and will appeal his life ban. So too 
will Reynolds and Barnes, both suspended for 
two years. 

What irked was Barnes’ immediate comment, 
that his suspension could lose him $500,000. It 
gives the impression that money, as we all 
thought, is the issue and not morality. 

Drug abuse is disgusting. Drug abuse by world 
record holdars is even more damning. Somehow 
athletes appear to have a diminished 
retqponsil^ty every sucoeesivs year—a 
responsibility to their fans, the sport, their 








reput&fidno: f tnean wd're taUdiiff iQxmt the best 
of the best heire, world record hoMena. How could 
we expect lesser athletes to ignore tbe edge that 
dnigs asstire, when the peo^e tliey aspire to beat 
are steroid junkies? Fortunately for America, 
their two best known athletes—Carl Lewis and 
Edwin Moses—axeboth 
drug fiee and have TIT TjJ 

always demanded random WOTui FBCt 

testing, You may not ., ;■ 

like Lewis, but Lewis is 

clean. He has wmi6 KUtlay ifUrU 

OlymiNo golds, yet ii;pnio - ■ ' ' ■ = 

ally, it is his drug-free aiK/ Butcl 

reputation that enhances ____ 

his greatness. But now - / Atlti —w” 

America must crusade tCi 

against their own on two . 

A) A two-year ban is like fOT botlficd 

asking a child to stand . ' ■■ -- 1 '- = 

in the comer. And we're \JVhifn 1 

not inschort anymore. If _ rr 

athletiashastooleanup ~ ~ 

its act, the offendem CnBOtlt 

have to pay with their _ I_ 

careers. If you fix the 

ledgers in your office and get caught, you get the 
sack. If athletes demand appearance money and 
jusfiiy it saying sport is their career, then the 
price for cheating must be the same. Sport is no 
longer a pas t im e but a buainees...but it should be 
a business with smne prindplea. 

B) After the Seoul fiiuKQ, Ben Johnson's ICXkn 
record was. quite correctly, disit^ardsd. There is 
pressure being a;^lied to do the Same with East 
German world record hedders. ^ that logic, 
Barnes and Arnolds should be taken (df the 
> world record list. A counter argument could bs - 
that neither of the two tested positive at the 
respective meets where they registered their 
world records. But too bad. these men do not 
deserve to be recognisad, in any manner, for 
whatever athletic prowess th^ have. have 

no {dace in history except in the ohaptflsr on 
‘cheats'. 

You think men like Jim Thorpe and Jesse 
Owens, menfiromnowhsrs, ^bhojrecedwtth 

hmwes. spedm with Klngf, hid 

that wonderful intsgrity sid qidd pHds of being 

a great athlete. Then you took at the s e meh to^ 

H^cenyouseyAeymddsaadOwqdisIxi'ths 

same breath? One gave apehit Ito soul, tlto btldSr 

losesthatsoul- 

'niere wss a time when IWJtors took their sons 
to a game on the weekend, so that the son could 
marvel atddU, ga^p at ph^mtosl {irowsss, Shivto 
at manfy agnrraeston ami have borne sdbd^^ 
dreama Today, l^e e p ee o y otoM vtoleucsoiakiaibt 
atooOerildd. b a eka tbsa|>|ayerecm'OOoei^ 

aHiletee* .i - j 

What a iSsy^ togrow ttpt# 


World record holders 
Randy Barnes (shot put) 
and Butch Reynolds 
(400m) test positive 
for banned substances. 
When will the 
cheating stop? 
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11TH HIMALAYAN RALLY 



The Indian drivers 


finally got the 
opportunity to 
prove themselves 
as the foreign 
factory teams 
stayed away 
from the rally 


MUTED con versations, 
auapicioua glancea at 
people entering the 
Centaur Hotel lobby, 
headquartera of the 
Himalayan Rally, and 
queriea anawered with 
juat a few worda, “We 
don't know, please come 
back tomorrow. ” 

This aort of behaviour 
added fuel to the goaaip 
that the chances of the 
rally taking place were 
very slim. A request to 
meet the chairman, Mr 
Naasir Hooaein was 
turned down because he 
wasjna meeting. What 
meeting? An official 


clarified. “He is trying to 
negotiate with the 




I 'S' , 


student leaders of 
Himachal Pradesh 
because they have 
refused to let the rally 
pass through there. ” 

Although in the Plains 
the major issues were 
Ayodhya and the Prime 
Minister having to prove 
his majority, up in the 
hills the primary 
concern was atill the 
Mandal Commission's 
recommendations. The 
Himalayas were atill 
resounding with the 
continoua, if not rather 
laboured, demands of 
the students. 

The final decision was 
that all cars would pay 
the amounts demanded 
by the students, and also 
allow them to paste 
posters of their demands 
on the cars. Anything 
would do for the HR A, 
as long as the rally took 
place. 


COMING 


CHANGING TIMES 


T he Himalayan 
Rally had started 
off as an endurance 
rally with both 
service and rally 
vehicles travelling 
together for seven 
days. A few years 
later there was a 
change in format 
when competitive 
sections were added 
on to make it seem 
more like a rally. 

Service vehicles were 
only allowed into the 
transport sections 
and it was during 
these years that a lot 
of factory teams used 
the rally as a testing 


ground for new 
vehicles. It was eilso 
during this period 
that the Himalayan 
Rally Association 
started gunning for 
international status. 
In 1989, when this 
was granted and the 
Himalayan Rally 
became a part of the 
newly formulated 
Asia-Pacific 
championship, that 
the format totally 
changed. From a 
seven-day endurance 
it became a four-day 
fast paced rally, with 
restricted night 
driving and added 
safety measures. 


E mbossed on the 
logo of the 
Himalayan Rally, 
in small lettering, 
almost as an after 
thought, are the words 
‘A Challenge’. It does not 
need highlighting, 
because it is the ultimate 
test. 

Only the brave 


venhire out into the 
xmknown. Motorsport 
was never for the trepid 
and more so the rally. 
Even highly skilled 
drivers find themselves 
searchii^ for cotuege at 
times of crisis. 

But this challenge has 
lost some of its glamour, 
because the 
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factory/works team 
which were a regniltu' 
feature till last year 
backed out Most of 
them, m earher years, 
had seen what a notiner 
mob could do and first 
^ hand experience coupled 
with a bit of logic had 
meant ‘stay away* 

Those who had turned 
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up, more a case of while 
the cat’s away the mice 
will play, were mediocre 
at best But this jaded 
foreign Ime-up was at 
least to the advantage of 
the Indian drivers, who 

Too fat or too hot to 
handlel Raithmuller 
stripped down for a bit 
of sun 













for years were just 
numbers on the result 
sheets. Finally this year, 
from j\ist numbers they 
had became the 
challen^rs. 


THE FOREIGN 
PERFORMANCE _ 

They had come with 
the best cars, back up 
teams and tons of 
spares, but all this was 
wasted. Most of them 
were not prepared for 
some of the mountain 
roads, being more used 
to rallying on tarmac 
and maybe a httle dirt, 
which tore the cars 
apart. 

With the absence of 
big names like 
Shinozuka and Rod 
Millen, Flory Roothaert 
was expected to win. yet 
on the foiurth 
competitive of the first 
day itself, his bid for 


stardom died when his 
Lancia Delta Integrale 
16V, known as the 
ultimate rallying 
machine, flipped over 
onto its roof after the 
right front tyre came 
off. Roothaert, usually 
80 ebullient, was in a 
contemplative mood, 
sitting by his 
overturned dream, he 
said, “I don’t know what 
happened." 

The others who joined 
Roothaert in the 


Amidst the 
flurry of 
screeching 
tyres and 
whining engines 
the Indians 
brought their 
own s^ie to the 
rally.... 


non-finishers club that 
day were G. Hendrik in 
another Lancia, who 
dropped out because of 
electrical failure and 
Ronny Renders, whose 
Suziiki Swift, stalled 
with an over heated 
radiator. 

On the second day 
Klaus Fritzinger, who 
had checked in first at 
the regrouping at Solan 
Breweries, couldn’t 
make it to Shimla for the 
night halt when the 
turbo charger in his 
Toyota CeUca OT4 
developed a fault. By 
now the non-finishers 
club had an almost 
embarassing 
membership. 

Fritzinger’s 
teammates, the Uhl 
brothers.' who had been 
trailing in his dust cloud 
were suddenly propelled 


into the lead. The next 
foreign car, the Gassner 
brothers in a Mitsubishi 
Starion, was half an 
hoiu" behind the Uhl’s 
Toyata Celica GT4. And 
filling in the places 
in-between, were the 
Indians. 

Stefan and Michael 
Uhl stuck tenaciously to 
their lead and won the 
Himalayan Rally on 
debut. Jurgen 
Reithmullerand Patrick 
Weber came in third 
making it a good day for 
the Germans as well as 
for the Fritzinger 
Toyota Motorsports 
team. The next 
foreigners were way 
down at 10th 
position—the Gassners, 
having checked in early 
and thus incurring a 30 
minutes penalty, were 
pushed down from 
seventh to the tenth. 












As one of the Team 
Thunderbolt drivers 
Wd before the rally, 
“We’ll just drive like 
hell this 18 the only 
chance we've got ” And 
amidst the flurry of 
screeching tyres and 
whining engines the 
Indians brought their 
own style to the rally As 
one of the Gassner 
brothers said, “You can 
see how well the local 
boys know the roads 
^ You can tell this from 
the tyre marks on the 
toad they leave behind 
If you don’t know the 
road 100 per cent you 
can’t drive like that ’’ 

The way most of the 
Indians handle the 
mountain roads is much 
like a knee-jerk 
reaction Yet they tend 
to be timid in towns and 
overtly rampant m the 
competitive sections, 
pushing aside slower 
vehicles This can be 
very dangerous with 
cars bouncing in and out 
over some derelict 
ground and quite apart 
from that, most stages 
have sheer drops 
alongside, but since 
no-one’s complaining, I 
presume that they like it 
like that The more 
dangerous the better 
This 18 the motto of the 
new breed of dnvers like 
those m Team 
Thunderbolt They 
drove with devihsh 
abandon, took chances 
only a fool would, and 
drank the mght 
away—true warriors of 
the dirt roads' 

The first Indian 
casualty took place 35 
kms outside Delhi, when 
Shiv Adhaulya 
overturned his 
Ambassador and 
suffered a broken arm 


Eat my duat Fritilngar 
In hia Toyota Celica 
comaa in for a flying 
finiah; leaving a trail of 
duat cloud In his wake 


But the other team of 
Sharad Bhandari and 
Narinder Yadav m a 
Gypsy were not quite so 
lucky They went off the 
road and fell 800 ft down 
a sheer drop just 80 kms 


outside Shimla With a 
lot of difficulty they 
were removed from the 
wreckage and Bhandari 
was immediately 
removed to Chandigarh, 
while Yadav was taken 


to a hospital m Shimla 
Bhandan had sustamed 
head injuries while 
Yadav had broken both 
legs and a few ribs 
The news of the 
Bhandan/ Yadav 
accident had shaken 
most of the drivers and 
it was a very low-keyed 
and nervous group 
which started the next 
day But there was good 
news for some who had 
started right at the 
tail—Han Smgh, for 
example, who was 


HE TROUBLED TEARS 


E ver since 
Himalayan Rally 
Association 
chairman, Nassir 
Hoosein’s idea took to 
the road, the 
Himalayan Rally has 
been plagued with 
trouble. Trouble 
coming in the form of 
politicians. 

1980: Wit!h some of 
the best rallying 
teams in the world 
turning out all it 
needed was a few 
misguided potitioiane 
to mar the event. It 
sUutedwitha 
demonstration at the 
flag-off. At Agra the 
demoAstrators 
aseaultwl the 
wltb^i^jandf 
irtipnee, Mohtoafa 
weredmaitged. This 
ledthe vdhte hehsg 
fihpa^siaed. 





achievements were 
forgotten when the 
rally was terminated 
at the second leg at 
Mussourie because 
the Prime Minister, 
Indira Gandhi was 
: aimaeinated. 

In the following 
years trouble was 
brewing in the 
Oarwal region and 
finaly the volcano 
errupted during the 
'86 redly. Uttarkhand 
supporters tried to 
st(^ the flag-off at 
Delhi. When this 
failed they resorted to 
throwing stones at 
the rally cars along, 
the route. Therally ' 
was terminated at 
Banlkhet, taken in 
convoy to Mussourie 
and than restarted, 

' but the damage had 
bean done, M^ of the 
foreigners never 
came back. 

1990; <^oe again, a 
seriSedT political 
I turmoil which shook 
the country took its ' 


toll on the rally The 
anti-reservation 
agitation, although 
side lined in the 
major cities, was still 
a big issue in the 
His^ayasof 
Himachal Pradesh. 
Only after hours of 
negotiation with 
student leaders the 
rally was allowed to 
go into Himachal. 

The Great Desert 
Himalaya Raid was 
not held thie year 
because the route was 
through ‘politically 
disturbed* areas. In 
fact most people have 
pjpesumed that this 
event might never be 
held agEuin. 

Therefore, the 
succeseioa of events 
point put that the 
Himahiyan RaUy is in 
, jeopi^y.WhiUis 
gttog to be done to 
protect the only 
international event 
that we can be proud 
of? 






- THONCI; A MAJOR ISSUE 

’0- -f 

* ^ PART from the usual organisational 
"ilfVhAssles which crop up when a major event 
^ organised in India, there areaf^wxhinor * 
problems which get overlooked, but over the 
years become major issues 
This year s Himalayan Rally faced one of 
these problems regarding timings Every 
year discrepancies in timings have been 
overlooked till some of the participants decided 
enough was enough The field being tightly 
packed with Indian drivers, gunning for the 
top. this became a major issue One of the 
entrants from Cadcutta, PrashantaPaul and 
Adil Davar, were awarded 88 minutes in 
penalty points which did not tally with their 
own calculations When the chairman of the 
HR A, Mr Nasair Hoosem was confronted he 
said, “I know the^e is a mistake, but i-ight now 
I can’t do anything about it " 

This mistake meant that on the last day 
Paul/ Davar would be the tail-enders and would 
have to move up at least twenty positions to 
come into the first fifteen positions in the 
Indian category, which was unfair because 
they were already there and all because of a 
computer error they were being pushed down 
to the end of the line 

Frustrated, they did not start on the last day 
and at the flag-in when Davar met Mr Hoosem 
once again, Mr Hoosem said, 'Davar, 
congratulations you have done well " When he 
was miormed that they had dropped out of the 
rally he exclaimed, "You were a fool You 
should have finished the rally and we could 
have sorted out the problem here ” 

This was one of the few occasions during 
this rally that this happened A comment made 
by one of the other drivers summed it up “The 
HRA 18 not bothered about our timings as long 
as the foreigners are happy " 

It s about time the HRA took some action 
because problems like these could do a lot of 
damage to the event But then isn’t it our 
nature to make too much of foreigners while 
ignoi mg our own at the same time' 


flagged off in the 78 
position had moved into 
the 12th position at the 
end of Leg I 
For some of the 
Indians the second day 
did not go the way they 
imght have wanted it to 
One sustained a broaen 
rear axle another a 
burst radiator and the 
third, trymg to take a 


shortcut went off the 
road But Satnam Singh 
m a Nissan Jonga took 
the proverbial cake He 
ran out of petrol Avery 
embarrassed man he 
refused to talk about it I 
wasn’t surprised 
Farah Vakil/ Renuka 
Lai warn m a Gypsy were 
the only all-women 
team left m the flray for 


Breathtaking scanary, 
but the participants 
had little time to look 
out and appreciate the 
beauty 

the Coup Des Dames 
trophy But the biggest 
disappointment was 
Nikhil Taneja/Sandeep 
Lai Having won the 
rally twice m succession 
and (after the ban) 
amung for a hattnck, 
they steadily lost 
ground and moved 
downward while all the 
others moved up 
Last year’s runner up 
m the Indian category, 
Koka Rao of the Indian 
Air Force also had to 
pull out of the rally on 
the third day because of 
gear-box failure 
Hard luck stones are 
plentiful m any rally, 
but the fate that befell 
Sushil Mehta is the 
worst that one can think 
of Driving a Ford Sen ra 
4WD they were cruising 
along the transport 
section m the final leg 
when the car broke 
down Their service 
team, not expecting any 
problems, h^ pushed 
off for the flag-m and 
were mort\fied when 
their car never turned 
up 

Out m front there was 
a different battle taking 
place, the fight for the 
first place Sekhon and 


The Indians 
tend to be 
overtly rampant 
in the 

competitive 
sections...This 
can be very 
dangerous with 
cars bouncing in 
and out over 
some derelict 
ground...but no 
one’s 

complaining 
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Chauhan versus Farad 
Bathena and Farokh 
Commisariat 
Sekhon and Chauhan 
both captains in the 
Indian Army and 
wmners of last year s 
rally m the Indian 
section don’t travel the 
beaten path They never 
have Their style is not 
flashy and their attitude 
would put most tight 
hpped men to shame 
But if this makes one 
think they are staid 
forget it Their ruthless 
efliciency leaves very 
bttle chance for others 
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... tbe rules of 
tile 

ehampionshlp 
led to a pool of 
40horfws 
beinfl^ offered 
to the riders. 
It would have 
heentoo 
escpenslve for 
tlis foreign 
ilderstohave 


es»so 


INDlAfigurad 
dismally in the 
ITC^cpohaored 
ChuMio Asian Show 
— JhmiJinflr and Horse 

_I Trials meet at the 

HarbakehSim^ 
stadlUhii Delhi. Iq. the 
teenH3hampionship of 
the Show Jumimig 
evbnt. the Indian mo. 
€!apt. Adhirej Stogh, 
8ul>>ln8peotor Serdara 
BamendMIitiorJjS. 
Ahhremlid were in with 
a medal ohsjQoe till the 
endof RmindB. Miioh 
was expeeted df them as 
Iitdiahadwanffcdil 
medals in both the team 
and individual events m 
the 1988 Delhi Aaiad. 

There axe two rounde, 
BoundAandBlna 
show event, 

pmree deeipn^ Colonel 
at. Beddy expleined: 
'TnBound A. there are 
ISohetetdes. with a 
maajitmtm height of i.80 

WMutiw .iteS^w^artttniiTW 

ten jnmmilral they axe 
aU qusttty jumpa. The 
rider whoadm%plate8 
the least pait|tlty iphint* 
vrlnstbemdidd^ 
andin 


three riders is 


considered.” Nine 


oountnesiran. 


Thailand, Japan. 
Phinipinee, Sin^pore, 
Hony Kong, South 


Korea, China and India 


participated 
At the end of Bound A, 


Capt. Adluiei £high on 
Peter Pride hwi 13.85 


pointa. Sardara Ram on 


World King 16 00 


penalty pointa and 
Major J.S. Ahluwaliatm 
Amadeua 86.76 penalty 
pointa. India hmi 63 
mxiiits and warn oominlit 
thhrd behind lajpaa and 
Thailand. In Bmixxi B. 
Ch.pt. Adhiraj Stx^ 
jEinishedwtth8t|.8» ^ 
pomta mitl S^XdiMA Blhbf 
hadaore^iiahlaii^ K ' 


•Siiiijaisiiiiiip rii 


Bound B. to fintehm^ith 
88 points. S6 India web| 
in the medal hnht. CSiXt, 
Adhiny Singh had aa^ < 
then.‘”An>edalia 
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"Ui^mtmA In 


iai|iiwnlngl>ia 
csSbACdn. MMw 
At^UWAlin^id: “ItuKt to 
t^dto'ikaisdsu*, aborae 
I l^veiievtn* ridden 
bettor llierewaano 
cOKvnilnatloa between 
ifheAAdniy hom 

Aflmdeus ie tiaed by 

liglitflcr ridera upto 48 
kgfi. X am luWd to riding’ 


nn EUxir. Howbver, fbe 
ntleaitftbe 

<dnunpionbblpa led to a 
pocd m 40 

offored to the ndme. Xt 
would bawR been too 
esqpenalve Ibr the 
forrign riders to have 
gcA Umr pwn horses, so 
this arrangement was 
made, I wadttnlu<^ in 
the draw of lots and mjr 
hdrse Elixir which 


<Soirih»int]istibd«r 


^MQOOf Korea.” 

is pbriously a 
good hCMniMi as rider Huh 
JinMoooame fourth 
jfi^NRn’btrioof 
Vamashltat ?^Sd|ayoSlxi 
HSysriand QlSrtnpiSa 
YoShIhiro Maimno imm 
the team riiamplottshiii 
wi^ 36 penalty pointa, 
Thailand oame second 






fj^J pthaiMy Idiots tmd 
dCdb^^ordlhatt^' 

nwys i sV '^XfluSraiUa and 
^ ;liiSib<anab Amadeus 1^ 
to Jtodia'a poor debacle in 
tltt Cbuaio Asian ffluiw 
Jumping oonfoetition. 
The other Indums were 
nowhere in the 
individual event. The 
individual event was 
wcm^wily by Impahozo 
Yamashitacd Japan, 
astridte Sahazada He 
had just four penalty 
points in round B 
and was the first rider 
not to drop a single 
hurdle and haveaoleao* 
round Tbisexoellent 
horsemanship earned 
him tumultnous 
applause from the 
appreciative crowd The 
other rider to have a 
clear round was I*ark 
Seung Su of South 
Korea. He cams second 
in the individual event 
The Phillipines rider, J 
RaimmS. Anza(Jr.) 
came third. 

Tent pegging with its 
disidaye of exuberance 
wasa weloome eight in 
this competition. 
Sponsors FTC spent Rs. 6 
lakhs on this meet and 
hc^ied to have Pakistan 
for the Tent Pegging 
I^wever, the troubled 
poUlioal climate led to 
Pakistan backing out. 
Ajmer Singh of the BSF 
astride I’arvana won the 
event with 37 pcdnta. 
Captain N.S. Rajpurohit 
of ASC oa^seocrndwlth 
38 5 points, Hajpurotut 
astride Harrier regaled 
the erowd Udth piercing 
OTlasof'‘Veah Yeah” 
everytimehe 
suoowefully plucked a 
peg. Daffadar Makhan 
Singh on Shiela came 
third add amused the 
orowd with regimental 
cries wtul^ riding. 








CALCUTTA 


Limca Book of Records 


T IIE liirnca Bcx)k of Records, 
1991, was launched m Calcutta 
on November 8 The state’s Sports 
Minister, Mr Subhas 
Chakralxirty, released the book at 
a simple c eremony at a posh city 
hotel 

The btxik, (Killed by Ms Vijaya 
Hose, contains nearly 3,(X)0 
records updated till March 1991 
Over 270 coloui’ pictures in the 
240-pag'e hard-c'over book gives 
the Indian version of the (luinness 
Book of Rei'ords an impressive 
look 

One-third of the latest bcxik is 
devoted to sports This section 
also includes such traditional 
games like kho khoand kabaddi 
Originally scheduled to be 
released in New Delhi before 
Diwali, the launching was 
postponed because of the 
anti-reservation stir there 
Calcutta IS the first major city 
where the book has been released 
Almost SIX months of hard 
labour has gone into this edition 
of the book, informed Ms Bose 
Most records have been verified 
with Guinness and that lends 
almost tixilprixif authenticity to 
the book's contents 
A paper-back edition of the 
LiincaBookol Records 1991 is to 
hit the market soon 
Soumitra Bose 

RAJKOT 


SudhalOT Trophy 


T he g.iriu* of chess has a 
heartening following in 
Rajkot You come acro.ss many a 
gcxid player in schixils as well as 
CXDlleges There htis been a 
growing response to chess events 
taking place from tune to tune 
not only in the industrial i apital 
of Saurashtra but in t h(> whole ot 
Gandhi’s Gujarat tor that matter 
The scene at Vidya Mandir 
recently was one of intense mental 
exercise for a little over a wt»ek 




Mr. Subhas Chakraborty, 
Minister for Sports, (second 
from left), releasing the Limca 
Book of Records. The compiler 
Mrs. Vijaye Bose Is at centre 
while Parle Managing Director 
Ramesh Chauhan is at right 


On an array of tables and chairs, 
about seventy odd young men 
settled down to tiade wits on the 
board with the occasion being the 
Sudhakar Trophy cliess 
tournament 

The noticeable absence of 
Rakesh Jolly did take away some 
glamour but not the enthusiasm 
In hict. the competition genei ated 
an overwhelming inteiest from 
the first day itself And there were 
a few really fine perlorrnances, 

tlX3 

It was all cakes and ale for 
Pankaj Jam as he wrested the title 
after overcoming initial 
sluggishness 

In the non-medallist category, 
Rajendrasinh Jadeja’s display was 
magnificent The fellow had eight 
victories in as many encounters 
Jadeja did not commit a single 
blunder throughout his conquest 
march 

The smcxith conduct of the 
tournament was largely due to 
tireless work of the organisers. 
They had to put off the idea of 
holclmg the championship for the 


fairer sex also because the 
respon.se was far fi'oni 
encouraging And that was a big 
surprise 

Haresh Pandya 


NAGPUR 


state Basketball 


B ombay regained supi'emacy 
111 the five-day Mahaiashti-a 
State Basketball Championship, 
which was organised by two local 
I lubs here— Nutaii Bharat Yuwak 
Sangh and Swastik Krida Maudal 
Whi’e Bombay South West men 
retained the title, Bombay 
South-East ended Pune’s 
monopoly m the women’s section 
The women’s final between 
Bombay South East and holders 
Pune was a thrilling affair which 
ultimately ended 88-71 in favour 
of Bombay-South East Till 13 
minutes to the close, fortunes 
fluctuated as both teams scoi ed 
baskets alternatively At half time 
the score card read 37-37 

In the second session, Bombay 
South-East who gradually 
increased the tempo widened ^ 
the margin and three minutes 
from the final whistle, established 
a clear lead and walked away with 
the crown 
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Pratibha Kumar, Celiii Thomas, 
Radha, Elizabeth Joseph and 
Sonal Athale performed 
outstandingly, while Vaishali 
Pandit, Sharmishta Ranade and 
Kajal Shanbagh shone for Pune 
Earlier, in the semi-final, 
Bombay South East drubbed their 
Central string by 59-19 points 
Bombay South-West men 
prevailed over hosts Nagpur 
55-38 to end the local challenge in 
the men’s semi-finals The final 
between Bombay South-West and 
Bombay Central failed to produce 
any excitement and the former 
won by 82-48 points Mohd 
Saleem and Fazal Khan were the 
mam scorers foi' the winners 
while Sudhir Mane and Manoj 
Tripathi succeeded in reducing 
the margin 

Joseph Rao 


MANGALORE 


Inter-Circle Football 


H OIiDPjRS Madras Circle 
retained the title beating 
Bombay Circle 2 0 in the final of 
the State Bank of India’s 
inter-circ'le football tournament 
held at Mangalore recently 
j|. In an even contest rightwinger 
Ashokan scoi-ed the first goal in 
the fir st half and left-winger 
Ricky Brown increased the 
margin in the second session for 
Madras 

Flarlicr in the semi-finals, a 
compietent Hyderabad team lost to 
Bombay 2-4 via the tie-breaker, 
while Madras beat Ahmedabad 
scoring twice 

Bangalore, Bombay, Madras, 
Hyderabad, New Delhi, 
Ahmedabad, Lucknow. Bhopal, 
Bhubaneswar, Chandigarh, Patna 
and Gauhati circles participated 
in the national-level tournament 
The Calcutta Circle was 
conspicuous by its absence 
The tournament was organised 
on a league-cum-knockout basis, 
with pool matches to decide the 
quarter-finalists 
MrSK Amin, president of 
Dakshina Kannada Football 
Association gave away the prizes 
at the closing function 
Michael R. Patrao 



Oil India with theBordoloi Trophy 


GUWAHATI 


Bordolol Trophy 


O IL India Limited (OIL), Duliajan 
registered their maiden victory 
m the final of the Bordoloi Trophy 
when they beat Shillong XI (3-0) 

Going by the performance of the 
two teams, the Shillong outfit had 
an edge over their rivals In the 
semi-finals, they defeated 
Mizoram XI (2-0), while Oil India 
had to fight hard to beat Assam 
Rifles They won 4-3 in the 
tie-breaker 

The final, however, was a 
different story altogether OIL 
dominated the proceedings from 
the word go and they scored three 
goals through Lucas Rava, while 
striker Sunil Boro scored the next 
two goals 

This year’s tourney was a 
disappointing one as most of the 
top teams did not take part and 
the standard of soccer that was 
displayed was mediocre 

Shankar Majumdar 


KOCHI 


CUSAT Chess 


M b muraleedharan of 

Nesamony Transport 
Corporation, Tamil Nadu won the 
third CUSAT Chess title with an 
unbeaten record 
The tournament, with the prize 
money of Rs 3775. was jointly 
organised by Cochin University 
Chess Club and Cochin University 
Union In all 80 players from 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka participated 

Muraleedharan reached the top 
with 7 5 pts from six wins and 
three draws, took the trophy and 
cash prize of Rs 1000 in the nine 
round Swiss league compietition 
held at Cochin Umversity, Kochi 
On the top board Muraleedharan 
was prevented from an outright 
victory in the last game in which 
he was forced to a draw against 
A N K Jose Second and third 
places however were won by N A 
Abdul Majeed (7 pt) and A N K 
Jose (7 pt) 

Prof Antony Issac, Principal, 

St Paul’s College. Kochi gave 
away the cash prize and trophies 

P. Vanu Govlnda Kumar 
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F IUNNY how 
‘healthy 
eating falls 
within the 
put view of 
this column 
But healthy drinking‘s 
Now that would be a 
little too off the track 
But come on all of us 
are not despeiate fitness 
maniacs who think a 
beer will i um oui 
figure or physique So 
here s to your health A 
few tips on healthy 
dunks Here are some of 
the best tips we know for 
healthy drinking 
Consider them 
something along the 
lines of a package insei t 
for using what s 
feimented or distilled 

I.HAVEASLOWHMID. 

Many men end up drunk 
loi the simple reason 
th.it they didn t give 
then fii St drink enough 
time to kick in before 
oi dei ing up a second or 
third It takes 20 to 30 
minutes for alcohol to do 
its thing so wait at least 
that long befoi e having 
another 

2.il0TAIEY0URIMTS0F 
WINE AND ROSES. You 

really shouldn t drink 
seven days a week, even 
if you only have a beer or 
two a day Daily 
drinkers can 
unknowingly build up a 


tolerance to alcohol and 
may gradually inciease 
intake to lealue the 
feelings they used to 
expei lence on smaller 
doses 

3. AFTER THE BUZZ, CUr.The 

amount you can drink in 
an hour without getting 
smashed vai les 
according to body 
weight mood what 
you ve eaten and other 
factors To make it 
simple liimting 
yourself to one drink an 
hour the late at which 
most people metabolize 
alcohol will help 
pi event you from 
becoming intoxicated 
As researchers note a 
di ink 18 the equivalent 
of half an ounce of pure 
alcohol, the amount 
contained in one 
12 ounce can of beer, a 
1 ounce shot of 80 proof 
liquor or a 4 ounce glass 
of most wines 

4. BAD STUFF REAUr DOES 
HAPPEN IN THREES. Many 
alcoholism experts, 
define moderate 
drmking as two or, 
fewer drinks daily 
Some research shows 
that at three drinks a 
day the risk of 
alcohol related 
pioblems— in particular, 
higher blood pressure 
and higher mortahty 
rates—starts to rise 


5. AV0I0TNE‘6RAPE 
ESCAPE’. Alcohol IS not 
an antidepressant If 
you‘ve got the blues 
booze will provoke only 
momentary rehef that 
keeps you from tackling 
your problems, says 
Ethan Gorenstein 

Ph D assistant 
professor of clinical 
psychology at Columbia 
University Using 
alcohol as a cure is the 
first step towai d 
making dunking a 
disease 

6. DON’T DRINK TO 
DE-STRESS. Rather than 
relieving stress 
drinking can actually 
increase anxiety If 
you re going through a 
particularly tough time 
you should be having 
two drinks less per 
week Researchers 
recommend drinking 
little or no alcohol on a 
day when you know 
you re going to face a 
stressful situation 

7. READ TOMORROW S 
WEATHER FORECAST. The 
hotter it gets and more 
active you are under the 
sun the more trouble 
alcohol can cause Booze 
fast forwards 
dehydration We stress 
to players that the night 
before a day game they 
should limit alcoh^l 
consumpiton 

8. DON‘T6UZZLEBEERTO 
QUENCH A THIRST. You ve 
just worked out or 
finished a game Youve 
got a powerful thirst 
and those beers are 
glistening in the sun 
Wait Do one thing at a 
time Drink water to 
replace your sweat loss 
first Beer IS a lousy 
thirst-quencher in part 
because it inhibits the 
release of a hormone 
responsible for water 
retention The result 
frequent urination, 
leadmg to fluid loss 
rather than fluid 


replacement Not to 
mention the fact that 
you may inadvertently 
end up loaded and 
bloat^ on a few 
hundred unnecessary 
calories 

9. DRINK FROM A BUSS. 

Pour your beer mto a 
glass or mug to let some 
of the carbonation 
disperse You won t get 
that bloated feeling as 
quickly as you will if 
you drink from the 
bottle 

10. D0N0TCHALLEN6EA 
SUMO WRESTLER TO A 
0RINKIN8 CONTEST. With ^ 
few exceptions there s 
no way a 150 pound 
drinkfei can go 

one on one with a 
250 pound one and 
wake up the winner So 
scale down your di inks 
A 150 pound man can 
only handle about half I 
as much alcohol as a 
250 pounder can 

11. HAVEAC00L0NE,N0TA 
COLO ONE. The British 
and Europeans thrash us 
for drinking beer cold 
There may be more than 




your 

health 


snobbery involved The 
closer to room 
temperature beer is, the 
better you can smell the 
malt, hops and yeast as 
you hoist it Buy a good 
brand of beer and enjoy 
it on the 

room-temperature side ^ 
of cold About 45 to SO 
degrees is ideal for most 
brands % 
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How can a club 
which has 
players like 
Hugo Sanchez, 
Emilio 
Butragueno, 
Michel and 
Hagi falter 


IMEwasJuBt an year back, wtwn 
q>poaing teams dnw up special 
game plans and enemy defensive 
backs cringed in their cleats, 
whenever the red-liveried players 
of Real Madrid descended on the 
turf. But now, the club, which 
'was numerounoin Spanish 
soccer, has gone into a dizzy tailspin balfmty 
through the current season. Lyiiig third in the 
league championship, the club is in the process of 
total degeneration. It seems that the ma^c has 
gone out of Real Madrid, as internal strifes and 
constant bickerings have put on line the legend 
and the honour. 

In a country where the game takes 
predominance over everything. Real Madrid has 
been like a holy shrine. But with the downward 
slide already in swing, things are looking 
gloomier with every passing match. 

Many feel that the situation may not be as bleak 
asit appears to be. Real Madrid recently routed 
Austrian club Swaroski Tirol 9-1 in the second 
roimd, the first leg of the Champions Cup, 
raising hopes of a revival. But ij^ders say that it 
does not seem likely to stem for the present at 
least. With eight of the total 39 matches of the 
league gone, the club’s future prospects look 
grim. The fact that they managed goalless draws 
against lowly ranked Logrones and Oviedo show 
the lack of penetration power afflicting Real this 
season. 

Gone are the days when the club could win 
everything they wished, whenever they decided 
to do so. At one stage they had dominated the 
domestic soccer to such an extent that they won 
five consecutive championships, 1986 onwards. 
In fact the current crisis comes izomediately after 
a glorious 1990 season when they won their fifth 
consecutive league title a nine point margin, 
leaving the rrat of the field eating dust. But this 
year their performance has been far fri>m 
spectamilar. In their last four outings, they have 
registered only one win, that too over Cadiz (2-1) 
and have scored just three goals. 

How can a club which has players like Hugo 
Sanchez, Emilio Butragueno, Michel and Hagi 
falter in their relentless march to the top? Almost 
everyone is blaming ex-Liverpool star and Real 
Madrid manager John Toshack who admits, "In 
the last two games we have touched the rock 
bottom. In my 16 months at the club, this is the 
worst moment I have experienced.” A majority of 
the fans say that aggressive Dutchman and 
ex-manager Leo Beenhakker’s mdt has depleted 
the dub of its fire power. But then Beenhakker, 
too was constantly under fire for leaving 
defensive weeknesses, in a team totally 
committeed to attack. However, he got the 
results, a luxury John Toshack cannot boast 
about. 

Toshack is most likely to be replaced by Vljadin 
Boekav, the Yugoslsv coach of Sunpodoria but 










Butragueno, Michel, Manolo Sanchex and Vasquez (who has since left) 


that will be possible only at the start of the next 
season Meanwhile Vincente del Bosque, 
presently in charge of the club’s reserve side is 
likely to takeover the mantle of caretaker 
manager 

Toshack a problems started the day he jomed 
the club where a complete lack of diessmg room 
disciphne prevailed His appomtment was seen as 
a bad omen for the club when ace nudfielder Rafel 
Martin Vazquez switched sides to Tonno for $6 5 
million A product of Real’s highly successful 
youth scheme. 25 year-old Vazquez was the 
backbone of Madrid’s imd-field Last year, apart 
from defending the Madrid Zone, he scored 14 
scmtillating league goals His is a loss the club is 
still smarting from and everyone is blaming 
Toshack for it 

Trouble began when Toshack rearranged the 
club tactics from aggression to a renewed stress 
on defence The result has been three draws this 
season This is m sharp contrast to last season 
when the team lost only two games out of 38, 
breaking Barcelona’s record of 96 league go^ by 
clocking a phenomenal 107-goal tally 

In fact before Toshack jomed the club, Madrid 
had a very Spauush playing style specialismg m 
the short, one-toucb technique Toshack on the 
other hand tried to incorporate both British and 
European ideologies, resulting m disaster Rafel 
Cordillo says. “John’s strategies were so new that 
we are havmg tough tune adaptmg them Last 
year we were scormg goals This year it seems 
that we are only defending ours” 

Founded m 1902, Real Madrid’s dominance of 


the domestic league shows m their 25 
championships when compared to 10 of arch 
rivals, Baix»lona In 1920, Real Madrid was 
popularly known as Royal Madrid It was m the 
late Fifties that the club gamed the worldwide 
favourite status when they won the European 
Cup on five successive occasions But then came a 
drought which seemed endless till 1955 when 
they won the UEFA cup and then retamed it the 
next year' 

The relentless march of Real Madrid was due to 
the quartet of Butragueno, Michel, Manolo 
Sanchez and Martm Vazquez, affectionately 
known as Qumta de Bmtre or Butragueno’s 
quartet They formed not only the basis of the 
Madnd team but also the national side 

Techmcally speaking. Beal Madnd was the 
only club which rehed totally on its forward hne 
and mid-lield and yet emerged a victor The 
philosophy of attack came m handy for the club 
m many tense situation Despite the lack of a 
single ball winner m the midfield, the club had 
the most technically-sound midfield m Michel 
The best attacking midfielder m Europe, Michel 
scored 14 goals m last year’s championships 

The quartet’s firepower and aggressive streak 
of former Dutch coach Leo Beenhakker were two 
factors responsible for the total dominance of 
Real Madnd on Spanish soccer But despite his 
aggressive approach, Beenhakker was 
constantly under fire for leavmg defensive 
weaknesses, in a team totally and wonderfully 
committed to attack Beenhakker’s contract 
expired m July and he was replaced by Briton 





The relentless march of 
Real Madrid before all this 
was due to the quartet of 
Butragueno, Michel, 
Manolo Sanchez and 
Martin Vasquez, known as 
Quinta de Buitre or 
Butragueno’s quartet 


John Toshack. 

With the appointment of Toshack, Real 
Madrid’s first British mana^r in 40 years, the 
club was expected to be injected with a new sense 
of dressing room discipline. Game watchers said 
it would mark the coming of age of the new 
young breed which would see Real Madrid once 
again rewrite the history books. 

But that was not to be as midstream, Toshack 
changed the very tactics of the club without 
realising the psychological disadvantage he was 
putting the players to. The jerky roller coaster 
ride to failure had begun and Real Madrid 
quickly slipped to the third spot in the league 
table. 

Alarmed at the downslide, club bosses have 
finally braced themselves up to firefighting 
readiness. The first step has been the dismissal of 
John Toshack. The second is the reintroduction 


of the traditional attacking technique. And the 
third is a crackdown on the unruly dressing 
room squables. 

However, the team bosses still squarely put the 
blame on the shoulders of John Toshack who they 
say was building up a team for European 
competitions. Initially his game plan paid off 
when Real romped home with the honours of the 
first two Champions Cup fixtures. But then the 
troubles surfaced. After losing to Milan last year 
in the European Cup eliminations, the manager 
demoralisingly voiced his doubts about his 
players' abilities invoking their instant wrath. 
What hurt them most was his comment that Real 
may be short on talent but not short of foul 
tempered players who tend to crumble when 
things were not going in their favour. There was 
a virtual mutiny and the players would settle for 
nothing less than his head. 

Now with Toshack going, the club will revert 
back to rel}dng heavily on its front line and 
midfield, laimching an all out offensive. This 
philosophy of attack has come in handy for the 
club in many tense situations. Now that they 
have Hagi suid Michel m the midfeUd, their strike 
capacity is much more than what it wets a couple 
of years back. 

It will be hardly surprising to see Reals reds 
r unning amok on the turf once set free. And that 
will be the time when Madrid will once again live 
up to its sobriquet of being the soccer capital of 
the world. 

C dw fci B sifi s 

—Nawmian FMturat 
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Beware Of 
Crash Diets! 



■m 







T rying to lose 
weig^ht, are you*^ 
And you've got 
such a full day that 
there’s just no time for 
exercising, right‘d So it’s 
crash dieting that you're 
resorting to Are we cor¬ 
rect‘d 

Well, we’ve got good 
news and bad news for 
you The good news is 
that you aren’t alone 
There are thousands Uke 
you who are desperately 
trymg to knock off the 
flab by just keeping 
their mouths shut And 
the bad news is that 
you’re all doing the 
wrong thing' 

Look at what a leading 
medical expert has to 
say “A major problem 
with the way people 
choose to diet is that too 
many individuals think 
of dieting as a matter of 
all-or-nothing But 
when it comes to losing 
the maximum amount of 
bodyfat in the minimum 
time in the safest man¬ 
ner possible, this is not 
the proper way to go 
about it’’ says the presi¬ 
dent of the American 
Society of Bariatric 
Physicians 

And he’s absolutely 
spot-on To lose un¬ 
wanted fat, you’ve gotta 
do more than just ce¬ 
ment your chompers 
together You’ve got to 
restrict caloric intake 
(yeah, diet but not 
starve) or increase calor¬ 
ic expenditure by doing 
exercise If you can com¬ 
bine both, even better 
But just shutting off 
the food supply to the 


body is counterproduc¬ 
tive. Not only don’t you 
lose as much weight as 
you expect to, the effect 
on the metabolic proces¬ 
ses of the body can be 
potentially devastating 
Add to this, the common 
pitfall all dieters fall 
prey to-of eating the 
wrong type when they 
do eat a little 

If you’re dieting to 
lose fat and maintain 
muscle, you’ve got to 
mamtain a basic level of 
protein intake Other¬ 
wise the lack of protein 
18 going to tell on your 
lean muscle mass You’ll 
end up losing large 
amounts of fluid and 
muscle, and only a small 
amount of fat' So even if 
you end up looking slim¬ 
mer, the fat’s still there 
on your body 

And once you’ve gone 
off the diet, it’s pretty 
tough to put the muscle 
back on Whereas the 
body will automatically 
gain some weight once 
you revert to your old 
eating habits So you 
end up ladling on more 
fat onto your body This 
IS what the fitness world 
refers to as the yo-yo 
syndrome Diet, lose 
muscle, eat, add fat, 
diet, lose muscle you 
get the drift*^ 

There is also the natu¬ 
ral body metabolism that 
you have to combat The 
human body is program¬ 
med to react to leas food 
by slowing down in a bid 
to conserve whatever lit¬ 
tle energy it’s produc¬ 
ing As John Lawder 
says on his book The I 





N Diet “In oases of se¬ 
vere caloric and nutrient 
deprivation, the pituit¬ 
ary, adrenal, thyroid 
axis shuts down and you 
go into a starvation 
mode with a very de¬ 
pressed metabolism Ev¬ 
erything slows down, so 
that you go into a re¬ 
latively metabolic 
hypothyroid state If 
this continues long 
enough, the hair can be- 
gm to fall out, the skin 
becomes dry. and the in¬ 
dividual begins to show 
signs of becoming 
lethargic and fatigued 
There is evidence of 
muscle wasting as the 
body begins to obtain 
more and more of its 
energy from its own 
lean body mass and in¬ 
creasing of the deficien¬ 
cies that result from in¬ 
adequate intake of vita¬ 
mins and minerals The 
kidneys are affected as 
well, since they depiend 
on an appropriate level 
of nutrients The adren¬ 
al glands are vulnerable, 
as are all the other 
glands Often the thing 
that kills people who are 
starving is adrenal fai¬ 
lure" 

Now, while you try 
and unscramble all that 
medical jargon, let us 
try and simplify mat¬ 
ters It’s very simple 
actually shut off the 
nutrition and the body 
also pulls down the 
shutters It’s an automa¬ 
tic reflex The secret 
therefore is to eat 
enough to keep the 
body’s gears meshing 
and burn off more' 



A s Australia 
at large 
basked in 
tempera- 
turee of at 
least 85 de¬ 
grees, a wind from the 
Antarctic ensured that 
Perth alone shivered in 
the low 60s as England 
began the serioiis busi¬ 
ness of their to\ir. 

Serious though it may 
have been, the tempera¬ 
ture meant that we got a 
good glimpse of the full 
farce that is Australia's 



for the team. The object 
of pyjamas is that the 
white ball shows up 
against them, but it 
being cold the England 
team emerged in their 
regular white sweaters. 
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day-night^cricket in the 
pyjama-coloured gear 
the players must wear. 

AiqMuvntiy because of 
sponsorship negotia¬ 
tions, the proper spMf t 
ters have not yet am^» 


overcoats or, in extreme 
cases, huddled tc^ther 
in blankets. 

Just a few hundred 
people—not enough to 
cover the electricity bill 
for the six huge flood- 
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It was reported that 
6,000/people were pre¬ 
sent ^ this stags and 
aboui 4,000 of them 
m^ have been in the 
.'lenL 'PbMirtvho sat out- 
-{^dk eo^ be spotted In 


t^hts whidlr^ 9 l«re later 
to be usect-vvne at the 
WACA wban 

at l,4S p.ih/ ShiglijnC. 
piit in .by the.hoEiM sttfs,' 
at least wonld not have 
to hat undcff the liglhtB . 


and when thay were re^ 
duoed to 67 for four it 
semned the Invitation XX 
would not need to either. 

Gooch defied the head¬ 
line writers of both 
hemispheres by not get¬ 
ting out to Alderman, 
his destroyer .in the 
1989 Ashes series. That 
was left to Larkins, who, 
in familiar fashion, went 
cheaply. It is pointless to 
dig up the he-should- 
n ever-have-come- 
anyway arguments, but 
a selection policy that 
did not give those more 
Ukely to play in the first- 
Test—like Atherton and 
I Gower—an early sight 
of Alderman was (Ques¬ 
tionable. 

It was difficult to see 
why batting made to 
l(x>k difficult—by both 
sides—for although the 
wicket had a greenish 
tinge the ball was bounc¬ 
ing regularly and n(}t 
seaming around. Still, it 
was left to Russell and 
Lamb, with help from 
Lewis, to bring some re¬ 
spectability to the Engr- 
land score. 

By mid-innings the 
gitmnd was filling up a 
little and life cams into 
the proceedings. Tbme 
was excitement when 
Hsmmlngs was given 
not out after an appeal 
for a run-out. All the 
stands had television 
monitors where speofafy*;' 
tors could watoh acti^ 
replays. As tiie replsy 
tOiowed Remndhgs wgMt^ 
in feot vfeUput .1 the jssrs:' 
ecftioed around mu<^ sSh 
they must have dons at 
the Gqhseum two 
hia''s^i 

yUtrn.dilnmmHhr tb^' 
whs how. wflih no 
^dot for thS'^ ritlss : 
p^te sooletjj^^. this fllss; 
O'clock^ totej^vgl. wal^ 
.torffited-~4he/ .hb^ 
ntngs began, 
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N A TOUGH-TALKING 


INTERVIEW, 


INDIA'S MOST 


ERUDITE CRICKETER 


SHOOTS STRAIGHT 




ON SELECTION, HIS 


RECALL, AND 


HIS FRUSTRATIONS 
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wnat am the ^fcypak Man say 
to the rfirl [row Singapore? 

“Don’t kill me with your 
charm! I have a job to do... ” 



WU deliwr. Wherever on earth. J9mwrlhe worldwide couriers. 
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When I got 10,noi in Test 

cricket, about 20 to 30 
felicitation functions were 
organised tor mo, whereas when Sr 
Kapil Dev bagged 300 Test 
wickets, tew functions were 
organised. He did not get his 
due." 

(.'jAVASKAH, on K.ipil tA'v 
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"I am imM tw* how they did 
K'Whathar they uaad thair fingtr 
naila or aand p^wr I would tMM 
have baan aurpriaad If they uaad 
knivaa. They really mutilated 
one aide of the ball and thia 
made die bail awing about quite 
alarmingly.” 

IAN TAYLOR, the New Zealand 
manager, after the Pakistan tour. 

"I lost control on the third or 
fourth stroke in a rally. I tasted 
other rackets. But I feel at ease 
with my old orw. Many claim that 
It’s Impossible to play tennis 
with wooden racquets nowadays. 
I know it's possible." 

BORG, on the comeback trail, 
defends the use of wooden 
racquets. 

“I am still at the crease, though 
the bowling has been pretty 
hostile of late. I can assure you 
there will be no ducking of 
bouncers, no stonewalling, no 
playing for time. The bowling’s 
going to be hit at round the 
ground.” 

MARGARET THATCHER, in her 
inmitable style warns her 
opponents 

“Of course Kasparov became 
great because he beat me. It Is 
clear we are the two best 
players, the best of our time. 
Kasparov must adapt and 
develop his play for me, and I 
must do the same.” 

KARPOV on his greatest 
contemporary Kasparov 
"The ‘disguise’ was pure 
freedom. I Just want to have 
some normal experiences. I am 
addicted to life. I have told 
myself that I want to use the 
disguises as much as I can.” 
BECKER, after he hoodwinked 
fans and autograph hunters in 
Monte Carlo, wearing a black wig 
and dark glasses. 


"Now it s between Steffi and 
Monica (Seles). It will be 
interesting, but I wish I was 
there creating havoc." 

MAHTiNA NAVHATILOVA af'er 
:,n'; ou! (;! 'fie '1,3 rr'iiilio'i 

doi'iir Vi,■'pm.a Siii'l;-, 


CONTENTS 




6 m Arun Lai is very much his 
s own man Toufph, 
dedicated, disciplined Recalled 
for the Test against Sri Lanka, the 
opening batsman spoke to 
Sportsworld on the eve of the 
Chandigarh Test About his recall, 
his frustrations and his 
fluctuating career In this frank 
interview Lai proves why he is 
considered the most erudite 
Indian cricketer around 

1 C B The MRF World Cup Boxing 
I U ■ in Bombay belonged almost 
exclusively to the magnificent 
Cubans With tliree golds and one 
silver, the Cubans proved once 
again that in amateur boxing they 
are untouchable The question is 
what makes them so good*^ Also 
the Indian challenge, Marvin 
Frazier, and a review of the 
tournament 












♦ - 



3S Photograph of the week 
M The Brian Glanviile column 
42 Balloon Mela 
44 Different Strokes 
48 Fitness 

S8 National Aquatic Championship 
82 Freewheeling 


Cover Photograph by Utpal Sorkar 


Poster Photograph by Action Plus 


All illustrations by Debashish Deb 


Editor Mansur Ali Khan Pataudf 

Aatitlant Editor Andy O'Brien - ^ 

Chief Sub-Editor Pradeep Paul 

Principal Correapondont Mudar Patherya 

Editorial Staff: Subhash Sarcer. Suprakash 
Ghoshal, Rohil David Brijnath, Avik Lee, 
Shevlin Sebastian, Robin Chaiterjee 
Madras CorrMpondont: Partab Ramchand 
SanlotPhotographar: Nikhil Bhattacharya 
Art OIraetor: Amiya Bhattacharya 
Staff Doeignere: Samir Biswas. All Akbar 
Mirza,end Bhaskar Das 
Ecfliorlal Asalatanta: Frank Qomes, Sujit 
Ghosh . 

and pnnlad lor Anandi Borat Palrlka Ltd, horn 6 S 
S PrafuW Sarhar Sttoal. CalcuHa 700 DO I 

by Bi|>t Kumsf Basu ^ 

Air fUfCbifOi Snnboar, eJt-Oethi and Tripura 20 patao * 
NortHf ntorn SlateB^25 paiae 














Known for being very 
erudite, India’s 
opening batsman 
ARUNLAL talked to 
ANDY O’BRIEN on the 
eve of the Chandigarh 
Test against the Sn 
Lankans. The recalled 
batsman shoots 
straight from the lip in 
anexciusivetaik 



ARUN LAL 


SPORTSWORLD in spite of 
the huge amount of runs 
you scored over the last 
domestic season, your 
recall to the Indian team 
has come as a surprise to a 
lot of people Especially, 
considering the glut of 
batsmen in the country. 

How much of a surprise was 
It to you personally^ 
ARUNLAL Let8say 
that I was a little 
disappointed at not 
making' it to the Enghsh 
tour and after that I was 
a little dejected I wasn’t 
expecting it When I was 
playing in the Irani 
Trophy in Bangalore 
early this month, it 





NE MORE TIME 


never once occurred to 
me, even after getting a 
hundred that I was in 
contention or that this 
would help It never 
really entered my mind 
In that sense it was some 
sort of a erreat 
comeback, even to my 
mmd 

But why didn't it enter your 
mind? 

Because if after last 
year’s performance I 
didn't get a place, I 
thought that it would be 
almost impossible m 
fact one of my friends 
asked me, ‘Are you 
gomg to come back’’ I 


IT’S been a real 
rough ride. I mean 
you talk to some of 
the ottier cricketers 
and some of them In 
their weak moments 
might say that Tm 
beginning to hate 
the game. It’s that 
bad. 


said‘I don’t know how 
to, anymore’ If it’s just 
performances—that’s 
what I thought it 
was—well then it’s not 
enough So, I honestly 
felt that, I don’t know 
how to anymore 

So you’re saying that you 
had given up trying to get 
back into the indian team? 
Absolutely Absolutely 
This year I was playing 
just for Bengal cricket 

How much did it upset you, 
to think that you’ve done 
almost every^ing there is to 
do but yet it wasn’t 
happening? 


happened this time. There’s 
been only one first class 
game and here you are in 
the Indian team? 

(Pause) Not a No idea 

Clearly it was just the 
weight of another 
performance, and 
another and at the end 
there was nothing more 
to do 

But in your case it’s always 
been another performance, 
but It hasn’t really got you 
anywhere. Why the 
difference this time round? 


Well, then this was it 

Is the this’ Irani trophy 
centuiy? 

Well could be, because 
again I was performing 
in firont of all the five 
selectors 

...And new selectors? 

Yes And new selectors 
That could be one 


What would you say are the 
reasons for your fluctuating 
career. ‘In' and then 'out'. 




Oh, yes, I was dejected 
I’m normally not the 
type who gets dejected at 
anythmg And I was, for 
about three-four days, 
thinking about it, 
whether its you 
know but after that I 
never bothered In fact, I 
almost came to a point 
where I was thinkmg 
whether it was worth 
playing the game 
anymore Because the 
ultimate motivation, is 
after all, play mg for the 
coimtry But then agam 
some friends, some 
thoughts, pushed me 
agam to playing just for 
the sake of Bengal 
cricket Because I have a 
lot to offer Bengal 
cricket And that is very 
dear to me 

So It’s not new to you that 
you’ve scored runs in 
domestic cricket and yet 
not been chosen. So what 












his career And if you 
don’t get your chances 
at the right time, or 
when you are feeling up 
to it or when you are 
really confident 
then that s the only 
element of luck that I 
believe in, in cricket It’s 
not that the ball kept low 
or things like that The 
thing 18 that you've got 
to get your chances at 
the right time And 
unfortunately it didn’t 
happen with me 
In 1979,1 was the 
12th man for six Tests 
and then dropped for 
four years I don t know 
what I can attribute that 
to I cannot understand 
how a player can be 12 th 
man for an entire series 
and then not be 
considered for four 
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More ‘out’ than ‘in’^ 

I have been playing Test 
cricket since 1979 and 
now again pla 3 nng in 
1990 In these eleven 
years I’ve played 16 
Tests, which works out 
to a Test and a half, 
every year I wouldn’t 
wish that on anybody 


Because over the eleven 
years, I have been 
consistently on trial 
Throughout the eleven 
years I have had all 
kinds of tensions and 
pressures Other than 
Mohinder Amamath I 
don’t know of anybody 
else who has had this 


kind of a career And 
what would I attribute it 
to, well firstly, my 
fault for not cashing m 
really strongly That’s 
one Secondly, well, a 
httle bit of bad tuning 
Every cricketer cannot 
be expected to perform 
at his peak throughout 


THAT’S all, crap, 
yaar.(Thathe’sa 
domestic run getter 
but cannot do well 
in international 
cricket). Face it, we 
play international 
bowlers even in the 
domestic scene. 
Then, if that were 
the case then the 
bowlers should be 
lucky that I am born 
in India and not In 
England, t^ause if 
I was playing for 
England I would 
have been 
thrashing them in a 
Test match 








yeau^. So that had a 
great effect on me. And 
beyond that I could cite 
an example like the 
Pakistan Test in 
Calcutta. As far as I’m 
concerned, if I have 
scored a 120 odd runs in 
a Test match, I don’t get 
dropped. Especially 
when I’m making a 
comeback! 

But you were playing in 
place of someone 
else...Sunil Gavaskar? 

That’s immaterial. I 
select myself and now 
you select the rest ten, 
as far as I’m concerned. 
And not only that, just 
as I had got over the 
early jitters, had 
performed, found my 
feet, I just don’t get a 
chance. Not in the rest of 


A comeback is 
definitely higher 
pressure than a 
debut. And a 
second comeback 
even higher. The 
third even higher. 
Here I’m probably 
making my 12th. 


ANYBODY who is 
considered good 
enough to play for 
the country cannot 
be shelved after one 
Test...lfhecan 
convince me in one 
Test that he’s not 
good enough, then 
why select him In 
the first place. 



the series, not in the 
one-dayers. Nothing! 

Did you ever think that you 
were not capable? 

Never. It still doesn’t 
occur to me. 

What about the opinion that 
Arun Lai is great in 


domestic cricket but isn’t 
capable of making it at the 
international level? 

I’ll say it again. I blame 
myself number one. 
More than 50 per cent of 
the blame is mine. But 
then there’s also this 
weight of circxunstance 
which I have explained 


to you. And now let’s 

ooc... 

But what about you being a 
king in domestic cricket, 
but your flaws are not 
allowing you to succeed on 
the international scene? 
That’s all crap, yaar. 
Face it, we are playing 
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I almost came to a 
point where I was 
was thinking 
whether it was 
worth playing the 


Absoiutely. (I had 
given up trying to 
get into the indian 
team). This year I 


Bengal cricket 
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international bowlers 
even in the domestic 
scene. I just played the 
Irani trophy against an 
almost-India attack. Did 
I not? 


Yes. 

Then, if that is the case 
then the bowlers should 
be lucky that I’m bom in 
India smd not in 
England, because if I 
was playing for England 
I would have been 
thrashing them in a Test 
match. So, I am playing 
international bowlers, 
am I not? 

Maybe some of the flaws in 
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your batting can be taken 
advantage of by other 
international bowlers but 
not our bowlers? 

So what you are saying 
18 that our international 
bowlers are incapable of 
taking eh 

No I’m not saying it. Are 
you? 

Because I don't 
subscribe to that view 
that our bowlers are not 
international class 
that s why I m not 
saying it If that was the 
case and you believe that 
I’m only a domestic 
cricketei then what are 
our bowlers doing yaar 
for god's sake‘s And if I 
am so technically 
defieienc that any other 
bowler in the world can 
take advantage of it 
then what are these 
guys here doing*? 

You’ve said that for eleven 
years you’ve been on trial 
You go into the Test at 
Chandigarh on trial again 
Are you aware of that^ 
(Laughs) yah You see a 
comeback is definitely 
higher pressure than a 
debut And a second 
comeback is even 
higher the third even 
higher Here Ira 
probably making a 12 th 

And this IS just one Test. A 
one Test series. What do 
you think you should score 
if you need to be certain of 
being in for say the next 
Test? 

A hundred In fact that’s 
what I want, that’s what 
I’ve missed in my life 
That’s it 

If you had to be judged and 
if the selectors were to be 
fair, how much, how many 
Tests would you like. I 
mean two Tests or three 
Tests...? 

Yes, definitely Anybody 
who is considered good 
enough to play for the 





rounti y cannot be 
shelved after one Test If 
you have selected a 
person then you’ve 
obviously thought that 
he’s good enough And 
you’ve seen maybe ten or 
fifteen innings by 
now it wouldn t be 
right—and I m not 
putting any pressure on 
any selectors or 
selection committee or 
the Board in any 
fashion but if you ask 
me my opinion, yes I 
wouldn’t take a guy on 
for just one Test If I was 
to select a person, to put 
him on trial just for one 
Test, then I wouldn’t 
select him at all 

Because the kind of 
pressures it puts on him is 
unfair? 

Not only that If I was 
willing to select him 
only for one Test, I 
wouldn’t select him 
because I wouldn’t think 
he’s good enough 
Because, if he can 
convince me in that one 
Test that he’s not good 
enough, then why select 
him in the first place I 


wouldn t select him 

Do you have any idea of your 
batting average in your last 
few Test innings’? 

I would say twenty, 
twenty odd 

Less than twenty! Does that 
justify you being in the 
team in the place of another 
player who has performed 
better? 
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Now you know the 
reasons as to why I’ve 
given up: Arun Lai 
seems to tell Ayub 

Definitely Are you 
trying to say that 
tomorrow if Ben 
Johnson has three bad 
races he should never 
race again m his life*? Is 
that what you i e ti ying 
to say*? 


What I’m trying to say is 
that your scores haven’t 
been enough at the Test 
level, so isn’t it obvious for 
people to say that he’s good 
only in domestic cricket? 
Absolutely That’s why I 
say the blame 18 mine It 
doesn t mean that if a 
guy who hasn’t done 
well will never ever get 
back again So it 
(sighs) cricket is a 
strange game You 
always hope to click, but 
if you don’t, you don t It 
does not mean that if 
you haven’t performed 
you’re a bad player 

You’re making you r 12th 
comeback and you don’t 
have age on your side. So 






what of the future? 

i I have," said tins af^am, 
and aR'ain and a^’ain 
Ago should avtoi in niy 
mind be a erit.ena but 
notan obsi-ssmn If yijn 
have two players who 
are touch and go iii 
quality, then I he one 
who i.s younger gets in. 
hogets.'i little piMority 
The rriterui should Ik; 
perforiiiaiiei,', should lx,* 
fitness should he 
motivation, should be 
team spirit Hhould tx.' all 
those kindsol things 
which you look at, in a 
cricketer 


How emotional has this 
experience of being 
dropped, being frustrated 
been for you? 

It’s Ixicri a real rough 
ride I iiican, you talk to 
some of the other 
cnckelers and some of 
them in their weak 
moments might sa.y that 
Tm beginning to hate 
the game’ It’s that bad 
I’ve always said that 
tliert* IS more deiwtioM 
in cricket I ban elation 
And you pist have to 
stick hy it It leaches,you 
a lot and after some time 
when ,vou can weather 
the rough and tumble a 
bit then you get to enjoy 
it as a game With me it's 
a passion 

(At this point wo wore 
intcrnipted by a phone 
call from the BCCI 
President. Mr Madhav 
RnoScindia who called 
to wish Lai the best of 
luck) 

You were talking about the 
frustrations of a career like 
your’s. How do you keep 
re-motivating yourself 
through all this? 

This is the ultimate. 
Playing for India This 
is one thing that 1 have 
desperately wanted to 
succeed in, and I haven’t 



been able to, so I look at 
this as one more 
opportunity of putting 
my stamp on it. That 
should be enough .that 
is enough motivation. 
Because I don’t want to 
live with the fact that .1 
wouldn’t like to. .that 
whenever you are 
refei red to. all your 
acheivements are 
down-graded by the fact 
that...you know they 
say, ‘Oh, he wasn’t good 
enough’. This is one 
opportunity to erase 
that 

How would you like to be 
remembered then? 

As a dedicated, honest. 


hard trier 

Has the frustration ever made 
you cry? 

Never. Hum, well I 
almost came close to it 
once but that was early 
in my career. 

Does it come to a stage when 
you become immune? 

That’s it. Theek hai. 
nahin hai tonahin hai. 
I’m quite used to it. And 
honestly if I wasn’t in 
the team this time it 
would have been 
business as usual. 

When I first spoke to you 
after you knew of your 
selection you spoke about 


God. How much faith do you 
have in God when it comes to 
cricket? 

I have great belief in 
God. In fact, I consider 
myself one of the 
luckiest fellows around. 
Sometimes I literally feel 
that I’m God’s son. And 
nothing can go wrong. 

Well, God obviously isn’t too 
interested in his 'son' playing 
too much Test cricket? 

How do you explain so 
many runs otherwise. 
You know if you were to 
take my innings over 
the l£ist two - three years 
and you were to take me 
as an example and say 
‘look this is a guy and 







that’s how he made it’, I 
don’t think vei y many 
would really attempt it 
So 1 cannot be an 
example At least I hope 
my career is not an 
example to others, 
because it would be a 
non-starter Well it’s 
almost impossible 

You consider yourself lucky 
because of the number of 
runs you scored in domestic 
cricket, but then luck doesn’t 
get you anywhere, does it? 
Let me put it this way, 
Once before I had an 
interview with 
Sportsworld That was 
my first Test 
okay-things have come 



JUST WHEN ARUNLAL 
WAS SAVOURING HIS RECALL TO 
THE INDIAN TEAM FOR THE SRI 




DECIDED TO DROP HIM FROM THE 

playinSxitomakewayfor 

ANOTHER BOWLER. LAL WILL BE 
THE LAST GUY TO OBJECT TO HIS 
EXCLUSION IF HE BELIEVES IT WILL 
WIN INDIA THE TEST. BUT DEEP 
DOWN HE MUST BE THINKING, “OH 
GOD, WHY ME AGAIN?*' 


full circle. Si i Lanka 
again That’s v hen I was 
ar ked ‘now that all your 
ambitions are i ealised 
how do you feeiv My 
answer was “my 
ambition is a happv and 
a meaningful life, and 
cricket is a part ol that 
life and a way in which I 
hope to achieve it It’s 
not an end 111 itself All 

The people of Bengal 
have always stood by 
Arun Lai and have 
loved him 

my ambitions would not 
have been realised even 
if I reached the top of 
cricket ‘What was 
misunderstood and 
what appeared in print 
was that my ambitions 
was not to play for India 
That was a headline and 
definitely not what I had 
meant Maybe 1 had not 
got my point across 
correctly But cricket is 
a very major part of my 
life But it’s not all And 
I have a life outside of it 
and I would like to think 
that I can make a 
success of it outside 
also My ambitions is to 
have a happy, full, 
meaningful life 


Amidst all the reasons you 
have given about you not 
making it at the international 
level and not getting the right 
opportunities, you have left 
out one very important aspect 
of Arun Lai. The 
anti-establishment stance. 
Don't you think your views 
about so called ‘player 
power’ etc. jeopardised your 
career...not playing for India 
I would like to believe 
not But if it did then 
that’s very sad 
commentary on people 
who can sit in 
judgementovei people 
Now that the selection 
committee has changed, the 

YOU see, a cause is 
an end! A cause 
always has an 
end...! think that a 
players ' association 
has something In its 
continuance. There 
is no end to it... 




Board has new officials, 
maybe you could be more 
open about this. I mean it 
seemed more than just a 
coincidence that all the guys 
who troubled the 
establishment were punished 
in some way or the other in 
the long run. 

There’s no point in being 
open because, I have no 
proof about it no 
evidence to suggest 1 
told you I would like to 
believe not 1 would like 
to think that they 
actually felt that I didn’t 
deserve it Uh, but in 
case it s not, well then, 
it s very sad It shouldn’t 
be allowed to happen 

You have always been 
fighting for your place in the 
team and yet you somehow 
got roped in with the big fish 
in the banning issue. Where 
did Arun Lai fit into things in 
the company of say Kapil 
Dev, Azharuddin and the 
rest? How come, you got 
involved in that controversy? 
Don’t ask me But it’s a 
vindication of sorts that 
I’m back in the team so 
that’s why probably I 
was clubbed amongst 
them 

i don’t understand what i 









you’re trying to say? 

Well, what 1 felt was, 
like everybody else did 
that where do I fit in 
with the big boys'? Now 1 
say that’s where [ lit in' I 
fit in with them 

And that's why you're back in 
the team? 

Exactly 

So you're saying that the 
break you had from Tests 
recently was because of your 
involvement in the banning 
controversy? " 

You know, in effect, 1 m 
probably the only one 
who set ved the ban. vtmr. 
because the ban was 
supposed to be till the end 
of the Knglish tour 
(lauf?hs)-lsn’t that a 
coincidence (laughs 
heart ily)- 

The general opinion is 'why 
doesn't Arun Lai concentrate 
on his cricket rather than 
off-the-field politics.’ 

Oh, that reminds mo 
There was another 
reporter who told me 
that ‘you’re ofl-the-field 
activities are regi’ettable 
’(I aughs heartily> 

fVhat do you have to say 
ibout that? 

iVhat do 1 have to say 
ibout that Well if 1 was 
3 nly so lucky yaar God 
cnows, I don't know 
vhat you moan by off 
•he field activities’? I 
lave a little off the field, 
iamn it*? 

4o, this is a reference to your 
nvolvement in 
ilayer-politics etc? 

AThat IS politics'? 

Inything which has got an 
association' at the end of it! 

feah (laugh8>Well I 
lon’t think . 

lome on don’t be naive about 
t. 

'm not being naive 
ibout it at all. I don’t 
hink of it like that at 


all I said it before. I’ll 
say it again I’ll say it 
openly 

What? 

It’s the way you look at 
things You know you 
could look at this (picks 
up the cigarette packet 
r n the table>as a hall 
empty papket and I 
could look at it as a half 
full packet I don’t think 
of an association as 
politics 1 don’t think of 
an association 
as whatever trade 
union No 1 think that 
as cricketers we have a 
lot to contribute 

Yes, but why does it seem 
only Arun Lai is involved 
while the rest of the guys 
seem to have washed their 
hands off the fight 

Yaar. there’s somebody 
who has got to do it I’m 
the secretary Tomorrow 
if you or somebody else 




becomes the secretary 
then they have to bt' 
bothered 1 have a 
re.sponsibility to keep 
We have over 200 
members I have a 
responsibility towards 
them 

But you seem to be the only 
one bothered about the 
responsibility and in the 
bargain sticking your neck 
out for that. 

Well, then cheers to me 


Hfyecfuttm with him fMr. iihgmhUt 
Dalmlya)...wehtmhi<ltMi' 
inthepa$ttnilmtybethttht$fif^Moff.Bv^^^ 
from my $1(1$, theroli ibsoki^iu^pro^ 



SPWD: What Is your 
aquation with the 
Cricket Association of 
Bengal (CAB)? You are 
considered the 
backbone of Beng^ 
trkkat, yet you're not 
exactly in the best of 
books srith the 
administradon. A 
stange situation? 
LAL:Uatan,m 
answer that very 
squarely. My loyalty 
iatoxay state. To its 
paopleand tomy 
testa, and tpiaiokst. 
'nyatrs'wbmsaty 
kiyaltiesbsgtaaad 


cricket is that wears 
the cricketers and 
there is an 
administration that 
runs the game. The 
administration is 
there t^ see that the 
game flourish^, and 
the players flourish. 
Tomakesure that all 
the fSoUities are 
there, and that the 
impediments to 
cricket are narrowed 
down. Thai’s how I 
view it. Now if 
everybody is out to 
help me how oan I be 
soiuedofCbst? 

But hasn't hcomtttb .. 


You have a cause now which 
you are fighting for... 

No, no 

Well working on? 

No, no, I don t have a 
cause 

The AlC has... 

Still not It’s an idea It’s 
not a cause And I think 
it’s a very very honest, 
straight forward very 
logical idea which we 
are pursuing And I 
hkve always wanted 


sfaige where everybody is 
not out to help you? 

To me it's irrelevant. 
Today ityou are not 
out to help me, that's 
your problem. Fine, 
Tm not going to 
fashion my life on 
what you want me to 
be, or what he wants 
me to be or what 
everybody else wants 
me to be. Tm living 
my life the way I want 
to live it. 

Let's put h mote 
dhectly. What would you 
ssy if there wwreactMiiy 
people In the StMe 
cricket organisation who 
instead of hying to 
promote Arun Lai at the 
naUoiUd level are 
actually sabatsgfr^his 
ehmees? 

If that is tlM case, 
then tbatishigbly 
regrettable. 

But do you think that Is. 
theease? 

Idantknow. tbavn 
noevidsnob. 










to why I told you I was 
lucky IS I consider luck 
as being able to lead 
your life the way you 
^want to And not the 
way other people want 
you to lead it Now if 
you are in that en\ lous 
situation where you aie 
given the oppoi tunity to 
be able to lead your life 
the way you want to 
that s what I call luck 

Okay you have the ideas 


Since that’s the word you 
prefer But the ideas give you 
a cause righP Now if those 
Ideas are taken away 

(interrupts)-You see a 
cause you are saying is 
an end' A cause always 
has an end If I m 
following this as a c auae 
then lnde»pendence of 
India IS a cause It s got 
some SOI t of an end I 
th>nk that a player s 
association hai 
something in its 


continuance There is no 
end to It A cause ends 
with 

something achieved I 
think the association 
has got to be here to 
stay 

I think it s got to 
contribute and it s an 
integral part of the 
game It’s not a cause 

Let's put It this way. With the 
change in the Board-which 
has brought about a 
significant change in attitude 
towards the players-it’s more 
sympathetic. If they give in to 
some of your 

demands. (interrupts> 
Again ideas 

Oh sorry, your ideas. If they 
give into some of your 
demands, wouldn’t that sort 
of nullify some of your 
importance. If your ideas are 
accepted and given into then 
there are no more ideas to 
continue with? 

Not at all You know 
there was an article 
recently in your 
(magazine, that said 
something like 
‘Perestroika and the 
Board ’ And it kept 
referrmg throughtout, 
to the Players 
association being 
‘phased out It said 
people would like to see 
It phased out there’s no 
need for it anymore 
because of the 
benevolence of so and so 
and so and so I think 
that’s all wrong I’m not 


Arun Lai taking time out 
to play night 
cricket in Calcutta 

here to be phased out 
and I’m not here to be 
ushered in either Asa 
cricketer I’m here to stay 
and after me another 



I'Mprobabtythe 
only one who 
served the ban, 
year. Because the 
ban was Withe end 
of the English tour. 

Isn't that a 
coincidence? 


cricketer and after him 
another and so on And 
we would like to 
contribute to the game 

So you don’t see a new policy 
of ‘appeasement’ by the 
Board towards the players? 

No, not at all It should 
not be looked at like 
that I don’t thing 
anybody is looking at it 
like that, other than the 
press 

On the same topic, do you 
think part of the reason to 


yourre/attonship with 
the CAB has undergone 
change? 

See, the CAB is such a 
large organisation 

ifk, Mr. Jagmohan 
Dalmiya (who also 
happens hj be the new 
secretary of the BCCD 
Well, my equation 
with him as far 
as Gong pause) We 
have bad a lot of 
disagreements in the 
past and maybe that 
has put him off But 
ftnm my aide there is 
absolutely no 
problem. If tomorrow 
there IS some point 
that I would agree 
with I would say. 

Yea, tdrlagree, ‘and 
imnorrow again if 
tberaiaagain 
something J disagree 
with,IwiUaay7foBir 
Jdisagree.' 

^gSoltavmy Important for 
you tabs your pm man. 
Yotfranotgoltwtomaka 
uunpasakmf 

rft,..,.. v.^ -v..,- V .M. 


Is that it? 

Absolutely 

You go by your own 

terms. 

Not by my own terms 
By what I think is 
right 

You won’t go beyond 
performance to get into 
the team? 

Exactly 

Is that the reason why 
you’ve played 16 Tests 
in eleven years? 

I don’t know I 
consider myself very 
fortunate having 
played 16 Teats 
There are people on 
the other hand, who 
would be probeMy 
just as talented. Just 
as motivated, just as 
dedicated, the lot But 
they don’t make it. 

On the oOw hand there 
me people vdio are not 
as talented or dedicated 
butwhomalmit? 

That’s it Well, obeera 
tothem ' 


Andytmtan 



bring Arun Lai bacK into the 
Indian team i$ to 'appease' 
him so that he keeps his 
anti-estabiishment mouth 
shut? 

Areyoucrazy Itliink 
that'8 crazy Ttiaf.s 
hogwaah (jjauschlt 
never CK;currt'(i to me 
like that Tve^r)! tnfrivc 
it a theuj^ht (I ,;i uf^hs)- 


■yeu' the sole 
rcspotisibihty to 
contribute to cricket 
lake nobfxly has given 
rne the sole 
resj'xinsibility to 
contribute 

Let's put it this way. The 
previous Board did not 
appear to be too receptive to 



our A.9sociation in the 
minds of the public, in 
the minds of the Press 
and the Board 
But that has to change 
and it's changing We’re 
not an association 
demanding money, yaar 
for God's sake' 

Then what are you 


world , 

Do you see your recall as a 
call for a ceasefire between 
the anti-establishment Arun 
Lai and the Board? 

I think that’s 
mirepresenting facts I 
think that it's 
miscontrued .in the 
minds of the people 





One of the few 
moments of glory in 
Arun Lai’s career; 
holding aloft the 
Charmlnar Challenge 
Trophy with Ravi 
Shastrl 

But do you see lass 
confrontation than before? 

It’s not a confrontational 
situation at all. Like I 
say, nobody has given 


the way you guys were going 
about things? 

I’ve said it before that 
maybe it was.. .more 
than partly our fault, 
that in the way we did 
make some mistake to 
begin with. 

What mistakes? 

In the way, the fashion, 
in which we represented 


demanding? 

We are contributing 
with ideas. Unless you 
provide a big push to 
domestic 

cricket... provide some 
semblance of a career to 
the domestic cricketer 
we are not going to have 
talent. We are not going 
to be able to compete 
with the rest of the 


WELL, what I felt 
wfis, like everybody 
else did, that where 
do I fit in with the 
big boys? Now I say 
that’s where I fit ini I 
fit in with them! 


Who's to blame fer it, I 
don’t know' 

And it upsets you? 

Absolutely Absolutely. I 
cannot get across the 
fact to people that these ' 
kind of ideas or this 
kind of misconception 
will always happen if 
there are unilateral 
decisions taken and 
discussions not entered 
into You will always 
give a shape of 
confrontation if you 
refuse to talk to me. But 
if we talk we can 
convince each other All 
that I am saying is 'this 
is one idea sir, you tell 
me why it’s not feasible. 
And if you do—come on, 
after all we’re all human 
beings —we are all 
amenable to logic and to 
fact. 

You think you can come out 
as strongly about your ideas • 
and principles now that you 




« are in the Indian team? 

Sure, it’s got nothing to 
do with that And isn’t it 
a vindication that I’m 
back' The entire thing 
has been vindicated by 
the fact that I'm back 
Th( re is nothing to fear, 
yaar Cricketers don’t 
have to fear anything 

Not even the officials. 

No. not even them least 
of all the officials Lpast 
of dll the officials 

Oo you see yourself in the 
Indian team if there was no 
change of hierarchy in the 
Board? 

^ Why not*^ 

Yes, Ideally it should be ‘why 
not?’ But do you think that 
would have happened? 

It may have It may 
have 

You were performing at the 
domestic level. At the same 
time you had assumed the 
role which appeared 
anti-establishment, though 
you might not think so. So it 
was natural to think that this 
confrontation was keeping 
you out of the team? 

^ You see that makes very 
little sense because the 
selection committee is 
not judging my ideas, 
my thoughts or my 
inclinations or leanings 

But that's if the Selection 
Committee isn’t in a position 
where it is dictated to by the 
Board. 

It must never be 

Do you think it was? 

I er er (pause) 1 
wouldn’t like to believe 
so' 

Are you soft-pedalling your 
answer just because now 
you’re back in the Indian 
team? 

(laughs) You pull out an 
interview six months 
ago and I’ve said more or 
less the same thing I’ve 


always maintained that 
if it's like this, as you 
say, then it's very wrong 
and should not be 
allowed to happen 

But perhaps you would have 
answered some of my 
questions differently—more 
forcefully—had you not been 
in the Indian team now? You 



IHAVEabellef 
which I have 
acquired over my 35 
years of existence. 

That life Is to be 
lead like this. I have 
acquired it by the 
force of 

environment. That 
may not be your 
Idea, but if you are 
in a position of 
strength and I have 
to agree with you If I 
want a promotion In 
my Job, I wouldn’t... 


know blasted your mouth off 
more? 

By your logic I should 
then have blasted my 
mouth off six months 
ago, since I didn’t know 
1 was going to be back 
But where have I'^ Where 
have I even in the height 
of conf rontation said 
anything against the 
selectors, blasted my 
mouth off^ 

It’s not the selectors but the 
establishment....? 

You see there’s no point 
in criticising an 
institution if you cannot 
give it an alternative If I 


do not have an 
alternative in my mind 
then 1 think criticism is 
just for the heck of it 

How come there have been 
instances when people have 
thought that you and others 
actually thought you had an 
alternative? 

Are you referring to the 


cricketer was 
attempting to form 
another 

association team to 
represent Bengal in the 
Ranji Trophy) 

I’m referring to many such 



The Statesman article 
(The article appeared on 
Ndv 8 two days after Lai 
had saved Ranji Trophy 
champions, Bengal from 
a humiliation at the 
hands of the Rest of 
India at Bangalore It 
said that a senior Bengal 


examples? 

No. you answer me' 

My question refers to many 
such examples! 

You answer my 
question Are you 
referring to The 
Statesman article‘s 









Maninder’s back la 
given a helping hand 
by Arun Lai 


incredible. 

Incredible It really was 
incredible 


As one example, yes, I am. 

Well, the less .said about 
it the bettor. It’s best 
buried and dead 



Considering you had just 
come back having staked 
your claim to the Indian 
team, don't you think the 
timing of the article was 


I'M not here to be 
phased out, and I’m 
not here to be 
ushered in either. 
As a cricketer I'm 
here to stay and 
after me another 
cricketer and after 
him another and so 
on... 




But how come it’s always 
Arun Lai who gets involved in 
such controversies? When 
you talk about 
anti-establishment, the first 
name you think of is Arun Lai. 
Inspite of the bad press etc, 
that he has got we don't talk 
about Ravi Shastri or 
someone else. Why Arun Lai? 
He’s (Shastn) his own 
inan.yaar. 

Yes, thst's it. Why don't you 
stick to being your own man? 

I’m not comparing with 
individuals, but you 
know I just live and do 
and follow what I believe 
in and that is not going 
to be coloured by the fact 
that suppose today.. .let 
me explain it Suppose 
today. I believe in a 
certain, .oh God how do 
I explain it...(long 
pause, during which his 
wife says ‘it doesn’t 
matter, it can’t get any 
worse’). 

Ok suppose tomorrow 
I have a belief which I 
have acquired over my 


Arun Lai Imparts some 
technical knowledge 
toVengsarkarand 
party 

35 years of existance. 
That life is to be led like 
this. I have acquired it 
by the force of 
environment. That may 
not be your idea. But if 
you are in a position of 
strength and I have to 
agree with you if I want 
a promotion in my job, I 
wouldn’t. 

Because 35 years has 
taught me something. It 


may not be right, yaar. 
I’m not saying I’m right. 
But it IS what I believe 
in. I have never said that 
it is right and you are 
wrong. 

Even the great Sunil 
Gavaskar had his principles 
which he fought for. He 
fought against the system 
and the establishment. But 
even he could not win. Does 
Arun Lai think he can do 
better? 

Time will tell. I mean I’m 
not trying to win 
anything. I’m not trying 


























to achieve a goal, an 
end. I think it’s an idea 
which has to stay. One 
Kapil 13ev alone may not 
amount to much. But 
Kapil Dev along with 
another 200 cricketers 
can achieve a lot. We 
have a responsibility to 
this land we live in. 

You say you have a life outside 
cricket so it won't be the end 
of the world. Now did this 
attitude grow because of the 
nature of your career, or was 
■I ■nmathina vflu alwavs felt. 


No, this happened from 
the beginning. For a 
time I was under the 
mistaken notion that I 
would be able to make a 
success of it in cricket as 
well as in the 
commercial world, an 
administrative post. 
Maybe it was some sort 
of a trip. I tried to get a 
job underplaying my 
cricket and there were 
times when I did not get 
a job because of my 
cricket. Cricket was a 
negative point because a 


lot of companies said 
■what are we going to do 
with you as a cricketer, 
we can’t even tell you to 
stop playing because 
that reflects poorly on 
the company’ So till 
very recently—two or 
three years—I thought I 
could make a success of 
both, But now 1 feel with 
the level of competition, 
the kind of time it 
requires, it’s so all 
consuming, that it’s 
almost impossible. I had 
a huge economics 


degree and I thought I 
could make it to the top 
of both cricket and a job. 
Maybe it was an ego trip. 
One last question. Would you 
give up your cricket career 
for what you believe in? 

I don’t think. . . I never 
thought it necessary to 
give up anything for it. 1 
don’t think there is a 
need to sacrifice at all. 
It’s complimentary. 

But what if you had to? 

The choice is in your 

mind not in mine. # 





























T heC iiljaiia have*aosolutely noblorxly idea 
what pi oblenia they cause by being such 
gfxicl boxers Naaah, not good boxers, let & 
make that tx-auti(ul boxiu’s, beautilul as in 
apanthei whoquadens an entiiejunglc 
in tiepidation and respei f when his sleek 
Ixxly rises lor a hunt There is an earthy, deathly 
aurasui lounding them 

But back to the pi oblem I even eonteniplated 
scribbling a letter ol protest to Kidel (an 
outstanding athlete in his youth) yet somehow 1 
doubt the i igai c homping Casti o is interested in 
my whining 

Are the Cubans hot boxer s*^ Does the Pope 
pray'^Yes to both questions The third question 
IS the probleni what makes them so hot‘^ (At least 
we know why the Popx* pr ays) No point asking 
the Cubans, hex ause by the time they string 
together their sentences in Havana-alley English 
we would have gone through three Prime 
Ministers 

C oach AIk ules Segai a IS a decidely large 
fellow, explained quickly by the tact that he 
was a heavyweight boxer And having being a 
rather suecesslul one at that if he chooses not to 

answer your question 
there is some 
hesitation in asking 
it again Segarasays 
his boys like to 
dance I can see that 
too, not to mention the 
unfortunate others 
who boxeiji with his 
boys When England’s 
Paul Lloyd fought 
Cuba’s Enrique Carr¬ 
ion, one wag 
screamed, 'At least hit 
p’] him once [jloyd ‘ Poor Lloyd, for him Carrion was 
J, his dance-date who didn’t want to be touched The 
V Englishman managed one point 
1 Alcides speaks about music, about rhythm 

v l ___ ______ 
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Vhat makes the 
Cuban 


tXDxers so good? 


Rohit Brijnath 

searches 


for an answer 
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V ERNON LINKLATER the Canadian super 
heavyweight, who had a fleeting taste of 
Roberto Balado’s sublime fury before the towel 
came in emphasized the cociching aspect See 
the Cubans don’t change coaches like many other 
countries Neithei do they have a foreign coach 
they have their own man Who they trust Who 
knows a lot So I think that’s very important 
Linklater is i ight but also wrong for evidence 
exists that the Cubans initially took advantage of 
some East German expertise Perhaps not in 
dll ect coaching but in setting up comprehensive 
selection and training systems which have been 
the base of East Germany a spoi ting success 
If you link that fact with the Americans 
comment that Cuban boxers ai e initiated into the 
spoi t very early you get some semblance of an 
answer 

~ Theie is much intellect too in Cuban boxing 
Each weight category demands i different blend 
of energy (aution iggi ossion and muse le and 
the Ijatin boys are archive matei lal in that 
respect 

Modern spoi ts science sti esses gi eatly the 
virtue of the cerebi al advantage talent is not 
sufficient an athlete must have the ability to 
grasp assimilate and use 
information/tactics/advice 1 o use a tennis 
analogy Australian coach Hariy Hopman once 
explained that he could tell Frank Sedgeman 
anything during a match because Sedgeman 
possessed the ability (the game and the mind) to 
make the requisite changes without upsetting his 
own rhythm 

So too with the Cubans their mind quickly 
^dissembles an opponent sending electric signals 
from the brain to the various parts of the body on 
what to do They have thoir technique down pat 
they have set patterns but interspersed with 



variations They have 
learnt well they 
understand boxing 
Take Enrique 
Carrion surely the 
best the most cultur 
ed boxer on view 


THERE IS 
MUCH 

INTELLECT TO 
CUBAN BOXING: THEIR MINO 
QUICKLY OISASSEMBLES AN 
OPPONENT, SENOING ELECTRIC 
SIGNALS FROM THE BRAIN TO THE 
VARIOUS PARTS OF THE BOOY ON 
WHAT TO DO. THEY HAVE LEARNT 
WELL, THEY UNDERSTAND BOXING. 










Bulgaria’s 
Todorov plays 
Goliath to 
Carrion's 
David 



If some intrepid cameraman simply focussed on 
Carrion’s leps, knees downwards you’d think he 
was All reincarnate He has superior hand speed, 
his sinewy arms flicking' out and in like a snake s 
tongue, and as lethal And he cannot be hit,as if 
some invisible man At one point against Tudorov 
m the final he sways back then sags on the 
ropes, leans to one side then to another ducks 
and breaks free- m thiee seconds against the 
ropes, he has evaded live punches If Carrion 
embodies style, I^mus personifies aggression 
and Balado some devastating quickness for a 
man of his weight More the shame that they 
cannot turn professional 

A FINAL factor is stamina—the freshness of 
movement and commitment to dance that the 
Cubans display when the bell goes for the fifth 
round, is enough to destroy the already fragile 
psyche of then opponents Some huff, some puff 
some waddle some stumble, some heave with 
leaden arms some duck in agonizing slow 
motion -but the Cuban is shooting lefts faster 
th<m the first round One guy thinks, “jeez, when 
IS this round going to end The Cuban his eyes 
smiling, wonders Can’t we have a sixth round’ 
They could dance all night under any moon, in 
any ring 



WHEN 
ENGLAND’S 
PAUL LLOYD 
FOUGHT CUBA’S ENRIQUE CARRION, 
ONE WAG SCREAMED, ‘AT LEAST 
HIT HIM ONCE, LLOYD.’ POOR 
LLOYD, FOR HIM CARRION WAS HIS 
DANCE-DATE WHO DIDN’T WANT 
TO BE TOUCHED 


The question still remains unanswered though 
What makes them so hot*^ Even if Fidel Castro 
invited me to Havana, to the musty, sweaty gyms 
where magic is taught and thoughtfully provided 
me with a Spamsh interpreter, the answer would 
still elude me The secret perhaps is the harmony 
within their souls And that far no one can see 
Sometimes if is better just to sit and watch and 
marvel at their gemus And not think, how it 

happens • photographs rashbehari das 




MRF WORLD CUP BOXING 


Bloadj sweat 
& tears 


I Rohit Brijnath looks back 
at a surprisingly exciting 
ytourament 

! _ VERY oveninK It was Iht'samp As the 

ppntle light fast faded, a sweet chaos 
prevailed A camer.aman screamed 
instrurtions to his crane operator 
officials collided in frantic haste to 
get where they had to, pohcemer 
dispersed to their prear ranged positions, the* 
arena, empty ,seconds helore.iiow was filling up 
in slow motion And as soft strains of Mozart 
intruded it appeared as il this was any old show 
Till the lights switched on making the night 
neon Till the empty ring was invaded by cloaked 
fighters, nagging coaches bu,sy seconds Till 
gloves were checked the air punched in practice 
and the bell rung Now the Mozart was replaced 
by a different niusic boxing 

• ‘Kill him, kill him’, screeched a lady ringside 
She was probably a Bonvli housewife upset at the 
price rise Here she was demanding bltxxl It was 
also probably the kind of thing that gave the 
Indians fresh courage It also created a 
turbulence of such raw emotion never felt before 
in India But that is boxing 

It would happen in charged 15 second bursts 
the Indian lurching out at the fifth round bell, his 
mouth grabbing for oxygen, yet coming in like a 
furious wounded bull, and the crowd swelling 
with emotion, intoxicated by the courage in the 
ring and the violence in themselves, till you could 
feel the haar on your arms prickle alarmingly 
The MRF World Cup Boxing was. some seven 
day thrill 

It was an unusual tournament, like a hastily 
mixed salad the Indians thrilled, then despaired, 
there were piersonalities who couldn't box, and 
good boxers with no personalities, there were 
nuamatches galore in the seim finals and the 
Cubans, well the Cubans were teaching boxing 

• TOWELS. THAN6A ft THEATRICS 



Defeat, pain, confusion; the referee begins the 
dreaded count 




Late into Friday night, semi-final night, an 
unfortunate series of farces unfolded—this was 











Klllekar's muscled stomach gets a taste of Cuban 
fury 

Outside 1 followf'd a lonely Volkov as he 
unobf I usively shppt'd into a dai kened coi ner 
behind the stands and tienuilously lit a 
cigariette 'They don t undei stand they think 
it’s my fault he said in halting Knglish ‘ But we 
have to think about the bronze medal and what 
would have happened if he cracked his skull oi 
whatever He wouldn t be able to fight tomorrow 

The m. xt day, wlien Thanga leapt into the an 
repeatedly deliriously happy on winning the 
bron/e 1 wonder whether he realised and 
accepted that Volkov had made much of it 
happen 

li^mehow I doubt it 

If Thanga s beha\ loui was inexcusable, he 


IHE OTHER INDIANS 


Though Thanga took bronze, and almost every 
sponsor award, Yadav appeared the most 
complete of the Indian boxers At 17 years 11 
months, Yadav has imbibed his lessons 
well—quick prety with the jab and committed 
He was outrageous!, good against Cuba s 
Ascension in the semi finals, losing by a point, 
the margin of defeat moving him to silence and 
tears Had he attacked more, he would have won, 
and Yadav will remember that 
The rest of the Indians almost collectively 
demonstrated a penchant for the big shot and an 
Ignorance of any further boxing subtleties Their 
courage was evident but boxing asks more than 
that 


deserves r iedit iiovei theless for his bounf less 
enthusiasm He did aftt i all win India s first 
ever medal at a World ( up Thi voungMizo 
whose dietlonai y of life exiudes cveiything 
non boxing isahardboxet not as technically 
gifted as Dhai mendar Yadav his light flyweight 
counterpai t but far moi e agg i essive His desire. 
beat Yadav for the bronze 


Gopal Dewang and Mukund Killekar were the 
essential tough guys who don’t dance Forget the 
finesse, they vvere happy just being bar-room 
fighters Which was effective enough against 
early opposition, but not against Canada s 
Downey and Cuba’s Lemus, who box with a 
science that they couldn’t grasp 
Yet it was instructive to the Indian spectators. 








W H ABVIS 
V FRAZIER 

IhwdicaiJped 
eyen before be flicked 
out his first jab as a 
professional' 
heavyweight fighter. 
He was, after all, Joe’s 
son. And being Joe’s 
son and fighttn’ in 
Joe's still ‘Smokin’ 
shadow was as tough 
as life could get. Joe, 
short, stumpy, 
leathery, was the 
fighters fighter—in 
Rocky the film, 
manager Mickey tells 
Sylvester Stallone, 
"You’re going to eat 
lightning and crap 
thunder. You’re 
going to become a 
very dangerous 
man’’. He coiild have 
been talking about 
Joe. Three great 
fights with Ali for 
starters, the type of 
man who after 15 
rounds, was still, 
throwing bombs with 
every fist. 

Heavyweight 
boxing had no history 
of successful father 
and son 

fighters—Marvis was 
tough, but Joe was 
special,«) they could 
not make that sort of 
history. 

Marvis says, “My 
father didn’t want me 
to be a fighter’’ and he 
knows why. Being 
black in firee America 
and successful wasn’t 
easy. Joe made the 
sacrifice—he worked 
hard for his family, 
he made it. He got 
both money and 
respectability. And so 
now Marvis would 
have to go to school. 

"My grades weren’t ^ 
t^gpod in school”, 
Max^ i^etoembera 


“But he (Joe) sent me 
to a private school 
and the grades went 
up. It wasn’t that I 
was dumb, but just 
that I wasn’t doing 
what I wanted”. 

“And then, I said, 
‘Can I start working 
in the local gym?’ and 
he said okay, and that 
was it”. The fighter 
was born. Everybody 
wanted to be like Joe 
those days, at least 
many did, and so why 
not his son. 

“Oh sure he was my 
idol growing up. But 
thep, who was yotir 
idol when you were 


growing up? Your 
father also”. So it 
wasn’t purely boxing, 
it began just as father 
&8on. 

But would he, could 
he, fight like his 
father? “No, I couldn’t 
really emulate him 
that way. Boxing 
remember is a 
question of styles. He 
was short, would go 
in, used his left hook. 

I was taller with a 
reach, the right was 
my shot”. 

Joe was a man, 
everyone knew that. 
So there was no 


question of hanging ' 

around his son's 
trainingsessions^ 
holding his hand 
durlngflghta. “Bdt 
although he didn't 
wantmetobea 
fighter, perhaps in 
the back of his mind 
he was happy.”' 
Perhaps proud. “I 
mean, he took no 
early interest in ray 
career, yet sometimee 
he would come in 
(during a fight, 
training) look at me 
and go out”. 

Marvis’ career was 
at best reasonable, at 
worst mediocre, 
culminating in a first 
round knockout by 
Mike Tyson on July 
17,1980. Despite 
having seen both 
Tyson and father Joe 
close-up, Marvis 
refuses to compare 
both genre’s of 
fighters. “You can’t 
compare Ali and 
Frazier with Tyson 
and 

Holyfield—they're 
two different 
generations and so 
much has changed, 
technology, training 
systems, sports 
science, that sort of 
thing. & there’s no 
point saying ‘what 
would have Ali done 
today?’ It’s useless”. 

Marvis' boxing 
days are over and Joe 
must be smiling 
gently. Marvis is 
young, articulate, 
bright and does not 
require his fists to 
make a living. That 
was Joe’s present to 
him. So that Marvis 
can now look into the 
ring, over a 
microphone and be 
sucessful. 

RoMlBriJiMth 









PERSONALITY 

VERNON LINKLATER 


Blue Wolf Man 


Rohit BrijiMth 



P eople laugii at 
Vernon 

Llnklater They 
laugh at the 
Inoongrous sight of 
an oriental eyi d 
ponytailed hau 
seemingly g i uss 
CEinadiaa doing a 
waddle-shuffle m the 
ring 

Wiiteis have 
laughed at Vei non 
Linklatei too, in their 
copy They call turn 
‘tubby’ and 
‘overweight’, and not 
fit to waddle shuffle 
in a ring 
Until, perhaps, 
Vernon Linklatei got 
on tip-toe all 220 
pounds of him,and 
knocked down the 
perfect Aryan 
specimen, 

&'hnoider, all of 6 
inches taller, with a 
left from his 
bar-fighting days 
Finally Vernon 
Llnklater had 
become, foi a very 
brief while Blue Wolf 
Man 

Vernon Linklatei is 
the Canadian Blue 
Wolf Man is the Bed 
Indian they ai e both 
the same man A 
Canadian Indian with 
mucho pride 
Every thmg about 
Llnklater, where he 
was born, what he is, 
where he came from, 
is colourful, unusuEil, 
atragi-comedy He 
was born in 
Edmonton, Alberta 
but IS originally from 
the Couchiching First 
Nation, an Indian 
reservation Down 
there at the 
reservation, far from 
his present home in 
Thunder Bay, 

Ontario they call him 


Magna Kiche 
Kenjse—the Indian 
way of saying Blue 
Wolf Man 

But why Blue Wolf 
Man9 

Replied Llnklater 
“The Blue is for the 
sky, signifying I can 
go wherever I want 
The Wolf because he 
hunts alone or in 
packs Eind most 
important since he is 
a survivor And Man, 
because I am no 


longer a child ” 
Perhaps some tribai 
doctor looked deep 
into Lmklater’s soul 
before naming him, 
for Blue Wolf Man 
learnt to be a 
survivor, he learnt 
that he must forfeit 
his childhood quickly 
and become a mEui 
"My father was an 
alcoholic Growing 
up, I would see him 
beatmg up my 
mother, and then 


beating me up. I 
guess 1 hung euxnmd 
with the wrong guys 
then, smoked a little 
mar\}uana and 
became an Eilcoholic 
in my own right I 
was a mean guy I 
would go into bars 
and pick up fights 
and beat people up” 
Blue Wolf Man was 
not a nice guy Those 
were bad times 
Then I sort of just 
started boxing In 
those days I had no 
coach, no support I 
would use used socks 
as hand wraps and 
stuff cotton or cloth 
into my mduth as a 
mouthpiece Life was 
tough ” 

But Blue Wolf Man 
grew up and small 
pieces of his life 
started to fit into 
place "I went to 
college and got a 
Diploma in child care 
work and that’s what 
I am today, a child 
care worker” 

“Boxmg taught me 
a lot It taught me 
control and how to 
understand my 
attitude And I love It 
I’m the Canadian 
National champion 
and I even won a 
bronze at the 
Commonwealth 
Games in New 
Zealand” 

Vernon Linklater 
will never be a great 
boxer It doesn’t 
matter, boxing has 
got him onto his feet 
again And anyway. 
Blue Wolf Man has a 
lot to do He has a son 
called Cody Bear and 
an ambition to 
become a Chief. The 
good days have 
begun. 
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Griffin, a tooth missing, an eye cut, was America’s 
hero when he Beat the Cuban (left) 


that these boys were not that far behind as we like 
to believe, 

Manoj Pingle and Dhanasanjayan in the 
banataniweight division lacked speed and thrust, 
but even they were not as embarassed as 
heavyweights Sarabjeet Singh and Raj Kumai* 
Sanghwan 

Singh wais like a truck driver, seduced to box by 
promises of being on television It may be a harsh 
similie but it is certainly not intended to be an 
indictment of the man, who is tough and 
friendly. It was just one of the few faux pax's 
made by the federation - they should have 
understood, and that was easy, Singh’s 
limitations and not put him in. As it is Singh 
didn’t fight till the semi-finals, and had to retire 
early in his subsequent two fights. 

Sanghwan is better skilled but more content to 
go five rounds without throwing a punch He 
owes Cuban, Roberto Balado a lunch for not 
knocking him out and allowing him the dignity 
of a 19-1 defeat. 


SOWE BOXERS. SOME SHOWMEN _ 

Amidst, all the serious business of busting each 
other’s nose and inhaling each other’s sweat, was 
time for laughter too; for some men are boxers 
first and some boxers are jokers first. 


Norway's Ole Kleraetson was the latter. Candle 
slim and burning with fun, he was a clown, albeit 
one who could box. Whether he lost or won, he 
blew kisses at everyone. He danced before a fight 
with arms raised, and danced after a fight with 
arms raised The result be damned He came in 
with a Norwegian flag and left with a bloody 
eyebrow, but the smile remained He fought 
Germany’s Schenk with a madman’s’ fury, 
slinging hooks from eight feet behind, 
telegraphing the punch four seconds before it 
was to come. High enough on stamina and force 
to win that, he was too low on technique to bother 
Cuba’s Lemus 

He won a bronze on a walkover and smirked in 
delight, “Boy, that was a close fight ” 

Less riotous, but as appreciated were Canada’s 
Robert Downey and the Bulgarians Todorov and 
Russinov (The Cubans story is on Page UO) 

All three lost finals to Cubans Downey to 
Lemus, Todorov to Carrion, Russinov to Balado. 
But none were embarassed 

Downey, a silent Canadian, face young enough 
to require identification at a liquor store is a 
southpaw of promise. He fights with clean 
combinations, sturdy and never scared But 
against a boxer of such arrogance 
as Lemus, who leads with his right unheard of, 
absurd, incredible—what chance had he? 

The Bulgarians though wore the best of the 
rest Todorov, face so impassive as if some 
surgical knife has sliced his facial nerves, stood 
straight and used a jab like a lance Thup, thup, 
thup, he was playing tunes on Irish, Wayne 
McCulloughs’s face Fast in scoring points, deft 
in evading blows, he took Carrion far and left 
behmd great images of classy Ixixing. 

Russinov heavy, hairy and hard has a shot like 
a torpedo with a six inch swing. Tough in the 
clinch, he rattled Balado, but was too defensive in 
the early rounds. 

Eric Griffin, light flyweight world No I and a 
bundle of dangerous, bristling energy salvaged 
some pride for the Yanks The absence of Cuba’s 
world No 2 Roger Marcelio effectively put that 
weight category into the no-contest zone -the 
other Cuban Ascencio d id some damage in 
the final, but if he was talented, Griffin was God. 


A STORY TO END WITH _ 

On the last day Cuba was smiling The World 
Cup was theirs, having won 10 of the 12 weight 
divisions in the three legs at Havana, Dublin and 
Bombay. AIBA president Anwar Chaudhury was 
also smiling. 

On the first day, Roberto Balado was to be 
suspended for shoddy behaviour at an earlier 
tournament The Cubans threatened to go home. 
Chaudhury offered a deal, apologise and be 
forgiven. Balado complied, the Cubans stayed, 
the tournament worked. 

Otherwise.... • 
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D esmond 

HAYNES is a 
very worried 
man He and his bunch 
of bcjys have in a very 
dramatic turn of events, 
been I'evealed as mortal, 
capable of foelnm- the 
hurt of defeat of 
failure And Desmond 
Haynes is also helpless, 
a feeling winch is very 
unusual to him, which is 
why he cannot cope with 
it. The captain of the 
West Indies team had 
only one strategy for 
battle, a strategy which 
worked unfailingly for 


ten long years and now, 
as if suddenly, it has 
fallen flat He has failed 
in trying to follow the 
glorious footsteps of his 
predecessoi's 
The battle plans for 
the West Indian cricket 
team for the last ten 
years has been simple, 
blast the opposition to 
Kingdom Come. Father 
Time finally decided to 
alter things a bit, too 
many players 
had taken 

premature retirement 
Justice had to be done 
and the responsibility 


fell on Pakistan. A 
Pakistani outfit that 
c-ould match the Wi ndies 
firepower for firepower 
To take away 
everything from 
Desmond Haynes would 
be slightly unfair. He 
like a true captain did 
not abandon ship while 
It was sinking, he went 
down with it ..fighting 
The first day of the 
first Test between 
Pakistan and West 
Indies started with all 
the ingredients of an 
Indiana Jones thriller. 
Fast, pacy and 


unpredictable. 

The fireworks started 
early when Haynes on 
winning the toss decided 
to bat, on a wicket which 
was as plain as a baby’s 
bottom. The decision 
was made obviously 
keeping in- mind the 
effectiveness of Messers 
Akram & Co. Haynes 
however, did not 
recognise the services of 
leg-spinner Mushtaq 
Ahmed. Mushtaq was in 
no hurry to get into the 
act.. .it was Younis who 
drew first blood when he 
trapped Greenidge early 














WEST INDIES VS PAKISTAN, KARACHI 




NUM 
FORCE ! 


I f Salim Malik: 

always In a hurry 
after marriage. 
His knocks clearly 
suggest that 





That is what the West Indies were hit by in their first Test against Pakista 


/• 

m tho innings The 
downslide had begun 
To be fair to Itie 
visitors it would be 
proper to mention that 
there were two instances 
when Haynes genuinely 


tried to stop the How of 
regular players lo the 
pavilion his 
partnerships with 
Rirhardson and Logie 
were cases in point But 
Muslitaq had the linal 


word when he spun out 
Richardson and Carlisle 
Best in quick 
succession The 
partiier.ship with l.ogie 
for the fifth wicket 
realised S.'i runs but 
Wasim Akroni recalled 
by a rather inipatient 
c Imran promptly spoilt 
I the show 

Waqar Youius on the 
other hand was like a 
musical conriuctoi with 
a baton capable of 
bringing out tunes just 
by the twitcli of it He, 
however, conducted to a 
rather bt*wildered 
orchestra A steady 
stream of players 
followed as one by one 
they left the stage and 
by the end ol it Younis 
was wondering why 
they couldn’t play to Ins 
tune His figures read 
like a dream 18-0-68 5 
His bloodlust was 
satisfied Haynes pla\i‘d 
a captain’s knock and by 
the end of the first day 
had he notched up his 
fifteenth Test century 
With the score 
reading 208 /4,Haynes 
must have been 
confident that his 
bowlers would take care 
of the embarrassing 
situation that was 
imposed upon 
them but tomorrow 


was another day 
The next morning saw 
the Windies tail getting 
’ni('pped up, and Waqar 
Younis led the fielders 
off the lield as the 
highest wu k(d taker 
'I’hings wiMit 
a'ccrding to plan foi 
Haynes and his band of 
men y iiiiti when 
Pakistan came into bat 
The liosts wei f' .soon 
reeling in the faceol a 
tear.soiiie barragi' Iroiii 
Bishop and Ambio.se 
The score read 27 .'■( and I 
the smile w.is bai k on 
Ha.ylies'face It didn't 
stay there veiylong. 
Ix^cause .Shoaib 
Mohammad and Kalitii 
Malik got into their act 
Thei r innings wtieof 
contiasting styles while 
Shoaib batted as though 
he was planning to pitch 
a tent and siieiid th(' ' 

night at the groumis. I 

Salim Malik hatti d as if j 
lie v.as in a hui ly togi't 
home to Ins newly j 

wedded wifi* I 

Irrespective ol their 
approach, the result wa i 
effective Shoaib dug out 
a painfully sirjw 48 in 
five and a half hours 
while Malik composed a 
fiery 88 in half that 
time Note Shoaib 
during his innings 
almost made Muda.ssar 


Desmond Haynes must be wishing that he was 
not captain of the best cricket team in the world 
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SCORECARD 



PAKISTAN (First innings): 


S Mohammad i Richardson b Marshal 86 not out 

Rameez Ra)a b Bishop 0 IbwbWi 

Zahid Fdzal c Loqio b Ambrose 7 o flldrar 

Javed Miandad c Oujon b Bishop 7 

Salim Malik c Ou|on b Marshal 102 notout 

Imran Khan not out 80 

Salim Yousut b Ambrose 5 

WasimAkramc Richardson b Walsh 9 

Mushtaq Ahmed c Richardson b Ambrose 3 
Abdul Qadir c Dujon b Ambrose 0 

Waqar Younus c Hooper b Bishop 5 

Imran Khan not out 73 

Erim <b-7. lb-14, w-1, nb-ae) 48 ExlTN (It 

Taw 34S T«ttl(tw 


SacMi 

bnimf: 

86 notout 32 

0 IbwbWaish 7 
7 cRk^ardsonb Walsh 12 


48 ExlTN (lb-6, nb-9) 17 
34S TMI (two wickets) 98 


IntMi; Ambrose 34-7-78-4, Bishop 37-2-81 -3, Walsh 16-0-S0-1. 
Malsh 19-0-50-1, Marshalll 24-5-46-2, Hooper 28-6-6S-0, Best 
1 - 0 - 2-0 

FaHalNclilll;l-16,2-56 

ItwNN: Bishop 7-0-21-0, Ambrose a-0-4-0' Marshall 5-1-8-0. 
Walsh 12-2-27-2, Hooper 11-2-30-0 


WESTmOIEStFInt SNOMl 

iRnings): hMtaiv 

G Qreenidge Ibw b Younis 3 st Yousuf bOadir 11 

Desmond Haynes IbwbAkram 117 c Yousuf b Younts 47 
R Richardson St Yousuf bMustaq 26 IbwbYounur** 11 

C Best c Raja b Mushtaq 1 Ibw b Mushtaq 8 

C Hooper Ibw b Younis 8 IbwbAkram 0 

Q LogiecYousufbAkram 25 notout 58 

J Oujon c Miandad b Younis 17 bShoaib 1 

M Mihail b Younis 13 b Akram 21 

C Ambrose Ibw b Younis 2 Ibw Akram 21 

I Bishop c Yusuf b Akram 22 b Waqar 0 

Courtney Walsh not out 6 b Akram 0 

IX«W(b-6,lb-e,nb-9) 21 (b-10, lb-8. nb-B) 24 

TiM (In 83 3 overs) 261 IMal 181 

FMllailCkltt:l -4 2-77 3-81, 4-96,5-151,6-178,7-200, 8-204, 
9-243 

mmai: Akram 23 3-1 -61-3, Younus 22-0-76-5, Qadir 20-2-56-0, 
Mushtaq 18-3-56-2 

FaMMlVtelnlS: 1-47 2-85,3-86.4-90.5-110.6-129, 7-166, 8-174, 
9-174 

Imrtlai: Akram 20 3-6-39-3, Waqar 17-3-44-4 Qadir 8-1 -22-1, 
Mushtaq Ahmed 15-5-38-1, Shoalb 6-1-15-1, Malik 1-0-5-0 
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22 

b Waqar 
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0 

21 

(b-10, lb-8, nb-e) 

24 

261 

IMI 

161 



Nazar s i ec or d foi tlie 
slowest centui y pale m 
compar ison 
Sh(w.ib picked up trom 
where he had left oil the 
last evening Theciowd 
must have been thankful 
to see his dismissal 
when it came his 86 
came in 478 mins off 
315 balls he hit two 
fours Mahk left 
oai her but only aftoi 
he compiled his eighth 
Tost ton edging 
Mai shall to Dujon It 
was the call for the 
Khan Imtan Khan 
He did not disappoint 
The man who was 
genuinely loan'd the 
world ovf 1 foi his 
controlled pai e bowling 
has developed into an 
elegant batsman ovei 
the recent years A 
judiciously compiled 60 
was scoi ed as he steadily 
ran out of pai tners 
Pakistan lost their last 
five WK kets for the 
collection of only 35 


runs 

Ambrose got a major 
share of the killings —it 
was as il he had attached 
a turbo to the ball- and 
finished with four for 
67 His efforts went to 
nought Pakistan had 
taken a first innings 
lead of 84 runs 

On the fourth day the 
pace and spin weaponry 
of the Pakistanis played 
havcxj It was Younis 
again who imtiated the 
rush to the pavilion 

The visitors started 
the second innings on a 
rather peaceful note and 
lunch was taken with 
the score at 47 for no 
loss It was only after 
lunch that things went a 
bit haywire A gale blew 
over the 

stadium Hurricane 
Younis, they called it 
and they lost two quick 
wickets in one over 
Younis had scalped both 
Haynes and Richardson 
Scxjn after Younis 


limped off the field after 
sustaining a groin 
injury and his captain 
(Imran) who had been 
hit on the thigh while 
attempting to field a 
shot decided to give his 
old bones a rest too He 
knew he could well 
afford il Things were 
under control 
There was no let up 
and Wasim Aki an* soon 
struck and left the 
visitors 1 eeling at 90 for 
4 II was only Ixjgie 
diminutive little 
Augustine Logie who 
decided to take up the 
fight He scored 58 
while the rest around 
him were being laid 
around the chaff The 
end came at 181 The 
obituaries had already 
been written The burial 
was just a formality 
Waqar Younis had taken 
no prisoners and 
fimshed with 4 for 44 
Pakistan clinched 
victory with eight 


wickets to spare They 
lost the wickets of 
Rameez Raja and 
newcomer Zahid Fazal 
cheaply Their selectors 
must have ignored that 
The Wmdies did not look 
like the most dominant 
Teat team like they were 
during the last 10 years 
They had been bested at 
their own game pace vs 
pace They were, to put 
it simply outbowled 
though blasted would 
have been more fitting 
Waqar Younis had 
match figures of 9/120, 
two wickets short of 
taking the fastest 50 
wickets in Pakistan’s 
Test history Younis had 
48 wickets from nine 
matches and Pakistan 
seem to have taken the 
first step for a senes win 
against the West Indies 
Desmond Haynes is 
clearly a very worried 
man 

By A Cormpondwit 
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OPINION 


HE drugs problem 
has again raised its 
ugly head. Just 
when you might 
have thought it was safe 
once more to talk about 
the noble art of track 
and field, two leading 
athletes were caught by 


the testers and are now 
banned for two years 

This comes after one 
of the finest European 
championships, in Split, 
for many years. Their 
quality may have had 
much to do with the 

Flo-Jo then; 
during the 
’84 LA. 
Olympics. 
Notice how 
thin her 
arms looked 





crackdown on drugs in 
the last two years. We 
take one step forward, 
and then another one 
back. 

It is fair to say that 
many of us had long 
suspected that, beneath 
the surface, there were 
problems in American 
athletics at distances up 
to 400 metres. 

Carl Lewns’ recent 
comments (in and out of 
his book) mem to have 
been supported by 
events. I suppose you 
have also to say that we 
can now understand the 
ups and downs in Harry 
“Butch” Reynold’s form. 
In the case of Randy 
Barnes, the shot putter, 
we are transport^ back 
to the days when the 
public believed that all 
the putters were on 
dru^ anyway. No doubt 
those old suspicions will 
resurface, affecting 


everyone doing the 
event and that will be an 
extra and unfair 
pressure on many good 
and responsible athletes. 

What do these two new 
cases mean, for the 
sport? What is the “state 
of play?” I do not know 
the details of these 
cases, so I cannot make a 
definitive comment. 
Measures like random 
and independent testing 
and greater stringency 
all round are good. But, 
the heavier 

responsibility rests, as 
ever, with the sportsmen 
and women themselves, 
as well as with their 
managers and advisers 
(and, I would say, their 
family and close 
friends)—and, of course, 
the administrators of 
the sport. 

It is two Americans 
who have been caught, 
so some may argue that 
it is only the United 
States officials who have 
an inquiry to run. 
Historically, the United 
States was slow Into this 
vital field of drug 
testing. 

In 1984, when Los 
Angeles was prepauring 
for the Olympic Games, 
there was both pressure 
and embarrassment 
between the United 
States and Lausanne 
because the Americans 
did not have a single 
accredited testing 
centre. 

However, can we 
dismiss this fresh 
outbreak as just a little 
local, American, 
difficulty? 

I doubt it: that doubt 
may make me 
unpopular with British 
officials, and others in 
the international 
federations, but modem 
sport at the top is a 
global village. 

Figures of the stature 
of R^nolds and Bames 
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Flo-Jo now: 


structure is 
remarkable 






If yw are as cine as 
anialBS lal te ead MlMr la 
miahn ar canaaiiiiai yau 
are aet likaly la niss 
Ghaagas: me palllc any aat 
relala He s»aa langes haai 
six aisans earlier..... 


have fnends and 
“oollea^es" 
everywhere, because 
they travel extensively, 
particularly in Europie 
It seems unlikely that 
there are only two 
offenders in the sport 
and they both just 
happen to be American 

1 hope nobody will 
make that 
Ux> comfortable 
assumption, either here, 
or elsewhere 
Investigations ou^ht to 
be general They should 
also be thorough 

The problem with 
drugs in sport is 
two-fold Fhrst, they can 
affect performance—at 
least, in the short term 
They are to cheat in 
sport what the marked 
card IS to the crooked 
poker player Second, 
they can be hard to trace 


and detect The 
unscrupulous can take 
careful precautions and 
thus evade suspicion, 
perhaps for a long time 
When I was 


competing, rumour was 
part of the cxinversation 
at the track, in the 
hotels, and so on 
Athletes are not 
stupid They quickly 


notice abnormal 
physical changes m 
another athlete from one 
season to another 
Suddenly, “X” has 
shoulders that would 
carry bum or her 
through five rounds 
with Marvin Hagler 

If you are as elose as 
athletes get to each 
other m traming, or 
especially in 
competition, you are not 
likely to miss changes of 
thatkmd Thepubhc 
may not retam the same 
images from six months 
earher, or at least not as 
sharply 

Sometimes, such 
changes may be the butt 
of jokes or there may 
just be a discreet silence 
But one athlete will not 
“shop” another In any 
case, ui such a serious 
matter, we all know that 
hard evidence is needed 






















Wlien Bvich physical 
changes have happened, 
they have usually 
escaped conunent from 
television 
commentators, or 
journalists—who may 
not hesitate to point out 
other alterations in a 
person’s appearance, for 
example, in hairstyle or 
clothing. 

The solutions he in 
administrative action 
and also in attitude. 

The penalties have to 
fit the crime; cheats 
cannot prosper and that 
includes competition 
two years later. I remain 
in favour of lifetime 
bans because the drug 
user has, in my view, 
offended the spirit and 
nature of sporting 
competition. He or she 
has irrevocably let down 
himself, or herself, club 
and country, friends 



Attilalas Mtlce atanmial 
physlGal chaws la aaalher 
aiblate Iraai ana seasoa to 
aaoHior. SuiMoiilr, "X” has 
shoBldors that woald cany 
him or her through livo 
rounds with Marvin Hagler 


and family and the sport 
and its traditions. 

It is not Just the ban. 
The records have also to 
be changed. We learn 
that Reynolds and 


Barnes will retain their 
world record status 
That is surely the wrong 
decision and one unfair 
on all the other 
competitors in their 


events. 

Second, 

administrators must 
give the testing regimee 
the right authority, 
priority and inv^tment 

Yet, probably, attitude 
is the nugor issue. Sport 
from the top to the 
bottom, has to decide 
that drugs and drug 
users are beyond the 
pale. We all have to 
make that very, very 
plain. Uncomfortably so 
I’m not talking about a 
witch hunt, because that 
would be irresponsible, 
but perhaps there has to 
be some form of discreet 
enquiry whenever, there 
are grounds for 
suspicion. 

Perhaps competitors 
themselves have at last 
to start to blow the 
whistle on this 
particularly offensive 
form of foul play • 
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Vi»dl tips 
. for exciting vyriting 
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W KENRogrerMiUa. 38. 
banged in all those 
marvellous and 
sometimes 

controversial goals in Italy last 
summer, people had to revalue 
their views that youth must be 
served 


SPEED OF FOOT CANNOr 
BEAT SPEED OF mOUGH 


Here was a player whom many 
thought to be pushing 40 over, 
scoring goads which were not 
simply the result of subtle 
positioning, the fruit of 
experience, but the consequence 
of dashing, powerful bursts past 
bewildered opponents. 

A famous ItaUan athletics 
coach, Vittori, opined that Milla’s 
musculature had much to do with 



Peter Shifton: goalkeepers go on 
forever 

all this Coming from the 
Cameroons, he was a happy blend 
of two types of African, the coast 
dweller and the man who cshis 
from the interior, his muscles 
guaranteeing him both stamina 
<md explosive pace Not to 
mention, no doubt, longevity. 

tliat goalkeepers go on fo*ever, 
we aU well know. Peter Shilton 
was playing in the World Cup at 
ovsti* 40 and made Bopie glorious 
savss, not least against the 
Ckuneroons. Oino SSirff, who won a 
World Cup medal in 1988, had 
passed 40 by thsthne ho 

. ' ; 

<'aohievmnent df veteran 


40 


goalkeepers is not to be sneezed 
at. They may not have to run 
about, but agility is paramount, 
and it must get harder and harder 
over the years to take the constant 
izvJuiies and risks that are part of 
the keeper’s lot. 

Belgium, unlucky to go out to 
England In Bologna, had two 
splendid veterans In their team; 

Eric Oerets and Jan Ceulemans. 

At 38, Qersts, was an 
astonishingly mobile and 
adventurous rig^t-back, as ready 
to break forward in attack as ever 
he had been in his younger days. 

' Ceulemans. o^y a few years 
ybunger. transformed the team 
when he brought on to the field as 
substitute in its opening match. 

Tali and powerful, once a striker, 
now an attacking midfielder, he 
stayed on to play outstandingly 
well. 

Hard to forget the way. in 
Bologna, he beat England’s much 
younger defender, Mark Wright, 
toabaU 

only to crack his shot against the 
post, with Shilton beaten. 

All these distinguished, elderly 
{layers surprise us because we are 
constantly being told that football 
has never been so fSst. that 
players have never been so fit. In 
these cixcumstancee, there should 
really be no room fbr the ageing 
{dayer; the pace of the game 
should pass him by. Yet som^iow 
or other it doesn’t seem to happen. 

Football has always been 
getting "faster”' It is Ml relMive. 
Just after the last war. one was 
forever hearing that the pa^ of 
title game was killing real foMhaU; 
klHing thought, skill, flair. 

Yet. thors were players swdi as 
fWtBSsshQr.imoeanAieenalaiid J 
Bntfand^twtogei’, still 
flottxwhdtagintiiifmqppcse^ j r 
whii4pi^4itftitmliBegiMghp:^ 
$sa4lsy(Mijii^lli^^ 
t^essy.lKi^^pleyeo^lwa’' v‘|; 


shout but didn’t think. Older 
players who did tiiink simply took 
up the correct positions and used 
their heads. 

Which may explain the suooess 
this season of 38-year-aid Sergei 
Baltsoha. the former sweeper of 
Russia a^ Oynamo Kiev, with St 
Johnstone. Scottish footbedl. 
whose pace, cmoe gentle and 
measured, is now fur more frantic 
even than England’s, is hardly the 
place where you would expect the 
skilled, deliberate Baltaoha to do 
well, after he had clearly failed at 
Ipswich Town in the FooibMl 
League 

This seascm. however. Joining 
the newly-promoted St Johnstone, 
he has flourished flrom the first, 
giving the defeiwe ooM 
confidence, and hitting splendid 
passes more than 40 yards or so. 
to feed his attack. 

There is no doubt at all that the 
present frantic pace of British 
football has militated against skill 
and tmagtnatiop, but no (doubt 
either that good players who are 
not young and not very fast can 
still survive. 

Looking at such gam^B as the 
famous Mattiiews Final of 
19ea-^when the hmro, Stanley 
li^tti|iswB, was already 48 years 
htd-^ftsf^sms almost osmiicwlly 
slow. Hcfwonder BiStthews 


Younger players 
ran about but 
iliitn’t Ibink. 
Older players 
wbodidtbink 
simply took up 
the correct 
positions and 
used their heads 























Roger Milla and others 
hove proved 
that age is no barrier to 
performance... 


floiu^hed, some xuig'bt say. But 
at the time, such football seemed 
fast, and Matthews’ success was 
still as extraordinary as would 
Milla’sbeinlBOO. 

Matthews’ acceleration over the 
first 10 ^uds, after he had beaten 
the full back with his matchless 
swerve and flick of the outside 
foot, remained phenomenal. In 
that Cup Final, he helped 
Blackpool beat a depleted Bolton 
4-3. Three years later, at all of 40, 
he utterly destroyed Nilton 
Santos, then known as he best left 
back in the world. And Santos 
himself, belt noted, was at 
left-back for Brasil in the ^dlAdL 
Cup Pinal of 1963 in Santiago, at 
the age of 36.1 saw that match, 
and cannot recall him ever being 
introulde. 

So we have examples of mldfitid 
players, wingers, strikers and 
goalkeepers. If you want the 
example of a centre-back what 
about the elegant, immaculate 
Alan Hansen of Liverpool and 
Scotland whp. till injiiry kept him 
out Ibr mu<di of this season, stiB 
looked one of the most 
soownpUshed, composed 
defenders in Britain, even though 
much frf hts pace had gone at 30? 

It is surely oomfcffting to think 
that in this speed-obeea^ 
football, older players whose 
thought Is swift and whose 
technique is sound can still 
flouridi. 

Back in 1974, in ilm^ , 
exhflarating days 
Football, the best idayer on the 
field when IfoBand met West 
Ommany in the World Cup Final 
in Muni^ was Wim Van 
Hanagem, HoUand’x inside-left 
and s\m^ the alowest outfield 
Idaypr in the game. 

Speed thought can stilly 
oompetesuooessfUlly with spaed 
of foot. 













6TH INTERNATIONAL BALLOON MELA, DELHI 


ft 






T oday, 20 years 
Erfter Neil 
Armstrong, the 
first man on the 
moon, inaugurated 
the Ballooning Club of 
India by waving off 
Vishwa Bandhu 
Gupta and the 
Boesmans in their hot 
air balloon Nimbus, 
this gentler version of 
the adventure sports 
seem to have come a 
long way. 

Young Rajeev 
Gupta, making a solo 
demonstration flight 
m a self designed 
indegenously 
manufactured balloon 
was the undisputed 
star of the Mela. His 
balloon used liquid 
petroleum gas instead 
of the more expensive 
buntane or propane 
which is used by 
balloons 
manufactured 
abroad. 

The countries 
which participated 
were England, 
Austria, Denmark, 
Germany, Hong 
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Kong, Poland, 
Norway, Spain, USA 
and India including 
an all-women team 
from Germany. 

The multi coloured 
balloons presented a 
spectrum of colours 
as they drifted into 
the horizon. There is 
something about 
these balloons which 
is very difficult to 
explain. Something to 
do with elegant 
beauty and the silence 
of floating amongst 
the clouds looking 
down on the world 
below... 

And just when one 
thought that these 
balloons were a lot of 
hot air, Vishwa 
Bandhu Gupta offered 
to fly out L.K. Advani 
to Ayodhya before he 
could get arrested in 
Uttar Pradesh in the 
course of his Rath 
Yatra. If that offer 
had been taken we 
would have known for 
sure that hot air does 
rise.. .to the occasion! 

Photograph* and Text by 
Himiar Shanda j 

























■ HERE’S nothing much going on in 

Britain. Everybody's gone underground 
except for.. JBebastian Coe. He’s preparing 
for his electoral campaign. Coe is doing this in 
a rather unique way as he rates his chanoes on 
winning a seat for the Conservative Party as 
rather high. 

Coe has started a ooltunn in. of all things, a 
newspaper with leanings towards the Labour 
Party. The gall. The column is titled “Dear Seb” 
and is meant to cater to the grievances of the 
people from his ooxkstituenoy. 


‘Dear SsiK Bavsyou 
sssnmiidbafttMi 
^ ^ eonsatusaogryStT' 
Asked one su^ poor 
<toi»riv«d person. 

k rep^es: “Yes. 

rve seen all of it. I 
flew over It onl^ the 
other day on my way 
to somewhere more 
interesting.* 

“Dear Seb: I am 

•TlSTyj^TsiT^^^B desperate for a cooker 

that works. There’s 
no cash in the Social 

Fund-what should I do?* Answer: “1 would 
learn to run very fSst, become fobulously rich 
like me, and then you’ll be able to afford 
several cookers, or as we Conservatives call 
them—chefs." 

Fairness or subtlety has never been part of 
politioal debate. It is rumoured that Coe may 
not do too well in the oncoming elections at 
least not like he did on the track. The chanoes 
of him running for Number Ten are as good as 
Ihatcher doing a sub-five minute mile. 


R 


THE <SON’WILL 
SHINE 


I ELE. the all time king of soccer recently 
celebrated his fiftieth birthday. But 
rumoiirs from Rio claim that he is not a 
happy man. In fact, he’s hopping mad. That’s 
the latest on the garam Jdbabar that we've 
received. 

The King is upset because he wants his son 
Edinho, 20. not to take up soccer. Edinho. on 
the other hand is a stubborn young mn.n and 
he wants to be a professional soccer player like 
his fkther: nothing more, nothing less. But 
Edinho is not going to be a goal scoring 
forward like his dad. HS, ironically, wants to 
be a goalkeeper. 

He recently declined ani^traotive oftor to 
enter an American university, all costs fUUy 
paid by his miUionaira fkther. BaidP^erl 
realise how difficult things can be if you don’t 
have the proper education. 1 am aUe to offer 
this privilege to Edinho, but all the kid talks 
about is playing soccer. of being a goalkeeper." 

The son not to be outdone shot bSdk: ”147 

fkther has made it big as the world’s bast 
kpooer playwr, so why should he now ol^eot to 
me trying to earn my living in the same way?” 
It’s like who has a 26-year-<dd girjUMend 
talUng his son not to have one of the same age .1 
Pete’s oholestwroi baa gone up Sinoe. 








DIFFERENT STROKES 



Al^tad dM»]c0 JoftdwMiAigM aloi^ 
lUii pfOvoA rMently #lMBi darte aoe 
Brio Biistcnr cot tha r«4> la oourt. 

iMalaw ia aanethlsir oiM whan It oaaiM to 
darta. Hla crartentiAla are impeccable- He ia am 
MBS and haa five world dart (diampionahiiM 
lodged firmly under hia Oemian QoitireCoc^)! 

Recently Briatow ftmed obargea of bei^ 
drunk and diaordarly in Oovmit Oarden: he 
{deeded not guilty. Be has been remanctod on 
unconditional bell tillDeomnber ITforhie 
mta da me anoure. The point we are trying to 
maka is that Bristow may bea worldohampat 
darts but It is darts that got him In this mess in 
the first {daoe. 

In Britain, darts is a game played in pubs. 
Beer and darts are almost synonymous. In 
pidis, apart from a dart board you get lots and 
lotsofbeer. By ocnnbining boose with darts, 
chances are you would get drunk and 
boisterous. And yet ironioelly the darts master 
was hauled up fbr what he probably does 
second best.. .drinking beer. 




ACQUITTED 
BY‘PUBLIC RULING 


OU noay think that boxers are relieved 
wbenthey oomeoutof thering. Terry 
Marsh was a boxer with a difference. 
Fkoing a stiff sentence for the attempted 
murder of his former manager, Terry was 
acquitted of his charges after a stiff legal 

has alot of fans in Britain and when 
the Judge gave verdict the crowd leapt to Ita 

fbet and cheered lustily Even the warden who 
was in charge of Marsh broke into a grin and. 
gaveaolenohedfist victory salute Other court 
officials were also emotionally affected. Soon 
after, Terry got his first taste of freedom by 
covering his head in a leather Jacket axid being 
bundled into the back of a V, an. He was then 
tuMiiwrt over a wall and into a restaurant where 
hin fkmily were waiting for him. His adventure 
had begun. Hie lawyer Henri Brandman then 
got down to the businesa of finding the highest 
bidder for his cUents’story. 

It was always maintained that Terri was a 
great man of the peofde and the judge who 
acquitted Terry went by the name Joe Public. 

Litis ia fill! cCptoasant surprises.. .sometimes. 

Terry Marsh Inmds shiskiing his face. Relieved 
to be out «f the dock 






C ELLULITB. If there 
was ever a beauty 
problem that most 
women can identify 
with—this is it. Those 
lumpy, bumpy, stub¬ 
born bulges that make 
you dread the onset of 
swimsuit season are all 
too common. Ehreryone 
identifies dimpled skin 
on hips, thighs, but¬ 
tocks. even knees, by the 
catch-all phrase cellu¬ 
lite, but, really, what is 
this stuff, anyway? 

The fact is. an exact 
definition for cellulite is 
as hard to get as it is to 
wish it away. Ever since 
the beauty focus has 
shifted to body beauty, 
cellulite has become the 
cause of heated debate. 

While doctors, cosme¬ 
tic companies and exer¬ 
cise experts disagree as 
to what cellulite exactly 
is (even clashing as to if 
there js such a condi¬ 
tion) one thing is for 
sure....over 80 per cent 
of all women have oellu- 
lite and desperately 
want to be rid of it. 

There are two main 
schools of thought on 
cellulite: some say cellu¬ 
lite is just plain fat while 
others contend it‘s a 
medical condition in 
which fat cells trap tox¬ 
ins, waste and water. 
Variations to these 
themes exist in multi¬ 
tudes...everything firom 
theories that celliilite is 


hereditary and stress- 
related to explanations 
that it’s a gel-like subst¬ 
ance held together by 
collagen aibrUa. 

Dr Steven R. Weiss. 
Assistant Professor of 
Dermatology/Medicine 
at the UCLA School of 
Medicine insists ‘cellu¬ 
lite’ is a media term. 
According to him, ceUu- 
lite is simply the puck¬ 
ered appearance of un¬ 
evenly distributed fat 
cells. ‘"The cause of what 
many people refer to as 
cellulite is genetic- 
...some women are just 
genetically prone to col¬ 
lect fat in certain areas,” 
says Dr Weiss. 

Skin care expert 
Anushka, whose Dalon 
offers a cellulite reduo- 
ing program of nutri¬ 
tional advice, anti- 
oelluhte treatments and 
manual cellulite mas¬ 
sage, takes a different 
stand. “Cellulite is not 
ordinary fat. If it was it 
could be easily dieted 
away,” Anushka ex¬ 
plains. “Cellulite is de¬ 
posits of water, toxins 
and fat incarcerated in 
the body’s connective 
tissue.” 

What’s ironic in the 
great cellxilite debate is 
that doctors don’t buy 
the medical theories 
which most cosmetic 
companies and salons 


recite. The consensus 
among the medical com¬ 
munity is that cellulite 
is an uneven distribu¬ 
tion of fat, or in slim 
people a lack of skin 
elasticity which causes 
ripply skin. While M.D.s 
agree that beauty treat¬ 
ment products geared 
for cellulite may im¬ 
prove the outward 
appearance of problem 
areas and smooth skin, 
most are skeptical of 
some cosmetics com¬ 
panies’ and spas’ claims 
that their specific treat¬ 
ments break down fatty 
deposits. As the cellulite 
controversy continues- 
... women everywhere 
are busy elsewhere, 
seeking the way to a 
slimmer and smoother 
shape. Luckily, the re¬ 
cent focus on c^ulite 
has gained tis a wealth 
of answers and theories 
on how to go about the 
quest. 

In the battle of the 
bulge, the first plan of 
attack should be to nix 
those unhealthy habits 
which contributed to 
cellulite in the first 
place. No surprises here, 
the idea to stay away 
from all those things 
you know you shouldn’t 
be doing anyway. 
Things to avoid include 
a sedentary lifestyle, in¬ 
sufficient exercise and 


nutritional no-nos like | 
refined sugars, salt, caf- I 
feine, alcohol and fats. 

These unhealthy 
habits eventually show , 
up as flabby skin. Other 
factors which have been 
said to aggravate a cellu- 
lite condition include 
menopause, liver mal¬ 
functions, birth control 
pills and pregnancy. 
However, these factors 
fall into the realm of 
controversy, as their 
effect on cellulite is yet 
to be thoroughly resear¬ 
ched. 

No matter what you 
may have heard, read, or 
prayed for, there is no 
miracle ctu« to cellulite. 
The only route to a slim¬ 
mer, smoother body- 
appearance is a three- 
part strategy of ba¬ 
lanced nutrition, regu¬ 
lar exercise and the 
added care of massage 
and specialized body 
beauty treatments. 
While you may notice an 
improvement with Just 
one part, quicker, better 
results are to be had if 
you stick steedlkstly to 
all three. 

It’s never too early—or 
too late—to gain oontztd 
over curves. Armed with 
the facts about cellulite, 
it’s easy to stick to a 
well-rounded body care 
routine that will inqiire 
your sleekest, leanest fi¬ 
gure ever. Here’s some 
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fHAT those 
earth-bound, 
home-loving 
dreamers tend 
to refer to as the 
glamourous jet-set 
life'-you know, non-stop 
parties, bikini-clad 
lovelies, blazmg 
sunshine and exotic 
poolside cocktails—is, in 
reality or for the most 
part, a very tiring and 
tedious routine 
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T HlB46th 

senior national 
aquatic 

championships 
did not promise 
much for the 
future. Which in itself 
sounds like an age^ld 
refrain. The fact that the 
national circuit is still 
ruled by the hkes of 
Khazan Singh Tokas, 
Wilson Cherian and 
BulaChowdhury, only 
highlights that Indian 
swimming is 
stagnating. 

The backdrop of the 
nationals was the dismal 
Indian performance at 
the Beijing Asian 
Games. The hangover 
was still evident in 
Bombay But at least two 
youngsters- Kailways’ 
Sebastian Xavier and 
Mahareishtra's Vishal 
Kapoor —left some hope 
for Indian swimming. 
Between them, they had 
the only two individual 
national records to fall 
in the 46th senior 
nationals. 

On the distaff side, 
Karnataka’s 
15—year -old Sangita 
Rao, was the find of the 
nationals In her first 
full fledged senior 
nationals, unheralded 
Sangita left fancied 
Pallavi Shetty and 
Sonali Rege of 
Maharashtra in her 
wake as she led the 
women’s standings till 
the penultimate day of 
the six-day meet. 

Sangita was ultimately 
beaten by Bula 
Chowdhury, 
representing Bihar, for 
the individual women’s 
title by a solitary point. 

Ijorraine Verghese’s 
absence due to jaundice 
deflated Karnataka's 
chances as also denied 
the ladies section a 
much finer competitive 
edge. Lorraine, who won 
11 medals at the 


previous nationals in 
Trivandrum was largely 
responsible in keeping 
Karnataka’s flag flying 
head and shoulder above 
the other states, 
especially Maharashtra, 
which has been the 
major producer of classy 
women swimmers in the 
country for the last 


Karnataka. 

It was rather a 
one-sided affair in the 
men’s section. Railways 
were invincible and only 
Vishal Kapoor offered 
some serious challenge 
to the title holders. 
Police, who finished 
runners-up in Bombay, 
(xiuld not throw the 



three years 
In Lorraine’s absence, 
the Maharashtra women 
were tipped to sweep the 
medEds, but Sangita Rao 
stopped them. Sangita’s 
three gold medals were 
however, not enough as 
Maharashtra won the 
women’s team 
championship with a 
Way of 111 points, five 
moi^ than second-placed 


Sebastian Xavier: 
multiple medallist 

same kind of challenge 
to Railways as they did 
in Trivandrum last year. 
Though they were 
assisted by international 
ace Khazan Singh 
Tokas, the CRPF DSP 
skipped most of the 
events except his 
favourite loom and 


200m butterfly eventa'i 
where he struck gold' 
again, albeit not aus 
tmpr^ively. 

Vishal alone 
contributed 47 points 
the hosts, from the L 
men’s side. These poin 
proved crucial when it, 
come to deciding the < 
overall standings. 
Mahairashtra won the ' 
overall championship'' 
gaining a total of 166 ‘ ’ ^ 
points, Railways took. ^ 
the second spot with 
points (all thdsecomlnj^ 
from the men, as the ^ 
Railways do not have|jl'<^ 
women’s squad) and 
Karnataka finished ' jS 
third with 109 points, 
the bulk of that score 
coming from the '"M 
women’s team. ^ 

The men’s waterpolO,''|i 
generated the usu^ v 
neck and nock battles 
from the somi-final 
stEiges. Like last year, 
holders Railways, 
Services, Maharashtra >1 
and Bengal bicke little 
sweat to reach the last '1 
four stage of the J 

tournament 
Bengal’s run ended at^ 
the hands of 

Maharashtra ThehostsJ 
drubbed a new-look 
Bengal side.13-4 togaln^ 
the title round -j 

Railways pipped a faSi 
improving Services team 
9-8 in the other ‘ ■ 

semifinal The Railway^ 
team, half of which ' ’ 

comprises ex-Bengal 
players, had a tough 
match against the , 

armymen PrabhakaraRi 
Nair (four goals) and ' 

Sanjay Jaiswal (three) ■ I 
were the architects of J 
the Rail way win > 1 

Maharashtra and 
Railways, having playM 
each other with <9 

, regularity were never M 
quite aware of each 
others initiatives Th*^A« 
result was a fascinati ng^ 
final. It was a low - 





scoring final, but thu d quai ter pi oduced 

generated great deadly stuff as 

excitement for the Maharashtra wrested 

motley crowd at the the initiative and shared 

Andhen Municipal the four goals Despite 

Sports Complex pool taking the last quarter 

The fest cjuarter by the odd goal m three, 

produced the lone goal Maharashtra werejust 

in Railways' favour The snuffed out 
holders consolidated the 

lead (4-1) by the end of While Ravi Thakkar 

the second quar^r The was the hokts’top scorer 


The Railway quartet 
which won the gold in 
the 4 X10Om freestyle 
' and 4 X 200m freestyle 


f 


Khazan Singh: winner 
of the lOOip butterfly 
gold 

with three goals. 
Railway s were more of a 
joint effort with goals 
coming from Ajay Aote 
(two), Kanai Roy 
Prabhakaran Nair, 
Mahesh Mangan^and 
Sanjay Jaiswal 
There were seven 
teams in the women's 
waterpolo championship 
this year, more than last 
year Bengal’s monopxjly 
in women’s waterpolo 
continued as they easily 
outmanoeuvred the 
opposition They 
dismissed Maharashtra 
nine to nothing in the 
final, while Kerala beat 
Manipur 11-2 for the 
bronze medal 
For some reason 
perhaps the dismal 
standards, diving rather 
paraxodically has never 
attracted much 
spectator interest 
Conducted before a 
subdued crowd Gujarat 
and Uttar Pradesh split 
the honours in the 
women a section while 
Railways and Services 
dominated the men’s 
competition 
Railways’ Taraknath 
Halt did a Greg Lougaiiis 
when he won the men’s 
springboai d silver 
despite a head injury 
Halt, a Railway recruit 
from Bengal, suffered a 
deep gash at the back of 
his head during a 
practice session the day 
prior to the finals The 
wound required six 
stitches, not enough to 
stop Halt from taking 
part Mahipal Singh 
Shekhawant of Police 
took the springboard 
gfold with the bronze 
going to Services’ S 
Jambhulkar 
Railways’Kirti 
Prakash Misra clinched 
the men’s highboard 
gold ahead of Rajnarain 
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Amija Gliofit: gotd in 
the nigboard aaetlon 

Singh of Uttar Pradesh. 

Pushpa Misra pipped 
G'ujarat’s 

England-trained Anuja 
Ghosh In the women’s 
springboard final. 
Anuja, who holds the 
national mark in this 
event, lost the title on a 
controversial last dive 
apd had to settle for the 
silver. Bengal’s Sudipta 
Dutta got the bronze in 
this event. 

Ani]ja was too good in 
the highboard section. 


There were two 
national relay records 
and both were created 
by the Railway 
foursome in the relays 
• the 4x 100m freestyle 
and the 4 X 200m 
freestyle. The 
Railways quartet, 
spearheaded by 
Sebastian Xavier, 
Sanjib Chakraborty, 
Josef Chhabra and 
newcomer R. Kumar 
were far superior than 
the others 


winning easily while 
Bengal’s Ishani Ghosh 
grabbed the bronze 
medal . . 

Corning back to 
swimming, bad 
planning on the part of 
the Railways team cost 
Sebastian Xavier, who 
clocked a personal best 
of 54.34 seconds at the 
recently concluded 
Beijing Asian Games, 
the national record in 
the lOOm freestyle for 
men. ’’ 

The 20-year-old 
Sebastian over-exerted 
in the 200m individual 
m^ey arid was thus 
visibly tired in the lOOm 
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fl'«e«tyl». held within 20 breath of fresh air ex-national lOOm freestyle timing of 

minutes of the medley Sebastian hurtled freestyle champion Josef 1.04 4i seconds, was 

Ito did wm the gold, through the men’s SOm Chhabra and new comer nowhere near Amts 

oloolcing 5S 66 seconds, freestyle beating R Kumar, were flar Sood’a national record Of 

hut failed to break Khazan’s record of superior for the others 1.01 08 sec 

Khazan Singh’s national 24 61 seconds with a International P Sana! Sanjita proved a better 

mark of 64 67 seconds memorable timing of Kumar replaced Sanjib freestyler over longer 

set in the Calcutta 24 50 seconds But his inthe45«200rofrestyle distances as she licked 

nationals two years ago national record was not relay team Pallavi hollow m the 

School boy Vishal better than his 24 18 In both the 4(X)m ftreestyle dhd 

Kapoor won the seconds which he frontcrawl relays, 800m freestyle 

championships first clocked in the final oi Rail ways bettered their Sangita’s win m these 

gold medal in the 200m the 60m freestyle at the own mark The new two races only 

medley ahead of Beijing Asian Games records stand at 3 47 66 highlighted that 



Sebastian Vishal Bula Chowdhury: the seconds in the 4xio0m 

grabbed two other gold overall women'c freestyle and 8,24 87 

medals in the champion seconds m the 4X200m 

tournament, but freestyle relay 

reserved his beet for the There were two more In the women’s side, 
final day to crack the national records and Maharashtra’s much 

netloxial mark m the both were created by the fancied Pallavi Shetty 

1 400m freestyle Vishal, Railway foursome m the just managed to keep 

> <45 ^earsc^d on October relaysh-thedxioora her reputation Intact 

23,sUnkRezaShirazi'8 freestyle and the winning the 50m and 

4985 national reoc^ of 4 x200m freestyle The 100m freestyle golds on 
I 4 20.61 19.76 seconds, Railways quartet, the last two cteya of the 

The second indivlduai epearheadklbysuch championships, Wl^ue 

: ieocH^wassetanthe heavyweights hke abetc^tdjedliriM^tP.gS 

penultimate day of the Sebastian, Se^ib seccndatoeripithelKmi 

, meet and it came like a Chakrahort^, \ freeiAyle, heir 100m 


Five gold medals with 
the silver in the 100m 
freestyle as a bonus, 
is evidence that Bula 
is a remarkable talent. 
Ironically, Bula had to 
don Bihar's colours, 
when she is "at heart, 
a Bengali". But that's 
a different story 


PaUavi’s nine-week 
training at the Pinecrest 
Swimming School m 
Florida was not enough 
But to be fair on Sangita, 
she was too good for 
Pallavi m the long 
distance freestyles as 
she won her races with 
plenty to spare 
It was truly a fairy tale 
comeback for Bula 
Chowdhury Out of 
competitive swimming 
for an entire year (last 
year she double-crossed 
the English Channel), 
she put in merely three 
weeks of strenuous 
tmning with Uie 
Railways team in 
Madras The results 
were staggering 
Five gold mei^s with 
the silver in ^e lOOm 
freestyle as a bonus, is 
evidence that Bula is a 
talent Ironically, Bula 
had to don Bihar’s 
colours, whsn she is “at 
heart a Bengali”. But 
thafsadifferent stoiy. ^ 

l^ewnilra Boas, Bembiy 
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ROVERS CUP 



/ ‘ 


LL’s well that 
ends well That 
could be the 
view of not only 
East BenRalbut 
also of the 
relieved 
organisers of 
the Centenary 
Rovers Cup 
football 
tournament at 
Bombay's 
Cooperage 
ground For, till 
the Calcutta 
club's players relented 
and acceded to the 
request of the All-India 
Football Federation 
presiilsnt, Mr. Priya ^ * 
* RsAjan Odj^unshi, and' 
ibpaoh$y8d , , 

Mayseiduddin thenat^' 
lijtaehhoait-^^^ * 


final being abandoned 
and the trophy being 
shared 

That would have 
denied East Bengal a 
coveted honour Back in 
1972, they became the 
first club to win the IFA 
Shield, the purand Cup 
and the Rovers Cup m 
the same season But 
they h|i!d (^ned oidy a 


half-share in the Royers 
Cup as they were 
joint-winners with 
Mohun Bagan, who 
incidentally, performed 
the feAt five years later 
and by winning all three 
events outright Thus 
East Bengal had the 
added incentive to make 
sure of annexing the 
Rovers Cup to the IFA 


1 East 1 
1 mini 
1 wii 

1 

1 and 
1 distir 
1 th 

Bengal survived a 
riot in the final to 

1 the centenary 
ers Cup football 
achieve the rare 
iction of winning 
le three major 

1 tournaments j 


Babu Man! being 
intercepted by 
Mahindra's Nandu Kotlya 

Shield and the Dui and 
Cup 

What led to the 
suspension of play for a 
little over an hour .was a 
debatable decision of 
FIFA referee M G 
Suvai na to go by 
linesman Bosco 
Pereira’s signal for 
off-side against 
DebashisRArkar and 
invalidating a goal with 
about ten minutes to go 
for the final whistle 
Psreira’s flag had gone 
up even as ^rkai darted 
fbr the cross from the 
right flank by wing back 
Ilyas Pasha Sarkar's 
volley beat Mohammed 









Qadeor in the Mahmdra 
and Mahmdra goal 

When Suvarna sUx)d 
by Pereira's view the 
East Bengal suppoi ters 
behind the Mahindias 
goal wont berserk, 
hurling stones, bottles, 
wooden pieces and other 
missiles on to the pitch 
Some from the east 
stand a Iso joined in the 
demonstration The 
pfilice wore caught 
unawares especially as 
the tout namont thus i.ir 
had gone on without any 
trouble they were 
without helmets and 
shields to deal with 
sitution that 
increasingly became 
riotous 

It was at this time that 
the spectators m the 
west stand hurled 
missile.s at the East 
Bengal players, the 
match officials, wlio all 
were joined by 
Mahindras’ players in 
the scramble for the 
safety of the dressing 
room 

Meanwhile - 
the decision 
to pull Sarkar loi 
off-side wa.s debatable 
Many lelt that as the 
Mahindras' defender, 
Farooque Ahmed, was 
slumped on the ground 
near the goal area, 
Sarkar could not be 
off-side But a few others 
averred that as 
Farooque had been out 
of the play, though on 
the field, even as the ball 
was switched to the East 
Bengal half, from where 
the ball was brought 
back, he could not bo 
considered to be one of 
the two defenders 
I’oquired for Sarkar to be 
csi-side Like an attacker 
who 18 not interfering 
with play does not put a 
colleague off-sids, so 
tdo. a defender who is 
Of play does not put a 
rival on-side 


Bast Bengal were 
unwilling to resume. 
They would not for a 
long time heed the 
appeals of the 
organisers, the Western 
India Football 
Association, or the AIFF 
president Finally, after 
Nayeemuddin assured 
them that he would take 
on the responsibility for 
whatever happens, the 
East Bengal players 
agreed to take the field 
again 

And it was just as 
well They got over the 
effects of the untoward 
happenings and the 
stoppage of over an hour 
quicker than 
Mahindras Four 
minutes after the 


resumption Mastan 
Ahmed headed home a 
flag kick of Krishanu 
Dey, who soon after had 
a swift, snap shot that a 
surprised Qadeer let 
bounce off his 
chest 

E ast BENGAL 
took time to find 
their feet, and had a 
hard time in their first 
match m the 
quarter-final pool 
against last year's 
runners-up Dempo, who 
dominated the mediocre 
first half and got the 
only goal eight minutes 
after the interval 
through a brilliantly 
volleyed goal by 
Mauricio Afonso from 
the right edge of the 


box, a thundering 
attempt that beat Atanu 
Bhattachajee hands 
down. 

The transformatioon 
m the play of the IFA 
Shield and Durand Cup 
champions was 
perceptible in their next 
game, against 
Mahindras, whom East 
Bengal had beaten by 
the odd goal in five in 
the Durand final Their 
quickness to move to the 
ball at the most vital 
moments, besides the 
pressure they stepped 
up almost at will, clearly^ 
showed them to be 
superior to the Thane 
District champions 
Though there could be 
some dispute about 
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Chima’s goal towards 
the end, as he had fouled 
two defenders befoi e 
moving into the box, 
there could be no 
disputing the merit of 
their victory 
East Bengal’s 
concluding match in 
Poo’ B quarter-final 
league again underlined 
the swiftness with 
which they could strike 
The lone goal, fashioned 
by Bikash Panji. Babu 
Mam and Krishanu I3ey 
for Chima was yet 
another instance And 
when the midfield also 
touched its wonted foi m 
against East Rafa in the 
semi-final East Bengal s 
13th entry into the final 
of this tournament 


became virtually 
certain 

Mahmdra struck a 
purple patch in their 
first match in the 
• quarter-final ixxil They 
just seemed incapable of 
doing any wrong as they 
ripped apart the defence 
of DCM runnei‘s-up and 
Federation Cup 
champions Kerala Police 
to score a 3-0 success 

Mahindras were not 
able to play at this 
terrific pace in the next 
two games nor in the 
senn-fmal because East 
Bengal, Dempo and 
Salgaocar could and did 
keep play more to the 
midfield After their loss 
to East Bengal, 1-3, 
Mahindras were fancied 



to mow down a Oempo 
side dependent heavily 
on veterans But it was 
Dempo who took the 
lead through newcomer 
V itorino Fernandes 
from a flag kick of 
Mauncio However, 
Mahindras took more 
than an hour to come 
abreast of their rivals 
through Nandu 
Koliya, who got the 
winner, 2-1 The victory 
put them at the top of 
the pool and help^ in 
avoiding a semi-final 
clash with East Rafa, 
who had dispelled the 
poor impression of their 
opening quarter-final 
pool tie against Salcete 
Football Club 
East Rafa, the only 


East Bengal 
were unwilling 
to resume... 
Finally, after 
Nayeemuddin 
assured them 
(WIFA/AIFP) 
that he would 
take on the 
responsibility 
for whatever 
happens, the 
East Bengal 
players agreed 
to take the field 
again 


.♦Ji. 


« lf'r 










•vs 


an keeper Bhaskar 
anguly blocks a 


Satcete 8tr|ig»r Rounaldo 
Gomes 


foreign side to take 
part—Esteghlal of Iran 
nd Mohammedan 
Sporting of Dhaka were 
replaced by Keraia 
Police and Mohun 
Bagan and Royal Nepal 
Airlines in the 
pre-quarter-final pool by 
Salcete Football Club, 
perhaps were the best 
equipped team to test 
East Bengal 

But the Bahrainis cut 
the grass from under 
their own feet m the 
semi-final by bringing 
in Talal Hassan for the 
first time Before they 
could adapt themselves 
to the new roles, they 
were put under constant 
pressure by an improved 
East Bengal midfield 
andatteck They never 
really got into their 
stride 

Last year’s winners. 
Salgaocar, were not able 
to dominate any of their 
rivals—Mohun Bagan, 
East Rafa and Salcete in 
the quarter-final pool 
and Mahindras in the 
semi-final 

Salcete were both 
lucky and unlucky 
Lucky to be included in 
place of Royal Nepal 
Airlines in the 
pre-quarters pool, which 
they topped, unlucky 
because they were 
definitely better than 
East Rafa and Mohun 
Bagan and had as much 
of the scoring chances 
as Salgaocar m the 
quarters pool. 

Mohun Bagan, a 
last-imnute replacement 
flown from Calcutta, 
began impressively 
against Salgaocar and 
then faded away They 
failed to score a goal 
Likewise, Kerala Police 
also disappointed 
Perhaps weary after 
their campaigns in the 
Durand and the DCM 
ACorrespomlmt 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAfL MJ 
RODRIGUES 




H ere is a quiz 
question foi 
you what lb 
common to Ron 
Meades 
Haiiy Wlight 
(of England) Oietmai 
PUeter (GIJK)<iiid 
M 1 IOV.UI t’ll ic 
(Yugosl ivia)''’Answer 
They ai e all lot eign 
coatlu s who have 
tunned Indian football 
teams in the past In 
April 19dO Josef Gelei 
the Hungarian was 
added to that list when 
he came for the 
long tei m ti ainiiig of 
Indian age group and 
senior tootball teams 
Alter a protracted 
struggle theAIFK 
managed to procure the 
required toieign 
exchange lor payment to 
Gelei Immediate results 
have not been vei y 
edifying The Indian 
sub junior teiun scraped 
past Nepal in the 
qualifying round In the 
final round at Dubai the 
Indian boys lost two 
matches to UAE 0 3 and 
China I 3 but beat 
Jordan 1-0 In the junior 
championship final 
round at Jakarata India 
lost to both North Korea 
and Qatar and got 
ehmins^ted Gelei coached 
both teams which bring 
us to the million-dollar 
question which seems to 
be on every ones mind 
18 Gelei or for that 
matter any foreign 
coach truly necessary, 
especially considering 
that the monthly 
expense on them is 
about a lakh of rupees 
Gelei who 1 epresented 
Hungary in the I960 
World Cup explained to 
Sportaworld why 
according to him Indian 
football is stagnating 
and needs outside help 
SPORTSWORLD: You 
coached both the sub-jumor 
and junior Indian teams. 


What improvement have they 
shown* I heir peiformanie 
in the Asian Championship 
final rounds was not 
impressive 

GELEI Firstly, I have 
not spent much time in 
India Moreover, I have 
had to spend my time 
coaching different 
squads the Indian 
sub junior team, junior 
team and the senior 
squad So I have not had 
time to concentrate 
enough on one 
par ticular squad 
However must admit 
that 1 tried to give extra 
attention to the 


sub-junior and junior 
teams as they were to 
participate in the Asian 
Championship final 
rounds 

How do you rate the Indian 
sub-junior leam^ They lost 
two and won just one match 
in the Asian sub-junior 
championship 
The performance of the 
sub junior team does not 
indicate their talent 
displayed India has 
many talented players 
but the coaching must 
be systematic for teams 
of different age groups 
In each State teams of 
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Programme 
Badly Planned 
Gelei 
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T he 
running 
off the ball of 
the Indian 
player is very 
poor. They 
play with too 
many 

touches. To 
be more 
effective in 
modern 
football, a 
player should 
be able to 
play in all 
positions at 
top speed 
and often 
with one 
touch or just 
two touches 


under-14,16 and 19 
years should get regular 
coaching, only then will 
the standard improve. 
Players in this 
age-group do not get 
adequate competitive 
experience. The Indian 
sub-junior team lacked 
adeqxmte match 
practice. 

You have observedJunior 
tournaments in India. Are 


they well organised or is 
there a need for 
improvement? 

I have only seen the 
Subroto Mukherjee Cup 
for schools in India. This 
tournament was for the 
champion school team of 
all the States and Union 
Territories of India. I 
would have preferred to 
see the National School 
Games in which all the 
talented players from 
the States took part. i 
More talent could have ] 
been unearthed from 
such a competition. 

There should be greater 
co-ordination between 
the different age-group 
tournaments in India. 

Coming back to the Asian 
sub junior championship, 
are you satisfied with India's 
performance? 

India did not perform as 
well as I had expected in 
the final rounds. 

However, they won their 
qualifying group in 
Nepal, quite well. I feel 
that India should start 
training soon for the 
next Asian sub-junior 
championship. An 
Under-14 team should 
altvays be kept ready, to 
be make immediate 
replacements for the 
Under-16 team. The 








I 'The Indian coaches 
I feel that an expensive 
foreign coach is just a 
status symbol and a 
needless fetish 
Former Indian 
sub-jumor and junior 
coachSyed 
Nayeemuddin, 

wU currently the coach of 

East Bengal Club, 
made a scathing 

. . '—-J attack on the All 

India Football Federation’s colonial fetish for 
a foreign coach 

Nayeem laughed when he heard Gelei’s 
reasons for the Indian age-group teams not 
performing well He revealed the following to 
Sportaworld 

Nayeem Gelei says he did not get enough 
time to prepare the Indian teams for the 
Asian sub-junior and junior championship 
final rounds Well, he got about three 
months with both teams However, when I 
was the coach of age-group teams I got just 
three weeks time to prepare them Half of my 
time was spent screening the players I 
coached the Indian sub-junior team in 1985 
and the Indian junior team in 1986 and 1988 
We never got more than a month's 
preparation and little competitive training 
Yet in the 1985 Asian preliminary group, we 
played so well that AFXH secretary Peter 
Vellapan praised the team and said, “I have 
never seen an Indian team play such 
consistent attacking football They played 
modern football ” The stars of that team were 


Foreign Coaches: A 
Status Symbol 


Shanta Kumar and Francis Baruah (both 
playing for Mahmdras now) 

So do you think a foreign coach it required? 

Not at all There are many Indian coaches 
who can deliver the same results if given the 
same facilities The AIFF spends nearly Rs 1 
lakh per month on Gelei IgotjustRs 2,000 
per month and I had to take leave from office 
I have never been paid an adequate amount 
that I can concentrate fully on coaching If I, 
or many other Indian coaches, get the same 
payment and facilities as Gelei, we could do 
as well if not better We understand the 
Indian players and their psychology better 
For instance, I think Gelei used Aquil Ansari 
(India Under-19 team), the talented 
Mahmdra player wrongly m the midfield 
Aquil does not have the staying power to be 
effective in midfield He is better as a side 
back, moving into the attack quickly 
I have taken the most advanced coaching 
courses in Brazil, Hungary and Germany 
There is nothing new in what Gelei is saying 
Give us the time and we can do the same I 
have always said that India should have 
Under-14,16 and 19 years teams Now that a 
foreigner is saying the same the AIFF is 
listening 


Under-16 team can be 
groomed for the 
Under-19, from next 
year onwards, and so 
on. 

What do you think is lacking 
In Indian football? 

All those who saw the 
1990 World Cup on 
Doordarshan will realise 
that Indian football. I’m 
sad to say. is many 
years behind the modern 
game. Ihe running off 
ball of the Indian 
player is very poor. They 
play with too many 
touches. To be more 
effective in modem 
{' Ibotb^. a player should 
' be abi9 to play in all 
positions at top speed 


and often with one touch 
or just two touches. 

A major weakness, I 
have observed is that 
Indian players, even the 
teenaged ones, always 
wait for the ball They 
wait for a pass mstead of 
moving up to a ball. 
Modern football is too 
fast and you have to go 
for the ball instead of 
waiting. Also, the 
recovery of Indian 
players is extremely 
poor. There is 
inadequate commitment 
to win back the ball, 
once possession is lost. I 
have tried to teach the 
players movements off 
the ball and the urge to 
win back the ball, but 


then all this takes time 

You have been six months in 
India, what is your 
observation about the future 
of the game here? 

Talent and potential no 
doubt 18 there. Look, I 
think, as regards the 
Indian Under-16 years 
and Under-19 years 
teams there is not much 
difference with the 
European teams but 
there is a big, big 
difference between the 
Indian senior players 
and senior teams of 
Europe. Senior Indian 
footballers play too 
much football. They get 
no resting time. This is 
not good. If the players 


don’t get the resting 
time, they will soon 
bum out 
In Europe too 
professionals play about 
80 to 100 matches a 
I season, but the matches 
are well spaced out. 
Durmg the rest season, 
they remain fit as they 
are professionals In 
India, the programme is 
badly planned. Top 
players from East 
Bengal and MOhun 
Bagan had to play three 
major tournaments in a 
month or about three 
matches a week. This is 
bad planning and not 
good for quality football. 

NovyKapadia 





An Angler With A‘Reach^ 


Is Bob Nunn 
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I F BOB NUNN were 
an athlete with just 
a slight dose ot 
fame. Ins face would 
be decorating 
endor.sernont 
hoardings all ovei the 
world No such luck 
Nunn IS not |ust an 
ordinary man He us 
the world champion 
angler but is wise 
enough to know that 
this spoi t would Hct 
him few ravf' leviews 
Bob was confei red 
the title ol ‘toji anfj lei 
during the woi Id 
coarse fishing 
champion3hip.4 in 
Yugoslavia And 
guess how he won the 
title‘s With a 17 metre 
fishing rod 
Something that big is 
not very often seen in 
fishing circles but 
Bob used it and 
effectively tcxi to 
land the title from 
among 124 


competitors 
Competi ng among 
24 nations. Bob who 
hails from Kssex 
managed to hook 20 
fishes in two,three 
hour sessions His 
tolal catch weighed in 
at about 2 HG5 kilos 
This leal fetched him 
appioximatcly 
215.000 to 220.000 in 
sponsoishii) and 
endoiseineiit deals 
Fhit llolidoes not lot 
ail tins bother limi at 
all llesiathei 
philosophical about 
I he wholi^ thing (that 
IS the lai k of 
leiognilion) You 
(onie to df ( ept that 
you le not likely to 
get on TV 111 this 
country (fh itain) 

You just have to 
accept. we rf ri boring 
old lot leally 
He isn t exac tly 
fishing foi 
c'oinpliiiients 


Kasparov Is. 


Orfeo 


Too good foi’ himself 


1 One of a kind 




G arry 

KASPAROV IS a 
wiz at chess He is 
alsoa pioud man 
hven though he lost 
the seventh game in 
the woi Id chess 
championships he 
lefused to admit that 
it was due to his 
personal deficiencies 
‘I made the worst 
mistake of my career.' 
he claimed ‘It’s 
unbelievable' The 
instant 1 took my 
hand.s off the queen I 
wanted to resign 1 
believe this move was 
the result of 
psychological 
tiredness, He also 
said that Karpov was 
no longer a challenge 


.so good, so he claims 
that he believes he's a 
threat to himself ' So 
far in the match I’ve 
been fighting myself 
as much as I have 
Karpov Every game 
wo played was of a 
high quality In fact, I 
was so pleased with 
the quality of chess. I 
forgot that art’ could 
save the match ” 

Since that defeat, 
Kasparov has made a 
number of errors 
falling into Karpov’s 
defensive trap with 
unfailing regulaiaty 
Was it because he was 
trying to switch over 
to artistic chess and 
thereby sacrificmg 
the high quality of 

fViA mownAeO 


T his IS one story 
with a difference 
We re featuring a 
unique ski-jumper 
wlio goes by the name 
of Orfeo Cecconato 
Ski jumping is one of 
the few breathtaking 
sports in the world 
and it requires not 
only guts but a high 
level of fitness Orfeo 
has loads of the 
former quality but we 
don’t know about the 
latter 

He lost both his legs 
in a freak accident 
three years ago, but 
that did not stop the 
sports-crazy teacher 
from strutting his 
stuff. Orfeo had never 
exnfirienoed the thrill 


of ski jiiniping 
before but wont 
ahead and did it all 
the same in a unique, 
Australian custom 
made ski built 
specially lor 
amputees 
Twenty-yeai old 
Orfeo twk to his skis 
like a fish takes- to 
water and did a little 
bit of showing off. 
thumping through 
the water behind a 
boat This special ski 
is the only one of its 
kind in the world, but 
then, so is Orfeo. 














NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF FOOTBALL 
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T he soccer family has expanded, recently. 

Within months of achieving freedom, Namibia, 
long under the iron knuckles of the South 
African regim,e, has now joined the FIFA as the 
world’s newest footballing nation. 

Namibia has also become a member of the 
Confederation of African Football,One of the 
largest countries m the world, a vast arid land of 
823,144 square kms, Namibia can accommodate 
Britain, West Germany, Italy and the Benelux 
countries combined. Yet, for geo-climatic reasons 
the country has a tiny population of 1 3 million 
which will now be throwing up the nation's first 
soccer talents to make the country’s entry into 
the football world noteworthy. 

The counbi y’s soccer activities are more or loss 
confined in the urban areas, especially capital 
Windhoek which atone provides nine of the 
country's 12 premier league teams. 


Maradona never really said in as many words 
that he has made up his mind about quitting. Of 
course, he did say time and again that he has 
tegun to feel the slow, but inexorable forward 
march of‘age’. Did Maradona confide to Basile 
exclusively that he had made up his mind to call it 
aday*^ 

Basile, however, keeps on talking as if all that 
Maradona needed to come bac‘k from 
retirement was the awareness that “even though 
by the time the next World Cup comes around he 
will be well past his peak, he would be an asset 
to any side. ’’ Well, Maradona did you ever really 
reckon that? 


E ven though peace no longer has a chance to 
survive in strife torn Lebanon, football has 
continued to thrive amid the death and 
destruction. Latest reports indicate that the 
country’s league has expanded from eight clubs 


R emember Morten Olsen, the great Dane? He 
always said he loved the game not just as a 
game, but as a performing art. Hence, he would 
be associated with it j ust as long as his body 
would allow as a performer and not as anything 
else. Morten Olsen always insisted he would 
never sit on the sidelines to manage a team. He 
would only play. 

But then circumstances change and so did 
Olsen’s mind. And now after some initial 
hesitation the former Danish star has launched 
his life on the soccer hot seat 
And Morten Olsen’s club Brondby performed 
fairly well, ever since they overcame the initial 
shock of losing their first outing under their new 
boss Brondby eventualy went on to win the 
league title under Olsen with a 1-0 victory over 
the traditional giants of Danish soccer KB. 

And Morten Olsen’s competence as coach was 
vindicated at once. 

RUMOURS have it Maradona is in a financial 
mess. His business interests have been hurt 
through neglect and bad advice, while his 
Argentine advisor Guillermo Coppola has stabbed 
him in the back. And amid all this speculations 
Diego Maradona abruptly flew back home after 
firing his hitherto trusted agent Coppola. 

Meanwhile, another bombshell burst when 
Argentina’s new manager Alfi Coco Basile 
insisted that he wants Maradona to reconsider 
his decision to quit international soccer.though 


to 14, with representatives from Sidon, Tyr, and 
Tripoli now trying to break the dominance of the 
Beirut sides. 

Unfortunately, however, all the members are 
situated in Arab communities, Christian clubs, 
which once dominated Lebanese football, refuse 
to leave their own, small localised competitions, 
although several clubs (including the previously 
powerful Homenmen and Recing from east 
Beirut) have been invited to participate in the 
FIFA recognised league. 








L uca DE MONTEZOMOI-O, the low profile, but 
incredibly efficient maridgeinent expert, and 
secret behind the success story of Italia 90. is 
concerned about the heavy price soccer is going 
to pay for staging the 1994 World Cup m tfie 
USA lie is won led that the American TV 
networks are going to exact a very high price for 
their coverage And, as everybody knows, 
without the American network coverage and 
financing the US World Cup is a non-starter 
running the risk of very poor gates' 

So, whatever, changes in the rules of the game 
the TV tycoons deem necessary are sure to be 
endorsed by FIFA 

And considering the wild and mindless 
suggestions that FIFA bosses are now making to 
make the game exciting enough to the 
Americans, one does have reasons to worry about 
the future of this beautiful game 
Undoubtedly, the craziest of all the ideas that 
have come so far is making the goal bigger to 
pave the way for more frequent scoring Well, the 
idea has already been under tremendous fire 
from all sides, and chances are I’lFA will now 
have to shelve its controversial project, no 

matter how much they may have to endure from 
Amencain TV bosses 


S OCCER in Czechoslovakia has all of a sudden 
been hit by a mass exodus problem The 
economic constraints of the country have reached 
such an uiiber rable stage that footballers, like 
men from all other walks of life are migrating to 
what seem to them as relatively greener pastures 
In fact, the problem has become so serious that a 
commission has been set up by the country’s FA 
to consider ways of stopping the constant exodus 
of leading players to foreign countries 

But at present there seems to be none in sight, 
given the economic desolation that has got the 
country in its grip 


S CXlCER’s ultimate hero Pelc is convinced that 
he would outdo all his footballing rivals in 
terms of longevity as he did on the field of play 
Now 50 years of age. Pole recently told the Press. 
“Some times I don’t really know what age I am I 
live the same life that I did at 25, do the same 
things - except for the playing I think when I’m 
100, I’ll be kicking the first ball at a game in 
’Maracana " And Pele gives the reasons behind his 
strong convictions "My family all lived a long 
time My father’s mother lived to 97 I ve an aunt 
of 82, my father IS 73 and very active Yes, I’m 
going to live to be 100 The only problem is that 
all my friends will be dead ’’ 

Nowadays, Pele spends four or five months of 
each year in New York where he has an 
apai tment, about the same time at his home in 
Santos, and the rest travelling in Europe and 
Asia “I do more travelling than a lot of pilots,” he 
says, “I’m one of the few who can say, Tm a happy 
man’ 
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T RAVANCORE Titanium. 

Thiruvauanthapuram won the 
Kerala State Inter Club Football 
Championship for the Kerala 
Kaumudi Trophy, for the second 
year in succession. The contest 
was held at the S.D. V. Stadium, 
Alappuzha 

In the last encounter of the 18th 
edition of the championship. 
Titanium denied the chances of 
Kerala Police, the All India Inter 
Police Football and Federation 
Cup Champions, to complete a 
treble in a calendar year. 

After the scoreless draw the fate 
of both the teams was decided in 
the tie break and the holders 
Titanium emerged victors again 
by a 4-3 margin. 

P. Venu Govinda Kutiuir 


P UNJAB and Sind Bank won the 
Border Security Force (BSF) 

I silver jubilee hockey tournament 
which concluded at the Shivaji 
Stadium in New Delhi. 

The bank team, with several 
leading players in its ranks, won 
their second title in a span of one 
month. The PSB team won the 
Sanjay Gandhi tournament at the 
same venue although the final 
was abandoned after it turned 
violent. 

PSB drowned the hopes of the 
hosts BSF whose team lost the 
final in an exciting match that 
was watched by important 
functionaries of the Border 
Security Force 

Olympian Gundeep Kumar put 
the PSB team ahead in the first 
half but Simon Bage restored 
parity and the tussle for the title 
turned intense. Finally. Ram 
Saran struck the match-winner to 
decide the fate within the 
regrulation period. 

Earlier in the semifinals, PSB 
defeated Mahindraand 




The Travancore Titanium team, 
which won the state club cham¬ 
pionships 

Mahindra, Bombay 3-0 while the 
BSF downed star-studded Indian 
Airlines 3-1 to book a final berth. 

Several leading teams of the 
country including Air India, 
Bombay PSB, BSF, Indian Airlines 
and Mahindras took part in this 
tournament organised by the BSF 
to mark their silver jubilee year. 

However, the standard of some 
of the matches involving the top 
teams was not as high as one 
could expect from the ones which 
boasted of having internationals 
in their ranks. 

Indian Airlines with several 
stars, including some of the past, 
could not make much impression 
and the absence of centre-forward 
Jagbir Singh due to injury also 
added to their woes. 

Air India, coached by the famed 
Cedric D’Souza did not even 
qualify for the semi-final stage 
from their pool, which had five 
teams playing the round-robin. 

On the other hand, Mahindras 
with stars like Marcellous Gomes, 
Joaquim Carvalho, Mark 
Patterson, and Harindra Singh to 
name a few played well but were 
outplayed in the semi-final by the 
PSB team who showed good 


coordination. 

Mahindras were ‘stroked out’ by 
Indian Airlines in the hardliners 
match after they were tied one-all 
from halftime through extra time. 
Custodian Mark Patterson tried 
his hand at the penalty flick but 
got a taste of his own medicine 
when Ashish Ballal, his contender 
for the place under the India bar, 
denied him any chance to score. 

Indian Airlines which won 4-3 
in a third place match, had in the 
tournament relied on the left 
winger Zafar Iqbal who showed 
patches of brilliance but clearly 
lacked the speed to sustain good 
play. Youngster Mukesh Kumar, 
who played for India two years 
ago, gave a good account of 
himself. 

K.P.Venlait 


JAMSHEDPUR 


Intm-Zmie baskefliall 


T amil NADU won the National 
Inter Zone basketball 
championship for the first time in 
16 years when they beat last 
year’s runners up and nine times 
champions Bihar by nine points 
(84-75), in a keenly contested final 
played at the United Club court. 
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M UZAFFARPUR Police Club 
clinched the ‘President Cup' 
when they defeated Tata Sports 
Club. West Bokaro Colliery 
(Hazaribagh), in the third Bihar 
State champion club 


championship held here recently 
In the tough final, Muzaffarpur 
Police Club won the match in 
sudden death after the teams 
played a goalless 90 minutes 
After that, there was a tiebreaker 
and still no break m the deadlock 
(3-3) Finally, in sudden death, 
Bhupendra Prasad Singh scored 
the goal 

Anil Kumar Singh 


Jamshedpur 
Tamil Nadu’s skipper B 
Saravanan. K Radha Krishnan, F 
Poison and S D Smdhureswaran 
maintained their good form right 
through the championship In the 
final too Poison and 
Smdhureswaran, 18 points each 
Saravanan, 17 points, and Radha 
Krishnan, 16 points, dashed 
pBihar’s hopes of winning the 
trophy for the tenth time 
Playing to a well chalked out 
game plan, the agile Tamil Nadu 
players thwarted Bihar s ageing 
forty-three-year-old, 7'2' tail 
Sunil Panda’s attempts at tapping 
the ball into the basket 
Bihar were rather unfortunate 
as Shaid Qureshi, the 19-year-old 
mternational, went down with 
high temperature on the eve of the 
fmal Qureshi and Rajesh 
Snvastava had combined well for 
Bihar in their matches up to the 
semi final against Delhi 

In the first semifinal, Bihar beat 
Delhi, 84-72 while the second 
semi-final saw Tamil Nadu beat 
Andhra Pradesh, 79-53 
Delhi was placed third as 
Andhra Pradesh pulled out the 
^hiatch for the third and fourth 
positions 

Arun Kumar Thakur 




FRIPUNITHARA 


An India Pooja Cricks 


P.C. Naresh, the skipper of the State Bank of India receives the Rama 
Varma Kunjunni Thamparam Memorial trophy for the All India Pooja 
cricket championship from Mr. P. Gopinathan Nair, the Director 
General of Police, Kerala. State Bank of India, Madras defeated United 
Bank, Calcutta by four wickets. 
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F ollowing the 

remarkably high 
scxares in England last 
summer, the Test and 
County Cricket Hoard 
has declined to be 
rushed into making 
changes to restoi e a 
I better balance between 
I batsman and tjowler 
Apart {'lotn sceki ng a 
greater unilormity in 
the colour, the leather 
used and tautnoss of 
stitching, the basic 
specifications for the 
ball next season will 
remain unchanged 
The board’s cricket 
committee announced 
that the nine-strand, 
lower seamed 
ball - introduced last 
year, in place of the 
15-strand 

version—would be used 
again. 

It was felt, a further 
season was needed to 
monitor the full effect 
because of the part 
played in the batsmen's 
dominance by the 
exc-eptional hot weather. 
The committee felt that 
there was nothing 
wrong with bowlers 
being made to work 
harder for success. 


fllHE retired head coach 
A of MCC, Don Wilson 
looking back over the 
various ground-staff 
boys who worked for 
him, recalled one lad 
who was with him for 
six months in 1977. “I 
though he couldn’t bowl,” 
Wilson said. The lad, of 
course, was Ian Botham. 
“What a mistake,” 

Wilson mused. 

T he only time that 
camel racing featured 
in the news was when 
children were 
kidnapped and tied onto 
the backs of camels for 
the am usemen t of rich 
sheikhs. But it looks like 


SPORTING 



camel racing has come 
of age. The first full 
camel racing 
championship was held 
in thesemi-and north 


Australia. Though quite 
what these countries 
have to do with camels 
eludes me. 

With over 70 riders 



eastern province of 
Kenya. 

Called the Maralal 
International Camel 
Derby it was contested 
by riders from Britain, 
USA, Germany and 


A controversial 
tournament involving 
prize money is being held 
in Paris. Like In the movie 
‘Best of the Best’ the 
Europeans are taking on 
the South Korean 
ludokas 


taking part, there are 
plans to increase the 
racing distance so that 
the race can take place 
over 1,000 kms—a more 
accurate reflection of a 
camel 's gen nine abili ty 
than a quick gimmickey 
sprint. 

Suggestions Ijave also 
been made to ban the 
intensive and lethal 
Paris—Dakar Rally, and 
replace it with a camel 
marathon! 


J AHANGIR KHAN’S 
physical breakdown 
has already translated 
into deteriorating 
professional form. On 
the new world ranking 
issued by the 
International Squash 
Players' Association, 
Jahangir has dropped to 
second place behind 
Jansher Khan, the 












world ohampion. 
Jahangir Khan, the nuui 
who led the world game 
almost without 
Interruption since 1981 
must now face the 
prospect of losing 
contact with the top 
ranking forever. 

Ever since he won his 
ninth British Open title 
in April '90, he has 
constantly been 
dropping out of major 
tournaments while 
Jansher Khan has been 
winning them. 

It looks like the 
coronation of a new king 
18 finally about to take 
place 

T IHE leading European 
judo fighters and a 
team from South Korea 

Accidents like this have 
prompted FISA to set up 
a watchdog committee 



Kucera, president of the 
European Judo Union, 
he said, “It is an 
experiment, but there is 
more commercial 
involvement in all sport 
now and judo cannot 
Ignore that'" 

Despite an official EJU 
invitation, the Japanese 



have flatly refused to 
take part The founders 
of the sport think it will 
demean the sport 
Jean-Luc Rouge, 
techmcal director of the 
French federation which 
held a similar 
tournament said, 
“Whether we like it or 
not, money in sport 
means publicity and 
judo needs the 
publicity *’ 

F isa the goveming^ 
body of motoreport 
has setups "special 
safety enquiry 
commission" to 
investigate the 1990 
Formula One season 
after Ayrton Senna’s 
controversial World 
Championship win in 
Japan A report to be 
compiled later this year, 
will ‘judge the role of all 
participants — organise¬ 
rs, stewards, officials, 
teams and drivers," and 
will be used to decide 
who gets a licence for 
next season The 
watchdog committee is 
because of technical 
developments and the 
behaviour of certain 
drivers in recent 
months 

The move also came 
after Peiro Fusaro, 
president of Ferrari, 
complained to FISA 
about the Brazilian's 
clash with Alain Frost at 
Suzuka FISA said that 
there have been, 

‘incidents and accidents 
implicating certsun 
drivers' and that "the 
image of the world 
championship, which 
should be exemplary for 
the sport, has 
deteriorated ' 

The commission will 
investigate all aspects of 
the past season's races 
and will also look at 
possible rule changes 
for 1991 • 







CHAMPIONSHIPS ^ 


A review of the series of 
games held in New York as 
our focus shifts to Lyons, 
France for the second round 
in the Clash of the Titans 


A t the hallway stage of the 
world championship 
malch,a lot of speculation 
has arisen about Karpov’s 
chances of pulling off a 
major upset The focus 
has now shifted from New York to 
Lyons France 
Contrary to predictions, the 
match is tied at six points each 
after 12 games, with one win 
racked up by each player Karpov 
(people feel), must be on a high 
having definitely had the better of 
the exchanges so far 
The break should also be more 
useful to the 39-year-old Karpov 
than to the 27-year-old Kasparov 
That is the view of one school of 
thought Others say the world 
champion has survived playing 
some of the worst chess of ins 
career He will probably be able to 
use the break to muster his re- 
Karpov has received a fresh lease 
of life restoring his confidence 


sources and recover his form 

Kasparov probably put undue 
pressure on himself, by trying to 
win the match by the largest 
possible margin, rather than just 
win His confidence will have 
taken a beating but he has always 
shown the ability to learn quickly 
from his errors Now, his suppor¬ 
ters feel, he will review his mis¬ 
takes and put his head doVn and 
win 

Frankly, there is a lot to be said 
foi this point of view Kasparov 
has an astounding ability to i aise 
his game at the critical moment 
He came back from four games 
down in his first world cham¬ 
pionship match way bac k in 84 
Ho won the last game to tie the 
Seville match m ’87 when he had 
to win Ills nerves have never let 
him down when he has his back to 
the wall 

Karpov may be feeling confi- 
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dent Then again he too has made 
uncharactenst ic eri oi s having 
had serious winning c liances in 
eight games and convei ting only 
one ofthem into a full point Kar¬ 
pov has also been forced into mak¬ 
ing moves in the face o( time 
pressure something which he dis¬ 
likes pxc essively The foi mex 
woi Id champion may well be foxil- 
ing disappointed he is not actually 
leading 

The games have been a sti ange 
mixtui e ol the good the bad and 
theobscuie f vci y woi Id cham 
pionship mate h has leatuied blun¬ 
ders whic h I .111 only lie explained 
by excessive nei vous t( iision This 
match has howe\ot had fai too 
many of them 

The fii st lour t>amcs could be 
classified as imoiiK the best ever 
played Kai pov kept a slight 
advantage in the In st against 
Kasparov s Kings Indian Defence 


KASPAROV’S 
supporters say Garri 
has played as badly as 
he has ever done. He 
can only improve. 
Karpov on the other 
hand has played 
above himself and can 
only slide downhill. 
Whatever the beliefs, it I 
should be an 
interesting second half 


but the world chainpion made a 
well timed pawn offei to c'qualise 

In the second Kasparov used 
the Spanish opening ind a power¬ 
ful new idea to pull oil a brilliant 
victory against Kai puv s fierma- 
nent Zaitsev vai latioii 

The thixd was thi most interest¬ 
ing Kaspaiov 10 employed the 
KID which seems to be his main¬ 
line defence foi the match and sac 
rificed first the cxc hange then his 
queen fox a well c cxii dinated posi 
tion After reaching a wmmng 
position he let Karpov back into 
the game and a fighting di aw i e- 
sulted 

The fourth was t he fii st of Kar¬ 
pov’s serious slip ups Kasparov 

Kasparov had no competition 
except from himself He panicked 
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Kasparov and Karpov: Another time, another place.. 


ovei I eached ti ying to blaf>t the 
Zaitsev defence away He sax^n 
liced hif. entire quoen&ide but 
Kai pov blunder ed in time press 
uie allowing a pel petual check 
in a totally won game 

Altei this the standaidsdiop 
ped Incidentally Karpov who 
used to bt a king s pawn opener is 
lelying totally on the queen s 
p.iwn with white Kaspaiovwho 
used to piefei the queen s pawn 
has So fai only played the king s 
pawn in this match 

The filth and sixth games weie 
uneventful diaws Altei thetita 
nu stiugglesof tliethiidand 
I ou 1 1 h bot h playei s may have 
wanted to avoid iisks heie The 
seventh game featui ed an amaz¬ 
ing mistake by Kaspaiov Defend 
ing yet anothei KID he was 
labounng undei a slight dis 
advantage Despite having plenty 
of time on his clexk he pi oduced a 
queen move that led to an obvious 
forced loss Kai pov was appai ent 
ly dumbfounded but he wiapped 
up the point like a true profession 
al, to equalise the match 

The eighth game will probably be 
regarded as the psychological i 


turning point of the match if Kas 
parov letams the title Unlike 
other great players Gai ri Kaspai 
ov always does his utmost to win 
the very next game after a loss 
This can make him terribly 
vulnerable and he has several 
times lost two or three games in a 
row as a result 

Kai pov was completely outplay 
ed in the Spanish Opening once 
again Having i eached a winning 
position and driven Karpov into 
desperate time trouble Kasparov 
started making mistake aftei mis 
take He missed something like 
hall a dozen easy wins and ad 
journed in a dead lost position 

The second part of the drama 
came after adjournment as the 
nervous tension got to Karpov 
Karpov tried for eighty odd moves 
but he could not force a win in a 
major piece ending Kasparov was 
not just extremely lucky to scrape 
a draw, he must have experienced 
a huge lift psychologically This 
particular miss will haunt Karpov 
for the rest of his life If he had 
won the eighth game he would 
probably have been unstoppable 

The errors continued in the 


ninth and tenth games The ninth 
remember was played off while 
the eighth was still unfinished 
Both playei s blundered a pawn 
and the position equalised The 
tenth was inexplicably drawn in a 
complex position when Karpov 
held the advantage 
The eleventh and twelvth games 
met the same fate with Kai pov 
holding the edge both times and 
accepting the profei led peace pipe 
when he had everything to play 
for True he was under time press- 
ui e but still he cannot win the 
World Championship this way 
So th(> championship transfers 
itself to liyons with the situation 
equal Kasparov, one must note 
will retain the title if the match 
ends at twelve games all Karpov’s 
camp feel their principal will in¬ 
evitably convert his opportunities 
and win the second half 
Kasparov s supporters say Gar- 
ri has played as badly as he has 
ever done He can only improve 
Karpov on the other hand has 
played above himself and can only 
slide downhill Whatever the be¬ 
liefs, it should be an interesting 
secohd half 
BY DEVANGSHU OATTA 
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Extraordinaiy 


T he 31 CX;t 6 Nov issue of 
Sportsworld was in one 
sentence ‘beyond compare’ Every 
feature in the issue was praise 
worthy Every question asked by 
Br^iath was interesting and SMQ 
impressed with his very 
intelhgent answers Qautam 
Patole also did a brilliant job with 
the camera Freewheeling gave us 
the background of the interview 


and in short, it was a job well 
done Keep up the good work. 
VTTAMKUMAR BOSE. 
Darbhanga. 


IT UDOS to Sportsworld for 
X\coming out with the exclusive 
interview with Sunil Gavaskar 
Both Rohit Brijnath and Mudar 
Patherya deserve a ton of thanks 
for their excellent work The 
readers also got to see some ol the 
best photographs of the ‘Little 
Master’ 

S HUSSAIN, 

Dibrugarh 


K udos for presenting the 
exclusive tete-a-tete with the 
Little Master The interview was 
really engrossing^nd provided 
the readers a kaleidoscopic 
glimpse into Gavaskars’ 
post-retirement hie SMG has 
played a stellar role in uplifting 
Indian cricket by his sporting 
acumen Gavaskai’s 
determination and never say die 
spirit shall always serve as an 
example for the future 
sportspersons of India Three 
cheers to the living legend of 
Indian cricket 
SHASHANKSHEKHAR 
Meerut Cantt 


S UNIL GAVASKAR, with his 
interview made a comeback of 
sorts This was maybe the most 
extensive interview carried in 
Sportsworld Nevertheless we 
enioyed every bit of the interview 
The issue was surely a memento to 
preserve Sunny deserved it all 
right 

ARTA MISHRA, 

Cuttack 


A Helping Hand. 


C APITAL NOTES mentioned the assistance given 

by us to Sharad Joshi for his benefit match in Jodhpur 
May we, thi ough youi columns request ail senior cricketers to get 
in touch with us foi any help they may require for their benefit 
match We are in the process of trying to assist some who have 
already written to us and we are looking to do for as many as we can 
May we leassure them that there is absolutely no obligation to us 
tor this help The AIC wishes to express its members wish to 
reciprocate to senior cricketers for what they have put into the game 
S GUHAROY, CO-ORDINATOR 
Association of Indian Cricketers 
















READERS’ QUIZ 


I He won 4 
. sing^los, 9 
^doubles and 8 mixed 
doubles titles at the 
All England 
Badminton 
Championship. He 
was ‘knighted’ for his 
contribution to the 
sport. He also became 
the national chess 
champion of Great 
Britain. Who was he? 

2 In the 19th 
. century, which 
sport was jocularly 
known as ‘Hockey at 
the half and ‘Scotch 
croquet’? 

3 According to 
. Greek 

mythology, who is the 
goddess of chess'? 

4 In his choice of 
. World XI, Jim 
Laker nominated Ray 
Lindwall as one of the 
opening bowlers. Who 
was the other? 

5 Which cricketer 
. said, “Captaincy 
is 90 per cent luck 
and 10 per cent skill 
But, for god’s sake, 
don’t try to be captain 
without that 10 per 
cent”? 

6 With which 
. sport is the term 
‘Hog’s back’ 
associated? 

7 In 1977, who 
. won the singles 
title at the first ever 
Asian Tennis 
Championship for 


QUESTIONS 


ANSWERS' 


1 George Tomas, after whom the Tomas Cup is 

named 

2. Golf 

3 Caisa 

4 Bishen Singh Bedi 

5. Richie Benaud of Australia. 

6 Equestnan. It is an obstacle with a high rail set 
between two lower ones 

7. Kiran ‘Crane’ Bedi. the famous IPS officer, beat 
Susan Das 6-2,6-0 in the final. 

8. Stefan Edberg and Steffi Graf respectively. 

9. Pole 

1 b. Calcutta Cricket Club (estd. 1792). 

1t lanWoosnam 

12. G.M. Trevelyan, the great histonan. 

13. Illie Nastase. 

14 Miruts Yifter, whose age was guessed to be 
anything from 26 to 46 and, in fact was 37 when he 
did the 'double' in Moscow, '80. 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
SUBRATAHALDAR, 

B.C. MUKHERJEE ROAO, 

P.O. TRIBENI, 

DISTRICT H006HLY. 

WEST BENGAL. 


RATING TEST 

ABOVE 12: Wish you were part 
of our quiz team. 

BETWEEN 9 AND 12; You are 
not too bad. 

BELOW 9: Sportsworid reading 
recommended. 

All answers to the quiz has been sent in by the 
contributor 


women? 

8 In 1984 at the 
. Los Angeles 
Olympics, tennis was a 
demonstration sport. 
Who won the men’s 
and women’s singles 
titles? 

9 Frontier guards 
. of Red China 
came to Hong Kong to 
see him. A ten-day 
truce was declared in 
the Biafra-Nigeria 
war so that people in 
both countries could 
see him. Name the 
person? 

1 O Which 
JL W . is the 
second oldest cricket 
club in the world? 

Which golfer 
X . is nicknamed 
‘The Welsh Dragon’? 

■4 ry Who wrote, 

X /O . “If the 
French nobility had 
played cricket with 
their peasants, there 
might have been no 
revolution”*? 

A Q Who won the 
JL O . Indian 
national tennis 
singles title in 1968 
and then again in 
1969? 

A A Which 
JL ^ . Olympic 
athletic champion 
remarked, “You can 
steal my pigs, steal 
my goats, but you 
cannot take away my 
age”? 





NO LONGER A 
PRIMA DONNA 


This is the most bizarre episode in even his stormy days at Napoli... 



The Japanese have 
offered Maradona £10 
million to play for one 
year in 1991. Already 
one of their companies 
pays him £1 million a 
year to sponsor orange 
juice, so the £10 million 
needed to buy up his 
contract with Napoli is 
nothing but small 
change.. 



D iego MARADONA fmally caught up with his Napoli ooUeagues 
in Moscow, two days late He even came off the substitutes' bench 
to score a goal in a penalty shoot-out, but Napoli are out of the 
Champions’ Cup and now he looks to be headed for his final split 
with a club that has surely tired of his tantrums 
Maradona's six years with Napoli have been racked by rows but 
this one was always going to become the most bizarre from the moment he 
told them he could not travel to Moscow for the match against Spartak 
because he did not fancy playing in the cold and snow It was also thought 
he regarded Moscow as the last place he wanted to spend his wedding 
anniversary 

Three other players called at his home, where he had locked himself m, 
to plead with him to change his mind But Maradona refused and Napoli 
left without him The next visitors to knock on his door, at midnight were 
two leaders of the fanatical “Ultras,” the supporters’ club What they told 
him will perhaps never be known, but it is fair to assume they said “Either 
you play, or Naples will be too hot to hold you ’’ 

Maradona, wisely, left for the airport with his wife, business manager, 
trainer and bodyguard and flew out in a private jet, landing in Moscow on 
Wednesday, 40 minutes after midnight 
Corrado Ferlamo, president of Napoh, said “Anyone who doesn’t 
travel with the team, doesn’t play ” But Alberto Bigon, the coach, said 
"What IS more important*^ Losmg dignity, or losing the cup*!*’’ 

They resolved their problem by going halfway and putting Maradona on 
the subs bench This, remember, is the man they pay around £1 6 million 
($2 million) a year, plus bonuses And there he hngered as the teams, who 
drew 0-0 in the first leg, struggled to give the 102,000 ferns a goal 
It made no difference and the match went into the shoot-out It revived 
memories of Maradona missmg a penalty for Argentina against Yugosla¬ 
via in the World Cup finals last summer, but this time he score^ Too late, 
though, to save Napoli and they went out 5-3 so now they have lost their 
chance of winning the cup as well as their dlgmty He bA« 

frequently challenged the competence of Bigon, the coach and, in 
February, 1989, he seemed on the brink of a move to Marseille 
Napoli could easily decide they have had enough and they could qmckly 
solve the problem of getting rid of him The Japanese have offered 
Maradona £10 million to play for one year in 1901, when they start their 
first professional league Already one of their companies pays him £1 
million a year to sponsor orange jmce, so the £10 million needed to buy up 
his contract with Napoh is nothing but small change 
Maradona said as he left Moscow (with the team) “I have plenty of 
things to say to Mr Ferlaino ” 

And Mr Ferlaino, undoubtedly, had plenty of thingrs to say to him 


PAUL HOUSE 


OowlMir Tt« Eurapaan 
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Liz Smylie (right) and Mary Joa Fernandez: You 
don't get noticed Juat by playing tennia 


IN VOGUE 


In camera 


W lfAT do tennis 
rtars do when 
they're not 
playing tennis? 
Th^'re playing upto 


the camera, that’s 
what. A few of the sexy 
ones chuck or rather. 
get out of their tennis 
togs and transform 
themselves into perfect 
models. That is the in 
thing. 

This sudden surge to 
get a new image off 
court seems to be the 
new fed amongst the 
pro>tennis players of 
the WITAfWomen’s 
International Tennis 
Association). In their 
spare time they hang 
up their tennis rackets 
and undergo a rather 
fascinating (but 
beautiful) 
transformation. 
Remember Steffi's 


revealing pictures in 
Vogue? Or gawky 
Monica Seim, who 
made you chew your 
nails In awe. 

Two products of this 
beauti^ chan^ are 
pros Liz Smylie, who 
shoulders-arms in a 
black tafetta outfit and 
Mary Joe Fernandez 
who makes you wish 
like pulling up a chair 
for her. No doubt, 
you’ll agree with us 
that the women of the 
WITA are a little more 
than Just calendar 
girls. 

Sorry we couldn’t 
show you the rest of 
them. 


I 


FORCE IS WITH HIM 


Cops behind Senna 


T 



W E’VE got the latest from Brazil. 
Formula One racing has a world 
champion who goes by the name of 
Ayrton Senna. He is also famous for his on 
the track crash ups with another gentlemen 
who goes hy the name of Alain Frost... 

That’s enough of the FI scene. The news is 
that Mr Senna is in a spot of personal trouble 
and this time the place is Brazil, his very oYm 
territory. Police officials have agreed^to 
provide him with just that extra hit of 
‘ securiity because he might he hfdnapped. At 














MONEY FOR NOTHING? 


Kaiser krunch 


SHOWING SOME LEG 


Out of view 


W^yOBTAN’S DmoaIa AtlilatM •!« not too 

l^hi^py with tho trootmoat that to boine 

* dlohod out to IhMn. Modal wlnmiMOthoy 
maj not bo bat oriiat thsx want 1« a dogroo of 
liborallom In thoirfo dp o o tloo oporto. Mila la 


qolttlng. Tho pndiloaiia oimplo: tli 03 r*vo 






Tho loot tlmo thla kind of miraelo took 
plaoo waa wap book la 1078. Bat oTor alnoo 
tho Moallmftindantoatallata took oror.tko 
traekaoltaeawaaacalalntrodaood. With 
tho oomlng of Booaalr’a govommont tho 
boUof waa that womoa’a athlotiea woald 
ondorge a dramatle ohango (of elothoo) bttt 
with Bonaslr bolog topplod ^ tho now 
goTonunmit It will bo book to baggjr aolta. 

What'a nuiro mon will bo banaod firom 
watohing aporta llko womon'ahookopaad 
traok and Hold, not to montloa awlmnuag. 
Tho mloB aro oimplo: only thooo dlaelpUnoa 
of apart ooold bo watebod whoro tho 
ndnlmom amount of flooh (or rathw akin) la 
ospooad. Iha root of tho dlaolpUnoa aro i^on 
to vlowlng. And no pun Intondod <m that ono. 






A fter a high, there 
Is io most cases the 
Inevitable low. And 
this is exactly what has 
happened to 

Be^enbauer. The man’s 
credibility is on the line 
In France. Marseille, the 
defending French league 
champion dub has had 
to face three consecutive 
defeats in six matches as 
a result of which they 
have been toppled from 
the top of the league 
table. 



Sanna; A vfetim Of ftia own fama 


least that is what police chief Antonio 
FernapdoCpsta said, “He is a person of great 
natio^tfaihe and will always be a perfect 
target. Prom now on he will have constant 
, police protection when he is in Brazil.” He 
■ also went ahead and confirmed that there 
was a plot to kidnap Senna who arrived home 
^ in ^privateJet,attheeiidofthe FI season. 

BeedSi ilie i^enna*alwiiidM» with danger ^ 
whether heeomes wf pf this one. Or shall tve 




Oernard Tuple the 
owner of Marseille, is 
beginning to question the 
wisdom of hiring the 
services of the Kaiser to 
run the dub. When he 
dgned up the Kaiser he 
admiltted to have had 
taken a risk, when the 
club was not doing well. 
“Given Franz’s 
competence I regarded 
the risk as zero.” 

But Marseille has lost 
three out of six league 
games and all with teams 
from the bottom half of 
the standings. A very 
frustrated Tape!, said: 

“1 wanted him to impose 
a different type of 
football. My probtem is 
to know whether thb 
dUfereot approach wlO 
pay off befbre It's too 
late.” 

On the other hand, 
Attxerre, a low budget 
team from Burgundy has 
lathe meanwhile 
dethroned Marseille. 

Their coach, took a pot 
shot at the competence of 
Bcckenbeiicr, saying, 
“Obvioasly money Is not ' 

ntt that natters to i < 

fixdbaii,**hcsHii* 

Far soBw people it 

^ ‘A. > . ./Si., 




















Pete Davies 
has achieved 
instant 

celebrityhood. 
His method: 
dubious but 
simple—he 
pulled off the 
biggest 
journalistic 
betrayal of our 
time. For a 
year he 
mingled with 
England’s 
World Cup 
squad, drank 
their coffee, 
hitched lifts in 
their cars, ate 
at their tables 
and watched 
television in 
their hotel 
bedrooms... 
And now the 
players find 
themselves 
variously 
portrayed in 
Davies’ recent 
book as 
money¬ 
grabbing, 
racist, foul 
mouthed or 
drunk... 






Journalist-novelist PETE DAVIES 








“I would like lo gel hold 
ol him hy the neck. "—Terry Butcher 

about the author 









SCANDAL 


IN THE FAMILY 



E NGLAND’S World Cup squad is 
regretting Its one own gc^ of the 
Italia ’90 tournament; allowing a 
punk novelist into its camp. His 
newly-published book is causing the 
greatest anguish in team circles since 
Chris Waddle’s penalty shot went over 
the^bar in the semifinal against West 
Oermany. 

The 471 pages of All Played Out have 
so far attracted three threats of libel 
action. Players, officials, agents and 
sports journalists are complaining 
Pete Davies has betrayed their trust by 
repeating private conversations. 

For a year Davies drank their coffee, 
hitched lifts in their cars, ate at their 
tables and watched television in their 
hotel bedrooms while researching what 
he boasted would be the "best football 
book ever.” They now find themselves 
variously portrayed as money-grabbing, 
racist, foul-mouthed or drunk. 

Bobby Robson, England’s former 
manager and the man who gave Davies 
ppjjyileged access to his players, is 
furiotis at finding an off-the cuff remark 
he made about an Irish player (“That 
McCarthy—he’s a dirty bugger”) in print. 
Robson had Invited Elavies into his hotel 
room and the pair were watching a 
match between Ireland and Romania 
when Robson made the comment. 

*Tt’s the t 3 rpe of football jargon you use 
every time you look at football. How 
dreadful he la printing such private 
utterances,” said Robson. “Pete Davies 
has been very selfish and let everybody 
down." 

Robson’s anger is shared by'Andy 
‘^loxburgh, Scotland’s manager, who last 
veek telephoned Terry Butcher, 
England’s centre-half, demanding to 
mow why Butcher is quoted in the book 
IS describing him as a “ned”, a Scottish 
ilang word foy hooligan. Butcher was 
forced to apologise. 

JJhe player, who captained EnglApd in 
loting semifinal, is himself 
odnsldsi^og legal action against Davies, 
nxebook has him confessing to being 
btotto" on champagneat Luton airport 



Bobby Robson, is furious 
at finding a remark about an 
trisb piayer in print: 

“That McCarthy, a dirty bugger 
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Yet he has 
worked hard, 
seen much, 
tells the truth 
about 
England’s 
embattled, 
often 

maltreated 
fans, and 
captures the 
frenzy of those 
turbulent 
weeks. I 
strongly 
recommend 
his book, but 
with the 
strongest 
reservations... 


Whan England tort tbalr WOrM Cup 
aemi'final In Turin lart July to Wert 
Oennany, Paul Qaaooigne wi^ on ills 
field, and Pete Dayiee wept in the 
Press box. The image was signUtoant. 
A hybrid figurb, Davies was n^tiher 
(an nor Joumallrt but an amalg^ of 
both. l>ans don’t, or shouldn't, ait in 
the Press box. iSni^iiA (botball Jour¬ 
nalists are not knoWnVto weep. 
Perhaps, as one SbigiUsh J^numalirt 
suggsrtsd, whsl Davies tniy 
sented were the "(axirtnes"; file unoffi¬ 
cial dubs, ourious btendsdruie. loyal^ 
ty, oufrag^ and alfeotton. ‘ . 

Though <fiteu wilfaUy ug^ 
coarse, Daviss's writing ;ii. on.lfie 
whois, (hr brt^ than that Of t^ i^- 
ainss; but there’s a slinllarity of tbps, f ’ 
sort of gresn-syefifUdttg^^ ' 

the mocpl btttnigs and irapsriqrUg^' av 
little voids ts ou|iijg« ^ ,oould fitirit: 
. bettar than you;*; i/HC i-.v >' r 


IrOnioaUy,, QaYM/in his boi^, 4^ 
do it better uisn. asf journaHst who 
oovsrsd Etogiand in tl^ world Ciqil 
W hat he had. and what they may 
be green-eyed about, waa totrt aooiae 
to the jdayerb and fiieir manager. 
Often he need it well. ScaneUniee he 
abused it. Dependix^Tvon where you 
stand, he may be regarded aa a gifted 
observer, a novelirt turning hie gaee 
on a curious, hermetic world, or a 
spiteful Utfis anaak. , r. 

If the book has been read for Ubd^ 
one wonders^ ag^art, .what can have 
been toft out. l^t fim,^ hardly ai^> 
thing eeexhs to have been toft out. 
Among Daviee's undoubted gifts, oou- 
,oieion does not fig^. A slave to his 
tape recorder, on Which he has grt 
mOny a fascinating interview, ha 
throws each one in whoteaale, often 
dertroylng the rhyfiun of his book. 
Plunged into the maeletrom of the 
World Cup. wondering what will hap. 
p«i next, what our hero will be up to, 
we are as likely aa not .to betrtcan bartfc 
in time to the team’s fingliah retoeaf, 
for pages on end of an interview 
DaviesJurt cannot bear to throw avniy. 

; Access was. guaranteed to him pire- 
irtsely because be was not a Joumaliet; 
RSlrtione betwerti die Press and Eng¬ 
land’s players, well before the World 
Cup b(«wn, were appalling, a Subject. 
Davies writes about frequently and,' 
finaky, with ob^tivity, though pa 
nbvrt sees the picture quite whc^. 
Wlti relations breaking down kji; 

the exmit that in Bologna, Oasortgni^ 
fiirSw A:irap of Coca-Cola at a coltoipNguel 
Who was talking to Joumaliata, Davies 
inoreaeingly became peraona grata to' 
fito toam.;' -...; , > , ■‘'/■K' 

, Htogr^af footbrtttosuffiotentfor^ 
him to aak.xfPevant queaUnns and get, 
soma vtay rkveaUng answera; not laaef 
these fTm^ the two gifted wingers, 
Ct^.^afidkiand Jblin Barnes, on the 
Bobedii’a infle^l^^; 
.jbWsk^aj|u*t'4^-etectioi^ - v.'.'S, 
: |{eklepb‘4ti&^ to aynpNdhatioafiy 
aa^ ' vlvkijy pkPured in all fato oeb^; 

* meti sfiXt obsMsed fUf) 
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Dick Wragg, former chairman of English FA s 
international committee Is nuoted as telling the 
author that his friends “don 'I like to see a lot of 
black people In the teams .. Wragg says “It s a 
bloody lie "... 


Ytt. wduM «v«a,4 rCflMr. lil 


lb IfeMt , 

who^b«dtli0tbn«r^bto4aii^^ ! 

JQK‘d bMtt oaitod |U> 

4turarar» wbei«*4 ill# bii0a?«»iKt tbi “* > 

itMMi «M juat itagciiriiw. It was wr ' 
uf ty dUpby of fMlly notay laa* 
iDatiurUy.” ” 

‘ ,Tarry. Butobar* BB8laiidi*ii ptnpMt ' 
lia|f. may IS# flufboib ^ 

Pavlaa^portiay^lofbbii. ' 

Mmi— amony otbar tIUoga, denlyr 
rafiny SootlaiKr# taiuA uuma^ Bob*, 
by Robaoa, ‘ inoauUotialy tayltlny 
Oavtoa toXr#tan4 oa Mevl* 

atoio to toa room, ia quc^ aa o ri Mo g 
toa Irito oeiitm ludf'^a dirty bugg«n 

Tbe Joumabatat toavitably, fun fito' 
worae. thougti l^vtoi vary pecpmlty 
ribukea tba tdayara on tbair dmiM# 
'^tondardr, aa wfaao Oiey rafbaa to 
Bpiaak to tharpraaa tmlaaa thay rgoeivo 
larya aunto of monay fto tbato 
oolumna. He alao admotoaJHea tba 
|day«ra tor totting to ctlattogotab be- 
, twaan ona kind of JournMiat and 
anotoer. not l8B8t betwaan tba football 
r' raportara and tba ‘‘rottera*. 

Davlaa hlmadf ia nto'toinnina toom 
dottbla atandarda. Ka wrltaa of a 
/i monumantaily axpanaiva oonfnrenoa 
about fbotbaU, bato to lloramw, wbkdi 

toyaabT attondad. Yundad by tba 
Btoropiaa Community, it iMt^ a 
. k^ of o(^t|^ raliaf for otiaoura mo* 
>tooiil,|Mto«^ mumbling th^ 
baual. nutobMUl p^wra. A aoen^ 

‘footly mam ona might bava thought, 
to VwMo unftugivtog pan; but be 
aaomod to foal .at bom# tbara. 

^ YtobahaaiaQ)rlcadhard,aamiB»]ob, 

'Mia tb# t#utb aitout 

oAaitr to#)tr«alad.tonm ai4 t#t^ 



and diecuBStog the Italian words for 
various sexual acts. 

“I would like to get hold of him by the 
neck,” said Butcher. “He was allowed 
into places where nobody else could go. 
Everybody was so good to him. ” 

John Holmes, agent for Gary Lineker, 
England’s new captain, gave Davies a lift 
in his taxi from the team hotel m 
Bologna. They chatted during the brief 
Journey. Holmes bought the book and 
found himself referring to Peter Swales, 
the chairman of Manchester City and 
now chairman of the Football 
Association’s international committee, as 
“walking round like a football yob.’’ 

Now both men are furious. Holmes said 
he had no idea the conversation would be 
quoted; “There is a difference between a 
jokey remark and something that is put 
down in print and then sounds like a 
serious allegation,” he said. 

Other FA officials are also impaled by 
Davies’s prose. Dick Wragg, 80, who 
retired after the World Cup as chairman 
of the international committee, is quoted 
as telling the author that his friends 
"don’t like to see a lot of black people in 
the teams.” Wragg said: “It’s a bloody lie 
Never in this world did I say that. It’s a 
nasty business: this book will upset a lot 
of people.” 

At the moment, Heinemann, the book’s 
publisher, is collecting favourable 
reviews (“Davies... has come 
tantalisingly close to doing for Enghsh 
football what Tom Wolfe did for 
spacemen in The Right Stuff,” said The 
IMependent) as its lawyers fended off 
the threat of legal action. 

Davies, whose previous book, 
OoUarville, was a novel peopled by 
dope-smoking astronauts and 
psychopathic policemen, is unrepentant. 
He wrote the book in 56 days after 
returning from Italy 

"We have had three feeble threats so 
far, but I can’t imagine any player 
suing.” he said. “I have quoted from 
conversations where I think it is relevant 
toshow what people’s attitudes are. I 
don’t think I have let anyone down. ” 



Rep. of Ireland’s 
McCarthy: ‘a dirty 
bugger’ 


By MAURICE 
ITIEN 




I P Munshi Pre- 
mchand had been 
around, he might 
have bought a Rs 20 
ticket and sat out in the 
sun watching Sachin 
Tendulkar at the Sigra 
Stadium. Benaras, on 13 
and 14 November. 

Benaras was hosting 
its flrst important crick¬ 
et tournament for the 
Krishi Export Trophy 
(‘Mahaa Kumbh mela' 
said one of the organis¬ 
ers in a fit of rhetoric). 
There was just the masa¬ 
la you needed to write a 
novel on the intricacies 
of Benarasi spoken- 
literature, the inhuman¬ 
ity of police action on 
teenaged autograph 
hunters, the gentle sway 
of 'bhaisaas' (cows, I 
mean) holding up a con¬ 
voy of cyles, Marutis 
and rickshaws at the en¬ 
trance to the stadium, 
and-no-entry signs 
being put up just about 
where the police failed to 
control the 'tiraafeek'. 

Oh Benaras! Having 
toured the world I can 
safely say that for sheer 
audio spice no cricket 
venue, save Antigua, 
has been more amusing. 

I remember having 
emerged jetlagged in the 
Caribbean and having 
gone on to the last one- 
day international in 
somewhat of a daze. 
Suddenly, 1000 watt- 
speakered music blared, 
the well-muscled Ras¬ 
tafarians swung their 
hips, boozed and hicced 
as early as 9 am and 
what we had was a crazy 
carnival masquerading 
as a one-day interna¬ 
tional. 

Since then I realised 
that the best way to 
judge a cricket centre 
was by ear. Literally. 
Close your eyes, tune the 
body’s audio in and sam¬ 
ple the sounds at a oricj 



et ground. 

1 did exactly that in 
Benaras. This is what I 
heard: "Ab maidan me 
taaa (rhymed with farce) 
ke liye dono kaptaan 
Jaatey hue" on the 
ground megaphone. A 
lavishly-oiled teenaged 
head shouted ‘Abbey 
motka' at Ashok Malhot- 
ra. What amused me no 
6 nd was how the Benara- 
sis added their own suf¬ 
fix to just about every 
word they spoke. For ex¬ 
ample, Sachin became 
‘Sachinva’, Arun Lai be¬ 
came ‘Lalva’. Furth¬ 
ermore, someone went 
to the extent of shout¬ 
ing: An oo ka late-cutva 
maaris!’ (What a late- 
cuti). 

What one had com¬ 
pletely overlooked was 


that the Benarasis are 
capable of abusing as 
well. A suitable occasion 
wasn’t an important pre- 
requisite for choice 
words; as long as ten 
spectators jointly felt 
like it, they shouted 

‘Bhaag, bhaag, bho . 

ke/’ Just no-reason- 
please-yourself shout¬ 
ing. It would never have 
happened in Calcutta. I 
told observers nearby. 
The culturally upright 
Bengali would have 
argued that it would be 
mighty 'oshobho' (unre¬ 
fined) to insult a guest. 
In Banaras, the public 
shouted, the police 
laughed, the player 
laughed. Amazing. 

Just about as amazing 
was the intensity of in¬ 
terest in what weis essen¬ 





vmh ghMs of ^with 


ich shot in the Gangs disqualifying the 
batsman from further strike 


tially a piddly, semi- 
competitive tournament. 
A capacity 12,000 crowd 
turned up both days to 
watch; the general con¬ 
versation seemed to drift 
in the direction of 
‘Arrey, Qopalva (Shar- 
ma) ka ganit gendbaaji 
kar rahil ho’ (how well 
Gopal Sharma is bowl¬ 
ing); whether Dhruv 
Pandove would make the 
Indian side this season 
or the next or never; 
whether Rajinder Singh 
plays for East Bengal or I 
Mohun Bagan in the Cal- | 
cutta first division; and- 
(hold your breath)I 
whether the host captain 
should- have tossed the 
coin or the visiting one 
at the start of the match. 

It’s an amazing thing, 
walking the byianes of 
Benaras and ovei'hear- 
ing bets being laid ‘Oo 
Manjrekar bhaiyya sen- 
churi karega! Bees 
rupiye ki baaji lagaao\ 
(Manjrekar will score a 
century. Anyone caring 
to bet Rs 20 ?). 

The tradition in Be¬ 
narasi betting is that' 
whoever wins doesn’t 
take the bread home; a 
round of mithaaia is 
ordered and everyone, 
from shopowner to bys¬ 
tanders to passersby, 
shares the treat. 

Each summer a night¬ 
long tournament is play¬ 
ed on the historic ghats 
of this temple-city with 
each shot into the 
Ganges disqualifying 
the batsman from furth¬ 
er strike. 

Oh, I could keep writ¬ 
ing of Benaras.. .perhaps 
I could keSp reai^g too, 
provided Mr Pr^mchand 
had been there as an 
anonymous spectator on 
those sunlit afternoons 
in my memory of mid- 
November. 

Mudsr PattMiya 



















FROM EASY CUSTOMS CLEARANCE. 




TO RAPID TRANSIT AND DELIVERY 



WE TAKE IT DOOR TO DOOR EVEHYTIME 


STILL THINK WE RE JUST 
A COURIER COMPANY? 


21 years ago, we pioneered the air express industry. Since then, through a network spanning over 180 countries, 
we've become the fastest, most reliable way of delivering packages and documents worldwide. We offer you one 
door-to-door service, one all-inclusive invoice, and one truly global network You can depend on the dedication of 
over 20,000 professionals, supported by over 7,000 vehicles and aircraft So if you have any packages and 
documents that need to be in safe hands from beginning to end, call us for an immediate pick-up 
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DHL THE COURIER DIVISION OF AIRFREIGHT LIMITED 


We are listed in the Yellow Pages/Teleptione Directories 
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with the smooth choice! 















inc uNf\NuvvH Lire ur nuutti miLLM 



FREE POSTER; ALLAN BORDER 













To check hair loss and dandruff, don’t use 
anything else except Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer. 


I use it. It really works!” 

Use Keo Karpin Hair Vitalizer regularly each morning 
an hour before bath And before going to bed 
Massage it well into the scalp with iingeiups Your 
hair will stay healthy and beauufol 

Keo4Caipin Hiir VitaUzer ooottdos I 

• Keiaun The essential cxmstituent of hair (1) 

• Biotin Prevents excessive hair loss (2) 

• Panthenol Revitalizes damaged hair (3) 

• Nicotinic And Enhances absorption of the drug (4) 

• Resorcmol Checks dandruff (5) 

• Halkyl Prevents scalp infection (5) 

Refefeilce:(l)Vinlub.lt Moclilnla.l0ihed|ii7tt 1983 
(tlSciMl t Dnar&CiBiKDdndusrv 11.1213« l^(3)Dran)lVll 
DrapaCasiKacInduBy p IIS32 l979(r)Knnz.JCaal nwm. 
i3incvi(sorMednlRwnp95S 
ncnamp 302.32 1902 

The proven scientific way 
to prevent hair losh and dandruff. 

* k Mlci pRpicMn. 
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The agony of the moment 
captured forever: Mohd. 
Azharuddin tells Arun Lai 
that he Is being dropped 
This was while Arun Lai 
was practising at the nets 
half an hour before the 
start of the Test match 
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Miot vs tfiS Icjnct box' 


IBECKEKhM riiWMWipiiii MBtcSM-bMtMjr 

oMagqritea 19lmVk»HM,*Tfliiiit w wi St lwTVcanMiy 
bottMttw iMniiWMial tlMl|lfilil^pdMi*l 

H.Oirit,lN*i ilwMSI M eaj BWi irg daMse^Bul year the 

gitasaaStiy caMhareealy aaa aliM ftiar itiiia i fl aa B i ti 

viowwilhtte aftaalhatwaaiahHrd AaaMnfhaatoain. 


m AAHasihatttiMaM 


MtawcaBa aaaqaasy 

■Otaalaaict harSflaaliMSiiwiay.'* 

MagalMl ThertaaoSiCBS. 


TVpaad aMI tarlwOcr 


htpoTTVlB CgShthe ita a o a why Now vhat was that 

Backer b a hooiehoM aboatoitliiif thehran 

Speaktagtothe aaae la the US today, oaebdt^oa? 

Bodwr: No. 2 ployor but No. 1 eribbor 
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i FIFA’S 
LATEST GOAL I 


Wden the gool-posts 


T he FIFA has 
beenreceiviiiga 
iotofflaklatdy. 
Things got worse 
whenthey 
announced recently 
that the site of the 
goals may have to be 
increased in order to 
put an end to the 
goal drought that 
had been witnessed 
during Italia *90. 

No sooner had this 
controversy died 
down. FIFA dropped 
their own exclusive 
bombshelL The idea 
according to the 
latest FIFA bulletin 
was not their own 
but the brainchild of 
(hold your breath) 
the Scottish Football 
Association. And if 
that isn’t enough, a 
trial game was 
played with’sUghtly 
, larger goals’in what 
it calls (rather 
unfairly) ”the 
football hinteriand 
of France”, and 
stressed that a 
person of the calibre 
of Beckenbauer (no 
less!) is all for 
taking a Ibok at this 
question! 

And Just as a fresh 
lot of discussions are 
about to begin in this 
, eoatextifr 
" Bewenbauer comes 
upwitbanothmr^ 


th^redudikt A 









And his shady connections 


S ’ ALVATORBSCHiLLACiialHthehotteat.I 
meaHWluUdogou(kiffgouarea$tar,§taiftn 
ltom9aikl$omeoiumitke/ltU$Uip$gou 
duHngagame. Youatpare them withgour 
eouueetimu thuYe wftot. You threaten them vdth 
their ttvee... 

Thatieexaetig what ‘Toto'SehiUaeidida/tera 
league game in italg. AUegatione were made that 
the JuventuM etar threatened to have Bologna 
defender Fabio Poll ‘ehoYa/tera tenee Italian 
league game. The Italian Soccer Federation has 
Instituted an enquiry into the incident. Mow at 
least we know that behind SchiUacFs maniacal 
look there lies a murderous mind. 

Newspaper reports claim that PM slapped 
SehiUaei as they leB the Held after Uu match 
which Juventus won I-d. SchiUaei livid at being 
struck threatened PM saying, "Youarethrm^h 
now, ru have you shot."Does Schillaci have 
connections with theMoBa? 

Well, he was been htSU^flhe home of the 
Mafia. 

You don’t moM witfi Toto on hit turf 




For Qaaea, cuddling with Maggw 
haa had ha bad offscta 


I GAZZA AND MAGGIE I 


Cuddle for a cause 


T he Blurts lov$ their heroes. Paul •Garza* 
Gascoigne deJInUefyquai^led as one e^r the 
WoHdCup. But the Brits also love to brii^ them 
down (via dw tabloids) when they have a chance. And 
toGmzafeU. 

It M started when he paid a visit to Mt^ie Thatcher 
(the ex-prime minister) when the chips were downfiw 
heraswett. Thatcher, ever the shrewdpoUdcbm 
cooked iqt the meeting using Gazza as a last straw. 
Thatcher and Gaxza cudMed for a photograph and it 
was enoi^h to send the British newspapers in a tizzy. 
TIds gesture hsu since received wide puUicity in 
Britain. The reason/or Thatcher’s move wtuquBe 
dmpie as some (sdf proclaimed) experts say U was to 
fight dudahnsef a group called MBBaiUTendeney 
who ctdbdGazzaa^nd because rtf his working doss 
GeonBe roots and because hie mtdn was rtfhsing to 
piqt the poBtax.Gazza hat HOW been labelled a 
turncoat. 

Thefivnt pages rtf ^ MUIIant Youth newspr^r 
wtoefirUef stories abotrt how Gaxza had told out by 
heipbig Thatcher \dwn the Witt desperate for a 
psMidty boost, and tqytdiat Bobby Bryson was right 
to dub Gazxa, "asdqflatabruth." 








i PERSONALITY 



E’S JUST four 
months away 
from his Slst 
birthday,lost his 
coveted No 1 
world rankiner 
during the 
summer 
after a remark 
able 80 weeks 
at the top and, 
as everyone 
keeps 

reminding him, 
still hasn't won 
Wimbledon. But 
suggest to Ivan 
Lendl, now 
very much a 
veteran in 
an age of teenage tennis, that he’s 
getting too old for a fight and he 
snaps back with a bark as 
convincing as that of his five 
German Shepherd dogs back 
home in Greenwich, Connecticut, 
in the United States. 

“You ask Stefan Edberg or Boris 
Becker and they will tell you that 
if I play my best I'm going to beat 
anybody,” said Lendl, whose five 
titles this year, including the 
Australian Open, increased his 
career total to 88, second only to 
Jimmy Connors' record of 109 in 
men's tennis. 

“If you take care of your body 
and do a lot of rehabilitation, you 
can slow the ageing process down. 
I’m still No 3 in the world and 
kicking pretty hard. Don’t write 
me off yet,” 

A few yeaxB ago, when he was 
unfairly perceived as an 
uninteresting player with no 
personality, Lendl might have 
replied in a seemingly dismissive 
way, wary as he was of media 
motives. 

But now that he has mellowed 
with age, he shows not only 
politeness and frankness but also 
demonstrates a smiling, friendly 
touch that many of his 
fellow-professionals sorely lack. 
When a Dutch journalist 
addressed him as Mr Lendl, he 
replied; “It’s Ivan, by the way.” 

So what about retirement? “I 
play because I eojoy the exercise, 
working out and competing. I 
don’t enjoy the travelling. That’s 


Ivanlidndl; 

whose 
last win 
was the 
Australian 
Open , 
in January^ 
says, 

‘If I play my 
bestI can 
still beat 
anybody’ 





three positive to one negative. It’s 
very simple; as long as I enjoy 
playing and am doing reasonably 
well, I’ll carry on. That means 
being in with a chance to win the 
Grand Slam tournaments. 

"If I was playing poorly but still 
enjoying it, it would be a tough 
decision what to do. I’d either have 
to compromise on the quality or 
q\iit. But I can tell you that if I was 


^DonH 


still playing well but was not 
enjoying it, I would definitely 
quit.” 

“My world is not wrapped 
around tennis, that’s a popular 
misconception. 1 treat tennis as a 
job which also happens to be my 
hobby. Like those who work nine 
to five, I go to my ofHce and the 
moment I finish work, I don’t 
worry about it. 
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"I play with my daughter, who 
IS now SIX months old, maybe go 
golfing or play with the dogs 
People who don’t know me may be 
surprised by that But I really can 
put my job behind me When it’s 

V over for the day, it’s over Then I 
just lead a regular life like 
everyone else " 

More than a slight 
exaggeration, perhaps, especially 



“My world is 
not wrapped 
around tennis, that’s a 
popular misconception. I 
treat tennis as a job which 
also happens to be my 
hobby” 


as Lendl earns more for a few 
hours’ work at his particular job 
than many of us are ever likely to 
make in a whole working lifetime 

He said Of course I’m grateful 
for the money 
It means 

security for the rest of my life But 
even if there was no money in 
tennis, we’d all still be playing We 











started because we loved the 
game." 

Yet love of the game is hardly 
the reason why Lendl and 15 
other top pros have signed up to 
compete in the Grand Slam 
Cup, a $6 million extravaganza 
organised in Munich by the 
International Tennis Federation, 
and regarded in some quarters to 
be a deliberate attempt to upstage 
this ATP finals, formerly known 
as the Masters. 

Becker, who recovered from a 
leg iiqury to play at the ATP 
finals, and John McEnroe, have 
both refused to take part in the 
Grand Slam Cup, saying the $2 
million top prize is out of 
proportion to the event. 

Lendl seized on the 
statement.'ls that why they play 
all those exhibitions?” he asked 
"If they thmk the money is so 
disgusting, they can always play 
and then give it to someone who 
needs it.” 

He admits however, that no 
tournament, not even the ATP 
finals which he won five times 
when it was the Masters, can 
match the four Grand Slam 
events, regardless of the sums on 
offer 

“The Grand Slams have the 
tradition. Fifty years from now, 
when we can barely walk and our 
grandchildren are looking at 
what we achieved, no one is gomg 
to talk about, say, the Grand Slam 
Cup unless it develops mto 
something hug^e But they are still 
going to know about the French 
Open, Wimbledon, the US Open 
and the Australian Open”. Lendl 
already has eight of those to his 
name—three French and US Open 
crowns, and two Australian titles. 

“It’s true the one I would love to 
wm IS Wimbledon, but a lot of 
players achieve greatness without 
it—look at Ken Rosewall. I still 
feel I have several more shots at 
Wimbledon. It’s not as demanding 
physically as the others because 
the rallies are much shorter. ” 

Acutely aware that his gamble 
of skipping the entire clay court 
season this year to concentrate on 
Wimbledon backfired—he lost in 
the semi-finals—Lendl has still 
not made up his mind which 
strategy to choose in 1991. 



He certainly aims to play at least 
three clay events, including the 
Italian Open. “Only then will I 
decide about the French Open," 
Lendl said. “If I’m unfit physically 
or mentally. I’ll pack my bags and 
head straight for the grass of 
England.* 

Lendl knew that by by-passing 
the clay court season, his world 
ranking would slip. As it 
happened, it shpped two places, 
the first time since April, 1985, 
that he had been rated as low as 
third. 

“I had to finish being No l 
sooner or later. It was a gamble 1 
was prepared to take." 

With his American home, 
American wife and love of golf and 
ice hockey, Lendl is firmly 
established m the United States. 
But he still has fond memories of 
his homeland. 

EarUer this year, after the 


"If you take 
k-.l-!»-J| Qgre Qf ygyi- 
body and do a lot of 
rehabilitation, you can 
slow the ageing process 
down. Tm still No. 3 in the 
world and kicking pretty 
hard. Don't write me off 


political revolution, he went back 
to Czechoslovakia, where his 
father is president of the national 
tennis federation, for the first 
time since 1985. He played an 
exhibition match against Miloslav 
Mecir and was warmly received by 
the Prague fans. 

“I feel very much better about 
the situation in Czechoslovakia 
than I did two or three years ago,” 
said Lendl, whose US citizenship 
should come through in about 18 
months. 

“I never felt anything against 
the actual people, who were 
always great to me and still are. 
But I consider myself now almost 
as an American.” 

As the interview drew to a close, 
Lendl was asked for his thoughts 
about life after his tennis career 
had ended. "Old Stoneface,” as he 
was once cruelly dubbed, gave 
perhaps the most sigrnificant 
insight into what a strict, but 
caring, perfectionist he is. 

He said he was looking forward 
not to walking his dogs but to 
working them. 

“I want to compete vrith my 
dogs, to teach them obedience and 
protection. Every dog is different. 
With some you can be tougher 
♦.ban with others. It’s like people, 
they have their own characters 
and you have to understand them 
and deal with them.” 

Just like tennis players. • 
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INDIA—SRI LANKA TEST 


ANDY O’BRIEN writes 


from Chandigarh on 


India’s first Test victory 


after a gap of two years 


and fourteen Tests 


It’s funny, you know, the kind 
of things we take for granted!. 

Last week was no different. 
Everything seemed so predictable: 
32 killed in the 

Punjab....terrorists gun down 
fifteen in Jullandhar... religious 
leader shot dead in 
Chandigarh. .Sri Lanka follow 
on.. .India beat Lanka by an 
innings and 18 runs..., 

Blood Iflowed all over the Punjab. 
Chandigarh’s Sector 16 stadium 
was no exception.. .knee deep in 
the blood of innocent Sri Lankan 
batsmen. 

But outside the Indian dressing 
room it was champagne that 
flowed. Predictable you would 
think, considering it was India’s 
first win after two years and 14 
Tests? 

Wrong! Instead of India captain 
Mohammed Azharuddin popping 
the cork, it was Kapil Dev. and he 
wasn’t merely going through the 
formalities of victory like a 
Formula One driver on the 
podium. No, this was an 
emotional celebration. So 
emotional, that Kapil threw 
formality to the wind, grabbed the 
green bottle to his lips and took a 
slug.. .a slug for history. History 
as in 376 wickets, the world’s 
second highest wicket taker. 

Very lite 'sdly, the Indian 
victory had Wken a backseat. 

While his frontline fast, bowler 
sprayed bubbly froth all over the 
balcony, skipper Azharuddin 
relaxed on a couch inside tke 
confines of the Indian dressing 
room. It was probably moire out of 
relief that victory had ihdeed been 
achieved, rather than out of any 
disrespect for the paaji (elder 
brother) of the Indian team. 

The last four days may have 
belonged to Azharuddin’s team, 
but the hour belonged to Kapil. 
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Though self praise is usually 
considered unnecessary 
immodesty, even Kapil’s words 
weren’t sufficient for the occasion. 


“If you consider the kind of 
wickets I’ve done most of my 
bowling on then, I think 376 
wickets is a great achievement. 
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Also I have not missed a single 
Test because of physical fitness. 
That is an achievement also.” The 
face that seems to wear a 
permanent smile was beaming. 
“Perhaps if I had been born in 
England or Australia it would 
have been far more than 376 by 
now. "Perhaps • 

Again, perhaps, it is no 
coincidence that the renaissance 
of Indian cricket in the 1980s 
coincided with the glory days of 
Kapil's career. And fortunately 
for Indian Cricket, those swigs of 
champagne on the balcony that 
afternoon have not quenched 
Kapil’s desire for success 
Even though the ‘Hurricane’ > 
has lost some of its force, there 
remain sporadic gusts of wind, 
sufficient enough to cause 
considerable damage One such 
gust putting an end to the Lankan 
resistance on the fourth day of a 
match, in which only one team 
played while the other 
masqueraded as an opposition. 
Even captain Arjuna Ranatunga 
agreed that 82 runs in an innings 
was “bad for any Test side”. The 
Lankan batting in the first 
innings resembled a procession of 
Sunday morning cricketers, in a 
hurry to get to their beer after a 
few minutes in the sun. Even a 
father has more application while • 
playing beach cricket against his 
young sons. 

As Venkatapathy Raju went 
about demolishing the Sri Lankan 
innings,the ball stayed low, 
sometimes straight and shooting 
through and somethings turning 
menacingly. One batsman 
followed another, some of them 
scoring a couple of runs, most of 
them not. But Asanka 
Gurusinghe stood there solid as a 
rock.. .alone among the ruins. Yet 
in the second innings even his 
resilience surrendered to the lost 
cause his team was trying to 
defend. 

“Had we won the toss it would 
have been a different story,” 
claimed Ranatunga. The truth is, 
larger doses of application from 
his batsmen might have 
marginally altered the scrip, but 
the ending would always have 
remained the same. 

India had virtually made sure of 








that when their strong' batting 
line up struggled, but still came 
up with 288 runs in the first 
innings Shastn’s 88 transformed 
the ‘fiai iiais" to more positive 
slogans Kiran More’s valuable 37 
late in the innings shut Nayan 
Mongia out of the reckomng for 
an extended period while 
Vengsarkar's seven run 
contribution puts him under 
pressure to score at he very next 


glanced, and flicked with ease and 
subhme grace Off one ball from 
the off-spinner Warnaweera-^who 
almost bowls at medium 
pace-Manjrekar played the shot of 
the match He waited, leaned back 
rolled his wrists as the ball turned 
and came in towards him, the bat 
making contact with ball at the 
very last instant, caressing it to 
the boundary 

Shastri’s approach differed He 


cursing myself when I got out I 
though a century was there for 
the taking," India’s new-found 
opener admitted But he had done 
his bit After Raju, with a little 
help from the wicket, weaved 
patterns to baffle the Lankans eye, 
they had folded up their innings 
SIX runs short of Shastri’s 
individual score and 206 of the 
Indian total 

Ranatunga labeled the pitch as 


THE Lankan batting 
in the first innings 
resembled a 
procession of 
Sunday morning 
cricketers, in a 
hurry to get to their 
beer after a few"" 
minutes in the sun. 
Even a father has 
more application 
while playing beach 
cricket against his 
young sons 


SrI Lanka captain, 
Ranatunga 
Joins the procession 
and adds to 
Raju’s list of victims 
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opportunity he gets Even the 
eleven runs Sachm Tendulkar 
scored m his first Test appearance 
at home had class stamped all over 
it 

Manjrekar’s small innings was 
like watching a careful painter 
going about his works A cautious 
dab here and there, sometimes 
with sudden flourishes of inspired 
artistry. On a wicket that was as 
unpredictable as John McEnroe’s 
moods, he cut, square cut, 


was cautious but opportunistic, 
improvising but sensible The 
chappati shot, so dangerous on 
such a wicket, was dumped in the 
garbage A new weapon—almost a 
sweep-cum-heave that took the 
ball from outside the off stump to 
the mid wicket or square leg 
boundary—was used to counter 
the deadly artillery of 
Warnaweera “My coach won’t like 
it when he sees the tapes, but it 
got me plenty of runs I was really 


‘very poor for a Test match’, and 
true, the strip of earth m the 
middle of the Sector 16 stadium 
did have its moments of 
indecision But it was sporting 
enough to give everyone an 
opportunity If a batsman played 
sensibily, waiting for the loose 
balls to unleash the big strokes, as 
Shastri, Gurushmghe and 
Tilakarattyna did, then there were 
runs to be got If the spinners 
used the turn and odd bounce of 







SCORE BOARD 



INDIA (First liNimos) 

Ravi Shastri c da Silva b Warnaweera 88 

Manoj Prabhakar Ibw Warnaweera 31 

Sanjay Manjrekar Ibw Madurusinghe 39 

Dilip Vengsarkar Ibw Ralnayake 7 

Mohd Azharuddin c Labrooy b Madurusinghe 23 

Sachin Tendulkar Ibw Madurasmghe 23 

Kapil Dev c de Silva b Warnaweera 4 

Kiran More not out 37 

V Raju Ibw Ratnayake 14 

Gopal Sharma ibw Ratnayake 0 

N Hirwani run out 0 

Extras (5 b, 10 lbs, 19 nb) 34 , 

TOTAL 288 all out 

Fall of Wickets 1/58, 2/134, 3/158, 4/201, 5/208, 

6/220, 7/240, 8/276, 9/278 

Bowling Ratnayake 21 5-3-60-3, Labrooy 12-1-59- 

0, Warnaweera 46-17-90-3, Ranatunga 5-2-4-0, 

Madurasighe 26-6-60-3 

SRI ImM (First imiRos) 

Mahanama c More b Kapil 1 
Samarasekhara Ibw Prabhakar 13 
Gurusinghe not out 52 
De Silva b R^u 5 
Ranatunga b Raju 1 
Tillekratne b Raju 0 
Aattapattu c More b Raju 0 
Ratnayake Ibw Raju 0 
Labrooy b Sharma 0 


the wicket, as Raju and the 
Lankan spinners did, then there 
was purchase to be got, if the 
medium pacers maintained then 
line and length, as Kapil did in the 
second innings, then with a bit of 
luck they too could benefit 

The amount ol pleasure or 
solace India should take m this 
victory depends on whether you 
are an optimist or a pessimist A 
pessimist would point to the total 
ineffectiveness of the two Indian 
spinners, Gopal Sharma and 
NarendraHirwam, while 
doubting the credbility of the 
Indian bowling attack both in its 
balance and performance 
Hirwani did not bowl in the first 
innings Shasti i didn’t 
throughout the match Hirwani 
maneiged one wicket in the second 
innings as Shai ma had done in 
the first 

Of the nineteen wickets taken 
by the Indian bowlers, eight went 
to Raju and nme to the two pace 
bowlers All this, after sacrificing 
an extra batsman and the 




Madurusinghe run out 2 
Waranweera b Raiu 0 
Extras (b 1, lbs 2, nb 5) 8 
TOTAL 82 all out 

Fall of Wickets 1/14, 2/34, 3/50, 4/54, 5/54, 6/54, 
7/60, 8/65, 9/77, 10/82 

Bowling Kapil 8-3-14-1, Prabhakar 9-0-27-1, Raju 
17 5-13-12-6, Sharma 17-5-26-1 

SRI LAIMA (SecmS iMlngs) 

Mahanama c More b Kapil 48 
Samarasekhara c More b Prabhakar 5 
Gurusinghe c Sharma b Prabhakar 0 
be Silva Ibw Hirwani 7 
Ranatunga c Azharuddin b Raju 42 
Aattapattu Ibw Kapit 0 
Tillekeratne c Shastn b Kapil 55 
Ratnayake Ibw Raju 0 
Labrooy b Kapil 0 
Madurusinghe b Prabhakar 11 , * 

Warnaweera not out 0 > 

Extras (nb 10. b 5, lb 15) 30 
TOTAL 198 all out 

Fall of Wickets 1/14, 2/14, 3/47, 4/110, 5/110. 

6/135, 7/135. 8/136, 9/196 

Bowling Kapil 29 4-15-36-4, Prabhakar 15-4-44-3, 

Raju 36-25-25-2. Sharma 20-7-39-0, Hirwani 20-9- 

34-1 

MAN OF THE MATCH Venkatapathy Raju 
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CONTROVERSY 


Ifliben Singh Bedi’s mouth is as big as his heart 
a SlM a brash cowboy who walks into a bar, 
(Mkiohalantly shoots a few guys and then drawls, 
the drinks are on me. gentlemen’. 

l^roblem is, after the damage, not too many people 
want to take up his offer. 

So when Bed! was packing his bags for Chandl* 
gal'h, he slipped in his holster amidst his many 
colourful turbans And he stnick again. 

Though no Indian cricketer Is incautious enough 
to put it on record (Bedl would call that ‘cowardice’), 
there is an obvious anti-Bedi feeling prevalent in the 
Indian team. "He’s such a man...he’s not easy to 
convince", commented skipper Azharuddin, who 
admitted to differences with Bedi when he was 
orioket manager. “But it’s over now”, continued 
Azhar, “and I don’t want to look back. Why start it 
again”. 

Yet, if the players are not particularly happy over 
Bedi's stint as cricket manager, Bedi too is not 
hesitant about voicing his opinions about the 
players. Or for that matter on any other topic. 

In fact, give the man a microphone and he’ll create 
an issue. Give him a drink and he’ll be the life of 
the pfurty. 

Which is exactly what happened, in Chandigarh. 

When Bedi was handed the microphone to 
announce the Man of the Match award at the end of 
the T^t, he had journalists scrambling desperately 
for their sharpened quills. 

While congratulating Ravi Shastri on his 88 in the 
.first innings, he couldn’t resist adding, 'though he 
reftksed to bowl*. Now this was treading on danger- 
oda ground, because the topic of Shastri not being 
ocoiBidered a spinner, and the resultant effects on 
scdebtion was taboo. In private, people spoke of it in 
huslied tohes-^yet, so typical of Bedi to bellow it in 
publto. 

The reaction from Shastri was immediate, and ^ 
perhaps inevitable. He strode out of the Indian team 
huddle,, taking up position right next to the victory 
stand* waiting for Bedi to finish. 

‘ The very Instant Bedi stepped away from the ' 
microphone, Shastri walked upto him, and the ' 
fblkiwlng codversation took place. 

. Shastri; 'PAaji, next time please get your facts 
light before you say anything*. It was said with a 
firmness bor^ing on rudeness. 

Bedi: Tt was meant to provoke you*. 

^astri: ‘Well, you’re provoking the wrong chap, 
roi not one of the younger guys to whom you can 
anything you feel’. 

‘ /BfW: Beta, if I were you, on this wicket, I would 
grabbed the captain by the collar and grabbed 
’ ^nill Aram his hand, and said Chttllo, let me bowl’, 
-fiilliuiari; ‘But please check your facts next time, 
you go puUic*. 

particular exchange ended there, but the 


argument continued later tiud evSningat a^party 
celebrate Kapil’s 976 wickets. Journalistic 
ethics would normally forbid repeating in print 
such a conversation, but this was no private ocn* 
versation. It was a volatile exchange cf words, 
witnessed by a large gathering of playeis, officials 
and the Press. It went like this: 

Bedi ‘How are you beta, 

Shastri. ‘Pine’. • 

Bedi; ‘You’re Angry. That’s it, that’s what I 
wanted. I wanted to provoke you and I’ve done it’. 

Shastri- ‘You should have checked your facts, and 
you shouldn’t have said it in public. And anyway, 
you’re messing with the wrong guy’. 

Bedi: ‘It was meant to get you mad, so that you will 
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By ANDY O’BRIEN 


prove me wroi^ in the next matoh*. " 

Shastii. Tm a profoeeional. I know what’s good 
for me and what 1 have to do. And you needn't have 
said anything in public. You could have oome to th^ 
dressing room—that’s if you had the guts to—and 
talked it out’ * , 

Bedi. ‘On that kind of wicket 1 vfould have grabbed 
the ball out of the captain’s hahd and bowled*.* * 
Shastri: ‘We won, didn’t we*. ' 

Bedi* 'Is that what you regard as a win*? 
Shastri-‘We did it very convincingly' - 

Bedi. "Is that what you call convincingly,, thf: 
second innings. 

Shastri ‘We won and that’s it that's what' 
counts’. 

Bedi: ‘But doA’t forget you started your career aa a 
bowler’. 

Shastn ‘True and now I’m a opening batsman. 
You’re a professional, I’m a professional I know 
what I’m doing Cricket le my bread and butter You 
don't have to tell me what to do. And definitely not in 
public I’m not one of those guys who’ll take 
anything lying down You’re mistaken I’ve played, 
enough Test cricket to know what to do I’ve even 
played more than you So don’t tell me what I should 
do or what I shouldn't. 

Bedi ‘I hope I’ve provoked you enough Ibr you to 
go and prove me wrongf?’ 

Shastn 'I told you, you’re messing with the 
wrong guy ’ 

AT THIS POINT SHASTRI WALKED AWAY 
Surprisingly, inspite df the general indifference 
towards Bedi among the Indian cricketers, the 
relationship between Shastn and the former Indian 
captain has generally been cordial Right through 
the Bedi-Oavaskar mud elmgmg match, Shastri, 
although a close friend of Gavaskar’s remained 
quietly neutral Maybe he felt this time Bedi had 
^ne too far 

On one hand, perhaps Shastn has been provoked 
enough to actually grab his captain’s collar and ask 
for the ball m the next Test On the other hand, Bedi 
may have finally alienated yet another Indian 
cricketer 

As It 18 , the day before, at a national hockey 
debate, Bedi had said, (on the microphone again) 
that, “the Indian team doesn’t need one manager. 
They need sixteen different managers,one for each 
player” 

One gets the feeling from all this, that Bedi is a 
man of malice That he does not c are That he is a 
man who thrives on controversy Who loves to 
shock But that remains an unfair assessment of the 
man . He does care for Indian cricket he merely 
has a startlingly obtuse way of showing it After 
everything is said, if you peel away the veneer of 
bluster, there lies below, some substance 
Bishen Singh Bedi does not fire only blanks # 






INTERVIEW 


SPORTSWORLD; It's not 
th0 right question to ask a 
captain who has just won 
his first Test match, but 
isn’t the win in the 
Chandigarh Test a bit 
hollow because it came 
against a side who couldn’t 
really put up a fight. Okay, a 
Test win is a Test win, but 
this was too one sided to be 
a win to celebrate over? 

The Indian captain 
spoke to 
SPORTSWORLD 
after his first Test 
victory as captain 

AZHARUDDIN- No. I 
think it was a very 
pleasant win mainly 
because we had not won 
a Test match for such a 
long time. Not only that, 
but I've always regarded 
Sn Lanka as a good side. 
On their day they can be 
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very good. That hasn’t 
happened very often, but 
when you look bank to 
examples like when they 
beat us in the Sharjah 
Cup. They had to make 
55 runs in the last five 
overs. They played very 
well and they got those 
runs. So I’ve never rated 
them as a depleted side I 
mean it’s a Test game, 
whichever side you play 
it doesn’t matter. And 
they have gained 
recognition as a Test 
side, so it’s a win over a 
Teat side 

India played with five 
bowlers after a long time. 
Was there any particular 
reason you opted for one 
less batsman and one extra 
bowler in this Test? 

Because we were 
playing with too many 
batsmen all this time. I 
felt that if you have too 
many batsmen you tend 
to pass on the buck. For 
example, it’s like this 
I’m batting. I’ve scored 
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40 or 50 odd runs and 
then I think kj ohalo 
thek hai, I’ve done my 
duty Someone else 18 
there, let him come and 
do the rest When you 
have extra batsmen you 
tend to do these things 
But when you have five 
batsmen then you know 
that you are five if you 
are not going to do well 
then nobody is going to 


attacking. Is it just a 
temporary thing which you 
will change when you meet 
stronger opposition? 

To be frank, no I don’t 
want to change Five 
batsmen are enough If 
Ravi Shastn does well 
with the ball—he’s 
suffering from a lack of 
conftdence or 
whatever—but if he 
performs well then it 


England he didn’t bowl 
well Maybe it was lack 
of confidence or maybe 
there was lot of 
pressure on him because 
he was opening the 
batting It’s very 
difficult you know, 
opening the batting and 
then concentrating on 
bowling But I would 
like to have five regular 
bowlers Because it gives 



do well it’s a fact 
Okay, maybe the all 
rounders 

Also it 18 the bowlers 
who are going to win a 
match I think It IS a 
very good idea to have 
five bowlers m the 
eleven so that when 
some are tired they can 
be rested to become fresh 
again 

^ Did we use five bowlers only 
because the opposition was 
Sri Lanka? It was worth 
taking the risk and be more 


will be a bonus for us 
Then I can bowl him 
also But with him 
opening the batting I 
don’t think he’s 
concentrating on 
bowling No doubt he’s a 
very good bowier as his 
record shows But I 
personally will want to 
stick with five bowlers 

Shastn has 150 odd Test 
wickets and Chandigarh 
was a helpful track. Yet you 
didn’t bowl him. Why? 

In the past like say in 


you a chance to win Test 
matches As I told you, 
it’s the bowlers who win 
Test matches 

If as you say, you want to 
continue with five bowlers 
and five batsmen and 
Shastri doesn’t bowl, then 
you will have a bowler 
opening the innings? 

Then, we have to open 
with Manoj Prabhakar, I 
suppose 

But if Shastri cannot open 
the batting and then bowl 



Our bowlers have 
to be more 


mentally strong. 
They should not 
just get carried 
away. If you get 
carried away with 
one or two good 
performances 
then you tend to 
relax. They think 
that 'ek series 
ma/n 20-25 
wickets /ay/eya 
I will play 
f<^ the next two 
series. That's a 
very wrong 
attitude 
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I feel that most of 
our players go 
around asking for 
tips from too 
many people 
which IS not right. 
You know the 
basics, you just 
have to work hard 
on those basics. 
One day they'll 
come and ask you 
to point out what 
they are doing 
wrong. Next day 
they go to 
someone else. So 
that's not good 
^cause it plays 
in your mind.... 


] as you say, then how can 
Prabhakar'’ 

Well actually it depends 
on the natuie of the 
wicket For instanc e 
this wicket in 
Chandigarh I felt 
demanded five bowleis 
being taken It also 
depends on which side 
you re playing 

But if you are keen to have 
five bowlers and have to end 
up opening the batting with 
another bowler, we’ll have 
m effect two all rounders 
opening our batting The 
simplest solution would be 
to get Ravi back into the 
groove of bowling well at 
least as the fifth bowler^ 

Yes that Would b( avciy 
big bonus loi us I me in 
hf s got moic cxpn it rice 
than theothei spinneis 

Have you tried to solve 
Ravi's 'lack of confidence 
problem’’ Have you tried to 
convince him to bowl’ 

I knew he was not 
bowling well sin< e 
England He had not 
bowled 111 the ham 
Ti ophy also It was vei y 
inteiesting that match 
in Bangdlot t He could 
have bowled then I 
don t know why he 
didn t bowl theic I 
cci tainly feel that ht has 
a lack of confidence so 
fcvf n it he was to bowl in 
C handigai h we would 
have still looked another 
way foi our filth bowler 

But if you feel so strongly 
about Ravi’s bowling being 
a big bonus for the team, as 
the captain why don’t you 
throw the ball to him’ 

I can tell him you know 
because this was only 
one Test match so we 
could have tried him 
out It would have been a 
fan idea 

Why didn’t you try it out’ 

No I told him You know 
because I think he will 
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get back to his old form 
I msuie 

Apart from the Indian win, 
one other talking point of 
the match was the dropping 
of Arun Lai Wasn’t it badly 
handled’ 

I feel very sad for Arun 
Lai because he was 
doing well But I think 
the team s interest is 
first and foremost to be 
frank you know We 
were looking at that 
point 

Fair enough, but what about 
the manner in which it was 
all done’ You recall a 
veteran and a specialist 
opener saying that he was 
going to open the innings 
and then minutes before 


the start of the match he’s 
told, ‘thank you for coming 
but please sit in the 
pavilion* 

As I told you team 
interest comes first so 
there have to be some 
sacrifices made 


So Arun Lai had to make the 
sacrifice’ 

It s unfortunate I feel 
sad about it I can t help 
it The team winning is 
everything But he 
shouldn t think that he 
won t be selected again 
Theieaiealotof 
matches left So there is 
time I mean this time 
we didn’t know the 
nature of the wicket till 
we got here 
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And Srikkanth, you’ve 
always said you rate him 
highly'^ 

Srikkanth I have 
always wanted him 
especially in a one day 
game People talk about 
his technique which I 
think IS not fair If you 
drop a man you just say 
that you’ve dropped him 
because he’s not doing 
well But if you point out 
his technique then he 
might never do well 
because it s always there 
at the back of his mind 
There s no need for 
people to talk about him 
being vulnerable to the 
outgoing ball I mean 
he s played ci icket like 
that you should not 
have selected him in the 
fii st place if his 
technique was bad 

But where does all this 
wanting of Sidhu and 
Srikkanth fit into your 
scheme of five bowlers’ 

No 1 m just saying you 
know just saying If he 
does well he s the one 
man any team would 
like to have It s just that 
he s not doing well now 


But isn't It odd that you 
are playing in a home series 
and yet you don’t take 
advantage of that You 
select the squad without 
knowing an^hing about the 
kind of wicket you will get 
Especially this time since 
there was only one 
scheduled Test’ 

I only got to know about 
the wicket from what I 
read in the Press The 
newspaper s said that it 
would be green helpful 
to spinners But when I 
came here I found it was 
totally different 

Yes, that’s my point, 
f Shouldn’t you first know 
the kind of wicket expected 
before you announce your 
squad...even if it means 


announcing it a few days 
before the Test Well, 
basically take advantage of 
being the hosts’ 

What you mean is that 
we must know actually 
what the nature of the 
wicket is That’s sure, 
that 8 fine Yeah I agree 
to your point 


Coming back to the opening 
slot. Who would Azharuddin 
rate as the best opener in 
India today., apart of 
course from Shastri, since 
he’s already in? 

Well I still rate Sidhu I 
mean he’s got a lot of 
talent I think he has 
some problem with his 
neck I hope it is alright 
now 


If as captain you want to 
play with five bowlers, does 
it mean the team will do so 
Or IS It just a 
recommendation’ 

I don t know itsupto 
the selectors also lean 
only put my views 
forward 

On a tour abroad the 
captain and others select 
the final playing eleven 
Why IS It the selectors 
choose the final eleven 
when we play at home’ 

I don’t know, 1 mean I m 
not sure Idont 
know because the 
selectors feel you know 
that they come and 
watch the game and 
all 

How much say does 


Azharuddin the captain 
have m team selection’ 

I can only put forward 
my views I mean I can 
only everybody has to 
agree 

Have you put forward your 
views, like Sidhu is the best 
opening batsman and 
Srikkanth is a must in the 
one-day team’ 

Yes I have already put 
forward those views 

When was that’ 

This was at the last 
selection committee 
meeting The one m 
Bombay before the 
England tour Yes 
before the England tour 

But there is a new selection 
committee That was 
Raj Singh Oungarpur's 
committee 

But only two selectors 
have changed The 
others know how 1 feel 
about certain players 

But there is a new chairman 
and new selectors So 
shouldn’t you have let your 
views be known to 
them even if it has to be 
repetitive’ 

Yes I will do that next 
time 

What about finding a good 
off-spinner’ 

I think an off spinner is 
a must for any side I 
think it would not be 
right to say that we 
don’t have a good 
enough off-spinner in 
the country 'Why, take 
even Bengal’s Saradmdu 
Mukherjee He’s good 
but needs to play more 
games He’s got 
everything and all he 
has to do 18 work hard 
Just because he’s taken 
one hat trick you can t 
have him in the Test 
side It IS not good for 
him it 18 not good for 
the country 1 basically 
















feel that what we are 
doing IS that when a 
batsman scores just one 
hundred in the 
beginning of hi seal PCI 
we say he s vc i y 
good etc The per son 
might be vei y gcxid but 
let him do it for another 
one or two years Of 
course Sachin is a 
differc n t guy you can t 
have anyone like him 
very often I feel that 
they should play Ranji 
Trophy for at least two 
years so that they can 
mature before they come 
into the Test aide You 
can t take a player after 
just one or two Ranji 
Trophy performances of 
his career 

It’s not good for the 
individual also He feels 
ki drre after one Ranji 
Trophy match I m in the 
national camp so that 
complacency sets in 

Talking about new players, 
the Indian middle order has 
undergone tremendous 
change. Almost like one era 
has ended and another has 
begun. There’s your Sachin, 
Manjrekar and now talented 
players like Praveen Amre. 
Where does Vengsarkar fit 
in into all this? 

That s what I’m saying, 
you know We are 
getting a lot of new 
players So its very 
hard, everyone has to 
perform Theresa lot of 
comfietition now So if 
you perform you’re 
there if you don’t then 
you’re out, because there 
are lot of guys pressing 
for a place in the team 

But that's not the case with 
the Indian bowling. 

Yes, I agree there is not 
that much of 
competition, oh. yes we 
have talent but I feel that 
after they do well m one 
senes they take it for 
granted that they are 
going to do well in the 


next series also No it is 
not true because you 
have to keep working 
hard all the time 

Are you talking about the 
spinners or the fast 
bowlers? 

Tm talking about the 
fast bowlers I feel very 
sorry I mean I’m very 
unhappy that Vivek 
Razdan after doing well 
in Pakistan was just not 
able to bowl in New 
Zealand I don’t know 
why this happens The 
same thing goes for Atul 
Wasson also I’m not 
trying to criticise them 
1 m just telling them 
that you have to work 
hard for it, because 
bowling is one thing 
where you are 
constantly there for the 
whole day If a batsman 
has a bad patch, one ball 
and he’s back in the 
pavilion But if a bowler 
IS off form he has to 
continue through the 
whole day So the whole 
thing IS on you, they 
must really work hard 
They should not think 
that they’ve achieved 
something I think they 
have to keep their minds 
very stable 

But doesn’t the fact that 
these bowlers are used, 
then discarded, then used, 
then discarded, doesn’t 
that affect them negatively? 
But then what do you do 
if he performs at one 
instant and then doesn’t 
the next’ Take the 
example of Razdan m 
New Zealand He wasn’t 
bowling well at all, so if I 
had persisted with him 
m the team, say as the 
fourth or fifth bowler, 
and if he didn’t perform 
then straight away I’m 
short of one bowler So 
you have to look at it 
that way You have to 
perform I aj^ree that not 
everybody can perform 


always but then don’t 
take things easy Work 
hard I feel that most of 
our players go around 
asking for tips from too 
many people which is 
not right You know the 
basics, you just have to 
work hard on those 
basics One day they’ll 
come and ask you to 
point out what they are 
doing wrong Next day 
they go to someone else 
So that’s not good 
because it plays in your 
mind ‘arre my arm is 
not coming this way’ 

You have to put the ball 
in that place that is the 
most important thing 

With all these problems of 
not having fast bowlers and 
the lack of real good 
spinners, how difficult is it 
to captain India? 

My job IS restricted if 
everyone does well But 
even if one chap is not 
doing well, then comes 
the problem It becomes 
difficult to set a field 
Sometimes you set a 
field on the off side and 
they keep bowling on 
the leg 1 don’t mind if 
they are hit for a four, 
bowling on one side of 
the wicket Then you 
have to give credit to the 
batsman But if you keep 
bowling all over the 
place it’s very difficult 
Even if you have 100 
fielders you can’t do 
anything 

If a captain has good 
bowlers, then all his job 
IS to throw the ball to the 
bowlers and it's done 
Take the case of Chve 
Lloyd—he used to throw 
the ball and everyone did 
their job thak thak thak 
And it was all over 

It was all a question of 
rotation and everyone 
obliged, and that’s why 
they were such a great 
team If we had two 
bowlers like Waqar 
Younia and Wasim 


Akram even we could be 
a major force to reckon 
with 

How come Pakistan 
produces such good fast 
bowlers—and so many of 
them—and yet we can’t. I 
mean the conditions are 
more or less the same. So 
why the difference? 

I can’t understand I’m 
not able to figure out 
why I feel it is only 
mental Our bowlers 
have to be more mentally 
strong They should not 
just get carried away If 
you get carried away 








with one or two good 
performances then you 
tend to relax. They think 
that ‘ek series main 
20-25 wicket lay leya 
then I will play for the 
next two series.’ That’s a 
very wrong attitude. 
Would you have felt better if 
you were given the 
captaincy a little later then 
you actually got it? 

The captaincy v/as a 
pleasant surprise. I 
didn’t expect it, at leaist 
not for another four-five 
years. But I feel that if 
things are not going 
well and you are able to 


lift the team then you 
get more credit. It was a 
very crucial stage for 
Indian cricket when I 
took over, and I’m just 
trying to build up the 
team. 

When is this building or ' 
rebuilding of the Indian 
team going to end? 

I think we only started 
building with the New 
Zealand tour. So we are 
still building. Now we 
have to find new 
bowlers. Okay Mainoj 
and Kapil are there, but 
there has to be some 


back-up. Nowadays, fast 
bowlers win games, not 
spinners. There aren’t 
too many spinning 
tracks made, except of 
course at home. 

When will the team of the 
90's be ready? 

I don’t believe in this 
thing about the team of 
the 90’s and all these 
things. 

Of late everyone's 
being saying ‘we have a 
very good side, very 
good batting side.’ But 
unless you win matches 
you are not a good side. 

If you don’t win you are 
not a very good side. 
That’s the way I see it. 
You might be a very 
good side on paper, but 
it’s winning that is all 
important. Talking... I 
don’t believe in talking 
much. You know it’s all 
about performance and 
winning. ..not talking. 

When you came back from 
England you went on record 
saying you were not 
satisfied with the attitude 
shown by some of the 
players. Has that changed 
or does the problems still 
exist? 

Your attitude is your 
basic outlook to the 
game. And as 1 said ...I 
don’t want to name them 
you know.. .but I felt 
that they were not up to 
the mark. And I hope 
they have got the 
message. 

Do you think they have? 

They have. I suppose 
they have to, because not 
only is it good for the 
team but it’s good for 
themselves also. You 
must not forget that you 
are playing for India. 
Your country comes 
first and then later on 
yourself. 
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We were playing 
with too many 
batsmen all this 
time. I felt that if 
you have too 
many batsmen, 
you tend to pass 

the buck.Also 

it is the bowlers ™ 
who are going to I 
win a match. I I 
think it is a very I 
good idea to have | 
five bowlers in 
the eleven.... 
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OVEMBER22. 9.30 
pm Shivalik View 
Hotel, Chandigarh. 
That's the dateline 
for this story. A 
story of how hope 
and determination 
ended m a 
tragedy of shattered 
dreams and 
unfulfilled desire. It is not a case 
or a defense for any particular 
individual. It cannot be. Because 
no defense would be comfort 
enough for a man who built his 
cricket career with the 
enthusiasm and determination of 
a child building a castle in the 
sand. The waves rushed in 
repeatedly damaging certain 
portions of that 6astle. Yet. it was 
always repaired diligently and 
then in one sudden sweep all that 
is left behind was a heap of sand. 

This story is being told, 
primarily to reveal the system and 
how it functions. Good or bad is 
immaterial. The old proverb of 
ends and means is what all this is 
about. 

We go back to the scene of the 
drama; the posh Chandigarh hotel 
on the eve of the Test. Arun Lai 
has just returned from dinner 
with this parents. His father, 
known locally as ‘Dewan saab' is a 
rich landed farmer from 
Kapurthala, only a few hours 
drive from Chandigarh. 

It is after ten years that the 
parents have come to see their son 
on the cricket field. Having 
wished his parents goodbye in the 
lobby, and confirming the time 
they would be picked up to be 
taken to the ground the following 
morning, Lai then dropped into 
one of the rooms of the much 
guarded fifth-floor camp for the 


Indian team. He had merely gone 
to pick up his keys which he had 
left behind for his roomie Kiran 
More. Instead, he was drawn into a 
conversation with the Press about 
the wicket, the opposition, the 
toss.. .every concievable topic. The 
topic of the final eleven or Lai’s 
chances of playing the match 
didn’t even apparently warrant 
discussion. 

In the midst of the discussion, 

Lai excused himself saying he 
wanted to get to bed early. I 
followed suit. Not that I was 
opening the Indian batting the 
next day.. but then neither was 
he. (We walked down the corridor 
and Lai reached his room first, 
turned, said ‘bye’ and added, 
‘remember me in your prayers 
tonight’. I promised I would. The 
door closed, Arun Lai had just 
shut himself off from the deadly 
drama that was to transpire over 
the next few hours. While he lay 
in bed in the darkness of his room, 
trying hard to overcome the 
nerves that resulted in insomnia, 

Lai prayed. o 

He prayed that skipper 5 

Azharuddin would win the toss so ’ 
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that he could have the first go at 
the unpredictable wicket. And Lai 
finally lapsed into sleep, oblivious 
of all around him. The props for 
the drama had of course already 
been laid out. The team 
think-tmik had, after seeing the 
wicket.’decided to recommend to 
the selection committee that three 
spinners be played. But where 
were the selectors? They were to 
arrive only late that evening from 
Delhi. 










When the gang of five 
eventually arrived, they had no 
clue (at least most of them didn’t) 
that they would have to partake in 
a job much tougher than the one 
they had undertaken a week 


with three specialist spinners, all 
hell broke loose. 

Tamanhe told the other four 
selectors that he wanted the 
selection debate reopened. And 
with Shastri’s left arm more 


been that of the only left arm 
spinner in the team. 

If that was unfair to a man who 
had concentrated all his efforts 
and time on his batting, it was 
equally ridiculous too. For if 
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earlier in Delhi. As far as they 
were concerned their major 
problems had been overcome with 
the announcement of the squad. 
Lai and Shastri to open; and a toss 
up for the eleventh player, either a 
third seamer or a spinner 
depending on the nature of the 
wicket. It was a 

clear-cut-no-problem situation. 

^ But when chairman N aren 

' Tamanhe was informed by 

Azharuddin of the desire to play 


confident of holding a bat turning 
over in the role of the third 
spinner, the problems had only 
just begun. 

Now comes the funny part. 
Much as it may seem that 
Shastri’s crisis of (bowling) 
confidence unbalanced the team, 
the truth was that Shastri had 
reasons to suspect his own 
bowling capabilities. After all. if 
he consented to take on the 
responsibility then it would have 


Shastri was to bowl as the third 
spinner. then'Venkatapathy Raju, 
was to be left out. 

Whether Shastri was to bowl or 
not. was in this case immaterial. 
How could anyone even think of 
dropping Raju for whatever the 
reaison. Raju is presently not only 
a superior bowler than Shastri, 
but is in fact the best spinner in 
the country today. And this mind 
you is not a case of being wise 
after the event. Anyone with a 

-^ 







semblance of knowledge of cricket 
would have rated Raju thus after 
his performance in the Bangalore 
Trophy match Yet, the 


selectors—all of who were there 
and watching at Bangalore—were 
all but ready to count Raju out to 
accommodate an extra batsman. 


T ^E Gods sitting in the box 
marked ‘selection 
committee’ were pleased. 
Arun Lai had been^'saorilld^ td 
the altar of team interest but 
the reward was aTsst win. Had 
Lai played, Man the Match 
Venkatpathy R{^u would have 
been accompanying the drinks 


How Arun Lai’s dropping 
will affect the two 
factions of the Board 

trolley, rather than leading the 
Indian team back to the 
pavilion. The Lai neck wc» 
found to be the most 
slender... .the most 
convinienent one for the 
guillotine. 

The Lai epsiode might have 
deeper connotations. And if 
politics and the conjecture, 
rumour and power struggles 
that go with politics are to be 
believed, then the dropping of 
Arun Lai could further polarise 
the almost two-party BCCI. 

Though it might not be time 
to have a BCC{S) and a BCC(D)r 
the Lai case has highlighted 
the rift within the t\yo factions 
of the Board. The war endjed at 
the Board elections in • 
September, but the Cold War 
condnues unabated. 

It is no secret that the Board- 
secretary, Jagmohan Dalmiya, 
(who rules the Cricket 
Association of Bengal) and 
Arun Lai h^ye over the years 


shared a love-hate relationship, 
of late, there has been no 

semblance of the former. 

It is also no scoop, that 
Dalmiya and Board president 
Madhav Bao Scindia are not the 
kind of buddies who would 
meet in the evening over a quiet 
drink. 

Lai is credited of having 
played his own little role on 
behalf of the Scindia camp in 
the September elections. 
Whether that is true or not, it is 
but natural to conclude that 
Lal^ leanings are towards 
Scindia primarily beoura it is 
diametrically opposite to 
Oaimlya. 

There are even those who 
doubt whether it was Lai’s 
consistency at the domestic 
level that was the sole reason 
for his recall. They talk of the 
‘president's directive* and 
‘outside pressure’ on the 
selectors. When told that 
dropping Arun Lal would earn 
them the wrath of Mr Scindia, 
one selector remarked ‘good, so 
what?. 

What is suprising in that 
statement is not the challenge 
it portrays, but the implied 
denial of any ab^nce of 
pressure from Scindia. 

On the other side of the coin 
are accusations that Lai’s 
elimination was, as one senior 
cricket official put it, “a 
carefully planned conspiracy” 

If one were to read between 
those lines, it says that Lai’s 
dropping was a preconcieved 
operation which waited till the 
end to kill the patient. 

But there is an interesting 
ooiollary to this story. The only 
way the selection committee 
can Bucessfully counter the 
’ allegations of ‘hanky-panky’ 
over Lai’s dropping, is by 
actually giving the man a fair 
trial in the next Test series. 

Only then, it seems, wiU '' 
fairnaitijpMail. AmiycraiHM 


No doubt the selectors were in a 
imenviable situation, but with 
Shasri not being considered a 
specialist spinner and Raju 
coming into the team, the problem 
was somewhat simplified. One 
batsman had to go. And Lal was 
the easiest to get rid of. Not many 
selection committees have the 
courage to drop the elegant and 
experienced Vengsarkar, and 
with Prabhakar capable of 
opening the innings it was Lai's 
head that was placed on the 
chopper. 

It was past midnight by now. 
The permutations and 
combinations had been hotly 
debated, but they were to be slept 
over. The final decision was to be 
made in the morning, just before 
the match. And^so, while Lal was 
getting his eye in with a few 
practise shots at the nets a half 
hour before the match. 
Azharuddin walked up and with 
one pat on the back and a couple of 
words brought Arun Inal’s world 
crashing down The man has 
suffered great injustices, but 
this was for the benefit of Indian 
cricket. 

This was a man, for whom, 
reversal was a catalyst for greater 
determination. And here he was 
walking around shell-shocked 
and pale faced like a zombie who 
didn’t know what had hit him. 

This was a man who was 
tremendously intelligent and 
erudite. But here he was fumbling 
for words as he said holding back 
the tears,” This is the worst I don’t 
know what to say. 1 mean 1 really 
don’t know what to say , or do. 
What else is there left for me to . 
do.’ 

This was a man who had looked 
forward to this match like a child 
does a Christmas gift. And here he 
was sitting in his room, morose as 
a monk wishing away the hours of 
penance. It would be unfortunate 
if the Chandigarh episode is the 
final sword that has pierced Arun 
Lai’s courageous cricketing 
heart.. .this time to bleed to death. 

Pity is, had the whole thing 
been handled a little more 
delicately and diplomatically 
there would have been less 
hurt.. .and probably no bloodshed. 
But then, that’s another story. • 
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1 Which sport was 
• known as 
‘Minnonette’*? 

2 He wanted to be 
• an opera singer 
but didn’t make it 
Moved over to chess 
and won the woi Id 
championship in 
1957 Who was he*? 

3 With which 
. sport would you 
associate the word 
‘Sushins’*? 

4 In which sport is 
• the term 
‘crestfallen’ used"? 

5 Which tennis 
. player after 
losing in the first 
round of the US Open 
in 1985 said, I hate 
coming to New York 
I hate the city I hate 
the tournament and I 
hate Flushing 
Meadows They 
should drop an 
A-bomb on this 
place’”? 

6 Which West 
. Indian cricketer 
was nicknamed 
‘Electric Heels”? 

7 In Vedio ages a 
• sport was played 
on horse-back called 
Chaug-an, which 
according to many is 
the origin of a modern 
day sport Name the 
sport 

8 What are the two 
• favourite 
sporting pastimes of 
the people of the 
Nicobar Island*? 


ANSWERS 


1 Volleyball 

2 Vasily Smyslov 

3 They are the judges during a judo bout 

4 CocKfighting 

5 Kevin Curren 

6 Learie Constantine 

7 Polo 

8 Canoeing and pig fighbng 

9 Chess 

10 It is the name of the scoring system m Decathlon 
which was in use till 1985 

11 Channel Nine 

12 Rajaram Ghag in 88 

13 Ronald Weigel, the GDR 50 km walk winner 
when asked why East German women performed 
better than their male counterparts 

14 Budhwa Oraon in the same event 

15 David Freeman in 1949 


THIS OWZ HAS BEEN COMPIUD BY: 
DEBASMSHROr. 

AMRUBOIUNE. 

ARYA KUMAR RDAO, 
PATNA-BimBA. 


AH Mitwm ml hi by M esstrlbotM 


RATWBTEST 

ABOVE 13: Wish you were part of our quiz 
team. 

BETWEEN 10 AND 13: You are not too bad. 
BELOW 10: Sportswortd reading 
recommended. 


9 Cafe de la 

• Regency was a 
I centre of sporting 
activity of the 
intellectual like 
Rousseau, Voltaire 
and Robbespiere 
Name the sport*? 

X • ‘Portuguese 
Table’*? 

1 H Which 

X • organisation 
uses this line in 
their advertisement, 
“Only the umpiies 
have a closer view’*? 

•j O Taranath 
X ^ • Shenoy, the 
handicapped Indian 
swimmer, crossed the 
English Channel 
There was another 
handicapped Indian 
who achieved this feat 
Who was he*? 

■4 O Who said, 

X O • “Pei haps 
their husbands are 
bettei than our 
wives”,and on what 
occasion*? 

^ In the 800m 
X ^ . at the Seoul 
Asiad, Shiny 
Abraham switched 
tracks before the 
200m mark Another 
male Indian athlete 
did the same thing 
Name the athlete 
•i 0r Who IS the 
X O . only 
American to win the 
men’s singles title at 
the All England 
Badminton 
Championships*? 













MOHUN BAGAN CENTENARY GOLD CUP SOCCER 


liVBian HEN East 
L T A T ® Benffal’.s Babu 
Mam 

neutralised 

Jost'ph 

BHHHH Aknngr) s H'nal 

I with a ) ifftit looter in tlie 
MoJiun B.if^-an 
Centenar y Gold (Jup 
Hocfoi final it siKnalled 
theenti y of Huger 
Mil la s Carnoroonian 
Wot Id Cup colleague 
And it was Fentenibu’s 
piTsonc e that almost 
immediately galvanised 
the IJianiant FC into 
postiyc action 
Fentumba provided a 
slight change in the 
game strategy posing 
problems lor this year’s 
triple crown winners, 
East Bengal, who, with 
their steam running out 
fast, began to backpedal 
Resulting in their 
downfall 

It was the local team 
which initially looked 
more domineering Even 
when Akongo scored it 
didn’t deter the morale 
of the players who did a 
lot of purposeful 
running, showed better 
cohesion and thrust to 
find the equaliser within 
eight minutes 
But the trouble is, that 
we lack the necessary 
strength and stamina (an 
old complaint with no 
remedies in sight) and 
that was principally 
East Bengal's undoing 
towards the end These 
were discernable signs 
of strains and at this 
precise juncture, 

Diamant exploited the 
situation Sunday 
scored the 

match-winner, no great 
goal but merely a 
deflection off Mastan 
Ahmed’s legs A 
miserable anti-climax, if 
anything. 

Luck was really with 
the African team. Luck 
was also with their 
coach Michael Kaham. 




con/in/iAiMD 


He said a couple of days 
before the final that his 
team would win the 
trophy by displaying 
some tactical changes 
But not surprisingly 
Diamant dished out 
what they played 
earlier They were 


simply, quite 
amateui'ish 
And all the talk about 
Italia ’90 star Roger 
Millaand Diamant 
Surprise, surprise, Milla 
for starters doesn’t even 
play for Diamant In 
fact, Milla has been 


club-less since the World 
Cup The truth it seems, 
IS that Milla was here 
especially to visit 
Mother Teresa, and as 
he was around opted to 
play for Diamant of 
course after much 
persuasion After his 



























spectacular success at 
the World Cup, Milla’s 
arrival created much 
‘ excitement, but his 
abrupt departure (the 
official version is a sick 
son, others say he 
demanded unacceptable 
amounts of money) left 
the tournament cold. 

How good were the 
Diamant FC team‘d 
Nothing much to talk 
about, although quite 
attuned to the needs of 
modern soccer, which 
was conspicuously 
0 noticeable in their 
opening match against 
hosts Mohun Bagan 
What a contrast 


Bagan’s performance 
was static. Certainly a 
pitiable sight compared 
to the Cameroonians 
fluid off-the-ball 
movements. 

Initially the Bagan 
team was 
defence-oriented. 
Unnecessarily ultra 
cautious. Then they 
would counter-attack 
ineffectively because 
they lacked penetration. 
However, if there was a 
spoilsport, it was 
veteran Subrata 
Bhattacharya His 
frequent foul-ups landed 
Bagan in dire trouble 
Belle Belle in fact 


embarrassing him, 
leaving him stranded, to 
score the third goal 

Mohun Bagan has had 
a pathetic season. 
Besides the IFA Super 
League title they have 
nothing else to boast of 
Fans were optimistic 
that a “revamped” 

Bagan would restore the 
shattered image (in the 
IFA Shield, Durand and 
Rovers) when PK 
Banerjee again took 
charge. But the gloom 
remained. The question 
is- when will this 
sequence of gloom 
culminate 

They then had another 


stiff obstacle to redeem 
themselves: against East 
Bengal. If they were to 
play the Cameroonians 
in the finale the hosts 
had to win at all cost. In 
a way it was, advantage 
Mohun Bagan, because 
of the inadequacies that 
confronted their arch 
rivals the absence of 
Bikash Panji, 

Krishnanu Dey and 
Monoranjan 
Bhattacharjee However 
the speculation proved 
to be quite inaccurate. 
Cheema Okerie with his 
brilliant backvolley once 
again unfolded Bagan’s 
miseries And when East 



. - i- i 

I i 


4 ' 




Diamant FC doing the ^ 
victory iap at the Salt 
Lake stadium 
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4Babu ManI (not In pic) 
scores the equaliser past 
Kllana, while Cheema 
Okerie (22) looks on. 
Diamant FC won the final 
against East Bengal 2-1. 
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B ut the 

trouble is, 
that we lack 
the necessary 
streng th and 
stamina (an 
old complaint 
with no 
remedies in 
sight) and 
that was 
principally 
East Bengal’s 
undoing 
towards the 
end 
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Bengal was on the verge 
of consolidating their 
position, substitute 
Subrata Bhattacharya 
headed in the equaliser 
off a Sishir Ghosh lob 
Though Bhattacharya 
was pardoned for his 
earher errors he 
couldn’t help Bagan to 
continue the challenge 
as East Bengal was 
ahead by one point 
East Bengal has had 
the best year They were 
in high spirits and 
beamii^ with 
confidence even after 
playing noh-stop soccer 
over the past few 
months They still 


An outstretched Bagan 
keeper Debashls 
Mukherjee falls to save a 
Nslma Paul Mango 
penalty conversion. 
Olamant won the first 
match 3-1 


looked inexhaustible 
when they challenged 
the might of Diamant 
With better thrust than 
Mohun Bag8ui, East 
Bengal troubled the 
Diamant defence 
continuosly The 
Calcutta side were very 
energetic and played a 
paced game and were 
just unlucky not to wrap 
up the match 


But then there was the 
danger of giving in Just 
team spirit and 
confidence could not 
help East Bengal win the 
ftn^—ecstasy ended in 
agony because of 
fatigfue This, however, 
shouldn't dishearten 
coach Syed 
Nayeemuddm and his 
boys IthinkNayeem 
did a fantastic job In 
fact, he has shown 
enough credentials to 
get the reckoning for 
the national team for the 
ensuing Nehru Gold 
Cup 

Subhssh Ssrcar 













Quarter-final Group League 

East Bengal 1 ■ Rajasthan 0 

East Bengal 4 BNR Q 

Semi-final 

East Bengal 2 Selanger (Malaysia) 0 

Final 


East Bengal . 0,0 ^ Mohun Bagan 0,1 

Champion — East Bengal. 

When Mohun Bagan was leading 1—0 the re¬ 
played final match was abandoned due to torrential 
rain. But then, Mohun Bagan did not play and East 
Bengal were declared winner. 

DURANOCUP 


■Quarter-final.Group League 


. East Bengal 
East Bengal 

East Bengal 


East Bengal 


10 Oelhj B B Stores 0 

3 Sikh Regimental 

Centre (Meerut) 0 

2 . Madras Regimental 
Centre 0 

Semi-final 

1,7 Simla Youngs 1,0 

Final 


Quarter-final Group League 

East Bengal 1 Port Trust 0 

East Bengal ' 0 Mohun Bagan 0 
East Bengal 2 AIFF Youth 0 


Semi-final 

EastBengal 3 Tata Football 

Academy 2 


Final 

EastBengal 1 Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing 0 

Champion — East Bengal. 

As Mohammedan Sporting withdrew their tearn 
midway through the finals, the IFA ceased their 
runners-up title and also had suspended the club. 

DURAND CUP 


EastBengal 
East Bengal 
East Bengal 


East Bengal 


Quarter-final League 

2 Sea Rock 

1 Kerala Police 

0 J.C.T. 

Semi-final 

3 B.S.F. 

Final 


0 

0 

0 


0 


EastBengal 
Champion —• 


0,1 Mohun: Began 
East Bengal. 

ROVERS CAP 


0 , 


0 


' Quarter-finai Group League 

EastBengal 0 O^mpo Sports Club 0 

EastBengaf 0 VPsco Sports 0 

EastBengal 2 . Leaders Club (Julan- 

dhar) 0 


Final 

EastBengal 0,0 MphunBagan^ 0,0 
East Bengal end Mohun Bagah were declared jolnt- 
wlhnera 

For the first time io tndlan eowser, Eairt BensK^. 
V /'won the tripple crown, but the Rovers Cup was 
, , shared by Mohun Bagan. 
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East Bengal 


3 Mahindra and Mahin- 
dra 2 


Champions — East Bengal. 

ROVERS CUP 


East Bengal 
EastBengal 

East Bengal 
Ee^t Bengal 
East Bengal 


Quarter-firtal League 

0 Dempo Sports Club 1 

3 Mahindra and Mahin¬ 
dra 1 

1 Kerala Police 0 

Semi-final 

1 East Rafa (Bahrain) 0 

Final 

1 Mahindra and Mahin¬ 
dra 0 


.Champions — East Bengal. . 

This time East Bengal created history in Indian 
/ football, by lifting the tnpple grown twice as the lone 
Indian team. 














































KN the unusually 
K warm September of 
K 2040 A D ,an 
iv animated 
discussion was taking 
place m Room 444 of the 
Peking Hilton Zhou 
Chen Me, product of the 
world's largest 
democracy, had just 
won the US Open title 
So, how good was he 
was the subject under 
debate 

Did he, for example, 
have a more effecti ve 
serve than that 
mean-mouthed Yank 
John McEnroe who won 
his fifth Open in 1991, 
49 years ago 

McEnroe now 81 but 
as vitriolic, had on 
television given his 
answei to the same 
question No (a ‘t *C(c 
way 

Peking's senior 
citizens having once 
watched McEnroe on the 
telly, voted for the Yank 
The younger ones 
disagived No-one was 
getting anywhere, till 
Yang Sang, Zhou s 
coach plucked his 
lab-top computer from 
his Proline bag and 
dialled into the IBM 
AS/9000 compu ter at the 
ATP Tour international 
headquarters at Ponte 
Vedra Becah, Florida 

The computer's reply 
was the answer In 
cumulative statistics 
through the two-week 
Open (seven matches) 
showed that while Mac's 
first serve percentage in 
1991 was 68^, Zhou 'sin 
2040,73^0, Mac's 
percen tage of first serve 
points won was 757c and 
Zhou's 69%, Mac had 45 
aces, Zhou 63, Mac’s 
percentage of second 
serve points was 62% 
while Zhou's was 56% 
and finally Mac’s 
percen tage of service 
games won was 80% 
while Zhou's was 71% 


Match Facts 


lBM*s new computerized 
scorecard for chair umpires will 
allow us to find out in 2001y how 
many aces Becker served in 1991 


Which sort of in the end 
gave McEnroe the edge 
So silence descended on 
the Poking Hilton 
All this may appear 
some futuiistic 
fantasmic I ubbish but 
no, IBM has suddenly 
made all this a realistic 
scenario No longer will 
players of diflerent 
generations be judged 
by memory or film clips 
No longer will players be 
forced to rely on circuit 
wisdom regarding the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of their 
opponents Nolongei 
will playei s pondei ovei 
which facets of their 
game are 

underdeveloped For 
IBM’s MatchFacts 
system based on a 
computerized scoring 
card for chan umpires. 


will allow for statistics 
on 3000 matches yearly 
to be stored for 
posterity 
Detailed statistics 
were available at 
tournaments m the past 
few years but once the 
umpire submitted his 
paper scorecard, and the 
media had used them for 
that specific 
tournament, they were 
forgotten This 
computer scorecard, to 
bo marked with a black 
dot in specific places will 
be stored and updated, 
which allows players, 
officials, journalists 
continuous access to 
match statistics Those 
statistics, in effect, 
become a major part of a 
his'torical record of an 
individual’s play 
Again, statistics like 


first serve percentage, 
percentage of points 
won on first serves, aces 
etc were available at 
certain tournaments 
worldwide Yet, 
MatchFacts provides a 
slightly more 
comprehensive look at a 
player’s performance by 
presenting a cumulative 
record of performances 
through a tournament 
or even through the 
year Additionally, they 
have enlarged their base 
by promising these such 
information on 77 ATP 
Tour tournaments A 
further attraction is 
allowing non-attending 
journalists access into 
their data banks 
through computers So 
now, you can sit in office 
in front of a computer, 
dial the ATP computer’s 
number at the various 
data banks and learn 
how many aces Lendl 
sei ved at Wimbledon or 
how many double faults 
he had through the 
year 

Arthur Ashe 
commenting on this 
innovation was both 
impressed and 
developed Ashe 
recounted the night 
before he beat Connors 
in the 1974 Wimbledon 
final he heided a group 
of friends into a London 
discotheque where they 
spent their time 
discussing tactics and 
Connor’s own strengths 
and flaws Had 
MatchFacts been 
available in 1974 Ashe 
could have dam cd 
instead of discussing 
Perhaps that is the best 
way to put this system 
into proper perspective « 


Tony Roche’s singular Grand Slam win in Paris, 1966 
has left memories but no statistics 
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THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


From the prone position A 


I F you have beep 
thrown to the ground 
and are lying on your 
. stomach, the uabirogiri 
la a convenient kick to 
use in self defence. 

From the prone . 
position Oying on your 
stomach), get into the 
aquattii^ position with 
your body weight 
balanced on the tip of 
your toes and your 
fingers. Look back. 

Move upwands with < 

your bo^ weight 
concentrated on the left 
teg and finger tips. Use 
your right teg to kick 
out. aiming the kick at 
your opponent’s lower 
face/ooUarbonekrea. . 

Try the same kick 
using the left teg with ’ 
the body weight shifilni^ 
onto the right teg. 
■yiMvalt Ganguly 
KyekuaMnkaikan Karate 

''aK>KMIUI>HS RAMAN BHAUA 










Look back and transfer 
your body weight onto 
the left 1^^ 


k Gtet into the squatting 
position with your body 
weight balanced on the 
tip of your toes and 
fingers 










lllfs . 




" 'I, 






A- 


Kick out with your right 
leg ^ 
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Roger Mllla 


or everyone can live the 
fUU trajectory of life. 
Nor live life to its 
gnreatest possibilities, 
wading through all the 
obstacles, hardships 
and the quicksands of fate’s 
inscrutable uncertainties. For 
most, life—^its potential—remains 
stuck in midpassage sometimes 
through destiny's diabolical 
designs, sometimes through 
sheer lack of will. 

For Roger Mills, life—its 
enormous promise—got stuck in 
mldpassage, abruptly, two years 
ago. when football all of a sudden 
became anathema to him. amid 
the pain and anguish of a personal 
tragedy. And betrayal too. 

In 1088, Roger Mills, then 
Camercmn’s most spectacular 
soccer hero, had gone on a tour 
abroad as a member of the 
national team, for which hjs was 
undoubtedly the greatest source 
of inspiration. Back home he had 
left behind his aging mother,. 
<iriticaUy ill. Roger Mills lov^ his, 
mother like no other person in tlw 
world.andheleftthecountryoh- 
tfae condition that the Cameroon 
FVx}tball As8cx:iation would take 
full care of his 70 year-old 
pain-stripken mother. 

When Mills returned, horror 
mvSHed him. His mother had 

disd-HB^ most painfpi of sU—in 

the wretched misery <prtota) ; ' 
n^leot and even maltreaiinent. 

"It seemed as if football its^ . 







MUawoiOd 

]«tWr Miy, 

fbotbi^ toiMi t<> iMsp |b«ir 
imipiiae was so upscttUns.*'So 
Mills<iuit football, In tsuxx, Jn 
anftuisB and in the shocking 
awanansss of the Satanic face of 
soccer and the men who run it in 
Cameroon. Now, theenonnoiu 
but unflilfUled promise of Roger 
Mills the footbMler quietly began 
to sink into obscurity, into 
oblivion, as time slowly dislodged 
him ftom football’s fleeting 
memory. 

But being destiny’s favoured 
child the path of Roger Mills was 
not bound towards insignificance, 
but glory, even if that meant being 
reborn from the womb of obhvion 
to return to face history’s 



h(tt'(>'^iranihipi 
"Reo^norm 
ally wisha 
happy ending,'* 
sa^ Mills now, 
in his fluent 
French which 
always requires 
him an 

intwpretorfor 
commiuiications 
with the outside 
world. “But 
when 1 retired, it 
seemed my 
football life came to a 
terrible end I retired m 
disgust, in shock, almost hatred 
for those who gave me so much 
pain,” Milla recalls 
‘Tve played football since I was 


MiflS'grec-'s Miiia Veteran 
footballer Subrata Bhattacharya. 
hno.vnas Milla ot Mohun Bagan 
presents a club emblem replica 
to V'e Cameroonian star 
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“Success 
always locks 
like a Sake, 
wkaalteeaies 
la a rash or all at 
a saSdeo. la uiy 
ease success 
has came meek 
too late, la tact, 
alter I returaeil 
almost ham Oie 
dead. But whea 
It came, It came 
all ot a suddea. 
That’s why It 
looks like a 
Hake... ” Reger 
Milla 
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Mtir, U» 
mmmM 
m/uMIM 
mmlsBtl 
BegerMUIa, U$ 
teotballer 
guletir began to 
sink Into 
nhseoritg, Inta 
ohlMnn, asUme 
slowly dlsledgeg 
him bom 
leethairs 
fleeting 
mammy... 
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13, and I was always suooessful 
Bo. I was ahappy man and I was 
sure that my future wotild be 
happy too. But it so happened that 
my retirement came so 
unexpectedly, so shockingly, and 
sopainftilly 
Itvmsthemost . 
disappointing 
thing in my 
life." 

It took the 
Cameroonians 
peaiiy two 
years to wake 
up to tbs fact 
{hatcmecf^ 
country's 
greatestYootball 
ing assets 
wael3riiigin 


de(»y, so tragically insulated in 
h& jjin^nal cocoon of hatred and 
disiBMsionment—just when the 
nation imeparing for the 
W(H‘ld Cup in Italy 

And as public demand rose fen* 
his return. Millk eras in the news 
all over again with the 
Camerocmian President himself 
intervening to persuade Mills to 
return to t^ game. 

"But the hurt wasede^, and it 
was difflloultfor me to say ‘yes', 
because the memories of my 
mothor's det^ was still so 
upsetting," Milla oontinuedi "The 
fedwraiddn prmnised ^at I was not 
to worry; Qiat WhUe I was away 
they wc^d take care of 
ersnythhig. When I got beck, my 
motl^ Was dead. And not only 
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had no one taken care of her, they 
even refused to pay the hospital 
bills and also insulted me As if I 
were a beggar And remember, I 
had left my dying mother behind 
just on their promise I just did 
not want to see their foces any 
more The whole thing, football 
itself, you know, became so bitter, 
so sad, so emotionally draining 

After much persuasion form 
friends and fans Milla eventually 
overcame his gnef and joined the 
World Cup squad just a few 
months b^ore the tournament 
began "ttwasagOoddecisiotK,* 
now irssiise. Perhaps, it wasfjiMl 
‘written ‘That’s why everything 

iNt&l Ultth EValln at the 
>nl 

na 


ht^pened BO Inevitably. as if 
eveiytiiing was preordained from 
before, perhaps, my mother has 
now had some peace in heaven” 

Yes, MUla’asuooess in the World 
Cup came hke one inexorable, 
inesoapalde dream sequence 
Making his appearance as a 
I second-half substitute MUla, like a 
powerful catalyst, raised 
Cameroon to unexpected heights 
of efficiency and fluidity, and 
eventually did the all-important 
Job of scoring through guile, 
great physical prowess and of 
course, opportuiuem 

We can all remember his two 
late goals that pulverised 
Romania, his swift unstoppable 
and gleeful move to surprise and 
rum Colombia’s over-confident 
Higuita, and how his untiring 
efforts took Cameroon so close to 
overtaking even England m that 
heart-stopping qpiarter finals 

Can all this be a fluke, as many 
an expert whom Milla calls his 
’detractors’ sugg^st^ 

Perhaps, the heady mix of Itaha 
*90 has now given Milla an inner 
strength to face such charges 
with a stoic nonchalance He 
answers with the calm, 
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mtilaiqMUde of oim who 

knows hismisstbn hasahsady 
been aboompUshMi. 

Mills says, ‘*W<ril« euooeae 
always looks like a flukSr/trbsn it 
oomes in a rush or sU ctf W.«a(ldniJ 
Jto zsy case suooess (of WOrklCttp.; 
pn^iortions) has oome mindi 
1^. in fact, alter I retip^Md atom, 
tne ttesd, but when it ouns it came 
aU of knudden, all too unnEpboM. 
that’s Ikhy it looks likak fiwa'. 
But J think if Italia’90 ^aaa 
fluke, then flidm means succeM,”, 

' Unfortunately, 
worst denouik>^r^t of his World 
C|i4)aohieyatwti^hk#^^^ from; 

; 'his Ofrn OQlleag^t’^|i;;:ht(^t ^... i - 
interview one of Ceiiiiyoi^’sinm^ 
{tfcminent stare, F^atuMlB Oouuq,,. 
Biyik has sought to r. 



miKteadohArihutloi^ . = t. ~ 
silcioa8S.OneQftbS'biggseA .. 
protfCbinsdf ^Moan fbotball is 
that them to too much bmksrlng, 
too much bad blood, too mnoh 
aorimohy.'” 

The (srus^Ctf tlto madter totha^ 
even ttie Soviet Coach 
Nejpomniaohi’aixintributicn was 
Etonie^ its due credit. On the 
flimsy groimd of Nepomniachi’s 
lack of oonunand over any AfTicui 
language, most of the 
Camenxmtao World Cuppers have 
in their poet Italy interviews 
slighted the Soviet coach’s role in 
their BUoceaaful^Tnpaign. 

"Well, I owe my success, my . . 
everything only to God. And I am 
not really very good at analysing;. 
things in that way, you knovv. 
These who ate stying such things 
nuy be having a better 
luderstattdlng of things, 8p that's. 


wim priyifiB win nMiiir 

toCaleutl|:'H<Nsemyn4eCMa 
onlytoOod* 
underestlmato Mills’s 
performanoe, saying, "If he had 
not had {flayers around him who 
did an enormous amount of work, 
he couldn’t have done what he 
SlUto’s colleagues saerifloed ' V. 
f^atoetves emd their game to: f 

sejE^him." , , ■' ;■(. :, 

ilfilto’s reply: *1 wonder why 
Biyik Suddenly tocflE so mtioh : . 
jhahto. to show me in poor ijght, If if 
Whet he etyd wae trusf thmi the, 
whdfe wteld would have seento - v>^ 
happeh.^apa^, 


.iete thera^Th^Jui^'hblt'^^ 











1“'’" ^ p ' ^. 

wtur tl^Me kMpixif <m glvjikH^ 

f^y f1a;mn tlh|tyj |'^ 

Iln VM)^. Idid whit 1 

WMBwppoiodtodo. 0o*Tm 

Y 0 t.*ih 6 re is ttMiuniniataikabto 
note hurt in MiUa’i voice When 
one tfl^ ab(mt the cHtloinni that 
have come ftrom hie own 
comrades. Hie pity ie that MiUa is 
constantly and pidOhiUy aware 
that his age dora not give him a 
second chance to prove, sort of 
reconfirm his Italian exploits 
“Sol miist not get angry, 
because if I gpet angry people will 
say,‘do it again and prove ail that 
was no fluke.* Fm too old to do it 
9 again I don’t know what wiU 
happen to me in the next four 
years before the US World Cup I 
wish Icould guess ** 

'Fruly, where Milla will be in 
fours years’ time is anybody’s 
guess. Roger Milla, at the m,oment 
is drifting midstre^ in the «» 
Whirlpool of bune and rekindled 
ambitions. He has been reported to 
have negotiated and then rejected 
acontraot with Puebla in Mexico, 


" ''an 'T 

and alsb making opaytrovwslal 
•taMnunts, desoriUng the Freh^ 
fhodMB lujdlwxWss wfaeoe he 
I^iyed b^oreasa'liancdi of slave 
drivers, with ho respect fbr 
human (Ugiii^. 

Yet Kfilla is happy, not just 
becaus e of his own successt but 



the fkot that hie fai^ tale story is 
now being looked up on as 
symbolio of oi^ress^ AfHoa’s 
upsurge In the realm of human 
dimity 


“Cameroon’s success is actually 
the result of the resurgent spint 
of new AiMca,” he would say, 
“And I'm sure the stir that our 
succms has created will provide a 
new impetus to the African youth 
for venturing towards new 
heights in all spheres of life “ 


So. Roger Milla now basks in 
that comforting sense of 
fulfilment he had been pining for 
all his life. His life, its potential, 
was disrupted m midpasaage. 
Now, he knows he has lived his 
life to its fullest possibilities "It 
w^ all written."# 


GRAND PRIX MOTORCYCLING NEWS 



ABI ANDY 
■iW MAMOLA.the 
Clown Prince of Grand 
Prix motor bike 
racmR, is 31—and 
it has been a 
delayed coming of age 
for the happy-go-lucky 
Californian. The man 
with a highly developed 
sense of mischief has 
been given one last 
chance. 

His professionalism 
and dedication to 
winning at all costs 
faded so dramatically 
after four championship 
runners-up placing that 
he was discajxled as a 
viable entity by the 
nu^or teams. 

It is obvious, that his 
reputation as a 
fun-loving joker was not 
the image required by 
serious riders such as 
Kenny Roberts, his 
teammate at Yamaha or 
Giacomo Agostini, of 
Italy, in the rival 
Marlboro-Yamaha team, 
or for that matter at 
Honda or Suzuki. And 
the easy rider slipped 
fromthe rankings. 

Cagiva—nui by the 
two Oastiglione 
brothers—dispensed 
with Mamola’s services 
and the fortune they 
were paying him by 
euinoimcing that they 
were qtiitting racing 
altogether and then 
changed their minds a 
week later. They were so 
desperate to get rid of 
him that they didn’t 
even allow him to make 
asign-oHracein 


Australia. 

At the same time they 
courted Eddi Lawson, 
USA, the three-time 
world champion, with a 
blank cheque. When 


news got to M^ola, 
that Lawson had tested 
the 500 CC bike in 
Yugoslavia, he put ‘for 
sale’ notices on his 
flamboyant motorhome. 


It seems as if the fun-loving joker's 
image is not what the Cagiva wanted 
and this resulted in Mamola being 
sacked 


He said, “It shocked me 
when Cagiva said they 
were packing up racing. 
I thought that was that, 
but what I heard after 
that, hurt.” 

Salvation came in the 
form of the French 
Sonautu-Gauloises- 
Yamaha team, who 
having lost Christian 
Sarron, the French 
racing folk hero to a 
timely retirement at the 
age of 35, signed him 
up. 

They know that his 
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ixmate talent, his 
bravery and his 
crucially important 
technical knowledge are 
not in. dispute; his 
readiness to stop his 
clowning maybe, but 
insiders are confident 
that the winner of 13 
Grand Prix will finally 
behave himself. 

On the new team, 
Mamola said, “It looks 
almost certain that I will 
be riding the 
Sonauto-Yamaha next 
year, and that's a great 


THE only aspect Of 
life about which a 
Mamoiais 
extremeiy serious is 
his exhaustive 
charity work for 
Save the Chiidren 
Fund... 


chance for me. I’m still 
full of confidence. I 
know I can do a good Job 


for them.” 

"It's what I’ve needed for 
a while—and I know I 
can get myself up there 
among the top guys like 
Rainey, Lawson and 
Wayne Gardner. 

“This is one really 
great bike, it's got all the 
good works stuff on it 
and, as Christian Sarron 
showed last year, it can 
be a real trouble to the 
front running guys. 

“Sarron had a couple 
of bad falls this season, 
but he was never far 


ftt»m the front. With 
that sort of machinery 
for me, I think people 
will see a new Mamola 
next season." 

The only aspect of life 
about which Mamola is 
extremely serious, is his 
exhaustive charity work 
for Save the Children 
Fund. He labours 
tirelessly worldwide for 
the charity and when he 
got a big pay rise several 
years ago, donated a 
percentage of it to the 
fund. 



* M 



CAGiVA dispensed 
withMamoia’s 
services and the 
fortune they were 
paying him by 
announcing that 
they were quitting 
racing aitogether 
and then changed 
their minds a week 


“1 really enjoy doing 
things for 

under-privileged kids. I 
get a greater kick out of 
that than with any win 
I’ve ever had on the 
track. It really is a big 
thrill to know you’ve 
done something that 
could help somebody far 
less privileged than 
yourself.”# 
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F or the party vultures and for those, 
who for various reasons cannot turn 
down offers to parties, here are a 
few tips to tackle the alchohol, specially 
when it just seems to be flowing... 

1) EAT THEN DRINK; Bread and lots of 
butter would be the ideal thing because 
the butter acts as a buffer on the walls 
of the stomach and slows down the 
absorption process of the alcohol into 
the blood stream. 

2) HAVE IT ICED: A whiskey with lots of 
ice is less potent then one served right 
up. 

3) PARTY SMARTLY: At a party follow each 
drink with a glass of soda or a 
soft-drink, you’ll always have something 
in our hand to sip, and others won’t 
know the difference. Most important 
you'll counteract alchohol’s dehydrating 
offsets 

4} DON’T REACH OUT FOR THE CHIPS; When 
drinkingdon’t munch on snacks that are 
salted. The salt in the food increases 
your thirst. 

5) THE BOnOM LINE IS, DRINK IN 
MODERATION 

H OW many times have you got up in 
the morning swe^ing that you’ll 
never touch alcohol again. You’ve 
got a nagging headache, your mouth 


tastes foul and you wish you had not 
drunk last night. Don’t reach out for the 
aspirins yet. 

Aspirins are the worst antidote for 
hangovers and anyway the relief is just 
temporary. 

Jump (hie) out of bed and head 
straight for the shower. Stay under a 
cold shower till you no longer feel the 
‘buzz’ in your head. Top it up with a 
shave and you’ll once again be glowing. 
Psychologists claim that the best way 
to feel fresh is to ‘get’ fresh. 

Take it easy on the breakfast and 
keep it to bread and plenty of fruit 
juices and water, because your 
stomach will need some time to recover. 
During the day put In lots of fluids 
because alchohol leaves your body 
dehydrated and your skin looking 
toneless. Hence the stress, on 
increasing the fluid intake. These easy 
to follow tips should see you cruising 
through another day. 

In the evening when you reach out for 
that ‘just another’ drink, think of the 
time when you got out of bed, unless 
you ore one of those who follow the 
axiom, ‘To avoid hangovers, stay 
drunk.’ 





THE BEST OF TENNIS WRITING 







'TfH: V 

ht€sh 




BY PETER 6000(1981) 





S fantastic, no?* Hie NastasQ asked 
me. as he waved at the duttNned 
table that stood like a d^Cbuit 
gesture against the stark, 
contemporary fhmishings of the 
hotel room high above suburban 
Memphis. Nastase’s voice filled with wonder. ‘I 
never see nothing like it—never Idon’teven 
know how it works 'Nastase laughed and then 
added: ‘But it’s fantastic, I can’t stop looking at 
if 

Nastase was talking ^xnit a clock, one of the 
three he had purchased on an impulse a few 
days earlier in Chicago. The ‘fantastic’one was 
encased in a horizontM chrome cylinder about 
eight inches in diameter. The face of the clock 
lacked numerals. Instead, twoUnes—eetat 
right anc^likethscroadiairsofanfle 
sight—quartered the clock’s face. Hie hour 
and minute hands were mere black sUvwB, and 
the second hand wasn't even a hand; just a disc 
as Ug as a silver dcdlar firedy wandering 
around the dock’s face.‘The most flantastio 
part of aU was the way the clock’s face changed 
odours, from passionate red to orange to 
magenta to melandidy blue. 

dressed in his wet tennis dothee, 
Nastase flopped into a white wire chair. Just 
an hour earlier, he had lost in the first round 
of the US National Indoor Championships, lost 
in straight sets to Jim Ddaney, a qualifier who 
ranked STOtb in the worid. Nastase looked at 
the tdeviskm, but he oouldnt resist glancing 
over to the dock.‘You should see it in the 
nig^fhesaid. ‘If I wake up in the dark and see 
the dock, it is really something—strong, like 
thesun...’ , 

Nastase pcqiped out of his chair. The only 
two rackets he hai^ brou|fht to Memphis fell to 
the carpet. Ihe raokete were different modds. 
Neither of them hadaoover. The room went 
dark as Nasteae switched off the lights, 
leaving it illuminated only hy the vivid, 
aUi^t^disoo n oertlng light of time leasing in 
odours—tims passing for the vibrant, 
unlbrgettaUe genius of a tennis player whoee 
career, like hie moods, has been a seguenoe of 

i dramatk) odours. 

The dock dowly turned tdus, deep blue as 
the days have been for Nastase for waU ovm* a 
I year, hoi the darkness, I oould bear the words 
I___■ 













' liMP|Atfft%OOlE*llB»^ 
i^HiT^Al^Jdwaotr.lliK^ ':; 

' gomQfrth«d8M6ii4AM(Iiviabk^(lg«tl)te 
>tufrtbg«ttwr. n)yaioA% ip^tfwatilliiUgr. 

kiiow.Btttlkiiowl)»*«lMtMrfi^l»ttB^^ , 
' Iptheworld. AiKithare%no<wadtotriMili l j| fa <i , j 
he’s good nian.* 

di:^klenly the lights weoU on dffaiit 


retuitied to ms ohair and begsa to sntp w ovr 
Shirt His syes settled on the tdevision ttttit lj(i 1 ; 
alvaysonto ward off the lonelinessofabat^ 
room. Besides, he was going to talk shout his' 
teotddes. And if you are going to reveal soqis/ 
ofyour deeper ISelings to a guy like mewled , 
notebook, it is easier for both of you if l^iere it/,), 
something to look at besides each other, ' 

Host a little speed, maybe a step or two, and \ 
I lost some oonfidenoe,* NSstase began without; 
benefit of a questicm. ‘When you lose your , 

oonfldSnoe, everything else goes. You eat badt 
you sleep bad. you don't ineodse.’Nastase 
paused. He continued in a quicker, anxious 
tone: *006 day, Hi wake up and decide 1 won't 
play any more. I don't ei\joy losing. But I 
would miss the tour too much. The tour is 
something insdde me.' 

It was the fierce confession of a man who has 


spent almost two full decades playing tennis, 
playing more demanding, mentally 
debilitating tennis than any man alive. Many 
people feel he played too much, left too miich of, 
his flviid, poetic game on overnight flights 
between continents, and in cow-towns Ml over , 
the world. 

Naatase is 3B now. and critics whisper that 
his nerves are shot, burned to cinders like the . 
elements (rf'an overused appliance. Harold 
Solomon says he hasn't seen‘competitive tirtf ^ 
in Nastase for about four years. But Nastass 
doesn't see the cost of his fame and wealth in 
thoseterxns. Tohim.itismorepainfUl^nu^ * 
desperate. 

Tennis is a very dangerous life,'he said 
sombrely. His tanned, youthfol face grew old 
and sad. He let the wet shirt fail to tte carpet. 
Tennis cost me my family becausen isn't 
normal life,' he went on. To spend nine years 
with a person (his wifb Nikki) and to have a 
child.. .to lose them because of a game, is a lag, 
big price to pay. 

‘But what can I do, kill foya^ I am not the 
first person to go throuBk this.' Nastase's 
voice went flat. ‘Bo I am IqMng now, 1 have no 
oonfidenoe. Ijniffts^when I lose, but I want to 
be where the show is... because tennis is my 
lifb. I know pec^fte si^ I should retire, but what 
do I dp then? 1 don’t care about opinion; it's my 
own link To t^ me to rMire tomorow is like 
* saying 1 must die tomorrow. And I don’t want 
todie.' 






' llM qpark of deflanoe in Nastase'a eyw 0e(l> 

Ba began to undo the laoes of his shoes. 

Some of Nastase’s Mends worry about his 
health. His frame of mind has been constantly 
oolourad by the divorce proceedings that have 
dragged (m in the French courts to nearly a 
year. Despite the state of his gi^ne. the 
promotera of tournainsnts and eochihitlons line 
up to Naatase's services becauM he is still a 
Ug name. And no matter how far his ranldng 
drops, he can still get into tournaments as a 
wild-card entrant admitted at the discretion 
thepromotos. But the way he has been 
playing drives him deeper into himself . 

Barlier, Qene Iteyer had said, Tf Nastase 
stopped playing to a while, he’d inobaldy 
realise bow unhappy he is. Butthedrouit, it’s 
like a fantasy, liln college—an esoi^ from the 
real pressures of life.’ 

Strufi^ling with a lace, Nastase addressed 
his 8hod<^: n[hnnis is the straiigest game 
ever. It is all in your head, little things can 
bother you. destroy your game. So toink what 
a big thing can do. ’ 

Ihe big things, like loatng the companion of 
your beet years. It was a storybook romance 
be tw ee n Die and Nikki, a courtship played out 
across the verdant lawns and sun-dappled 
verandas of tennis clubs around the world, 
culminating in marriage when Nastase was at 
the eenith of his career. For a few years, Nikki 
was a delightful aiparition at tennis 
tournaments, as cool and distant as Nastase 
was hot and close. After bearing their 
daughter. Nathalie, who’s now she, Nikki 
stoiped going to toumammits. Her husband 
did not. 

‘Exactly how do the big things aflbct you on 
the court?’I asked. 

Nastase threw a shoe over toward the middle 
of the room, where a suitcase lay with its 
oemtents exploded aU over the ftoor. Nastase 
calmly rqdiad. 1 know I can’t be (m top 
anymore, but 1 know I shouldn't feel confused 
on a tennis court, and Ido. Sometimes when 
I’m jdaying, 1 fM like thsbourt is not my 
anymore. It makes me sad and I just think, ' 
"OK, this is bad, so just ftnimi the match 
anyway".’ 

After a minute he oontinusd: 1 drat feel the 
pressure before matches now. Now when I go 
taip a match. Fm ncA so nervous like I used to 
twa^ I miss that very much. When I was 
ptkiHig imy best, I was never aware of t^ 
peoiile, 0m fkns. Ail I want vms to win. and 1 
plSi^vmilwbentwaBdown. (fight like heU. 
tlmfshowIwas:.NOwIamtberejusttobei];i j; 
tb^game. It isHlto Aftuitdcn for me. But IbAve V 
tobetliiareor.eiaeli»sps^dai theyfiargeti^.’ 


IM^, buti rem em bt^ai^t tbs divome^ . 

AocQxdlng toNastssathsIl^OsISH^ 

’.sdoi^htow^esgeHyy^'^j^^ 



' abandoned luzn Yannick Noah, the top French nervous than me about the future In France, 1 

player, had told me, ‘It’s true the French love have to pay a $26,000 ftne because I have a 

you when you are vmuung, but when you Mercedes-Benz with German plates, a Ferrari 

begm to lose, they Imve no more respect But with Italian plates and a pick-up truck with 

still, everybody knows him Every time I tadce a American plates So I am crazy, just like on 

taxi, the driver asks me about Nastase • court But if my plane gees down tomorrow. I 

One of Nastaae’s lawyers, Peter Lawler of don’t want to be the richest guy m the 

Donald Dell’s firm, told me that his chent was cemetery I want to go down in a good mood ’ 

booked to play for 47 weeks this year The The atmosphere m the room momentarily 

figure IS preposterous, the itmerary of a hghtened In a drama on the TV screen. Evita 

homeless man But that’s how Nastase wants Peron stood before a cheering throng Nastase 

it He admits he’s a ‘yo-yo’ and claums that if he watched her, with the eyes of a man who knew 

stops for two weeks, he gets sick the same intoxication But like most 

Nastase’s income will be enormous and the professionals, the respect of his peers has a 

job of Dell’s firm, as Lawler put it, ‘is to make deeper meaning than the cheers of the crowd 

sure he doesn’t end up sitting on a bar stool for Nastase That’s why he feels bitter toward 

when he’s 70, without a penny to his name ’ John McEnroe, who often makes fun of 
Nastase had made some financial errors m his Nastase, denymg him the respect Nastase feels 

past Thereweremany‘friends’who came he deserves 

^ along offermg spectacular deals that only ‘The ones who understand me are the ones 

trimmed Nastase’s bank account For a while, who saw me at the top. who knew how I could 

Nastase was managed by his brother-in-law play,’Nastase said ‘Arthur (Ashe) 

But money never occupied Nastase’s nimd understands me So does Borg Jimmy 

‘Is it normal for me to go in the street and (Connors) too You know, Jimmy invited me 
buy three clocks’?’Nastase asked, laughmg down to Florida to practise with him It was 

“The people who work for me, they are more mce from him Jimmy is a good man, he cares 

Nastase (extreme right) has an altercation with a stranger (extreme left) at a discotheque. The 
stranger objected to Nastase looking at his girlfriend 




“WimblecJon”, Nastase paused. He was 
obviously haunted by his failures in his 
two appearances in finals there. “I can’t 
think about Wimbledon because I had 
too many other good tournaments” 


But I know how I am Maybe I am a little too 
proud I never went.’ 

Because of his pnde, Nastase comes and 
gpoes at a tournament, shrouded in mystery 
The other players whisper about the man who 
was once the best player on the planet 'Nobody 
considers him much of a factor anymore,’ Trey 
Waltke haa told me ‘NEusty’s pretty much in 
his own world He comes in, does his little 
routine, and then everybody lets him go off to 
his corner.’ Waltke’s voice dropped, and when 
he contmued, it was almost reverentially: ‘It’s 
sad, because he’s the most respected talent any 
of us have ever seen. I hate to say it, it's kind of 
weird, but everybody talks about him m a 
tragic sense.’ 

The great moments, the titles, won’t be 
forgotten, though. When I askbd Nastase 
about them, his craggy, mobile features 
relaxed. The mention of his four Masters titles 
brought a sheepish grin to his face. ‘I don’t 
know what I was doing to win four Masters 
titles,’ he said. ‘1 can’t say. For me the nicest 
memories are always the jokes. How happy 
people were when I was in the dressing room." 








‘Wimbledon,’ Naatase paxised. He was 
obviously haunted by his failures in his two 
appear£uices in finals there. 'I can’t think about 
Wimbledon,’ he continued, ‘becatise I had too 
many other good tournaments.’ 

‘What else are you proud of?’ I quickly 
asked. 

‘That I am professional,’ Nastase answered. 
‘In almost 20 years of tennis, I average about 
35 tournaments a year. I played non-stop and I 
never defaulted from one tournament. I had 
one broken ankle and one kidney stone and 
that was all I did my job pretty good, I think. ’ 

Pensively, Nastase picked up one of his 
rackets and began to heft it. He looked trim* 
and fit, wearing just his shorts and the smile 
brought on by memories of better times—times 
when his nerves were like the strings of a 
violin and his game served as a bow to bring 
forth some of the most melodious tennis any 
mortal has ever witnessed 

‘Everybody thinks it was easier for me with 
my attitude,’he said ‘But I don’t think so All 
the extra things took the energy out of me. 
When I was younger, I didn’t r^ise it. 1 just 
go out to play. But I see it now, how much it 
hurt me in some big matches. ’ 

Nastase let the racket drop. He muttered, ‘I 
know I can still win, but I’m not strong enough 
to say, “OK tomorrow I will win the 
tournament ’’ Even when I was No. 1,1 never 
thought I could win for sure It was always 
maybe I can, maybe I cannot I wasn’t a killer, 
maybe I had too much fantasy. I had to feel 
how my game was going, then I could say, 

“OK, today I win.’’’ 

I forgot what I wanted to ask Nastase next 
because a little incident that occurred just 
after he lost to Delaney occupied my mind. We 
were upstairs and had decided to skip the locker 
room, he was just cooling off before going back 
to the hotel A ball girl reached through the 
crowd around us, hoping Nastase would 
autograph a bad. She finally had to touch him 
to get his attention. 

‘You work my match?’ Nastase said as he 
took the ball. ‘Were you scared?’ 

The girl bravely shook her head, pretending 
that she hadn’t been scared at ad. 

‘Good,’ Nastase said. ‘Sometimes they get 
soared. You don’t have to be scared of me, I’m 
an OK guy.’ 

A bad boy from the match stood nearby, 
munching a corndog, staring. Nastase 
grinned at htan, saying, ‘You were so slow 
tonight because you didn’t eat, yes? Next time, 
you eat a big dinner before you bad boy. Then 
you’ll be the best. ’ 'The boy shyly smiled. 

Nastase’s life is fud of such vignettes. He has 
always craved communication, hungered for 
the touch of passionate feelings in his 
relationships with everyone, including 
umpires. Yet he has made very few close 



The good days: Evert, Connors, Nastase 

friends, as if such a relationship would inhibit 
his freedom, cramp his need to express his 
individuality on the stage that is both larger 
and smaller than life 

I remembered something that Solomon had 
said ‘Nastase always avoided real close 
relationships. That’s probably been the chief 
thing missing m his life Nastase’s reaction 
was always to put others down It was a way of 
keeping people at a distance ’ 

Then I remembered what I’d wanted to ask 
Nastase It was,‘Do you think you’d ever 
many again?’ 

‘No, I don’t think so,’ he replied ‘It would be 
mce to have a child who likes to play tennis, 1 
would like that.’ Crestfallen, he added, ‘My 
daughter, she is not interested in tennis ’ 

‘And the future, what do you want people to 
say about you m the future‘s’ 

Nastase pondered the question The 
fantastic clock was silent, but the disc kept 
moving and the cross-hairs were pointing 
right at the almo.st naked man sitting in the 
wire chair. ‘I was a crazy player, a fantasist,’ 
he flnady replied. ‘I don’t want them to say 
that I was the best, just how 1 really was>a 
compdcated player Now there is stdl the 
controversy, but I know that in some years all 
that wdl be gone. The titles, they will stay ’ 

It seemed like the right time to go Nastase 
saw me to the door When it softly closed 
behind me, I had to beat back an impulse to 
knock again, to go back inside and throw ail 
those clocks out of the window, especially the 
‘fantastic’ one that kept turning blue # 





Threatened 


Bitter iwrsonal fueds 
involving Europe’s 
millionaire golfers 
who threatened to 
tear apart the 
‘gentlemen’s game’' 


Deep divisions and 
allegations of greed, 
envy and bitter personal 
feuds involving 
Europe’s millionaire 
golf stars has surface 
and threatened to tear 
apart the “gentlemen's 
game” In an intense and 
often angry dispute, in 
which even the 
wealthiest of them all, 
Severiano Ballesteros of 
Spain, has been accused 
of “blackmail,” doubt 
was again thrown over 
the future of the 
prestigious Ryder Cup 
competition between 
Europe and the United 
States 

The Cup itself—a 
small, solid gold trophy 
bought for just £250 m 
the early 19208—is at 
the centre of the storm 
Who owns it and 
therefore has control 
over the biennial contest 
that now generates so 
much money and 
passion*? 

Historically and 
legally, it belongs to 
Britain's Professional 
Golfers Association 
(PGA), which accepted it 
from a businessman 
who dreamed up the 
competition and sent the 
first team across the 
Atlantic to do battle with 
the Amencans 

Today, though, the 
British PGA no longer 
represents the men who 
pUw in the competition 
Ita members are club 
^tifessionals who make 


a living running golf 
shops, coaching and 
mending eqiupment 

They are distant 
“cousins” of the 
household 
names—Ballesteros, 
Nick Faldo, Ian 
Woosnam, Jose-Maria 
Olazabal, Bernhard 
Langer and the 
rest—who are 
represented by the 
European Tour And the 
tour resents the Ryder 
Cup being controlled by 
people who play little 
part in it 

Those resentments 
surfaced when the 
Johnnie Walker Scotch 
whisky company 
announced it would 
sponsor the European 
team for the next match 
and pledged to invest 
between £3 million and 
£4 milUon over the next 
four years 

As they did so, at what 
should have been a 
joyful occasion for both 
sides, it became clear 
that the peace between 
the PGA and the 
European Tour was an 
uneasy one 

They cannot agree on 
who will control the next 
match, at Kiawah 
Island, South Carolina 
next September Indeed, 
that problem may be 
tougher than the new 
Kiawah Island course, 
which IS said to have 
been designed for 
masochists by architect 
Pete Dye, nicknamed 


“the Mai quis de Sod ” 
But whether the 
match will take place 
remains uncertain, with 
the two sides locked in 
dispute over finance 
The Tour has offered 
the club pros £750,000 
in exchange for 
television rights, with 
any other income split 
equally The PGA is 
tempted by the deal, but 
do not want to do 
business for more than a 
12-year period-a 
situation unacceptable 
to the Tour, which 
wants the row resolved 
immediately 
Ken Schofield, the 
Tour’s executive 
director, insisted this 
week that if the 
American match is to go 
ahead, there must be 
agreement by February, 
when Europe’s pros 
begin playing for places 
in the 12-man squad 
That agreement will 
come soon, according to 
John Lindsey, executive 
-director of the PGA He 


said “Negotiations with 
the European Tour are 
close to success I believe 
we will send our best 
possible team to face the 
Americans There 
should be no difficulty 
about European players 
starting to qualify for 
inclusion in the side ” 

“It was necessary and 
correct to have 
discussions with the 
European Tour The 
Ryder Cup represents a 
£10 million turnover It 
IS proper to protect and 
secure this investment 1 
am only disappointed 
that our talks have 
received so much 
publicity” Lindsey 
insists that all major 
issues with the 
European Tour have 
been settled In future 
the PGA and the Tour 
will alternate in 
choosing home venues 
There is only “fme 
detail’ to be completed 
on finance j 

“We have still to agree 
a few points, like the 









Tony Jacklln with tha 
Ryder Cup 



structure of the match 
in future," adds Mr 
Lindsey ‘ But I am very 
hopeful this will happen 
soon ’ 

So far only the captain 
of the European team is 
known—Bernard 
Oallacher, the Scot who 
assisted his piedece&sor 
Tony Jacklin in thfee 
successful campaigns 

Yet before a ball is 
struck, Gallacheris 


offering his resignation 
Shattered by the power 
struggle, he says "This 
has been the worst year 
of my life It has ruined 
my own golf There has 
been no chance to 
concentrate on putting 
together a team 
There is also deep 
anger that The Belfry, 
near Birmingham in the 
heart of England, has 
been chosen as the 


European venue of the 
competition for the third 
time in succession 
Though it 18 a proven 
money-spinning course 
and the TOA has its 
permanent offices there, 
the one-time potato field 
with a featureless 
landscape finds little 
favour with the 
European team 
Ballesteros argues 
that Spam is overdue to 


stage the Ryder Cup 
Faldo wants it held on 
one of Britam's great 
links courses, and there 
18 a strong lobby for 
Ireland 
Whatever the 
arguments, Jacklin 
msists “Tour pros 
cannot be dictated to by 
people whose interests 
are quite different Cash 
has become pai amount 
in the Ryder Cup 
“The Spanish 
contribution to the 
Ryder Cup has been 
magnificent It is only 
justice that the Cup 
should go to Spain 
preferably before Seve is 
too old to play m it ’ 
Ballesteros, who is 33, 
campaigned hard for the 
Club de Campo in 
Madrid as the 1993 
venue 

Now he says "I feel 
disillusioned My desire 
m the Ryder Cup may 
not be the same Spanish 
golf deserved better than 
this ’ 

And it is that hint that 
Seve may be losmg his 
motivation that brings 
cries of “blackmail” from 
traditionalists who want 
the matches to remain 
on British soil 
The solution’ All the 
aces are held by the star 
players Without them, 
the Ryder Cup would 
detenorate and TV and 
sponsors would vanish 
Jacklin says "The Cup 
may end up as a 
museum piece " 

For almost 30 years 
no-one cared who ran 
the Ryder Cup 
Today Europe’s 
golfers, acclaimed the 
best on earth, are close 
to losmg the Ryder 
Cup all by themselves 

BM Lawton and Polar DonnoNy 

THE EUROPEAN 
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Zamindars From 

Sonepat 


m S dusk descended 
#■ on Delhi on Nov 
JsE 20, the serene 
m Jkatmosphere at the 
Shivaji Stadium was 
suddenly shattered 
Jubilant schoolboys 
pranced and danced on 
the hallowed astro-turf, 
ignoring all pleas by the 
Jumor Nehru Hockey 
Tournament organisers 
to quit the playing area 
The schoolboys of 
Chottu Ram Zammdar 
Senior Secondary 
School, Sonepat, hke 
Devi Lai's, Green 
Brigade in political 
rallies in the capital had 
taken command. The 
police were hapless 


The schoolboys of Chottu Ram 
Zamindar h^ waited a long 
time for this memorable triumph 


spectators 
Sports fans at the 
Shivaji Stadium, were 
huddled near transistor 
sets, hstening to the fate 
of the Rovers Cup fmal 
at the Cooperage, East 
Bengal vs Mahmdras. In 
Bombay, the spectators 
at the football final, were 
agitated due to a 
disallowed goal They 
invaded the field m 
angler. In welcome 
contrast, the sprightly 
schoolboys of CRZ 


School, Sonepat romped 
and cavorted on the field 
in sheer jubilation 
Their alma mater had 
stroked out holders 
Municipal HS Panposh 
(Orissa) 4-3 in the 
tie-breaker. The match 
had ended in a 1-1 draw. 
They trailed 1-2 after 
three sessions of the 
tie-breaker but their 
greater nerve and 
commitment enabled 
them to emerge 
victorious. It was their 


first triumph in this 
prestigious junior 
tournament. 

Coach Narender 
Kumar Gautam, a 
former Punjab State 
Electrksity Board (PSEB) 
player in an elated tone 
said. “1 have coached 
this school for the last 
three years and have 
waited a long tune for 
this day It is a great 
moment for Haryana 
hockey We have shown 
that some of the best 
junior players m the 
country are from our 
State. Our tactics of 
using the aerial pass 
and accurate scoops paid 
dividends. We attacked 





IVIedical Tests Needed 


T he Junlot Nehru hookey toununent does 
not have stringent medical tests like the 
Subroto Mukheijee Cup. However, two teams 
were scratched this year in a major cheating 
imbroglio. Sarabjeet Singh, inside-forward 
of State School of Sports, Jalandar, turned 
out for the Indian High l^hool, Dhubai in a 
super league match. 

It was a conspiracy by the two coaches. 
Sarabjeet was not recognised by the 
tournament authorities or the opponents 
BSHS Simdergarh. The Udai Partap school 
recognised this fraud and forced the 
Simdergarh team to lodge a protest. The 
protest was upheld and the Jalandhar and 
Dhubai School teams was scratched. 

Udai Partap which lost to SSS Jalandar in 
the qtiarter finals got another chance. But 
the unexpected gift was of little help. They 
had to play their quarter-final with BSHS, 
Siuadergarh in the morning and the semis 
the same afternoon. No wonder the talented 
Varanasi team lost 0-1 to runners-up 
Mtinicipal HS, Panposh in the semis. 


in speed in short spells 
and this proved 
effective.” • 

The improvement of 
CRZ school is 
remarkable. This Sports 
Authority of India (S AI) 
adopted school had 
participated in the 
Junior Nehru (imder-17 
years) hockey 
tournament for the last 
three years. They had 
never progressed 
beyond the quarter-final 
stage. Last year, they 
had lost 2-3 to 
W runners-up Sports 
College Lucknow, in the 
quarter-finals. Stout 
defender Surender (Sr.), 
agile custodian 
Surender (Jr.) and 
speedy forwards Rajesh 
and Sunil Dhaya starred 
in the memorable 
triumph. 

As usual, the Junior 
Nehru Hockey 
Tournament was 
sponsored by Hindustan 
Organic Chemicals Ltd. 
to the extent of Rs. 2.31 
lakhs. The pattern of the 
distribution of prize 
^ money was revised flrom 
this year. The prize 
money intend^ for 
institutions was given 
only to the non-sports 
and non-SAI adopted 
schools. ThTis the CRZ 
school got only Rs. 
40,(XX) as diet money. In 
contrast, runners-up 
Municipal HS (Panposh) 
got Rs. 64,000. The diet 
money award was Rs. 
24,000 and the share of 
the institution Rs. 
40.000. Two other 
schools, Mayaikoibl HS, 
Imphal (Manipur) and 
St. Mary’s HS Simdega 
(Bihar) also got Rs. 
40,000 each. Their 
pezformance was the 
best amongst non-sports 
and non-SAI adopted 
schools. Both these 
schools reached the 
quarter-final stage. The 
Imphal school lost 0-3 to 


runners Municipal HS 
Panposh (Orissa) and St. 
Mary’s in an all-Bihar 
clash lost 1-2 to St. 
Ignatius, Qiunla. N.G. 
Motilal the coach of the 
Imphal school, praised 
this distribution of 
money and said it would 
lead to an all roimd 
development of the game 
in many schools. 

St Mary’s HS, Simdega 
got the best disciplined 
team trophy donated by 
the SCCB. The Anup 
Trophy for the best 
talented young player 
went to Mtuntaz Ahmed 
of Bhonsale Military 
School, Nasik. Six best 
players got Rs 1,500 
each. They were 
custodian. L. Priyobrata 
Singh of the Mayaikoibi 
HS, Imi^sal, full-back 
Mariannus Toppo of St. 
Ignatius HS, Gumla, 
centre-half Rajender 
Samria of Municipal HS, 
Panposh, centre-half 
Joles Tigga of St. Mary’s 


HS Simdega, Bihar, 
inside forward Harpreet 
Singh of Guru Nanak 
Khalsa School 
Sriganganagar, 
Rajasthan and 
inside-forward Sunil 
Dhiya of winners CRZ 
Sr. Sec. school, Sonepat. 

The selection 
committee for the best 
players is undoubtedly 
competent but some of 
their choices makes one 
question their 
impartiality. The most 
talented team in the 
tournament was third 
placed Udai Partap Inter 
College, Varanasi. Their 
stickwork and clever 
passing was the best on 
view. Yet no player ftom 
their team was chosen 
amongst the best six 
players. Also their coach 
Prem Shankar Shukla 
was surprisingly 
overlooked for the best 
coach award, given 
instead to B.S. 
RandhawaofSt. 


Ignatius, Gumla. 

An incensed Prem 
Shankar Shukla said; 
“At least four of my 
players were in 
contention for the best 
player awards. 

Pull-back Sohan Singh, 
the top scorer with nine 
goals from penalty 
corners, goalkeeper 
Ambuj Kumar, 
centre-half Amit Kumar 
and inside-right Hasrat 
Qureishi were the most 
talented players on view 
but were ignored due to 
the regional taas of the 
selection committee.” 
Hasrat and Sohan 
certainly merited better 
treatment 

Of the four 
semi-finaliats. three 
were SAl schools, an apt 
indication that their 
hockey training scheme 
is progressing well. Two 
of the four 
eemi-finalists, St 
Ignatius and Municipal 
HS, Panposh were all 
adivasi teams So Indian 
hockey’s future hopes is 
presumably dependent 
on these precocious 
adivasi teenagers. The 
talent is obvious, the 
trappmg of the Panposh 
boys was the best in 
view. 

However, Panposh 
caoch Amulya Nand 
Bihari made a revealing 
remark He said, 
adviasi players are 
excellent all-round 
players but lack the 
fighting spirit They 
succumb under 
pressure Maybe social 
factors are responsible 
for this.” A rather 
disparaging remark on 
the temperament of 
these adolesecents. But 
Amulya should know 
He has trained Panposh 
boys who live in the 
Sports Hostels of Orissa 
and are financed by the 
State Government. 

NovyKiqMNiia,DelM 







1 lltl 




QA Ef'9 vs Ausi Second 
V III Test Melbourne Sr Nat 
Basketball Calcutta Sr Nat 
Volleyball Gha/iabad Nat & 
Eastern India Squash Calcut* 
ta Federation Cup Soccer final 
round Kinnur 


2 B ft H World Senes Cup 
AubI vs NZ Adelaide Wl vs 
Patron s XI, Islamabad 
Fukouka Marathon Japan 
World Cup Volleyball Champ 
Milan Asian Jr Volleyfcall 
championships, Bangkok Sr 
Nehru Hockey Delhi Jr Nat 
Badminton Udaipur Federa¬ 
tion Cup Soccer Zonal cham¬ 
pionship 


9 B ft H World Senes Cup 
Eng vs Aust Perth Wl vs 
Pak Third Test, Sialkot World 
Club Oup Soccer Final AC 
Milan vs Olirnpla Tokyo World 
Doubles Tennis Cham¬ 
pionship London Asian Jr 
Volleyball Bangkok Honolulu 
Marathon Hawaii Sr Nehnj 
Hockey final, Delhi East Zone 
Ran|i, Bengal vs Orissa Cal¬ 
cutta Sr Nat Tennis, Digboi 
Guiarmal Modi Hockey, 
Meerut 


'|C B ft H World Series Cup 
IVAust vs Eng Brisbane 
Tennis Grand Slam Cup, 
Munich National Hockey Jam¬ 
mu Federation Cup Soccer fin¬ 
al round Kinnur 


23 < ^uropean^Football 

ifymg) MeHa w Holla^ Igp-B) 
Nineve International Cross 
Country Meet Belgium 
National Hockey, Jammu All- 
Indta Syed Modi Badminton 
^aktour National ft Inter- 
State TT Federation Cim Soc- 
der Snal mmd Kinnur. Sub J> 
Nat Boxing, Jabalpur Mer- 
. State Squash. Calcuitt 


01 Sr Nat 
Vlcutte Sr 
Ohaziabad 


ttMtli, Cal- 
Voiteybait 



3 ,W1 vs Patrons XI. Islama¬ 
bad Aslan Jr Volleyball 
championships Bangkok Sr 
Nehni Hockey. Delhi Jr Nat 
Badminton, Udaipur Federa¬ 
tion Cup Soccer Zonal Cham¬ 
pionship ITC Inter-Zonal Jr 
Athletic^ Delhi Sr National 
Tennis. Digboi (Assam) 


f 17 National Hockey, Jammu 
11 Federation Cup Soccer fin¬ 
al roundi Kinnur mter-State 
Squash, Calcutta 


9A^ Nabonal Basketball, 
A^Calcutta Alt-tnd Syed 
Modi Ba^lnton, OorakhMr 
NanxtftlftimprsBlMsTT Fed- 
erallott 0i|) Bodcar final round, 
ICnnur Jr- Md^oilal Gymnas¬ 
tics, Salem (Tarhil WMIU) Infer- 
Stata SqMfth,tCillOHttaK 


'iN ii , 


W inter Continental Hockey 
Kuala Lumpur Tennis 
Grand Slam C 14 ), Munich East 
Zone Ranil Bengal vs Orissa, 
Calcutta Gujarmal Modi Hock¬ 
ey Meerut 


4 Eng Tour of Aust Eng vs 
Prime Ministers XI Canber¬ 
ra Wl vs Patron s XI, Islama¬ 
bad Asian Jr Volleyball Cham¬ 
pionship Bangkok Tiberias 
Marathon. Israel Sr Nehru 
Hockey Delhi Jr Nat Badmin¬ 
ton, Udaipur Federation Cup 
Soccer Zonal Championship 
ITC Inter-Zonal Jr Athletics 
Delhi Sr Nat Tennis Digboi 


B ft H World Senes Cup 
llAust vs NZ Melbourne 
Eng vs Bradman XI Bowrai Wl 
vs Pak Third Test Sialkot In¬ 
ter Continental Hockey Kuala 
Lumpur Tennis Grand Slam 
Cup Munich Gujarmal Modi 
Hockey Meerut 


IQ B ft H World Senes Cup 
lOAust vs NZ, Hobart 
National Hockey, JamiDu Fed¬ 
eration Cup Soccer fine) round. 
Kinnur Sqb Junior National 
Boxing, Jabalpur Inter-sfate 
Squaw, Calcuna. 


5 lnd vs SL One-dayer, 
Puns European Football 
Championship (Qualifying) 
Rumania vs San Manno (apTl) 
World doubles Tennis Cham¬ 
pionship, London Asian Jr 
‘Vollayball championship 
Bangkok Sr Nehru Hockey, 
Delhi Jr Nat Badminton, 
Udaipur Federation Cup Zonal 
Soccer Championship Sr Nat 
Tennis Otabol Gujarmal Modi 
Hockey, Meerut 


IQ Wl vs Pak Third Test. 
IfwSialkot Inter Continental 
Hockey Kuala Lumpur Tennis 
Grand Siam Cup, Munich 
UEFA Cup Thtrd Round 
(second leg) matches Gujar- 
mel Modi Hockey Meerut 


IQ European Football Cham- 
Iwpionship (qualifying) Spam 
vs Albania (gp-t) National 
Hockey, Jammu East Zone 
Ran)! Bengal vs Tnpura, Cal- 
cults Federation Cup Sowar 
final round, Kinnur Sub Jr Nat 
Boxing, Jabalpur Inter-atate 




QK Eng va Aust, Second 
fCvTest, Mefbourne Sr, 
Natkinai BaskettwIL (Mam. 
AIMnd Syed Modi Badratnian, 
Gorakhpur NaOonat ft Inter- 
State TT NM. ft Eaetam India 
Squash, CateuRa Fedaradon 
Cup SbecetfIrtM round, Xbrnw, 
Nat Gymnaatioa, SMem a ‘ 
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SATURDAY 


e World Doubles Tennis 
Championship London, 
Asian Jr Volleyball •Cham> 
pionshlp Bangkok Jr Nat 
6|k)minton Udaipur Sr Nehru 
Horney, Delhi Sr Nat Tennis 
Digboi Gujarmal Modi Hockey 
Meerut 


IQ B & H World Series Cup 
iOEng vs NZ, Sydney Inter 
Continental Hockey Kuala 
Lumpur Tennis Grand Slam 
Cup. Munich Gujarmal Modi 
Hockey Meerut 


OA Eng vs Victoria. Ballarat 
tWvShaijah Cup, Pak vs SL 
Shaqah East Zone Ranii Ben- 

a al vs Tripura, Calcutta 
ational Hockey, Jammu Fed¬ 
eration Cup Soccer tinal round, 
Kinnur Sub Jr Nat Boxing, 
Jabalpur Inter-state Squash, 
Calcutta 


Eng vs Aust, Second 
Test, Melbourne Sr Nat 
Basketball, Calcutta Alhlnd 
^yed Modi Badminton, 
Gorakhpur Sr Nat VollaylMlI, 
Ghaziaibad Natloiial & intar- 
biate TT Nat & Eastern Indw 
quash, Calcutta Federation 
'-up Socott tInAlround, KInnvr 
t Gymnasttea. Salem 


7 B & H World Cup, Erw vs 
NZ, Perth Wl vs Pak, Third 
Test, Siaikot World Doubles 
Tennis Championship, ondoo 
Asian Jr Volleyball Cham- 
' World Lij 
implonshi 
Ing) vs Q 
Waters (Aust), Admalde Sr 
Nehru Hockey, DelN Jr Nat 
Badminton, Udaipur East 
Zone Rarw, Bengal vs Orissa, 
Calcutta Sr Nat Tennis, Dig¬ 
boi, Gujarmal Modi Hockey 
Meerut 




0| Eng vs Victoria, BallarsJ 
MlSharjah Cup, Pak vs SL, 
Sharjah National Hockey, 
Jammu East Zone Raiki, Ben¬ 
gal vs Tripura, Calcutta 
National ft Inter-State Taole. 
Tennis Federation Cup Soccer 
final round, Kinnur Sub Jr Nat 
Boxing Jabalpur Inter-state 
Squash, Caicuita 


Ofi Ertp vs Aust, Second 
mOTw£ Melbourne Sr Nat 
Basketball, Calcutta All-Hid. 
Syed Modi Badminton. 
Qorakt^r Sr NaL Volley^, 
Qhazlabad National ft Inter- 
State TT, Nat ft Eastern IntM 
Icutta FaderMion 



Inter Conbnental Hookey. 
l^Kuala Lumpur Tennis 
Grand Slam Cup, Munich 
National Hockey Jammu Gu¬ 
jarmal Modi Hockey Meerut 
Federation Cup Soccer final 
round Kinnur 


1 Benson ft Hedges World 
Seriaa Cup, Eng vs Nz, Ada- 
' Mde-WI vs Patron sXi Islama¬ 
bad SL vs Ind, One-dayar 
Na^ World Club Volle^ll 
Championship, Milan Sr 
Nehru Hockey. Delhi Jr 
National Bai^lnton, Udaipur 
Federation Cup Zoijpl Soccer 
ctiamplonshlp 


OO Eng vs Victoria. Ballarat 
mAt European Football Cham- 

R p (qualifying) Cyprus vs 
ji-3) Natiorial Hockey 
Jarhiriu E^ Zone Rarqi, Ben¬ 
gal vs Tnpura, Calcutta All-Ind 
Syed Modi Badminton, 
GoraMtpur National ft Inter- 
State TT Federation Cup Soc¬ 
cer final round, Kinnur Sub Jr 
Nat Boxing. Jabalpur Inter¬ 
state SquaMt, Calcutta 


90 Eng vs Aust, Second 
MvTest, Melboume Sr Nat 
&Mketjball, Calcutta All-Ind 
Syed Modi Badminton, 
Gorald^ Sr Nat Volleyball, 
Ediuiimad Nat ft Inter-State 
TT. Nat ft Eastern India 
SquaM), Calcutta Federation 
Cup Soccer finsi round, Kinnur 


OTHER EVENTS 


Weatem India Squash, Bombay Dec 1 to S 
Maharashtra State Squash cnampionsh^ 
Bombay, (}eo 8 to 15 
J ft B Rare Scotch Whiskey, Barods Cup 
Polo tournament, Dec 4 to 9, Italian Ambas¬ 
sador Cup Polo, Dec 8 Barla Cup Polo, 
Dec 10 to 18 

Eastern inrPa TT, AIzwal (Mizoram) Dec. 81 
29 . 


8 WI vs Pak, Third Test, Sial- 
kot Ind vs SL, One-dayer, 
Goa World Doubles Tennis 
Championship. London Aslan 
Jr Volleybati Championship, 
Bangkok Sr Nehnj Hockey. 
Delhi East Zone Ranjl, Bengal 
vs Onssa, Calcutta Sr Nat 
Tennis, Dbboi Qujannal Modi 
Hockey, Meemt 


TELEVISION 


Live telecast ot Sri Lanka vs India one dajri 
Internationals, on Dec 5 and 8 
Live telecast of final of natanal hockey 
championships on Dec 23 and of Federatim 
Cup football final on Dec 30 Live telecast of 
final of Nehru hockey tournament at Delhi, on' 
Dec 9 

Live telecast of final of national basketbat' 
champxinshipa on Dec 31 
Supermen of Soccer senes on Thursdays, 
Dec 6. 13, 20 and 27 


I RADIO 


f C B ft H World Series Cup. 
lIlEng vs NZ, Brisbane Inter 
Continental Hockey, Kuala 
Lumpur Tennis Grand Slam 
Cup, Munich National Hockey, 
Jammu Gujarmal Modi Hock¬ 
ey, Mberut Federation Cup 
Soccer final round. Kinnur 


Running commentary in Hindi and English on 
Sri Lanlm vs India one day internationals on 
Dec 6 and 8 

Running commenlary on national hook up of 
semi finals and final of National hockey 
championships and semis and final of Qu|ar- 
mal Modi hockey tournament on Dec 14 and 
15 

Running commentary in Hindi and English on 
semi finals and final oi Nehru hockey tourna¬ 
ment on Dec 7 8 and 9 
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WEST INDIES IN PAKISTAN 


SECOND TEST, FAISALABAD 


STATE OF SHOCK 

f Thii If ■HU isMtHtm* iirith ■honlr affa>i» feha atunnlrur 1 


The Pakistanis an still reeUnff with shook after the stimning' 
7 wloket drubbixig they got from the visitors... 


A nd finally they 

made it happen It 
was supposedly, 
the duel that 
would decide the best 
cricketing nation The 
one-dayers and the first 
Test were won by the 
Pakistanis with such 
ndiculous ease that it 
made Lance Gibbs and 
his men look decidedly 
amateurish 

But then life is so full 
of ironies At the start of 
the Faisalabad Test no 
one ever dreamed that 
the visitors would create 
history at the Iqbal 



Stahium It was 
Pakistan’s first Test 
defeat at home after four 
years, when they were 
defeated by the West 
Indies by an innings in 
the second Test of the 
series at Lahore 

It was ironic that West 
Indies should avenge 
their first Test defeat, at 
Faisalabad, because it 
was at this venue in 
1986 that Vman 
Richards and his pack 
were defeated by 186 
runs In the second 
innings of the same 
Test, West Indies 


Malcolm 
Marshall was 
the one man 
demolition 
squad that 
came between 
Pakistan and 
victory 




recorded their lowest 
ever score agamst the 
Padcistanis when they 
were dismissed for just 
53 runs 

Destiny had it chalked 
out that Desmond 
Haynes, deputy to Viv 
Richards would avenge 
that defeat Imran Khan 
won the toes and elected 
to bat on a wicket that 
was devoid of grass and 
brownish in colour 
There were cracks all 
over the pitch and 
experts had opined that 
the fast bowlers would 
receive assistance from 
the pitch only in the 
imtial phase 

Imran was left rueing 
his decision as the hosts 
crumpled cheaply It 
began with debutant 
Saeed Anwar being sent 
back by Ambrose for 
nought Fourteen runs 
later Shoaib Mohammed 
also went back with his 
score reading 7 
Trinidadian Ian Bishop 
(4 for 72 in 17 2 overs), 
Courtley Ambrose (2 for 
47) and Courtney Walsh 
(2 for 38) were the main 
havoc wreakers For the 
hosts, Salim Malik 
fought on relentlessly, 
puttmg m a pohshed 
knock of 74 His 
innings, made in 113 
balls was spiced with 10 
fours This knock took 
Malik past 3000 runs in 


Test cricket Mom Khan 
the debutant wicket 
keeper and Zahid Fasal 
were the only other 














^oatsmen who reached 
double figures with 24 
and 32 respectively 
The second day of the 
match saw the ‘burewala 
l3ombaheir(as Waquar 
Younis Is called by the 
Pakistani Press) 
sending the statisticians 
scurrying for their pens 
as he broke the record 
for the fastest 50 wickets 
taken in Pakistan Test 
history, by capturing 5 
wickets for 46 runs He 
broke the rec-ord set by 
Khan Mohammed in the 
’ 50s The visitors were 
made to call it a day, 

^ when the score read 195 


Ritchie Richardson was 
the highest scorer with 
44 runs. Malcolm 
Marshall with 20 was 
the only other batsman . 
to salvage some runs. 

For the hosts Wasim 
Akram with 3 for 63 and 
Akram Raza with 2 for 
52 were the other 
successful bowlers. 

The exultation in the 
Pakistani camp was 
short lived because 
before stumps were 
drawn Pakistan were 3 
wickets down for 38, 
with Saeed Anwar, 

Shoaib Mohammed and 
Zahid Pazal back in the 


pavilion. Following the 
footsteps of Martin 
Crowe, the West Indian 
skipper Haynes also had 
a t^ with the umpire 
and Imran Kham 
regarding the ‘outlook’ 
of the ball. 

It was a confident pair 
of Pakistani batsmen 
who took the score from 
38 for 3, to 144 for 4. 
And then it was a 
downslide. A downslide 
so dramatic that all 
present were shell 
shocked. Just 10 runs 
after lunch and the 
Pakistani team was back 
in the pavilion thanks to 

Salim Malik with 
splendid 
knocks of 74 
and 71 was 
the main 
anchor man for 
Pakistan 



a one-man demolition 
squad called Malcolm 
hbuahall, who wrapped 
up the innings, 
capturing 4 wickets in 
just IS balls. Salim 
Malik’s knock of 71 was 
the only highlight of the 
innings. Imran Khan, 
Wasim Akram and 
Akram Raza were out 
for duck. 

Chasing a target of 
130 to win, the visitors 
lost the wickets of 
Haynes, Carlisle Best 
and Gtordon Greenidge 
in quick succession for 
only 34 runs, all wickets 
courtesy Wasim Akram. 
The resurrection came 
in the form of Ritchie 
Richardson and Carl 
Hooper who put in an 
unbroken 96 run 
partnership. 

Richardson impressed 
with his unbeaten knock 
of 70 off 84 balls that 
had 11 fours. Hooper 
with a solid 33 off 66 
bails gave support at the 
other end and West 
Indies cruised to a 7 
wicket victory. 

The contest is still 
wide open and the final 


SCORE CARD 


Itt inninga 


170 WMt Indies- 195 


2nd Innings 


154' Westlndles-130for 3 


West Indies wen by TiiiHolcets 
Man of the Match-RiohM Alehardson 


Test will see the 
vendatta reach 
unsurpassed heights. 
Imran Khan and his 
men after this Jolt, will 
not be too composed nor 
confident and the 
visitors,will go all out 
now that they have 
tasted blood. 

Expect the 
unexpected. 

By A SpscW OotrMpQfMlflfit 
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P GRAHAM GOOCH yrere 
in England, he would be 
making plans to buy the 
Christmas turkey and do 
the shopping for his 
family while England 
would be in the midst of its cold 
and damp winter. Uiider normal 
circumstances, Gooch would be 
guzzling gallons of XXXX beer in 
Australia and playing a little bU'of 
cricket in front of a boisterous 
crowd. But not this time: Gooch 
can’t get his beer arm to work. 

And maybe, he doesn’t mind one 
bit. 

Not this time. Gooch must be 
secretly chuckling to himself and 
thanking the Gods for having 
injured his arm and infected it to 
boot at the most opportune 
moment. He at this point would 
prefer to be in dreary England 
rather than get sizzled Down 
Under. 

What makes Gooch think this 
way? After all, wasn’t the morale 
of his team at full mast before the 
tour Down Under got underway? 
So what if they did badly in a few 
first class games (or should we 
call it practice games) on the 
buildup to the Hrst Test. The point 
is that they thought they were 
steady and oozed confidence. So 
who rocked the boat? 

On the first day of the first Test 
at the Gabba, it was Bruce Reid 
who did it. Reid is no longer a ‘has 
been’. He has come out from the 
depths of obscurlt A {ihght he had 
to face because of a seridus back 
injury. Reid lumbered up on his 
stilt like legs and literally blasted 
the English batsmen away. 

His style has been altered a 
bit-due to a serious back injury 
that almost put a stop to hls 
career—^with a shorter run up to 
the wicket. As Reid says; “After 
undergoing surgery, I thought 
there was no way 1 was going to 
bowl again. I was in so much padn, 

. ;$here no hqpe.” 

There was hope (Irohioc^ly) It 
name in the form of Mike Athertoh 


when he was trapped Ibw by Reid 
for just 13. The Ashes had started. 

The end of the day saw Reid 
collect four wickets at the cost of 
53 runs in 18 overs. England all 
out for 194 realised that though 
their confidence was at a ‘high’, 
their performance was sub par. 
Allan Border’s men had done their 
job well, finishing with clinical 
precision. The English batsmen 
flopped, with the sole exception of 
David (3ower who compiled a 
painstaking 61 and shared a 
stand of 74 with captain Allan 
Lamb. This incidentally was 
Gower’s 38th Test half century 
and must have convinced the 
selectors tl^at he plays better when 
he Is not captaining the country. 

There was Greg Matthews 
making a comeback for the 
Aussies^ bowling * with a great 
deal of control. It was a mature 
Greg Matthews at the Gabba. Gone 
was the punk cut, jive talk and the 
ever present Walkman. All that is 
passe. It is performances that 
matter and Matthews put in a 






ENGLAND: 194,114 
AUSTRALIA: 152,157/0 
MoM: TERRY ALDERMAN 

Australia won by 10 wickets 

























Under normal 
circumstances, Gooch 
would have been 
guzzling gallons of 
XXXX beer in 
sunny Australia, and 
playing a little bit of 
cricket, but not this 
time. Gooch must be 
secretly chuckling to 
himself and thanking 
the Gods for having 
broken his thumb at 
the most opportune 
moment 



The hero of he last 
Ashes series, Steve 
Waugh feels the heat. 



good one,economy being the 
keyword 

If the Aussies laughed on the 
way back to the pavilion, they 
could just about manage a smirk 
of resignation when the English 
gave them a taste of their own 
bowling. Allan Lamb led hie men 
out for the job ahead At close of 
play. Australia were all out for 
152 which was 42 runs short of 
the English total. 

Eng^d’s total of 194 was well 
defended by Small and Fraser in 
the first session when they sent 
back five batsmen before lunch for 
only 72 runs Chris Lewis then 
took over and the tno finished off 
with three wickets apiece The 
only time the Aussies managed to 
get their bearings was during the 
46 run partnership between Greg 
Matthews and wicketkeeper Ian 
Healy. The scores were even at 
this point. 

But not for long. On the third 
day things took an ominous turn. 
Just when the English wefe 
heaving sighs of relief that'Terry 
Alderman was playing low key, he 
decided to prove them wrong. 
Whispering Death’ struck with 
that maniacal grin that unnerves 
mo^t batsmen. And he struck with 
venom. His six for 47 saw 
England all out for 114, givmg 
Allan Border’s men a victory 
target of 157. They reached it 
without the loss of any wipket. 

It was the eleventh time in 14 
Hl^^Tests that Alderman had 

taken five or more wickets 
in an innings agaihst 
England. His performance 
of 8/91 won him the Man 
of the Match award. The 
match if it's any consolation 
for those following the nitty 
Vgrltties finish^ in three days. 

W It was a very strange game and 
'the bowlers did well on botl\ 
sides,” said captain Allan Border, 
i No summary could have been 
. more appropriate. 

‘ ByaeorrMpondent 
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CAPI TAL 

NOTES 


T he other day quite 

inadvertently, I chanced 
upon a news item dumped 
in a corner on page 3 of the 
newspaper The 
Lieutenant Governor (LG) 
of Delhi Arjan Singh, the report 
said quoting UNI, promised 
sports facilities to the residents of 
Mayur Vihar 

On one condition—the boys 
should not play cricket 
The LG said that in these days of 
competition there is heavy 
academic pressure and there was 
no reason for the boys to play 
cricket and waste time Yes, Arjun 
Singhji we are very touched by 
your concern for young boys and 
totally endorse your views that 
time should not be wasted But 
boys wishing to waste time in 
Mayur Vihar will waste time 
Cricket or no cricket 

M ADHAV MANTRI, back from 
Toronto after watching the 
Rest of the World/West Indies 
game, raved about the indoor 
stadium there “It accommodates 
50,000 persons and can be opened 
in 20 minutes The entire held is 
covered with a synthetic surface 
The pitch, also of artificial 
substance IS good for batting The 
bounce, even though,8omewhat 
slow ” 

Mantryi, a special invitee of the 
Canadian Board, also described 
Tendulkar’s innings Only in 
superlatives “It was unbelievable 
The people there could not believe 
that he is only 17 1 said he may 
not look 17 when he is playmg but 
just see his face You will know ” 
Some more on Tendulkar 
Says a team-mate from the (XT, 
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Sachin Tandulkar: in a class of his 
own 



Bombay “Sachin’s concentration 
IS hundred per cent It’s amazing 
the way he can focus totally on 
cricket, and exclude everything 
else ’’ 

Tendulkar is special, in his 
opimon. because like all good 
players he makes batting look 
very simple What marks him out 
IS his exceptional judgement of 
the ball’s length He knows 
exactly when to play back or 
forward You won’t ftnd him 
playing forward to a short ball 

I n Haryana, the 
captaincy has shifted to 
Chetan Sharma, from Amarjit 
Kaypee who asked not to be 
considered in order to 
concentrate’ on batting Kapil is 
Haryana cricket’s undisputed don 
but he IS expected to be away 
(playing Sn Lanka, Asia Cup, 
West Indies, Pakistan etc), hence 
the so-called volatile, injury prone 
Chetan has landed the job 

S INCE Ravi Shastn’s Test debut 
many seasons ago his career 
has been rather eventful Intially 
he was a left arm spinner who 
could hardly bat—but quickly 
made a Test hundred against 
Imran, opening the Indian 
innings Now, with two centuries 
in three matches against 
England, he is a full-fledged 
opener And hardly any bowler 
One member of the team sees it 
like this Ravi Shastri is very 
popular Except/Unborn babies, all 
kids in the country have learnt 
how to shout Shastri hai hai They 
learn this even before a b c 
Does this affect Ravi*’ Perhaps 
not the man is too seeisoned and 


TMcfulkar is speclai, in Mantri’s 


vary timpis. What marks him out 
is his exeeptfonai judgament of 
the baii’s langth. Ha knows 
axactly whan to piay back or 
forward. You won't find him 




Ravi Shastri; making his way back 
brilliantly into the Indian team 

toughened to be really bothered 
On the contrary it may even help 
by pepping him up Each time he 
is booed he is provoked to prove 
the detractors wrong 

T he sons are rising in Punjab 
cricket Their Ranji opener is 
Ajay Mehra (from St Stephens 
College, Delhi) son of Vijay Mehra 
(former Test cncketei and 
national selector) The other 
opener IS Dhruv sonofMP 
Pandove (secretary of the 
association) The third is the son of 
Dronacharya Desh Prem Azad, 
famous for producing what he 
himself calls the 'Haryana 
Hyrncane' Kapil Dev 
By all accounts all three are 
very fine players Ajayhas 
already scored two Ranji 
hundreds Dhruv is immensely 
talented, has good scores in Ranji, 
and made a favourable impression 
in Delhi this summer 


ByAmritMathur 
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T he Bihar Military Police, South 
Zone won the overall 
title ui the Bihar 
Military Police sports 
championship held here recently. 
Central Zone and East Zone got 
the second and third places, 
re.spectively. 

Lckh Bahadur Kunwar of South 
Zone was adjudged the fastest 
man when he won the 100 mtrs 
race in 11.05 seends. The 
individual gymnastic 
championship went to Manoj 
Thakuri of South Zone. 

The following are the final 
standings. 

Team championships. 

Football— 1. BMP East Zone. 2. 
BMP South Zone. 

Hockey—1 BMP East Zone, 2. 
BMP South Zone 
Volleyball—1 BMP East Zone. 

2. BMP North Zone. 

Basketball - 1. B Athletics- 1. 
BMP South Zone (123 points), 2 
BMP Central Zone (41 points). 

Wrestling— I BMP Central 
Zone(45 pts), 2 BMP East Zone 
(30pts). 

Gymnastics— 1. BMP South 
Zone. 

Judo—1. BMP Central Zone, 2. 
BMP South Zone, 

Anil Kumar Singh 
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A n All India Inter-Bank chess 
tournament should normally 
be no more than a "family affair ” 
but when the participants include 
International Masters Pravin 
Thipsay, SekharSahu. V. 
Ravikumar and Gopal Hegde, 
several National ‘A’ players and a 
national junior champion, then it 
takes on the stature of a National 
level meet. 

And so it was not surprising 
that the first All India Inter-Bank 




The Bihar Military Police, South 
Zone: winners of the police 
sports championships 

chess tournament, organised by 
the Karur Vysya Bank, at Madras 
from 19-24 November saw several 
keen matches and a generally 
very high standard of play. 

About 70 players from 23 public 
sector banks, private sector 
banks, foreign banks and the 
Reserve Bank of India took part in 
the five-day meet. 

A look at the composition of the 
participating teams on the eve of 
the tournament made Union Bank 
of India the favourites. And with 
their all conquering team of V. 
Ravikumar, SekharSahu, Pravin 
Thipsay and Gopal Hegde, they 
duly claimed a double crown. 

Leading from start to finish. 
Union Bank won both the team 
and the individual titles. They 
won the team championship with 
a tally of 17.6 points. Indian Bank 
who had in their ranks National 
‘A’ players KV Shantaram, V 
Hariharan, TS Ravi and the 
National junior champion V. 
Saravanan finished second with 
16.6 points. 

In the individual championship, 
Gopal Hegde and Pravin Thipsay 
tied with six points each. But 
Hegde edged out his Union Bank 
teammate for the top spot on 
better prbgressive scores. 


Thipsay finished runner-up 
while Ravikumar, also of Union 
Bank, was third with 5 5 points. 
There was in fact a five way tie for 
third spot with others in the fray 
being Sekhar Sahu (Union Bank), 
AR Saravanan (Indian Bank), 
Neelakantan (Central Bank) and 
KV Shantaram (Indian Bank). But 
Ravikumar was awarded the 
bronze on technical counts. 

The tournament was played on a 
seven round Swiss system for 
individual players. The points 
scored by a maximum of three top 
players from each bank was 
added to arrive at the team score 
of each bank. 
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F or a former international to 
coach youngsters is a service to 
the game, But when he coaches 
poor youngsters it is a service to 
society. That is exactly what G. 
Jagannath haa been doing for 12 
yeeua in the city. The former 
Indian captain, now 46, has been 
working with slum dwellers and 
those boys and girls who are from 
the economically weaker strata of 
society. That way, not only has 
Jagannath succeeded in keeping 
the youngsters away from crime 
and other seedy aspects of society 
into which they could well have 
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fallen out he has also been able to 
produce chajupions From around 
200 boys and girls he has coached 
since 1978 nearly ten have 
represented Tamil Nadu at the 
senior, junior or sub junior level 
Though Jagannath, who 
represented India in six World 
Championships from 1965 to 
1975, IS credited with the training 
of the less fortunate youngsters, 
the initial idea was the brainchild 
of Rev father Gerard, Director, 
Don Bosco Youth Centre The 
centre is situated in Basin Bridge 
in north Madras, a locality which 
is underdeveloped The area 
consists mainly of slums and is 
^ generally populated by the 
economically weaker sections of 
society Ever since the Centre was 
started in 1952, the object has 
been to transform vagrant youth 
into good and honest citizens 
The campus now thrives with 
activity with youngsters playing 
football, basketball, volleyball 
table tennis and carrom The 
Centre s football team is m the 
local third division league but 
mainly due to the efforts of 
Jagannath, table tennis is the 
most popular of the games 

Jagannath admits that he 
undertook the task reluctantly 
^ ‘When 1 was first approached to 
coach youngsters of the 
underprivileged class, I was 
hesitant I was not sure whether 
the scheme would be a success 
But when the director of the 
Youth Centre persisted I too saw 
the noble purpose behind the 
programme and agreed to coach 
the youngsters ’ 

But there was one immediate 
problem—finance With the 
scheme charted out as being a free 
one-the poor boys could not afford 
to pay for the coaching—where 
would Jagannath and the Youth 
Centre get the money*? 

In 1978 sports sponsorship had 
not yet taken off 
Fortunately, thanks to the 
e^orts of Rev Father Gerard and 
Jagannath’s table tennis 
connections, a few local industrial 
and business houses came 
^ forward with patronage And 
through the Eighties, 
internationals like Indu Pun, 

Sejal Shah, Kamlesb Mehta, Sri 
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Former International G. 

Jagganath coaching poor 
youngsters in his table tennis 
coaching school 

Ram, Sujay Ghorpade and Uday 
Gurjar came forward with regular 
donations They had not even seen 
the Centre but on Jagannath’s 
request and keeping in mind the 
noble nature of the scheme, the 
Indian players sent in donations 
that kept the programme going 
Today 12 years after Jagannath 
started his coaching, the 
programme is on solid 
foundations There are five tables 
in a big hall and the lighting is 
good There are enough bats, 
rubbers and balls Jagannath has 
an assistant coach and at any one 
time there are more than 30 boys 
and girls undergoing training 
Though the donations have been 
regular, the process of requesting 
for them repeatedly year after 
year has become embarrassing for 
Jagannath, "though not for the 
donors” he adds quickly So now 
Jagannath is on the lookout for 
one major sponsor who can 
promote the programme At 
present the Centre’s Director is 
Rev Father Lawrence whose 
interest in sports and in the 
laudable scheme of coaching poor 
youngsters is no less than father 
Gerard’s Both Father Lawrence 
and Jagannath are sparing no 







She clocked 3in:07.74 sec. in the 
200m Breast-stroke and 33.40 
sec. in the 50 mts freestyle. 

K. Premakumari representing 
sports division created thi'ee new 
marks in the sub-junior girls 
section. Making a splendid effort, 
she won botli the tOO mts. (Im: 
36.56 sec ) and 200 mts. (3m: 

27 11 sec;) breast-stroke and 50 
mts. freestyle(34 28 sec.). 

In the 100m breast stroke for 
Sub junior boys, K. Ashok Kumar 
found a new time (1:27.92 sec.) 
erasing the existing mark by 6.04 
sec 

Sajaev Kumar T.K. 
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‘bdia Today* Squash 


W HAT is it that makes the India 
Today Masters Squash 
Championship so unique? Is it the 
prize money, or the sustained 
competition, or is it just the 
magical name of India Today that 
gives this tournament its special 
appeal. Perhaps it is the hazy, 
lazy, crazy ti me spent in the 



Arjan Singh receiving the 
winner’s memento from Mr 
Aroon Purie, Editor, India Today 

pleasant Delhi November sun that 
gives that festive touch to the 
tournament. 

Whatever it be. young budding 
players, eager to make a mark, vie 
to get invited to this tournament 
where the top 16 players of the 
country play on a continuous 
knock-out basis until the 1st to 
16th positions are decided. The 
top 8 seeds automatically get into 



the main draw while another 8 
qualify from 24 contenders. All 16 
get prize money, the champ 
collecting a cool Rs 10,000 from a 
total of Rs 35,000. 

Ray Malik had little difficulty in 
getting past me in the semis, 
while in the other semi final, 

Arjan Singh had to get over early 
deficits in the first two games to 
subdue the plucky Bombay star 
Dev ‘Jamaica’ Malani. 

So that set up the final clash 
between the two Services 
stalwarts who had met earlier in 
the Services final in August. Ray 
Malik's lithe movements and his 
consistent game, against an 
erratic Arjan Singh fast getting 
frustrated by his unforced errors, 
saw Ray jump to a 2 games to love 
lead with a 5-1 lead in the third. It 
appeared to be a repieat of the 
August encounter, and seemed all 
but over. 

But not quite! 

Arjan Singh began to claw his 
way into the third game. His 
attacking shots became sharp. A 
tiring Ray could not hang on 
against the onslaught of the tall 
and lanky Arjan’s power game 
interspersed with drops, cross 
court nicks and occasional reverse 
angles. Ray Malik lost the third 
game and took a breather in the 
fourth, and the strategy almost 
worked. He shot into a 7-4 lead 
only to let it slip again to the 
determined flghtback by Arjan 
Singh. Arjan Singh emerged a 
deserving victor. 

Raj Manchanda 








Well Done 


T he new panel of cricket 
selectors ledbyNaren 
Tamhane have done a 
commendable job in selecting' the 
Indian team to play the Sri 
Lankans. It was nice to see them 
adapt a ‘no-nonsense’ policy of 
selecting the team on merit, 
current form of the player, and 
also keeping in mind the fact 
whether the player fits into the 
needs of the team. The comebacks 
of Arun Lai and Gopal Sharma 
and the inclusion of Pravin Amre 
were indications of this policy. 

The panel has selected the best 
talent and it is now to tfie players 
to give us the best of their abilities 
and bring India glory. 

SRINIVAS NYAPA THY. 
Rajahmundry. 


& Whiff Of Fresh Air 


T he write-up ‘The Health 

Column’ in your magazine was 
1 whiff of fresh air. It surely 
added an extra dimension to the 
magazine, insofar as the fact that 
ihe previous publications were 
concentrating on ‘sports’ only. 
Health after all is the crux of all 
achievements and exellence that 
ve see in sports. Keep giving us 
stuff like this in your magazine. 
3UBHASI3RAY. 

Rourkela. 



N early 12 years ago, I 
accidently came across a copy 
if Sportsworld and since then I 
lave not missed a single issue. I 
m very proud to say that the 
nagazine has made a very 
mpressive progress and today it 
3 the best sports magazine in our 
ountry. I am sure that in the 
ears to come, it will live up to itk 
eputation and continue to be the 
dimer all along, 
f. HHSSIAN, 

Vbrugarb. 



B ULACHOWOHURY. India’s 
best swhmner surely deserves 
i^-Aj^juna Award, is the 
Unbeaten recoid holder of the 
butterfly stroke since 1982, and 
4 tibe rsdord holder lor flte too and 
aoomsirei^ She won us two 

jpdld msdato ht.fbeSAF Qatnes. 
WhUe AhltaSooif And ^rais 
tiilhdw w^^txihfbrred wlt^ the 
Av^ard^ jMa has been left 
i^thecold. , 




enough to stake a claim for the 
award; The award is given to 
those vfpo have striven gamely 
and cd^stently to. excel in sports, 
Bula in her own sphere can more 
than hold her own with any of the 
awardees. 

By returning to competitive 
swimming triumphantly at this 
year’s Nationals she surely has 
raised hopes of a resurgence. 
Maybe her best is behind her. But 
if the fire within is rekindled 
again who knows.,.? 

But first, the small matter of an 
overdue award. 

^URAfttJANROY. 

Cal 
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AUPRBY AAEMORM. VMM 6a400U C^ C^MEflON, 
U, EARWeP SV& PLACE iKlMESPORTS WAU.OF 
5WAME »M \9e4 'VJMEN \VS BA6M2r8AV.L '^B^M 
WASCftJfeMEl? -29. TH0R. V40M»l,»Anor4 AT 
THE wands of ^RAWD AVENUE VA16H SCHCOLOF 
C«ao>NC.Y, UA, ISTWEWOSr USPSiOEP W\6W 

sovm- basketball. t>CORE >N AMERICAN 

WOOFS WlSTORy 
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OA'lJieO aACK HAWKS 60AUE dLCMH WAtL 
OCFERVENCEP A STRANCjE SHOT OK GOAL 1K A i960 
<&ANE WHEN a euBOLE-WEAPEP FAKID^C^ 
U«2>WT 0ULS C3KTOTWE »CE SEWlND W\S NET TWE 
U6wr SOL© BCPLCCEP ANP WALL FROZE IN FEAR 
TW\NV<>N(& NEHApeeEWSWOT^£SC»^ 
aRONS' CON MAKENWe/TOCK ACXmTA6& 

OF TWe 5\TUAriOKl BY 8LA6nN& A SWOT R»sr 
TWESt^RTLEO WALL INTO THE NET TOTlE 
tWE SCORE 
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QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Which U.S. sportsman was 
nicknamed “Dr J”? 

2. A sportsman lost a tournament by 
1 pin. What is the sport? 

ANSWERS 

1. Basketballer, Julius Erving. 

2. Bowling. 

CHESS 

Kasparov started the World 
championship duel in brilliant 
fashion. After grafting a draw in 
the first game, he won the second 
with a typical attack 
Interestingly, when the Ks 
started their world championship 
duel in ‘84, Karpov was known as 
a king’s pawn player, Kasparov at 
that time relied almost totally on 
the queen's pawn openings. Now 
the opposite holds good—Karpov 
plays the queens pawn exclusively 
while Kasparov has started 
pla}dng kings pawns regularly 
White Kasparov Vs Black 
Karpov World Championship, 

New York’90 Second game 
le4 e5 2 NI3 Nc6 3 Bb5 a6 4 Ba4 Nf6 5 0-0 
Be7 6 Rel b5 7 Bb3 dO 6.c3 dO 9 h3 Bb7. The 
2^tsev Variation of the closed 
Defence to the Spanish Opening. 

A Karpov favourite popularised by 
his second GM Zaitsev. 10 d4 Re8. 
This allows a draw by repetition if 
white wants it. That is 11 Ng5 Rf8 
12Nf3Re8 13Ng5etc. 

U Nbd2 BIB 12 a4 hO 13 Bo2 ed414 cd4 
Nb415 Bbl ba4. Karpov lost two 
games in the London-Leningrad 
’86 match playing the old 15—c5 
16d5Nd7etc He then prepared 
this for his Candidates match with 
Timman. Nevertheless the old line 
must be safer. 

16 Eia4 aS 17 Has RaS. This is the 
idea, hoping to transfer his rook 
to the kingside. 

18Nb2g619f3l. A new idea and a 
very strong one. Ivanchuk’s more 
aggressive 10 f4 allows black 
counterchances based on the loose 
white e4 pawn. This move ensures 
that black’s queenside pieces will 
be biting on granite. 

19-(W720 Ne4 Qb5 21 Ro3 Bo822 Be3 
Ol7 23 QeL T The obvious threat is 
24 Na3 hitting the loose c7 pawn. 
More ominous is the pileup on the 
6 diagonal. Quite possibly black is 


already lost. 

23—C6 24 Ng4 Ng8. (See 
diagram) Black was nervous 
about the open h-flle if he 
exchanged knights. Now a 
sacrifice that exploits the 
overloaded bishop and the useless 
pieces on the queens wing is 
possible. 

25 Bxh6!! Bxh6 26 Nxh6 27 
Nxd6 Qb6 28 Nxe8 Qxd4-l-26 Kh 1 
Qxe8 30 Rdl Qxe8 31 QgS Ra7. 
Material equality exists but 
positioimlly white is totally on 
top. 

32 Rd8 Qe6 33 f4 Ba6 34 f5 Qe7 
35 Qd2 Qe5 36 Qf2 Qe7 37 Qd4 
Ng8 38 e6 Nd5 39 fg6-(-Fg6 40 
Rxc6 Qxd8 41 Qxa7-t- Nd7 42 
Rxa6 Qd 1 -1-43 Qgl Qd2 44 Qfl 
( 1 - 0 ) 

White is the exchange up with 
the initiative to boot. 

Devangahu Outto 



BRIPOE 

Whenever there is a surfeit of 
international stars in a 
tournament, there are boimd to be 
several interesting hands. Place 
yourself in the East seat and see 
whether you can defend as well as 
Dutch expert Kaiser did in the 
Hoeschst International 
Touriuiment at Schevingen in the 
Netherlands earlier this year. 
South was in a contract of three 
no-trumps reached without any 
opposition:— 

An opening heart lead would 
have easily scuttled the contract 
but when West led the nine of 
diamonds it looked as though 
South would get home with three 
tricks in clubs and two in every 
other suit for South could vidn the 
opening lead in diuiuny and lead a 


NORTtHdummy) 

4AK10 3 
C=J4 
OK 10 5 
4^064 2 

EAST 
4954 
< 'A8532 
V Q 6 4 
409 

SOUTH 

4J6 
C KQ9 
o A32 
♦ K 10 7 53 

club to his king, knocking out 
West's entry to the long diamond. 

South did in fact win the 
opening lead with dummy’s king 
and lead a club but East, realising 
that West had led from J98x of 
diamonds (else declarer would 
have played low or the ten), 
hopp^ up with the queen of clubs 
at trick two in violation of the 
general principles of bridge 
Declarer was dead, for whether or 
not he covered. West would have 
an entry left to enjoy the long 
diamond after knocking out 
declarer’s ace, the defence coming 
to one heart trick and two in each 
minor before declarer could 
snatch nine. 


twesT 

#0672 
t;'10 7 6 
O J98 7 
4 A J 


ROBBER BRIDGE LAWS REVISION 

The Laws Committee of the 
World Bridge Federation is 
presently reviewing the Rubber 
bridge laws of 1981. Among the 
changfes contemplated are three 
concerning scoring;— (i) deletion 
of honours, (ii) enhancement of 
premium for Troubled F.C. to 100 
and (iii) enhancement of doubled 
non-vulnerable undertrick 
penalties from fourth undertrick 
onwards to 300 per undertrick, 
i.e. 100,300,500, then 800, 1100 
and so on. The last change has 
been very well received in 
tournament circles and has been 
adopted by some clubs even for 
rubber-bridge. The WBF Laws 
Committee does not wish to 
impose its views arbitrarily but 
would welcome the views of the 
players So, if you have any 
suggestions regarding these 
proposed scoring changes or any 
other point of law, please write to 
me, do. Sportsworld. If you take 
the trouble of putting pen to paper 
to let me know your views, the 
chances are that the changes will 
be more to your liking. 

SantMiuGhoM 
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HIGH 


It was a pulsating short-head win for Kabuki in 


the Cruickshank Calcutta 1000 Guineas 


T hey told me I would get to 
see some real frisky fillies at 
the Cruickshank Calcutta 
1000 Guineas race at the 
Royal Calcutta Turf Club. 

They were frisky all right, all 10 
of them, swishing tails and all. 
They stood in a row in the 
saddling enclosure, their syces 
giving them the finishing 
touches, their trainers strapping 
on their saddles and giving them 
an affectionate pat on their heads 
or a rumbustious thump on the 
rump. 

Then, one by one they were led to 
the paddock where, like models on 
a catwalk, they strutted and 
preened. Next round, and they 
were mounted by small little men 
in brightly coloured costumes like 
they were going for a fancy d ress 
competition or something. 

The 10 fillies w ere gazed at 
shamelessly by the crowds 
thronging the ring: the elite with 
their diamonds and propah 
British suits, the lungi-clad 
punters with a borrowed fiver ^ 
pooling in with another 
down-and-out better to buy a 
single ticket to the pots of gold at 
the end of the final straight, Horse 
racing must be the greatest 
leveller. As the fillies trotted out 
wantonly to the starting gates and 
began getting “stalled", the 
crowds melted away quickly, 
spreading out to the various tote 
counters and the bookies’ ring. 

And the rush-back to the seats and 
fencing, all the better to see you, 
honey. 





You fish out the good ol’ yellow 
booklet daringly, with a flourish 
maybe. Now you don’t have to be 
panting and feverish about it; 
when buying it you have to look 
over your right shoulder, then left 
and right again, very much like 
when you bought a dirty novel in 
class X. 

The names of these four-legged 
beauts are as striking as the 
fillies. Aliysia (Robin Corner up, 
as they say) I’m told is something 
to watch out for. Or will it be the 
bottom-weighted Zesty instead? 
There’s a Dancing Dissident in 
between, too. A Twilight Lady and 
a Young Queen or will it be 
Irresistible? The two to close as 
joint favourites are Citiglow and 
Kabuki (3 to 1), but melikes No. 7 
and that is O’Rossana from 
Bombay. 
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“And they’re racing,” comes the 
voice over the microphone and 
you can already hear the 
thundering hooves in the cockles 
of your heart. They’re 1,600 
metres away, but the excitement is 
electric. Kabuki is lying second 
last and you can see screWed-up 
expressions on most faces, the 
furrows on the forehead 
deepening. Irresistible takes the 
lead with Citiglow with O’Rossana 
in close attendance. Then 
O’Rossana bursts ahead with rider 
Antia’s superior urging. There 
seems to be no sign of Kabuki till 
the 300m mark, but wait! English 
jockey Nick Connorton finds a 
little gap between Young Queen 
and Twilight Lady and shoots 
Kabuki througlf, then carves past 
on the outside and is shoulder to 
shoulder with O’Rossana.Smooth, 
long legs flashing past iri'long 
strides. The yells get lustier, the 
fists flail the air and both fillies fly 
past the winning post locked 
together. I couldn’t hear my 
heartbeats in the midst of the turf 
thunder. 

Kabuki, I wonder. Why name a 
filly after a Japanese theatre form 
acted out by male players only? 

But what's in a name? This bay 
filly by Everyday II out of Kittos 
gives trainer Bharath Singh his 
fourth filly classic win in a row, 
but the earlier three were cared 
for on behalf of his mentor Rashid 
Byramji, Kabuki was all his own. 

Jockey Nick Connorton did it 
last year, too, with Wind Song in a 
pulsating finish again, but that 
time he wasn’t exactly patted on 
the back for great riding. Today 
was Connorton’s maiden race day 
, this season in Calcutta and it was 
the first classic of the season in 
the city, too. With Sentouki, a 
two-year-old first-timer and 
Hokaido in the last race of the day, 
Connorton ended the day with a 
brilliant hattrick. What a way to 
come! 

It took one minute 41.4 seconds 
for Kabuki to dance away with the 
Rs 15,000 trophy and a purse of 
Rs 1,99,044. But I can still hear 
the thunder. 

AiittCknver 
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All smiles: The winning 
filly. Kabuki (Nick 
Connorton up) with the 
owners Amit and Sumit 
Gupta 











Left: The Indian Navy team brIngiM the holy water of 
the danga for the Inauguration orMohun Bagan’a 
centenary celebnitlona. Above: The fOnmr club 
aecretary Dhlren Dey, receiving the holy water from the 
Indian Navy team leader. (Next page) Above left & right: 
The opening ceremony of the Mohun Began Centenary 
Gold Cup aoccer tournament (In which only three teama 
participated) at Salt Lake atadlum where ftowera were 
ahowered from a helicopter onto the Mohun Began 
playera. Bottom right: parneroon'e Dlamant FC brought 
along Italia ’90 atar Roger Mllla (13) who waa mobbed by 
photographe^a and fana wiMre ever he went..... 
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Lothar Matthaeus, was one of the 
few footballers to cover 
himself with glory at Italia ’90. 

His sizzling runs, his 
powerful kicking, his calm 
captaincy... .it all won accolades 
fix)m the world’s press. 
There is no doubt that at present, 
' he is the world’s 
most complete footballer 
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Suffo^nbnof 
Maradona fn the flnal 


rerharkawe^uae 


tnfleaimouradtaiie 


Hensogenaurach to a 
£1.5 m signing for Inter 
(viaBorussia 
IkCoenohengladbach and 
Ba 3 rem Munich, with 
whom he won three 
Bundesliga titles), he 
has matured firom that 
midfield drudge into a 
stridmit attacking force 
Of the four goals he 
scored in the 1900 
World Cup, at least two 
riohlfdSMrved 
Favazotti’s 

accompanying strains. 
Espeo^y his second 
Wagnerian goal against 
Yugoslavia in the 
opening round, when he 
surged forward ftom the 


LEiiCZIylilia 


high-hurdled a 
<teqperate tadcleand 
launched an irrecdstible 
drive destined for the 
net and certain celluloid 
Imzamrtali^T 
Matthaeus, who 
trained asa 

hamedhmisbings fitter 
just in case his football 
CBi^sarshoald flounder, 
hasan c^ratla CbM fern 
the grand oocaslon. In 
' 1888, his suifoQdti(m<^ 






’wiiidi:^«tore ' ^ 
miairkabla Iwpauae be 
played with a broken 
wriattetEH^pedin 
fiaab-oolqui^ tape to 
foot tbvpiqMeition. 

“Footbidl is my bobby 
and my work,” 
Mattbaeussald. "When 
you have a ohanoe to 
play in the World bup 
final, 1 don’t oare if yw 
have two broken hands 
or two broken legs, you 
still play. I play for 
Germany with my 
heart.” 

.w But it was playing for 
'^rmany with new boots 
which cost him a heroic 
finish in this year's 
World Cup final. “I split 
my boot in the first half 
and had to change to 
new ones in the second,” 
Matthaeus said. ”It 
would not have been 
good psychologically for 
me to take the penalty, 
so Brehme was given the 
job. I did not wish it was 
me. 1 am a non-egotist.” 

Evidence of ego is not 
lacking, especially since 
the youi^ Matthaeus 
Was notoriously 
addicted to ni^ht-life 


and ftwileiha.'But 
anibiUcm.has kmg adnoe 
tnudled'hii rrtielUon, 
tiiov^hthbrnwas atiihe. 
whenOennaa papers 
vdere full of thenews 
that hd had poetponed 
his wedding to l^lvia, 
his childhood 
sweetheart, or that his 


Ottmy work. The night 
befbre matches I might 
have one beer with 
dinner and only after 
the match will 1 drink ' 
three. Or four.” 

Matthaeus, capped 83 
times for his country 
and the newly crowned 
West German footballer 


difemmittbin^^ 
Matthaeus may 
possess the thighs of a 
Viking thunder god and 
spirit (tfaBritiSh 
bulldog, but 
Beckenbauer’S elegance 
and luminescent 
charisma are b^lrOnd 
him. FbotbSll, 1^ 






new Mercedes had been 
found entwined with a 
garden fence. 

1 was not good,” 
Matthaeua said. ”But it’s 
nonm for young men 
to drink btsr and 
whh^. Zhad'tolaam. 
AftOT 1 didn’t 

drinWnn*MrtW again, 
Nowi mdst obnoentrate 


of the year, ia ambitious 
to overhaul the record of 
hie friend and mentor. 
Frans Beckenbauer, the 
last West German 
captain to win the World 
Cup, who finished hie 
playing career with a 
reocmd 103 cape. 

JButquanti^and 
quality ane very 


society. has witnee»ed 
the dawn of the new man 
azu^atthaeus is it. 

Iraodem football is a 
runaway train, with 
little time for admiring 
the scenery, then 
Matthaeus is the engine 
driver. 

SseMoll 








M y colleague 
Robin Chatter- 
jee had a run¬ 
ning noee. 

It took him quite a few 
.days to get it running. 
First, he inhaled some 
germs, got himself a 
high count of eosnophi- 
lia (he's got 12 as com¬ 
part to the average 3> 
and now his nose is run¬ 
ning well. 

We interviewed him 
just before the Chinchu- 
la Olympics. 

Miater Running nose, 
what do you think are 
your chances of beating 
Nkango Pango, the 
100m world record 
holder? 

'Well, the fact is that I 
am training very hard. 
It’s not easy to be a top 
flight running nose. So I 
don't know about my 
chances. After all, there 
are hardly any facilities 
available in this country 
and as for the quality of 
the germs (or quantabo- 
lic asteroids, to use 
another term), available, 
the less said the better. 

Take the case of Nkan¬ 
go Pango himself. He 
comes firom the United 
States and there, they 
not only have good faci¬ 
lities but their germs are 
of the highest quality 
over. Pure stuff. In In¬ 
dia. the germs are cor¬ 
rupt (and since corrup¬ 
tion is a national trait), 
it's nothing new. So you 
see. I am flgh^gagainst 
insurmountable odds. 
You are India’s beat 
prospect. How have you 
been preparing for the 
Games? 

'Well, the good news is 
that the SLAI (Sports 
Lack Of Authority Of In¬ 
dia) has no shortage of 
funds. So armed with 
wads of US dollar notes, 

I approached Barry 
Beyn^ds, (1 guess you 
know that he is t^ 
world 400m s sss s t T B^ I 



der) and he got me some 
pure quantabolic aster¬ 
oids. ^ynolds is a help¬ 
ful guy. He has his sym¬ 
pathies for the Third 
World, so that was a big 
relief. And I have also 
been running against 
international noses in 
races all over Europe 
and so far, I have per¬ 
formed okay. Nothing to 
crow home about, but I 
have reduced the dispar¬ 
ity between the adv¬ 
anced and not-so- 
advanced countries.’ 

Do you think going 
abroad has made a dif¬ 
ference? 

'What a question. Of 
course, it has. There is 
nothing like running 
against international 
running noses. The 
problem with us Indians 
is that we are easily 
satisfied with winning 
the national nose cham¬ 
pionship. But the stan¬ 
dards here are abysmal. 
But, as for me, I hope to 
arrive at the eighthrank 
in the world.’ 

Sir, how many athletes 
will contest an Olympic 
final? 

‘Eight’. 

iSb you expect to come 
last. 


'Yeah, so what. You 
think you can run better 
than me. You think it is 
easy. You think anyone 
can reach an Olympic 
final. You think...’ 

Take it easy Sir. Take it 
easy. Who is your 
coach? 

“Lamb” Sukhvinder 
Singh. But earlier on, I 
had a foreign coach but 
he was sacked. 

By whom? 

'Why, by “Lamb" Sukh¬ 
vinder Singh. He said 
that ethnic was “in”, the 
current rage in the 
country and it didn’t 
look good to have a fore- 
ign coach. So Farry 
Mewson had to leave the 
country.’ 

Did it make a difference? 
‘Of course, it did. Farry 
taught me scientific 
techniques, he knows 
the most advanced 
methods of physical con¬ 
ditioning and I really 
improved. My nose was 
really running well. It 
had swelled up, a couple 
of ridges had developol, 
the tip had become red 
and 1 never felt stronger 
in my life. Anyway, all 
that is in the past. I train 
hard because the SLAI 
depends on me.* 


he is the 


What do you mean? 

*You see, I am India’s 
best hope. And if I do 
well, there will be a posi¬ 
tive reaction. Then the 
Prime Minister Haji 
Bundhi will sanction 
more funds an4 that 
means, the officials of 
the SLAI can build more 
houses for themselves, 
buy new cars,and go for 
foreign jaunts and have 
lavish parties at the 
Hotel Payjing?’ 

Hotel Payjing? When 
was that? 

*Oh, in the last Olym- ^ 
pics, at Ching Chong. 
The president of SLAI, 
Mr Hufeeh JUhadi had 
such a glittering party 
that I thought we were 
living in the times of Ali 
Baba and the forty...’ 
Sorry to interrupt you, 
but do you think it is 
ethical to use quantabo¬ 
lic asteroids? 

•Which century do you 
live in?’ asked an indig¬ 
nant running nose. 

The twentieth' 

Then stop being stupid. 

I don’t understand why 
there are different rules 
for different people. No¬ 
body asks such ques¬ 
tions to Nkango Pango 
but because I am not 
Number One...’ 

I am sorry Sir 
‘You don’t understand’ 
continued running 
nose, 'I am trying to 
bring glory to the coun¬ 
try. Glory... remember 
that. And it is for this 
reason that the tax 
payers’ money is being 
used up. That’s why we 
had to build a brand new 
house for "Lamb” Sukh¬ 
vinder Singh. People 
don’t understand how 
much sacrifice there is 
in trying to bring glory 
tfil^he country.’ 

Sc^ou are optimistic?’ 

coming last is opti- 
.mistic, then I suppose I 
am.’ 
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VOICES 


“f admired Senna until that 
Incident at Suzuka, but what he 
dkf there was net In the sporting 
spirit if you saw the TV shots 
from the helicopter. Senna 
didn’t even try to pass. He only 
had to stop the guy. They were 
not side by side. It was crazy. It 
was ridiculous to try to win the 
championship that way.” 
NELSON PIQUET on the 
Senna-Prost crash, in the 

Japanese Grand Prix at Suzuka. 


“After so many scmsons, \ 

competing In a championship as \ 
stressful as the Italian, 1 feel the \ 
need to play somewhere else. \ 

I'm not as strong as 1 used to be. ' 

1 can't msnage to be like before. 
Some day or other It had to 
happen.” , , 

MARADONA offers his reasons for / 
planning to quit the Italian League / 
to play in Japan. / 





“At this stage, I am not sure how 
this tour wiii tske piece. The 
security of the players In India 
will be the biggest problem. 

Even if this tour takes place, 
there will be a lot of tension.” 
IMRAN KHAN doesn’t seem too 
keen to play in India in the 
forthcoming series. 

“The past two years, it's like 
they put a tiger in a cage and 
didn't feed him. But it's like they 
left food lust outside the cage 
and he wants to get to it. Ben's 
the tiger, he's hungry to get | 
out.” 

EDDIE JOHNSON, Ben’s elder 
brother sounding the alarm before 
his historic comeback. 

“This is a moral Issue. When I 
get up in the morning I want to 
be able to look in the mirror and 
feel good.” 

ANDRE AGASSI after backing out 
of the contract to play in the Grand 
Slam Cup in Munich, for which he 
might be ban ned from playing in a 
Grand Siam event next year. 

“We don't think much of 
Graham. Graham stinks out 
places. He twists and turns like a 
guy who doesn't come to fight. 
Jackson will knock him out by 
the 5th or the 6th. 

AL BRAVERMAN, boxing director 
and matchmaker for Don King, 
opines that Herol Graham of UK 
cannot win over Julian Jackson of 
the US, when they meet for the 
WBC middle-weight title in Spain. 











CONTENTS 







6 A leaner and 
hungrier Ben 
Johneon returns to the 
traok on January 11. 
Hie’s like a hungry tiger 
who has been kept in a 
oage for two years. And 
now the animal is being 
let out. How fit and fast 
is he now? 

^ Another feather to 

I "Vhlsoap...876 
wickets and the second 
highest wicket-taker in 
Test history. But where 
does Kapil Dev go from 
here? b it just Hadlee's 
world record that is 
keeping him in the game 
or are there other 
ambitions? 


II Sportsi¥oHd\ 


12-16 December. 1990 Volume 12 Issue 4 
An Ananda Bazar Publication Rs. 7.00 








10 Davis Cup 

35 Photograph of the week 

36 The Imran Khan Column 

38 Madan Lai; Dreams Die Hard 
40 Tennis Trivia 
<i3 Private Eye 
44 Fitness 

46 The Best of Tennis Writing 
78 Who is the king of the mile? 
82 Freewheeling 


Cover Photograph by Nikhil Bhat- 
tacharya 


Poster Photograph by Moinuddin 
Hameed 


Alt illustrations by Debashish Deb 




V 




Editor Mansur All Khan Pataudi 

Assistant Editor Andy O'Brien 

Chief Sub-Editor Pradeep Paul 

Principal Correspondent Mudar Patherya 

Editorlai Staff: Subhash Sarcar, Suprakash 
Ghoshal. Rohit David Brqnalh, Avik Lee, 
Shevtin Sebastian. Robin Chaiterjee 
Madras Correepondent: Partab Ramchand 
Senior Photographer: Nikhil Bhaflacharya 
All Director: Amiya Bhaltacharya 
Staff Oeelgitora; Samir Biswas, Ali Akbar 
Mirza and Bhaskar Oas 
Editortai Assistants: Frank Gomes, Su|it 
Ghosh 

Published and punted (or Ananda Ba/at Pa(rika I td Irom 6 & 
9 PrafuNa SarKar Street. Cateutta 700 001 
by Bi|i( Kumar Basu 

Air Burc(>ar 9 e (or Srinagar ex Deibi and Tripura ?0paise 
Nortb Faslern State$~2S paise 










BENJOHNSON 


READY.. JIND SET T 









His first meet 
willbebji 

imbhe^s 
like a, hungry 
tiger 

desperate to 
get out 
of hie cage 














TENNIS 


DAVIS CUP FINALS 1190: 
USA VS AUSTRALIA 

BACK IN THE 


A few years ago 
Joe Chang said his 
son, Michael Chang, 
would be the 
player to bring the 
Davis Cup 
back to America. 
He was right. 
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Naway, it was 
always a foregone 
conclusion that the 
United States would 
win the Davis Cup, 
but what was more 
significant m the wider 
view than mere victory, 
was the fact that the 
USA and Australia, the 
two countries 
synonymous with this 
competition, were 
battling it out in the 


“If Dwight Davis 
were alive, he’d be 
vomiting ail over the 
courf’^US 
television 
commentator Mary 
Carilio, on the USA’s 
unsporting choice of 
red clay as the 
surface 


final yet again 

American captain Tom 
Gorman had more 
weapons than his 
Australian countei part, 
Neale Ft aser Fora 
start, he had the home 
ground advantage, 
secondly he chose clay 
as the competition 
surface, thirdly, he had 
the stronger team with 
which to contest the 
final 

But what emerged 
more strongly than any 
other factor in this 
year’s competition was 
the fact that the era oi 
the supreme European 
challenge, has cither 
passed or been 
temporarily stayed 
Germany, even though 
without Boris Becker, 
Sweden, with its galaxy 
of stars, France with 
Henri Leconte and 
Yannick Noah, had 
disappeared The cup 
that was named m the 
memory of Dwight 
Davis, honouring team 


tennis in an era when 
singles play and 
tournament prize money 
assumed supreme 
importance, was being 
fought for by those 
age-old rivals, the 
United States and 
Australia 

It was an acrimonious 
Cup final Fraser, 
unhappy with the fact 
that Gorman’s team had 
the often-crucial home 


Gomez) in the 1990 
French Open With 
Agassi and Chang due to 
play the singles 
matches, Gorman 
obviously chose clay a 
surface the Australians 
do not have the best 
credentials in the world 
Former US Open and 
Wimbledon champion 
Aithur Ashe, himself a 
former Davis Cup 
captain, pulled no 


eyebrows of even The 
Waslungton P(jsl What 
had happened to the 
spirit of sp^n tsmaiiship, 
questioned the 
American newspajier’^ 
“The US IS going to 
win,” the paper 
reported—before the 
final got under way 
‘ And we’i e going to win 
big Ijeciiusc we’ve 
mancxjuvrcd a cheesy 
home c oui I advantage 
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Cahill was outclassed by Chang, but Fromberg 
(inset) gave Agassi a hard time 


groimd advantage, had 
criticised the court 
surface even before the 
tie began in St 
Petersburg, Florida The 
Americans chose clay 
for one simple reason 
Michael Chang had won 
the 1989 French Open 
on precisely that 
surface, and Andre 
Agassi was a losing 
finalist (to Andres 


punches Tt you want to 
be sporting and give the 
people a good, tight 
match,’ said Ashe 
halfway through thus 
year’s final, "play it on 
the same surface as the 
US Open If you want to 
win it 5-0, play it on red 
clay ” 

Play it on red clay 
Gorman did It was a 
choice that raised the 


At the (ei eniony aftei 
the matches they should 
award us a, big slab ot 
cheddai cheese to 
commemorate our 
rat-box tactics so much 
for thespiiitof 
sportsmanship ” 
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Cash was 
dropped for 
singles play but 
teamed up 
with John 
Fitzgerald for 
the doubles 




‘‘If you want to be 
sporting and give the 
people a good, tight 
match then play it on 
the same surface as 
the US Open. If you 
want to win it 5-0, 
play it on red 
clay”—Arthur Ashe 


Suipiisingly this IS 
nothing new in Davis 
Cup c ompetition The 
home gi ound 
advantage and witti it 
the c hoice of 
surface—has always 
been shamelessly 
exploited When India 
played Sweden at 
Bangdloiein 1985 the 
sui lace was a hybrid 
designed to confound 
the Swedes When 
America played 
Ai gentine in Ar gentina 
1111983 the red clay 
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courts were watered at 


every change over to 


bolster the advantage 


the surface gave 


Jose-Luis Clerc and 


Guillermo Vilas, both 


natural clay-courters. 


Technically, 


therefore, the US was 


within rights to do what 


it wanted. But the 


attitude sickened even 


the US tennis fraternity. 
Tennis commentator 


Mary Carillo went so far 


as to say, “If Dwight 


Davis were alive, he’d be 


vomiting all over the 


court. Carillo s 


credentials- and her 


credibility, for that 


matter are impeccable. 


She won the French 


Open mixed doubles in 


1977 with a buddy called 


John McEnroe 


Faced with the almost 


impossible task of 
wresting the Cup from 



Agassi gutsed It out to give the US a 1-0 lead 
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America, Fraser opted 
for boldness. He dropped 
Cash from the singles 
berth, slotting him into 
the doubles with John 
P’itzgerald instead 
Cash, the 1987 
Wimbledon champion, 
took it in his stride, 
despite his own proud 
record in previous Davis 
Cup finals “It must have 
been a very hard 
decision for F’raser,” he 
said, accepting with 
grace the fat:t that the 
singles burden would 
fall on Darren Cahill, a 
US Open seini-finalist in 
1988,and the young 
Tasmanian, Richard 
Fromberg. 

It was Fromberg who 
sprang all the surprises 
in Florida First, he led 
Andre Agassi, the world 
number three, in the 
opening singles and at 
one stage looked certain 
to clinch the match 
Then, in the fifth set, 
with Agassi up a break 
and holding throe match 
points, Fromberg 
fought back Breaking 
back, lie eventually 
succumbed 4-6, 6-2, 4-6, 

6- ^2, 6-4 Then, with the 
US holding the winning 
3-0 lead, the youngster 
pulled off another feat 
when he upset Chang 

7- 5,2-6,6-3111 the 
reverse singles, 
shortened to a 
best-of-th ree-sets 
contest. “I’ve learnt a lot 
from this contest,” he 
said. “I now believe I can 
make the world top ten. 
It might not bo for a 
couple of years, but 
that’s my goal.” 

Don’t write Australia 
off. If Fromberg’s form 
is any indication, this 
country will be a force to 
reckon with in Davis 
Cup play in a couple of 
years. 

David McMahon, 
Melbourne 




































KAPIl- DEV 


'Have I Become 
Such A Burden To 
n^Gountiy^ 

i4Hat so manyf $k me about retirement? Hepii 
the iiterld^s s^imc^ltig^ 

GAoshetthaihls^i^rii^ ' r 





'■ _ ^^APILDEV 

NIKHANJisa 
perfectly happy 
man He ought to be 
He has every reason 
Hi ^Hlktobe The long and 
difficult terrain that he has 
traversed, has given him all that 
he could have dreamt of And 
more And well in time too He is 
an immensely successful player 
A star A man who IS endowed 
with enormous physical prowess 
And, of course, the proud 
possessor of a small fortune 
And, without any doubt, all this 
could have been enough to lull 
him into a sense of comfortable 
complacency Of stagnation 
^ Yet I discovered that 
fortunately for us and all those 
who beheve in the glory that he 
represents, happiness for Kapil 
Dev Nikhanj still does not stem 
from the satisfaction of having his 
dreams fulfilled his mission 
accomplished For, the mission Qf 
Kapil Dev is still unaccomplished 
his dreams still unfulfilled And 
that’s exactly the passion that 
leads him on in this houi of crisis 
The fact is the life of Kapil Dev 
IS now at a critical stage For the 
simple reason that he is not good 
at his job anymore For the simple 
reason that he does not take 
^vnckets anymore 

Some say his success his 
nches, his fame, his records, his 
comforts, have doused the fire 
Some say age has begun to ciipple 
his prowess And others believe 
his time has simply come to din 


horrid nightmare A haunting, 
irritating, pestering awareness 
that feeds on his nerves, his 
stamina, his confidence A 
confidence that has never before 
faced such a stiff challenge as it is 
doing now 

And all his pain is linked to just 
one sentence Kapil Dev doesn t 
take wickets anymore 

“There can be no hypocrisy 
about it That Kapil E)ev doesn t 
take wickets anymore That is 
there in the record books”, Kapil 
Dev says “But that does not 
necessarily mean that I’m drained 
of motivation Or I lack that 
cutting edge that had nidide the 
impossible possible before I’m 
still the same old Kapil Dev, 
raring to go all the time and 










end 

But, perhaps the truth about 
Kapil Dev is hidden in a maze of 
unavoidable realities, 
compulsions, frustrations and of 
course, an undying, 
unquenchable dream that still 
hovers ai ound his glistening 
eyes "Tve come to a stage of life 
when everyone asks and wonders, 
how much more’ How much 
longer’ From here where does he 
go’ Well, I say, who knows’ 111 
move on and on Till the time 
when I realise, when somewhere 
deep dov/n someone begins to say, 
/I’m no good anymore’”, says Kapil 
^Dev, pensively "And then I atop” 
In the hfe of Kapil Dev, that 
spectre of ‘stop’ now looms as a 


wanting to do my best I’m still the 
fittest man in the Indian team, 
with the constant promise of 
breaking loose and returning to 
my devasting form 
“The only problem is that those 
magic moments do not happen to 
me very often anymore I mean it 
has not happened to me for a long 
time now People may be thinking 
the success, the achievements, 
that have come my way, have 
lulled me into a sense of ease, 
complacency Oh my God, if only 
you’d have known how eagerly I 
crave those moments when 
everything falls into place like a 
Jigsaw puzzle If only I could tell 
you how hungry I really am” 

And then, as if to perpetuate the 


When! realise, 
when 

semewhere 
heap hem 
semeene 
bigltts te say, 
TainetgeeP 
anymore’, only 
Uen will I step 











agony come the questions, like a 
flicker of venom, of gall—‘Kapil, 
when are you going to retire?’ 
‘Kapil, has the thought of 
retirement crossed your mind?” 
‘Kapil, for how long do you think 
you can go on like this?’ ‘Kapil 
don‘t you think it is time you 
called it a day, with honour?” 
They come in a barrage, besieging 
a passion, a determination that 
has refused to give up. 

"I don‘t know why so many 
people ask me this question about 
retirement. Wherever I go. 


whenever I meet a friend or a ^ 
journalist or even a fan, the same 
topic, the same question.. .Have I 
become so unwanted, such a 
burden to cricket, to my country?” 

And sometimes it seems as if so 
many people just want to impose 
their own ending to the Kapil Dev 
story. "And that’s so 
demoralising,” Kapil confesses, 
“sometimes it seems so unfair. 

Just don’t push me, man. I know 
what I’m doing. And I bloody well 
know how I’m going to end my life 
in cricket. You don’t try to control 


Just don’t push 
me, man. I 
knew what I’m 
tlolng...l lust 
don’t want te 
heat dlls 
duestien about 
mtfretlnment 
horn anyone 
anymore 
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it. I just don’t want to hear this 
question about my retirement 
from anyone anymore. And if 
your magazine can pass this 
message across to everyone 
concerned, I’ll be glad. Grateful 
even," says an angry, cornered, 
and hounded Kapil And he goes 
on “Kapil Dev has never looked 
for excuses. Never, And Kapil Dev 
18 never going to need 
instructions from others about the 
most important decision of his 
life.” 

“Off the record, they all say, in 
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an oddly conspiiatorial, cloak and 
dagger style ‘Kapil, you’ve got so 
much, yaar, really you’ve got 
cash, fame, glamour But the only 
thing you lax;k now is wickets 
What’s the point then"'’ Come on, 
man, give it up’' 

“They don’t know the dreams 
I’ve always had and still do, that’s 
why they talk like that,” says 
Kapil. “There’s nothing off the 
record; in my life everything’s on 
record. Yes, I’ve got everything, 
and I’m happy, yet, that happiness 
does not really make me happy 
Not happy enough Why shouldn’t 
I be the greate.st wicket-taker in 
the world? People often say 
Richard Hadlee, Richard Hadlee. 
Yes, Richard Hadlee, of course, 
and beyond Why not’'*” 

There absolutely is no reason 
why not Bxcept for the realities 
that are constantly at work And 
not in his favour 
Kapil explains, “The biggest 
factor that has caused damage to 
ray bowling is one-day cricket. 

Too much of it. My original style 
has been severely affected This 
business of keeping the ball in, in, 
and in, to check the runs has 
really changed my style My 
outswing has gone haywire; that 
cutting edge, that tempting lure 









that used to force mistakes on 
batsmen and then make them fall 
to my pace no longer exists There 
IS no threat in my bowling 
anymore Playing one-day cricket 
has grooved into my system to 
bowl straight, straight, straight 
within the stumps I’ve become 
predictable ’ 

This awareness has been 
growing m Kapil Dev over a long, 
long period Though without 
much effect But, of late, the 
growing discontent, the 
frustrations have suddenly 
erupted in the form of a rebellious 
urge to recover his actual art, his 
original self 

“I'm really working hard at it, 
you know,” Kapil says, 'T’m really 
working hard on my outswing It 


18 bound to be a long, hard 
process But I’m sure it will 
work ” 

Probably it will For, deep down 
he believes in the ultimate 
triumph of dedication and 
thoroughness Today, there can 
be no doubt that Kapil Dev, at 
30 -plus, 18 still one of the fittest in 
Indian cricket That’s his 
thoroughness Today, there can be 
no doubt that as a businessman he 
is one of the wealthiest in sporting 
circles That’s his ambition And 
today, there can be no doubt that 
Kapil Dev has a temperament 
tough enough to contend with any 
crisis That’s his being His self 

The Kapil Dev story is not over 
Yet • 


THROUGH THE CRYSTAL BALL 


If we take Kapil Dev’s bowling performances over the last four 
years (i.e since the beginning of the 1986-87 season) he has 
played in 33 Tests and taken 85 wickets at a strike rate of 2.57 
wickets per Test. Working on that here is a rough estimate of the 
time and Tests Kapil will probably need to A) Cross the 400*wid<et 
mark; B) beat Sir Richard Hadlee's record of 431 Tests wickets 
and C) To achieve his dream of 450 Tests wickets 


yTARGET 
TESTS 

TIME* 

. .. 


400 

10 

SIHI-1892 


431 

22 

inlS-1B84 


4S0 

29 

eiHl-19SS 


years are approx basadonenAveri 
li 


ini^lcfcet 


a year and the tootative schedila ter 


Oh my Goi, If 
oiily you’ll have 
known how 
oagerly I emo 
thoso (magle) 
momonls whoo 
onryttilng falls 
Inta glaeo llko a 
ligsawpiazle. 
Ito^yleonU 
toll yon how 
hungry I nally 
am 










QUESTIONS 

1 Which three 
. events comprise 
the triple crown of 
American horse 
racing? 

2 Who described 
. what 

as ‘nine Mickey 
Mouse events and the 
1500m’? 

3 In the 1986 
, World Cup at 
Mexico, the colour of 
the nose of the official 
mascot, Pique was 
^changed from red to 
green. What was the 
reason for this? 

4 When and where 
. did Billie Jean 
King beat Bobby 
Riggs in the ‘Battle of 
the Sexes’? 

5 What is the 
* artificial barrier 
or obstacle in motor 
racing called? 

6 What is a 

. ‘Torpedo Throw’? 

7 Ivan Lendl’s 
. tyrannical 
mother Olga often hit 
him when he was a 
boy. What was the 
reason? 

8 What is the 
. criteria on which 
points are awarded in 
gymnastics? 


ABOVE 13: Wish you wore part of our quiz team 
BETWEEN 10 AND 13: Not loo bad. 

BELOW 10: Sportsworld reading recommended. 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
BISWAJIT PANDA, 

PRINCIPAL’S BUNBLOW, 

RCE CAMPUS. 
BHUBANESWAR-751007 

All answers sent in by the contributor. 


9 An Egyptian 
. born Greek 
cricketer reappeared 


in international 
cricket in 1983, 
having played in 


Tests in 1967. Who is 
he? 

•4 “He looks at 
X W . the bowler the 
way a boxei' Uxiks at 
his 

opponent —sticking 
his chin out at him. 

He make.s clear his 
intention” Who .said 
this about whom? 

■4 4 Who .said. “To 
X X . run. run a 
mile; for experience of 
another life, run a 
marathon”'^ 

4 Q Which 
X . heavyweight 


title fight did 


READERS 



ANSWERS 

1. Kentucky Derby, Preakness and Belmont 
Stakes. 

2. Daley Thompson, describing the decathlon. 

3. The organisers thought that a red nose made 
f%;|ue look like a drunk. 

4. In T973 at the Houston Astrodome. 

5. Chicane. 

6. A long distance throw in American Football. 

7. Because he refused to eat vegetables. 

8. DlfficuIN, novelty, grace and sureness of 
movement. 

9. JohnTrafcos. 

10. Peter Roebuck on Viv Richards. 
lhEmili»topek. 

12. The third of the three fights between him and 

Jpe Frazier h^d in Manila. 

l^lOtbaga. 

14. EddieEagan(in the 1920 Antwerp Olympics 
and 1932 Lake Ptadd Games.) 

15. American Judi Brown on P.T. Usha after she 
was beaten by her In the semi'final of the 400m 
hurdles atthe LA Olympics. 


Muhammad Ali 
describe as the “next 
thing to death’’? 

-4 Q In England, 

X O * what sporting 
items are referred to 
as ‘coffins’? 

4 A Who is the 
X ^ . only person to 
win a gold medal in 
both summer and 
winter Olympics? 

4 pr “Sport in 
X O . India? What is 
this? They do not have 
any history in men’s 
track and here is a 
woman.” Who said 
this and who is the 
woman being referred 
to? 









SENSATIONAL 


Ben Johnson 


1HE uluhiate 


mmj 



The man js nut only watched over-he is being- 
sheltered A multiple security ring bill I ounds 
Ben Johnson There is his manager, his 
substitute father and there IS his lawyer They 
stand behind, they stand beside Ben Johnson 

They all say “01 course you can have a talk with 
Ben No problem " And ^hey smile very nicely 
Their voices are smooth and soft They are t urned 
out just so, even their haircuts have been 
done by a good stylist 
They ai-e as charming as 
brokers and second 
hand car dealers "Hi. 

I'm Harry, hi. I'm Ed. hi. 

I'mAzan How are you 

Arno"^" ^ I 

They say it is now 
important to have a talk 
with Ben Now, as he is jV Ar 

again rehabilitated ^ mmm M 

Now, when Life starts ■ jL - r 

anew for him ^ i 

"But"—and suddenly i 

those smooth voices 
turn hard and cold—"we 
still have to take 
political hurdles "And 
what does that mean ^ flpi W 

“You shouldn't ask Ben Smm 
about the past, not about « — — 

Seoul, dopping. not IcsSt"’' ; -- 

about racial relations, 

and not at all about . . — 

politics But do talk to 
him it IS important' 

"Oh yes." they say. « thp flrUO^ I 

"something else-Ben IS a lHw UlUya I 

magnificent sprinter, fast. They help yi 

I am not sure n.' 

talker. He expresses traHImP yOU 

himself, you know, _ 



No, the drugs don’t make you run 
fast. They help you perhaps, hut there 
I am not sure myself. When you are 
training you can recoup faster 


tnrough his movements, not his words ’ 

And then enters Ben Johnson 
Black cai-, green training suit, sweatshirt, 
gym shoes He carries a portable phone “Hi", he 
says, laughs, shakes hands "Let's do the job", he 
says and en route to the hotel lobby he phones his 
mom "I'm downtown at the Sheraton " In the lift 
he tries to ring up an old friend, on the way from 
the lift to the room he tries again "Damn, the 

line IS busy" He 
succeeds in the room 
"You can reach me here 
the next few hours or 
so "And then he starts 
I I Ben talks about 

^ ' ' everything Without 

inhibitions, without his 
former stuttering A 
man who seems to be at 
peace with himself, 
satisfied He talks about 
his plans, that he wants 
to found a Ben Johnson 
Foundation "for 
underpri vileged sports 
people ’’He talks about 
the subjects his 
entourage had declared 
taboo 

Then there is that 

c knock on the door, and 

^gllfcii^SSiigB8SS| Azan Kemeel, Ben's 

-1 substitute father, comes 

m Yes, he only wants to 
hsten to what we are 

tMAi/A »iin taikmgabout "No", he 

make you run says, “Idon’t thmkBen 

rhaOS. but there wants to answer this 

Wfienyouare 

ecoup faster wants to remark on 

___ this’! No, and again, no. 
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'Turn ofTthia machine". 

And then Ben starts 
stuttering" agrain, feels 
uneasy and insecure, he 
smooth flow of 
conversation is 
disrupted. The fastest 
man of the world sits in 
his hotel room in 
downtown Toronto, 
retreats in his shell, 
says only yes and no. He 
is again beseiged by 
solititude. He reaches 
for the phone. 

Question: Mr. Johnson, you 
> have become something 
like a missionary, we are 
told. 

Johnson: I give lectures 
in schools and warn 
children not to make the 
mistakes I made. I tell 
them to keep their hands 
off drugs, no matter if it 
is cocaine, crack, 
anabolics or steroids. 

The stuff is dangerous, 
and I know what I am 
talking about; it is damn 
dangerous. 

You stand in front of a class 
and give a speech? 

Yes, I stand in front of j 
the classes as a speaker. 

In the beginning I was 

terribly nervous, a fg bS hOHeSt, I 

greater stress than the c 

final run in Seoul: I had the ITiedai. C 

palpitations and caught .me.-.lv 

remained nol 

What exactly is your cheated and th 

message? It WaS gOOd tl 

Steroids should oe * tjj * • u, 

banned. They should be UUl. Dill I lie 

treated by the law like- 

heroin. Steroids and 
anabolics; these are the most dangerous 
drugs-they can instigate heart attacks, cancer 
and can cause damage to the liver. They can 
change your character. Here in Canda it is a big 
business with 60 million dollars and a huge black 
market, and that worries me. 

You are glad you are off anabolics? 

I am damn glad. Also, that I was caught at the 
right moment. I often felt rotten when I was 
treated with steroids. I told myself. I don’t want 
to. 

Then why did you take part in this dangerous game? 



To be honest, I didn’t feel well with 
the medal. Even if they had not 
caught me...I would somehow have 
remained not quite happy. I had 
cheated and that was unfair and so 
it was good that they caught me 
out. But I had not expected it. 


1 was still almost a child 
when it started. I was 
also scared to say no. I 
was scared to lose 
everything: my coach, 
my friends, everything. 
At that time I did not 
realise that I had the 
wrong kind of friends, 
that some were only out 
for the money. I was 
under immense 
pressure 

The motto was ‘You’ve got | 
to win, no matter at what 
cost’? 

I not only had to win, I 
believed what the people 
surrounding me said. 
They said: ‘it makes you 
fast.’ 

You are the expert: do 
anabolics increase speed? 

No, the drugs don’t 
make you run faster. 

They help you-perhaps, 
but there I am not sure 
myself When you are 
training you can recoup 
faster from stress-again, 
perhaps But in no case 
do drugs make you run 
faster They do not let 
you run 9.83. 

What makes one fast? 

Speed is mainly a 
question of talent How 
you can handle your 
body and your reactions 
under stress. 


...w I watched you yesterday: 

6Xp6Cl6u It. reporters followed you with 

_cameras and microphones 

and asked hundreds of 

questions. You looked uneasy. Don't you sometimes 
wish you could simply relax on a Jamaican beach, listen 
to reggae music, perhaps smoke ganja, enjoy the day? 
Why did you then want to join the stress of competing 
again? 

Simple answer running is my life. But 
sometimes I am homesick, I am longing for the 
beach and the sunshine and my old friends. But I 
certainly would not take ganja' But this is 
already my dream' When my running career is 
over I will spend the winters in Jamaica. 

What keeps you in Canada? 

My mother lives here. My entire family is here. 



towards this, for this I am getting both my body 
and psyche into top form 



But mainly I have to make up with this country 
To repay a debt I cheated the Canadians As soon 
as my punishment is over I want to make 
Canadians feel pioucl again with my victories 

Even though after Seoul you were met with undiluted 
hate? Even though Canadian politicians wanted to send 
you to the North Pole after you fell? Even though angry 
and disappointed fans threw garbage into your garden 
and everbody shunned you? 

I understand the people, 
that they reacted like 
that alter Seoul I had 
made a mistake, had 
betrayed and lied And I 
want to make up for it I 
like living in Toronto, 
and I like the people 
here I love this country 

in short, you are proud... 

Yes. I am proud to be a 
Canadian and once 
again I want to make a 
start for this country I 
want to win medals for 
this country 

The former world record 
holder over 100m, Calvin 
Smith, thinks this IS an 
illusion. He believes that 
the stress of expectation 
you are under would slow ’ 
you down, paralyse you? 

How would Calvin Smith 
know this‘s I want to 
prove to the world that I 
am the fastest man ever 


The whole world watches 
and waits to find out if you 
will be slower without 
drugs—does that scare you? 

It leaves me cold I know 
I can run good timings 
And this will also be my 
message to all athletes 
which-so I hope-would 
mfluence sports people 
everywhere “See lam 
the fastest without 
anabolics"” I don’t know 
yet, how fast 1 will be 
But I am quite sure that 
I will win the next world 
ohampionship and that 
I will stand on top of the 
steps in 1992 at the next 
Olympics I work 


‘They never come back’ is one law in sport. Do you really 
think you can compete with the world’s best after a 
two-year break? 

I know it But a few weeks ago I ran faster than 
anyone else in the world » 


Please give us your timings. 



Without special training and 
conditions of competition I ran 6.51 
over 60m and 10.03 over 100m. I 
can break aii world records. And I 
will do so....I want the world record 
because the person who holds it at 
present doesn’t deserve it 


Without special training 
conditions of 
competition 1 ran 6 51 
over 60m and 10 03 over 
100m These are 
excellent timings and 
means I can break all 
world records 1 can do 
better than 9 92 over 
loom I can break the 
world* record over 60m 
and also over 50 yards I 
can break all records 
and I will do so 

That means you want to 
beat Carl Lewis? 

I will do so when the 
time IS ripe for this But 
first I want to win next 
year in Tokyo (The 
World Championships) 

You sound very optimisic? 

I am optimistic 

The experts, however, are of 
a different opinion. Again 
Calvin Smith.... 

he 18 not an expert 

Anyway, he thinks it 
impossible that you can run 
10.00 without anabolics? 

I have run 10 00 so 
often My body is for 9 8 
I am the only person in 
the history of athletics 
who has run faster than 
9 90 My body did it, 
and my head managed 
it And that’s how I 
know I can manage it 
agam without drugs, 
clean, honest 

But time runs away from 
you. You get older. 

I am 28 now but I will 
reach the peak at 30 

Your former coach Charlie 
Francis wrote: “Could we 



have managed 9.79 without drugs? We would, of 
course, have done it". 

I can only remark My timing of 9 8 is realistic 1 
want the world record because the person who 
holds it at present has not deserved it 

You don’t particularly like Carl Lewis? 

We are rivals We don’t talk to each other and I 
also have nothing to say to him 

How did you bear not being allowed to run for two years? 


fight is an invention of the newspapers Firstly, I 
have to be in form I have to adjust my head to 
competition and then I want to run, first lor 
Canada lamalsothinkingof my image I do not 
want to compete with Lewis for money This is at 
present not so important to me Some time later, 
there is going to a showdown and then I will 
beat him 

This will also bring the money you need so urgently. You 
had to sell your Porsche’ 


It was damn difficult for 
me What happened in 
Seoul solved a lot of 
problems I really was in 
difficulties On the other 
hand, it was quite all 
right not having to i un 
Since 12 or so I’ve done 
nothing but run, run 
and tram Now I had 
some time for myself 
and my family though I 
continued with my 
training I realised this 
holiday 

How many million dollars 
did this holiday, which was 
forced on you, cost you? 

I don’t want talk about 
money 

An estimate- 15 million 
dollars? 

Certainly more 

I 

Bitter about it? 

That’s how it is I don’t 
bother about the money I 
lost I want to run again 
for Canada, and 
sometime later, money 
will come in again 

Six million dollars already 
in an autumn race if one is 
to believe American 
newspaper reports. That is 
the amount you are 
supposed to get for the 
“competition of all 
times”—the showdown 
between Carl Lewis and 
yourself—the fight for the 
crown. Where is this 
gigantic fight to take place? 
There is talk about 
^Manhattan and also Japan. 

I can tell you only one 
thing the talk about this 



Steroids should be banned. They 
should be treated by the law like 
heroin....they can chanoe your 
character. In Canada it is a big 
business with 60 million dollars 
and a huge black market..and that’s 
what worries me 


Sure, I lobt a lot of 
money But I also had 
too many c ai .s 

And you race around the 
countryside with this’ 

I like to drive and when I 
feel like It I drive 
last 180 200 

100 kmph IS the speed 
limit in Canada! 

Well sometimes I drive 
fast The jxilice have not 
caught up with mo so 
far 

You wanted to build a large 
house for your mother after 
Seoul. 

Well, 1 wanted to build a 
real home for my mom 
This was my big dream 
But then this tei rible 
thing happened Then 
everything was too 
muf h for me all these 
problems, and on top of 
it building a house' And 
to think of the f uture' 
Tcxi much' But 1 m still 
young, and in future I 
shall build loi mom 
something lai ger and 
more beautiful But first 
I have to concentrate on 
the important matters 
lunning 1 think of 
nothing else 

Apart from running, are you 
interested in what happens 
in the world? 

Well, I suddenly had 
plenty of time foi this 
during the last two 
years I made use of it I 
read the newspapers 
now crime, 
environmental 
pollution—these are 
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important problems 
One must know what 
goes on in the world 
Now, I would not run in 
South Africa, not for a 
million dollars They 
have to clear then 
race-relations fir.st 

Since 1968, when Jim 
Hines ran 9.95 secs for the 
first time, the 
10-second-dream mark 
over 100m has been broken 
31 times by 9 runners, and 
all of them, without 
exception, were blacks. 

How do you explain this 
superiority of black 
sprinters? 

1 cannot explain it 1 
don't think there is a 
specific reason for 
blacks being faster than 
the whites or the 
Chinese I was born 
black and God gave me a 
special talent to run 
fast 1 just try to make 
the best of it 

Did you have a special lool 
in your youth? 

Even as a child, I wanted 
to be a fast sprinter 1 
wanted to be like Don 
Quarne who won the 
gold medal over 200m 
for Jamaica in Montreal 
I wanted to be like him 

it is said you became so fast 
because you hunted birds in 
the parks and had to run 
away from the police? 

That IS an old story 
There is a bit of truth in 



I was still almost a child when (the 
doping) started. I was also scared 
to say no. I was scared to lose 
everything my coach, my 
friends.. .At that time I did not 
realise that I had the wrono kind of 
friends, that some were only out for 
the money 


vitamins, only with my 
natural power From 
then onwards, I knew 
you can beat them all 
And now I look back to 
those days and can say 
today I can manage it 
“clean” I will again be 
the fastest—drugs are 
not necessary 

Once more: what is the 
secret behind the black 
victories? Are blacks more 
relaxed during the 
competition? 

Each athlete—black or 
whito tries to bring his 
opponent down 
psychologically But I 
cannot tell you my 
secrets 

Why not? 

Ijook at Ed Moses' Often, 
he provoked a wrong 
start, sometimes he 
quarelled with the 
umpire, he tried all sorts 
of things to break his 
opponent’s 
concentration I also 
have a few tricks but 1 do 
not use them 

Your former coach has said; 
“One has to be prepared to 
kill—otherwise you can’t 
win a race." 

I don’t need such 
feelings I also do not 
’hate’ in order to get in 
the right mood for 
competition 

What do you think about in 
those few seconds before 


it. we were poor 

The black sociologist Harry Edwards considers sport to 
be a new form of slavery—“athletic slavery". Reason; If 
the talents of black children were to be directed in 
different ways, there would be more black doctors, 
judges, executives. 

Look at me If I couldn’t run, I would, most 
probably, be a bum But now I tell the kids in 
school study, study' That is important Sports 
come after studying 

When did you know that you could be the fastest man in 
the world? 

In 1981,1 was the fastest youngster I ran 10 19 
secs without drugs, without special 


starting? 

I think of my family, also of our background, 
how 1 grew up in Jamaica And then I black all 
this out If you start thinking about your 
neighbour, you have already lost 

What does it feel like to be first? 

J feel good inside but I don’t show it I do not jump 
up and down like so many others But I know 
inside that I showed them' 

Athletes and sports scientists cannot agree whether 
sexual abstinence before competition increases 
strengh. Does making love before the race paralyse you? 








Women and sex'' I don't 
knew if I should answer 
this 

Try it! 

Making love a few days 
before—okay, nothing 
against it But I would 
do without it a night 
before, because nothing 
should distract you 

What, by the way, do you 
think about Carl Lewis' 
autobiography, “Inside 
Track?" 

Should I have read the 
book 

Perhaps you should, 

* because it attacks you. 
Lewis writes that you are a 
bad example for children. 

What should I do'' He 
upbraids me and that 
was to bo expected But I 
know it IS unfair I’m not 
going to read the book 
In my country, kids see 
me again as a hero They 
love me That is 
impiortant to me, not 
what someone called 
Carl I/3W1S writes about 


What do you do when you 
9 are depressed? 

1 sit in my room and 
listen to music, 
preferably soul 



What makes you cry? medal. All til 

When my father died in . .. l.-i, _ 

New York, I nearly Will II DflUK a 

cried I don’t know why I 91) UllbC 

didn’t because the pain 

was very great -- 

When I run again, 1 will be doing it 
not only for my Mom but also for my Dad 

What hurt you more after Seoul: loss of money or your 
honour as a sportsman? 

I feel terribly ashamed before the public 1 had 
asked myself again and again what people will 
think of me Also, it hurt awfully because of my 
Mom It hurt also that I lost a lot of money, but it 
does not bother me any more It was terrible to 
return to Canada also I cannot find words to 
describe this I didn’t know what to do, to whom 
^to go for guidance I stood near an abyss 

Did you think of suicide? 


It was the areatest thrill of my life 
to win at Seoul, and the greatest 
shock to lose the record and the 
medal. All this, and particularly to 
win it back again ‘clean’ would be 


an unbeneveabie feeling 


No, but I was down, very 
down I felt so miserable, 
so very miserable The 
Olympics had been my 
life’s dream and now 
this But I knew I would 
manage somehow My 
family stood by me I 
also won some true 
friends But 1 do not 
want to talk about this 
any more 

As compared to before 
Seoul, have you changed 
your training? 

I train like never before 
I know what my body 
needs At the moment, I 
train 3 5 hours daily, 
mainly power training 

And you are as strong as 
before? 

Pretty much the same, 
just three pounds 
lightei 

You said you would love to 
have many children. If you 
had a boy, would you want 
him to be a sprinter too? 

If ho wanted to run, I 
would help him and also 
show him all the tricks 
But I would never force 
him my name could be a 
problem lor him He 
would have to do it 
voluntarily 

Please tell us how many 
years more you’d like to 
run? 

Upto 1993 

And in 1992 you want to be 
tops? 


I will be tops Number One 

What does an Olympic medal mean to you? 

It would be the crowning of my life I won a 
medal I lost it This was a shock If I win it back 
now, I will have it for eternity I d have something 
I could show my friends in 30/40 years 

After the finals in Seoul, you said: ‘This world record will 
last for 50, maybe, 100 years? It didn’t even last for two 
days? 

It was the greatest thrill of my life to win there, 
and the greatest shock to lose the record and 
medal All this, and particularly to win it 



back again clean 
would be an unbelievable 
feeling 

Did you even think about 
what would happen if you 
were caught for doping? 

To be honest, I didn’t feel 
well with the medal. 

Even if they had not 
caught mo -I would 
somehow have remained 
not quite happy. I had 
cheated and that was 
unfair, and so it was 
good they had caught 
me out But I had not 
expected it. Since 1985,1 
had about 99 drug tests 
and was never caught. 

Is clean sport a matter of 
fiction? 

At present- -yes. 

Do you think the problem 
will be solved with regular 
testing? 

That will take a long 
time. It also presupposes 
education, the 
philosophy: to win at all 
costs is not quite right. I 


Women and sex? I don’t know if I 
should answer this...making love a 
few days before i$ okay..nothing 
against it. But I would do without it 
the night before, because nothing 
should distract you 

















POINT OF VIEW 


TO HELL WIINIHE 


HOCKEYFED 


■ OU should actually have been reading this in last 
week’s issue But then again, this story is all about 
'taking your own tune to write’ So I took my time 
too 

If the Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) can come to 
a virtual standstill because some government or SAl 
official has not replied to certain letters from the 
federation, then what harm can a week’s delay cause 
to this innocuous piece of journalese 
Where, you may ask, did I get this preposterous 
and ridiculous idea that a mere lack of correspond¬ 
ence has stifled the organisation that IS supposed to 
be the guardian and promoter of our ‘national 
game'? Straight from the horse’s mouth—from 
Professor Gurusewak Singh, secretary of the IHF, 
the source of this mformation And the forum in 
which he chose to reveal this information was, a 
hshonal debate on the problems of Indian hOQkey, 
held at Chandigarh on the rest day of the cricket 
Test between India and Sn Lanka 
Indian hookey has died so many deaths, that the 
number of autopsies done on the corpse, would 
make a Jaok-the-Ripper victim look like Snow White 
after she bit the poisoned apple 
Naturally, the seminar organised by the local 
sports journalist club was seen as yet another 
cut-diseot-and-throw-away-job on Indian hockey 
AND MAYBE IT WAS 

One qualifies that statement with a ‘maybe* because 
there were, in the course of discussion, many 
flBBcinatmg revelations about Indian hockey, and 
even some concrete positive suggestions for im« 
provement But what good is diagnosis if it is not 
followed by cure or solutions if they are not 


Indian hockey has died so many 
deaths that the number of 
autopsies done on the corpse 
would make a Jack-the-Ripper 
victim look like Snow White after 
she bit the poisoned apple. 
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implemented , 

For that matter, what good is a dehate where t^f 
players blame the facilities, the ooaohea criticise mi 
system, the administrators point a Anghr at thh 
players and the government, the foetOBT edmmistnM 
tors belittle the present establishment, and the prees 
find fault with everyone but themselves? 

Yet, for the majority of the marathon seven-hotUf 
seminar, this was precisely the scenand. And midti 
you, the participants were no ordinary mortals like 
you and me. for whom a 'stick' meant what dad gavk.' 
you when you did badly at school Gathered at tha 
Press Club oi Chandigarh that day were former 
Olympians, top coaches of the country,experts qn ! 
physical fitness, well known hockey adndni8trat0ri^<i 
and present players 
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V,' talk, of promoting^ hocfcay on 'Botind 

lines' and to demolish the feudal syirtem 

H has now, of the scxipe of making monejt; of the 
Sea* scientific training, of the Importance of 
ig younger age groups, of changing the 
) of the stick being used by the players, and 
the oh'so-many problems that plague Indian 

what good IS all this, i^n, the secretary of 
||he federation after digesting six hours of 
r<iritioism, the majority ^ Which itras bSaped on Ins 
' organisation, defends himself hy passing the buck 
In a speech which would have woi^ him an Oscar 
[’nomination, the secretary Qurusewak Smgh tia> 
^rrated his efforts tcrrevive Indian hockey in these 
words “I took over in February this year, and in 
April I wrote my first letter, which outlined a plan 
for training junior and aub-junior players, to the 
Sports Ministry and to its satellite the Sports 
Authority of India (SAI) I have since written six or 
seven reminders but have not even received two 
'^llnes in reply The officers of the government and 
^ths SAI don't seem interested You ask them to wake 
up and take Interest m Indian hookey but they dont 
get up They are deadweight Nothing is happenmg 
^ their set-up Tm wondering who I should 
approach now to save Indian hookey Tve exhausted 
’’my patience If things contmue this way, it's best to 
.pack up and stop this thing If I not allowed to 
function, I will resign’"^ 

When Mr Smgh*^ When’ j 

How loqg can you rely on others to bear, what in ' 
is your burden‘d Are you telling us that the 
only thing you have done in your 10 months of 
ofQoe is write seven letters’ Are you saying that 
unless and until the government replies to your 
letters you will sit tight watching Indian hockey 
•Ink to unprecedented depths? Why is it, that the 


India won the Fair Play Trophy at 
the last World Cup in Lahore but 
there was no one to collect the 
trophy at Brussels recently. If the 
players and the officials admit 
that the coach of the women’s 
team to the Beijing Asian Games 
was thoroughly incompetent and 
should not have been chosen, 
then how did he make the trip in 
the first place? 





fedsrsiion is so ovt^rfelient op the government? If ' . 
th«fe<teratkmlsni<^r^»^Sld(Usmsa ' * 

government's funds and then,distributee it aa iM- i 
when it likes, then of what use is a feqeratioQ? ' 
WlmtaseyoudbingabcmtincieasingfkbiatiesjMi;^ , t 
the players? If there was an. agrsmnent between the...' ^ 
pleamrs and the fetkraticm be^ee<ihe Lithbre Worn 
Ckip, why hasn’t that 

writing letUHTs to | '& 

for ^ training of '-p 

other cxiimretemsasumei^^tai!^ tdpremete^ ’ 
or commer^iattee j|tiime? w Is it HuMl yenf 
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tieiixg bold on grass? If it’s bscsause no chis wants to 
bost it. then maybe It’s beoause you d^and too 
muoh guarantee mcaiey If you> can’t gat sponaco#, 
then, it's beoause they don’t trdst the accountabUity 
of tiur lederationl 

Ihelist of ({uestioiw one couMash, would match a 
new edition of the Spanish Inquisition. 

. Indl4 won tlm Fair Play'Itop^al^ the last World 
Cup,blit thsrs was no one present to oollsot the 
hPC^ihy f| thfilntematicnel f^i^cps’s ms^g at 
Sruli^'radentiyi if Imth the ntayeni and the 
cdft^Uils adndt. the coaohipf the e^hisn’a team 
tomSelljb^ wts thiitdiugl^ inpqm- 

dtahn ^ 

puttoy 
im^sm .la^^deWb to «» 


players? ' v 

These are the leas complex questions. But wh4|^ 
are the answers to these’’ , 

Maybe it would be unfair to dump all the garbage, 
pn the doorstep of the IHF. But then, who Ha moM* 
aooountable for Indian hockey, the Sports Ministry* 
or the Indian HockeyFederation^ The impetus musti 
Oome from the former and not merely in the fors^Of 
liters. 

Professor Singh talks about the general indiffer' 
unoe of the SAl and ttie Sports, Ministry towards 
Indian hookey. He talks about naming the officials 
reiqionidble for the present stagnation of Indian 
, hookey? He taUff in temuii of belling the oat! 

Ito enough S^i^G^ipaor, point accepted, but thereh 
seKnething’ heuM^ around your neck tool • 
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W HEN Sir 
Donald 
Bradman 
gave a 
television 
interview 
to the Australian 
Broadcasting 
Corporation just prior to 
the Ashes senes, it came 
as quite a shock 
In these 

media-dominated times, 
the greatest living 
cricketer to reach the 
age of 82 has resisted 
the continuous 
pressures to appeal on 
the screen That he has, 
though, is perhaps the 
key to the Bradman 
enigma 

To those born since his 
hey-day, his name 
evokes monochrome 
newsreel pictures of a 
distant flannelled figure 
in a flat cap smiting the 
world’s greatest bowlers 



Speaks His Mind 





After a lapse of many years, Australia’s 
most famous cricketer speaks out in a 
television interview about his 
legendary career 





to all corners of every 
Test arena in which he 
played And it was 
appropriate that his 
interview should have 
been punctuated with a 
feast of such film clips, 
from England’s defeat of 
Australia on the 
Brisbane Exhibition 
groimd in 1928-29 (his 
first Test) to his last at 

A macho Don 
Bradman during hit 

youngerdays 


the Oval m 1948, where 
he failed by four runs to 
achieve a Test average of 
100 

The statistics, as well 
as the filmed evidence, 
show that Bradman was 
not merely a class above 
the othei' great batsmen 
of history, like Hobbs 
andHammod he was at 
least two classes above 
them. 

He scored centuries at 
the rate of one every 
three innings and had a 








career average of 95. 
There are no groiuids to 
dispute that he was, 
technically, the greatest 
bataman in the history 
of first-class cricket. 

And while, in the 42 
years since he retired, 
he has remained a great 
name, he has not, 
though, become a part of 
the modern world in 
which he lives. 

That was why it was 
such a surprise to see Sir 
Donald on television, 
reminiscing about his 
phenomenal feats. For 
more than a generation 
he has been accorded the 
reverence and status 
which is usually 
conferred upon a great 
artist or celebrity only 
after death. 

This aura has been 
fostered by Bradman’s 
own reclusiveness. 
Despite diligent work 
for cricket in Australia 
as an administrator, he 
has never sought 
publicity. He was 
shaken by, but 
sympathetic to, the 
desire of his son to 
change his distinctive 
surname because of the 
suffocating attention he 
was receiving as 
Bradman's boy. 

So Bradman himself 
kept a low profile. He 
emphasised in the 
interview that he had no 
intention of discussing 
his private life, which 
has been settled and 
happy. Probably the 
most famous man in 
Australia, ahead of 
Barry Humpries, Paid 
Hogan and Bob Hawke, 
he admitted that he stUl 
spends three or four 
hours a day answering 
fan mail. 

His interview was 

Don Bradman: tanaad, 

K laed.ayeaonthe 
II, ready to whack 
It to the 
boundary 
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Th« noted Interviewer 
Norman May (right) 
interviews the bon for 
radio 

prompted, apparently, 
by his desire to leave 
something on film for 
posterity about his time 
m the game Attributing 
his record breaking to 
his speed of scoring, he 
pointed out that many 
men have spent a longer 
time at the wicket then 
he did and scored far 
fewer runs llis highest 
score, 452. was made, he 
said, in around 400 
imnutes—just more 
than a day’s play “But 
someone has got to stay 
at the other end,” he 
said Throughout 
Bradman was reluctant 
to take the credit 
himself 

He had never intended 
to play cnc]i:et 
professionally, even 
after the 1930 tour of 
England had confirmed 
him as the world’s 
greatest batsman “I 
wanted sport to be a 
recreation,” he said "I 
wanted to play it for 
pleasure ” 

However, the 
Depression put a stop to 
that Bradman lost his 
job with an estate 
agency m Sydney, and 
instead went about 
Australia between 
matches promoting 
sports goods 

Playing miniatura 
snooker during hia 
free time 


Ultimately, he moved 
from Sydney to 
Adelaide, played for 
South Australia, and 
was sponsored (and 
taught business) by a 
firm of stockbrokers 

He also made some 
surprising and 
unsurprising 
revelations 

Ckimmentmg on film of 
his hitting five sixes in 
an innings for New 
South Wales against 
Victoria in 1934—most 
of them off 

Fleetwood-Smith—Brad 
man said he had never 
hit a SIX in a first-class 
match before that day, 
though he was m his 
seventh season m the 
game 

When asked about the 


“Bodylme” tour and 
specifically about 
whether he and Douglas 
Jardine ever had much 
to say to each other 
when they met later in 
life, he replied “There 
wasn’t very much 
conversation ” 

There was extensive 
film of the 1948 series, 
and he set the record 
straight about that 
emotional last Test at 
the Oval, where Hollies 
bowled him for a duck 
“I was not aware it was 
going to be my last 
innings,” he said, 
pointing out that 
Australia might have 
had to bat again “Nor 
was I aware that I 
needed those four runs ” 
He could, though. 



remember precisely the 
shot that removed him 
“I hit It on the mside 
edge of the bat and 
pulled it on to the 
stumps ” 

The only depressing 
aspect of the interview 
was the inevitable 
nostalgia it 
provoked—m the 
audience rather than the 
subject—about how 
much better the game 
was when Bradman 
played It was clear that 
the attitudes of top 
sportsmen such as 
Bradman had a much 
higher moral tone than 
would often appear to be 
so today 

Asked what moment 
he would want to live 
again, he singled out the 
victory at Leeds in 1948, 
when he helped his side 
score 404 in a day to 
win—the first time such 
a total had ever been 
made to win a Test He 
however hurriedly 
corrected any 
impression he might 
have given that this was 
because of his own 
personal success in the 
match 

It was because the 
team and the country 
had succeeded 

As for his connection 
with the game now, even 
though he has given up 
administration, he said 
he still watches the 
game on television 

It was a stark thought 
to leave us with, that 
this great man fi'om a 
different world sits and 
watches the pyjamas, 
the cursing cartoon 
ducks and hears the 
brash, ill-informed 
commentators that 
characterise much 
televised cricket here 

One understood at 
once why he had kept 
himself off the screen 
for so long 
Simon Heffer 



































longer cany the 

bowling on my 
shoulders’ 


international asrainst 
the West Indies. 
Fortunately, my battin^f 
did not let me down. As 
for my bowling, the less 
said the better. HadI to 
make myself avaikdile 
for Pakistan as a 
hrontline bowler. I am 
ahraid I would have had 
to decline because no 
longer do 1 feel I can 
carry the Pakistan 
bowling on my 
shoulders. I arrived in 
Pakistan as a batting 
all-rounder rather than 
the other way around. 

The first one-day 
international let me 
have a olose look at 
Waqar Younis for the 
first time sinae May. His 
bowling filled me with 
pride and pleasure, for it 
was only a yesu* ago 
when 1 Insisted on his 
selection straight hrom 
the under-19 cricket 
into the patlonal team. 
Since then, I have given 
him a orash course in 
thephyaical, ihmtal and 
technical aspects of fast 
bowling. And what a 
great student he proved'' 
tobe.. 

1 even brought him to 
England last May and 
pleaded with SuMcpc to 
take him on their staff. I 
fhdt 1 wo^ kill two 
birds with atone. 

While Wa^ would mt 
greatexposure in 

oriokati In tiiu^ 
citd cooni^ would 


strike bowler. But I do 
not think my old club 
took me seriously when 
I told them that he was 
potentially the best 
bowler in the world. 
Surrey signed him up 
instead, and became a 
transformed team. 

We swept the one-day 
Internationale 3-0 
a^&inst the Weat Indies. 
But I am not fooled by 
the triumph in oneway 
cricket. In 1088, we 
were whitewashed by 
the Wrat Indies in the 
one-day matches, but we 
went on to win the first 
Test. Later, the West 
Indies were beaten 3-0 
by England one-day 
game—end went on to 
win the Teat series 4-0. 

1 was amazed at the 
■ comments made by the 
New Zealand manager 
about Pakistani bowlers 
tampering with the ball. 
Why did he not make 
thess complaints when 
he was in Pakistan? And 
does he mean that by 
making the boll rough 
ca^ onj»mde^ Chris 
Fringis'coxdd become 
tha same quality bowler 
as ^asim and Waqar? 
His Comments certainly 
iiA{diedthat. 

it seeiha that iai^ns 
can swiug the ball by 
making It rough on one 
4ide. I think he is b^g 
ektibmbly.naivs. It is . 
UksMi^i^ thatDsnxds 
Lillas'a giwBtniissams. . 
qua {lohiin ptoking ths 


seam (he was often seer 
doing that on 
television). The 
manager’s statement 


Imran is vary Imprssssd 
wHhthswayWaqsr 
Younus is shsping up 


ftw Pakistan cricket. 
Our Board made a 
massive financial loss, 
for thsorioketing public 
refused to go to the 
grounds to watoh any of 
thsmatohss. Ifbelthe 
Pakistan Board oould 
actually sue the New 
Zealand Board fbr 
breach of contract, 
because when guarantee 
monies are agr^ 
between the two 
ooimtries, it la assumed 
that the touring country 
will bring their best 
team. 



also contradicts the 
comment made by 
Martin Crowe that 
Waqar was tibe beet fast 
bowler he has ever faced, 
lamafiraidhls 
statements not only 
created a lot of bad blood 
between the two 
cricketing boards but 
sounded like feeble 
excuses for his t^un’s 
predictably disastrous 
performance in 
Pakistan. 

WhlletimNew 
Zealand team went home 
after being given 
earaellent exposure to 
high class cricket and' 
the New Zealand Board 
received the handsome 
stun of $ 800 , 000 in 

,gUanmtM, ths whola 
'Wot was a ootastrophs 


Also, wben in New 
Zealand two years ago, I 
oritidoed the umpiring. 
It was said that I was 
merely doing it to lobby 
fbr neutral umpires. Y^t 
in Pakistan, Martin 
Crowe asked for neutral, 
umpires too. Their : 
manager ulco indirect^ 
Impli^ that the 
umpiring was bad when 
he talked about our 
players tampering with 
the halli the' implication 
belief if th^ wdre 

neutral umpires, they 
would not have let that 
batmen. 

The ICC should 
immediately set up a 
panel of international 
umpires before 
something dieaatrous 
happens.# 
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ADANLAL, 
popularly 
knpwnaa 
‘MbddlAu’ 
opltomisesthe 
aever-aay-die spirit. 
Jifadan Lai has uevsr 
Men a quitter r^fardless 

fif a n i'mlui.lfi.nfw ri anH 

hbequeredoarenr. Each 
aetbaok had spurted him 
cm to make another 
oomebaok, till he had 

>hl 8 retirement. Bespoke 

tn MrtfcamwfiMt 


SniRTf WOMJh Youpliysd 
in 39Teat mstchet. Oo you 
ftink you shooM have piayeil 
own Test matehos? 

MADAN LAL: Whatoen 
X say? Tm still luQkier 
than others. Therewere 
several players like 
IjU^indwQoeland 
Padmakar Shlvalkar 
who sboidd have played 
many more Tests and 
rm happy that I got the 
ebanoe to rep re s ent 

T»^tWa , .1* 



thwt India ksd 


performed 
diSBstroi«dy« The 
Sudhir Naik Shopliftiiig 
oon^covetsy tipSM the 
morale of the teshi. 
Thwe wasomis^t 
Mdkeringand 
fhotionalism amongst 
senior playws and it wai 
not a vmy good tour and 
the atmoiiq^tmre in the 
dressing rpom was not 
helpfulfor a junior 
player like me. Ihave 
sad mempriee of that 
tour. 

Yes csnsMered yourseR St 
iSaU-nNmdar, but tbera wss 
erftieisgi abeut your batting. 
ttwasMttbatyquswra 
scared of tSstbuurting. What 
deyoubavatosay? 

It wae misinformed 
oritioism by some 
journalists. Rem 
Hendricks oflhdian 
Jhqmass started this 
campaign against me. 
Be daid that t vme soared 
of foot bowling. This put 
mental pressure on me 
everytime I emnt out to 
bat. Sometixnee I made 
allly mlatakss against 
: fost bowling, li^ 
getting out hit wicket in 
>a Test match in England 
ht 74, wbge tiwhag to 


seisaiQre were also 
umpedl^ the foot 
dWbbXwash^iBttant 




Delhi players never get as many chances as Bombay players' 
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TENNIS 

TRIVIA 


P LAYER that Monica Seles 
says has more fun on the 
tennis court than anyone she’s 
ever seen: Jennifer Capriati. 

O rganisation that has 
sent Ivan Lendl letters 
saying it is glad that he wears 
the highly protective French 
Foreign Legion style hat when 
he plays: American Cancer 
Society. 

P ERCENTvOf the players in 
the single draw at the 1990 
Wimbledon who ate bananas 
regularly to boost their energy 
levels, according to the 
resident doctor at the All 
England Club: 60. 

N umber of times Andre 
Agassi lobbed when Pete 
Sampras rushed net 62 times 
in Sampras’ 6-4,6-3,6-2 U.S. 
Open final victory: 1. 

N umber of bottles of 
champagne the Davis Cup 
can hold: 37. 

F irst male player to win a 
Grand Slam title with a 
large-headed racket: Mats 
Wihmder (1982 French Open). 

P LAYER who uses the 
smallest racket head on the 
men’s pro tour: Ivan Lendl. 


H OW soccer legend Franz 
Beckenbaner described 
Boris Becker: “By far the 
greatest sportsman Geimany 
ever had-xbigger even 
than Max SchmelMIr.** 


W HERE zealous 

photographers, during the 
annual Women’s Tennis 
Association dinner at the Plaza 
Hotel, tried to follow Capriati: 
Into the women’s room. 

A ddress of Bjom Borg: 

Apartment 7-9,18th Floor, 
L’Eftorial, Avenue Princesse 
Grace. Monte Carlo, Monaco. 


W HAT‘disco kid’Vitas 
Gerulaitas thinks of 
modem tennis: “I played in the 
golden age of tennis with 
Laver, Borg, Connors and 
McEkiroe. Tennis has become a 
glorified women’s game with 
the exception of four opfive 
guys. All the guys do now is hit 
the ball 100 miles per hour 
down the middle of the court. 
Rod Laver would beat anyone 
now with a MaxPly Fort 
(wood) racket.” 

W HAT Joe Chang predicted 
in 1987 about his son 
Michael, then IS that is worth 
dustipg offi“The only person 
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who will help the US bring the 
Davis Cup back in 1990, is 
Michael because he’s going to 
be a great ail-surface player”. 

H OW Andre Agassi is 

worried about his wounded 
image: "You’ve got 
professional athletes who are 
caught in affairs, who have 
drug problems, or alcohol 
problems, but when people 
criticise me, they’re talking 
about things like, ‘He said he 
was a Christian and I heard 
him swear on court,’ or ‘Oh, 
those clothes are too bright,’ or 
‘Oh, he tanked the second set, 1 
don’t care if he won the 


i 




match.’ Through the first four 
rounds of the US Open this 
year people weren’t cheering 
for my opponent: they were 
cheering against me. It’s like 
they’re saying, ‘Anybody but 
him.’ I feel that I 
constantly have to prove to 
people that I’m all right.” 

H OW Guillermo Vilas, who 
feigned an ankle injury and 
defaulted after clinching a 
semifinal berth at the 1977 
Masters, spent part of that 
afternoon: Running in New 
York’s Central Park. 

H OW Bjorn Borg, who 
feigned being ill with the 
flu and also defaulted, spent 
that cold morning: Filming an 
automobile commercial at the 
comer of 46th and Madison 
Avenue. 

W HAT Ivan Lendl, at his 
therapist’s suggestion in 
1985, began writing daily in a 
notebook to build mental 
toughness against John 
McEnroe who led their match 


W HY players have been 
beating 

no-longer-invincibleSteffi 
Graf in 1990 according to 
M^ Joe Fernandez who has 
quietly climbed to number 
four in the world: 
"Strategically they’re hitting 
more to her backhand, and 
they’re hitting high balls 
which she doesn’t like. Steffi 
didn’t worry too much about 
improving her game for the 
past three years.” 


rivalry, 12-9: “I am looking 
forward to playing McEnroe.” 

T he Martina Navratilova 
record that she thinks will 
never be broken: Her 
74-match winning streak. 

W HAT Pam Shriver called 
most of the young men on 
the pro tour in her 1986 book, 
"fussing Shots”: "Antisocial 
drips.” 


CompScdbynwIFain 
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S OME 

Info—wlilahwe 
iMtjroa didn’t 
hnow on th* Ryddr 
Cnp. Somuel Ryder 
wu a pipe smoklnff 
seed Bsleemsn who 
dreamt up what has 
heoome the bldfest 
most ballyhooed 
event In 

Anglo-Ameiioan 
sport. 

Sam had made a 
fortune at the turn of 
theoenturyby 
selling penny 
paohete of seeds and 
herbs and 
eventually beoame 
so sueeesefnl that he 
left his home town of 
Manehester to go 
fhrther south of the 
Riitleh Isles In order 
to expand his 
business. His health 
suffered as a result 
of the transfer and 
the doctors advised 
him to take up golf 
purely for its 
therapeutic value. 


EASY RYDER 


Anglo-American rivalry 


He stmek his first 
golf ball In 1910 at 
the age of 01. By the 
mld-ioaos he was 
planning the 
competition whleh 
would go on to be 
assoolated with his 


name. Ryder paid a 
Sheffield goldsmith 
100 guineas to make 
the Cup. 

The Times, London 
reported on April 86, 
1886 that aeertaln 
Mr Ryder of St. 


The Ryder Cup; One of the reasons why the 
Yanks and the English hate each other 




WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


Albans had 
presented a trophy 
for an annual golf 
oompetltlon betvreen 
teams oomprlslng 
British and 
Amerioan pros. The 
first match for the 
trophy would take 
place at Wentworth 
on JunedandO. 

The rest as they 
say Is history...bet 
you didn’t know this 
one, huh? 



FOOD FOR FOREMAN 


A Holyfield sandwich 


W E’VE gat latest on die George 

Ebrainan-Evantler HolyMd fii^ which has 
been sthpdidsdlhr April 19,1991. 

: llwlMonNAitthhiii^YOTk Gr^ Hyatt 
anndunce theiMfblw^^ AghL Holyfield 
confklj^diwi^hil, Georgs 




Ww, tobe^sel fi c i l o ect i - 

fivksy^llgfllhtlnl^ Hshaidolhef' 

ilkninldn plMnad too. Seoira cart fulf of food was 
otinifM lOiMCOvMfincviooin or iM 110111 wnyi 
the waf tar shoutinf; ^ilo«m service for Gsoffo 

»-- W ^ ■ r*,<; }( . 4^ . 

forpiiipii ^ ^ ^^ 

POMnoii QiOT irNNip, fus fo^vo wVMn no lOiQ o 
stnil^Hi^yMd..*t>ontiBi(ls^l^6r nipotyou 
tatweii i ta tf ip p et ofbiiadaitffB yea.” 

,siiliMi«n:iiis fatw siv^M 















I. 


itvmrSINANAME? 


Sachin who? 


I F you're a fait of Sachin Tendulkar, guess 
who he's named after. Not a cricketer by a 
Idng shot. He is actually named after one 
of the greatest music directors Hindi films 
had ever produced: Sachin Dev Burman. 

However, vdten the whiz kid was born 
Burman’s glory days were already behind 
him. His fans though had still not deserted 
him, two of them being Nitin and Ajit, 
Tendulkar’s brothers. And thus the new born 
in the family—Sachin-^who was to grow up 
and become the rage in cricketing circles, 
was christened after the genius. 

But his name ain’t music to the ears of 
bowlers the world over. 

Can Sachin make better music? 






Imran has got A’nu passion 

NIGHT GAMES 


W ANT to know why Imran Khan couldn’t 
click during the Pepsi Cup that was held 
in Bombay? According to one Bombay 
magazine, the reason comes in the form of a 
dark and sultry model cum-movie star called 
Anu Agarwal. 

A very bored Anu was dancing alone in a 
snazzy disco in one of Bombay’s five star hotels 
and the sexy Khan happened to pass by. 
Needless to say their eyes met, sparks flew and 
both of them started making their way towards 
each other. Aashiqui //had begun. They started 
dancing and apparently got so close to each 
other that it looked as if they made one shadow. 
After a while Anu left with Imran plodding 
along close behind. 

The magazine didn’t say where they went and 
what they did but a very tired Imran played 
quite ba^y the next day. Reminds us of a 
T-shirt Imran Khan popularised during the 
World Series Cup: ‘Big Boys play at night’. 


Star Dust 
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W ITH mpns Bod 
more oduples 
grtting' into! fiir 
nw together, 
it isn’t rare that work* 
outs overlap, .^t^ter ,^ If. 
you axui your :.psirt]^ 
have deoid^ to spend an 
hour on your bodiee, 
why do it at two dibCfe- 
rent cotners of the <dty? 
And liMth most of the 
fitness oentree arouhd 
the oountry being very 
male oriented—fitted 
out with weights and 
other miisole building 
stuff—ladies find them¬ 
selves fleoing the ditem- 
ma of puipi^l^irtm and 
risking th^'^ femhiine 
Wok. ,,, : t ■■' ' “ 

But dtmV:, 
much' about 'i^ 

Ikme .in' ^ 

oztibii' all titat''^^' 


macho eqmpment won’t 
rob you of your sleek 
feline charm. In fact, it 
might Just 'give you a 
firm body that you’ll be 
proud to flaunt. It’s like 
this: apart from a few 
bodyparts, the female 
anatomy ie very similar 
to the male. A woman’s 
arm consists of biceps 
' and triceps muscles just 
as a man’s does. A 
woman’s shoulder con¬ 
sists of deltoid muscles * 
just as a man’s does, and 
her leg consists of quad- . 
rioeps, bamstrii^, gas- 
troonemius and.^leus 
musclea. Just as a man’s 
does. Even her back and 
abdomen ooneist of the- 
same latleeimus dorse, 
and rectus abdominis aa. 
those of a man. The 
. same goes fbr the chest, 
whmlnspiteofthsfkt- 
' tgf tissue a^ Klahds Uiat 
make up the breasta, the 
basio pebtoral' musclea . 
irtiU m^. 

^o if gou’re looking 
loir an ovfrail look of - 
fithsas. than you’ve ^ 
td^'Worfc these musclee ' 

. hslfte. A;M'ihat means: 

the iaJWd; ■ V. 
'dk«raKieede.y^-ihsw'^ ‘i 
.. iiwih/ #1%^ itew^diflSp- .1';?: 

'’Shir ^ 

; ;;-^0 -flrdf- 'M;,'-’’- ■ 
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pr«»M»t a6y 

■ yo'ur''''*aor»»*'dW;£?si^l:;; 
framp, it^ dio prMfil|^^ 
you tPOJA bulking 
much (ttiMfhl). '-H: 

But don't get vtoo' 
soared, by that iMi. \ 
observation though, -M't 
a rule, women don’t i»^ " 
duoe as much testosteir*' * 
one—the hormone tha^K ^ 
causes mtiscle grourth— : 
as a man. So even if you ■ 
start working your way 
up the poundage in . 
search of an even better 
body, there's very little 
chance that your mus¬ 
cles are going to Kat ae 
big as your muscle- 
man's. 

And then, of course , 
is the very important 
question of what type of 
body you ladies are af¬ 
ter. If you're aiming for 
the spotlights of com¬ 
petitive bodybuilding, 
then you better hit the 
weights in a big way. 
But if you're just look¬ 
ing for a trim, taut body 
with an overall level of 
fitness, then you can do 
the same exercises as 
your man...but less in¬ 
tensely. 

So If you’re stuck on 
being together even 
when sweating it out, go 
fOr Ml. Just make wire 
' you do the exeroism 
with lighter wrtgbt, do 
,‘ fewer sets per bodypart 
. and work out fewer day 8 
* •each week. Th§t Uray 
; you’ll be as fit aa 
him...and look batter:, of 
opurse. 






















THE BEST OF TENNIS WRITING 



The Pathos 



the Pleasure 


i\_ 


BYREXBELUMY(may1981) 


N the next world, 
as a reward for 
distinsfuished 
service, we may 
sometimes be 
givenadayoif 
ftom stoking duties, or 
dusting the harps, and 
issued with the 
equivalent of Army 
*lmve warrants’. 

Perhaps they will insist, 
when banding over the 
travel vouchers (one-day 
return) that we resume 
our former, mundane 
labours. If they do, I 
shall spend that day at 
the French 
championships—first 
ensuring that the 
programme includes 


matches in which the 
likes of Pietrangeli, 
Santana, or Panatta will 
tease the likes of Laver, 
Rosewall, and Emerson. 
If he behaves himself, 
Nastase can play too. All 
the matches wlU last five 
sets and four hours, 
even the winners will 
collapse on the massage 
table like houses of 
cards, and I shall miss a 
few deadlines. But the 
birds will be singing and 
the wine will be waiting. 

A day at the Frdnch 
championships can 
mirror a lifetime's hope 
and firustration, beauty 
and pathos, pleasure 
and pain. In the few past 
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years the emphasis has 
shifted slightly away 
fit>m finesse. But that is 
probcdjiy no more than a 
passing ptuse, based on 
the prevalent dominance 
of the slickly tailored 
attritional methods 
embodied by Bjorn Borg 
and Chris Lloyd. Did 
you know that, on the 
slow clay of the State 
Roland Garros, each has 
been beaten by only one 
player? Adriano Panatta 
beat Borg in 1973 and 
1976. Margaret Court 
came back from 8—7 
and 3—5 down to win 
her 1973 final with Miss 
Evert, as she was then. 
Borg has been champion 
fives times, twice 
without losing a set, and 
Mrs Lloyd has been 



champion four times. 
Last year a record total 
of 222,316 paying 
customers saw them in 
action. In five years, the 
crowds have trebled. 

The French 
championships became 


an international event in 
1925 and the State 
Roland Garros was built 
in 1928. Nowhere else is 
the grandeur of tennis 
displayed in such rich 
variety—and nowhere 
else is the physical and 



mental cost of creating 
that grandeur so cruelly 
high. In short, Paris is 
the best place to play it. 
Ask John McEnroe and 
Jimmy Connors, who 
are still learning the 
trade on slow clay, or 












A day at the French 
championships can 
mirror a lifetime's 
hope and frustration, 
beauty and pathos, 
pleasure and pain. In 
the past few years the 
emphasis has shifted 
slightly away from 
finesse. But that is 
probably no more 
than a passing phase, 
based on the 
prevalent dominance 
of the slickly tailored 
attrition methods 
embodied by Bjorn 
Borg and Chris Lloyd 


Arthur Ashe, who never 
quite managed it 
(though he came close, 
and always found those 
famous courts an 
irresistible intellectual 
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challenge). The women’s 
game thrives only on 
faster surfaces- but in 
Paris, even women’s 
tennis has often been 
painstakingly painted m 
colours of gold 
All this has been true 


prejudiced, charming 
romantic who likes to be 
known as "The Poet.” He 
made things happen. 
Like shifting the offices 
of the French Federation 
to Roland Garros and 
raising the money to 


4,500. Like introducing 
afasterball to 
compensate for the slow 
surface. Like improving 
the food for both body 
and soul (retaining 
leafy, grassy islands of 
shade while adding a 


The French have made 
mistakes. The new 
‘show’ court is a little 
short on run-back 
(especially at the sites) 
and the doubles game 
has been demeaned in 
terms of prize money 



for a long time But as a 
public promotion the 
championships have 
bloomed only since the 
national federation 
acquired the inspiring 
leadership of the boldly 
imaginative Philippe 
Chatrier, a vain. 


rebuild the place. Like 
expanding the centre 
court acoommodation to 
15,000 (maybe 17,000 at 
a squeeze) and 
incorporating in the 
redesigned p^mises an 
intimate new ‘show’ 
court with room for 


fountain, more flowers, 
and extended 
promenades). Like ‘live’ 
television 
coverage—and a 
comprehensive range of 
associated facilities for 
public, players and 
press. 


and scheduling 
prominence. But people 
who never make 
mistakes never make 
anything. 

Every year, 
something changes at 
Roland Garros—'but the 
essentially sensuous 
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With the sound of birds 
singing; umpires 
nasally intoning quiivse, 
trente, quarante, 
egaiits, avantage; and 
the inimitably soothing 
slither of shoes 
shuffling on shale. With 
the sight of 
russet-coloured courts 
amid the grey of 
concrete and the green 
of trees; swirling clouds 
of dust at the mercy of 
some passing breeze; 
shirt sleeves and 
summer dresses in the 
bright heat of May and 
June; brilliantly hued 
crowds on the soaring 
centre oourt terraces 
(like giant rockeries 
built round a stretch of 
beach); and line Judges 
dressed in green and 
grey-—among them a 
Ohio blonde who flashes 


just enough leg to 
remind us that there is 
more to life than tennis. 

Roland Garros has 
many separate areas of 
interest, each with its 
own character and 
charm. But the centre 
court sums it all up. It is 
here that the close 
rapport between players 
and public is most 
exciting. The spectators 
are cultivated, 
perceptive. They 
respond to the mood of 
drama and players with 
a passionate, caring, yet 
discriminating 
lirbanlty. At times their 
noisy enthusiasm 
threatens to dominate a 
match by affecting the 
composure of players 
and court officials. And 
in the evenings the 
echoes of combat rumble 



Every year something 
changes at Roland 
Garros—but the 
essentially sensuous 
pleasures of the 
tournament remain 
untarnished. 
Sensuous? Yes. 
Because the mind’s 
appreciation of the 
game is locked in 
with the sight and 
sound of tennis at 
Roland Garros, with 
the taste and 
smell of it 



on as matches are 
replayed over 
dinner—perhaps along 
the Champs—^Elysees, 
perhaps at some 
candlelit restaurant in 
Montmartre, 
Montparnasse, or the 
Latin Quarter. 

What makes the 
French the supreme, 
all-round test of tennis, 
the most arduous 
tournament to win, is 
the combination of beat 
with a loose, gritty 
surface that, means 
of flictiOB, takes the 
pace off the ball. The 
quick-footed, violent 
cut-and-thrust that 
prospers at Wimbledon 
and Flushing Meadow is 
not good enough for 
Paris. The ball 
hovers—rather like the 
kind of rain that seems 






















5] to hang about, as 
i distinct from merely 
fj falling. Players use 
! slacker stringing in 
'! Paris, because ball 
control ipatters more 
i than mere power 
j Rallies last longer. The 
i ball cannot be put away 
easily. So matches 
i become a prolonged 
i| series of tactical 
! manoeuvres containing 
every trick in the book, 

1 every variation of pace 
^ and length, spin, angle, 

J and trajectory 
The.sc sweating, 
straining endeavour.s 
. demand both physical 
and mental stamina 
They demand a di.screet, 
concentrated patience 
on the one hand, and, on 
the other, a constructive 
■ alertness to a sudden 
i threat or opportunity. 

; They demand a delicate 
T balance between 
i sparring and a 
commitment to attack 
: Openings have to be 
i shrewdly and carefully 
I created often three or 
four ti mes in the course 
I of a single rally Even 
^ the superficially simple 
■ business of sliding into a 
: shot—so that 
• positioning and balance 
; are perfect -can be 
i desperately difficult 
I unless you have been 
; brought up to it. And the 
• longer a match lasts, the 
greater the threat of 
.] cramp, shrieking 
agony, even tears, 
d A glib analogy 
r between Paris and 
I Wimbledon might be 
t that between a carefully 
[■ composed classical score 
^ and improvised jazz. But 
; the analogy falls down, 

; for me anyway, because 
; I prefer Paris and New 
: Orleans to Wimbledon 
; and Beethoven. When 
^ watching tennis in 
;] Paris, all kinds of 
images leap to mind, 
music, geometry, chess, 


poetry, fencing 
Nothing much .seems to 
be happening Then, 
suddenly, everything is 
happening- a flurry of 


punches, perhaps, or the 
whisper of a drop and 
the buzz of a top-spin 
lob Alarm bells tend to 
ring in the midst of the 


most soporific, hypnotic 
exchanges Thus the 
need for mental 
stamina —the ability to 
stay alert when 




















everything in you cries 
out for mental and 
physical repose. 

Watching a match go 
on court can be like 
pfjpping a joint in the 
oven It can safely be left 
for a while You can pop 
back in an hour or so to 
see how it’s cooking. 
That was how it was in 
1961, when Manuel 
Santana went to Pans 
and won his first major 
championship Ho beat 
Nicola Pietrangeli in a 
five-set final and was so 
overcome by the 
' cessation of emotional 
' stress that he burst into 
tears -and Pietrangeli 
went round the net, took 
Santana in his arms, 
and comforted him like a 
father calming a child 
who had woken from a 
nightmaie. That was 
how it was when, the 
same year, an 
Australian teenager 
called Margaret Smith 
played in Paris for the 
first time—and was 
. beaten 7-5, 12—10 by 


Ann Haydon, as she was 
then. Cramp hit Miss 
Smith in the second set 
and the Australian 
manager^ Nell Hopman, 
dashed on court to help 
her (in those days, 
compassion was 
sometimes allowed to 
override the rules). 

That was how it was, 
too. in 1969, when John 
Newcombe somehow 
produced two aces to 
beat Jan Kodes 11—9 in 
the fifth set after more 
than four hours of an 
exhausting slugfest. 
That was how it was in 
1972 when Kerry 
Melville took three 
hours and 55 minutes to 
beat Pam Teeguarden 
- (who served for the 
ma\61i four timesrhad 
two match pointd^"^---"'-- 
ultimately ended fche- 
ordeal with a 
d e w ble-fault-amftat 
down and cried),, 
Finally, that was how i(f“ 
was in 1980 when Paul 
McNamee took four 
hours and 18 minutes to 


What makes the 
French the supreme, 
all-round test of 
tennis, the most 
arduous tournament 
to win, is the 
combination of heat 
with a loose, gritty 
surface that, by 
means of friction, 
takes the pace off the 

ball.matches 

become a prolonged 
series of tactical 
manoeuvres 
containing every trick 
in the book; every 

•effgf^'Mtfn, angle, 
dutn-foB frajectory 
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beat John McKnroe in a 
match of Jour tie-breaks, 
and Jimmy Connors 
came back from 3-6, 2-6, 
2-5 and 30-40 down to 
beat Jean—Francois 
Caujolle. There had been 
nothing quite like that 
since 1958 when Robert 
Haillet recovered from 
0-5 and love-40 down in 
the fifth set to beat 
Budge Patty 

It would be an 
exaggeration to suggest 
that matches like these 
are the norm in Paris. 
But their content was a 
totally authentic guide 
to the character of the 
French championships. 
How the memories do 
crowd in—the best of 
them featuring a subtle 
clay-court specialist 
countering the hammer 
blows of some mighty 
exponent of the ‘big' 
game. 

So I’ll stoke the fires, 
or dust the harps. Just 
getiihe ‘leave warrant’ 
ready, and leave the rest 
tome. • 
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Well Done ■■■■ 

I T was very nice of Sportaworld 
to have given Pravin Amre the 
coverage that he badly needed. 
This gesture of yours will surely 
lift the morale of upcoming 
cricketers,of the likes of Praveen 
Amre. 

ARTA MmHRA, 

Cuttack. 

Dropped Tet Again 

A RUN LAL must be wondering 
why he was shown the 
door once again. He is 
undoubtedly the best batsman 
Bengal has ever produced, and 
has been instrumental in lifting 
the standard of Bengal cricket. 

Although now on the wrong 
side of 30, Arun Lai had once 
again proved that he had not lost 
his mettle He should definitely be 
given another chance to prove 
that he is still capable of opemng 
an innings for India. Having been 
selected into the squad of the final 
16 one felt that he would open the 
innings for India, but it was not to 
be 

Though India wrapped up the 
series with conviction, the need of 
a specialist pair of opemng 
batsmen is always there. The 
selectors have some serious 
thinking to do. 

Kmrr. s. javali, 

New Delhi. 


Disgraceful ■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

rilHE Indian cricket team won a 
JL series after a long drought. The 
team should be given their due 
share of credit. But one man was 
again victimised, and that too not 
for the first time. Arun Lai by now 
must be habituated to the feeling 
of missing the bus once too often. 
He has scored tons after tons in 
domestic cricket but apparently it 
was not enough to earn him a 
berth for the country. After his 
classic innings in the Irani 
Trophy the selectors and cricket 
intellectuals g^ve the impression 
that he would once agadn be 
playing for India. But then eigain 
the lip could not kibs the cup. Hp 
was axed yet again to give place to 



a third spinner, who did not come 
in handy in the match. This time 
we are not only sorry for Arun but 
we are ashamed at the.caUous 
behaviour of ths selector^. We are 


at a loss of words, and do not 
know how to console this die-hard 
cricketer 

sabyasachichatterjee; ’ 

Calcutta. 




iVBffl^ltiicrtogin^h on pd^tea 4 and 5 in the issue dated 5-11 
ADeoember, Azharuddin telling Arun tial that he would not be 

playing in tl^ match in Chandigarh was by Nikhll Bbattaoharya. 
The omissitmiB regretted. 






fjnHINOS have not been too good for Bobby 
m Robaon after he went over to Deutschland as 
manager for PSV Eindhoven Hiastmtas 
manager for PSV has been put under scrutiny as 
the club fell in the first round of the Cup Winners’ 
Cup to French side Montpellier 

PSV had stated earlier that their goals were to 
reach a domestic double and reach at least the 
quarter finals of the Cup Wmners'Cup This 
sudden elimmation has put Robson’s post in 
jeopardy “The question of whether Robson will 
make it to Christmas is suddenly relevant again, ” 
wrote the De Volksrant newspaper in Holland 
The Dutch in any case, have not been too fond of 
Robson and don't went him around When news 
leaked before the World Cup that Robson was 
joining PSV Dutch coach Thijs Libregts reacted 
by saying, “Before you had taken one step here, 
you were destroyed “ 

Robson faces the usual press problems as in 
England and his inabili ty to speak Du tch gains 
him no respect either Maybe, just maybe, he will 
get the respect he deserves when he comes to 
Calcutta as one of the star attractions along with 
the PSV team touring the city That’s his only 
hope 


M arco van hasten has just got a repreive 

flromUEFA And it seems this letting oN 
has something to do with his superstar 
sV^ttfs. Van Basten was handed out a matoh ban 
t>t jfpur games after he waa sent bff the field fori 
‘ idlegedly elbowing a FC BrugcSfiWefender in thS*'^ 
faoeduringamatoh. . >iuoii 

Later, after a hearing, the sentence was cmP'o 
down to three games followihg Van Basten’s 
appeal. The appeals panel agreed with him Ifiid t 

his club AC Milan that the folly was absolutely ' 
unintentional. But it said that he was an 
experienced player who, “knows the danger to 
which an adversary is exposed to when fought off 
with an arm or an elbow.” 


T he soccer scandals in France assume a 

deeper hue, this time going into the realm of 
finance Late last month armed police 
interrupted a training session for Marseille, 
France’s most successful club, and hauled away 
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three leading players for interrogation about a 
fraud involving hefty under-the-table payments 
while they were on the paybooks of Toulon, 

After 11 hours of rigorous grilling, the 
magistrate released Pascal Olmeta, Bernard 
Casoni and Bernatd Pardo with orders to appear 
again this month. Behind the ever expanding web 
of corruption, Swiss bank accounts and shady 
middlemen some personal battles were also being 
fought out. Example: Claude Bez, president of 
Toulon versus Bernard Tapie, millionaire, owner 
of Marseille (recent purchaser of the Adidas 
group). Each accuses the other of bribing 
referees, fixing matches and a range of financial 
misdeeds that could read like a crooks ‘Who’s 
who’manual. 

Judging by these sleazy developments the best 
is yet to come. 

T he ITALIAN football league is facing its fair 
share of scandal. Though in terms of rating, 
it’s the French league that really takes the 
cake. 

And now for the latest excitement in Italian 
soccer. After the much talked about Sohillaci 
scandal, a new character is born. 

Jose Perdomo, who plays for Oenova was 
negotiating a transfer deal to Coventry when his 
ambitions went unrealised. This happened when 
Vujadin Boskov, Sampdoria’s team chief 
expressed doubt over Perdomo’s credentials by 
saying that, “My dog can play better.” 

Perdomo is now suing as he blames Boskov for 
the negotiations falling through. Perdomo’s 
lawyer, a man who goes by the highly innocuous 
name of Degli Innocent!, has stated that the only 
way Boskov could win the case was by 
demonstration in court that his dog really could 
play better. Perhaps Coventry could sign up the 
dog instead. Either way, it's a dog’s life for 
Perdomo. 

D iego MARADONA is so fed up with the way 
things are shaping up for him in NapoU tyht 
he is now seriously considering a move. A' 
transfer to any club will do. He is willing to go 
almost anywhere. “Wherever it is, France, Japan 
or elsewhere, the main thing is to play in a calmer 
championship, ” he w as c[uoted as saying. 

It seems as if a club in Japan is taking his 
desire for a shift seriously and he has been 
offered a huge sum.. .around $23 mi llion. 



Maradona had informed Napoli's president, 
Corrado Ferliano about his desire for a change. 
“It’s not a physical problem but a problem of the 
head.” 

The superstar was even prepared to give back 
the huge sums of money that Napoli had paid him 
in advance, “It’s not a question of money I’m 
ready to give Ferliano my last lira if he’ll give me 
my freedom,” The man has spoken . but will the 
transfer take place? 

NGLISH soccer hooligans, it seems, are 
improving. Hooligan ideals were given up 
for a while when they gathered all 41,658 of 
them for B nan Robson's testimonial benefit 
match. '' ' 

As Manchester United’s captain took a 
ceremonial lap of honour after the match, he was 
accompanied by hiscalleagues, well wishers, who 
ran up,tO the ground to offer their gratitude to 
Jhe old-yrar-horse. Since their intentions were 
•honourable this time, the oops on duty made only 
’half hearted attempts to stop them. 

Once Robson took his final bows and walked 
down to the tunnel, the exuberant supporters did 
not return to their end of the stadium They 
walked instead to the end that had over 10,000 
Celtic supporters. Not so long ago, this would 
have proved to be alarming. But not this time, 
Robson was a common favourite and respect was 
the only form of gratitude they could offer. 












GUEST COLUMN 


— Llj of a sudden, it is almost 
CliristiTias, Mycneket 
library is four books larger, 
thanks to our annual 
Christjnasjumble sale, and 

_as the sun rolls south, the 

cricket .squares of Britain are beginning 
to Irxjk a little grassy for the first time 
this decade Even though Mr Gooch and 
his team are ,settirig about their winter 
task in Australia, the sports pages are 
dominated by football and, of course, 
Gazza, sometimes in exactly the same 
story 

There are, apparently. High Court 
judges who have never heard of Mr 
Gascoigne, but the rest of us are less 
fortunate How did he get that trademark 
nickname'^ Why are cricketers not 
actiorded the same immortality‘s Why is 
the England captain not known as 
Gooza'’ Why not Azza. Gowzza, Lazza and 
Sinizza as the backbone of the England 
innings, and an opening bowling 
partnership of Mazza and Frazza? Is Alan 
Huzza, the Cambridge Blue, the only 
•cricketer to follow the trend (although he 
has an excuse -he plays rugby in the 
winter for who else but Wasps)*> I have a 
feeling that Chris Lev/is would not be 
entirely in favour of this system, as he 


Talking of Ian Botham, his 
contribution to the 
Christmas spirit haa not 
just been his latest 
leukaemia walk from 
Aberdeen to Ipswich. He 
has also been offered a part 
in Jack and the Beanstolk, 
even though his skills as a 
song and dance man have 
not been kept in such good 
trim pince his bowling fell 
away 


[ As Christmas creeps 
up there are plenty of 
goings-on among the 
county cricketers in 
England. Jonathan Rice 

fills us in , 

V J 
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would certainly come out a l^wzza And 
surely Ian Botham should cause a s|)ot of 
Bozza 

Talkinf? of Mr Botham, his 
contribution to the Christmas spirit lias 
not just been his latest leukaemia walk 
from Aberdeen to Ipswich He has also 
been offered a part in the pantomime 
Jack and the Beanstalk at Bradford, even 
though his skills as a soiig-and-dance 
man have not been kept in such good 



trim since his bowling fell away 
Cricketers netil to apfieal at k'ast twice an 
over if they are not to lose the footwork 
and facial gesture so important in 
pantomime 

All the .same, it is a new and ixiteiitially 
lucrative answer to llii' perennial what do 
cricketers do in winter'^ (piestion, and it 
is to be hoped that the promoters who 
offered both the p.irt wll lixik a little 
further afield next year It seems to me 
that if you are going to put on a 
production of Jack and the Beiintitnlk. 
you should first contact Jack Russell and 
Angus FYaaer, to see if the.y are 
interested in the title roles Graham 
Gooch and John Morris have spent the 
summer fielding clo.se Io t lie ba 1 1o 
improve their ball-jugghng skills rather 
than Just catch the thing first time, so 
they obviously have an agent who is 
hoping to get them a couple- of inont hs as 
a speeialilj. double :w;t iii Skegness or 
somewhere equally exotic once their 
batting skills ai’c no longer needed liy 
England Mickey Stewart would he 
typecast as the Fairy Godmother, after 
his persistent advice to Eughsli bat.smen 
facing Terry Alderman You shall get to 
! the ball For goodness’sake, get to the 
ball. 

I suspect that next winter's local 
newspapers will show advertisements for 
many new productions, including 
Cinderella, at the Colchester Empire, 
starring Derek Pringle as the dainty 
little orphan girl whoso pretty little feet 
fit so snugly into the gla.ss slipper.s 
Finding a volunteer to play I’rince 
Charming lias proved more difficult, 
although we have managed toca.st Eddie 
Barlow as the pumpkin who t urns into a 
coach Keith Medlycott plays Hutton.s the 
Drinks Waiter, and Rachael Heyhoe Flint 
is the Fairy Godmother, who turns mice 
into men and vice versa 

Little West Riding ILkxIs. at the 
Alhambra, Leeds, starring Martyn 
Moxon as the innocent among the wild 
animals of the forest, the ont irc 
Yorkshire oommittee as the Big Bad 
Wolf, and David Bairstow as Grandma, 
who so unfortunately gets completely 
eaten. Geoffrey Boycott also appears 
throughout the evening as the back legs 
of a horse The production dispen.sos 
with the part of the Woodcuttei', so for at 
least one more season there will he no 
happy ending, 

Peter Pan, at the Southampton Apollo, 
starring David Gower as the boy who 
looks eternally young, with Allan Border 
as his nemesis, the evil Captain Hook 











The production oflKladdiii 
at the Regal, Karhohi, with 
RamUn Subba Row as 
Wishee-Washee, and 
Shakoor Rana as the Magic 
Lamp, has unfortunately 
had to be cancelled, as 
nobody wanted to rub hiim 
(Rana) Up the wrongs way 
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Shakoor Rana was the magic lamp 

Also starring Rachael Heyhoe Flint as a 
forearm piotoctor 

Sleeping Beauty, at the St John s Wood 
Hippodrome, stars Rachael Heyhoe Flint 
as the young girl who has to wait 100 
years before her exclusion from the lenl 
world IS over, and Lt-Col John 
Stephenson as Prince Charming Vai lous 
members of the MCC committee play the 
Wicked Witch, and very well too, 1 may 
say 

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs at 
the SBC Pans Studio, Lower Regent 
Sti’eet, starring Brian Johnston as the 
hei nine who eats one apple too many lor 
her own good, and the Head of Radio 
Broadcasting as the Wicked Witch With 
Freddie Trueman as GrumpyJ Bill 
Fnndall as Doc, Trevor 3f)lpy as Sleepy 
and Henry Blofeld as Hap^y They all 
play Dopey from time to time 

The production of Aladdin at the 
Regal, Karachi, with Raman Subba Row 
as Wishee-Washee, and Shakoor Rana as 
the Magic Lamp, has unfortunately had 
to be cancelled, as nobody wanted to rub 
him up the wrong way Several hundred 
pages of dialogue along the lines of Oh 
yes you did Oh no I didn’t Oh-yes you 
did Oh no I didn’t,’have had t» been 
thrown away as a result ^ 

Happy Christmas 

WiSOEN CRCkCT MOI^HLV 
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THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 
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C ONTINUING with 
the ushiro-giri we 
discussed last 
week, this is a piac- 
tical demonstration of 
using it in kumite 
If your opponent 
grabs hold of your leg 
and pulls while pushing 
you over, fall forward 
onto your forearms 
while pulling your leg 
free Even as you drop, 
pull both legs in under 
you, plant your finger¬ 
tips firmly on the 
ground, look over your 
shoulder and kick to his 
face or shoulder region 
Make sure you fall on 
your forearms, other¬ 
wise the impact could 
injure your wrists Also, 
balance yourself on your 
fingertips before deliver¬ 
ing the kick, otherwise 
you won’t get full power 

By Shivaji Ganguly 
Kyokushlnkalkan karate 

PHOTOQUAPHS RAMAN BHAUA 


■A. When your leg is 
pulled and upper body 
pushed 

Draw legs in while 
balancing on 
fingertips 


Fall forward, landing < 
on your forearms 




Look over shoulder 
and kick to face and 
shoulder ^ 
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N ew gun laws 
proposed by the 
European 

Commission (EC) oould 
completely eliminate 
European target 
shooters from further 
Olympic events The EC 
wants to ban all cate •• 
gcries of guns including 
military firearms and 
automatic weapons in all 
member countries And 
exponents of this sport 
say tliat the rules being 
drawn up will see 
ordinary target pistols 
and rapid-fire pistols 
forbidden. 

David Philips, a 
shooting coach from 
Sussex in the UK, says 
that the crackdown 
would outlaw most 
Olympic training 
pistols 

T IIK dispute which 
threatened the future 
of golfs Ryder Cup 
appeal s to have been 
settled Uusagreements, 
mainly over choice of 
venue for the bi-annual 
USA vs Europe match, 
might have led to the 
European squad losing 
top professionals such 
as Nick Faldo. Ian 
Woosiiam and Seve 
Ballesteros However, 
the power battle between 
the PGA European Tour 
and the Fi’ofessional 
Golfers’ Association has 
ended with an 
agreement under which 
the Tour retains the 
television rights and the 
PGA Ltd , gets first 
claim on administrative 
expenses In the absence 
ol an unanimous 
decision on Ryder Cup 
venues in Europe, "the 

The new law proposed 
by the EC will result In 
the European 
shooters missing out 
on the Olympics, it 
looks like the 
proposers have got 
their sights crossed 


SPORTING 



Tour and the PGA Ltd 
will have the final choice 
in alternative years, 
after the 1993 match ” 

J LUCRATIVE 
Jm sponsoiship, which 
could roach £ 365,000 
should England win the 
Ashes against Australia 
and benefit cricket as 
well as all British sport 
at thegrassroot level, 
was announced by Eagle 
Star, the insurance 
company 

The prize money will 


be di vided three ways 
between the touring 
English team, the TCCB 
and the Central Council 
of Physical Recreation 
Undei the sponsorship. 
Eagle Star would pay £ 

150,000should England 
win the Ashes, with 
another £40,000 going 
to England’s player of 
the series Three 
additional sums of£ 

50.000 are on offer 
should any English 
batsman, bowler or 


fielder surpass previous 
post- war records in a 
rubber with Australia 
The company will 
make reduced 
contributions totalling £ 
100,000 to the three 
beneficiaries from the 
sponsorship should 
England fail to \yin the 
Ashes 

T he ispa 

(International 
Squash Players’ 
Association) is 
struggling to extricate 
itself from a confused 
and potentially 
expensive schism with 
Pakistan Former world 
champion Jahangir 
Khan, arrived in 
London, commissioned 
by figures up to 
government level in 
Karachi, to lay an 
official complaint 
against Chris Dittmar, 
the Australian president 
of the ISPA, for 
maligning Pakistan. 

The Pakistanis are 
furious over the 
comments made by 
Dittmar in an interview 
published in the Dawn 
where he has described 
Jansher Khan, the 
world champion, as a 





The Jahangir 
Khan-Chris Dittmar 
rivalry has spilt over 
outside the squash 
courts. 

“nigfhtmare” 
representative of the 
g^ame and Pakistan as an 
“unhygenic" country 
where he always became 
“as sick as a dog." 

When contacted, 
Dittmar said that, 
although he would not 
retract the comments, 
they were personal and 
written in a misleading 
way. 

r 'HEBritjsh Olympic 
AssfxjJation will 
decide at a special 
meeting in London on 
Decemhei' 19. whether 
Britain should mount an 
effort to stage the 
Olympics in 2900. 

If delegates decide 
that there should be a 
bid. they will set the 
tuning and conditions, 
although they would 
wait until next year to 
choose the ci ty in 
which they would want 
the Games to take place. 

S IX senior 

international umpires 
and hockey experts led 
by Gian Singh, A.S. 

Bawa and Jasdev Singh 
have condemned the 
arbitrary and unfair 
decision taken by the 
organisers of the Sanjay 
Gandhi Hockey 
Tournament in 
declaring Punjab and 
Sind Bank as winners of 
the abandoned final. 

The match had to be 
called off when a fight 
broke out between the 
players and supporters' 
ofNamdhariXI and the 
Punjab and Sind Bank. 

At a technical 
committee meeting held 
later it was decided that 
the P&S Bank were the 
winners. The committee 
reviewed its decision a 
week later and made the 
following decisions after 



taking a look at the 
video recording of the 
match, a) To send a 
warning to the Punjab 
and Sind Bank 
regarding their 
involvement in the fight 
during the final. b)No 
restrictioxu to be 
imposed on the 
Namdhari team. 

But the result 
remained unchanged. 

The veteran hookey 
experts have expressed 


their surprise because 
both the teams were at 
fault and since the 
match was goal-less 
when it was abandoned, 
how could the P&S Bank 
team be declared the 
winners? According to 
Qian Singh, “No team 
can be penalised and 
none-of the teams 
deserve to be declared 
winners. The decision of 
the committee is 
unilateral and needs to 


be reversed.” 

The patron of 
Namdhari XI said that 
he had sent a letter to 
the IHF to probe into the 
matter. However, the 
IHF claim that they have 
no knowledge of any 
letter from him but they 
have assured that if this 
matter is officially 
brought to their 
attention, they will 
make sure that justice is 
done. # 









3AM£S MAV^lTH iMVEKilEP TWE 6AME OF 
gASVCEteAUU \U \891. VET WHCH VV^\SMVm 
AR.B.WEC> ATTWE 19360UVA\P<66 eeRUN. 
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ALL IN THE GAME 
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Cricket and... 


Names, names, names 

T his week It’s all about names You must 
have hoard some long names And also 
some difficult to pronounce The finest 
entry though, that adorned the score sheet 
after a cricket match came from where 
else*?—but India 

During d match between Andhra Pradesh 
and Kerala a batsman had been caught at 
short-leg trying to pull a ball from outside the 
off stump The scorecard road 
Chamundeswaranagh c Balasubramaniam b 
Anantapadamanabhan 
None of these names ai'e, howevei, close to 
being the longest name in cricket To bestow 
that honour we have to go to Fiji and th«*ii fine 
post-war batsman I L 

Talebulamainnlikenamainavaleiuvcuvatabula- 

mamakulalakeba 

This IS the usual spelling so please don t 
confuse youl-self 


No war? 


Play rug-by 


S OME 'hot’ news 
from the Gulf A 
rugby match of 
great interest took 
place between the ‘A’ 
Squadron of the 


Queen’s Dragoon 
Guards and the 9th 
Communications 
Battalion of the 
Expeditionary Force 
In case you’re 


wondering where 
exactly these teams 
are from, any 
military analyst will 
tell you that it was a 
Great Britain vs USA 
match 

The kick off took 
place at Al-jubayl at 
around 7 am when 
the temperature was 
a cool 90'F They 
played for 25 minutes 


and the match wa.s 
conducted without 
goalposts—therefore 
no goal kicking a 
unique innovation for 
on-the-post rugby 
The A ^uadron ran 
in three tries winning 
12-0 

They came to fight 
a war and now they’re 
playing rugby 



Mfilily 
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Sex and sports 


Finally go together 

D oes sex affect sporting performance*? 
Susan Butt from the University of British 
Colombia has this to say she is all for it, 
provided that athletes do not get over 
enthusiastic 

“Depending on an athlete’s personality and 
physical make-up, sexual activity within 
reason might even enhance his or her 
performance," she said. But she goes on to add 
"Sore and even pulled muscles after sexual 
activity are common ” 

Many people refer to sexual activity as a 
’workout’ and sweating, breathlessness, 
unflexiing and repetition are all part of the 
game (er, process). 
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CALCUTTA 


Lutw^Oege ctidiet 


A FINK allround perfornuince 
by Bengal Ranji Trophy 
prosptx-t Saikat Mukherjee was 
not enough for Netaji Nagar Day 
College to topple Umesh Chandra 
m the final of the Inter-college 
knockout cricket final at the 
Calcutta University ground. 

Mukherjee, who followed up his 
three for 21 with a fine 65, could 
not prevent Netaji Nagar falling 
short of Umesh Chandra’s 178 by 
47 runs 

Umesh Chandra’s total was built 
around Subhasis Das (31), Tarun 
Ghosh and Prabir Mukherjee, who 
made 29 each 

Prabir Mukherjee would have 
run Saikat close if there was a 
man of the match trophy, as 
Netaji Nagar could not quite 
fathom Prabir’s bowling and he 
finished with three wickets for 20 
runs to clinch the issue for Umesh 
Chandra 

Brief scores Umesh Chandra 
178 (Subhasis Das 31, Saikat 
Mukherjee 3/21) Netaji Nagar 
131 (Saikat Mukherjee 65, Prabir 
Mukherjee 3^20), Umesh Chandra 
won by 47 runs 

SoumitraBoM 


JAMSHEDPUR 


National bitn^Zime 
Basketball 


O RGANISED by the Bihar State 
Basketball Association, the 
four-day long 16th National 
Inter-Zone Basketball 
Championship at the United 
Club’s mini-stadium here saw 
Tamil Nadu emerging as the new 
zonal champions 
Played on a taraflex surface 
provided by the Sports Authority 
of India (S AI), the matches 
reached interesting heights, 
particularly the finals when Tamil 
Nadu toiled hard to beat 8-time 
champions, Bihar, who were 


GROUNDUP 













Sunil Panda of Bihar leads the 
marchpast before the Inter-zone 
basketball championships 

leading in the initial stages. 

As was expected, India’s tallest 
eager, Sunil Panda, who donned 
the colours of Bihar, did most of 
the scoring. That, however, 
ultimately proved to be of no avail 
Other participating teams were 
from Delhi, Maharashtra, Andhra 
Pradesh and West Bengal. Last 
year’s champions, Rajasthan, and 
Punjab could not come due to the 
on-going disturbances in those 
States. 

Anjan Chattsrjee 


KANPUR 




fliHE Wills Kanpur Open Golf 
Jl Cheunpionship culr^ated in a 
nailbiting finish at the Defence 
Services Golf Club, Kanpur. In a 
championship which was wide 
open till the very last, Basad All 
stole the show with a 
oome-from-behind victory. Plac»d 
5th at the end of the third round, 
Basad played 1 under par (69), 
thereby grossing 282 to win the 
championship. 

Rohtas Singh, placed second 


after the third round, played 4 
over par (74) to gross 283 and 
maintain his slot All Sher, who 
was leading at the end of the third 
round, disappointed the packed 
crowd by grossing 8 over par (78) 
With a cumulative score of 284, he 
shared the third position with 
Hyder Khan who played on par 
Interestingly, then top players, 

Basad All receives the Wills Golf 
trophy from Maj. Gen. H.B. Kala 


















Basad, Rohtas and Ah Sher, all 
landed into the sand trap in the 
last hole of the tournament 
Rohtas however recovered 
beautifully and saved his par 

All Sher whose drive landed out 
of bounds in the 9th hole never 
recovered thereafter, thereby 
concedmgf a strong lead of three 
strokes 

Jyoti Randhawa played 
beautifully yet again to win the 
amateur title by a large margin 
With a gross of 292, he was way 
alfead of Vikas who had a best nett 
score of 286 followed by Vikas 
r Mishra, who had a nett score of 
295 

The cash prizes, contributed by 
PTC Ltd , amounting to Rs 85,000 
were given away by Maj Glen 
HB Kala 

Kailash Agarwai 


RANCHI 


PubUe Sector 
VoUqiball 




B hilai steel plant won the 
All India Public Sector 
volleyball tournament here 
recently In the final, they 
defeated Neyveh Lignite 
Corporation, 15-6,15 13, 15 7 




The Bhilai Steel plant team were 
the winners of the All-India 
Public Sector volleyball 
tournament 

The final was an evenly 
contested one but Bhilai Steel 
Plant, with a blend of youth and 
experience, won the match in 
straight sets 3-0 
Earlier, in the first seim-final, 
Bhilai Steel Plant, Bilaspur, 15-9, 
15-1,15-8 while in the other 
semi-final, National Lignite 
Corporation, Neyveh beat LIC, 
Bombay 15-8, 15-4, 15-2 

Anil Kumar Sbigh 


February 1991 It w.is d Isf j 
decided that a technu al i fjiiunittee 
would be formed undei tlie 
chairmanship of Mi Monite 
renowned coach from Bangaloi t 
The meeting was atti nded by 
representatives of the followme 
States Assam Bihai Jammu uid 
Kashmir Haryana, Punjab 
Chandigarh, Delhi, UP MP 
Bengal, Manipur Tripuia lariu] 
Nadu, Karnataka (jujaial 
Maharashtra and Andhia 
Pradesh 

Representatives of lh( Railway 
and Services Spor t Conti ol Boat ds 
were special invitees while 
Virendra Nanavati and Bali aj 


MADRAS 


Indiaii 11181111011 


T he latest sports organisation 
to be formed in the country is 
the Indian Triathlon Federation 
At its recent meeting in Bombay 
during the National Aquatic 
championships, office-bearei s 
were elected and it was decided to 
accept the request of the Tamil 
Nadu Triathlon Association to 
host the Sub-junior/Junior 
National Championships in 


Sharmaof the SFI wete piesent as 
observers 

The following office bearers 
were elected to the Indian 
Triathlon Fedeiation President 
N Ramachandran, 
Vice-Presidents M C Chaubyand 
Ramaknshna Hupta Set i eta i y 
Rakesh Gupta Tieasuici 
IDevender Solanki 

According to Mr 

Ramachandran. ti lathlon is vei y 
popular abroad especially m iht 
United States and is gaining 
popularity in India In Bombay. 
Delhi and Madras it has already 
gained a foothold and he was 








optimistic t)iat Call utta would 
follow suit 

Triathlon consists of scvi 
swiniinin^ (in some places it could 
also tx' river swimnnnp), cyclinpr 
andninniiif^ Foi example, 
sub-juniors had to swim 500 
metres (ye le six kilometres and 
run for a kilometre Juniors had 
to swim one kilometre, cycle for 
ten kilometres and run for two 
kilometres 

The Tamil Nadu Triathlon 
AssiK iation will conduct the first 
sub junior/junior State 
Championship in January 1991 
Mr Kamaehandran told 
Sporfswor/d that alxnit 100 
competdors would partic ipate 
This would lx; the lorei unner for 
the nationals 


Inter-Unit chess 


B harat retrolkum a' won 
tile Petroleum Sports Control 
Board second inter-unit chess 
tournament, organised by Madras 
Refineries Eimited in the city in 
November They eolleeled 14 5 
points in five rounds 

In the fifth and final round, 
Bharat Petroleum A’ was held to a 
draw by Oil India which finished 
second with 12 5 points Last 
year’s winner ONGC A’ were 
placed third with 12 points 
Spearheaded by National ‘B’ 
player G Snkkanth, Bharat 
Petroleum were ahead from the 
beginning and did not falter 
thereafter 

The four-day meet attrac'ted 75 
players from 15 units of the 
Petroleum Sports Control Board 
The first inter-unit chess 
tournament was conducted by IOC 
at Bangalore last ycai‘ 

Former Indian cricket captain 
K Snkkanth inagurated the 
meet 

The PSCB was formed in 1979 
and besides giving employment to 
deserving sportsmen, also 
organises annual inter-unit 
tournaments in disciplines like 
athletics, bridge, badminton, 
cricket, fcx>tball, golf, hockey, 
table tennis, tennis, volleyball, 
basketball and chess 

Partab Ramchand 
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ODYBUILDING GDNTEST 


Raymond D’Souza won the 1990 Mr. World Natural Body Building title 
at Neobeoka, Japan. He won the Tali Class title defeating 30 
competitors. 


Sub-Juniw GM’s 
cricket 


A ll Rounder Monali Tole helped 
Vidharbha to post an easy 
victory over Manipur m the finals 
of the 7th National Sub Junior 
Women’s Cricket Championship 
held at I^al Bahadur Stadium 
Manipur after being sent into 
bat started steadily and 
confidently But when they had 
scored 34 runs for one wicket 
Monah Tole struck for Vidharbha 
capturing two quick wickets The 
Manipuri batswomen were unable 
to tackle the rival bowlers and 
they lost 5 wickets adding just 6 
runs to the total score They were 
finally bowled out for a mere 67 


runs in 35 5 overs Umpati Devi 
fought a lone battle remaining 
unbeaten, with 15 valuable runs 
P’or Vidharbha, Neelima took five 
wickets for 28 and Monali three 
wickets for 35 
Chasing a small total, 
Vidharbha lost both their openers 
with the total reading just 14 
Things did not improve as they 
slumped to 29 for 4 But Monah 
(15 not out) once again came to the 
rescue, adding 39 runs for the 
fifth wicket with Rupali (14 ) For 
Manipur,Wangol took three 
wickets for 27 runs 
Toliloma Devi (Manipur) was 
adjudged as the best bats woman 
while Neelima (Vidharbha) was 
declared best bowler The best all 
rounder was Monali (Vidharbha) 
Thankappan, Vice-President, 
State Sports Council distributed 
the prizes. 

SajMV Kumar, T.K. 
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QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 


1. Which Indian Test cricketer was 
nicknamed ‘Rookie'? 

2. A boating accident in the West 
Indies led to an English Test 
cricketer having three toes 
amputated, but he went on to play 
for another 12 years. Name the 
cricketer. 

3. An English cricketer was bom in 
Kanpur in 1948. An ail rounder, 
he made 19 Test appearances. 
Who? 


4. 


Who was the Surrey opening 
partner of Jack Hoobs? 


ANSWERS 


1. Farokh Engineer. 

2. FredTitmus. 

3. BobWoolmer. 

4. Andrew Sandham. 

CHE^ 

Back in 1883 there was a great 
tournament in London. The 
winner was Johann Zukertort, a 
career soldier from Prussia, there 
by earned the moral right to a 
► world championship match with 
William Steinitz, which he lost 
however. 

One of Zukertort’s wins in 
London was instantly declared the 
best serious game played to date. 
Any modern master would have 
been proud of this production. 
Earlier brilliancies are flawed by 
very poor defence by the losers. 
The loser here, Blackburne made a 
couple of errors of course but on 
the whole he played quite well. 

White: Zukertort Vs Black- 
Blackburne English Opening 
London 1883. 

1 g4 b 6 2 a3 Nf8 3 3NI3 b6 4 BeZ Bb7 5 0-0 
d6 6 d4 Bd6. A rather quaint 
opening. Nowadays white would 
not lock his bishop in with 2 e3 
and black would prefer 6—Be7 
when the piece is less exposed. 

7 Ne3 0-0 8 b3 Ilbd7 8 BUZ Q«710 Nb6 Ne4 
11 MxdO edO 12 NdZ Nd7-i61313 NxdZ 14 
QzdZ d0415 Bze4 d618 Bd3 8fe817 BmI 
107. 

White has a clear advantage 


with the two bishops and the plan 
of a general pawn advance on the 
kingside. 

18 e4 ReeS 19 05 Ne8 20 74 gOI? Never 
make pawn moves where you are 
weaker. Every Russiam schoolboy 
knows this of course, but Steinitz 
proved this dictum a decade later. 

21 Re315? 22 efB NxlB. 22~Qxf6 
might give black saving chances 
and a long defensive struggle in 
prospect. Instead he takes the 
practical decision of looking for 
counterplay. 

23151 Ne4 Bxe4 de4 25 tgfi ReZt 26 
gh7+Kll8.26—Kxh7 27 Rh3+or 
26—Clxh7 Rg3+ lead to quick 
wins. 

27 d 5 + 06 . (see Diagram) The 
position both are playing for. 
White can now exploit the 
overloaded queen. 

28 QMI! R08-c5t Blackburne had 
seen the queen offer and prepared 
this defence. Obviously 28—Qxb4 
29 Be5-f- Lxh7 30 Rh3-(- Kg6 31 
Rf6+ Kg5 32 Rq3 + Kh5 33 

Rf5 -l-Kh634Bf4+mates This is a 
variation no one would bother to 
calculate. Also 28—Rc2-c5 is met 
by 29 Rf7! with inevitable victory. 

29 R18+II Rh7. Again 29—Qf8 30 
Be5+Kh7 31 Qe4 and the queen, 
rock and bishop weave a mating 
net. 

30 QX84+KB731 BxeS-l-l Kxf8 32 B47-hl 

(1-0). Black gets mated or loses 
the qpieen or both. 

Devangshu Oirtti 



BRIDGE 

If defenders could see their 
combined assets, declarer would 
have lost all his advantage during 
the play. Witness this hand from 


the Mixed Pairs in the last world 
championships at Geneva 


OMiar Ead 


N-Svul 


NORTH (dummy) 
« K Q 6 4 3 
5 3 
A K Q 
♦ 76 5 


♦ 

♦ 


WEST 


J 10 8 2 


K 10 6 2 


7 S 4 


8 4 

♦ 


SOUTH 

* 7 

AUJ94 


EAST 

A95 
fl 7 

J 10 9 
A J 10 9 2 


8 6 12 
♦ KOI 


SOUTH WEST 

1 PliS. 

2 Pabs 

3Nr All Pa^b 


NORTH 

!♦ 


EAST 

P tsb 

PtlbS 

Ohio 


This was the auction at my 
table, and I gues.s at most others, 
the throe-club bid being 
fourth-suit, a forcing cipher 
showing a game-going hand 
which is uncertain either about 
the level at which to play or the 
strain in which to play This 
enabled East to indicate a club lead 
but the defensive problems were 
far from over West dutifully led 
the club eight and East ducked it 
to declarer's queen The declarers 
who went down crossed over to 
diamonds and tried the heart 
finesse West won and the defence 
cleared clubs When the hearts 
failed to break, declarer had to 
concede one down 
The declarers who made their 
contract, and there wei-e many of 
them, played on the defenders’ 
Ignorance about their combined 
assets At trick two they 
non-chalantly led a spade from 
hand and all those Easts ducked 
in order to retain the entry to the 
clubs With the ninth trick in the 
bag. the declarers went after the 
hearts to .set up the eighth trick 
for the contract A careful 
analysis would have helped East 
As South had shown nine cards in 
the reds, he could have 1-3 or 2-2 
in the blacks So. East should have 
won the spade ace right away and 
tried the club ace. When South 
follows low, he could be placed 
with three clubs and a singleton 
spade and it would be simple to 
switch to spades to set up winners 
for West. 

SanlanuChoM 


67 





S UGAR RAY 

LEONARD was 
in serious 
trouble when b.- 
l eturned to his corner 
after the fourth round ( ,! 
his super-middleweigh; 
championship fight last 
December Roberto 
Duran’s heftd had 
slammed into Ray's chin 
and opened a deep gash 
inside his mouth. 
Fortunately for 
Leonard, one of the best, 
‘cutmen’ in the business, 
Eddie Aliano, was 
waiting in the corner. 

Or not waiting Even 
before the fighter 
reached his stool, Aliano 
was in the ring, his 
cotton swab dripping 
with a saltwater .solution 
to cleanse the wound. 
Aliano nimbly pulled out 
Leonard’s mouthpiece 
(which his teeth had 
pierced), swabbed the 
cut, then inserted an 
absorbent gelatin 
surgical sponge and 
applied pre.saure to 
stanch the bleeding. He 
dried the area with some 
of the paper towels he 
keeps tucked under his 
watchband, then dipped 

Eddie Allano's hand 
smears protective 
vaseiine over Leonard’s 
face 









. \ 


another swab in a plastic 
bottle of adrenaline 
solution and applied it to 
the cut. 

The warning buzzer 
for round five chased 
Aliano out of the ring 
His 50-sccond 
emergency treatment 


had slowed the bleeding, 
and Leonard went on to 
win the fight 
convincingly. 
Afterwards, a doctor 
closed the cut It 

Vito Antuofermo 
manages a draw despite 
a wicked cut 


required 30 stitches 
Says Aliano, in a voice 
that sounds like an 
abrasion, “The mouth 
cut was tricky, but the 
cut Ray got over his eye 
in the 1 Ith round was 
more serious, and 1 
couldn’t really stop that 



"I knew from 
experience that 
Duran was a 
rough fighter. He 
comes straight 
in and uses 
everything, 
including his 
head. Anything 
can happen in 
close, so I knew I 
had to have the 
best cutman 
available"—Sug¬ 
ar Ray Leonard 


one completely Thank 
God, it was only a 
12-rouiid fight. ” 

Says Leonard' "I knew 
from experience that 
Duran was a rough 
fighter. He comes 
straight in and uses 
everything, including 
his head Anything can 
happen in close, so I 
knew I had to have the 
best cutman ava liable “ 

E VKHY fighter 
knows what 
Leonard knows That a 
good cutman is 
indispensable in a major 
fight A boxer can be 
well ahead with the 
judges only to lose a 
championship on a 
technical knockout if 
the referee stops the 
fight beeau.se of a cut 
that can't be arrested In 
the old days, taking care 
of cuts was pai’t of the 
trainer’s job. along with 
c-onditioinng a fighter 
and developing a fight 
strategy. Nowadays, 
cutmen like Aliano are 
specialists, freelance 
doct ors-without-a- 
license, and 











insurance policies as 
well 

Ahano, 71, who lives, 
near Atlantic City 
works more than HOO 
fights a year 1 le leai nod 
his craft in the gv ms 
and fight eluhs of Siiuth 
Philadelphia where he 
appreiitued 50 years 
ago ‘In t hose days ' he 
malls, you had to 
leal n everything about 
training Handling cuts 
was just part of it ’ The 
craft has always been 
passed from mastei to 
apprentice in a clo.sed. 


mysterious initiation 
rite 

Although Ahano 
performs the overall 
duties of a fight trainer 
m preliminary and 
minor fights it is 
strictly as a cutman that 
his services are sought 
for big money fights 
"Not many guys were 
that interested in 
learning how to handle 
cuts," he says 'Maybe 
they overlooked how 
important it was 1 took 
right to it The medicine 
part interested me a lot ’’ 


Eveiyone in the fight 
game knows the names 
and lore of the great 
I cutmen Oldtimers 
fondly lemember Frank 
“Dfx Bagley whod 
stick a wad of chewing 
tobacco over a cut to stop 
t he flow of blood In the 
days before state boxing 
commissions, cutmen 
sometimes used more 
dangerous concoctions 
to keep a boxer in the 
ring when he probably 
belonged in a hospital 
One staple was Monsel s 
solution, a metallic 



compound that 
permanently blinded 
some fighters Monsel’s 
also left a residue that 
built up and had to be 
scraped off, leaving 
retired fighters with 
massive, discolored scar 
tissue “There wasn’t 
much supervision m 
boxing then," explains 
Larry Hazzard, the New 
Jersey State Boxing 
Commissioner “Cutmen 
used concoctions we 
would never permit 
today ” 

If ring medicine has 
changed since then, 
boxing really hasn’t, so 
cutmen must deal with 
three basic problems 
facial cuts, particularly 
above the eyes, 
nosebleeds, and the 
swelling that can close a 
fighter’s eye and impair 
vision 

Swelling IS the 
simplest problem 
because the treatment is 
standard The 
application of 
something cold 
teonstnets the blood 
vessels and slows the 
swelling Ice cubes in a 
towel gave way over the 
years to a rubber ice bag 
For specific swelling, a 
metal bar that sits in ice 
water during the round 
IS applied directly to the 
trouble spot (In the old 
days, a cold silver dollar 
served the same 
purpose ) 

Nosebleeds rarely 
cause a fight to be 
stopped, but they can 
make breathing 
difficult Since the nose 
IS very hard to defend, 
opponents keep 
shooting for a bleeding 
nose with jabs If 
damaged cartilage 
irritates a blood vessel, 
the nose can bleed the 
entire fight Treatment 
is standard The blood is 
quickly cleaned out with 
one end of a baton swab, 






the medication—usually 
a solution of 
epinephrine in sterile 
water, such as 
Adrenalin Chloride. 
Parke-Davis’s brand, 
more commonly used for 
treating sinus and lung 
congestion—is applied 
with the other end of the 
swab. Pressure is 
maintained until the 
ring must be cleared. 

The eyes may be the 
windows of the soul; 
they are a cutman’s 
nightmare because 
lacerations on and 
under the brow are 
usually the reason 
fights are stopped. “Just 
feel around your own 
eye sockets and you get 
a sense of how sharp the 
bones are,” Aliano 
explains. “Anyone who 
gets a good blow around 
the eyes, they’ll cut, 


Everyone in the, 
fight game 
knows the 
names and lore 
of the grat 
cutmen. 

Oldtimers fondly 
remember Frank 
'Doc' Bagley, 
who'd stick a 
wad of his 
chewing tobaco 
over a cut to stop 
the flow of blood 


believe me. If the 
bleeding’s not stopped 
fast, it can cost a fighter 
his title and millions of 
dollars ” 

The most challenging 
injury for any cutman to 
handle is a cut on the 
eyelid itself. It’s hard to 
find a place where 
pressure will limit blood 
flow, and there’s the 
matter of working in an 



area so close to the eye. 
“What I try to do,” says 
Aliano, "is stretch the 
skin above the lid and 
press at both corners, 
But it’s a tough one. 
Sometimes I’ll use 
Thrombin on it because 
it works really good on 
cuts in delicate areas 
that aren’t too deep." 

Thrombin is similar to 
Avitene, but comes in 
liquid form. It mixes 
with the blood as soon as 
it reaches the surface 
and is capable of clotting 
an equal volume of blood 
in less than a second 

Before all fights in 
New Jersey (and most 
other well-supervised 
boxing states), the 
boxing commission 
issues a list of allowable 
medications. All others 
are forbidden. Jaws must 
be labeled and a corner 


official watches the 
cutmen ais they work 
over their fighters 
Nevertheless, because 
there’s a history of 
chicanery in the fight 
game, commissioners 
will occasionally 
confiscate and test a 
cutman’s medical kit, as 
they did Aliano s after 
Leonard-Duran. It was 
found to be legal and 
accurately lalielled 

"Good, experienced 
cutmen like Aliano don’t 
worry me.” says 
commissioner Hazzard. 
“I know he’ll stay within 
the prescribed 
procedures and, more 
important, do the right 
thing for his fighter.” 

Aliano concurs. “I'm 
strictly legal It ain’t 
only because of the 
commission, 1 cai-e alxiut 
the fighters, especially if 
it’s a kid that stai-ted 
with me. I wouldn’t want 
to do nothing that could 
hurt him.” 

A master cutman. like 
a skillful physician, can 
make a tidy living. 
Naturally, his biggest 
payddays come when a 
champion requests his 
services for a title fight 
True to the tradition of 
secrecy in his 
profession, Aliano won’t 
say what I^eonard paid 
him for the Duran fight. 
"The IRS knows what 
I’m making,” he says, 
“but I wouldn’t want the 
world to know.” Most 
knowledgeable 
observers estimate his 
fee for that fight at 
around $50,000. Not 
bad for about an hour’s 
work, but Leonard 
thinks he got a bargain 
“Who knows?” he says 
“If I didn’t have a great 
cutman in my corner 
with great stuff, I might 
not be the champ today. 
Having him there is the 
best medical insurance 
you can buy.”# 
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TREVOR GRANT reports on a clash of former captains Down Under 


BOBBY SIMPSON, the man who has 
gfiven worldwide credibility to the 
relatively new idea of having well-paid 
coaches travelling every step of the way 
with Test teams, no doubt spluttered into 
his muesli the other morning when he 
picked up his copy of the Melbourne Age 
and read Ian Chappell’s declaration that 
the most appropriate use for a coach in 
senior cricket was to transport the teams 
between venues. 

Micky Stewart, Simpson’s English 
counterpart, probably did the same when 
his paper reached the remoter parts of 
Western Australia, where the England 
team were working on their suntans and 
getting their landlegs in preparation for 
the Ashes series. 

Such has been the rise of the coach in 
cricket that between them this summea:^' ’ 
these two will be lavishly portrayed as ’ * 
the men who make it happen; the 
navigators, the seers, the wet nurses and 


SIMPSON no 
doubt spluttered 
into his muesli 
when he read Ian 
Chappell's 
declaration that 
the most 
appropriate use 
for a coach in 
senior cricket 
was to transport 
the teams 
between venues 


the disciplinarians; the brains behind the 
brawn that carries the load on the field. 

Of course, that is a vast overestimation 
of the job, 'and both Simpson and Stewart 
wotUd readily issue disclaimers. But, all 
the same, the Press exaggeration of their 
roles has done them no harm at all. 
Simpson, although he has his detractors 
within the Australian Cricket Board, has 
recently been re-signed on a healthy 
retainer, euid Stewart continues to thrive 
as England haul themselves back to the 
brink of respectabilify. 

Simpson was in Melbourne as one of 
the guests of honour at a recent function 
to pay homage to 15 Ashes legends, as 
' sedeoted by Keith Stackpole and others 
for a Sunday newspaper, when 
fiellow-legend Chappell launched his 
assault oh the oo^hing fraternity. As 
th^ posed for the cameras, and shared a 
hew, Chappell was heard to say: ‘He 
won’t be smiling that much when he 
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reads tomorrow's paper ’ 

Publicly they are happy to indulge in 
the social niceties these days, but 
privately the relationship between two of 
Australia’s greatest cricketers remains 
as frosty as ever It goes back many, 
many years and resuihed its nadir in the 
volatile World Senes Cricket days when 
Simpson led the conservative forces and 
Chappell the rebel troops Chappell, of 
course, would be most indignant if one 
dared suggest that his cnticism was a 
veiled personal attack on Simpson But 
the temptation to do so is difficult to 
resist 

Chappell maintains that he objects to 
all coaches at senior level, not just the 
{^Australian Test team supremo 
According to Chappellian wisdom, the 
coach belongs at the lower levels, honing 
the talents of teenagers so that when 
they arrive at firstclass level they come 
with a sound technique and a 
well-balanced mental approach Perhaps 
the most stinging part of Chappell’s 
criticism IS his assessment that coaches 
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coach belongs at 
the lower 
leveis...Perhaps 
the most stinging 
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Chappell’s 
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level are not just 
useless, but 
harmful 



at Test level are not Just useless, but 
harmful 

He says the way coaches impose their 
will over the team emasculates the role of 
the captain, which ex-Test skipper 
Chappell believes should be the most 
powerful force in any team It is well 
known that the Board’s main reason for 
appomtmg Simpson four years ago was 
to give the team some strong leadership 
at a time when Allan Border was publicly 
declaring that he didn't really want the 
captaincy that had been foisted on him 
immediately alter Kim Hughes's sudden, 
tearful exit at Brisbane in 1984 Chappell 
would argpie now that Border, who has 
smce come to terms with the downside of 
leadership and now enjoys it, does not 
need Simpson lookmg over his shoulder 
Chappell ran his dressing-room with 
autocratic benevolence, and cannot see 
why any other leader should bo diffei ent 

Simpson, who is seen as no less than a 
saviour of cricket in this country now 
that we have the Ashes and are already 
starting to talk about being the best in 
the world after next year’s West Indies 
tour, has plenty of supporters within his 
own team to offer as positive evidence of 
his worth 

The public praise and expressions of 
gratitude for his help from player like 
Geoff Marsh, Oean Jones and David Boon 
every time they make runs adds up to 
excellent reference material Bordei is 
less effusive in his praise, and there is 
the oft-quoted example of Craig 
McDermott to balance the glowing 
tributes In India in 1086, Simpson had 
McDermott, a mean, angry young quick 
who had vaulted to prominence with a 
stunning debut against West Indies and 
then a 30-vacket Ashes tour of England 
m 1085, bowhng medium-fast from 12 
paces Chappell was not on that tour, but 
all the same he felt qualified to say in his 
Age article that it was one of the major 
reasons for McDermott’s decline 

To be honest, that example is one of 
those over-simphfications that are so 
common in certain sections of the media 
A convenient Ime to prop up a theory, the 
sort of tnck that moved Chappell to many 
an adjectival outburst at the cricket Press 
when he was captain 

The issue of a coach’s real worth is now 
certain to bo followed with great interest 
this summer, given that, as usual, 
Chappell’s thoughts attracted a swag of 
publicity here 

Travor Gkant Is Ihs chief cricket writer for Melbourne s 
Scmday Hmdd newspaper 
WlwMn CitckM Monthly 





DONT 
SWEAT IT! 



I T was the match you 
were waiting for. For 
weeks together you 
had sweated it out on 
the field and in the gym. 
You had thought of 
strategies and counter 
strategies. You had 
worked yourself into the 
zone of no return. 

You step onto the field 
aa D-Day, your senses 
alert amd your adrenalin 
flowing. You’ve decided 
to give it all you've grot, 
and 

suddenly.. .Suddenly, 
Just half am hour into 
the game, you’re 
overpowered by fatigue, 
the type you’ve never 
experienced before. 

Your limbs feel heavy, 
your mouth is dry and 
you can barely move. An 
ovemhelming sense of 


deepadr sets in, for 
you’ve bungled up the 
chance of your lifetime. 
Well, what you’ve 
experienced are the 
symptoms of 
dehydration and heat 
exhaustion. 

Exercising or running 
in a hot environment 
like ours can taJce it’s 
toil on an unsuspecting 
runner. The process of 
running/exercising 
bxirns calories and 
grenerates heat. 

Sweating is a 
mechanism developed by 
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oujr body to kaep itMf 
oo(d. Hence higher the 
tempraatureand 
huinidi^. the tuontL 
body sweats. And 
sweating, apart from 
cooling, also causes 
dehydration, hmioe the 
fhtigueandfallin 
performance 
The water lost 
through sweating has to 
be neutralised by fluid 
intake, otherwise the 
system will be 
susceptible to 
overbMting. The loss of 
Just 1 to 2 percent of 
yourbody 
weight—which oan 
happen in a 46 minute 
workout—will result m 
your ezperienolng heat 
eichaustioa. Asaresuit j 
of which your pace will 
alow and running will 
fM dUllcult and weary. 
ttyuu lost 2 to 4 pffroent 


th^ performance takes 
anose dive and you will 
Siperienoe heat cramps 
and eectreme eihaustioQ. 
Jbeome cases 
dcdiydratlon through 
(famiting may lead to a 
potmtia% Altai atrok^ 

, All this oanlidwever 
beavoidedjto fbildsdng 
aamart hy«i&eitoQplan. 


For starters DRINK 
PLfiNTVOPWATISR 
throughout the day and 
repleidsh that with 
Juices and other low 
calorie drinks like iced 
tea. 

Experts recommend 
that for maintaining the 
ideal fluid balance 
within the body an 
average person should 
drink six-eight glasses 
of water or fluid during 
the day. Youll need to 
drink additional fluids 
to offiset sweat loss 
during a workout. Even 
without working out it’s 
good to put in extra 
fluids when it's hot and 
humid. 

To determine the 
amount of additional 
fltiidyounaed,to 
maintain the Utoal fluid 
balance, weigh yourself 
beftae and after your 
next workout. Every 
pound lost rqjiresmits 
aiyroxiniately l pint of 
water sweated out The 
itM hydration plan 
would be to put in 4 to 8 
ouncesaf fluid evmy 16 
to 20 minutes while 
worldlig out/hmning. 

Tim bottom line. ' 
therefbire.isstsy 
cooi...andstayt^vei 












Javtd NHandad arguM 
with a PakiatanI umplia 
during tharacant 
Paklatan-Naw Zaaiand 
aarlaa and than followa It 
up by a aign towarda tha 
Khndraaalng room. A 
gantloman'a game, ah? 
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EW BLOOD, 
new balls and 


I new umpires 
are 


^ exercising' 

I the minds of 
the Test & Coupty 
Cricket Board, with 
all three issues likely 
to affect the 
immediate future of 
English cricket. 
Durham’s application 


to become the first 
new first class county 
since Glamorgan in 
1921 is a worthy one. 
as is the Board’s 
decision to retain the 
‘new’ 

nine-strand-seam ball 
for 1991. 

Less certain is the 
result of the January 
ICC meeting in 
Australia to decide on 
an international panel 
of umpires. 
Underatandably, 
English umpires are 
disturbed at the 
thought of 
‘foreigners’ standing 
in England next 
summer, and they are 
unhappy that the 
TOCB refuses to 
annoimoe its Test 
panel—rumoured to 


comprise eight 
names—until after 
the ICC meeting 

But their fears may 
be unfounded, 
because the proposed 
international panel 
has run into two 
mi^or snags, apart 
from the £400,000 
needed annually to 
fund the scheme. 
Australia is against 
the idea for at least 
two reasons. They 
argue that their 
ui^ifes would find it 
difficult to absent 
themselves from 
regular employment 
for long periods and, 
anyway, the ABC does 
not want to lose their 
top umpires during a 
domesuc season. 

On a wider basis. 





the fixing of fees to 
the international 
Solomons calls for a 
similar quality 
judgement from ICC. 


lest umpires are 
(urrenUy paid at a 
level which relates to 
cl high percentage of 
1 he fees paid to that 
< ountry’s playera. 
Hlnglish umpires 
vould not t^e a c^p 
' rom their existing 
11625 per match, but 
>uoh payment to 
unpires from the 
)Ub-continent would 
«in excess of fees 
laid to their players. 
iTet why should 
^pir^ flom, say, 
England and fodia 
3tand in Pakistan for 
lifferent amounts? 

Thankfully, with or 


I' ■ W' 

IMlTM 


IN CRICKET 


without the panel 
which, if established, 
will operate 
mandatorily for the 
first time in England 
next summer, there 
will be a referee at 
each Test, and he will 
rule at the end of each 
day on all matters of 
in^soipline. 

That covers an 


incident like Javed 
Miandad’s brush with 
an umpire in the 
recent Faisalabad Test 
against New Zealand, 
but it does not cater 
for timewasting of the 
sort which disfigured 
the Trinidad Test in 
March. 

(DMMnWiiiESIorel 
ffVOMi vnoNR MOimir/ 














IS KING OF 
THE MILE ? 


T ime was when 
the world said 
that no one knew 
the art of middle 
distance running 
better than the 
Britons. In the last two 
decades or so, the 
British hold over middle 
distance had been 
complete. For every mile 
he ran the British 
athlete picked up a gold. 
But now the sun is 
setting on the British 
domination with 
runners ftom the dark 
continent flexing their 
muscles on the 
Olymprene tracks. 

Hie African onslaught 
on the middle distance 
running is such that 
today, runners from 
AIMm are vrinnlng most 
df the titles at 
international meets. 

With newer andfastesv- ' 


runners coming onto 
the tracks every season, 
an obvious question 
which pops up is: Who Is 
the best middle distance 
runner in the world? 

It is generally teheved 
that after the glamorous 
short sprint (100m), it is 
the 1500m event which 
generates the maoElmum 
excitement. No wonder, 
the ‘ipilers’ are regarded 


as the TCings Of The 
Track* who generate 
some of the most 
exciting moments of 
sporting excellence. 

Over the years, quite a 
few milers have emerged 
who can take a shot at 
the middle distance 
orown.*Moroccan 
Express' Said Aouita, 
Somalian Atxii Bile, 
out-of>shape Steve 


8(.^ba.st iii II (Joe is; in rot ironuMit; 
8to\'i,' ('’ram i.sout of form; 

Klliot IS alwa.ys c'ominy 
StH'oiid; Konyan ]\nor Hono 
is (;ouoc;'iit rat iny on ('r>noyv; 
Ai.>inta IS ayoino;-., si ) tiu' 

qiu^st i()n IS, VViu) rs ;.;'oniy or- 

tlio kiny c)f t iu' mat r'lo mi f.';' 


Cram, dependable Petm* 
Elliot, erratic Jans 
Herold or the ever 
expanding pack of 
Kenyans who are now 
dominating the event in 
a manner ^te similar 
to Britain’s in the 
: seventies and the early 
eighties. 

What is the fkctor that 
contributes to the 
. mystical pull of this four 
lap race? 

Sebastian Coe says, 
“The 1500m is the most 
technical of all athletic 
events. Not only one has 
to be physically tough, 
but also one should have 
the ability to adapt to the 
fast changing situations 
of the race**. In fact the 
1600m, incorporates the- 
Oharkoters of both a 
. sprint and an eoduranoe 
event. Peter EUipt '' 
a^psees udth Coe and 






Stave Cram Is surely 
out of form and in 
decline ' 


says, "The 800m is an 
extended sprint but in 
the 1500m you have to 
apply tactics”. 

But.^ far as technical 
, excellence goes, there is, 
no one ansrwhere near 
Seb^ian Coe, When hf 
wcm the 1500m at the 
, Lqs Aixgeles Olympics, 
he attained the tag of the 
greatest middle distance 
runner. Before him, no 
<^'had retained the 
.1500m title in the 
<Mympics. With t#b 
golds at Moscow and Los 
Angsles,^ world records 
’W intheSOpni; ipQQiji,, 

, ISOOslii&d the mito, he 
^ Wiis the best middle 
distanoe runner of the 


modern era. But his 
‘wut’ from the athletic 
arena to the politick 
battlefields has seen a lot 
of young pretenders 
aiming for the top slot. 

At one time, Steve 
Crain was thought of as 
the new mile hero. But 
not so any longer. Today 
„Cram’s timings are 
nowhere near the top ten 
world timing. With 
three disasterone seasons 
behind-h^. thO pree»' 
repbrts indicating that ; 
he is over the hill do not 
seem exaggerated now... 

Peter Elliot too.has 
been giyin^'dismal' 
ra^rhiano^ since the 
OdMmonwealth Games. 

. He lacks ti^e ^ohampidhs 
bharisma’i one of the * 
ma^rfboto^ 
pceventing'Mm from ^ 


reaching the top. If one 
took his early 
performances, the 
improvement in his 
timings made him a 
good candidate for the 
number one position. 
But not any longer, as 


Said Aouita is by far 
the best middle 
distance runner in the 
world. He holds the 
world records for the 
1500m, 2000m, 3000m 
and 5000m and also 
the two mile run. It is 
little wonder then that 
sports writers have 
called him the “Mike 
Tyson of Athletics” 


Sebastian Coe: hia 
retirement has left a 
void 


he too has wilted against 
the African onslaught. 

A string of second 
place finishes in the 
athletics calendar have 
done nothing to improve 
his status as an'also ran’ 
and he contimiea to 
draw a simllie with the 
archetypal celluloid. 
sidekick when in the 
company of world class 
runners. In fact he has 
never been the same 
since the day he took 
five painkilling 
ii^ections for a groin 
injury before the Seoul 
Ol^pics. Hia oonstwt 
sebond place finishes 
have labelled him the ' 
‘nearly ran’ man. 











I "'TheT9»kiinPet^,liQ|u^ 


' «ti{)erbedeaElli0t^id ”> 
because of hlB 1988' ' 

' Seai4<^ympiC80rown. < 

. Hiduiy feefl that'" 

' Bono is aoihtag'OQn 
than a pretraaer.' 

One lobb^ states that his 
' wtmiin^tinieinf 
Korea—3:3JJ.96 would 
, not temotely touOh 
Aouita’s, Bile’s or many 
others at their best. On 
the other hand his 
stronKOrhiul-Prn . 

' points make him a- 
favourite for the top 
epot. But is that really 
'enouiih? ' * 

' itehas ndt won any 
major tltlra since the 
Olympics to justify his 
rara. Now that he has 
announced that he will 
be concentrating more 
on college, the Kenyan 
can also be ruled out. 

That brin^ us to Abdi 
<Bi^, the world 
champion over the 
distance. The Somalian 
runner has had to lay off 
i^m active sport for two 
years how, all thanks to 
a stress fracture that 
struck him in the Seoul 
> OlympioB- His recent ' 
return to Grand Prix, 
t saw tha 31-<year-old 
ilbmalian record timings 
nudging 3:30 aod if his 
ourrOnt training 
schedules are to be . 
believed, he will be back 
I next season and would 

• give spectacular 
performance in Europe 
■ ^ and Tokyo in the World . 
Championships. 

Even though he has 
lost a couple of raoee,^ 

* BUestdlreopninaa.'. r"' 

' ^rt^fOhghhallengerfor 
the top spot. His 
' . performfufces spell 

class. His cmly drawback .> 
iaage ae l^e ie^hearing 
Idis'BBndbirthday; 

, .' That brings up, 

Morocc^Ehcpi^m,i3aid > 

S Aouiterwhdiabyfantha - 
hestmiddle distance 
hinner in the w<^. He 







^(jts thft Vrorld 
for 1600m, dObOm,' 
sdoojn and bopom $ad 
Map the two mile i^l 
Thisdnly recorp miasin?* 
from hxt kitty ui the " 
metriomile itui. 
2d-ye»r-old Moiobcw 
had won the Oljrmpic 
goldfor the 6000m at 
Los Angeles and alsb 
had managed to bag a 
bronze at Seoul in thd 
1500m. tie is no doubt 
the world’s most 
complete distance 
runner and his 
dominarition of the 
* 1500m event is ‘ 
sometimes frightehiiig. 

It is little wonder then 
that sports writers call 


“The 1500m is the 
most technical of all 
athletic events. Not 
only has one to be 
physically tough, but 
also one should have 
the ability to adapt to 
the fast changing 
situations in a 
race”—Sebastian Coe 


him the ‘Mike Tyson of 
Athletics’ He comments 
arrogantly. “1 have 
shown everyone that not 
only am t the best in 
Morocco but the best in * 
the world”. 

In fact, a hamstring 
injury and wrong advice 
by Moroccan doctors 
cost huncm Olympic 
gold at Seoul Heroes 
the day he believed his 
native medics But now 
the “Casablanca 
Cowboy” 18 out of the 
vicious 

injury-performance 
trap His showu^ in the 
1990 season hasn’t been 
as great as the earlier 
seasons, but Aouita feels 
' that hp will be back next' 
season, gunning for < 
gold. * i 
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S o this is it. 
firlsnds —my last 
bylined piece for 
Sportaworld ae a 
staffer. The magaai ne ’e 
orioket writer leaves on 
December 16 to launch a 
9 to 6 research into in¬ 
dustrial trends, to track 
to-be blue chips, special¬ 
ise in portfolio manage¬ 
ment and die a rich man. 

Like the drowning 
man who sees his life 
flash across him in an 
instant, this onoe-upon- 
artime orioket writer is 
no different. Here is bis 
nostalgic flashback- 
bowling to Viv Richards 
on the beach in Antigua 
in evening light; stand¬ 
ing in the Lahore Press 
Box in honour of Mohin- 
der Amarnath's Test- 
saving hundred in 1984- 
85; Imran bowling out 
half the Indian team on 
the Christmas afternoon 
of 1982 in what must 
rank as one of the most 
incredible spells of 
swing bowling of the 
modern era; Marshall 
shocking the bat out of 
SMO's hand at Kanpur, 
(unbelievable) 1983; 
SMO hooking Marshall 
for six in the next Test 
(even more unbeliev¬ 
able); Javed Miandad 
pulling Chetan Sharma 
for the most celebrated 
six in limited overs 
orioket in Shazjah; SMO 
cleverly avoiding a 
Tauseef thwat ball* by 
shouldering arms in the 
Bangalore Test, 1987. 

And what of the char¬ 
acters? 

What of Everton 
Weekes, a teary film on 
his myopic eye, telling 
this at-his-knee-devotee 
how he wept when they 
lowered Frank Worrell 
into his grave; what of 
the 70-8omething Dr 
Jahangir Khan pointing 
to the sepia photograph 
of the 1932 Indian team 
on the wall and saying, 



‘that’s me.’ What of 
Mushtaq Ali reverse 
sweeping a fast bowler 
at nets and breaking the 
college window; what of 
Abdul Hafees Kardar. 
on how the subcontinent 
could have got its first 
World Cup much before 
it did; what of the 98- 
year-old Prof. Deodhar 
taking meticulous care 
to comb his hair and 
wear his coat before 
being photographed; 
what of Foffle Williams 
of the 1939 West Indies 
team relating how 
Learie Constantine 
could run a batsman out 
feom cover off his own 
bowling. 

The nervous 18-year- 
old who joined Sport- 
Bworld as an apprentice 
could never in his wil¬ 
dest fantasies have 
visualised his early 20’s 
could turn out the way 
they event;ially did. It 
wasn’t Jxist being on a 
perpetual ‘paid holiday’, 
to go and watch cricket. 






It was the freedom of 
doing his own thing. If 
he felt like hanging out 
800 words on Benares, 
its cows, temples and its 
orioket, Sportaworld 
would always be banked 
upon to spare a page. 

If he wanted to write 
at length of how he went 
breast-stroking through 
the chilly Arabian Sea at 
4.00 a.m. (I) off the 
Karachi beachline on the 
eve of a Test, then the 
sub-editors would be 
accommodating enough 
to put their scalpels 
aside and permit the 
copy to pass through 
untouched. It was the 
nearest to a literary lais- 
sez faire as an Indian 20- 
something writer could 
ever hope to enjoy. 

Oh yes, I was talking 
of that diffident 18-year- 
old wanting-to-be-a- 
Cardus-cricket writer. 
He reported his first 
‘Test at 19 years and two 
months, went on his 


Patherya always ua”: isa 

a ceinesa wfien on i-a;-. 


first overseas assign*' 
ment before he could 
vote (20, to be precissjr- 
wrote his first book 
when he was 24, his 
second when he was 24; 
conceived, scripted, and 
researched his first film 
on orioket whemhe was 
25 and suddenly every¬ 
thing seemed a repeti¬ 
tion of what had already 
taken place. There 
appeared no cricketing 
peaks to climb. DiMllu- 
slon, they call it. 

Cricket toe began los¬ 
ing its pull. The Tests 
became a non-alopathio ‘ 
substitute forCalmpoee, 
standards became in¬ 
creasingly pedestrian, 
the limited-over matches 
were mechanically 
routined and there were I 
just no characters; 
around as raw material 
for feature writing. No 
Randall, no Greig, no 
Brearley, no Lillee, no 
Majid, no Bishen, no 
Chandra, no Vish- 
wanath, no Yashpal, no 
Patil, no SMQ, no ’78 
vintage Richards’, no 
Roberts and no Lloyd. 
Somehow the giants al¬ 
ways seemed to be 
headed for the exit door. 
Inevitably, the mystique 
of the great game 
blunted. 

And yet...and yet one 
shall look back on oriok¬ 
et and Sportaworld in 
the diabetic and bifocal 
days of one’s life with 
the misty-eyed nostalgia 
reserved for when one 
was 18 and passionately 
in love. 

Friends, the flesh is 
still willing but the spir¬ 
it is weak. 


Daapitaa weakening 
spirit, Mudar Patherya 
will continue to 
contribute articles to the \ 
magazine that he has 
served with so much 
distinction 
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“It seMte these days every 
time I miss a catoH I breslc 
something.” 

GRAMAM GOOCH 


“People talk about the 
difference between a 
thoroughbred and a 
quarterhorse, and there’s a 
lot to that. A thoroughbred is 
somebody who will do well 
all the time, even when he 
loses. A quarterhorse only 
wine One out of ten times. A 
iAoroughbre^ handles 
diveraity and takeaUhe good 
with the bad. d he ifoapa 



winning he never tests his 
character, i didn’t think much 
of it (Douglas' performance). 
He didn’t come to win. He 
came to make money and 
quit, which he did.” 

MIKE TYSON, breaks the 
silence at last after that historic 
night when he lost hts title to 
’Buster’ Douglas 


“Someone's using my name 
for some free advertising. 
Maybe ItTI boost their gate by 
a couple of dogs.” 

POP ROBSON, former 
filewcastie striker, on reports i 

that he pi^ to become the 
manager of Dwnton Manor He 
tanmv the assistant manager of 
Hartlepooli 


“I thought Douglas was 
disgraceful. The fact that he 
allowed himself to get into 
that condition for a 
heavyweight championship 
fight was outlandish. This Is 
the greatest prize in sports 
and he treated it with 
disdain.” 

EDDIE FUTCH, the veteran 
trainer in heavyweight boxing, 
obviously does not think highly 
of Buster Douglas 

“I hold him (W.Q. Grace) to 
be not only the finest player 
bom or unborn, but the 
maker of modern batting. He 
turned the old one*stringed 
instrument into a many 
chorded lyre.” 

A clergyman, Fr. DEREK 
CARPENTER, pays tribute to 
tbp maestro W.G. Grace on hts 
.Tgth dsath annteretiary. 












CONTENTS 



V 





















3 Voices 

18 Photograph of the week 
28 Fitness 

22 The best of tennis writing 
31 Health 

84 The invasion of the bodybuilders 
TSWill Pakistan tour India'' 
BSPnvateeye 
82 Freewheeling 


Cover Photograph by Utpal Sorkar 


Poster photograph by Colorsport 



4 



All illustrations by Debashis Deb 


Editor Mansur All Khan Pataudi 


AMlstonl Editor Andy 0 Brien 


ChM Sub-Editor Pradeep Paul 


Editorial Staff. Subhash Sarcar Suprakash 
Ghoshal Rohit David Brijnath AvikLea 
Shevlin Sebastian Robin Chatteijee 
Madras Corraapondani Partab Ramchand 
Sanlor Photographer Nikhil Bhattacharya 
Art Director. Amiya Bhattacharya 
Stafl Oeaignars' Samir Biswas AliAkbar 
Mirra and Bhaskar Das 
Editorial Assistants Frank Gomes Sujit 
Ghosh 

Published and printed (or Anande 8a/ii Pair ka Ltd from 6 & 
9 PrafuKa Sarha/ Street ( aiculia 7Q0 001 
by 6t|it Kumar Basu 

Air surcharge (or Srinagar ex Oefhi <ind Tnputa ^0 pa sc 
htorth Eastern States *.6 patsc 














Break the ice 

with the f{0, smooth choice! 













Age, scarcity of runs 
to tests, a ^ut of 
b atsmen 
wd a low pr^e. 
^ipVen^arkar 
gradually seeing the 
las t of his 




















DAREDEVILS 




... who would like to enter * 
THE GUINNESS BOOK OFJ|®|ii. 














" ,4 - 






'Wol 

madV ifmr ift'lw 

wevtd of Qubmoss Records. 
Amongst them is Kinmlo ftofuia. 
twice WOHd Reeond Hotden 
exemptifying endurance, 
reffabitity and spirit of adventuia. 

Wd now invtie all those dare> 
devils possessed with the same 
outdoor spirit of adventure and 
who aspire to be amongst the 
Ouinoess Oreids. to come to ust 

we'll assist you in your guem to 
ornate a Guinness Record in a 
field of outdoor adventure in 
which our product is central to 
the creation of a Record, 


!• *■ 




WirllB to us with dstalls a your 
ides at: 

World Records Promotion Cell, 
Marketing Servicee Dept., 
Kinetic Honda Motor Ltd., 
Neaia Tbweia. Dapodi, Pune • 12. 


R ■ SAFER ■ SUPERIOR 






VOICES 



•om* Wf6n t name, 

Nobody ^raa ab^nit arhat I 
lO^rs aao. thaV 
know about Agaatl, : 
Edbaiv Babtof.” 

VITAS GERULAlTtS. tww a TV 
tennis analyst for USA Network 
and Prirne Tfrne holds Jifnmy 
Connors in high esteem, but 
also evokes nostalgia with this 



seems these days every 
time I miss a catch I break 
something.” 

GRAHAM GOOCH 





“People talk about the 
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thoroughbred and a 
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winning he never tests his 
character. I didn’t think much 
of It (Douglas’ performance). 
He didn’t come to win. Ho 
came to make money and 
quit, which he did.” 

MIKE TYSON, breaks the 
silence at last after that historic 
night when he lost his title to 
Buster’ Douglas. 
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allowed himself to get into 
that condition for a 
heavyweight championship 
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and he treated it with 
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EDDIE FUTCH, the veteran 
trainer in heavyweight boxing, 
obviously does not think highly 
of Buster Douglas. 
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F or some unknown reason 
there has always been an 
inexplicable—almost 
disquieting—streak of 
submissiveness in Sri 
Lanka’s cricketing 
attitude. It is as if, despite their 
long tradition and enormous 
promise, they are quite happily 
reconciled to being identified as 
the game’s easiest prey. In Test, as 
well as in one day cricket. 




M 

r? 


And now their latest campaign 
in India has once again 
underscored that inherent lack of 
will power, of application, and the 
absence of that keen, bold 
purposefulness that provides the 
catalyst for success. 

Sometimes it seems the problem 
has a lot to do with the country’s 
cricketing morale, which seldom 
reaches the high point required to 
instil into a team a certain degree 
of aggressiveness. The killer 
instinct. The spirit of assault on 
any challenge that the opponents 
could throw at them. 

From an analytical point of 
view, the scores of the entire one 
day series that the two countries 
have just completed, never really 
gave the impression of an uneven 
contest, even though there can be 
little arg^ument that in terms of 
cricketing might and depth, Sri 
Lanka was not really on an 
even-keel with their Indian 
opponents. 

So, what the scores and mai^y . 
other factors actually indicate 












was the pwtential that Sn Lanka 
always possessed to overcome the 
targets or challenges set by their 
mighty opponents. They indeed 
looked capable of it, except that 
they did not seem to have faith 
that, for all their second grade 
image, their game was not really 
much lower than the level of 
cricket the Indians displayed All 
they needed was a little more 
push A little more belief in 
themselves 

It was expected that after the 
Nagpur defeat, theSri Lankans 
would go hell for leather to make 
the Pune one-dayer a retaliatory 
effort, making it a turning point 
from where they could fight back 
on an even ground. In Pune, much 
worse than Nagpur, the Sri 
Lankans simply played in to the 
hands of the Indians, who enjoyed 
a most facile victory, with the 
young Sachin Tendulkar stealing 
the show from everyone else. 

It has almost been a foregone 
conclusion that Sachin Tendulkar 
is going to be quite a phenomenon 
in Indian cricket. And once again 
one must insist that the real 
strength of this young man stems 
more from his innate, almost 
naturally generating 
self-confidence, than his 
cricketing prowess. Without a 
doubt he has got his technique 
honed up to a remarkably mature 
level in totting as well as in the 
other departments of the game; 
but behind everything somewhere 
deep down, there seems to be a 
spontaneous wellspring of 
self-belief almost unimaginable in 
a 17-year-old boy. 

And this trait of his is evident 
not only in his cricket, but, in his 
whole being, in fact, his entire 
personality. 

He is always full of fun. Easy 
going. Devoid of tension. And self 
consciousness. As if he is 
constantly surrounded by a sense 
of 'no-worries’; and the warmth of 
it. As if he knows for sure that 
there is nothing in the womb of 
future that is going to endanger 
him. And more important than 
that, it is as if he knows that there 
is nothing he is going to do in the 
future that would embarrass him. 



Aravinda Oe Silva greets the crowds after reaching his ton In Nagpur 
Ravi Shastri: glorious return to form 












It was this sure footedness that 
was in display in Pune in such 
great abundance Sachin 
Tendulkar never seemed to make 
a hard effort to do all that he 
did—ran out an opponent with a 
spectacular throw almost from the 
boundary line took a brilliant 
catch and suipziseof surpiise 
took two vital wickets with his 
gentle medium pace Dear God 
what a show' 

And then he batted well too 
presenting a brief but stoi my 
innings of 32 off 22 balls The 
arrogance theaccuiacy and the 
boldness that characterised his 
knock was mind boggling really 
once again an an ot feai lessness 
about the uncei tain ties of the 
game providing him with an extra 
aura of immortality Like 
someone who knows that his 
future IS only in his own hands 

And of course the othei man 
who so remarkably set out to 
shape his own futui e with 
sure-footed grace also met with 
the reward that he deserved Ravi 
Shastri His return to foi m has so 
blissfully come at a time, when the 
realisation was painfully dawning 
that one of present day cricket s 
most talented heroes was 
languishing in irretrievable 
decay And now it has been such a 
relief to notice that RaVi Shastri 
has turned the tide back scoring 
runs at every possible 
opportunity, carving out success 
after success for his country in 
Test as well as one day cricket 
and in the process regaining his 
position in the team as an 
important source of inspiration 
and strength 

This, without a doubt, was 
something that was required ever 
since the Indian team entered the 
phase of transition towards youth 
in recent times Honestly, it was 
the trio of Azharuddin, Kapil Dev 
and Ravi Shastri who composed 
the nucleus of the old guard that 
was supposed to provide guidance 
and motivation to the youth But 
then, unfortunately, Kapil Dev 
has not struck his tme form for a 
long time now, and with Ravi 
Shastn m the sliade, Mohammad 
Azharuddm was left the lone. 


warrior to lead the new pi omise 
that was ready to electi ify Indian 
cricket 

Poor Azharuddin For a long 
time he must have been pining 
for someone close at hand to 
provide him with the inoi al 
support and sti ength that he 
required at this houi of change 
Fortunately foi him and foi all ol 
us now he has got one m the 
shape of the re cmei gmg Ravi 
Shastri whose c onsistent success 
with the bat with above fifty 
scores in most ot the i ecent 
encounters definitely auguis well 

As fai as the Si i Lankans ai e 
concerned there can be no doubt 



that they do have talent in their 
squad And hardcore, fighters 
too Like Asanka Gurusinghe 
Giaeme Labrooy and Kapila 
Wijegunawai dene They all are 
hardwoikeis and lelentless 
ti leis Especially Gui usinghe in 
the batting depaitment and 
Labrooy in the bowling And moi e 
or less they got then lewaids 
pel foi ining lespectably 

The grand old man of 
Indian cricket 0 B 
Deodhar presenting the 
Charminar Challenge 
Man of the Match trophy 
to the teenaged Sachin 
Tendulkar in Pune 


It obviously 18 there for 
everyone to see that De Silva was 
the most confident and aggressive 
of all in the Sri Lankan batting 
lineup, while Aijuna Ranatunga 
always seemed aware of his 
responsibilities as skipper and on 
most occasions took care to make 
his batting a morale booster for 
his side, especially the 
youngsters 

Pity IS, if only they could have 
made their efforts more sustained 
Pity IS, if only they could have 
mustered a little more killer 
instinct to overcome the marginal 
difference that existed vis a vis 
India in the one day balance of 
power 
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Age, scarcity 
of runs in 
Tests, a glut of 
talented batsmen 
and a low profile. 

Is Dilip Vengsarkar * 
graduaUy seeing 
the last of his 
international career? 


NIKHILBHATTACHAflYA 






BY PRADEEP PAUL 




I HEN tliis cover story 
' was being discussed at 
our editorial meeting, it 
became obvious that we 
would require Sunil 
Gavaskar’s opinion. 
Simply because he was 
one of the few Indian 
sportsmen who knew 
when to quit. Retiring 
instead of being retired 
ensures dignity, and 
Gavaskar had left with 


his honour intact. 

And when contacted 
on the phone, the Little 
Master gave us a 
typically quizzical 
answer "Before amber 
turns to red they should 
know when to stop the 
car or take it forward” 

Dilip Balwant 
Vengsarkar now sits at 
the crossroads of his 
career. The car is idling. 


I Does Vengsarkar want to 
I hang onto his career like 
? Mohinder Amarnath? 

■ the gear neutral The 
lights have just flashed 
amber, He has to decide 
Will he shift gears and 
go for it? Oi’ will he just 
switch off the ignition 
and let the world drive 
by? 

For a man who topped 
the Coopers Deloittes 
rating not so long ago, 
Vengsarkar sure has hit 
skidrow By July this 
year he was 
launguishing m ninth 
spot, the crown having 
been usurped by 
Australia’s Mark Taylor. 
And come November, he 
was off the listings 
totally, having been 
replaced by Mohammad 
Azharuddin, 

And not without 



Vengsarkar now 
sits at the 


crossroads of 
his career. The 
car is idling, the 
gear neutral. 
The lights have 
justflashed 
amber. He has to 
decide. Will he 
shift gears and 
go for it? Or will 
he just switch 
off the ignition 


and let the world 
drive by? 
















reason The r\in.s have 
been loath to come of f 
VengfSiirkar s t)la(le of 
late And tiy as tie 
might, the fi^nies are 
against him When 
compai*>d to tJie average 
of 37 31 lie had off »>-! 
Test niatf hes prior to the 
West Indies tour of India 
in 1983-84, he lealJy hit 
overdrive in the next 
four years Off the next 
34 Tests, Vengsarkar 
scored a mammoth 3711 
runs to boast an average 
of 66 12andpr'etty 
much ruled Indian 
cricket (he even 
captained the side lor 10 
Test matches') 

But, like Newton 
proved, whatever goes 
up must come down 
And the following three 
seasons, after that 
highly successful series 
against the West Indies 
in 1987-88 (he averaged 
101 66!), have been 
putrid in comparison 
Just 454 runs in his 
next 13 Tests, an 
average of 25 22, which 
effectively lowered his 
career average to 43 57 
from a heady 63 83 
Things got so bad 
that the only names 
under his on the batting 
averages sheet for the 
I English tour this 
summer were Kiran 
More, Sanjeev Sharma, 
Narendra Hirwani, Atul 
Wasson, Navjot Sidhu 
and Anil Kumble! This, 
from an Indian who is 
surpassed by only 
Oaveiskar when it comes 
to scoring hundreds in 
Test cricket 
Now, with just seven 
nine from the last Test 
India played (against Sn 
Lanka) and already axed 
flrom the one-day squad, 
Vengsarkar doesn’t 
need a pair of Zeiss 
binoculars to see the 
writing on the wall 
Even the glut of runs in 
the domestic 


.season he’s averaged 
99 36 of hi.s last 12 Ranji 
and Duleep Trophy 
matches cannot help 
him, as the Indian 
.selectors are showing a 
preleience for the 
five batsmen, 
five-bowlei equation 
The need of the houi is 
for bahsmeii who 
guarantee runs Not one 
' those who m iffh t come 
I l^'xid 

I As Gav.iskar says, 

1 whcm asked for his view 
I on t he Indian team, 
“Frankly, I don’t look at 
individuals I’m Icxiking 


for a good balance Who 
to pick is the selector’s 
headache I think that if 
India has to win, they 
need a 5 plus 5 equation 
Fortunately Manoj and 
Kapil can bat More too 
can belt the ball a little 
bit And Ravi is the sixth 
bonus bowler ’’ 

The competition is 
pretty fierce too The 
lineup IS packed with 

Vengsarkar Is a quiet, 
family man who prefers 
to stay out of the 
spotlight 



extremely talented 
batsmen like Ravi 
Shastri, Navjot Sidhu, 
Mohammad 
Azharuddin, Sachin 
Tendulkar and Sanjay 
Manjrekar, while 
waiting in the wings are 
equally promising 
players like Pravin 
Amre and Vinod 
Kambli And with 
skipper Azhar going on 
record as saying 
“There’s a lot of 
competition now So if 
you perform, you’re 
there If you don’t then 
you’re out because there 
are lot of guys pressing 
for a place in the team’’, 
Vengsarkar is certainly 
feeling the pressure 
And It IS very obvious 
from any attempt to 
converse with the man 
The same person who 
was so blase about his 
momentous Lord’s 
appearance this summer 
(after sdl, he had scored 
centuries there on the 
last three occassions) 
saying “I’m treating it as 
just another Test If I 
start thinking, then I’ll 
only invite pressure”, 
now only talks about 
how he has to score It is 
an all-consuming fire 
within him Vengsarkar 
knows that Test runs 
are what count. 

O NE bullet Dilip 
Vengsarkar can’t 
slot into his 
chamber when 
preparing to fire his 
eventual salvo at the 
Indian cricket 
infrastructure is 
victimisation. Very 
rarely has an Indian 
cricketer been treated as 
leniently Despite his 
inability to score, the 
selectors persisted with 
him, in the fond belief 
that his touch would 
reappear. Even a series 
aggregate of 132 from 
three Tests against the 









THE SOUNDS OF SILENCE 



ONE would have thought that oompillng a list 
of quotes on Dilip Vengaekar would be rather 
easy. Afterall, even if people thought that he 
ought to bow out gracefully, diplomacy would 
dictate that they counter your questions with 
praise for Vengearkar’s contribution to Indian 
cricket and his class as abatsman. Yet, not 
many seem Inclined to say anything bad.. .and 
even worse say anything good, about the 
Bombay batsman's career. 

SPORTSWORLD asked a few people their 
opinions. Here’s what they had to say: 

■ . . . . . SUNN. GAVASKAR: 

Vengsarkar himself 
knows the kind of 
, position he is in. That 
he might get a chance 
• not get 

'tI V . r, tme at aU. I feel bad 

for anybody who 
plciyB, but doesn’t 
know what his future 

is. like Jimmy Amamath and Dilip.. .1 mean 
they have been tremendous contributors to 
Indian cricket. I feel sorry for blokes who have 
to be dropped. It’s upto the people themselves 
to take haitl decisions. And if the selectors 
drop you, it puts everyone in an embarrassing 
position. It always leavra bitterness. So it is 
better to leewe on your own, then there is no 
bitterness. Then you can look at the brighter 
aspect. Otherwise you may have played 5-7 or 
tan years or over a hundred Tests and all you 
remember is that one particmlar moment when 
you were dropped. 

But as Ikr as general selection of batsmen 
go. I think on the eve of the Test match or the 
day before, the seleotcne should look at the 
fom of the batsmen. Whichever four or five 
batsmen are in form and have stayed at the 
wicket etc, whether they are playing for their 
<dub8 or Ru^i Trc^hy, they idumld be selected. 
And then you drop any batsman you want. 

Pneonally, I feel we need to locdc at the 
qpening pair. Some one with Ravi... .that is a 
mi^ headache, I mean, taking Arun Lai in 
the 14 and then dropping him was senseless. 

They ^muldn't fiddle around with the opening 
pair. You are Just exposing the number three 


and number four. I mear 'his (Chandigarh 
Test) was the first time India has had two 
makeshift openers. 

MOHAMMED AZHARUOOIN: The Indian captain 
flatly declined to comment 


BiSHEN BEOI: I do not wish 
to comment on this topic 
as I think it is a very 
controversial subject. In 
the past, I have been 
dragged into 
unnecessary controversies, so I do not want to 
spark off another controversy by giving my 
(^pinions about Vengsarkar’s futtire in 
intemational cricket. Dilip was always aloof, 
but that is no factor for his being dropped. As 
long as he got runs, his temperament did not 
matter. Why shotild it matter now? His recent 
Test scores are not very good and I am sure he 
realises that he has to face a lot of competition 
fiom young middle order batsmen. It all 
depends on how motivated he is to continue 
playing for India. 

ABBAS AUBAIQ: I am the manager of the side till 
the Asia Cup so imtil then I do not think it is 
proper for ms to oomment on such a issue. 
Please ask me when I am not part of the 
establishment. I will then be able to answer, as 
I have my views on whether Vengsarkar 
should continue for India or not. 

KAPIL DEV: I do not wish to oomment on any 
queries about Vengsarkar. 

MADAM LAL: I think Dilip should q^t when he 
thinks it is beet for him, like Sunil Oavaskar 
did. One must not have any regrets about 
retirement. I am sure Vengsarkar will make 
the right decision at the appropriate time. At 
present he has the calibre to continue playing 
for India. He is aware of the competition and I 
am sure he will motivate himself to perform 
well. 


New Zealanders in 
'88-89 wasn't enough to 
cost him his captaincy. 

Not that he didn’t gfive 
them reason to. First 
was the syndicated 
column incident where 


he was docked a 
six-month ban for 
defying the BCCI 
directive and going 
ahead with his column. 
“I only wrote because 
Viv Richards (the rival 


captain m that senes) 
had print access to the 
people” he later 
clarified, but contracts 
are contracts, and the 
knuckles were rapped 
Then, after a totally 


disastrous tour of the 
West Indies in '88-89, 
Vengsarkar and his 
team blatantly ignored 
the Board’s telexes 
refusing them 
permission and 
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proceeded with then 
‘rebel’ tour of the United 
States and Canada 
Yet m spite of all that it 
was VeiiKsdi kai hiniself 
who asked to be left out 
when the team to tom 
Pakistan was beintj 
selected Doiiif^ran 
absolute volte lace on his 
earliei statement of I 
don’t think we Indians 
have to do it Marshall 
Gower, Gooch had to do 
It They play c ricket 
throughout the ycai 
when asked about the 
ploy of sitting out a 
series, Vengsarkar 
quoted mental and 
physical staleness as his 
reason to stay home 
One could hardly tault 
the selectoi s then for 
sticking to the 
promising combination 
of proven experience 
plus talented >outh and 
leaving Vengsai kai at 
home when the team left 


Things got so 
bad, that the 
only names 
under his on the 
batting averages 
sheet for the 
English tour this 
summer were 
Kiran More, 
Sanjeev 
Sharma, 
Narendra 
Hirwani, AtuI 
Wasson, Navjot 
Sidbu and Anil 
Kumble! 


for New Zealand in late 
'89 After all, it was high 
time that we inducted 
some fresh blood into 
the side and playei s like 
Sachin Tendulkar and 
Sanjay Manjrekaj- had 
performed admii illy in 
Pakistan 
“Hurt‘s I am well 
disappointed” was how 
Vengsarkar responded 
to the dropping And 
even as he sat, licking 
his wounds, providence 
saw it fit that he should 
play The injury-prone 
Sidhu was registered 
hors de combat and it 
was Dilip Vengsarkar 
who was jetted out to fill 
his place, in spite of 
batsmen hke V B 
Chandrasekhar, Ajay 
Sharma and Gursharan 
Smgh being right there 
in New Zealand' 

Ever since then, it has 
been a low-profile 
Vengsarkar that 


Vengsarkar’s West 
Indian campaign ended 
in much bitterness 

inhabits the Indian 
dressing room 
Basically an 

introvert—Bishen Singh 
Bedi once classified him 
in his column as ‘his 
aloofness and greatly 
introverted personality 
can be viewed two-fold 
that he is not an 
expressive showman 
which defies his 
commercial value from 
the endorsement angle 
And secondly, he is a 
leader devoid of belief in 
himself which prevents 
him from motivating 
himself as well as 
spurring on his 
colleagues’—this added 
isolation hasn’t gone 
down too well with the 
team, especially the 
skipper Azhar,man 
earlier mterview to this 












DILIP VENGSARKAR’S 
UPS & DOWNS IN RECENT TEST CAREER 



T 

Inn 

NO 

Runs 

HS 

Avge 

c 

F 

V Wl 1983-84 

5 

8 

— 

425 

159 

53.12 

2 

2 

V Pak 1984-85 

2 

3 

— 

74 

41 

24 66 


— 

V Eng 1984-85 

5 

8 

1 

284 

137 

40.57 

1 

_ 

V SL 1985-86 

3 

6 

1 

177 

98* 

35.40 


2 

V Aus 1985-86 

3 

4 

2 

120 

75 

60.00 

— 

1 

V Eng 1986 

3 

6 

2 

360 

126* 

90.00 

2 

1 

V Aus 1986-87 

2 

2 

2 

186 

164* 

— 

1 

— 

V SL 1986-87 

3 

3 

— 

376 

166 

125.33 

2 

1 

V Pak 1986-87 

5 

8 

2 

404 

109 

67.33 

1 

2 

V Wl 1987-88 

3 

5 

2” 

305 

102* 

101 66 

2 

1 

V NZ 1988-89 

3 

4 

— 

132 

75 

33.00 

— 

1 

V Wl 1988-89 

4 

6 

— 

110 

62 

18.33 

— 

1 

V NZ 1989-90 

2 

2 

— 

47 

47 

23.50 

— 

_ 

V Eng 1990 

3 

5 

— 

58 

52 

31.60 

— 

1 

V SL 1^-91 

1 

1 

— 

7 

7 

7.00 

— 

— 


47 

71 

12 

3165 

166 

53.64 

11 

13 
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Prior to West Indies (in India) 1983-84 

64 

105 

10 

3545 

157* 

37.31 

6 

20 

From 63-84 upto end of W. Indies 1987-88 

34 

53 

12 

2711 

166 

66.12 

11 

10 

Last three seasons 

13 

18 

— 

454 

75 

25.22 

— 

3 

TOTAL CAREER . 

/, 111 

176 

22 

6710 

166 

43.57 

17 

33 




(Last 5 series) 


V New Zealand, 1988-89 


Bangalore 

75 

Bombay 

25 


0 

Hyderabad 

32 

V West Indies, 1988-89 


Georgetown D 

N Bat 

Bridgetown 

20 


6 

Port of Spain 

2 


62 

Kingston 

12 


8 

V New Zealand, 1989-90 


Napier 

0 

Auckland 

47 

V England, 1990 


Lord's 

52 


35 

Manchester 

6 


32 

The Oval 

33 

V Sri Lanka, 1990-91 


Chandigarh 

7 

Tests Runs Avge. 


13 454 25.22 
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The elegance and the 
technique have never 
been In question. But the 
net results now are 
negative 

magazine, commented 
that “I don’t want to 
name anyone, but there 
are some players who’ve 
got to change their 
attitude" 

Whether this is a form 
of retaliation to 
Vengsarkar’s broadside 
in his explosive 
interview to this 
magazine on his return 
from West Indies in '89 
where the then-captain 
said “My logic is this 
not scoring runs is only 
a minor problem which 
can be overcome, but 
what you cannot correct 
is one's escapist 
attitude” is not clear, but 
it is very obvious that 
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both these men aren’t affairs, Gavaskar 
comfortable with each responded to ‘Do you 

other. think Vengsarkar is 

On asking his point of comfortable playing 
view on this state of under Azhar?' with “Is 


Azhar comfortable 
having Vengsarkar in 
the team?. ’’ Touche! 


M oving to the 
touchiest subject 
of them 

all—quitting-^the 
question is, how long is 
Vengsarkar going to 
hang around? The runs 
aren’t coming, at least 
where it counts most, 
and the administration 
is starting to crack 
down. First it was the 
Indian captaincy. Then 
it was his place in the 
side. And the latest move 
has been to deny him 
even the pleasure of 
captaining his Ranji 
Trophy side, Bombay. 
When Shastri was 

Vengsarkar has always 
been on the periphery of 
the Indian team’s social 
circle 






named skipper of 
Bombay—obviously 
with the the Indian 
captaincy in 
mind—quite a few 
eyebrows were raised 
Even Gavaskar asked in 
his column whether, 
'Vengsarkar in the last 
few months had become 
such a poor captain that 
he has to be replaced and 
especially when his 
personal form was 
good?. /Ind on asking 
the Little Master about it 
later, he felt that “the 
reasoning IS incorrect I 
don’t think you make 
someone captain only if 
he is in the running for 
the Indian captaincy, as 
they are doing. You just 
pick the man who you 
think can bring you that 
particular trophy you 
are playing for”. 

Now, at age 34 and 
v(nth a crop of young 
batsmen snapping at his 
heels, Vengsarkar must 


surely feel like a hunted 
man As Ravi Shastn 
very succintly put it "A 
time comes for 
everybody to quit the 
game Its only when he 
feels he's had his bit, he 
should move out, 
whoever the gentleman 


Azhar...“There’s 
a lot of 
competition 
now. So if you 
perform you’re 
there. If you 
don’t then you’re 
out because 


there are a lot of 
guys pressing 



An introvert? Close 
friends like Qadir would 
tend to disagree 

concerned is” 

But docs this 
particular gentleman 
feel it is time yef^ Going 
by his prediction made 
in 1987 that “I can carry 
on for another five years 
or so ", he’s still aiming 
for another two years at 
the very least But that 
was said when the tuns 
were flowing with more 
fluidity than crude 
down a Kuwaiti 
pipeline Now, with the 
flow drying out to a 
tnckle—is there some 
connection*^—Vengsark¬ 
ar will have to start 
reconsidering 
If he plans on ending 
his career with the same 
dignity he has 
conducted himself so 
far, Vengsarkar would 
do well to either get his 
act together or walk out 


with hia head hold high 
Otherwise, if he allows 
this current state of 
affairs (o drag on for too 
long, he might just find 
himself saying farewell 
with his head held 
high and his feet held 
even higher 

It 18 a decision only 
Vengsarkar can make 
Does he, like Gavaskar, 
prefer to quit when he is 
still a name to reckon 
with*? Or does he, like 
the ‘comeback king* 
Mohinder Amarnath, 
want to drag out the 
messy affair till people 
actually want him out 

But till such time that 
Vengsarkar makes ms 
decision, we can only 
ask if he—all things 
considered—is still good 
enough to make the 
Indian team But then, 
as Gavaskar countered, 

“Is he bad enough to be 
dropped*?” 

That, IS the question.9 
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READERS’ QUIZ 


QUESTiOKS 

1 . TiPvor Chappell’s 
infamous 

under-arm delivery in 
the Benson and 
Hedges World Senes 
Cup finals in 1981 
stunned the 
cricketing world 
Who was the batsman 
to face this delivery‘s 

2 . Which cricketer 
was nicknamed 
‘Barnacle BilP 

3 . Which are the 
only two cities in 
the world when' Tests 
have been played on 
three different 
grounds‘^ 

4 . “I was the first 
cricketer to wear 
helmets in a Test 
match By profession. 
I manufacture slip 
cradles and my 
autobiography is 
titled ‘Lambs to the 
^laughter’” Who am 

5 . Who brought 

about the current 
style of shot putting‘s 

6 . Of what 18 the 
common 

covering of a baseball 
made‘s 


7 . “Fate IS the 

umpire and hope 
is the bail, which is 
why I will, never 
score a century at 
Lord’s “Who said 
these words'^ 


8 . “He IS human 
But not hke the 
rest of us His 
physique is 90 
percent God given 


and the other 10 
percent is left for me 
to work on “Who said 
this and about whom*^ 

9 . In the 1936 

Berlin Olympics 
India won the ho(’key 
gold scoring 39 goals 
in the toui nament 
and conceding only 
one Which team 
scored that single 
goal against India*’ 


•4 ^. This 
J. w particular 
long distance 
Australian runner set 
18 world records in 
his career but failed to 
win an Olympic gold 
medal Who is the 
person in question*’ 


1 -4 m When was the 
X tie-break rule 
first introduced at 
Wimbledon*’ 


ANSWERS 

1 Brian McKechnie of New Zealand 

2 Trevor Bailey 

3 Bombay and Johannesburg 

4 Graham Yallop 

5 Parry OBnen 

6 Cowhide 

7 E M Forster 

8 Fitness guru Ken Yoshiro about Edwin Moses 

9 East Germany, in the final 

10 Ron Clarke 
11. In 1971 

12 Mary Meagher 

13 PamShnver 

14 Virginia Wade * 

15 JaroslavOrobney 

16 It IS an ethnic variation of Rugby which is 
popular in the north-eastern states of India 

17 Cross country motor cycle racing 

18 Nelli Kim 

19 Lord Hawke 
20. Ilie Nastase 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
SABYASACHISARKAR, 

17A, GHOLSHAPUR RLY. COLONY, 
CALCUnA-700034. 


RATHIG TEST 

ABOVE IB: Wish you were part of oiir i^ilz team 

BETWEEN IS T017: Not bad 

BELOW 15; Spoitsworid laadiag iecemimpd«t 

All answers sent m by the contributor 


. Which 
swimmer was 
referred to as ‘Madam 
Butterfly’*’ 

. Which tennis 
star was 
known as the ‘Legend 
of Lutherville’‘’ 

, Who was the 
last Briton to 
have won a singles 
title at Wimbledon*’ 

. “I was one of 
the most 
popular participants 
at Wimbledon I first 
competed as a Czech 
in 1938 When 1 was a 
champion in 19541 
held an Egyptian 
passport 
Subsequently, I 
played in a veteran’s 
event as a British 
national ’’ Who am P 

. What IS 
Yubee-Lakpee 
in the Indian sporting 
world*’ 

. With which 
sport is the 
word ‘scramble’ 
associated*’ 

• Nadia 
Comaneci 
apart, who is the only 
gymnast to have 
scored a perfect 10 in 
the Montreal 
Olympics? 

. The first 
foreign 
cricket team to visit 
India was th English 
side in 1888. Who 
captained the visitmg 
side? 

. Who authored 
the book 
•Breakpoint’? 
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PHOTOGRAPH: NIKHIL KiATTACHARYA 


If Indian cricket Is showing signs of looking up these days, then it’s mainly because these two lads 
have emerged from the shadows of inexperience and slipped into the limelight. Sanjay Manjrekar and 
Sachin Tendulkar are not only good buddies but are also the future of Indian cricket. 


19 








Question 

Time 


O KAY, it’s time loi 
a bceak from the 
normal mould to 
catch up with the 
queations that have been 
coming in from you 
Like we said before 
We'll try and solve your 
problem to the best of 
our capabilities, so if 
there’s anythinjf that 
still isn't clear, pk'ase 
feel free to write m 
aKain, okay‘d 
The first letter we’re 
dealing with is from 
Mahesh Khanna and he 
wants to know if Bull- 
worker’s Dynamic Mus¬ 
cle Builder is worth 
trying out Well, Mah¬ 
esh, we have a confes¬ 
sion to make here Try 
as we did, we still 
couldn’t find anyone 
able to give us a first¬ 
hand opinion But that 
doesn’t mean anything 
A relatively new concept 



always takes time to 
catch on in our country, 
but considering the reli¬ 
gious regularity with 
which bodybuilders all 
over the western world 
use similar stuff, there’s 
got to be some gcKxl in it 
However, we’d also 
like to u.se this oppor¬ 
tunity to remind you 
that there’s no substi¬ 
tute for good, old exer¬ 
cise Don’t get t«x) car¬ 
ried away with short¬ 
cuts You’ve got to put in 
your fair share of sweat 
and pain, only then will 
the frills provide the ic¬ 
ing on the cake So, go 
for It, Mahesh And do 
let us know if it worked 
The next letter is from 
Ujjawal Prasad Sinha of 
Uttar Pradesh A vol¬ 
leyball player, he’s wor¬ 
ried about the poor 
height he gets when 
jumping for a smash He 





also complains of a sto¬ 
machache and exhaus¬ 
tion when playing his 
sport 

The first thing to fi¬ 
gure out (since you ha¬ 
ven’t told us) is your 
general level of fitness, 
considering your age 
Since you play volleyball 
we are presuming that 
you are of above-average 
fitness and therefore do 
some additional exercise 
regularly If so, are you 
concentrating on your 
legs at all Volleyball is a 
very allround sport, but 
netplay requires extra 
powerful legs So if you 
feel you aren’t getting 
high enough, or can’t 
handle the strain of con- 
tinually jumping up, 
you obviously aren’t 
doing enough legwork 
in your workout 

Get stuck into squats, 
Ujjawal, and if you do 


have access to a gym. it 
will be worth your while 
to try out the leg press 
machine Not only will 
this build more muscle 
and enable you to take 
strain, it will also 
strengthen the existing 
muscles Also, all the 
flexing and straighten¬ 
ing will put power into 
the tendons, which then 
translates into jumping 
power on the court 
As for the sto¬ 
machache and exhaus¬ 
tion, it’s probably just a 
result of insufficient fit¬ 
ness If you’re aiming 
for the bigtime m your 
sport, you’ve got to get 
your body prepared 
Don’t think you can go 
out and play like those 
stars you see on TV if all 
the training you do is 
daydream about the 
game Build up your sta¬ 
mina and strengthen 
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those legs, Ujjawal, and 
you’re going to enjoy 
your sport a whole lot 
more! 

Letter No. 3 is from 
Amit Grover in New De¬ 
lhi. He’s keen on trim¬ 
ming the flab off his 
waist and building some 
muscle on his shoulders 
(who isn’t?). But is wor¬ 
ried about using dumb¬ 
bells lest they stunt his 
height. Fair enough, 
Amit, since you’re just 
Oolagpresseeto 
strengthen the Kige 









Pullups work wonders on the shoulders 




14 and still have many 
years of growth left But 
just keep in mind that 
using light dumbbells 
won t place too much 
pressure on your spine 

which IS what alfccts 
height If all you do are 
lightweight exorcises 
for the arms and shoul¬ 
ders especially while 
sitting down there’s 
hardly any fear of losing 
an inch or two 

Still, since it s 
freehand you’ve asked 
for it’s fieehand you’ll 
get Keep doing the 
pushups, but try wide¬ 
ning your hands That’ll 
put more strain on the 
shoulders, broadening 
them up and giving you 
a good shape Then, see 
if there’s a convenient 
place for you to do pul¬ 
lups, and get started Do 
them with a wide grip, 
do them with a narrow 
grip But do them 
They’re great shoulder 
and upper body buil¬ 
ders 

As for the flab around 
your waist you’ll have 
to do some cardiovascu¬ 
lar stuff to burn the fat 
All the situps in the 
world won’t trim that 
turn Oh, they’ll build 
firm abdominal muscle 
alright, but you’ve got to 
jog, skip or do some 
other form of aerobic 
activity to get rid of the 
fat Only then will you 
sport washboard abs. 
And don’t worry about 
situps affecting your 
height. In fact, if you do 
manage to ttdce a few 
inches off your waist- 


k, % 


line, you’ll end up look¬ 
ing a couple of inches 
taller* 

The next letter we re 
tackling IS from B Sub- 
ramaman of Bangalore, 
and lies into getting his 
shouldeis into gear 
First things fii.st, have 
you taken a long, hard 
look at your posture 
Much of the ptobleni 
stems from bad posture, 
when you tend to let 
your ribcage collapse 
into the abdominal cav¬ 
ity, thereby allowing the 
shoulder area to droop 
downward Just hold 
that chest out, pull the 
shoulder joints back and 
stand erect, that’ll solve 
the major part of your 
worry 

Then, if you still want 
to work on them, try out 
the pushup pullup com¬ 
bination suggested to 
Amit earlier That 
should pack some im¬ 
pressive looking power 
into your shoulders 

That’s about all the 
space we have this week 
If your letters haven’t 
been dealt with yot, 
please have a little pati¬ 
ence We’ll tackle them 
in our next instalment of 
■Question Time’ here at 
the Fitness Column 

Readers are welcome to write 
in with the fitness-related 
queries All problems will be 
dealt with to the best ol our 
capabilities i 











□ 


5»S ‘S.r? 7 «1 






iv./y 




.. 




m 


■' iV 




/^S 


I TS the face tljat 
gets John 
McEnroe into j 
trouble, 

according to hia 
doubles partner. 
Peter Fleming It is a 
pugnacious face to start 
with, unsmiling, pale, 
freckled and spotted, an 
Irish-potato-type facet 
surmounted by a mass 
of Medusa curls barely 
restrained a bright 
red headband when he’s 
on a tennis court 
But it’s what he does* 
with that faoe while hs^s 
playing that has made, 
McEnroe the most 
unpopular tenms player 
to emerge since Hie 
Nastase’s antics became 
merely boring. He i 

pouts. He scowls. He 
l^ardly ever smiles, ’ 
certainly not on court. 

’Itrubs people!^ the 
wrong way.’ mcplaina-' 
Eleming.whois'’* 


i t % 


Championships at 
London’s Olympia this 
weekend ‘Prom the very 
start of a match, people 
get a bad impression 
They think .“Who is this 
BOurpuss’^” I’m telling 
you, this guy can’t pick 
his nose without people 
booing him.’ 

Lack of popularity 
appears to concern 
McEnroe not at all T 
don't care if I don’t smile 
on court,’he says ‘OK, I 
make faora. The faces 
'lire me. People pay to 
watch me play and if 
j^hey want to boo me, 
^^hat’s fine. Let’s put it 
rdratherget 
Vtome attention than no 
' attention. If it’s bad, 
thai’slife.’ 

If his behaviour is 
‘aonmtimee worse than 
Na^a^’e, his playing 
record is considerably 
better, than most peoj^’s 
as a platter of fact. John 




“It (McEnroe’s 
face) rubs people 
up the wrong way. 
From the very start 
of a match, people 
get a bad 
impression. They 
think ‘Who is this 
sourpuss?’ I’m 
telling you, this 
guy can’t pick his 
nose without 
someone booing 
him”—Peter 


lawyer (and is known as 
’Jumor’ on the thnnis 
oircmt). He has risen so 
fast since aban<^ning 
his law studies Ik) turn 
professional seven 
months ago that he 
ought to be checked out 
for mtrogen bubblMi in 
the bloodstream 

Two hundred and 
seventieth on the 
Association of Tennis 
Professionals’ computer 
hst 18 months ago when 
he burst virtually 
unheralded through the 
qualifying pack to reach 
Wimbledop’s aeapOffinhl, 
McEnroe how stands 
among the world’s iop 
five. 

Just where he stendS 
in that five (Borg, 
Connors Vilas and 
Gerulaitis are the ones 
McEnroe ranks himself 
with) IS uncertauvr^since 
he has never played 
Vilas or Qerulaitis in 
official oompetitkm, 
Perlu^ this week’s 







Maaters tournament m 
New York with Connors 
defending the crown in 
an eight-man field 
which includes 
McEnroe may help to 
olariiy things a little 
*1 think ho lb the most 
talented player m the 
game sayb Fleming, 
who knows his doubles 
partner so well that he 
has beaten him thiee 
'times at singles, 
something no one else 
has managed to achieve 
m recent months After 
McEnroe’s astonishing 
autumn run from the US 
Open when he won four 
tournaments out of the 
nine m which he 
competed and was a 
Bemi-finalist In the other 
five, at the same time 
collecting six doubles 
titles, the 1975 
Wimbledon champion 
Arthur Ashe called him 
‘the best player in the 
world right now’ 

Though he was 
flattered, McEnroe said 
‘I don’t know how 
Arthur can say that I’ve 
played Connors four 
times and never beaten 
him yet, so how can 1 be 
the best"^’ On each 
occasion, however, the 
margin has been closer 
and In Stockholm two 
months ago. Junior 
pulled off the hnest 
victory of his short 
professional life by 
beating Bjorn Borg 6-3, 
6-4 It was the first time 
Borg had ever lost to an 
opponent younger than 
himself McEnroe 
dropped only seven i 

I points on his own serve 
^ m the whole match, and 
afterwards Borg said he 
had tned to attack J 

McEnroe’s weakness but 
couldn’t find one 
Strength he has hi 
abuhdknCe, however,, He 

Is hioredlbly &at 
, the coto. his volleying 
is stvuuilng.,hhs^ 


lefthanded serve is fast 
and laced with deadly 
spin ‘Snaky’is how 
Fleming describes it, 
adding ‘on grass it is 
probably the best in the 
game 

Ashe says ‘Against 
Connors and Borg you 
feel like you re being hit 
with a sledgehammer 
But this guy IS a stiletto 
Junior has great balance 
and he just slices people 



“I don’t care if I 
don’t smile on 
court. OK, I make 
faces. The faces 
are me. People 
pay to watch me 
play and if they 
want to boo me, 
that’s fine. Let’s 
put it this way. I’d 
rather get some 
attention than no 
attention. If it's 
bad, that’s 
life"—John 
McEnroe 

up. He‘8 got a ton of 
shots It’s slice here, 
nick there, out over 
here Pretty soon you’ve 
got blood all over you, 
even though the wounds 
aren't deep Soon after 
that you've blsfd to 
death ’ 

'I am flE^rty (happy with 
what I'm done over the 
past aik i^ontbi,^ Is 
sToEnxoe'a wsiy op 


desonbmg his explosive 
arrival on the 
professional scene In 
that case, why doesn’t he 
look happier sometimes’ 
He has ^i^ady wit and 
has shovM it at press 
conferences, deflating 
pompous or pedantic 
interviewers 

Fleming, who shares 
tennis courts and hotel 
rooms with him, says it 
fs because McEnroe is 'a 
great competitor who 
doesn’t put up with any 
bullshit’ Fleming feels 
that despite what he 
might say to the 
contrary, McEnroe is 
working hard at 
improving his public 
image ‘But it’s going to 
take a while In one year 
he has improved hie 
deportment so much 
Now he’s halfway 
towards where he wants 
to be’ 

‘When we played each 
other last month in 
Jamaica we had a 
misunderstanding and I 
screamed at him I won 
the match and we didn’t 
talk to each other that 
night or the next day 
Eventually we decided to 
have a couple of dnnks 
by the pool and discuss 
It We talked for about 
an hour He was really 
upset that I had yelled at 
him 

‘The problem is that on 
court he only thmks 
about winning the next 
point Nothing else 
counts ’Noteven 
popularity, obviously 
McEnroe has been 
known to pull more than 
faces on a tennis court 
and the history of 
arguments with 
offioials, undeleted 
CTpletlves and rows with 
spectaiomf^tes back to 
, the days When Junloit 
was a Junior. ? ' 









A 




0^ 

^ ,r 


P 


,/• 


rHf, 




lipi 






'J 


7i 


.y 


^^7 










realised that Match of 
the Day’s cameras were 
focused on them. T 
guess I always had too 
much Irish/ is 
McEnroe’s ezplsinatloh. 

His childhood friend 
and former mixed, 
doubles partner, Mary 
Carlllo, Bays McEnroe 
has no subtlety. 'He 
doesn’t go out of his way 
to impress people. He 
Just doesn’t care what 
people think. The game 
is so simple for him he 
Jxist gets mad when 
anything goes wrong.’ 

Not much has gone 
wrong for a while now, 
but McEnroe 
emphasises, 'It’s not 
luck. I worked for this, I 
deserve it. The amount 
of teimis I played over 
the past six months has 
been a strain, and after 
the Masters I’m going to 
take things a little 
easier. I have only had 
about two weeks off in 
25, but this year I am 
not going to play more 
than two or three weeks 
in a row. 

‘What are my goals? I 
don’t like to set goals. 

My goal is to do well. Of 
course. I’d like to win 
Wimbledon and the US 
Open. They will be my 
top priorities.’ 

Those particular 
priorities might be 
closer than even 
MoEiu*oe thinks. After 
Borg had captured 
Wimbledon for the third 
successive time last Jvily 
I wrote that there was no 
reason why he should 
not go on to a fourth or 
even fifth title ‘unless 
another superman floats 
to the top of the pack of 
ambitious youngsters 
thronging the courts of 
the world’. 

John P.McEnroe has 
broken surface and a 
sharp triangular fin is . 
aimed at Connors and' 
Borg. 


-- ■ vV*' 



WEST INDIES IN PAKISTAN 




LAHORE TEST 


SO 
NEAR 
AND 
YET... 


So far. The West Indians 
came whisker-close to 
victory in the final Test but faltered... 
The honours were eventually shared. 


T here was much 
media-hype 
surrounding the 
senes between 
West Indies and 
Pakistan, enough for it 


to be dubbed as ‘the 
battle of the but' After 
the second Test when 
scores were level, people 
waited for the final 
battle, that would decide 
the victor of the war 
At the end of it, it was 
evident that a huge 
furore had been created 
over nothing The 
ultimate Test started on 
«tempestuous note with 
the West Indian 


Imran Khan with a 
brilliant knock in the 
second Innings 
stopped the 
Carribeans from 
clinching the title 














manager Lance Gibbs 
saying,' It is not a wicket 
(Gaddafi Stadium pitch) 
The Pakistan Board is 
killing cricket by 
nmking such wickets If 
they want the players to ! 
flourish they should | 
have good wickets.’ The 
Godfather of Pakistan 
cricket, Imran Khan 
retorted,‘It is the 

Carl Hooper was in 
Impressive form with 
knocks of 134 and 49 



prerogative of the home 
side to prepare pitches 
that suited their 
strengths.' | 

The West Indians were j 
in dire straits | 

immediately after play ; 
started, reeling at 37 for j 
3 Imran Khan, bowling ! 
for the first time after a i 
nine month lay-off. 
claimed the vital wickets 
of Desmond Haynes and 
Gordon Greenidge In 
between came the 
dismissal of Richie 
Richardson, Ibw to 
Wasim Akram for 5 The 
messiah for the visitors 
came in the form of tlie 
previously out of form 
Carl Hooper, the 
batsman from Guyana 
Playing in his 22nd 
Test, he survived twice 
when he was dropped at 
31 and 99 by Salim 
Malik and keeper Moin 
Khan, regained his 
composure to sciore a 
magnificent 134 The 
batsmen at the other end 
fell like nine pins, and 
the only notable 
contributions were from 
Lara (44) and Malcolm 
Marshall (27) Jeff 
Dujon let down hopes of 
a great innings when he 
departed for duck The 
score then read 294 for 
9. 

Pakistan’s first 
innings started on a 
dismal note with 6 
wickets falling for just 
93 runs—courtesy two | 
gentlemen named Ian 1 

Bishop and Curtly i 

Ambrose. Bishop with 
figures of 3 for 30 in 12 
overs and Ambrose with 
3 for 17 in 13 overs, 
were responding to 
sub-continent swing 
with Caribbean craft. 

On the third day 
everyone following the 
match was convinced 
that the visitors would 
claim the historic 
match. Pakistan 


starting on 93 for 6 were 
all out for 122. Yet saw a 
glimmer of hope when 
the West Indies starters, 
filed back into the 
pavilion in quick 
succession The visitors 
lost 1 wickets for only 
47 runs Hooperonce 
again was the saviour 
for the West Indians 
when he and Logie put 
on the brakes and helped 
the Windies reiich a 
somewhat rcsfKictable 
score of 122 Hooper 
went for 49 when he was 
run out to a brilliant 
throw by Imran Khan 

F'ortunes fluctuated 
once again and a sense 
of uncertaimty ci'ept 
into the theory that the 
visitors would win, 
when Wa.sim Akntm 
destroyed the visitors 
(Jaiming the wickets of 
IjOgic, Dujon, Ambrose 
and Marshall for just one 
run and more 
surprisingly in the 
spticc of just one over. 
Going in to bat Pakistan, 
compiled 90 ixld runs 
before the stumps were 
drawn 

The ultimate day 
started with Pakistan 
down by 2 wickets and 
chasing a target of 346 
to win But then a 
gallant innings by 
Imran Khan helped the 
hosts save then hide. 

Not to mention pride He 
reminefl unbeaten on 58 
and clippKxl in 67 useful 
runs between debutant 
Anwar and himself 

The question still 
remains unanswered as 
to which IS the best 
team Maybe some 
other place and some 
other time will decide 
the victor Till then West 
Indies remain the 
monarchs of the 
cricketing world Only 
don’t say that Down 
Under! 

By A Special Correspomieiit 
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QUEST COLUMH 

D espite minor 
tinkering 
introduced at the 
start of this season 
the offside law 
remains tunong the 
most contentious in f<x)tball 
Tei ry Venables the Tottenham 
Hotspu. manager was incensed 
after his team s 3 1 recent home 
defeat by Liverpool Two of the 
Liverprxil goals he insisted were 
well offiside He was particularly 
incensed about the first scored 
with a r ute lob by Ian Rush Steve 
Nir ol Jjiver pool s Scottish 
international had been clearly in 
an offside position he insisted 
running bat k desperately to get 
out of it But the I eferee said 

TO BE 

ON SIDE OR 
OFFSIDE? 



si Venables had told him that Nicol 
was not interfering with the play 
j It was time, Venables pursued 
' that the law on offside was 
i changed in that respect Either 
I you were offside or you weren t 
j “You can t say people aren t 
t interfering ’ he protested “Nicol 
was offside and that s a fact This 
business of not interfering has 
gone on for too long It gives 
■ people something to hide behmd 
He quoted a former Spurs 
manager, Bill Nicholson who like 
; a former Liverjxiol manager Bill 
Shankly, used to say If a player 
isn’t interfering, what s he doing 
! onthefteld*^” 

i It was a game which I saw, and 
there were some present who 
thought that Nicol was not offside 


I in any way at all that he had 
I actually run back into a valid 
position before Jan Molby, the big 
1 Liverpool Dane, produced his 
immaculate chip to Rush But 
Venables protest raised ghosts 
from the past My mind went back 
especially to the evening in Paris 
in 1975 when Leeds United lost 
2 O to Bayern Munich in the final 
of the European Cup Peter 
Lorimer, with one of his typically 
tremendous right footed shots, 
walloped the ball past the Gernwul 
goalkeeper, Sepp Maier, in the 
second half The referee 
I disallowed the goal because, at 
I that moment, Billy Bremner, the 
I Leeds Umted half back and 
captain, was running back out of 
the penalty area, just as his fellow 


j Scot Nicol, did at Tottenham 
' The Leeds fans behind the goal 
were incensed and eventually 
showed their displeasure by 
pelting the blue track-suited 
police in front of them with 
npped-out seats 
Under the rules as they stand, 
the goal should surely have been 
valid UEFA, in fact, gave the 
French referee, Kitabdjian, only 
two marks out of a possible 20 
though they did not suspend 
him—a mysterious decision 
Bushing out of the box as he did, 
how could Bremner have been 
interfering with the play or, to 
pursue the wording of the law, 
"seekmg to gain an advantage^ ’’ 
Around this same period, Leeds 
Umted were involved in another 





’“incident of the same type, though 
on that occasion, it was they who 
conceded a debatable goal, one 
which cost them the 
Championship. They were playing 
at Elland Road, at home to West 
Bromwich Albion. Albion broke 
from the halfway line, beating the 
Leeds offside trap, with one of 
their men in a p^pably offside 
position The Albion player on the 
ball, however, went running on 
half the length of the field, and 
fmally put the ball in the Leeds 
net. The I^eeds players protested 
against the goal. The Leeds fans 
did rather more than that— they 
mvadcd the pitch. But the goal 
stood, and Albion won the match 
The “not interfering with play” 
rule is almost as old as soccer 
itself, and in the present climate, 
it is most unlikely to be repealed. 
FIFA, stunned by the negativity of 
the last World Cup, are fumbling 
around to find new ways of 
promoting goal-scoring. They 


axe, moreover, clearly terrified 
that the American television 
networks won’t want the next 
tournament, because goals are so 
few. So from Zurich, bombarded, 
they say, by "hundreds of letters,” 
emanate daft ideas such as 
enlaurging the goals, cutting 
teams down to 10 men; and 
changing the law on offside. But 
these suggestions are scarcely in 
favour of defences, which is what 
abolishing the “interference” 
clause would mean. 

Surely the strongest argument 
against the law as it stands is 
personified by the dilemma of 
Kitabdjian in Pans. As the 
referee, he decided that Bremner 
was interfering with the play, a 
decision which Terry Venables 
would doubtless applaud He 
mentioned, not without 
substance, that the mere presence 

Ian Rush’s cute way of scoring 
goals could have many a 
coach screaming for offside 



The "not interfering 
with play" rule is 
almost as old as soccer 
itself»and in the 
present cUmatCf it is 
most unlike^ to be 
repealed. FIFA 
stunned by the 
negativity of the last 
World Cup, are 
fumbling around to find 
new ways of promoting 
goal~scoring 
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of an offside player in the penalty 
area could distract the attention of 
the goalkeeper, wondering 
whether the man would receive a 
pass from the attacker on t he ball 
But clearly the referee carries an 
enormous burden. It is he and he 
alone who must decide whether a 
player is interfering. 

This is almost a philosophical 
question A matter of mind 
teasing. Not just in terms of the 
attacker, but of the defenders, too. 
Have the defenders been 
distracted? Is the attacker 
deliberately involved in his team’s 
movement or has he, just by 
chance, been washed up into an 
offside position? 

Where the referee at Spurs 
decided that Nicol was not 
interfering, the referee in Paris, 
in an almost exactly similar 
situation, ruled that Bremner had 
infringed the law. Then should 
the offside law. changed this 
season so that an attacker level 
with the defence is onside not off, 
be scrapped altogether? 

Emphatically no. It has its place 
not only in history but in 
morality. A bunch of schoolboys, 
putting down coats for goals, will 
berate a player for “goal 
hanging. ” Offside was invented 
well over a century ago at Eton 
College, for their unique football 
game. Scrap offside, and football 
would become intolerably 
defensive. But the "interfering 
with play” rule is pregnant with 
contradiction. Venables does have 
a point. 

BT BRMN BLANVILLE 







Capital Notes 


NE always thought spin bowlers loved bowling on ‘turners’ With the 
bail doing alt kinds of things—spinning, jumping, squatting and,' 
most dicey, keepmg straight—easy wickets are to be had While the 
spinners’ glee is understandable, do spare a thought for the poor 
batsmen What chance does he have—gheraoed by close catchers—when the 
bowlers and the wicket are against him'7 * 

Imagine my consternation when Hirwani, the peppy Uttle leggie from 
Indore, told me he loved bowling on flat wickets “On a turning wicket things 
are easy The wicket dismisses the batsmen, not the bowler Afazaa is to bowl 
on a wicket that favours the batsmen ’’ 

There was a time, says Hiru, when he looked for a turner but now he’d 
much rather bowl on a paste wicket It’s fun to flight the ball, try various 
things and trick the batsmen "Uskokheencbnemein, ghumanemein, 
bowling ka. satisfaction hai " 


It's incorrect, 
Govosker said, to 
expect wonders 
from our 

sportsmen. We ore 
not world beaters in 
most areas, so why 
this excessive 
expectotion from 
sportsmen? We ore 
only mediocres.... 


F irst get the background Haryana playing Himachal, m Ranji, scored 
a million runs Himachal batted, collapi^, followed on, collapsed again 
to be 7 down for almost nothing 

Now the important part At this stage m walked the number 9 Shakti 
Singh, medium pacer from MRF with no batting credentials And played a 
sizzlmg mnings which any cricketer would give his left er hand for 
Within 17 minutes, from 18 balls and only 9 scormg shots he thrashed to 
50, all runs coming from 7 sixes and 2 fours 
That wasn’t all—the man actually scored a century By his standards, 
progress towards the second fifty was more stately, for it took him another 
32 minutes The complete stats of Shakti’s bizarre mmngs are quite 
incredible a first class hundred m 59 minutes, with 12 sixes and 5 fours 
Off spinner Vinay Sharma bowled only one over in the innings Shakti 
struck the first three balls out of the ground Fourth and fifth, defended 
resolutely The sixth, smashed out of the stadium' 

The only mnings in recent history that compares with Shakti’s astomshing 
effort is Ravi Shastri's unbeaten 200 against Baroda in 1985 Shastn scored 
the qmckest double hundred in cricket history—113 minutes, 123 balls 


EHIND the desk sat three former Indian cricket captains—Tiger 
Pataudi, Sunil Qavaskar, Kapil Dev, the first two in suits and tie, the 
third m a suit minus the tie 

Facing them, liquid refi^shraents m band, were about 200 odd 
guests an impressive congregation of sportsmen, sports officials, social 
glitterati, press and politicians = 

Reason for everyone to congregate was the release of Dev Features’ Sports 
Video Tiger spoke Kapil spoke, explaimng the provocation for launching 
the sports video Tremendous interest in sport shoddy Doordarshan 
coverage video brings the best sports action home Suml spoke thereafter 
In usual correct precise fashion 

Touched upon the importance of imbibing finer points by watching master 
players in action Also bemoaned the strange Indian habit of blastmg 
sportsmen after every international del»cle It’s incorrect, he said, to expect 
ivonderp from our sportsmen We are not world beaters in meet asreas, so why 
this excessive expectation from sport^^lpAli? Sunil’s basic point We are 
mediocres. Though sportsmen do their it's unrealistic to expect them to 


“OPENHG is AtWMS 










Narendra HIrwanI: “Mazaa is to bowl on a wicket that favours the batsman" 

finish on top So what’s the big deal if they lose’ 

Speech over. Gavaskai (the Chief Guest) picked up the video cassette and 
proceeded to unribbon it As he struggled to untie the knot Kapil Dev with 
admirable presence of mind reached foi the mike and said Opening is 
always difficult''To which. Dr NarottamPun standing by my side added 
‘That holds good for both batting and bowling 


Off spinner Vinay 
Sharmo bowled only 
one over in the 
innings. Shokti 
struck the first 
three boils out of 
the ground...The 
complete stats of 
Shokti's bizarre 
innings ore quite 
incredible: o first 
class hundred in 59 
minutes, with 12 
sixes and 5 fours 


ANOJ PRABHAKAR^s looking fitter and leaner this season The 
Delhi all-rounder ascribes improved fitness to almost non-stop 
cricket during what earher was ‘offseason" "In Delhi club cricket 
18 really hectic and quite often many tournaments are on at the 
same time In case your team is doing well you could be playing almost every 
day Once I pUiyed fortune days without a break Summer cncket saps you, 
but the competition is keen and there are plenty of good players around to 
make it difficult for you ” 


lyMnUTIUTNUR 


ULT” 


Kapil Dev 









NATIONAL LAWN TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP, DIGBOl 1990 
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L I BANDER PAES is India’s 
new national lawn tennis 
champion. Are you 

_I surprised? Well, he isn’t 

and you shouldn’t be. Talent never 
Just promises, it demonstrates. 

Way back, after January’s 
Australian Open, when the winter 
chill was settling down, we threw 
adjectives at him—‘brilliant’, 
‘tough’, ‘confident’—and most of 
all, we associated him with the 
label’championshipclass’. There 
was a belief that he possessed that 
finite edge that eventually 
distinguishes the excellent from 
the good. And it was a belief 
stemming not from his strokes or 
speed or machismo grunt, but 
tnm the string of gut in his 
stomach and the line of steel in his 
mind. ‘Therein, the difference. 

Yet for most Indians this was an 
intangible, as Pass’ sublime play 
was confined beyond, the borders > 
of the sub-oontinent. These 
. Nationals vitel, for finally at 


home he had made all this evident, 
obvious, conspicuous. In a senior 
tournament. 

Pass himself shrugs off his win 
as ‘all right*. He was aware it was 
there for the taking, and satisfied 
he took it. If there was a pride, it 
was that he won “without 
dropping a set (in fact not even a 
tie-breaker) and although my 
stomach muscle was strained 
through the entire tournament”. 

Let me interrupt with a short 
story: Peer groups in sport are 
notorious for their disinterest, 
publicly,about their opposition. 


PAES’ALL'ROUND PROGRESS 
HAS BEEN REMARKABLE 
ENOUGH TO WARRANT HIM A 
DAVIS CUP SINGLES PLACE 
























Praise is grudgingly, almost 
reluctantly given—there is a belief 
that being blase, as opposed to 
effusive, ensures a secure image. 
Yet when I asked Asif Ismail, 
another rising son, about Pass, he 
was firm: “Oh, he’s rpedly good 
boss, no question”. It was auiother 
sign. 

Paes’ fluent 6-3,6-2 win over 
Enrico Piperno in the final was 
important, because the 
29-year-old Piperno, a player who 
shuns flamboyance for a cerebral 
effectiveness, is an institution in 
Indian tennis. An institution that* 
defines and sets a standard. Any ^ 
Indian player requiring a test of 
his own levels must pass Rico’s 
examination—most fail. Like the 


PIPERNO IS AN INSTITUTION. AN 
INSTITUTION THAT DEFINES AND 
SETS A STANDARD. ANY INDIAN 
PLAYER RE0UIRIN6ATEST0F 
HIS OWN LEVELS MUST PASS 
RICO’S EXAMINATION-MOST 
FAIL 


tough serving Asif Ismail who has 
lost two consecutive, three-setters 
at the Nationals to 
Rico—because Asif cannot find 
that elusive little extra to close the 
door on a match, and becaiise Rico 
will not close it himself. Only Paes 
and Zeeahan All then.have passed 
him with distinction. 

Yet, whatoonflicUng emotions 
exploded, like criss-cross spurts of 
lightning, in the confines of Rico’s 
brain after the final? To bear with 
great dignity his sixth loss in a 
National final; yet at the same 
time, to exude much pleasure over 
the wonderful form of his protege, 
albeit his opponent. 








For himself Rico shrugs. For 
Paes he says,. .he is a much 
more mature player than he was a 
season back. If he can maintain 
this standard, he should be doing 
very well in the international 
circuit within a year or two I 
don’t see any Indian player 
beatmghim”. 

The key word is ‘maturity’, 
significemt m hitherto 
undeveloped areas of Paes’ game. 
He is developing a rhythm from 
the backcourt, and with it a 
patience—it was a comfort he 
required. As a result, he is not 
^esperate to storm the net, being 
’‘^ther more particular on what 
approach-shot to use 

His flaws remain his return of 
serve, more often a block than a 
stroke, when it should be the 
other way around. He has this 
small leap as his opponent serves, 
which cuts down his reaction 
tune, and forces him often to 
lunge instead of moving in. 
Anticipation of course, is what 
eventually counts. 

His seyve is lethal, but his stiff 
action and reliance on upper body 
strength, rather than using 
power right from the legs, causes 
recurring stomach muscle 
Retrains, but he will require a 
substantial period of 
non-competitive time to rectify 
that. 

But his all-round progress has 
been remarkable enough to 
warrant him a Davis Cup singles 
place, which brings us to a rather 
contestable issue. 

’The All India Tennis 
Association (ATTA) had issued 
letters to 14 players, asking them 
to play the National, All-India 
haixlcovirt, satellite and 
challenger tourneys to be 
considered eligible for the bavis 
Cup. At Digboi, four players were 
missing—Zeeshan Ali, Mark 
Ferreira, S. Vasudevan and Rohit 
Rajpal. 

Ali was excused with a 



N«w Champion Aradhna Reddy 
a ’ 


T he only surprise element 
In store in the ladies 
section of the competition 
was the fact that there was 
going to be a new champion. 
These assumptions were based 
on the fact that there were 
going to be a few notable 
absentees; last year’s winner 
Nandini Krishnan (nee 
Rangarajan) now retired, 
married and happy in America. 
And Peggy Zaman, victorious 
in 1988. This in no way takes 
the credit from those who 
entered this years competition. 

The field of participants 
comprised Yamini Sekhri, 
Janaki Krishnamurthy, 
Manisha Mehta, Divya 
Merchant and Aradhana 
Reddy. Bengal’s challenge 
came from Sheetal Khanna 
while Assam presented a 
surprise packet: Sukanya 
Choudhury. Many followers of 
the game might have already 
drawn up their list of winners 
before the championships but 
their plans were subject to a 
slight bit of alteration. 

Things went according to 
script on the first day. The 
seeds cruised through their 
formalities. Even Sukanya 
Choudhury the local star 
cakewalked over Rahika 
Hardas in straight sets. The 
upsets started the next day... 

Top seed Manisha Mehta got 
slaughtered by unseeded Neeth 
Deviah. Neeth capitalised on 
her first serves and some loose 
volleys by Manisha, gradually 
wearing her out. A lethargfic 
Manisha succumbed to the 
constant barrage of defence 
splitting strokes. 

Second seed Janaki 
Krishnamurthy wrested the 
first set from Divya*Merchant 
but could not keep up such a 
ferocious tempo. Divya on the 
other hand waf the epitome of 
composure while at the same 





time pulling her game 
together. Her game slowdy 
started focusing on Janaki’s 
backhand, which was weak. 
The persistent onslaught 
frustrated the second seed and 
she faltered The scoreline read 
3-6, 6-2, 6-3 Seeds number five 
and seven, Sujata Tasildar and 
Anindita Deyi were also shown 
the door. The playoffs for the 
quarter-finals had been 
decided. 

A little mention here about 
Divya Merchant and Falguni 
Parsana. Both of them were 
unseeded while putting in good 
performances. Divya could not 
be seeded because of the lack of 
raatchplay in the circuit, her 
winning streak justifiably 
ending when she could not cope 
up with the obvious match 
practice of Aradhana Reddy 
Falguni, on the other hand had 
other plans when she overcame 
Neeth Deviah on her way to the 
finals. 

The final was a typical ladies' 
affair with unending rallies 
and tiresome service breaks. 
Though the scoreline suggests 
the match to be close, on the 
contrary it was not Though 
Aradhana did drop a set, she 
never really got mortified by it 
Her uneasy calm in the face of 
pressure and persistent nature 
totally fazed young Falguni, 
who looked totally out of her 
depth as the match wore on. 

The match was deciced at 4-6, 
7-5,6-1. Aradhana Reddy was 
the new national champion. 

Two years back Aradhana 
Reddy promised much—yet 
suddenly found herself 
groping with the concept of 
immaturity in her game. Her 
style of play was 
predictable—no flair, no 
inventiveness—just long 
baseline rallies. Her victory 
showed that she has matured, 
though somewhat in doses. 










debilitating back ii\Jury, but the 
cAher three flew off to a satellite 
series in Guam, adireot snub to 
the AITA’s directive. Secretary 
B.K. Khanna vacillated on the 
issue, ffrst insisting that “I would 
like to deal very firmly with 
players who refuse to respect the 
ATTA’s directive” and then 
abeolvlng himself by saying, ”See, 
team selection is not my or any 
other AITA official’s job. It is 
entirely up to the selection 
committee...” 

Selection committee chairman 
Naresh Kumar was evasive too, 
explaining the matter would be 
dliKussed at their meeting on 
* January 4. 

The ATTA is in a sticky position. 
If they refuse to enforce 
disciplinary measures, then it 
either reveals a bias, or worse, an 
acceptance of their lack of 
authority Animpotency. 

Furthermore, picking Rajpal nr 
Vasudevan for the Davis Cup 
would totally disregard the 
compliance to the rules and 
sustained efforts of Ennco 
Pipemo, S. Narendranath 
(National finalist 1989; 

K.Q. Ramesh and Raipal (Inset) 
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quarter-finalist 1990) K.O. 
Ramesh (National semi-finalist 
1990), Asif Ismail and Gaurav 
Natekar. all fine players. The 
ATTA directive Was to ensure that 
the selection committee could 
watch and determine a player’s 
form and how well he fared 
against his pemna. On what basis 
then, could Vasudevan be selected 
abead of iSnudl or Raipal instead 
ofRafoeSt)? ■ 

X fot one am not convinced. If, as 








the ATTA says, the best team will 
play the Davis Cup, then I would 
love to see Rohit Rc^pal play K.G 
Ramesh on clay or hard courts, 
the surface the’Thais wiUusein 
February. 

The Davis Cup is a matter of 
honour. To wear a Cup jacket is 
the ultimate privilege. The ATTA 
would do well to remember that, 
when they select their team. 
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if it wasn’t 
Ifortibatdsxnii 
■ laohs. IwouM 
bave probably 
gone on. How often 
have you told yourself 
this? You axe in your 
fifth set of reps ^ou 
planned to do saveh) 
when suddMdy an 
ezorudatlng pain shoots 
up your limb and your 
body just goes limp. 

Htere are some tips to 
counter life’s minor 
aches, pains and 
injuries and give them 
the brush off. 

Before we proceed a 
few words of caution; 
Don’t become a medic 
and try analysmg the 
cause of a serious pain. 

It may be a sign of an 
underlying problem that 
needs professional help 
so get it from a doc. 



after you’ve sweated it 
out, take a day off . The 
next day do a shorter, 
Ulster workout to give 
those tired muscles 
some rest. Repeat the 
one-day off, 
ons-dcqr-ea^ sequence 
until the pain is gone. 

When the ache hits 
you don’t take a break 
(literally), because 
research has proved that 
moderate exercise can 
alleviate aches fixan 
overused muscles than 
total inaotivi^. But if 
the pain gets worse, 
ETTOP. 

Leg Cramps: 

If you have pulled 
your muscles, and 
orampe axe the result 
then: Stand up to stretch 
the muscle. Afterwards, 
walk around for a few 
minutee. Apply a warm. 


HEALTH 

COLUMN 


Sera Muscles: 
Sometimes in a 
particular finune of mind 
you pump iron like 
there’s no tomorrow. 
Tour adrenalin is 
flowing and you do sets 
after sets. You get up in 

tlyi Tnn ming awH 

discover that you have 

pal¥i« 

places you never knew 
aodsted. 

REaLAX, you’ve 
overwor k ed your 
muscles and tiiey need 
sosns rest for tbs pKbx 
thathits 94to4Shmus 


wet cloth to help the 
musdeielaz. 

To avoid leg cramps 
recurring at bed time, 
place a firm pillow 
against the sedss of your 
fset. to keqp them from 
aertendiag into the 
toe^mtwards posttkm 
whkdi may reeultltt 
craiiqw happening 
again. 

Spninst 

iftt’Bhurtoidrhidly 
and you loae strength or 











If It i8 just one of those 
spFsihs you’ve 
ezperlenoed before and 
knowthat it’s nothing 
too bad. then keep the 
lj\)ured area slightly 
elevated and apply ice 15 
to 20 minutes, four to 
five times a day. 

To make a customised 
ice pack, fill a plastic 
bag with crushed ice, 
mould it to the injured 
joint and put it in the 
fieezer to harden in that 
shape. 

An tiser’s tip; For 
longer lasting ice 
treatment^, keep a layer 
of cloth between the 
joint and the ice. 

Strains: 

For strained 
(stretched or tom) 
mtisoles or ligaments 
use ice compress for the 
first few days. Then 
switch over to hot 
compress for relief. 

Wrap a hot towel around 
the joint, cover wdth 
plastic and top it with a 
dry towel to insulate the 
I heat. (Apply these hot 
. packs for 20 minutes at 
atime, four to five times 
a day). 

A word of caution; 

Don’t reach out for the 
ointment immediately 
after you’ve iiijured 
yourself. App^ a hot 
compress and then 
apply the ointment. If 
you ai^ly heat on a joint 
already dabbed with 
ointment, the heat 
makes the skin absorb 
exoess cream and that 
can cause internal 
Mistering. If you have a 
droulatory probtbm or 
diabetes getyour 
phyMMaa’sc^ay before , 













INTERVIEW 


Franz Beckenbauer 
would qualify as 
one of the biggest 
sporting successes 
ever. Not only is he 
a successful coach 
and player, but also 
a multi-millionaire. 
In this extensive 
Interview to Arno 
Luik he talks about 
all aspects of his 
life, and at times is 
very philosophical 











QUESTION: Tlw German 
press raves about you; Lady 
Luck has showered you with 
kisses; You are the most 
sought after figure in 
German football and the 
whole of Germany! 


career. Perhaps because 
I succeeded now also as a 
trainer and bore this 
responsibility 
successfully. 


they were successful but 
because they achieved m 
eight weeks what others 
did not manage in 16 
years. 


This team was completely I The boys also achieved the 


kindly to such remarks. 
It is because of their 
achievement that 
football is spoken of in a 
positive way in this 
country. You see, I 
experienced this 
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BlSCKENBAUEB: But I 
don’t see mys^os a 
Qermnn supennazt Of 
doursst thswxjrld 

(ahsointe pi^ piy 


your product? ' 

11118 is my 

team—diffettot flrom 
the teaz^ at Mezloo in 
1986. Fnaproudof this.. 
ttsdn. Not only beoauiip' 


impossible with r^pirds to . 
their imiife.... They are 
good, emii-behaved 
fbottiaiien. 

No.ldon^seeittbat , 
way and 1 aJandcNn’l ti^ 


eup|ioria on our arrival 
in fVaakfart after the 
Worid Cup in Italy. 
Smnething like this has 
never happen^ b<dkn^.T 
YwbioiiiMmeMtf ^ 










crowds onto the street.... 

I really am proud to have 
been vnth this team; One 
person cannot do 
anything. 

No false modesty; everyone 


Seriously, when 
Herman Neuberger, 
then DFB (German 
Football Federation) 
chief asked me in 1984 
to take over as team 
chief. I refused at first. I 


needs you.’ 

German football had 
reached the bottom, it 
was in a sort of crisis So 
someone had to take 
over, someone who was 
renowned and could 



the unsuccessful Brachial 
Kicker club? 

This never occurred to 
me. The question was 
simply: will you accept 
or not? Whether I might 
go wrong or whether my 
image might suffex^I 
didn’t bother about it at 
all Frankly. I found it a 
big challenge, a nu^or 
responsibility. 

Six years later, you are 
world champs. Has Franz, 
son of an ordinary family 
from Geising, the working 
class district of Munich, 
reached the end of his 
dreams now with this 
achievement? 

As a sportsman, I have 
to answer in the 


I have lived 
with this 
team and I 
have 

completely 
identified 
with them. In 
this kind of 
joh, you are 
100 % 

involved. One 
is feverish, 
one suffers 
with them, 


agrees that the world 
championehlp is yow 
achievement 

Football isa teun game. 
Yee,endtildjiiaHisMund. 


told him that 1 have not 
trained as a coach, that I 
didn’t want to do it. But 
Neuberger convinced me 
vidien he said, ‘We need 
you. Oemian football 


boast of an image. So I 
decided to take over as 
chief coach. 

You hadn’t been afraid to 
ruin your image as coach of 


affirmative There are 
no new goals for me 
there, not even as a 
coach. I would now like 
to find fulfilment in 
different circles. 











Pleas« elaborate on this.... 

I want to study sports 
marketings and 
sponsoring 1 don’t 
know any details .is yet 
But I have some 
experience in these 
fields There were, for 
msUiue long 
discussions to convince 
Merc odes that they were 
the ideal sponsor for the 
national team 

You are healthy and 
energetic. You are in an 
extraordinary situation. You 
are supposed to have 
property worth more than 
30 million DM, gross, you 
could just lean back and.... 
Just a moment Maybe I 
earned perhaps 30 
million in 26 active 
yeai s, but if after taxes 
10% 18 left then, perhaps 
that IS a most accurate 
estlipate 

So you are saying that you 
are not as rich as everyone 
makes you out to be? 

I pay 50% tax I have a 
certain standard of 
living, I enjoy certain 


What does money mean to 
you? 

I cailnot say, ‘Nothing’ 
But I’m certainly not 
dependent on money 

You could retire and enjoy 




life with your wife. Why do 
you cany on with such a 
hectic lifestyle, with so 
many activities crammed 
into It? 

I don’t have a particular 
mission in life No 


“iiili 




matter what I do now, I 
don’t have to prove 
anythmg anymore I 
have one more goal 
though Iwanttohve 
my life in such a way 
that I can say at the end 
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I believe that 
life’s 

improvement 
starts with 
each person 
individually. 
Each person 
has his own 
karma 










of it ‘Franz, you have 
been a decent chap*’ 

Whose advice do you take 
when it comes to important 
matters in your life? 

I listen to my inner 


voice Sometimes, 
reason is not sufficient 
Intqtion steps in then, 
instincts are needed I 
often make ray decisions 
based on intuition 
Are you true to yourself? 


I think so But I have to 
work on myself I still 
have a long way to go 
before I reach my goal 

Please tell usjwhat are you 
greatest weaknesses? 




I’m far too impatient 1 
often demand too much 
My life’s rhythm has to 
become more stable, I 
would like to be more 
quiet and serene 

The magazine, “Stern" 
called you "Money Maker 
Franz Beckenbauer’ the 
other day on its cover. 

I haven t read that 
ai tide 

But you have surely seen 
the cover^ Your potrait with 
a garland of currency 
around your neck 

I I rally h.iven I seen it 

Don't you like criticism'' Do 
you run away from reality' 

No 

When I mentioned to 
friends that I was going to 
interview you, they all 
asked, “What will he 
charge'’ Nobody believed 
you didn't want anything 
Perhaps it is customary to 
pay for an interview' As far 
as I know, other 
sportspeople do demand 
payment for each interview 


It took me a 
long time to 
get used to 
my glasses. 
Only then! 
could barely 
distinguish 
the numbers 
on the 
jerseys I 
thought that 
now it was 
time to wear 
my specs 
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th«y give. Well, this seems 
to be your image; Franz 
Beckenbauer, represented 
by advertisements in all 

media, a grasping man. 

Well. I caji't change this 
image, it seems. But 
what is more important 
is how I judge myself. 

You have always tried to be 
obliging. The “Stem" 


magazine once observed 
that 'no work of art'could 
demonstrate in a better 
way, what constant 
association with the media 
does to a person and how he 
yields so willingly to their 
‘dictates’. 

It is amusing for me to 
hear how others Judge 
me. Only thing is, these j 
people should start I 


reflecting about their 
own mental makings. 
After all, they do not 
know me at all! How can 
they judge me. then! 

Hold on; I notice a 
harassed look on your face. 
You are obviously afrbid to, 
be spokentojto be annoyed, 
to be touched.., 

1 think this is still the 


“It is amusing tor me to hear how 
others iuhge me. Alter all, their do not 
know me at all. How can they judge 

me ? 


after effect of the world 
championships. For two 
months, I was in a state 
of intense 

concentration, day after 
day. There is still a 
restlessness in me 
which, however, should 
gradually subside. 

What made you say in Italy 
after the final, 'If now East 
Germany joins us, we will 
be invincible for years to 
come . I aqi sorry for the 
rest of the world.’ 

This was supposed to be 
ajoke. 

A peculiar kind of joke, I 
musisay. 

But look, I laughed 
eaid thati You 
.haystos^Mthpentire,, r} 
',4tuatibii<.'Ypu 










This lot? 

Yes, the international 
press. You have become 
world champions and 
they look as if they are 
at a fdneral. Stony 
faced, no sense of 
humour, no fun. And 
that’s when I said, ‘I’m 
awfully sorry for the 
rest of the world, but for 
a few years to come, we 
will be invincible.’ Of 
course that is nonsense. 
Any child knows that 
you can lose a football 
match aiiy time—but I 
ETuess, one is not even 
supposed to joke... 

A joke that stirs up latent 
fears abroad? 

Well... 



Are you satisfied with your 
team because it had no 
independent characters this 
time? 

Oh, but there were 
independent characters! 
For instance, Matthaeus 
is not easy. And Jurgen 
Klinsmann is also not at 
all easy... 

Why? 

Jurgen IQinsmann has a 
big problem. He needs 
his freedom. You can’t 
confine him. 11116 
constant being together 
for two months is hard 
for a man like him. He 
starts thinking too 
much... 

Matthaeus agrees with you. 
He complains, ‘Klinsmann 
worries too much.’ Does a 
good player have to be 
stupid to do well? 

No, but Klinsmann 
really worries too much. 
He has to get away from 
the training camp. He 
meets his friends for a 
meal and 1 don’t know 
what they talk about 
then. 

Contrary to former World 
Cups, tho players were 



A ROUND OF GOLF TO RELAX 


Maybe seon we won’tneeb 
anymllltaiy. Nobimlers, 
nottlngl Soil must haee 
wanMIt. Maybe we 
will get Mere one bay. At 
least If we want to beeg 
MoUer Esntb allm 


allowed to leave the camp 
very often this time. Wlqr? 

I gave them off because I 
know from my own 
experience. One needs a 
ditferent type of 
conversation. The 
players need their 
children and 


girlfriends, they need 
somebody to rely on. 

Shortly before the World 
Cup, you remarked that the 
world championship title 
didn’t mean anything to 
you. Surely this was not 
quite true! One could, after 
all, observe on the TV 


screen how you stormed, 
swore, fumed, and got 
carried away. You couldn’t 
sit still during the 
matches... 

I had lived with the team 
and I had completely 
identified with them. In 
this kind of job, you are 
100 % involved. One is 
feverish, one suffers 
with them, one is happy 
with them. So. without 
the title, I would have 
gone through the same 
emotions as them... 

How important for you is 
applause? The eulogies? 

The fan mail? 

Of course I’m happy to 
have people 

sympathetically inclined 
towards me. Of course. 
I’m more pleased when 
they share in my 
happiness rather than 
have them saying ‘Just 
look at that clown!’ 

What do the disappointed 
and jealous ones have to say 
by way of criticism? 

Every day, over hundred 
letters arrive. I really 
cannot read all of them. 
My mother helps with 
my fan mail. 

And sfie never says, ‘But 
this letter.my boy,simply 
has to be read?’ 

It happens now and 
then. K the letters are 
pairticularly nice, then 
my mother keeps it for 
me and I do read them. 
The unpleasant ones are 
thrown at once into the 
newspaper basket by 
her. At least, I have as 
yet not read a nasty 
letter. 

To come back to your 
career: are you at times 
astonished yourself at how 
it has shap^? 

Tm only grateful—and 
Tm grateful every day. 
God miist really like me 
if he meant it so well for 
me. He gave me these 
aptitudes and 
opportunities. See, 1 had 
no higher education. I 
was an insurance agent. 














Normally, I nught have 
managed to get to the 
top of my department 
But I could play 
football—and that too, 
better than many others 
And at a time when 
football advanced from a 
working class sport to a 
higher level There was 
a tune when hotels 
wouldn’t have us when 
we went' I came from the 
bottom right to the top! 
And so you pray and say; 
Lord, I thank you? 

Yes, of course, I believe 
mGod 


VANITY 


How vain are you? 

Well, I’ll give you an 
example- It took me a 
long time to get used to 
my glasses Only when I 
could hardly 
distinguish the numbers 
on the Jerseys I thought 
that now it was time to 
wear my specs which I 
had carried about -with 
me for more than a year. 
A man, mid-forty, has he 
any other vanities? 

Of course, I notice my 
reclining hairline. I 
hope it will stop there. I 
somehow, don’t like the 
idea of being bald. 

What do you do about it? 
Well, I tried all available 
hair lotions, nothing 
helps. I put stuff on my 
hair and 1 told my 
hairdresser to try and 
come up with something 
really good to stop this. 
Well, it’s part of the 
process of ageing. 

Are you afraid of growing 
old? 

No, not at all I’m Just 46 
and I must say I have 
never been happier as 
I'm now. It has been the 
best time of my life. And 
1 do hope that each 
phase in life will 
continue to leave its own 
charm. 

Do you ever contemplate 
that there is very iittie tinUe 


... 


left for you? 

Of course The older I 
got the more I think 
about death. 


DEATH 


Are you afraid of death? 

No. 

Why not? 

Death is part of life I 
also believe that we 
continue in some way 


after death 

You believe in life after 
death? 

Yes. if only in a spiritual 
way 

What does this mean? 

Only those who protect 
me up there know the 
answer to this 

And if they ask you up there 
as you arrive: ‘what did you 
do to make the world a 
better place?' What will you 



THE RECEDING HAIRLINE AND BAD EYESIGHT 


trinlaH airallaUe loUmu, 
muwiuitt. waiiH’sMart 


' answer? 

I believe that life’s 
improvement starts with 
each person 
individually. Each 
person has his own 
karma. 

I beg your pardon? 

Each one has tabefu* his 
own burden. And has to 
manage it. Each one has 
his duties and faults 
One has to work at both 
On what are you working? 
What faults are you trying to 
rectify? 

As I have already said. 
I’m too impatient I 
demand too much—from 
myself and from others. 

If not death, are you afraid 
of other things? 

Fm not afraid of 
anything anymore .well, 

I respect lightning 
should it strike here. 

You are not afraid of 
accidente, cancer, which 
could paralyse you or make 
you an invalid? 

No, not at all 

And death, how’d you like to 

die? 

I don’t know if I can 
honestly answer this 
question as a healthy 
person. I would like to, 
die consciously and that 
means; with pain. 
Because I believe that it 
will then be easier for me 
up there. The worst for 
me will be to die 
suddenly. I want to 
prepare myself quite 
consciously for death. 




FAMILY 


Did you at times think that 
because of your intense 
career, you missed out on 
certain aspects of life? 

My three sons didn’t get 
enough attention ftom 
me. When I married at 
21, and became a father, 
I was still somewhat a 
child myself and not 
matured enough to have 
a family. They often 


















needed me at home—but 
I waa not there—football 
was everything to me. 
Well, I feel sorry for 
certain things that has 
happened to them. 

One of your sons wanted to 
change his name. The name 
Beckenbauer seemed to be 
a great burden for him. 

My sons didn’t have an 
easy life. All three were 
enthusiastic footballers 
but two of them realised 
that they were not 
talented enough. 

Does your son Stephen, who 
once was allowed to play for 
“Red Star Brigade” have a 
chance? 

Stephen can do it. He 
didn’t have it easy. The 
name is a burden for 
him. Imagine that 
wherever he plays, 
(Bayerlings—The 
Bavarian League, 
Amberg, Bamberg), he 
is the centre of 
attention. 

You never cidvised him to 
stop? 

No, because I know he is 
talented. He needs a 
professional 
surrounding. 1860 
Munchen and now 
Kickers Offenbach are 
intermediate stations. It 
will be my next job to 
find a club for him, 
perhaps in France or 
Switzerland. He has no 
chances in Germany. 

Are friends important for 
you? 

What are friends? 

A friend is there, when you 
are in trouble... 

No, I would never 
approach a friend then, 
i^en should I be in 
trouble? When I run out 
of money? In that case 
in to a bank. That’s 

what they are there for. 
IflfeelULrUgotoa 
doctor. I woiildn’t bother 
my friendd* with such 
matters. 

We suspect ttu|t the much 
honoured Franz is not 
capable of mature 
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friendships... 

My mother and my wife 
are great friends of 
mine. 

But do you have friends 
outside the family? 
Someone you can meet 
privately, and not one who 
wants to be seen with you in 
public? 

There are a few. Robert, 
my manager, for 
instance. 

Football fans loved you but 
they also hated you. They 
cheered you but they also 
spat at you. You were never 
so popular that people 
could call you “Franzi”, 
“Franzi”or“Becki,Beckl” 
did you mind that? 

No, when I came on the 
scene, football was real 
bard work. But perhaps 
more than that, it is the 
manner that I played 
which spectators 
probably found a little 
arrogant. For example: 

If I saw from a distance 
of 30 metres that I 
couldn’t get the ball 
anyway, then I wouldn’t 
nm after it like mad. 

But the code of honour 
demanded that I do just 
that. But I didn’t bother 
and so they thought me 
arrogant. 

But as a footballer, one 
wants to be appreciated and 
loved by the public. 

Of course. And a 
footballer is terribly 
proud when they sing 
for him in the stadium. 
It’s a marvellous feeling. 
It really turns you on. 


MONEY AND 
COMMERCIALS 


Something else made you 
different from other 
footballers. You were the 
first athlete in the Federal 
Republic of Germany who 
nuide big money with 
advertisements. You were 
not choosy; you drank soup, 
put cream into your 
hair—are you ready to do 
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THE KAISER S LATEST POSE IN AN AD 
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anything for money? 

In the begrinning, money 
did tempt me. I can’t 
rememtor what Knorr (a 
company) gave me for 
doing the 


money. Now I’m more 
eelective. 

Really? Now you stand in 
front of the Camera and do 
‘do it yourself’ push ups? 

Well-of course there are 
border cases. But Adidas 
is no border case It is a 
super product. And so is 
Mercedes. 

Your face is to be seen in 
every newspaper and 
countless posters. Can't you 
ever say no? 

Actually I find it 
difficult. 

Take your forward, Jurgen 
Klinsmann for instance. He 
said: ‘I’m not out for a fast 
buck. I earn enough. I don’t 
need to do everything. And 
he rejected several lucrative 
spots with the argument 
that he didn’t want to see 
his face on every street 
corner. 

I can only congratulate 
Jurgen who is only 26, 
for being so far sighted. 
My respects for him! 

Are there any commercials 
you have refused? 

I haven’t answered the 
phone since the World 
Cup, which is supposed 
to have doubled my 
market value. By the 
way, I never offered 
myself for 

advertisements. We stay 
here in beautifxil 
Kitzbuhel and they 
approach us. Then 
Robert becomes active. 
Even for contraceptive ads? 

I wouldn’t do that. For 
that matter neither will I 
do cigarettes nor 
alcohol. 

Are you scared of being 
alone? 

I like to be alone, and 1 
find that I have plenty to 
do. 


mm 


spot-10-20,0C)0DM. It 
was a lot of money then 
and I must admit I didn’t 
care very much for 
which product 1 did the 
spot. I oared only for the 


What, for instance? 

I do what I really like: 
reading. I have so many 
books I haven’t read yet. 
For Instance? 

Confucius, Lao-Tse, 


Hesse... 

Heavy stuff! All somewhat 
spiritual. 

Yes, I’m Interested in all 
these things. 

Also astrology? 

I believe a lot in 
astrology because all the 
great changes ih my life 
were written in the 
stars. Separation from 
the women in my life; 
the decision to go to New 
York. Even my 
success... 

Nonsense? 

Well, you can look upon 
it that way, but I don’t. 
The great changes in my 
life are predestined and 
programmed. 

Please look into the future 
for us. 

I don’t want to do that. 
But now and then I look 
at astrological forecasts 
and find them come 
correct. Astrology is 
after all the oldest 
science... 

Objection! 

Oh yes, science for me is 
experience and 
astrology is experience. 
For thousands of years 
the stars have been 
observed and 
conclusions were made 
from these observations. 
When in ancient Greece, 
stars were observed and 
interpreted they 
were still living in trees 
here! 

Does your wife share your 
opinions? 

Sybille is much more 
realistic than I am. She 
is no great believer in 
esoteric matters, but she 
lets me be... 


WOMEN 


Women! What role do they 
play In your life? 

They have given me 
much. Brigitte, a 
wonderful woman, gave 
me two sons. And Eiiana 
too was a wonderful 
woman; one could not 
wish for a better woman. 









But that 8 how it is in 
life. One does things and 
can’t understand why 
one acts in a certain 
manner or why one 
doesn’t. I met Sybille and 
within two months I 
asked her to marry me 
even though ... 

Diana was the ideal woman? 
Exactly, but I never 
proposed to her. 

And why doe$ one leave 
such a wonderful woman? 

I really don’t quite 
know But I had 
suddenly found 
something that was still 
strange. I fell in love 
with Sybille. I had 
always said I would 
never marry again. 

And now Sybille is the 
woman in your life-until 
death do us part. 

Who knows what life 
has in store? I can only 
say; the last two years 
with Sybille were a 
dream. 

Again: what are women to 
you? 

They should be 
partners. 

With equal rights? 

Yes. 

Your first wife, according to 
the media, demanded too 
much from you. A ball In 
Vienna, an opera in 
Bayreuth. She wanted you 
to be a man of the 
world and that ruined your 
relationships. 

Do you really think I 
oould be forced to do 
anyttiing what I don’t 
like? But then so many 
asto nishin g things are 
written about me. 

Vienna was an unique 
experience for me. I 
actually took dancing 
lessons for that ball. 

And then you go there 
and 6000 people storm 
the dancing space. One 
cannot dance properly at 
all tben-so I learnt 
ballroom dancing all for 
nothing. But actually it 
was great fun. 

It seems you know many 


I Mlm a M h KMm 
lucaase all gnat 
ehaagas In mr Ilia wen 
written In the stars, 
separatton ttom the wamen 
In my Hie; Uie ttmsislan to 
go In New York. Esen my 
success... 
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stage and film personalities 
and politicians. What do 
they mean to you? 

There are just 
acquaintances. Some of 
them are very nice, some 
are less so, and there are 
some who are grreat 
company. 

How do you see yourself in 
your dreams? 

I dream of snakes when 
I’m nervous. And there 
is a repetitive dream; I 
grew up ui a fourth floor 
flat in Qeising in a large 
block of flats. I often 
leaned so far out of the 
window that I could look 
into the flat below. And 
now in my dreams I 
often fall out of that 
window into the back 
yard.. 

You once said, 'I’m only a 
footballer.’ There is sadness 
in that statement and also, 
some inferiority feelings. 

For a long to me, I was 
\inhappy with my 
education. Had I not 
been able to play football 
so well I would have 
ended up as an 
in8\irance agent. And 
' then 1 would have 
blamed my parents for 
not having been strict 
with me. They and also 
my teachers wanted to 
send me to high school 
but I didn’t wauit to. I 
had seen that most of my 
classmates had no time 
for anything but their 
studies. But later on I 
regretted not having 
done my high school 
leaving certificate. I 
wanted to do it in 
evening classes but 
realised it was not 
possible besides football. 

I would have liked to 
study medicine. 

Back to sports: Your 
successor Berti Vogts has a 
tough job? 

Actually, in some ways, 
it will be easier for him. 
When I started in ’84, 
the team was not good, 
neither was its 







[ reputation But now, 
Borti has a perfect set-up 
where the medical fcare 
ia tope, they are all first 
class people 
Adfenlthaler is the only 
one to leave - all others 
still continue. The East 
German footballers will 
join and the choice is 
even better or p^reater. 
Does Vogts have the 
necessary charisma? 

You'll see! One has to 
give him a fair chance. I 
know him for a long 
time We were not 
always on the same 
wavelength but in the 
past six years, I learnt tc 
appreciate him. I know 
his work, his loyalty. If 
Borti needs me. I’ll be 
there for him. He is the 
ideal person. 

'. Sponsor Mercedes Benz do 
not quite agree. Berti does 
not seem to fit into the 
image of a fashionable 
Mercedes Benz driver. 

The contract with 
Daimler is not for the 
person but with DFB. 
Besides, it is still my job 
to care for Mercedes 
people, also in future. 
Mercedes is an armaments 
concern. The Number One 
company in Germany. You 
have no scruples about 
that? 

Gentlemen, I hope the 
time for military action 
has passed. Against 
whom should one 
prepare for war? 

That’s a good question. Oo 
put it to the Daimler-Benz 
Board of Directors! 

Maybe soon, we don’t 
need any military. No 
borders, nothing! God 
must have wanted it that 
way. Maybe we will g^et 
there one day. At least, if 
we want to keep Mother 
Earth alive, we have to 
do that. Although 
unfortunately, we are 

I still murdering Mother 
Earth. 

Do ^ engage yourself in 
seeing that Mother Earth 


HELMUT KOHL SCORES AS KAISER LOOKS ON 


Just now everyililng has a 
political 

connotatlon...Boris Bockor 
givos bis politicai opinions 
and 1 told him ho is nuts. 
But i prefor to koop m 
opinions to mysell 


remains alive? 

I wo\Ud like to do that. 
But I don’t want to be 
tied down just now with 
concepts or dogmas. 

And everything done 
just now has too much of 
a political connotation. 
You don’t want to have 
anything to do with politics? 
No. 

How is it then that 
Chancellor Kohl flies in for 
the final and even finds his 
way to the showers? 

That is distinction for 
the team, for football, if 
the Chancellor finds 
time to be there, for the 
final. 

Are you against 
sportspeople who talk about 
politics? 

No, I didn't care. When 
Boris Becker gives his 
political opinions, 1 told 
him he is nuts. But he 
felt that he had to say it 
and so he did. But I keep 
my opinions to myself. 

If you had your say in the 
German Football 
Association, what would 
you change? 

There are many things 
we cannot change, 
unfortunately. The best 
players go to Italy. It 
cannot be changed and I 
know it is hard on us. 

’The Federal League, 
(Bundesliga) is doing 
well even though Italy is 
doing better in many 
ways. The structure of 
their League is better; 

Not so much can be 
changed in the German 
Football Association. What 
about FIFA, the 
international Football 
Association? 

Something should 
happen there. It is run 
by theoreticians. They 
bother about rules for 
dressing and do not 
address the essential 
issues. The 

three-tier-order among 
the players must be 
abolished. The two 
substitutions should not 
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What Boris (Becker) has 
done for German sport, no 
one has done hefore him. 
He stands mites above 
everyone. No Beckenhauer 
can touch him 


take place out of the five 
players home on the 
substitutes list but out of 
the entire squad. The 
substitutes need the 
feeling' of being part of 
it. Also timings between 
finals should be changed 
too. We had eight days 
break between the pre 
quarter finals and the 
quarter finals in Italy. 
Madness! And then only 
two days break before 
the semi-finals. Good 
football cannot be played 
that way. The world 
championships last too 
long. Three weeks are 
enough. And as far the 
referees, there should be 
at least two per match. 
There should also be 
trained linesmen. It is 
nonsense to use umpires 
at the touch line. Also, I 
would not appoint a 
South American for a 
Germany-Holland 
match. This only 
provokes errors in 
judgement. He does not 
know the European 
mentality. 

THE WORLD CUP" 

The World Cup was a grand 
success according to the 
officials. However, footbail 
is in a critical situation. 
There have never been so 
few goals. The much 
acclaimed strikers did a 
poor show. European power 
football with little 
imagination triumphed, a 
game poor in exciting goal 
scenes and technical 
ingenuity. Besides^ the 
matches were constantly 
interrupted, 40 to 50 
times, on an average. 
Football became boring. 
Rubbish! The World Cup 
met all expectations. 
There was good football. 
FIFA, however, made a 
mistake. They wanted 
particular liair play and 
therefore made the 
umpires feel insecure. 
FIFA took away their 


own personalities 
because the referee had 
to blow the whistle for 
anything trifle and this 
had a negative influence 
m many matches. Also, 
many of the matches 
were played in the 
afternoon. It was too hot 
then. That was one of 
the reasons for fewer 
goals. 

Yes, and matches have 
become faster. We heard all 
that before. Why not play 
with only ten players in 
future? 

Right, it would creat 
more apace. I would also 
prefer this! There woiild 
be nicer football. 

What about the World Cup 
in ‘94. There are new 
markets out there and the 
slogan is: cash. The venue 
is the USA. But it looks like 
it is going to be a gigantic 
flop. Hai^y anyone is 
interested in football there. 
Newspapers didn’t carry the 
World Cup reports and 
viewers for TV were almost 


zero. 

Indeed. America is not a 
football nation. But then 
it is the job for FIFA to 
create a certain 
awareness. America is a 
huge continent and it is 
an enormous economic 
power. I feel that if one 
of the large TV 
companies accepts the 
TV rights, it will work 
out. 

Well, if... 

If they don’t do that, 
then there is a chanc-e 
that the next World Cup 
might not be held in the 
USA. But actually the 
USA is an ideal place. 
They have the necessary 
infrastructure, the 
stadia are wonderful, 
everything is perfect. 

I’m sure spectators will 
also come. 

You sound optimistic. There 
are rumours that you will be 
asked to do the organising? 
If the Americans want 
me, they have to 
approach me. So far, it 


has not happened. I’m 
not going as trainer I 
You need a consortium 
to organise a World Cup 
People like Peter 
Ueberroth who 
organised the Olympic 
Games in Los Angeles. 
Henry Kissinger who 
had connections. You 
need top managers from 
the large concerns. 
Kissinger, Ueberroth, 
Beckenbauer...that would 
be right trio? 

You couldn’t do any 
better than working 
with these people. 
Economic success is 
guaranteed then. 

You talk like a businessman 
and not as a sportsman. 
Markets and 

money—football is a side 
issue. 

It is question of football. 
But sport is dependent 
on economy. You can’t 
organise such Games 
any more without 
sponsors. You can’t go 
back to the Olympics of 
1896. 


BORIS BECKER 

In the present sports scene. 
Whom do you admire most? 

No question about it It 
is Boris Becker. 

Why? 

What Boris did for 
German sport no one 
has done before him. He 
is the exceptional 
sportsman and, 
remember, he does it all 
alone! It’s gigantic how 
he manages all this 
while only 22! At his 
age, I was an absolute 
child. Boris is a miracle 
for me. I admire him 
profoundly'. 

Actually, that should be a 
pity for you. If there wasn’t 
a Boris, you would be ‘it.’ 

I don’t need that. I’m 
happy for Boris. He 
stands miles above 
everyone. No 
Beckenbauer can touch 
him. • 
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Merwyn 

The 

Magician 
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Since 1981 liicinn 
All lines have bee n moi e 
dominant in the Nelii u 
h(x ki V than Boiis 
Beckt 1 at Wimbledon 
Airline sate the onlv 
sid( to h ivi won thrice 
in a row 19S1 80 won 

again in 1988 and 1990 
In 1987 they lost in the 
final to Boidei Security 
Poico Credit must go to 
coaches ex Olvnipiaiife 
Inani iii Rehman and 
Asliok Kumai They 
don t only win but they 
do It in style every time 
Their open attacking 
style of hextkey has won 


them many admiiers 
This year IA was 
coac heel by Ashok 
Kumar only as Inam 
was away in Argentina 
Ashok IS to be praised 
for many innovations 
IA showed remat kablc 
variety in c onverting 
p( 11 iltycomers M F 
Singh Shak(( 1 and Sujit 
Kuniai worked as a trio 
and bemused op}xising 
deU ndeis who wi re 
uruei tarn il M P Singh 
would sti ike dii ect oi 
flic k to his left or r ight 
or stop dribble and 
shoot or pass The 
winning goals in the 
final came due to 
indirect penaltycoinei 
coineisions Ashok was 
askt d why the same 
players when 
tepi esenting India could 
nc t show such variation 
in conver sion of penalty 
coi ners His reply was 
astute At Indian 
Airlines we make 
thinking playei s and do 
not believe in 
regimentation 
Legendary Dhyan 
Chand s son Ashok 
Kumar is proving an 
ideal motivator Met wyri 
was hesitant to play in 
the final when lA were 
getting bogged down by 
the (our man midfield of 
the Punjab and Sind 
Bank Ashokchanged 
the game strategy And 


r- UMEROUS 

imbroglios 

N marred the 
27th Nehru 
Hcxikey 

-Tournament 

at Delhi Because the 
absence of clearcut 
guidelines by the 
tournament committee 
often had led to 
embairassing 
situations The initial 
confusion arose in the 
vital pre quarterfinal 
clash between six 
times champions 
Indian Airlines and the 
powerful Railway 
Coach Fac tory (RCF) of 
Kapurthala This was 
billed as the thriller of 
the 1990 tournaments 
However, the match 
was a non starter 
Befoi e the match 
started lACpiotested 
about the inclusion of 
two RCF playei s 
foi wai db Subodh 
Khandekar and 
half back Abdul Azu 
and BNR s Janies 
Kerketta in the RCF 
team lAC claimed that 
these three players 
were inel gible to play 
for a team based in 
Punjab, as they were 
not registered there 
But the RCF 
authorities claimed 
that the Railway 
Sports Control Board 
bad given permission 
for the three players to 
represent RCF as no 
other units of their’s 
were participating in 
the Nehru 
tournament 
Permission to play 
Balwmder Singh of I 

Northern Railway waa | 
also sought However, 3 
lAC disagreed and the I 
Nehru tournament “■ 

organisers upheld the 
protest RCF then 
mysteriously 
diaappeareid from the 
tournament on the 
next day and I AC got a 
walk'overtothe 
quarter*!!!^ league 


Ensure 

Clearcut 

Guidelines 


phase • 

Ironically, 

Khandekar, Aziz and 
Koi ketta had played 
for RCF m then 
previous match, a 1 0 
win over KME in the 
third round There was 
no protest then The 
tournament committee 
let It pass When lAC 
protested about the 
same players they 
spi ung into action 
The scheduled match 
was postponed for a 
day '^he matter was 
discussed till midnight 
and RCF was asked to 
pi ove the bonafides of 




/a 


the transfer they 
preferred to vnthdraw 
Harbinder Smgh, 
the Railways coach for 
the forthcoming 
Jammu Nationals, 
explained the 
batjkgmauni^ forthese, 
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A Tale Of Woo 


ECEMBER 9 beinff an 
auspicious day for marriag:es in 
Noith India was unfortunately 

- inauspicious foi Jalandhai & 

Punjab and Sind Bank Ihe lalandhai 
bankinen had hoped to fulfil thoir hockey 
dream winning the piestig'ious 
Jawahai lal Nehi u hockey toui nanient for 
the lir&t time 

Managf i f’haianjit Singti was justiticd 
in his optimism Ilesaid Piioi tothe 
Ni hi u meet we had played in six 
toui nameiits this season and won foui 
finals At Delhi wt had won two 
sure 1 SSIvt tournaments theSanjay 
Gandhi Mcmoi lai and the BSF Silvei 
Jubilee Gup We had beaten Indian 
All lines at Delhi and weic confident of 
doing it again in thi Nehi u final 

llowi vfci C hai anjit Sing’ll and Punjab 
and Sind Bank sdieams were shatteied 
fllynipian Gundeep Kumai left for home 
as he was getting mar i led on the day of 
the final And to add to then woes speedy 
winger Ram Sai an c c usidei ed the next 
outsifle left foi Indu now that Tho bahas 


retired was also Unavailable Thoieason 
the inevitable man lage m the family 

Ram Sell an went home as his brothei 
Ashok Kumar the formoi India lull bac k 
was getting niai i led Full bat k Haijeet 
Singh the penalty coinei expint was 
about to leave Delhi as his sistci was 
getting mai ried Howevei the harassed 
Punjab and Sind Bank offit lals i aught 
him at the station and cajoled him to play 
the final 

The absent e tif G undeep and Ram Satan 
made the diffeience 1 tie thiust of then 
for waidime was missing The jiiomptings 
of Ripudaman and Sanjeev Kumai wt it 
not utilised As they say it in vei i uns but 
poms centie hall and 19H1 Olympian 
Rajindei Singh twisted his ankle .md 
became a meie passt nger in tin st»cond 
half when lA SCO! ed txith goals A 
dejected Chaianjit Singh said Lut k u is 
against us and the stai s weu against us I 
had been persuading Gundeep toaltci his 
marriage date but tlie pundit i ult d 
otherwise We were destined not to win 
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Qoaimoiith action: Indian 
AMInaa varaua PunM 
and Sind Bank In thalinat 

^ mjnBterloua tranafara. 
IfeaBld: The probkblaa 
tc» the Bailways team 
fbr the Naticmala wero 




training i^the Kamail 
Singh Stadium, Delhi 
at the same time aa the 
Nehtu tournament 
Wd wanted to play fua 
many Railway 
fs poBsihIa for RCTao 
that Uiey pendd get 


combined practice So 
we took permission 
from the RSCB, as 
Central and Northern 
Railways were not 
participating ” Later 
Aziz and Kerketta also 
confirmed that they 
had not sought 
transfer to RCF It was 
just a ploy to get 
combined practice 
The Nehru 
tournament 
organieers were 
justilled m their 
decision. However, 
they must realise that 
“Justioe must not only 
be done but also seen to 
he done "The 
impression gained was 
that thO decision was 
taken to please lAC 
After all, EME also lost 
toRO^ with the three 
additional players. 

Also North-Eastern 
Railway played 
gotdkeeper Shallander 
RbDgh, who is yet to be 
en^j^iyed by them. 


“Shailender is yet to 
get his confirmation 
letter ” So N E 
Railway should also 
have been pulled up 
But surprisingly no 
action was taken The 
organisers should be 
clear on rules about 
such incidents 
Ideally. EME should 
have been pi omoted to 
play LAC in the 
pre-ifuanei finals A 
walk-over to lAC was 
not really fair play 
Also RCP’s needless 
subterfuge could have 
been avoided Their 
team was obviously 
depleted Inside-nght 
Oaljit Singh turned 
out for Rock Rovers in 
the same tournament 
So instead of RCF. they 
could have played as a 
Railways XI This 
needless imbroglio just 
left a bad taste and is 
typical of the careless 
adminstration of 
contemporary Indian 
hookey 
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fANKA » AHMA 

itclickixl Right-winger 
Muke'sh Kumar was 
shifted to 

ccntie forward and 
inside toi wards Merwyn 
and Atif Idris kept 
intert hanging positions 
to shake off their 
markers lAs 1990 
Nehiu vu tory is all the 
more commendable os 
they were without ace 
centre-forward Jagbir 
Singh, who was on duty 
for Asia at Kuala 
Lumpur 

The revelation of the 
tournament was IFFCO 
In the pre-quarter finals 
they strok^ out five 
times champions BSF 
6-4 They were unlucky 
not to reach the semis 
In a vital quarter-final 
league match, they led 
Puiyab and Sind Bank 
3 1 but lost 

concentration, wasted a 
penalty stroke and 
allowed the Jalandhar 
bankmen to draw level 


“At Indian 
Airlines we make 
tblnkinn players 
and do not 
believe In 
reglmentation”- 
^oacb Asbok 
Kumar 


at 3-3 Thestickwork 
and speed of left-winger 
R S Bisht, right-winger 
Saleem and 

inside-forward S Noor 
was memorable It was 
IFFCO's best showing in 
a domestic tournament 
since they won the 
Beighton Cup in 1987 
IFFCO are like Aryan 
euid Rajasthan clubs in 
Calcutta football, a good 


nursery to develop 
talent After their 
Beighton Cup triumph, 
several of their players 
were poached by other 
teams Now Indian 
Airlines have already 
signed on outside-left 
R S Bisht, a potential 
international 
With the retirement of 
Thoiba Singh, the 
search is on for a new 
outside-left for Iridia 
Judging by the displays 
at Delhi, Punjab and 
Sind Bank's Ram Saion 
IS the best bet Young 
Bisht of IFFCO also has 
great potential and 
should be a serious 
contender Both Ajitpal 
Singh and Ashok 
Kumar also fe^l that 
India should search for 
genuine inside-forwards 
instead of making 
Gundeep Kumar and 
Jagbir play in such 
unusual positions 
Ashok Kumar still 







The Indian Airlines team 
with the Nehru trophy: 
their seventh triumph 

feels that Meiwyn is the 
best inside-forward in 
India Blit Merwyn 
categorically says 'I 
love hockey and will 
continue to play for my 
unit Indian Airlines, but 
at 31 years I cannot take 
the strain of 
international hockey 
and the long training 
camps ” Sadly except for 
Ripudaman Kumar who 
IS also unwillmg to join 
long training camps, 
there were no 
outstanding 
inside-forwards on view 
Young Sanjeev Kumar 
of Puiy ab and Sind 
Bank, a favourite of 
former national coach 
M P Ganesh, has shown 
rapid improvement and 
deserves a recall to the 
India team 
NovyKspadia,IMhi 








OFURTSWORLI) iruigazine, of 
O late, has bocomp a littlo eri’atif 
ThR magazine seems fo )iave 
developed a fancy for Tmran 
Khan First Imi an was on the 
cover, then on the jxister and in 
articles like 'Is Imran Khan a 
Junkie'? There are ma ny readers 
who really don't care alxjut Imran 
and his |x>rsonal life 

I think it's high 1 ime you spared 
us readers the agon.y of l eading 
on Imran 
SUDIPTOnAS. 

Bombay _ _ 


Disheartening i 

R ogfumill 

rlid not live i 





R OGFIU MILLA Irom Cameroon. 

rlid not live up to I he 
expectations of the stn cer loving 
fraternity ofCalrutta Ihs 
performance and attiiude in the 
city was very disheai lening 
Incidentally, he liapiiens to be 
the second World Cupper to have 
put a poor pel forniance in the 
city The legendary I’cle al.so let 
down the football lovms of I he cit.v 
in 1977. 

TANMOY. 

Caknitta 

StUl In The Cold mammmmmmm 

T he BCCI ha,s made a good move 
by bringing in players who, for 
some reason or the other, were 



sidelined by the previous Board 
Yet, they seem to have forgotten a 
player who in the past had saved 
India on many an occasion. 
Mohinder ‘Jimmy’ Amarnath 
surely rates as one of the best 
batsmen produced by India 


Now that Perestroika is 
happening in the cricket Board (at 
least we believe soj will the 
selectors turn an eye on him‘^ It is 
up to the new Board to revive his 
ruined career 
S. SURESH. Madurai 


57 










fj 




ROUNDUP 












JAMNAC'.AK 


taterlMversUy IT 


B ombay has ,tlw IVS maintdineci 
its ti dflitioii ()l pi oduc inff 
talenU d sfxjr ts|j» isuns in various 
disLipliiK s fioiii time to tiin* The 
final i( suits of the 


if‘< 1 ntiv I OIK hided West Zone 
' inti i iiiuvf I sit y table tennis 
toui nanient at Jamnagar sug-jfest 
that as long' as there atf 
pi omisinff players aplenty 
Bombay will reign seipieme in the 
I spoits arena 

The Bombay boys and girls did 
then univeisity pioud by winning 
their respective team events It 
was a fine [jerfoi mance by the 
Bombay collegians considering 
there wei e nearly 400 
pai tic ipants in the fray from 
Gujarat. Goa Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan The number of 
teams in the boys sc'ction was a 
staggering 35 and 38 on the 
distaff side 

The runners up in the boys and 
girls’ sections weie Gujarat 
University and Uevi Ahalya 
University of Indoie respectively 
Bombay Univei sity’s Kishor 
Mundargi (captain), Sanjeev 
Mehra, C R Narayan, Anjan Dutt, 
Shilpa Taklar (captain), Sonali 
Gandhi, Sushma Vaidya and 
Shilpa Pandikar gave an excellent 
display 

The best player in the boys’ 
category was Sanjeev Mehra of 
Bombay, according to a panel of 
judges, Sonali Gandhi of Bombay 
was named the best player in the 
girls’ section Gujarat’s Malay 
Thakkar, was given a special prize 
for his spirited showing 
throughout the competition 


RA.JKOr 


nnooMaiikadCiIcbBt 


A FIGHTING century by its 
Aopener in the second essay 
(Xiuld not bring home the 
prestigious Vinoo Mankad 
Trophy for Rajkot City Set to 



The Bombay University team: 
winners of the Inter-University 
TT tournament at Jamnagar 

scoie a modest 336 in 55 overs on 
a placid Municipal Coi poration 
ground wicket the defending 
champions were sent packing foi 
a paltry 206 in 48 overs 
The sole consolation for Rajkot 
City was a brave innings of 103 by 
Bipin Puiara But then to play 
such a kncxik and make exactly 
half of his team’s overall total and 
yet end up on a losing side must 
have been a big disanpointment 
foi the always courageous 
Saurashtra Ranji batsman It was 
anybody’s game till Rest of 
Saurashtra won the match in the 
dying hours by a wafer-thin 
margin of 29 runs on the 
concluding fourth day 
The Vinoo Mankad Trophy is an 
annual fixture between the Rest of 
Saurashtra and the winner of the 
inter-district Jai-Hind Trophy the 
previous year 


The packed stadium witnessed 
an exciting few hours cricket 
when Rajkot City staited chasing 
an attainable 236 BipinPuiara, 
who cut an extremely son y figui e 
in the first innings went for his 
strokes right from the word go 
There was a good suppoi t from 
Piyush Khakhar, Pankil Kariya 
Bijpal Jadeja and Chetan Mankad 
But they weie unable to produce 
the lusty hitting wich was the 
need of the hour 
The fielding was so brilliant, 
runs were always hard to come by 
It was Pujara s fine technical 
expertise that he could find the 
gaps and play the shots 
effectively Unfortunately, it was 
so-near-yet-so-far roj* Rajkot City 
m the end 


I^FtoQiaD 


TF there is any team which reigns 
Asupreme in soccer m these parts 
of India, it is decidedly ONOC, 


5S 








Ik' ^ 


fiaroda. That it has a string of 
promising players was there for 
.all to see when it lifted the 
prestigious Phulchhab Trophy at 
Rajkot recently Its handsome 
victory over Rajkot City Police 
(RCP) in the first ever Gujarat 
open night football tournament 
was a welcome addition to the 
valuables in the ONGC cupboard, 
already inundated with a variety 
of sports trophies 
RCP began the proceedings on a 
right note, scoring the first goal 
of the final through a penalty. But 
it failed to capitalise on the crucial 
lead given by Pares h Sodha and 
very soon the RCP footballers 
were exposed and rendered 
impotent by the men from Baroda 
who seemed to be in a tearing 
hurry to finish the match, 


The equaliser fixim Pradip Patel 
in the fir-st half dself put the 
writing on the wall for the local 
football unit The policemen 
committed many glaring errors, 
especially when it came to 
converting penalty kicks into 
goals, and once D Mandal hit the 
second goal for ONGC, 
the tie was sealed 

The event was held to mark the 
Foundation Day of the Rajkot 
Municipal Corporation, with 
prominent football sides of the 
State participating in what was a 
one-week tourney The novel idea 
of playing football at night 
attracted a number of afficionados. 
with the final attracting some five 
thousand odd people. 

Haresh Pandya 


KSICroKahaddt 

T he state level inter-divisioiial 
kabaddi tournament of 
Karnataka State Road Transport 
Corpxiration (KSRTC) was held at 
Mangalore recently, with hosts 
Mangalore division emerging 
victorious They defeated 
Bangaloi-e Transpoi’t Service 
(BTS) Kl-1 3 in an oven tight. 

Mohan Kumar, captain of the 
Mangalore divi.sion, was adjudged 
the best allrounder wlnle 
Purushottam Das, BTS was the 
best catcher and Rangaswami of 
Regional Workshop, Bangalore 
was the best raider 
Michael R. Patrao 



__ 
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Rural Coaching Camp 


School chlldron in »M 12>15yei 
coaching hytho ShMraphull 




are b^ng Imparted football 
District. The camp la 




ingconoucmi 

The cnibfuiiii ^ doaching schenw through locai donations right 
ttirough ths yjs#* Theewnp wdilch has been running for the past four 
years, recadyasfreeballs from the West Bangat Sports Councit. In the 
, Picture. Itfbfiuin SagiHi goalkeeper S.Pynel»glvlni^ tips to 
’'SdhooiehHdren. 













G ( )V I HuysScliool Moti 
I -Kti iidt (i tin II 1( ist f)V(‘i the 
f INK itii)[)li, liyriiKithfi ycai 
will n t111 V 'll |( ill (I Goyt Huys 
Stlioiil lilirii il NdfJtii hyUiirii 
^ I) 1 Is to nil III llin lijial ol tin 'llh 
I Mill i SOI 1 (. I loi schools lit till 
Modi 111 s( hool fJiomid in Nnw 
l)i Ihi 

1 olii pioiiusiiif' boys Visliill 
(I)( llii I’ubiK S( hciol KK I’liiiiiiii 
I Ian on (Hh ii ti Vii Vidya Mhav in) 

'i ishwanl Kawal (Miili II igh) and 
Mohan iJi i p fSpungIc ■>) i ( 
im.iidid I s( hol.ii shif)ot Us I /iOO 
I’cK h by Ai )una awaidm Mt Indni 
Singh Ai ((11 ding to the 
oig imsi IS this was donn to 
j)i oniotn SOI nr in the i apital 

I ooking loi thc'ii fittli 
lonsni utivi win tho holdors fust 
took thu li ad thioiigli Yashwant 
R iwal 1 1 ilok Ihsht and Manoj 
Negi consolidated the tally for the 
winiu i s 

MifaZaimibt li'.iuhan wile of Mi 
Hainesh (’haulian managing 
chi 1 (loi I’ai le Kxpoi Is gave away 
the pi i/es whic h included a 
spicidl pn/e foi VishalSiigai of 
Spiingdli s foi his double 
h il 1 1 II k in one match Mount St 


Mrs. Zalnab Chauhan, wife of the 
Parle Exports Managing Director 
Mr. Ramesh Chauhan, with the 
winners Moti Bagh School, New 
Delhi 


Mary s won the pri^e foi the best 
maich past 

Rasheed Kidwai 


hlOP seeded Oil India Ltd (OIL) 

JL were the team Championships 
in both the men’s and women s 
event respectively in the XIIPSCB 
Inter Unit Table Tennis 
Tournament at the Talkatora 
Indoor Stadium in New Delhi 



The Indian Railway team Is all smiles as they win the national cricket 
championships defSatIng Karnataka In the final 


















The Press CKib of Bangalore won the f lve*a>skie football tournament. 
They defeated Everest Advertising 2 •^ In the final. In the loser's plate 
final, MAA Communications beat UB Group (2-0). Twenty-four teams 
took part in the tournament. 


In the finals of the men s 
championships OIL trounced 
Indian Petro Chemicals Ltd 
(IPCL) by 3 matches to nil 
Gautam Hazanka (OIL) beat 
Satish Patel (IPCL) 21-11,21 19 in 
the first encounter while Tridip 

Dowrah (OIL) overcame Kalpesh 
Thakkar (IPCL) 21-19, 21-16, m 
the second match In the doubles, 
Gautam and Ravi Vashist (OIL) 
rallied from behind to defeat 
Kalpesh and Rajul Sheth (IPCL) 
20-22, 27-15 and 21 25 to clinch 
the title for OIL 

In the women’s championships, 
OIL demolished ONGC 3-0 
Former national champion 
Monalisa B Mehta (OIL) crushed 
B Boro (ONGC) 21-10, 21-9, while 
Papari Hazanka (OIL) overcame 
A Bora(ON(3C) 21-12, 24-22 
After a stiff fight from Bora in the 
extended second game In the 
doubles encounter, Monalisa and 
Papan had no difficulty in 
eliminating A Bora and B Bora to 
win the match 3-0, and with the 
second title for OIL 

Earlier in the semifinals, OIL 
defeated second seeded IOC 3-0, 
while IPCL crushed BPCL by the 
same margin, in the men’s team 
event 
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TOP 



vtry winter top tennis professionals converge in 
Calcutta tor an r vent that s being talked about in the circuit 
Your tennis calendar now has a red letter day 


DECEMBER 23RD 26TH. 1990 


<p Helping sports come alive 


DPS/Sn-M 


I NJURIES pose obsta¬ 
cles to the body, preventing you from 
exercising at any serious intensity simply 
because of the pain This pain usually 
diminishes as the body heals But injuries 
also exact a psychic toll, and if you’re not 
strong enough to confront and hurdle^our fear 
about ro-iryury, you might never again return to 
your favourite sport or exercise routine 
Tenms pro Stephanie Rehe knows all about 
injury and the trials of staging a comeback She 
found herself woefully behind by two sets—7 
games to 5, then 4-1 -in the recent Virgima 
Shms of Los Angeles tenms tournament, in a 
match that pitted her against the fifth-ranked 
player in the world, Gabriela Sabatini 
Considering that this was only her fourth 
tournament in 21 months, that she had suffered a 
severe back injury in a car crash in Chicago, 
undergone disc surgery and followed that with 
months of difficult rehabilitation, it would have 

GET 

BACK! 


been understandable if Rehe collapsed before the 
powerful Argentinian 

Though only 20 years old, Rehe is a seasoned 
veteran of the tennis wars She’s also a talented, 
aggressive player 

At age 13 she received her first pro ranking, 
and she's still the youngest to compete in a 
Virgpma Slims tournament 

She was ranked No 10 in the world before her 
November, 1088, accident, and on her return to 
the game Rehe was given a temporary ranking of 
44 


Losing to Sabatim would push her closer to 
100 Yes, it would be said that she came back 
from her injury But not quite far enough 
“I blocked out all excuses about having a bad 
back,” Rehe recalls of her Los Angeles match, 
"and I just changed my own tenms tactics against 
Oabnela ” To Sabatmi’s dismay, Rehe won the 
next five games and went on to capture the third 
and final set from Sabatim, 6-4 * 

“Many athletes don’t make it back,” says Dr 
Jeff Saal, the consulting physician who super¬ 
vised Rehe’s recovery “Stephanie's one of the few 
to come back, and it’s a real victory for her ” 
“Stephame has the drive and mternal motiva¬ 
tion to return to tenms and be the best that she 
can This doesn’t mean she has to be number 
one,” says Randy Huntington, the sports per¬ 
formance expert who set up her rigorous train¬ 
ing routine last February. “I have a feeling that 











her motivation will take her right to the top in the 
very near future ” 

Coming back from any injury is difficult, but 
recovering from a back injury is especially diffi¬ 
cult, because all athletic movements rely on the 
back for proper execution 

“From my injury, I’ve learned what pain is all 
about,” says Rehe “I’ve had enough for a life¬ 
time ” But even with all the pain and rehabilita¬ 
tion, Rehe was still deternuned to play tennis 
again 

After getting clearances from her surgeon, 
Rehe met with Huntington, a tramer of many 
Olympic athletes, and began intensive two-hour 
exercise sessions five days a week 

The workouts were designed to strengthen her 
back, mcrease her conditioning, build muscle 
and increase her speed 

This was a lot to expect from only three months 
of work, but Huntington says that Rehe was able 
to build herself up to almost 80 percent of her 
abilities 

The hardest thing Rehe had to overcome was 
the fear that she would reinjure her back and 
suffer the pain again 

“It’s a problem anyone with an injury has to 
deal with,” Huntington says “But as Stephame 
progressed in our work, she saw that even 
though she was in discomfort, she wasn’t going 


to hurt herself She became confident that the 
pain she was feeling was not the same that she 
had when she first injured her back 
Rehe’s daily rehabilitation programme in¬ 
cluded physical therapy, swimming and run 
mng She also tried to build strength by using 
Keiser air-powered exercise equipment 

If a weight load became too much for her back, 
Rehe simply pressed a button oi stepped on a 
pedal and the weight load eased off immediately 
Rehe also worked out with elite track and field 
athletes, runmng intervals on a track, doing 
hght polymetnc bounding drills to increase her 
on-oourt explosiveness to the ball 

“Because of my injury. I've learned a lot about 
training and recovery, and also about the import¬ 
ance of giving your body the time it needs to 
recover,” says Flehe “Rest, as I found out, is just 
as important as putting in a lot of hours on the 
court You can t skip either one ” 

It certainly hasn’t been easy, but Stephanie 
Rehe IS finally back, patiently bmlding herself 
up Next season though, she’ll be a better athlete, 
Himtington says 

“With mcreased speed and power, her back 
problems hopefully behmd her, she should be 
making news regularly once again for her 
tennis ” 


A«la FdMuras 
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This is the 


inside story oS 
the world of 


bodybuilding 


i'f 


II m ALWAYS 
want to 
or(;aU'liofoo.s 
Jiiknwlion 
yon .sne a 
.statue you 
icicntii'y Itiat person as 
doiiif? somethmp;' fjre-at ’ 
And .so, as you enter the 
heart of Weider Healtti 
and Fitness in I^js 
Angeles, you are 
confronted with a godly 
.](,)«; Welder, shining in 
bronze 
The stat lie's 


moustachioed head, 
copied a milhonfold on 
company pnxlucts, is 
the epicentre of the 
Welder myth, a 
rags-to-riches tale of a 
lonely prophet of the 
vascular vernacular 
Acoordi ng to .Joe, just as 
the Catholic Church has 
the Hope, musclemen 
have him, aka The 
Master Blaster 
Millions of disciples 
on every continent - an 


estimated 20 million in 
the US alone - follow 


his gospel. “Building 
your bfxly is the key to 
success in life" 

Still V-shaped at 08, 
Welder is responsible for 
transforming 
bodybuilding from 
minority freak shows 
into an international 
sulx-'ulture Olympic 
recognition, he now 
thinks. IS only months 
away 

Joe claims credit for 
pi’fxluoing every 
Ijaseball-bicepped, 
melon-del ted, 
ravioh-abdominalled 
champion in the last 40 
years Both Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and 
IjOu Ferrigno (the mean 
green Incredible Hulk) 
owe their careers to him 
In Arnold’s case. Joe 
paid for him to come to 
America from Austria 

The 1983 Mr. Olympia 
Samir Bannout with an 
incredibly young looking 
Betty Weider 



•4 















after discovering him in 
the late Sixties educated 
him in art (they are now 
tx)th big collectors), and 
encouraged him to 
invest in real estate 

He IS a synthesis of 
* ovei-developed 

entrepreneui lal bi am 
and brawn Weidei 
Health and Fitness has 
ridden the crest of the 
Amer lean health 
consciousness bixim and 
by diversifying into 
general ‘ fitness and 
wellness prcxlucts, the 
Welder empir e has a 
stranglehold on the 
American sports 
market 

Encompassing muscle 
mags, sports nuti itiori 
and mus( lebuilding 
^ equipment it is the 
largest fitness company 
in the world, with a 
turnover of $350 
million, 50 per cent 
larger than its nearest 
rival, employing 5,000 
people in peak season 

A former associate 
says “Joe Weidei really 
tapped into people's 
feelings of 
powerlessness in the 
Eighties He understood 
that the world has 
gotten so complex that 
for many people the last 
frontier of power and 
control is their own 
bodies ’’ 

Up at 6 30 every 
morning for an hour’s 
pumping iron to Mozart 
^ or Schubert, Joe lives 
the life of the 
quintessential pensioner 
superhero He will go 
for a long swim before 
hitting the office at nine, 








where he takes cai e of 
all the creative woi k of 
his business the 
photoffraphy the 
advertising and the 
publishing Home by 
seven for a meal he 
reads until going to bed 
— Socrates he says or 
Aristotle 


1 don t read novels I 
left school at 12 to woi k 
and since then I have felt 
so inadequate that I only 
ever want to lead things 
which are seriously 
educational he says in 
a cartoon like 
Polish Jew’sh- 
Canadian American 


twang 

At the coi e of the 
business ai e the 
magazines the 
flagship title Musile 
and Fitness sells ovei 
600 000 and is av.iilable 
in half a dozen 
languages Othei s in the 
stable include Shape 
Men 8 Fitness Flex foi 
competitive 
bodybiiildeis and 
Moxie foi women ovei 
d5 

The key to hisoaily 
success lay in creating 
miiscleboiind supei stai s 
and then using them to 
advei tise his own 
opeialioiis'll his 
magazines Since his 
publications 11 owded 
the mai ket and he had a 


Joe Welder's 
marketing of 
superstars like 
Lou Ferrigno 
(left) helped 


hand in most of the big 
competitions he could 
moi e oi less conti ol the 
bodybuilding woi Id 
The sti ategy was most 
successful with 
Schwaizeneggei in 
1972 Joe paid foi him to 
move to Califoi nia and 
gave him a weekly 
allowanc e to wi ite 
stoi les foi Muse le 
Buildei At that time he 
was Ml Olympia the 
most piestigious and 
Weidei sponsored 
bodybuilding title 
Month by month details 
of Schw.iizencggei s 
life wei e clii oiiic k'd in 
the Ill Igazine foi 
instance on one page 
Ai Hold would lx 
sweai mg that aiiiino 


Even the 
trendlest of 
workout gear 
has the Weider 
name 
emblazoned 
on it 














' A young Joo Welder 
helps an even younger 
Schwarzenegger with his 
I posing 

acids helped him build 
bodymass, and on the 
next he would be in a 
large advert for Joe 
i Welder's ammo acid 
tables 

As his bodybuilders 
began to be famous, the 
concept of Joe Weider 
was elevated to myth 
Each magazine 
mentions his name at 
least 100 times, wliile 
the top stars refer to the 
Weidei Principles of 
Training" as their bible 
Next to the photo of 
the bronze statue are 
written the words “I am 
continuing to make 
bodybuilding training a 
science We must work 
hai d and use oui 
imagination to make our 
sport a profession Joe 
Welder, ti ainei of 
champions 'Hiswife 
Betty, an ex model has 
a column called Body 
By Betty ’, as if all 
knowledge about one’s 
physique was a gift to 
the world from the 
Welders 

Most world-class 




as a father figure 
Fen igno said he 
actually wanted him as a 
father and Joe is the 
first to admit that 
‘Arnold identified me as 
a father 

Antagonists complain 
that I'e 1 uns the sport 
like a monopoly He 
retoi ts by saying that 
the bodybuilders can 


and do appear in rival 
magazines and 
advertisements Last 
year a food supplements 
company unsuccessfully 
sued Welder for not 
accepting $800,000 of 
advertisements in 
Muscle and Fitness and 
Flex, arguing that the 
two magazines created a 
monopolistic 


enviixinment 
In 1984 Samir 
Bannout, the previous 
year’s Mr Olympia, sued 
Joe for conflict of 
interest for placing him 
sixth in that year’s 
competition He alleged 
he lost because he was 
suing Weidei for 
shortchanging him on 
ads he had done, and 
that the judges were 
Weldercionips After 
the case was settled out 
of court, .Joe 
commented Just like 
you know your parents 
love you the 
bodybuildeis know I 
care for them Most in 
the tiade do not dale 
incui thcMastei 

Will there ever be a 
muscle-down like this 
ever again? (From left) 
Lou Ferrigno, Serge 
Nubret and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger 
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bodybuilders talk of Joe 


The master 


blaster8...Schwarzenegg- 


er and Ferrigno flank Joe 

'r-' > ? 

Weider (in grey) 
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Blaster s wrath 
Other accusations of 
unfair play are to do 
with the fact that his 
younger brother, Ben is 
perhaps the second most 
important person in the 
world of bodybuilding 
the president of the 
International Federation 
of Body Builders 
Howevei Ben, who 
refers to his eldei 
brother as his idol has 
been re-elected over y 
four years since 1946 by 
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spot Is fi (li I i( ion 111 tfi( 
will 111 I iipi Iv (lui to its 
sill 1 1 ■- Jll II will) ll IS 
I til ()r ill I of ( 111 1(1 1 fis 
vi( 11 I (Kill tionoi 11 y 
(|ll illllr lllolis fioin 
iiiiivi I i(u s tluoufrhoiif 
till woi 1(1 w is 
iioiiiin ill (1 foi till Notx 1 
I’l i(( pri/i by an 
Anil IK m i( iflcniK in 
I'lH^ 

1 o I hi Hill nliglili IK iT 
boilybuildinc is tin 
gioti s()ui flispliv of till 
vuliiptiiuusly VCini cl 
Hut IS ](x will iigui 
pi opli go to cat iiitldog 
sliow, s so wtiy not fx opIi 
sliows''Itii tuiinan Ixxly 
IS dfti 1 all €i tx, lutifiil 
tiling 

C onipititivi ly till mil 
IS to I 111 \ouI liixlyof ill 
1 it 111 ni I till vast ulai 
look and to hdvf ,is 


The drug-induced 
death of an aspiring 
muscle man is not a 
rare item in the 
news....Perhaps for 
this reason all the 
contestants one asked 
were not overly 
enthusiastic about 
Olympic recognition 


manj iniisilisas 
wi 11 ill vc lopi d as 
poshiblo Judges look 
not only loi si/e but for 
density and sep u ation 
The spoil like dll 
olhei s claims it is the 
most difficult to m.istci 
Piofessionals will plan 
every meal and exercise 
for months before a 
competition Their 
training methods at 






wh it tiini of d ly to have 
cai bohydi ati s new 
ways to pumiJ non that 
touche s the muscles 
othi isian I ic u h in 
kept VC I \ SI (1 et unless 
plasti lid allovi i Wi idi i 
pubhi It ions 

'1 111 SI XU ihty ol till 
overmuscly is always 
bt mg called into 
question how docs Joe 
deal with charges of 
homueioticism’’ 
Bodybuilders die not 
gay because they ai e 
basically mai ho pi'ople 
Some do it to pull gii Is 
hi says maybe missing 
the point 

And autoeioticism ^ 
When a body buildc i 
looks m the miiroi he 
dexsn t Icxik toadmiit 
himself he looks to see 
pi ogi e ss his 

biofeedback He doesn t 
look at the best par ts he 
looks at what to woi k 
on Bodv building like 
anorexia some even 
call the weightgaining 
process reverse 
anorexics — is as much 
a product of insecurities 
about one s own body as 
a quest for an aesthetic 
ideal 

The next step for 
bodybuilding is to 
become an Olympic 


The bronze statue of Joe 
Welder that adorns all his 
products 

spoil ThelFBBis 
cui lently ha^ig talks 
willi till Inte^afioull 
Olympir ( onyhittci on 
the cjuestion*..yhe spin t 
IS wide spi e id enough to 
cfudify and itisahcaciy 
11 (ogiiisod in till Pan 
Amtr K an Pan Asian 
ind World games 
It IS the logical 
conclusion of the male 
genci ation as well as 
fitting homamp to Greek 
mythology 


committee s refusal to 
let Athens stage the 
centcnai y games A 
decision is expected in 
the ncai future 

A perennial obstacle is 
thcuseofstfcioids 
Although the IFBB now 
follows Olympir 
guidchnt s on doping 
(onliols a handful of 
(Oldestants tested 
positive at 1 ist month s 
Mi Olympia in Chicago 
The di ug induced death 
of an aspii mg musi It 
mail IS not a i ai e item m 
thi news 

At theBi itisli (iiand 
Pi ix two months ago I 
was told that what 
looked likf a diabolical 
(asc of 11 lie on the back 
of a bodvbmklei was the 
lesult of steroids 
Per hips lor thisieasoii 
ill the contestants I 
aski cl wi 1 e not ovei ly 
i ntliusi istic about 
Olympic recognition 

Both Joe and Ben ai e 
fasciii lied by the gi eat 
leader s of histoi y and 
htivi at many trnies bi en 
compared to I he m Joe 
has studied the tactic s of 
Churchill Moses 

Even bodybuilding diet is 
a Welder speciality 
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Schwarzenegger: the 
ultimate body 

Mussolini. Stalin and 
Hitler, and collects art 
work and original 
letters of men like 
Washington. Lincoln. 
Einstein and Freud. Ben 
18 an expert on 
Napoleon, having 
lectured widely on the 
subject The film rights 
to the book he wrote on 
him have recently been 
bought up by Jack 
Nicholson 


Month by month, 
details of 

Schwarzenegger's 
life were chronicled in 
the magazine: On one 
page, Arnold would be 
swearing that amino 
acids helped him build 
body mass, and on the 
next he would be in a 
large advert for 
Welder's amino acid 
tablets 


Nietzsche is one of 
Joe’s favourite thinkers, 
and they share similar 
philosophies of “Will to 
Power” - only Joe’s has 
a strong .subtext of Will 
to Muscle “the 
archetype of mankind is 
strength and power; the 
world is motivated by 
power, and, like Greek 
gods, bodybuilders are a 
source of power. 

“My power has been to 
help and improve 
mankind — I made 
people aware that fitness 
and strength are the 
basis of the enjoyment of 
life. Therefore to be 
superfit is best — this is 
my cultural revolution." 

Alex Banos 

THE GUARDIAN 
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R OHTAS SINGH 
of E)elhi won 
the prestigious 
Wills Masters 
Champion 
golfer of the 
year title with a total 
score of 285 His prize 
money of Rs 37,486 is 
amongst the best on the 
Indian Circiut Second 
placed Basad Ah, who 
finished two strokes 
behind Rohtas gfot Rs 
26,000 Circuit leader 
All Sher, finished third 
and pocketed Re 14,422 
What IS significant 
about the achievement of 
Rohtas, Basad and All 
Sher IS that they were 
orginally caddies Later 
they became 
professionals Thetno 
are from lower middle 
class families All Sher 
m lus colourfully 
checked attire belies the 
stereotype image of a 
successful golfer, 
stepping out of a 
Mercedes or some other 
flashy imported car, 
with flunkies around 
him Instead he comes 
from a lower middle 
class family n 
Nizamuddin, at Delhi 
Ali Sher has to 




support a family and 
purchase equipment 
with the money he earns 
from the Indian Circuit 
Explaining his dilemma 
All Sher said “The 
winnings of leading 
golfers in India do not 
exceed Rs 1 ,00,000 In 
contrast, a golfer like 
Paul Azinger of the USA 
earned about 2,90 386 
US dollars 
(approximately Rs 
58,00,000 in one 


season) They are rich, 
we are not In India, all 
golfmg equipment 
needs to be imported 
which attracts 200 per 
cent duty and the costs 
could range from Rs 
30,000-50 000 People 
hke me cannot afford 
such equipment 

"We started our careers 
with second hand or 

Rohtas Singh 
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borrowed equipment 
Even now most of my 
equipment is either 
borrowed or second 
hand I just have to 
make do with it ” 

At the end of the Wills 
Masters Ah Sher has 
notched up more points 
than Rohtas Singh and 
Basad Ah and Feroze of 
Calcutta Sher now leads 
the Indian circmt 
In spite of the success 
of these players, class 
divide in Indian golf 
persists At the posh 
Delhi Golf Club, there is 
a separate changmg 
room and canteen for 
the caddies and 
professionals They do 
not mix with the 
“gentlemen ” Relics of a 
colomal past 
rrC’s contribution to 
Indian golf is laudable 
The total prize money m 
the Indian Golf Circuit is 
R8 271akh% The Wills 
Circuit which has eleven 
tournaments, has prize 
money of about 12-13 
lakhs So nearly half the 
prize money m Indian 
golf is courtesy, ITC 
Explaining the 
philosophy of their 
corporate spmisorship, 




'Holy Trinity' of Golf 


IJlfHAT Kerry Packer was to Australian 
W V cricket, IPAN is to Indian golf. Kerry 
I^ker revolutionised the game 'Down Under* 
with night cricket, colourful clothing, better 
payment for players and slick management. 
Similarly, Indian Public Affairs Network 
(IFAN) has effectively removed the prevailing 
perception in India that golf i^ an elitist game, 
meant for old people. A consulting agency, 
IPAN were hired by ITC to promote their Wills 
Circuit. Ipan have achieved success with Pepsi 
Cola but their contribution to golf is equally 
unique. 

Starting with Wills Southern India Open at 
Bangalore in September, the circuit covers 11 
tournaments. The Wills Masters at Delhi was 
the first tournament in India with the prize 
money exceeding Rs 2,00,000. Now nc has 
been sponsoring golf sin^ 1964 and is the 
largest sponsor of golf events in India. 

But the elitist image prevailed. In spite of 
India’s gold medal success in golf in the 1962 
Asiad, and the exploits of Lakshman Singh, 
Rajiv Mohta and professionals Ali Sher and 
Based Ali, it was felt the game belonged to a 
coterie. The written media also only used golf 
spocialists and not regular journalists to cover 
golf tournaments. 

But the old images and values changed at 
the Wills Masters in Delhi, thanks to IPAN. 
The charming trio who achieved this feat are 


three young girls Just out of University, 
Qayatri, Tina Ver^ese and Ritu. Known as 
the Holy Trinity’ of golf, they used 
pn^essionaJ marke^g techniques, oodles of 
charm and peiyetual smiles to sell the game. 

Slick booUets with endless trivia, statistios, 
interviews with players, meticulous handouts 
and suddenly golf no longer seemed a stuffy, 
elitist game. IRAN’S charming thrsesome 
produced two devastating booklsts which 
showed how golf can help tourism, ecology 
and the economy. An example gcdf o^rs nu>re 
employment generation opportunities to the 
luiskilled and semi-skilled workers than any 
other sport. 

In Delhi, a caddy is paid Rs, 26 a round of 18 
holes. On most days caddies work both in the 
morning and evening, A golf course requires 
300-350 gardners. Also open spaces in 
metropolitan cities are battle grounds for the 
ooxnmerclal lucre of hlglurlee buildings. IPAN 
showed by clever statistios that open spaces 
can bp commercially lucrative as weU as 
environmentally positive, by having more golf 
courses. Thanks to IPAN. golfing 
terminology,tees, bogeys and birdies no 
longer sounde like double dutch. 

When old age shall this generation waste, 
the contribution of Oayatri, Tina and Ritu to 
India's golfing revolution will be fondly 
remembered. 


Udayan Lall, district 
manager said. “The first 
sponsor of golf in India 
was ITC, both at the 
professional and 
amateur level. We 
started this sponsorship 
in 1964 and it has 
flourished since then 
Our aponsorship is 
gfrowing at the rate of 
about 45 per cent 
annually. Wills has 
become associated with 
Indian golf and we have 
benefited by this 
image.” 

The prize money on 
the Indian Circuit seems 
adequate but is meagre 
compared to the 
lucrative circuits in 
Europe and the USA. 
What is worrying 


leading golfers, here is 
that the growth rate of 
sponsorship seems to be 
stagnating. In Europe, 
prize money in 1980 was 
Rs 34 million. A decade 
later the prize money on 
the European Golf 
Circuit was worth Rs 
320 million, a growth 
rate of ten per cent. In 
the USA, RJR Nabisco's 
current year budget for 
the US circuit is Rs 110 
million. No wonder, 
young proa like Rishi 
Narain and Brandon 
D’Souza say, “we need 
more companies like ITC 
to sponsor golf in India, 
otherwise the game will 
not grow.” 

Some of India’s pros 
take part in the lucrative 


South-East Asia Circuit 
in Malaysia and 
Indonesia However, 
costa are prohibitive and 
again the class divide 
emerges in the 
individual sponsorship 
available. KLM 
sponsored Ajay Gupta 
for the eastern circuit 
last year. Brandon 
D’Souza is sponsored by 
Power and Rishi Narain 
by ITC. Now Brandon, 
Ajay and Rishi are from 
the upper echelons of 
society and so they have 
worked out good deals 
for themselves. They get 
individual sponsorship 
for foreign trips also. 

However, Rohtas 
sponsored by JCT and 
Ali Sher sponsored by 


Allied Motors have their 
sponsorship limited to 
the Indian Circuit only 
Ccdcutta’s Basad Ali 
feels this discrimination 
exists, “As we are not 
from the right class 
background and do not 
speak fluent English. ” 
1990 is the 

bicentenary anniversary 
of French Liberty, 
which upheld liberty 
and the dignity of man. 
So behttingly in such a 
year, the caddies and 
pros of India are 
thinking of forming a 
union and demanding 
their rights. Perestroika 
and Glasnost may strike 
Indian golf sooner than 
anticipated. 

Novy lUfMdla, MM 
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FEDERATION CUP ZONAL ROUNDS 


T ,HE grandiose 
Federation Cup 
zonal rounds 
which were 
introduced by 
the All-India 
Football Federation 
(AIPP) last year, are 
already having many 
teething problems. In 
1989, the North Zona . 
tournament was not 
heW. BSF and JCT were 
nominated to play in the 
Federation Cup final 
rounds at Thrussor. 
This year, the East Zone 
was not held. The ‘Big 
Three'of Calcutta 
automatically entered 
the Federation Cup 
proper at Kinnur. 

S^cette (Ooa) won in 
the West, with Bhilai 
Steel Plant as 
runners-up. With no 
Mahindras, Dempo or 
MRF the Bombay leg 
lacked lustre. What is 
the use of zonal 
tournaments if the best 
do not compete? The 
qxialifying tournament 
for the South has yet to 
get tinderway at the 
timeof going to press. 
The zonal F^eration. 
Cups are rapidly 
becoming an unwanted. ^ 
farce, “no sound np fdiy 
and signifying, 
nothing." Sheer wa^ pf 
time and money. 

There were no takers' 
for the North Zone meet 
this year sOso, since it is 
o^isidered a financial 
liability: Crowds and 
sponsorships are fimited 
andaxpensM are ma^. 
When otherk declined tp. 
phiiTukH^ the 
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•ourlty with the 
MwNdciMioh 
CMP 


waa a laikial^ildi^anture., 
K wBs.not a eajm 


seoretaty Nawabuddin 
Zaheerhadapolntto , 
paove. ForydairalSelhl 
foolhailhaetwimy 
p^agu^ b^.diwp^fon ; 
9xi4 " 





But Qrover and Nawab 
with their dynamic team 
Of workers showed that 
Delhi can do it. And the 
Mevep-dey affair was eo 
'sUok that the organisers 
tumultdus .\' „v 
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and oouJtesy was better 
tban the DC^ or Durand 
tournament.” 

But the oosts were 
pverwhelmin; 

Seqretaiy Zahwr 
ex]4ained: “Aopording' to 
j;0derat^CHi,C^p 
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They also get allowances 
for two days before their 
match and one day later, 
plus both ways first 
class train fare. BSF and 
JCT costs iis about Rs 
35,000 each. Benares 
Heroes cost about Rs 
61,000. The average cost 
of each of the five 
oustation teams was 
about Rs 35,000. Our 
total expenditure was Rs 
4 lakhs ” 

For rich associations 
like t^ Indian Football 
Association (IFA) and 
those of Kerala and Ooa, 
such money is 
chickenfeed But for 
Delhi, raising such 
funds was an awesome 
task Sponsorship is not 
feasible as there is no 
live Doordarshan 
coverage. Crowd appeal 
of teams like Solan 
Youngs (Himachal 
Fradesh), Haryana State 
Electricity Board 
(HSEB) and Benares 
Heroes (UP) is 
negligible. So where 
does the money come 
from? The newly-formed 
DSA approached the 
Delhi Administration 
for funds but met with a 
setback. Why? 

Explaining why. 
President Orover said; 

“In 1688, the E^A 
headed by SalamatuUah 
organised the 
Federation Cup and got 
a loan of Rs 5 lakhs from 
the Delhi 

Ad^iiAlstraticm besides 
lotdpf other 
sponsorship. They have 
notyetsttomittod the , 
aboounybs^AjsdmofBs t' ' 
iglpl^luiii'not ’ / 
iuiopu«tediigr«|tonto .- 
I^Blhi AdnJh^tr^tlC^,'"i i 


refused to sanction us 
money. Instead they 
may be ordering a CBI 
enqpiiry into the 
embezzlement of funds. ” 
The dynamic Mr 
Orover, a Delhi 
businessman and 


landlord, then 
approached the Union 
Fmanoe Minister, Mr 
Yashwant Sinha, and 
explained the situation 
The Finance Minister 
intervened and asked 
the Lt. Oovemor of 


Tegms Shdulcl jP^iiY 
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F ootball at the zonal tournament was 
mediocre In the league phase it was often a 
case of the massacre of the innocents JCT, 
Phagwara, surprisingly lost their first match 
to HSEB 0-1 Stung by this reversal they 
swamped all other opponents Solan Youngs 
were routed 12-0 JCT lead 9-Oat half-time 
Stocky winger Narender Kumar scored seven 
goals in this match including the only 
hat-trick of the tournament They also routed 
local Simla Youngs 7-0 and Shastri F C 3-0 
Narender emerged as the top-scorer of the 
tournament with ten goals New recruit the 
teenaged junior international winger, Kuldip 
Singh of JCT was the second top-scorer with 
seven goals 

Border Security Force (BSF) were more 
sedate and played all their matches at hall 
pace They were without Narender Gurung 
and international Jagmohan Singh, who was 
recovering from a knee operation Barbara 
Singh was also unavailable for the final, as he 
went home for his father’s operation 
Still BSF won the inaugural North Zone 
Federation Cup beating JCT 4-2 in the 
tie-breaker Though local teams Shastri F C 
and Delhi Students did well to enter the semis, 
the tournament to be effective should be more 
broadbased 

Ex-mternationals Inder and Sukwinder 
Singh suggested ‘‘As the best teams are to be 
chosen for the Federation Cup, the other two 
teams from Punjab, PSEB and Punjab Police 
should also be allowed to play in the North 
Zone tournament The four Punjab teams are 
the best in the North and all should get a 
chance to qualify If all four play, crowd 
interest will also increase as competition will 
be intense ” 

















SPORTSWORLD SPECIAL 


PAKISTAN’S TOUR OF INDIA 


IN JEORIRDV? 


The Indian 
Government has 
cleared the tour. 
The ball’s now in 
Pakistan’s court. 
FARESHTEH GATI 
captures the 
general mood at the 
BCCP Headquarters 
in Lahore 


P AKISTAN’S cricket 
tour to India early 
next year has yet to 
become a certainty. 
Only last year India’s 
tour to Pakistan was 
marred by the Babri Masjid issue 
and indeed the Indian captain 
Srikkanth was roughed up in 
Karachi by an unstable spectator 
who came onto the field of play to 
protest over the Indian 
Govenunent’s stand on the Babri 
Masjid site. 

It is this very subject, plus the 
Kashmir issue and the general 
chaos across India in areas which 
have a Muslim majority which are 
the reasons being given why the 
tour is jiist not possible. 

Whether the tour goes ahead or 
not is not something which the 
Imran Khan: not inclinad 
towarda the tour? 



IF the tour increases communal tension, woultin ’t\ 
it be better to postpone it?”: tmran 










Tear gas at the Karachi one-day 
match between India and 
Pakistan 

cricket Boai els can decide In fact 
the ball is in Pakistan's court 
India has left it up to Pakistan to 
decide whether it wishes to send 
its team to a place where they 
could be in physical danger, 
especially in the northern belt 
where emotions run high and 
tempers are shoi t The Secretary 
of the Board of Control for Cricket 
in Pakistan (BCCP), Anf Ah Khan 
Abbasi has definite views on the 
issue To him, it is not a matter for 
the Board to decide If the foreign 
offit'e and the Government of 
Pakistan have no objections to the 
tour then we certainly will have 
no objection We will not call off 
the tour It is for the government 
to take such a step ’ 

That is the official view 
Privately in the corridors of the 
BCCP headquarters at the Gaddafi 
Stadium.Lahore, most officials 
and ex-Test cricketers are of the 
view that the tour ought not to be 
held With the players’ safety at 
risk.no one is in a mood to be 
adventurous Nobody is prepared 
to go more than halfway in order 
to ensure that the tour does take 
place Not many would shed a tear 
if it did not The romance has been 
lost, perhaps never to be 
recovered 

One of the reasons for the 
disappearance of the romance is 
the standard of cricket played by 
the two countries India does not 
have the bowlers and Pakistan’s 
batting has long been frail That is 
the classic receipe for a boring 



Not being able to play 
Test cricket because of 
communal and 
political tension is 
unfortunate. But how 
much worse would it 
be if the tour were to 
take place and the 
players ended up 
getting injured. 
Imagine India’s 
embarrassment and 
Pakistan’s anger 









imran: Tour of 
India might fall 
through' 


Lahore, Nov. 30 (AFP): 
Pakistan’s planned tour of 
India faces major security 
problems, feels Imran 
Khan. The Pakistan captain 
said 3 re 8 terday he did not see 
how the tour would take 
place. 

Althougrh the 13-week 
tour, due to start from 
December 21, has been 
cleared by Indian 
authorities, there was doubt 
in Pakistani cricketmg 
circles whether it would 
oroceed 


’’At this stage, I am not 
sure how this tour will take 
place,” Imran said. "The 
TOOurity of the players in 
India will be the biggest 
problem. Even if the tour 
takes place, there will be a 
lot of tension.” Pakistani 
cricketing sources said the 
tour might be called off 
because of Hindu-Muslim 
clashes over a 
temple-mosque dispute in 
Ayodnya. 

TNattanaw* tom 


















.. 








































"IfV-V; 






m:'-. 




sv.'V'V, 




m 


m. w ^ \ % 


lift ^ ^ I 






77 









Indian sklppar Srlkkanth Is 
JIad ourl 


manhandlad during the last tour 
of Pakistan 

sort of series 

Do the players want this series 
to be held*^ While Imran and his 
team would like another round 
with the Indians to make up for 
the dull series of last year when all 
four Tests were drawn, they are 
ruefully aware that the decision 
will not be theirs. Said the 
Pakistan skipper, “If the 
government of Pakistan and the 
Board decide that we have to tour 
then we will go along with it. ” But 
then he paused awhile and asked 
consideringly, "If the tour 
increases communal tension, 
wouldn’t it be better to pxjstpone 
it?" 

That appears to be the 
overwhelming opinion. Memories 
of Ahmedabad in 1987 when the 
Pakistani players had to wear 
helmets on the boundary line to 
protect themselves from bricks 
are fresh on the minds of the 
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Privately in the 
corridors of the BCCP 
headquartes, most 
officials and ex-Test 
cricketers are of the 
view that the tour 
ought not to be held. 
Nobody is prepared to 
go more than halfway 
in order to ensure that 
the tour does take 
place 


PaJdBtani players The same 
mstanoee take place when India 
crosses the border 
Omar Kureishi who has long 
had a finger on the pulse of 
Pakistan cricket says. "It is not a 
question of whether the tour 
should take place or not The 
question is, cui it take place, and 
the decision is not with either our 
Boautl or the Indian Board, the 
decision lies with the Indian 
people, it 18 for them to try and 
arrest the tide of fanaticism ” 

Not bemg able to play Test 
cricket because of political and 
communal tension is unfortunate 
But how much worse would it be if 
the tour were to take place and the 
players ended up getting injured 
Imf^ine India’s embarrassment 
and Pakistan’s anger That would 
create more bad blood than 
anything else AndIndo-Pak 
cricket simply cannot afford that 


Fareshteh Gati is a crickst writer lor Th» Star 
Karachi and Is also a regular coninbulor to 
The Pakistan Cricketer 
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Double fault 



Wife in the driver's seat 

O N the subject of women, since we’re not 
too hung up against women’s lib and all 
that, we’re featuring Heather Bailee. She 
is, to put it simply, a ‘wife in the fast lane’ (now 
don’t get ideas). She spends her time burning 
rubber at speeds of around 120 mph in the pits 
while her husband (girls you can root for 
Heather) sells flowers! While 2S-year>old 
Heather races around in a man’s world at the 
Formula-3 level her husband has feminine 
pursuits. A strange combo. 

Heather and her equally ‘fast’ teammates 
are seeking upto £500,000 sponsorship to go 
into the circuit next season. The team is also 
planning to recruit Junior women mechanics a 
womah ‘truckle’ to drive them around and 
women ‘gofers’ who carry and clean parts. 

Men Just don’t figure. 

Speed racing has its share of dangers and 
Heather has had her shapely back cracked 
once but that does not deter her though it 
worries the hell out of Graham. “Graham 
stands in the pits with sweaty palms as we set 
off, but he accepts the nature of motor racing 
and is very supportive,’’ she says. 

Thank God for flowers as a hubby. 


S EVEN years ago, during his retirement speech, 
he had said: “Many people believe that I ^1 
continue to play exhibition games. But I will not 
play anything. 1 am nauseated by tennis.” 

Bjorn Borg was burned out by tennis, but bonked 
solid by endorsement deals. Now he's cropping up 
in places like Stockholm, Milan and London 
wielding his wooden racket. “I want to play in the 
major tournaments,” he says now, and ironically 
addsi “Tennis is beautiful.” Signs of desperation. 



For Borg, tonnit it loot ntuteating now than 


The BB (Bjorn Borg) logo that once adorned 
tennis togs, soft drinks an|d sewing machines could 
well stand for ‘Beyond Broke*. Tennis* Godsend has 
squandered a f ISO million fortune an4i* no longer 
h^ in respect. “Some peo|de say I*m doing it just 
for the money.” In Sweden ali he owns is a 
three-bedrocnn flat in Stockholm and a racing boat. 
The Swedbh government no longer requires his 
services as im official ‘greeter*. 

Fate has |ilayed strangO tricks on him and now he 
has changed hts stand on tennis. “Fd say that in a 
certain sense, tennis is siihpier than life.” 

Especially with a woodgn racket. 
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Akram will be choosy when It comes to his wife 


BACHELOR BOY 


f Cheshtre 'Cat' 


T his one’s for the 
girls Wasim 
Akram is fast 
climbing to the top of 
the eligibility charts 
A success for both 
country and county, 
Akram has all the 
trappings that go with 
being a successful 
cricketer A 
sponsored Rover 820 
blocks the driveway 
of his spacious flat m 
Cheshire But what 
does the wunderkid 
do when he’s not 
playing cricket^ 

“I enjoy playing 
snooker and eating 
out " Italian food is a 
favourite He goes to 
bars though he 
doesn’t drink 
Girlfriends? “I 
don’t have time, not 



WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED T 


when I play cricket 12 
months a year ” Now 
IS that the truth> 

Here’s one for the 
girls “I’d like to get 
married,’’ he says, 
“but not until I’m 28 
or 30 I’ll probably 
marry a Muslim girl, 
because I’ll 
eventually live in 
Pakistan and it would 
be hard for a 
European girl to live 
in that society But 
you never know,” he 
hastily adds. 

So girls put in your 
applications. 


NKW RECORDS 


Lewis off the outside track 


A time will come 
when we are going 
to atop aeeing Carl 
Lewis at athletic meets 
the world ocer. He is 


going to be more 
familiar on American 
MTV and will draw 
large audiences at rock 
shows. At least, thaCa 



how things look, with 
the wag Lewis is 
progressing. 

King Carl has cut a 
Mac (which is doing 
rather well) and going 
into music in a big 
wag. His recent shows 
in college campuses 
testify to that. On the 



other hand, his 
unfortunate rival Ben 
Johnson trains hard in 
apprehension for their 
much hgped about 100 
metres cloak which 
might come off 
sometime early next 
year. Press reports 
crowed that it might he 
held in Spain but both 
Johnson and Lewis 
hotly deny it. Lewis 
undeterred rocks 
away. 

Lewis on the other 
hand ts getting famous 
as an intellectual too. 
He is trying to project 
a new image, that of an 
author, going around 
the world promoting 
his book tilled. ‘Inside 
Track’. A funny name 
that, considering 
whatever he seems to 
be doing is clearly 
outside it. 


Lewis rocks away at a 

sliow in n college cninpus 







A SPORTS freak, 
are you? So am I 
Quees, then, you 
oeui imaerme my 
goggle-eyed curiosity 
when I visited some 
Mends in the US of A 
recently. After all, this 
was the land of Amer¬ 
ican football, baseball 
and alley bowling! Stuff 
that we deaia only read 
about in the magazines 
or see in the movies. 

Well, it didn’t take me 
long to broach the sub¬ 
ject with my host. Hey, 
dude, Fd like to try my 
hand at these games. 
They can’t be all that 
tough, right? After all, 
Fve played sport back 
home all my life. I mean, 
how different can Amer¬ 
ican football be from 
rugby or baseball Aram 
cricket? 

My Mend, the epitome 
of hospitalily, bit back a 
smile. Sure thing, he 
said. And off we went in 
search of his tmiversi- 
ty’s football practice 
ground. Roll up the 
sleeves. Pump up the 
biceps. Qotta look 
tough, right? Yeah. And 
then we bumped into 
this monstrous appara- 
tlon. Six feet six inches 
tall. Seemed almost as 
wide. Black. And the 
meanest look Fd seen 
that side of the Pacific. 
And it even spoke. En¬ 
glish! 

Watching it trungle 
off after exchanging 
pleasantries with my 
friend, I managed a 
croak. Who’s that? Oh, 
him? That’s Mike, the 
ruiming back on our 
football team. Very soft¬ 
ly I asked if the rest of 
the team was as big. The 
answer came back 
almost flippantly. Not 
' j really. Some are bigger! 
Hey, man, who wants 




It’s baseball that I real¬ 
ly wanim tiy. Qod, it’s so 
simple. If you’ve played 
cricket, there’s nothing 
to it. This time, fortu¬ 
nately, my pal took me 
to a ball park which had 
a batting cage. That’s a 
huge wire-mesh tent 
with allocated slots for 
every hitter. Only, in¬ 
stead of a pitcher, it’s a 
ball machine that hurls 
the baseball at you. 

Helmet? Nah. Speed? 
Fastest. Obvioxisly. Took 
my stance: hey, hey. 
lookin good. And then 
this thing whizzed past 
my nose. I hadn’t even 
moved a muscle! Try 
again. Strike two. Qot 
the next one nice and 
good. That’s a home run 


any time. What was that 
my Mend was mutter¬ 
ing about discretion 
being the better part of 
valour, even as I flexed 
my arms and preened? 
Must be 'cos Fd conve¬ 
niently changed the set¬ 
ting on the machine to 
‘slow’. So what? 

Another evening. 
Another sport. Alley 
bowling this time. 
Traded in my new 
Pumas for multi-hued 
leather-soled bowling 
shoes. Hefted a few of 
the cannonballs for size. 
Found one where my 
two fingers and thiunb 
slotted in perfectly. And 
headed for the alley. 

By this time a sneak¬ 


Ms play Americsn Football? No way. I’d rather 
watch Joe Montana on teievialon 



ing respect for these ' 
Yankee sports was ^ < 
creepiug into my vain 
system. So I watched 
first. Three steps. A 
smooth underarm re¬ 
lease. And all the pins 
went tumbling down. No 
sweat. 

My tuim. And the ball 
decides to meander 
down the alley, even¬ 
tually curving away 
firom the intended trsgec- 
tory and ending up in 
the gutter that hems the 
alley on both sides. All 
nine pins still standing. 
Tried again. Same re¬ 
sult. Then my friend 
showed me the light. 
You’ve got to twist the 
arm at the elbow so that 
the inside of your fore- . 
arm faces the pins as , 
you release. Now he tells ;« 
me! Next attempt. Clean 
sweep! Beginner’s luck 
be daonned. 

It was around this 
stage that I decided that 
watching Joe Montana 
amd Michael Jordan do 
their stuff was much 
more enjoyable than , 
trying to outdo the 
Americans at their 
sport. Let them come to 
India. Fll take them onto 
a cricket pitch and show 
them what real sport is 
all about. 

Having come back to 
familiar tmf, I was re¬ 
velling in the luxury of 
having a ball, pitch, be¬ 
fore coming onto my j 
bat, when yet another ^ 
friend came visiting 
from Australia. Very In¬ 
dian. Very Australia- 
nised. Tou’ve just gotta 
come and ^it me some¬ 
time. If you come in the 
summer, we’ll go water 
skiing. And if it’s Mdn- 
ter, we’ll go do some 
snow skiing. Nothing to 
it.’ 

Hey...hey...what are 
you sniggering at? 


if. 





















































































VIP BENZ, Great mileage in comfort 
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To oil of us who 
dream, and love to 
dream, the real 
signif iconce of 
Sachin Ramesh 
Tendulkar, perhops, 
is that he is an echo 
of our own 
long-thworted, 
impossible 
aspirations. His 
success, our own 
vicariously lived 
triumphs over on 
intractoble 
foe—Time. 



iUPRAKASH GHOSHAL 







TOallofus wlto 
dream—and love to 
dream—the real 
signiificance of Sachin 
Ramesh Tendulkar, 
perhaps, is that he is an 
echo of our own 
long-thwarted, 
impossible aspirations. 

His success, our own 
vicariously lived 
triumphs over an 
intractable foe—Time 

And there the 
hero-worship begins. 

Amid a sense of awed, 
respectful admiration 
for a man whose youth, 
genius, in an almost 
rebellious burst, have 
shattered the barriers of 
nature. Of age. 

When we all set out in 
life, in pursuit of our 
goals, dreams, we 
ordinary mortals falter, 
languish, decay, trying 
to grapple with the 
imperious demands of 
the world that we face. 

And then, we slowly let 
our dreams slip away 
like an ever-fading, 
impossible mirage, as 
age, palsy shake the 
very fibre of our self. ' 

And here Sachin Tendulkar has taken only 17 summers to 
already become the man he ever wanted to be, his life moving in a rage of 
swift success 

And dear God, he’s already a man, really At 17, he already is accompanied 
by an air of rare confidence and respect as he faces the world—his world of 
tough, unforgiving men who test him over and over again in a non-stop 
barrage of ruthless hostility and challenge. 

Yet, Sachin Tendulkar asks for no quarter. He responds to the offensive 
with a defiance, an arrogance that is rare. And there again his heroics touch 
a chord deep down in everyone—our own long-disrupted, decaying 
ambitions—and make him so dear to us. 

And all this has come lyith such effortless ease With an air of inevitability. 
Almost as if Sachin Tendulkar has not faced any problems in his life at all In 
his short span in top class cricket, he has faced the very best of the world’s 
pace practitioners. And remained unaffected, undaunted Imran Khsui, 
Richard Hadlee and Wasim Akram. All of them have taken their turns on the 
teenaged wonder. As well as the only genuine world-class spinner left in the 
game,Abdul Qadir But the result has been far from what common 
expectations would have predicted. While the pace merchants could inject 
little awe in the diminutive and dehant Sachin, Qadir was singled out for 
special treatment in a one-day game during India’s last tour of Pakistan. 

While many feared impact of the whole experience could be deep and 
unsettling on young Sachin, ironically, it was his adversaries who were left 
with a larger than life image of the boy they so ruthlessly tested. 

“This lad is a genius. He is going to take bowlers apart in international 




>ta<m U20 











First Class Career At A Glance 
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cricket for 

a very Ipngr time,” said 
Qadir, and he was right, 
for Sachin Tendulkar 
had already acquired, 
like an experienced 
mature man, the most 
vital psychological key 
to success 

“If you can detach 
yourself from your 
surroundings, from 
everything that is 
happening about you, 
even the background or 
reputation of the bowler 
you’re facing, 
strokemaking should 
come hke second nature 
to you,” IS Sachin's way 
of lookmg at things It is 
a conviction that has 
given him an 
unflappabihty that 
helps 

“I was often warned by 
elders and senior 
cricketers to be a httle 
more respectful for top 
class bowlers,” Sachin 
would explain to anyone 
wondering about his 
don’t>give-no-damn 
response to the world’s 
best bowling' “But I just 
don’t think about the 
bowler who is bowling 
That, accordmg to me, is 
lack of concentration. 
Lack of concentration 
means ruin. So, I just 
focus all my attention on 
the ball that comes 






toward me either at a fiery pace or in a 
turning, twisting way. I treat it just as my reHexes react to it, 
spontaneously—naturally. And that’s it..." 

But in cricket’s topmost echelons, there still are personalities and athletes 
strong enough to impose the ‘thinking process’ in even the most defiant of 
batsmen. And Richard Hadlee is one of them. In Sachin’s opinion, the one 
bowler who makes him and everyone else think' all the time. 

"Whenever I faced him I tried to concentrate harder than ever before. I told 
myself, I must not try to guess, or analyse or calculate what was coming. Or 
anticipate or expect something. That would be unsettling to the mind. I must 
keep my senses riveted to the ball and the bowling. The rest would happen 
automatically. I think this attitude has bailed me out on most occasions. ’’ 
Bailed him out? That’s putting it mildly. It gave him the glory that swathes 
him now. Made him all that he is today. 

Even Richard Hadlee himself said, praising Tendulkar’s spontaneity as the 
source of his unshakable confidence. "He’s got amazing natural ability or 
rather I would say a natural approach to the game. One who has that as an 
inherent quality is bound to have a lot of natural confidence, because he does 
not give a damn to anything he faces. He just lets his talent take over, his 


normal ordinary human 
being as possible. Not 
lose his anchorage to an 
easy, open, facile life 
and te swallowed up by 
the pretentious, 
self-conscious world of a 
celebrity. 

The fact is, Sachin 
Tendulkar does not 
want to talk much. Not 
that he is shy, but even 
at this young age he’s 
overcome the temptation 
of being a ‘darling’ of the 
Press. 

“Cricket is fun, and I 
would like to keep it that 
way. Can anyone deny 



"Cricket is fun, and 
I would like to keep 
it that way. Can 
anyone deny that 
there is no greater 
fun than playing 
Sunday cricket. And 
if that same spirit 
can be carrieaover 
to even o Test 
match, nothing like 
it reallv"...Sachin 
Tendiiikar 


Together with another young master Sanjay Manjrekar: maktng good moves 


genius be at work, the way the circumstances demand. And the fact that he 
has become so amazingly successful at such a young age proves that he has 
got innate talent, and nothing has so far been able to inhibit it.” Absolutely 
nothing. 

Not even missing an epoch-making century in Napier, which, if it had 
come by, would have been from the youngest batsman in Test history. 
Instead, he made 88, falling to a firm but uppish drive well taken by John 
Wright. 

“That time again I was reacting to the circumstances just as they 
happened,” Sachin would now recall, “I did not think about the century so 
much, but wanted to face the challenge posed by the bowlers. I never want to 
inhibit my batting by thinking or calculating. All I want is to bat 
spontaneously but with perfect technique.” 

Whether this will stand him in good stead can only be seen in the long nm. 
For now. life’s a’changing, amid the success and the adulation that is 
coming. But here again Sachin wants to remain as close to his status as a 


that there is no greater 
fun than playing 
Sunday cricket,” Sachin 
would confess, "And if 
that same spirit can be 
carried over to even a 
Test match, nothing like 
it really.” 

It is amazing that this 
spirit of frolic and fun 
hovers around his 
personality all the time, 
even when he faces a 
crisis on the field. It 
often belies the air of 
maturity that surprises 
one. Especially when 
one thinks of his tender 
age of 17 smnmers. 
T hink of it. It’s amazing. 
But then, that’s genius. 
Isn’t it? • 






THE EVENTS 


“Anything alter this will only be a 
bonus 

Martino Navrotilovo climbs the 
highest peak the record ninth 
Wimbledon title 











“I pity her neighbours on her wedding 
night" 

New sensation Monico Seles' grunt 
has Peter Ustinov wondering 
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“Steffi's more beatable than ever right 
ROW Everybody's starting to know how to 
play against her”: 

Gabriela Sobotini After a nasty fall ot 
the Australian Open, Gabby went on 
to win the US Open, defeating Graf in 
the final 
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YEAR END 


I will have to tell my daughter that the 
Mafia exists also in soccer. The penalty 
which defeated us did not exist”; 
Diego Maradona believes Argentina 
were cheated in the final against West 
Germany 
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“There’S no doohi about it; the World 
Cup Is walking the streets, enteriog 
homes and taking over the street 
corners. What? You say you're not 
infected? Don’t you argue about the red 
and yenow cards? Don’t you get frenetic 
when the referee blows for off-side? . 
DottM you yeif’goodef’In a guttural 
scream that would make Taizan proud? 
YesI Then you’ve get it; tto Wwid Cup 




































steroids were their daily bread We were 
ordered to give girls from twelve years 
upwards steroids ground Into powder 
and mixed with their food' 
Confessions of on Eost Germon 
coach Kotrin Krobbe, the female 
athlete of the year was also o product 
of the 'system' which ended this year 
with the reunification of Germany 
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“The past is taboo as tar as this Test side 
is concerned ’- 

Manager Mickey Stewart on the 
revival of English cricket. This year, 
Englondhad Test victories over West 
Indies, New Zeolond and India 


“Three years ago Imran Khan was saying 
that Wasim Akram would be the best 
all-rounder in the world; now he's just 
that": 

Mike Selvey pays tribute to Akram 
who hos battled injury 


“If there's been a better fast bowler thai 
him then he certainly didn't come from 
this planet”; 

John Brocewell on a colleague who 
retired with a record 431 Test wickets 
and a knighthood; Sir Richard Hadlee 
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“All umpires are neutral”: , 

Dickie Bird, on a topic that took anew 

tiim In lOOn 




















DISCOVER THE SIGN 
ON THE ROADS 
TRUSTED BY ALL 
VEHICLE 

MANUFACTURERS. 

EXIDE The Ofiginal fitment on 
2 out of 3 cars commercial 
vehicles and tractors 
The battery you can trust 



BUY EXIDE. BUY PEACE OF MIND. 



If you live in this world without being 
able to dream, you may as well be 
dead 

George Foreman, ot 42, leads the 
brigade of champions who dreamt of 
resurrecting their careers this yeo'- 


“I never get too over excited about being 
the best because others will walk all » 
over you If you get too carded away”' 

Nick Faldo, was surely the 'golfer of 
the year' 
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YEAR END 
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B8i;inqAsiad “Are We 
Ready?” 

Graffiti on the walls of 
the Sports Authority of 
Indio office We weren't, 
and Indian sport hit rock 
bottom 




•A 


' K-.' ■ 







Park Avenue 
Men's Toiletrlea 





SUCCEEDED 

Success does not merely encompass winning. It has different 
connotations. Like startling improvement, revitalising a career, the 
introduction of a rare new talent. Selection was a tough decision, 
always arguable perhaps, but SPORTSWORLD believes justice has 

been done. 

Leander Paes and V. Anand made stunning progress in their 
respective fields, the former junior world No. 1, the latter 
qualifying for the Candidates championship. Ravi Shastri grew in 
game and stature to rescue a flagging career. And Toto Schillaci 
and Waqar Younus displayed such unusual, confident talents that 
the world was left breathless at their skills. 

i 

For these 5 men, 1990 was the beginning of a wonderful future. 


19 


1 






1 



* JjV A 1 


Fi 1 



YEAR END 


SPECIAL j 


Shatrani Ka Khilari 


BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 


I N 1987, when they iisked d 
17-year-old boy to rate his 
chances of vietoi y in the 
World Junior chess 
championships he very candidly 
replied, “None at all ■ 

He went on to win it* 

Then, as if disinis,sin^ his 
perforniancc as a fluke, they 
asked the new junior world 
champion if he had any flippr.nt 
expectations Like say, lor 
example, dethroning’Clarry 
Kasparov'^ 

He cryptically slated, “Oh no, 
right now I just want to become a 
GM " 

He did India’s first GM ever, 
and all within a space ol foui 
months 

The sceptics kept on asking him 
the same questions till the 
Interzonals in Manila this year, 
whore the youngster was as usual 
‘devoid of expHTtations and played 
‘one game at a time’ The results 
are there for all to see 
Vishwanathan Anand has replied 
to these questions in his own 
measured and calculative v/ay 
In any other sphere of sport, it 
would be simply ludicrous to call a 
21-year-old boy a Grand Master 
(GM) In the mind-boggling world 
of chess, it IS on the contrary 
Anand is t he proud owner of that 
title 

He. however, wears this mantle 
differently devoid of any 
flashmess or precociousness In 
fact, anyone ignorant of his 
standing would not hesitate to ask 
him which school he went to But 
on learning of the methodical 
precision with which the boy has 
been achieving his goals, this line 
of thought quickly gets negated 
At the age of 13, Anand beat the 


legendary Manuel Aaron The age 
of l.'j saw him merit the honour of 
being the first Asian to win tht> 
title of International MasterflM) 
Not overly satisfied with this 
achievement he became the In sf 
Asian Junior chess champion at 
age 17 and as a bonus, acquired 
with it the title ot GM Anand now 


aims to break into the Top 10 in 
the world and then five 
Somewhere .ilong the way, he 
also became the youngest 
recipient of the Padma Shroe 
Which makes us divert our 
attention from all this and 
concent rate on one lino of 
thought How good is 
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\ iswanathan Anand*^ 

Ihe Indian GM s stupendous 
performance in Manila has 
thrown him into an elite gi oup ot 
1 \ All ol them qualifier s for the 
World Candidates ciown en louU 
to the Challengei series whic h will 
decide the next woi Id chess 
champion Which biought about 
anothei question did this occur 
t ithet piematuicly^ Altci all any 
t indidatc could be stu{x tied at 
t his sudden elevat ion 

NotAnand He behavi d is if the 
whole thing was not in il Almost 
expected Of com si it is tin 
imbit on of i vei y chf ss pi i to 
lx the woi Id champion hi 
K quiscc d butt hat s tcxi 
unieilistii light now My 


immediate goal is to maintain my 
lanking and piepait mj self foi 
the championships in 1991 A 
simplicity in mental outlook th it 
comes aci OSS as lathf t abnoim il 
loi somcHinc who vc ith a littli hit 
of luck could be playing tlu 
winni 1 of the Kaspaiov K iipov 
tif Hnirn 

Given thi pitsi ntsitii Uion tot 
fheCindidites louiid tin load 
ilu ad IS slightly bumpy foi 
Anand V dii iblf iiiati h pi ictui 
sonecessaiy ind lundimi nt il lot 
iiiybodv who qu ililu s to pi ly ni 
thalcatcgoiy is it pt i iiiium Ilu 
I csiilt bt iiig a slightly imm it iii t 
styli of play which ti vt ils i hint 
ofinipituiui It ilso I ithci 
enigmatic illy piovidf s i t hit to 



his phenomenal success Anand 
takes no pi isonei s He goes for a 
win all the time 

1 he spc*ed with which he makes 
his moves on a chess bo.iid is 
cnougli tci psyche outany 
oppoiu nt While the standaid 
time illotticito iilussgameis 
1-20 miiiuU s fcir tOmovt's 
utilising 90 lOOniiiiut s 
IS (onsidi I ( d bi isk 

Ml An iiid iv< lages mulei half 
an houi' 

Ihisiuivi wr.ii king spt ed 
making toi this ipl comment by 
OIK of Ins stu 11 sliiK k( d 
oppont Ills Sfiv I 1 1 (jM VI idimir 
liiknitiiov P( opli pi ly that 
ciiiu k in tiollii lioust 

As with uiytlimg dom in ti cstc 
An ends gum is li ibli to lx iiioi 
pionc Hut till mu film gun 
v« lex ity foi movi s iiid 
pliotogi iplm tmrnoiylhit Ik is 
bl( SSI d wit li moi ( Mini 
conipinsitis 1 In -.In km ss ol his 
loutim lx ing highlightf d from 
tlu 1 u t th it lu is Ilu only m in to 
qu llity lot tin ( indiflitrs 
without 1 second A p luc ily 111 it 
h IS sinci lx i n II c tifii d wiMi tlu 
111 Ip ol sponsoi s 

Tlu iigumc nt Ml it corni s 
iciossfi itlii I n it Lii ally) to us 
now 1 Will Anaml sue f ( cd'' 

His I il 11 1 gi iph has lx i n rex k 
sti uly with till oil isionildi feat 
thrown m pisf to m iint un tlu law 
>1 ICC leges llicii li ivi lx i n no 
m qeji SI tbu ks All gods se I have 
belli K hii VI el usLi illy ihi ad of 
sc hi dull But Mil n tin 
pupil iMon toi tlu highest 
lumoui in e lie ss is nej pushovi r 
Le t us Mu n silis(\ our si Ives with 
this uiswe 1 

fv nil link whom Anand brat for 
Mic V eijiei )unioi i town semit 
yi 11 D igo IS I iiiki d thud in the 
woi Id below K ispai ov and 
Karpov Ivanchuk is hic ky He 
belongs to a svsti m where 
f onstant inti rplay be twe rn the 
GM s has benefited him Anand 
lacks this pi ivili ge Hut li t us 
take a look at An uid s ti ae k 
record against Ivanchuk himself 
Two wins and three di aws in five 
meetings 

E)oes that say anything^ • 
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SALVATORE SCHILLACI 


Shoot At Sight 


BY ANDY O'BRIEN 


I N thesummei ot 1982 Italy 
went berserk The sti eets of 
Rome weie litte; ed with flags 
and cars The .izzui i had won 
the World Cup In the poorer 
south, the celebrations though 
different were as intense 
Urchins ran wild in the nai row 
streets of Palermo flags and 
banners were waved m ecstatic 
joy One such lad was Salvatore 
Schilldci 

Salvatore a name as common as 
the rocks that surround a 
Neopolitan harbour Schillaci a 
family as pool and ordinary as 
those narrow cobbled streets of a 
little Italian town 
But this Salvatoie had a dream 
Not to follow his fathei and 
become a labourer 
The dream instead was to be 
part of the azzuri which one day 
would provide cause lor other kids 
to run wild on the streets of Italy 
It was an impossible dream Or so 


it seemed 

He dropped out ol school at a 
young age to help suppoi t a lai ge 
family Football was a passion just 
like it was foi every othei kid in 
Palermo Picked up by local club 
Messina for eight years his career 
fluctuated with the fortunes of the 
club A year before the World Cup 
he was still languishing in the 
second division Till he became an 
‘over-priced item of transfer 
extravagance by Juventus 

The day the Woild Cup began 
even though I e had managed to 
scrape through into one of the last 
remaining places of Vicini s 
squad. Salvatore Schillaci was a 
relative unknown 

On his way to the Italian team’s 
preparatory camp, Florentina 
fans, annoyed that their golden 
boy Roberto Baggio had been 
bought by Juventus vandalised 
Schillaci’s car It was only police 
action that saved him 














In the course of t he next mon th, 
the police were forced into action 
again And again But this time 
there was a difference They had 
to protect Schillaci fiom the 
multitude of fans his World Cup 
goals had con|ui ed up He was no 
longer Salvatore IlewasToto 
The new Paolo Rossi He was the 
saviour ol Italy The urchin fiom 
the deep south was nov, a national 
hero Those lar ge piominent eyes 
so acc ustonicd to the bylanes ot 
Palermo were known arioss the 
globe 

While the woi Id watc htd Toto 
Schillaci played out his diearn 

Coming on as a s('( ond hall 
substitute 111 Italy sopi iiing 
match against Aust 111 it twik 
him a meie three minutes to find 
heaven the bar k ol i he net 

It was like <x inii acle he 
recalled It was a gi eat ri nss I 
threw myself lorwai d I thought I 
might get to tilt ball with my knee 
or my chest oi my back 'llu last 
thing I expected was to get my 
head to it 

I thought I was not t vt ri going 
to play getaganif Vitinihad 
told me to warm up But Hai r si 
was inpiied and I thought hr II 
put on Vieichowod and then hr 
won t use aiiothi r substitute I \iv 
lost my chance But then Baiesi 
signalled to thr hr nr h that he was 
okay and 1 was on 
Life was nevei to b< thr same 
again foi Salvatore Schillaci 
There was more to r oriu a 65th 
minute breakthrough goal 
against Uiuguay in the second 
round The lone decider in the 
quarter finals against the 
Republic ol lie land al7thnnnute 
goal which sent Italy into the 
semi final lead against Ai gentina 
But wht n it cariit to the oenalty 
shootout against Maiadejna s 
tram Vicini didri t think &e hillae i 
was fit enough to take a kick That 
IS now history 

He had to wait for the matr h 
against England to establish his 
place in the record bonks as the 
Cup s highest scoter 
But for Toto that was not 
enough 111 could have swapped 
all my goals for a World Cup 
winners medal 1 would gladly 
have done so 
But even dreams die • 
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YEAR END 


_WA QAR YOUNU S_ 

Greased Lightning 




BY PRADEEP PAUL 


I I wdSdlmost, piouid.iitK (J 
that Wriq.ii Ydiiims would 
play (oi i'rtkisldii H(ji ti in a 
small town 111 llu Fuiiiah he 
spent most of liis childtuxHi iii 
Sharjah UAK 'I h( n havinj* 
pu ked »tp the t udiments ot fast 
bowling in tlu s( or( liingdcsi-it 
heat, he letuined to Pakist.ui witl' 
his family Onr day not by 
chance but destiny King Khan 
happened to watc h him On 
television And with the impulsive 
impunity that is so prevalent in 
Pakistan s cricket the Khan 
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insisted that Younus be di afled 
into the national side 
He s automatic' 

In an era of pac e bowlei s w lio 
like to dig the seam in aqai 
Younus IS a misfit His is the 
mystique of swing Of blinding 
pace in the an Ofmesmeiisuig 
deviation in its flight path Littk 


\condei then thatovei hilfhis 
victims have then woodwoik 
dismantled oi ne tiappt d leg 
befoie In fact sue his the 
tf fectivenc ss of his svv mg th it 
Younus h.tsiicvci botheud to 
stexkhisaimoui\ with ilxuiinti 
flu lew ixe isioi s tliat ht dm s 
digitinslioit ends in 
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discomfituie foi him Like when 
he bounced one at Cai hale Best 
lecentlv Best ducked and let his 
I displeasuu beknowii in no 
uiii ei tain tei ms Ir ounus i etoi tod 
with typical last bowlei saggio 
Wat( hout foi voui ti'cth 
Walked bac k to the lop oi his 
mil up and bounced again Only 
to be luxikid foi six' 

He s ek ctiomatic' 

g Koi someoni being touted .is the 
» fastest bowlei Ill Cl ickel tfKlav it 
f IS rathci iionical that Younus 
" dotsii t always open till bowling 
I foi Pakistan Hisskippei Imi in 
says It s muc h toughei to Ixiwl 
with the new ball Itswingsall 
ovei the pi u i iiid W iqai who 
niovi sthi ball in tlu an to 
compensate lot tin laikot 
iissistanif fiom tlu pit< ties in 
Pakistan and Shai )ah will havt a 
tough tinu kf i ping it within the 
stumps Not th It tliisi li ip ni i ds 
the new ball to w teak Ins dam igt 
Th( slightly s( ulk d ball was 
weapon i nough toi Younus to 
impitss the f nglishmcii with b? 
wickets fioin his Inst season with 
Suiiey And 45 was his tally Iioni 
SIX Tests against the Kiwis and 
the West Indians ho much so thal 
Kiwi skipper Martin 
Ciowi'- weaned on horn sol nets 
against the greatest wicket faki r 
of them all Richard 
Hadlee pronounetd him as the 
best that I h.ivr faced h vet 
He s hydiomatu' 

But perhaps the greatest 
accolade tfus 

Imran protegi Irnianbhai 
guides my t very move he says 
unabashedly has received came 
from the West Indian skipper 
Desmond Haynes When Younus 
match haul of nine wickets was 
the Pakistani defence against the 
West Indian accusation of the 
Kai ac hr pitch being tcxi slow and 
low for proper Pest cricket 
Haynes said He s so quick 
thiough the air he doesn t need 
the pitch and then went on to 
further praise him by saying 
Michael Holding might have been 
quicker through the an but not 
many more that I ve faced That 
from a man who has gi own up 
facing the quickest most hostile 
bowlers in the world 
He's greased lighting' # 


I N a house at 31 Hia.'k Baf^an, 
Calcu1l.a lives a boy whfi’s 
bi'coiiiinf'-a man A player 
who s becoinirif' a (;ham[)ion 
I^eaiidef Baes may be sniffing' in 
thesliowei but, boy, is Ins 
drawiii).;' i oniii a mes.s' Haukels he 
spiawled and silent itliey speak a 
lonpli l.iiii’uape when he plays), a 
t rai.ksiiit loj) drapes a chair’s 
shoulders pi viiiK il an elepanl 
look kit baps huddle in a corner, 
on one unobi rusive table stand 
two polished, plintinptrophies It 
isBaturday, OccemlKr lOund the 
17 year (lid ‘(-’alcutta Kid’ hasjusi 
I'cluined Irorn Dipboi, Assam 
wcarinp with comfort and 
assiiraiHX' the tap ol national 
champion And wh;it a ,v(;ar it has 
been 

And what a vetir it mipht never 
have been' Twelve months apo, 
almost to I he dale, he sal 
disconsolate, hiph iq) in the South 
Club stands, watchinp his peers 
contest the 1989 National 
Championships Days earlier, 
wliili! repistennp- his first ma|or 
senior win over Knrico F’lpernoat 
the Kast India Championships he 
fore a stomach rmi.scle. badly 
enoiiph to forfeit the Nationals 
1990 loomed Ominous"^ Not fur 
Paes 

J‘’our weeks later, he was eating 
and spitting out seeds enroute to 
the Amslrahan Open Junior final, 
two months latei' ho entertained a 
natiomil audience with his Davis 
Cup debut, SIX months later he 
was junior world No 1 having 
taken the Wimbledon junior 
championships in his athletic 
sf ride 

This guy’s a walking dynamo, 
fellas He talks sweet. Plays 
tough His smile ofbaby-fiuied 
iridiscence causes feminine 
flutters, his switchblade volleys 
deflate a rival’s mimhismo Like. I 


one beneath. Getting better all the 
time Davis Cup captain Naresh 
Kumar says." In twelve months 
he's made a very great 
improvement In fact he’s bettor 
known than he was at Wimbledon. 
He developed more consistency 
and if he gets even more 
consistent he could be a helluva 
player " 

Okay, so what There are 
17-year-olds worldwide, as lean, 
as mean As skilled with a tennis 
racket What makes Paes 
diflerent’^ 

ATTITUDE 

At the Taj Hotel, same day, later 
the masseur is unkinking his 
body "What’’, I ask "was the best 
moment of your year‘s ” 

He thinks 

"You know I want to be 100%, I 
want to give it lOO'/t Not 
99 99%. 1 have to lie perfect in 
everything my volleys, my 
serve, my mental toughness, 
evcr.ything That is, the best that I 
can be Because I don’t want to 
look bac’k one day and think I 
never gave it everything. That if I 
had only stretched 5 minutes 
more or practised 20 minutes 
more Like, one day in Madras, 
prior to my European trip, I had 
had a hard day. practised a lot, 
worked out a lot Normally I 
would go homo, cat dinner, 
practise a few moves with the 
racket in front of the mirror and 
sleep That day the current went 
off I had my dinner and it was so 
easy for me to jump to bed. But 1 
lit a candle, put it on a table in 
front of the mirror and practiced 
ray moves That was the best day 
of the year, because it made me 
feel strong, strong about 
working hard” 

And this is it 

So forget about 10-hour 



mean, he’s radically good 
Everyone’s playing sport They 
flatter, they impress, they 
astonish, they confound Paes 
wins, he performs. That’s the 
bottom line No. there is a further 


practises. Technical coaches. 
Fluid intake Diet. Exemplary 
athleticism. Speed. Returns. 

Serve Stretching. Muscle. 
Forehands 

That. is the mark of a champion 






LEANDER PAES 



BY ROHIT BRIJNATH 










T ill bt( t /( l(om the 
Aidbidii hoafillcd tlu 
spacious liviii^r loom It 
wasa i( fitshiiig bitc/c 
Ab ittii slung IS Iht lafeintiont 
of me Wi> liad seen the face 
befou lonctntiated serious 
angiv d< let mined dibappoinled 
stei 11 and ttiibc Rul heie il was at 
home lelaxed smiling happy it 
peait Fuiinv you would think 
because the Indian 11 icktt 
selectoib had lei ently dt cidid to 
banish it into tempoiaiy ( xik 
Why then was this taci gUming 
relieved excited hki amw Ixn n 
baby sighting hib first i at til ' 

The face is not bitti i w lien it 
admits to staleiu ss 1 ill m 
perfoi mam t and spi iks 
optimistic illy about looking 
lorwaid to till bii ik blessing in 
disguise iiid m\ tuiii to rest 
Anotlu I Ian appt us AsimpU 
yet attiai ti\i tai i lb it oI a 
womiUi No I gill toi a woman 
does not posse ss this pai tic ulai 
look ot innocence And 1 was 
asking mvsell just as you might 
be asking now Wh it s this 
woman got tc’do with all this^ 

We ve heaid theonc about bthind 
eveiy successful man But he i c 
was a young and successtul man 
who was .iccused among ol hei 
things ol weai ing his heait on 
his sleeve Yet the smiles on the 
two faces that day in P’ebi u.ii y 
seemed to be saying that this was 
the beginning of something 
dilfeient And indeed it was Ravi 
Shastr i awoke to 1990 like a man 
out of a nightmare When Raj 
Singh and his gang lett him out of 
the New Zealand tour the all 
loundei s pei foi mance and 
pxipulaiity lay deep in the depths 
of the seas which the 
Indian team 
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r r RAVrSHAStm 

Talking 
About A 
Revolution 


BY ANDY O’BRIEN 





(lossi'd on llii'ii wav nc)wn Uiulei 
And vt I U)dav tlu> l.uoot Kavi 
Sliasti 1 IS no loiif^tr ass(x latod 
witlinon pi Iloimam( airog.mce, 

/) II /} II and tdaytK)\ 

I iki tipiality li.ili I inty and 
litxitv wiicfoi td( Fiiiuliovi'i 
two liui dll d yrais apo n si 
miMiipi and opt ning till inning's 
liavi t)i ( n till ( oi III I sloiii s ol I tio 
i li VI11 moiilli II volution in ilavi 
Sliaslii s till And < mil 

1 111 bii ik dm ing tin Ni w 
/( il iiiil lout g ivi linn till tiriin 
uul oppoi tunity In f'l t Ins 
motiv ition uni liiingi i li.ii k to 
di 111 iniiing II VI Is Mai 11 igi gave 
him u 11 uigi 111 ittitudi nil iital 
>iimil\ unlinituiity (-)|)i iiing 
tin innings g ivi his st igiitding 
I mil tin III hill sth it tin soa 
hiii/i piovnli s In'- ipiitmiiiton 
Will h Si I 1 II I Honih i\ 

And ill IhIS IIIMnil 11 disi s 
hi tti I t h 111 Sh ist 11 hiinsi li 

I 111 hii (k Win II 1 1 mil back to | 
tin gum lloundtin motivation i 
ig nil ind 1 toiiinl III it I was much I 
tiling 111 I 

M II11 igi M lyhi I In ang I y 
voiing blood In'-dis ipjji md now 
th it I h IVI got 1 1 idv in my lili 
Shi jiiobiblv nil llowi drill down 
1 nit 

()pi ning tin innings Vi s it 
w IS a di 11 lion to s IVI my i aiI'l i 
Sh 1st 11 IS not w illi ng to i ommil 
whin iskidtopliii thi Uiiii in I 
otdi I ol inipo t irii I ljultiis 
liiind jjhilo o|)hi I guidi and * 
nil ntoi Sun I (i i I'-kai givns his I • 
own v( ision of tin 
tr iiistoi III It ion ol Ravi Shaslii 
I ookiiig lowai (Is Sliast! 1 s wifi he i 
say 111 tyf 11 il (lav iskai tastiion , 
and huinoui Hitii you vi 
woi ki d wotirif i s lust look at 
Havi hi onlv sti light diivcs now 1 
1 hi d ly s ot li g gl UK I s an ovi i I 
Whili Ih it (j ivaskai stioki 
might s 111 OVI I many a bowler'? 
hi id thill is no doubt that 1990 
saw thi new Havi Shastn A man 
mull at I asr with himsi If his | 
g niK hislifi aiidthosi aiound | 
him I 

And God what a twist of fati it , 

IS wilting about him as onr of thi 
successes of thi yeai Why weie 
this our 1989 ycai end special 
issue his name would have 
appeared two pages later than it 
has now • 
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PLEASE HAMMER DON’T 
HURT'EM/MC HAMMER 

Itb theyenr(if the HAMWIfcH Wtt the 
smabhn()hts Ufi tf rt This 
Have U Seen Hec ir I P 1 / 


BEHAVIOUR/PET SHOP 
BOYS: 

Their brand new winner is another 
masterp ere' Tmtu e the ni f jive hit 
So Hard 

NO PRAYER FOR THE 
DYING/IRON MAIDEN: 

More dynamite stuff tron one of the 
greatest I otk bands including the Top 3 
hit Holy Smoke 

TRIPPIN’THE LIVE 
FANTASTIC/PAUL 
McCartney: 

THE LIVE album of the yeai Contains 
those unforgettable 0t atle songs his 
solo hits as well is pi ev ously 
unreleased songs 

EMPIRE/QUEENSRYCHE: 

Heavy Metal at its ult mate as 
Queensryche onquer the (harts 

MEDICINE 
MUSIC/BOBBY 
McFERRIN: 

The Don t Won y Be Happy Maestro 
IS back with hib new band VOILESTRA 
Strongly recommended in massive 
doses I 

EYES DON'T LIE/OONNY 
OSMOND ■ 

The teen heai t thi ob of the 70 s 
returns with a K Her dance albun that 
includes the hit s nqle My Love Is A 
Fine 

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA 
TURTLES (Original Sound- 
trackl' 

TURTLE mama strkis Inda'Tbe sound 
track of this block buster s 1 rage and 
features the giant h tb Spi That 
Wheel and Turtle Power 


WOW, THATS WHAT I 
CALL MUSIC 
V 0 I. 9 /VARIOUS: 

Truly Wow stuoded with super stars 
like RICHARD MARX ROXETTE MC 
HAMMER TINA TURNER and many 
more 

RINGO STARR and his 
ALL-STARR BAND : 

A ternfic come back for RINGO STARR 
featuring guests like Nils Lofgren 
Clarence Clemmons Joe Walsh and 
members of the legendary BAND 



Q RAP CITY/VARIOUS : 

Simply RAPturous' Featuring M C 
Hammer Atnka Bambaataa Mantronix 
and many others 


Availablaexclusively 
on HMV Cassettes 


Also released 


AGAINST THE LAW/STRYPER • LIBERTY/DURAN DURAN • HARD ’N’ HEAVY/VARIOUS 
• DAVID CASSIDY • GREATEST HITS/STEVE MILLER BAND • HITS FOR LOVERS 
VOL.3/VARIOUS • GREATEST JAZZ TUNES V0L.4/VARI0US • A BIT OF WHAT U 
FANCY/QUIREBOYS • AT HER BEST/ANNE MURRAY • JOE COCKER LIVE • CHANGES 
BOWIE/OAVID BOWIE • FLESH AND BLDOD/POISON 


Redtffusion /GCl/6 2 A 






FAILED 


How, you may ask, is world No. 1 Steffi Graf a failure? Or for that 
matter, World Cup finalist, Diego Maradona? The answer is 
strangely simple.... expectations. Each of these 5 people, failed to 
live upto expectations. Whose expectations? Ours. And also theirs, 
for they had previously set standards which they could not meet. 

Graf was the shadow of the player she was in 1988-89; Bishen Bedi 
tost credibility and respect in his bumbling attempt to manage 
Indian cricket; Diego Maradona lay on the edge of ruin as a player; 
PJ. Usha's career ended in a whimper, much of it her own fault; 
and Michael Tyson's unstructured lifestyle caught up with him in 

the form of a knockout defeat. 

V 

For spine of these 5, the future still holds promise. But for 1990, that 

promise was unfulfilled. 



YEAR END 



Lady In Distress 


BY ROHIT BRIJNATH 


T O my mother it would 

make little sense Here was 
a^irl, 21 and vivacious 
Rich I mean, RICH 
Australian Open winner Finalist 
at the French and US Open Scmi 
finalist at Wimbledon World No 
1. The absolute, finite, undisputed 
definition of a winner 
But-and there’s always a ’but', 
you just wonder when it’s 
coming-the world was perched on 
her doorstep, asking, “What went 
wrong with you in 1990, Steffi”'’’ 
WRONG? My mother says, hey, 
maybe you guys got it wrong 
NOPE, sorry ma, we re right 
We’re not talking ordinary 
mortal, common person-we’re 
talking Steffi Graf 
Graf as in 7 out of 8 Grand Slam I 
titles in 1988—89 j 

Graf as in uncommon cou rage, 
unusual athleticism, unique 
skills. 

Graf as in untouchable 
That Graf, is who we re talking 
about. 

So when that Graf wins only one 
Grand Slam tournament, it’s all 
wrong. When that Graf begins to 
be consumed by pressure she once 
thrived on, it’s strange. When that 
Graf turns from confident to 
resigned, focussed to distracted, 
blooming to pale, brilliant to 
flawed, it’s almost absurd. 

So, there must be reasons Too 
many of them: how about severe 
sinus requiring an operation, her 
mother’s heart trouble, a broken 
thumb, flu, her father’s alleged 
liasion with a Playboy model, 
gastritis, and becoming a woman. 


Not to mention the press, who 
interrogated her with .such malice 
over Peter Grafs indiscretion, 
that Steffi grew more fragile and 
more withdrawn with every 
tournament 

A fine champion, a private 
person, wa.s now forced to face a 
music that disturb.s the harmony 
of life Disrespect At November’s 
Virginia .Slims Finals she 
appeared with a gold band round 
her finger For many it was 
merely a girl wearing a ring P’or 
the Daily Express it meant a 
headline that road 1 WAS SO 
UNHAPPY I MARRIKD’ MYSELF' 
Said a resigned Steffi, “I buy a 
ring and everybody makes a big 
deal. Ijust liked it That’s just an 
example of how I mean, what 
can you do” It was a plaintive cry 
that went unheard 
Graf deserves sympathy, true 
Unusual stress, no doubt, has 
been responsible for her dismal 
year Yet equally responsible has 
been her own stagnation as a 
player, and the sudden 
maturation of her peers 
In 1988, Graf had a tough serve, 
great speed, a monster forehand 
and a tepid backhand In 1990 the 
same description still fits She has 
not improved. Mary Jo 
P’ernandez, No. 4 on the women’s 
circuit, went one step further and 
said ."Steffi didn’t worry too much 
about improving her game for the 
past three years”. The world was 
catching up. 

And if she was mentally 
fragile-like losing the first set 
tiebreaker in Paris even though 









0—1 up-her peers began to probe 
the limitations in hei game Seles 
speed of shot and recoverv 
confused her Gaiiisons 
I elentless attack to hei backhand 
was fatal Sabatmi s new 
net -rushing style bioke hei 
ihvthm Ciiaf was in tioublo she 
was losing 

Woise still like John Mcbnioe 


Graf had lost that psychological 
edge no longer were her 
opponents unnerved by the 
pi ospect of just playing her And 
they trumpeted this When 
Jennifei Capi lati won a set fi om 
Gi af at an exhibition pi loi to the 
US Open she went on netwoi k 
telev ision and called it a 
bieakthumgh EvenMaitina 


commented, The aura isn t there 
anymore ’ 

But the words had to come from 
the champion herself And when 
thevdid that more than 
anything else explained her 
cataclysmic year 

The\ ai e not all aid anymore 
said Stelfi 
/s she ’ # 
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BY SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL 


W HETHER Diego 

Armando Maradona is 
the greatest footballer 
of all time—even 
greater than Pele—is debatable. 
But what is beyond all question is 
that the footbadling existence of 
this diminutive Argentinian has 
been more theatrical than that of 
anyone else—in our time, and 
before. 

Diego Maradona is a constant 
sensation An electrifying, 
unignorable, controversial 
phenomenon that keeps us alive 
all the time to his presence, to his 
greatness, his success, his failure, 
his joy, his anguish, his pain, 
and, above all, his vulnerability. 
Almost in the fashion of classical 
Greek tragedy. 

Well, nothing tragic has really 
happened to his life, yet But, for 
all his success, his celebrityhood, 
Diego Armando Maradona seems 
to have lived all his life on the edge 
of ruin. His greatness is that he 
has survived those crevices with a 
mastery that bordered on the 
clairvoyant. 

In 1978, the gall that 
accumulated in him, for being 
ignored by Cesar Luis Menotti 
could have permanently disabled 
his spirits 

In 1982, the red card and the 
injuries, and of course, the 
premature persecution seemed 
destined to stifle his enormous 
promise in midpassage And then, 
after the mellowing of Mexico, 

1990 had once again come like a 
chilling, disquieting omen. Now, 
laden with the pressures of 
age—its crippling 
side-effects—and a declining 
morale, the era of Diego Maradona 
came the closest to its end. 

'And the awareness of that 
inevitable doom, its looming 
spectre, now typifies the mood of 
soccer’s innumerable fans. 


On The Edge 
01 Ruin 


IN Rome, if anyone bore the 
biggest question mark on himself 
like one heavy deathly crucifix, it 
was undoubtedly Maradona. As if 
he himself was going to determine 
his survival in soccer’s hallowed 
circle with a finality that not even 
fate had the power to intervene. 
And by the time it all ended for 
Diego Maradona it had all gone 
wrong and the tears that rolled 
down his cheeks were shed in 
memory of the glory that swathed 
him once and was now missing. 

This was one man who could do 
anything just at will. He could 
shoot, dribble, pass, head and 
tackle. He was murderously 
^ick; he was brave, strong i 

imaginative and astonishingly 
sure of his abilities. 

He was two-footed, good in the 
air, and read the game superbly. 
And when he swept forward with 
the ball at his feet, you got the 
impression that it would take an 
anti-tank gun to stop him. Diego 
Maradona obviously did not ever 
set out to make anyone feel 
inferior, but that’s the effect he 
normally had on one Euid Edl. 

And then there was his 
enormous zest for football. His 
adventurism. His courage. The 
most perfect lethal combination of 
which brought him and his side so 
many incredible wins. 

But by 1990, on soccer's most 
spectacular stage, it all suddenly 
sounded so nostEilgic. All that 
Diego MarEuiona had been before, 
and ho was now no longer. 

Now he seemed so pathetically 
out of his depth. Except for those 
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sporadic bursts of excellence, 
which again underscored his 
past glory, there was an almost 
inexplicable confusion about his 
game that was distressing. 

So the pundits tried to analyse 
the unbelievable phenomenon that 
was now unfolding before their 
eyes. Bobby Charlton said. 
•'Maradona was not fully fit. He 
had lost too much weight, 
ironically, in his over, enthusiasm 
to get fit," 

And as if that was not tragic 
enough Bobby Robson opined, 
“This man was paying the price 
for hia own sin. In his 
over-enthusiasm to domineer over 


others, to prove himself as 
soccer’s supreme god, he had 
already displayed the extremes of 
his powers. Now we all know what 
he can do, how much he can do 
anyone can formulate his 
strategy accordingly And that’s 
it. He’s finished” 

J UST as his football, Diego 
Maradona has been equally 
newsmaking in his utterances 
and behaviour too He has shot off 
his mouth at the slightest 
provocation, slanderously 
charging even the game’s highest 
body, FIFA, with corruption; his 
club Napoli has paid a heavy price 


both in terras of cash and pain, for 
having him in their ranks. 

Diego Maradona has ^n 
jMirdoned all the while, just like 
genius has often been, as their 
exploits outweigh their crimes. 
But now at this hour of his failing 
powers, declining public faith, 
maybe Diego Maradona does not 
afford it anymore. It may not be 
preposterous to say that the 
future no longer belongs to 
Maradona. And that realisation is 
necessary. 

For the end of Diego Maradona 
should come in a way befitting the 
lofty images of excellence that he 
once evoked. • 
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P.T. USHA 


The Show is Over 


BY SHEVLIN SEBASTIAN 


S HE had become defensive in 
late July at the National 
Open athletics 
championships in New 
Delhi Ashwini Nachappah^djust 
inflicted a stunning defeat on her 
m the 200m She faced television 
cameras, radio and print 
journalists, and with no break in 
her voice, she said ‘There is 
nothing to worry about I am yet to 
reach my peak In Beijing, I will 
show everyone what I am capable 
of 

But there was a feeling of 
uncertainty You could see it at 
the corner of her mouth, in the 
way her tongue slid out and wet 
her lips, m her eyes, in the 
manner that she stood- slightly 
stooped forward—a 
serai-defensive posture The 
hands were clasped together, 
strangely, like a supplicant and it 
was saddening to see how the 
virus of doubt had invaded her 
mind 

Did she sense a decline then‘s 
Did she feel that her body could 
not take it any more'? Did she 
believe that she no longer had the 
power of old—the surging, 
pulsing, burning rhythm of the 
last fifty metres that helped her to 
sweep past her opponents 
Nobody knew for sure 
In the end, she qualified for 
Beijing only as a member of the 
relay team 

But over there, in the Chinese 
capital, she was far from her best 
You could see it clearly in the last 
hundred metres of the 400m race, 
where Ush* was struggling to get 
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those lamous legs ot hers moving, 
but, somehow, nothing happened 
She had to struggle her way to the 
tape Coming first was out of the 
question but she did come second 
Age and a physical decline had 
eroded her speed 

And so, at the end of the Games, 
P T Usha had won another two 
silver medals in the relays and 
that was it But despite this, her 
countrymen were outraged What 
about a gold"? they screamed And 
perhaps the problem lay with us, 
in the sense that our expectations 
of her were unreal We expected 
her to go on winning forever That 
her rivals were younger, keener, 
stronger and hungrier seemed 
irrelevant 

Or maybe the problem lay with 
her coach, O M Nambiar who, in 
countless interviews, confidently 
predicted ‘She is sure to win gold 
in Beijing She is in good form’ 

Or maybe she was running 
against her will Again, in 
Beijing, at a press conference, she 
exploded ‘I never really wanted to 
carry on After the Asian Track 
and Field championships last 
November, I wanted to retire But 
the SAI officials wouldn’t let me 
(here she mentioned their names 
but are officials’ names ever 
important*?) and they came to my 
house in Payolli repeatedly and 
begged me to continue They said 
that the country depended on me. 
And so, I decided to carry on ’ 

But now let’s not carry on and 
on about how she didn’t win gold m 
Beijing It’s not important now 
There is no doubt that she is 


India’s greatest woman athlete 
For yeais together, she has won 
gold medals at Asian level meets 
Look at these statistics over a ten 
year international career, she has 

















won 17 gold, ten silver and one 
bronze. And if you were to add the 
SAF Games to the list, the tally 
would rise to 24 gold, 12 silver 
,ind 2 bronze. And this is an 
cKtraordinary achievement It was 
tally she and she alone who has 
brought respectabil ity to the 
Indian medal tally 

Question What would have 
been our gold medal tally in the 
SfS Seoul Asian Games if Usha liad 
not won four golds''* 

Answer One 
Because of her superb 
performances, she has been 
India’s best sporting Ambassador 
tor years together In Beijing, she 
was treated with the deepest 
respect, a sense of awe bordering 
on reverence 

Time and time again, as she sat j 
under the red and white Coca-Cola I 




umbrella in the Asian Games 
Village, men, women and children 
came up to her to get an 
autograph. They would approach, 
a certain hesitancy in their walk, 
a marked tension on their face, 
and proffer an autograph book. 
Usha would take it, sign it, 
exchange a few words and they 
would smile brightly and walk 
away, elevated by the fact that she 
was simple, low-key and 
laid-back. 

If you were to say you are from 
India, as I did on the 2200kni 
train trip from Beijing to Canton, 
then Chinese travellers, in broken 
English, asked about Usha They 
wore curious about iier They 
asked whether she was married 
and it tixik quite a while to explain 
what an arranged marriage in 
India is like 



But all this does not mean that 
Usha is a perfect human being. 
She has her flaws as Ashwini 
Nachappa could testify to but, in 
decency, wouldn't do so publicly. 
She has played favourites. She has 
not come out for regular baton 
practi.se with the Indian relay 
team prior to the Games And if 
rumour is to be believed, she 
almost sabotaged the chances of 
Nachappa and Zeina Ayrton 
making it to the relay team. She 
has always been given choice of 
lane and in coincidence alter 
coincidence, Nachappa was 
always in the next lane, so that 
Usha could keep an eye on her. 

But no one is perfect and Usha 
has a better character than most. 

Anyway, the focus is on her 
performance this year and it has 
not been a memorable one, by her 
own high standards It is tragic 
that she also decided to retire this 
year and perhaps her eternal 
regret will be that she left in a 
blaze of silver, rather than of goldi 
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FmIKE T YSON 

Ready 

To 

Rumble 


I BY PRAPEEP PAUL 


H E’S big. He’s black. And 
he sure ain’t beautiful. 
‘Iron’ Mike l^son has 
come a long way since 
he prowled dark, menacing 
Brooklyn alleys with the Jolly 
Stompers. A lonely childhood; a 
violent adolescence; the 
heartbreaking loss of mentors Cue 
D’Amato and Jimmy Jacobs; a 
messy divorce, money rows with 
his handlers. He’s handled them 
all. What he couldn’t handle, 
though, was a crushing right 
from an unfancied James ‘Buster’ 
Douglas. 

The year began ominously for 
Tyson. Preparing for his title 
defence against IDouglas, he was 
felled by his sparring partner 
Qreg Page. Then, in the bout 
itself, a Douglas uppercut put the 
lights out. So what if the ref 
started his count cm a grovelling 
Douglas two seconds late in the 
eighth round? That Tyson had 
allowed him the liberty of coming 
this distance was testimony 
enough of the champ’s fallibility. 

So, the man who strutted a, 

“How dare they challenge me with 
















their primitive skills” attitude 
after demolishing a glass-jawed 
Frank Bruno, now nursed his 
blpz-k eye in humiliating isolation. 
“I’m not the sort of guy who’s 
going to cry when you take the 
bottle away,” he said after his loss. 
Then, when further probed, 
confessed. “This ain t the first 
time that I lost. Hey, I’ve lost in 
life”. 

But that don't mean Tyson a a 
quitter. Matter of fact, he hates 
them. “I don’t respect a guy who 
quits. Once you quit, you'll quit 


sap his energy with the bruising 
pace, both in and out of the ring 

As one boxing expert Larry 
Merchant explained, “It ^eq^lH^e8 
such a tremendous amount of 
energy, physical and emotional, 
to fight that way that few men can 
sustain it. Unlike Ali or Holmes, 
they must put their whole selves 
into that moment in the ring. 
Usually they are people who live 
fast and die young". 

Tyson’s livin’ fast, for sure. But 
he ain’t plannin’ on dying young. 
Although he could do with a little 



again.” he said, and shifted into 
overdrive again. Henry 'nilman 
went first round in June. A head 
butt during some 
overenthusiastic training in 
September required 48 stitches 
above the right eye. And, in early 
December. Alex Stewart failed to 
survive the opening round. Tyson 
was back with a vengeance. His 
'mind was focussed. There was 
only one direction. Forward. And 
only one gear. Top. 

Yet. it is this very drive that 
threatens to consume the man To 


privacy while he 8 around. Real ^ 

freedom is having nothing. I was 
freer when I d idn’t have a cent, ” he 
says and then proffers a brief 
insight into Tyson the man when 
he adds. “Do you know what I do 
sometimes*^ Put on a ski-mask, 
dress in old clothes and beg 
quarters”. This, from a man who 
makes tens of millions every time 
he steps into the ring. 

He’s had a bad year But, for 
now. Iron Mike -to borrow a 
phrase from Muhammad Ali -is 
‘ lean, hard and ready to rumble’ • 
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BISHEN SING H BEm 

Mr. Self 
Destruct 


BY AVIK LEE 


A STOLEN scene tznin a 
hindi fl lek The vi 1 l.ti n 
gasping foi bieath blood 
di ipping fl om gashes on 
his face, his right ai in hanging 
limp, crawls aci oss the llooi to a 
switch marked selt destinet Ho 
struggles to his feet i caches out 
for the switch pi esses the button 
and then falls aci oss the table In a 
few seconds the whole building 
blows up And this is what this 
piece IS about self dost i lu tion 
The BCCIfin c omphance to the 
trend sot by othei cricketing 
boards/had appointed Bishen 
Singh Bedi as the managei of the 
Indian cricket team A inodei n 
cricket manager sjob is no 
longer restiicted to just making 
travel plans and booking hotel 
rooms Additional lesponsibilities 
of team strategy, fitness of each 
player and a good i elationship 
with the press have made this job 
a very challenging one 
Bedi, who even during his 
playing days always preferied to 
walk on the wilder side of the 
street, seemed to be the perfect 
choice because he had always said, 
“Indian cricket lacks direction, 
discipline and hard work 
And when the job was finally 


given to him he had said I rn not 
going to 1( ave the playoi s alone 
I ni not going to leave myself 
alone I’m intensely 
ronimitted He had added, I 
don t want to be ovei beai mg I 
know when to draw the line At 
the same time I know when to 
push somebody Unfoi tunately, 
Bishen didn t know much about 
lines’or drawing' 

When Sunil Gavaskar 
ironically, once one of Bedi s close 
friends, refused his MCC 
membership, Bedi having 
obviously consulted God on the 
issue decided to speak for him 
and everyone else The final word 
one could say In a widely 
circulated letter, Bedi expressed 
his shock and disgust, insisting 
that Sunny boy had insulted the 
game and let down thousands of 
Indian residents in the UK The 
lettei ended in style “I feel 
ashamed of those days when I 
played with Gavaskar ’’ Once 
again, Bedi had lost the line 
It was also during this tour of 
England that Bedi washed his 
hands off Azhar’s decision to 
allow England to bat m the first 
Test, after India had won the toss 
His outrageous public 
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pronouncement so shocked 
Intikhab Alam the managet ot 
the Pakistan team that he said A 
managei is theie tosuppoit his 
captain In the di easing i oom he 
has eveiy i ight to make liis 
dissent deal nevei pubhily I 
wouldn t hav e done a Bedi That s 
about the toughest act to lollow 
and Alam knew it 

Not only we i e pt^iple upset by 
what Bedi had been saying tlie 
playeis who wcio initially 
lespecllul but wai y now.linally 
1 ealised the man was bi yond 
communication 

Even the Indian i aptain 
Aaharuddiii lost hiscomjxisuie 
and suggested that the BC’CI 
abolish the post of a 11icket 
manager Acc outing to him Bedi 
did not both! i to take some of the 
load oil his shouldeis ncithei did 
he ti y and help when his advice 
was lequiu'd 

An obvious outi om(> of sue h 
behavioui was that Bedi was 
sacked Whit i downfall loi imui 
who had s.ud As tai as i espi 1 1 
goes you cannot demand It You 
have to eai n it He had lost the job 
he coveted most as will is his 
self lO'jpect 

But did that silt ncc Ikdi'' 

Never • He w is,s(Iei ill a 
piovotatoi It hisoutiagcous 
publit pionoiinci nients ii sultc'd 
1 n shock h is pi ovoi ations 
lesulted in open dislike Dui ing 
the Chandigai h 1 1 st he lashi d out 
at Ravi Shdsti i lot not bowling 
This piovocation led to a slanging 
match at a party that evening 

Urifoi tunately Uedi tins to play 
the part of the other man s 
conscience While car tying out 
this role what he fails to icalise is 
that he is sti pping into the tr ap he 
has set for oth( 1 s And now he is 
being looki d upon as a buffoon a 
medium of entr itainment at a 
boring party 

Bishen Singh Bedi s assignment 
was to build up India e team into a 
strong outfit for tliP 90 s Not only 
has he singularly failed in this 
task he has also lost the respect of 
the establishment and the people 
who believed in him 

If Bishen Bedi can close the 
zipper on his mouth India can use 
him Other wise he can 
self destruct in isolation • I 
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Sportsworld and he 
(Kapil) began their 
careers in the same year. 
We in Sportswarld have 
tried to play it fair and 
square which is how Kopil 
Dev hos played his 
cricket...if Kapil was to 
retire today his 
contribution to Indion 
cricket would be 
considered as significant 
as that of Gavaskor. And 
thot should be enough to 
keep anyone happy, and 
the country grateful 
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BY the time you get to read 
this the Indian government 
should have decided whether 
to cancel the Pakistani tour or 
take a risk and pray that all 
goes well. The Pakistanis 
certainly do not want to come, 
and who can blame them. Even 
during settled times a 
Pakistani tour creates its own 
provocations, and anybody 
who seriously believes that 
sporting exchanges help to 
main tain harmony is only 
fooling himself, especially 
when Pakistan is openly and 
willingly giving "moral and 
diplomatic’’support to 
Kashmiri separatism. 

On the other hand, to cancel 
the tour would be to 
acknowledge that the 
communal situation is getting 
out of control, throughout a 
large part of this country. 

Of course, if the Pakistan 
High Commission is prepared 
to cooperate, a face-saving 
device for the Indian 
government as well as the very 
new President of the BCCI, 
would be for Mr. Abdul Sattar 
to advise his government to 
postpone the tour. And then, 
perhaps, we could get back to 
giving due importance to 
domestic tournaments. These 
have been neglected by the 
Press, players, and the public \ 
and urgently need care and 
attention. 

a 

, nie President of the BCCI 


who was such a success as the 
Minister of Railways will find 
this job somewhat different. 

As a Minister be could rely on 
a Board comprising 
professionals who were mostly 
interested in getting the Job 
done as efficiently and quickly 
as feasible. 

To become the President, 
Madhavrao Scindia won a 
bitterly-fought election by one 
vote, and guess where that 
came from? You’re right, it 
was the Railway’s vote per 
kind courtesy George 
Fernandes who was 
approached by old friend M.J. 
Akbas (The other side also 
used dome pretty heavyweight 
politicians, and now you know 
why some of us have never 
been keen to get involvedJ.This 
victory was hardly appreciated 
by the losers amongst whom 
one must include the Hony. 
Secretary who, I understand, 

IS a skilful operator and will 
not miAd in the least if his 
President trips at every second 
step. If the tour does takeplaoe 
and there is an untoward 
incident, which is quite likely, 
the early casualties will be 
secularism (as understood in 
this country) and Scindia; this 
will be a pity, for is 
genuinely interested in the 
game, hasadminiatraUve 
experience, enjpysagood 
rapport with the players, and 
if given the (Chance may Inring 
aneWmeaaingto the 
organutaUan^thegeiae. . 







Kapil played it fair... 


[ If as seems likely at this 

moment, Imran Khan and his 
team will have the tour 
postponed, Kapil Dev will have 
to wait a while to achieve 
greater exclusivity We have 
been fortunate to have had 
fourgi'eat all-rounders on 
view at the same time There 
never will be unanimity about 
who was the best, but Kapil 
Dev will have his share of 
supporters Sport sworld ajid 
he teg-an their cai’eers in the 
same year We i/i Sportsworld 
have tried to play it fair and 
square which is how Kapil Dev 
has played his cricket He 
shares 376 wickets with 
Botham This achievcmcn t 
took him 110 Tests and 
Botham 97 Botham also has 
about 500 more runs In the 
last two Tests Kapil has taken 
29 wickets At this rate he will 
need another 30 Tests to equal 
Hadlee’s record This seem s a 
bit of wishful thinking, but in 
fact if Kapil was to retire today 
his contribution to Indian 
cricket would be considered as 
significant as that of 
Gavaskar And that should be 
enough to keep anyone happy, 
and the country grateful 


( 




hti 











f M 





So you thought you followed sport 
very closely in 1990. 

Well, Neil O’Brien bowls a few 

googlies. Try and survive 

three overs from the master quizzar<; 


Complete Test Cricket Records 


Records of all Test playing countries 


Revised and improved edition 


Hardbound 424 pages Over 50 illustrations 


Price Rs 150 00 (post free if remitted in advance) 


Autographed copies available on request 


Published by 

Thf LargMt Stockist of 
Books on Sports in India 


63A Gokhale Road (North) 
Oadar Bombay 400 028 
Tel 422 9225 


AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING BOOKSELLERS 


I ln April 1990, a 
■computer 
defeated Anatoly 
Karpov. What was its 
name? 


Z What is common 
■to Valentino, 
Ferre, Missoni and 
Mila ^hon? 


3 What was the 
■Telemaster? 

4 Which World Cup 
■footballers were 
the trio of death? 

5 During the lunch 
■bfeaks of the last 
India-England series 


boys and girls played 
a limited version of 
instant cricket. What 
was it called? 

6 Which World Cup 
■footballer went on 
the dole (social 
security) after Italia 
’90? 

7 Who hit the 
■fastest century of 
all time... in just 26 
minutes? 

8 Who owns a 
■speedboat called 
Fidelity? 

9 What record did 
■Lancashire 
















establish in one-day 
cricket m 1990? 


10 . 


Which country 
I scored a shock 


win over a World Cup 
finalist country in 
their first-ever 
European 
Championship 
qualifying tie*? 


n Torquay—and 
■why 

Torquay—played host 
to the World 
Championships of 
what sport‘d 



Four sports 
■ personalities— 


three 

men and one 
woman—figure in 
Life magazine’s 
choice of the 100 most 
influential Americans 
of this century Two 
were Jackie Robinson 
and Muhammad Ah 
Name the other two*^ 


1 O Which Indian 
I Vb sports 
personality said “they 
(the Press) will even 
kill me to make their 
headlines’’*^ 


U Which country 
■entered an 
all-male team in the 
Japan Women’s 
International Karate 
Competition‘s 


1 C Who were the 
I w ■ sponsors of the 
Rovers Cup's 



16 Shouldering arms and bowled 
middle stump' Who’s the batsman's 



Marco Van Hasten 
and Frank Rijkaard 

5) Kwik cricket 

6) Gabriel Calderon 

7) Australian Tom 
Moody for 

Warwickshire versus 
Glamorgan 

8) US President 
George Bush 

9) They became the 
only county to win 
both major one-day 
tournaments -Natwe¬ 
st and Henson & 
Hedges 

10) FarcxGslaiids 

11) The Woi Id Cluedo 
Champioiibhips This 
card game is 
assfxjiatcd with all 
Agatha Christie 
novels, and Toiquay 
IS her birthplac'c as 
well as 1990 her 
centenaiy yeai 

12) Babe Ruth and 
Bilhe Joan King 

13) PT Usha 

14) Pakistan They 
later claimed it was a 
mistake 

15) Lilebuoy 

16) Richaid Hadlee { 

This IS how the great 
all-rounder ended his 
batting career in 
Tests, bowled ] 

DeFreitas for duck i 


18 Cheers to a great 
1991 But who am P 


ANSWERS 


1) Memphisto 

2) They were the 
fashion designers 
whose creations were 


1 7 Recogmse the 
golfer? 


modelled at the 
opening ceremony of 
the 1990 World Cup 
in Milan 


3) The Trans-Asia 
aeromodel flight from 
Amritsar to Dhaka 

4) RuudGulht, 


17) Allan Border 
Who did you think‘s 
Tom WatsorP 

18) Jakob Hlasek, 
winner of the Silk Cut 
Championships, 
London 
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Let’s put it down in black and white ^ 

We can match our wits 


Viswanathan Anand. 



The Master r)f the inexhaustible possibili 




International Grandmaster, competing to become the world champi^ 


pride too. 


His was competence a('quired through learning and 


inforce faith in our mental agility and perseverance. Because 


a complete ajssemblage. We need sequential - and creative 


Let’s do some mental gymnastics. Let’s do some reflection - 


A. 


thinking. 


And then let’s use it to checkmate the world! 





The Rameo Group extends corporate patronage to Inter 

W kti tJL j i w y ^« 



lagainst the world. 


4 


ties of chess, combining strict logic with depth of content. 

U 


4* An 
* 


bn! As Indians we can be iiroud of him - and it will be justifiable 
developed through training. Let s hold him up as an example to re - 
to demonstrate mastery, one performance is not enough - it needs 


1 

3r 


thinking to make or do something the world has never seen! 

^ ? 

$ 

'xamination - deliberation - contemplation - or just good plain 


national Grandmaster f^iswanathan inand. 


The Rameo Group 

# lotton Vain • (otton Textiles * Cement • Fibre Cement Sheets # Pipes and A( cessones 

• Comouter Software • Digital Elettronus • Surgical Dressings d 
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So you thought you followed sport 
very closely in 1990. 

Well, Neil O’Brien bowls a few 

googlies. Try and survive 

three overs from the master quizzard 


Complete Test Cricket Records 


Records of all Test playing countries 


Revised and improved edition 


Hardbound 424 pages Over 50 illustrations 


Price Rs 15000 (post free if remitted in advance) 


Autographed copies available on request 


Published by 


Th« UrgMt Stockist of 
Boohs on Sports in India 


63A Qokhale Road (North) 
Oadar Bombay 400 028 
Tel 422 9225 


AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING BOOKSELLERS 


1 In April 1990, a 
■computer 
defeated Anatoly 
Karpov What was its 
name‘s 


Z What IS common 
■to Valentino, 
Ferre, Missoni and 
Mila Schon? 


3 What was the 
■Telemaster*? 

4 Which World Cup 
■footballers were 
the trio of death‘s 

5 During the lunch 
■breaks of the last 
India-England series 


boys and girls played 
a limited version of 
instant cricket What 
was it called*^ 

6 Which World Cup 
■footballer went on 
the dole (social 
security) after Italia 
’ 90 ’ 

7 Who hit the 
■fastest century of 
aUtime. in just 26 
minutes’ 

8 Who owns a 
■speedboat called 
Fidehty? 

9 What record did 
■Lancashire 
















establish in one-day 
cricket in 1990“^ 


Marco Van Hasten 
and Frank Rijkaard 


1 fi Which country 
I Ui scored a shock 
win over a World Cup 
finalist country in 
their first-ever 
European 
Championship 
qualifying tie*^ 


n Torquay—-and 
■why 

Torquay—played host 
to the World 
Championships of 
what sport‘d 


1 O Four sports 
I ■■■personalities— 
three 

men and one 
woman— figure in 
Life magazine’s 
choice of the 100 most 
influential Americans 
of this century Two 
were Jackie Robinson 
and Muhammad Ah 
Name the other two*^ 


1 O Which Indian 
I sports 
personality said “they 
(the Press) will even 
kill me to make their 
headlines’’*^ 


U Which country 
■entered an 
all-male team in the 
Japan Women’s 
International Karate 
Competition*^ 


1 C Who were the 
I w ■sponsors of the 
Rovers Cup*^ 


ANSWERS 


1) Memphisto 


2) They were the 
fashion designers 
whose creations were 




17 Recognise the 18 Cheers to a great 
golfer*^ 1991 But who am P 


5) Kwik cricket 

6) Gabriel Calderon 

7) Australian Tom 
Moody for 

Warwickshire versus 
Glamorgan 

8) US President 
George Bush 

9) They became the 
only county to win 
both major one-day 
tournaments Nat we¬ 
st and Benson & 
Hedges 

10) Faroe Islands 

11) The World Cluedo 
Champifmships This 
card game is 
associated with all 
Agatha Christie 
novels, and Torquay 
IS her birthplace as 
well as 1990 her 
centenary year 

12) Babe Ruth and 
Bilhe Jean King 

13) P T Usha 

I 

14) Pakistan 'I'hey i 

later claimed it was a | 
mistake i 

15) Lifebuoy j 

16) Richai d I ladlee ' 

This IS how the g rent | 
all-rounder ended his 
batting career in [ 

Tests, bowled 
DeFreitas for duck 

17) Allan Bolder j 
Who did you think*? i 
Tom Watson*? 


modelled at the 
opening ceremony of 
the 1990 World Cup 
m Milan 


3) The Trans-Asia 
aeromodel flight from 
Amritsar to Dhaka 

4) Ruud Gullit, 


18) Jakob Hlasek, 
winner of the Silk Cut 
Championships, 
London 











YEAR END 


SPECIAL 


PEOPLE WE 
LOVE.... 



PANACHE, style, glitz, glamour, you’ve 
come a long way, baby. Just when women 
athletics was looking bad, every way, she 
breezed in. Easy smile, sizzling leotards, 
cool conversationalist and wait, fellas, she 
could run too. Two wins over Usha and you 
knew she was smouldering on and off the 
track. f 

Poor man’s Flo Jo? No way, she’s our 
Ashwini. 


MICHAEL CHANG 


WHY him, what’s he done? Not a Grand 
Slam win, not a Top 5 ranking. Ah, but the 
gentle oriental-Americamhelps tennis retain 
character, in an era where it has almost 
vanished. He does it in small subtle ways 
that go unnoticed. 

In America this autumn he did not replay, 
but twice overruled the umpire to give his 
opponent the point. One was a set point. 

As the tennis world split into two distinct 
circuits—slow courts and fast—Chang 
embarrassed many of his cowardly 
baselining colleagues, by not only playing 
Wimbledon, but quietly insisting that one 
day he could win it. 

In the Davis Cup semi-finals, in front of a 
wild 15,000 crowd in Vienna, he pulled back 
from two sets to love down, to beat Horst 
Skoff in the deciding fifth match. 

Courageous. Determined. A gentleman. 
Michael Chang honours tennis with his 
presence. Only winning, doesn’t count! 


THE KABADDI TEAM 


DOES anybody 
know their names? 
Where they come 
from? It is a most 
awful shame that we 
don’t. 

The silence that 
comes with our 
mediocrity, was 
fttidtiy interruptedby 
tbe»shuffling of their 
feet and the chant of 
their attack~^the 
beautiful sound of 


















ROGER MILLA 

IF there was a man 
the world would like 
to have been in 1990, 
it was Roger Milla. To 
be 38 years old. A sort 
of 

never-was-has-been. 
Ignored. Yet to score. 
To score again and 


India winning. Take 
your hats off people. 
It is time to honour 
Ashan Kumar, Ashok 
Sindhe, Hardeep 
Singh, Raja Rantnam, 
K.K. Godara, Anjar 
Ali, Om Prakash, Anil 
Kumar, Randhir 
Singh, Raju Bhavsar, 
Tirathraj,B.P. Sirohi 
and Prasad Rao 
Ejapureddi Asian 
Qamesgold 
medalUsts. 

CSiaxnpidns.. ' 


again. And dance a 
samba at the comer 
flag. And mock and 
tease the best the 
world offered. To 
have the crowd 
bellow your name to 
be un-benched. To 
have them bellow 
again when you were 
un-benched. To. give 



football, the game, on 
its greatest stage, a 
new dimension 
everytime your feet 
walked those fields. 

Oh, to be Roger 
Milla in 1990. At least 
for some men these 
things do not remain 
only dreams. 


DAVID GOWER 


Michaelangelo s 
David come to life on 
a cricket pitch. Of a 
beauty forever. Curly 
haired, choir boy 
face, summer delight. 
Like the languor that 
comes with the 
English sun, he plays. 
A dreamy inertia, or 
so it would seem. A 
West Indian monster 
rips one at 
him—David leans 
back, his bat moving 
in an arc as smooth as 



wine on silk, and the 
ball is over the 
boundary ropes. They 
drop him, warn him, 
lecture him—change, 
man. David writes a 
century of poetry 
with his bat and they 
take him to Australia 
‘for the Ashes. 

Change, for what? 
Was there something 
wrong with 
Michaelangelo’s 
David? 



DINA RAM 


WHEN they spoke of Beijing Asiad medal 
prospects they talked of Usha, hockey, 
archery, Bahadur Prasad, kabaddi. 

They forgot somebody. A 3000m 
steeplechaser. 

Two weeks later, when they spoke of 
India’s performance at the Asian Games, 
they spoke of indiscipline, lack of 
motivation, mediocrity. Again they did not 
mention the 3000m steeplechase. How could 
they, Dina Ram was a winner. And a hero. 

He asked for spikes to run in, and they 
gave him ordinary ones, not the specific 
ones that steeplechasers use. He did not 
falter. 

At the last water jump, he stumbled. The 
stumble lost him distance and the leader 
moved away. Like some other Indian 
runners he could have given up. He did not 
falter. 

He ran his big heart out, lunged at the 
tape, took the silver medal. 

The gold medal was 0.55 seconds away 
from him. If only he had those spikes. If only 
India had more heroes like Dina Ram. 













..AND PEOPLE 
WEDONT 


FRANK RIJKAARD __ 

IS the menacing Surinamese the 
reincarnation of a Calcutta thelia-walla? 

Pity he couldn’t match the skill, distance and 
unerring trajectory of his spitting with his 
feet. Soccer players kick, push, shove each 
other, not to mention the odd death-threat. 
But Rijkaard’s exacting saliva! projectile 
that hit Germany’s Rudi Voeller just over 
the ear, was 1990’s most innovative—and 
despicable—retaliation. Rudi whined to the 
referee, Rijkaard was unfazed—he spat 
again. Bullseye—but what a jerk! 




THOIB A SINGH 


MIRACLE man. 
Revealed the Indian 
Hockey Federation’s 
myopia by claiming 
India could actually 
have won the Asian 
Games. Ah, but only if 
he was captain. 
Obviously Thoiba has 
vast reservoirs of 
hockey intellect that 
no-one knows of, but 
him. Yet he refused a 
brain scan-^in fear 
that it would reveal 
nothing, but an 
exaggerated sense of 
self-importance 


‘BUTCH* 

REYNOLDS 


IF sport is dirty, 
cheats are the main 
filth, the slime on the 
bottom of the pool. 
Because they deceive 
the world. ‘Butch’ 
Reynolds flew like a 
bird on the run—on 
wings of courage we 
thought, as he broke 
the 400m world 
record and paraded 
with patriotic seal his 
nationc^ flag. But the 
bird was diseased and 
he flew on wings of 
drugs. Dretun turned 


to nightmare, and no r 
detergent ean wash 
off^tbrhndof ' V 
‘cheat’ hei^wslei^ , 
with , ^ 

















JOHN McENROE 


BALDY, go home or zipper your mouth. 
See, John it’s simple—genius are forgiven 
their trespasses, so your surly mouth and 
mouthings were ignored. Now your play 
sucks, so shut up. One day 
Johii'the-family-man promises self 
control—^the next day he gets booted out of 
the Australian Open. The world continues to 
look td you—and you contipue to disappoint 



ZORAM THANGA _ 


CRY-BABY champion. Gives India its 
only medal, a bronze, at the WQrld Cup 
boxing but fashions a tantrum so vulgar 
when his semi-final is stopped, that you 
wonder what this boy is doing in a man's 
sport. Losing with grace is the first lesson, 
winning the second. Thanga obviously 
skipped a class 



MARGARET COURT 


FOR a bom-again Christian Minister, she 
showed little charity and much venom, in 
belittling Martina Navratilova for her 
sexual preferences, saying she was a poor 
role model for youngsters. Not ptUy is '' 
Martina a greater player than Court, but 
also a people’s champion. And ye Margaret' 
of little faith, and negligible wisdom, first 
wonder of your own sins. Or to put it simp^i 
shut-up. , 

Wrttte few aaha arfMUi 

















I RACHITA PANDA 


There’s another fast—athletic speed, what 
else?—girl looming on the Indian athletics 
circuit. Breaking free of the 
Usha-Ashwini-Zenia shadow is young 
Rachita Panda. And she’s set to go places. 
Part of the Beijing squad, she didn’t get to 
show her stuff, thanks mainly to some 
last-minute mixups by the powers that be, 
but that’s not going to slow her down any. 
This attractive sprinter from Oriss^ is 
firmly slotted into the starting blocks...and 
there ain’t no stopping her. 


VINOD KAMBLI 


The man who outscored Sachin Tendulkar in 
their world record partnership of 664 runs. 

A Michael Jackson freak—he even wears his 
hair like the musicman. And he wielded his 
bat with the authority of a conductor as he 
piled up 350 of those 664 runs. Since then he 
has not got the exposure his partner got, but 
consistent scores at the Ranji level ensure 
that this young man will not be denied long. 



BRIAN LAUDRUP 


You didn’t see him at Italia’90. But that 
doesn’t mean you won’t be seeing this 
21-year-old striker of rare skill and vision at 
all. If sporting backgrounds matter, here’s a 
sure winner. Son of Finn Launip, footballer 
of yesteryears. Brother of Michael Laudrup, 
Denmark’s brilliant but erratic star. So does 
he need a recommendation? No way. His 
talent suffices. The next episode of the 
Laudrup dynasty is about to take place. Stay 
tunedk 
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Sport, like everything else 
in life, needs a regular 
infusion of fresh blood 
to stay alive. Meet the five 
sportspersons we’d like to 
see more of 


YEAR END 


SAURAV GANGULY 


rill 1987, Saurav Ganguly was the 
only candidate from the East Zone 
to qualify for the MRF bowling 
camp in Madras. Bowling camp? But he’s 
not a bowler. 

Correction. He was a bowler. He’s now in 
the news for his batting. The proof is in the 
string of high scores that he keeps notching 
up in one game after another. He bats with 
an easy languid grace as if like a big cat 
stretching after a meal and plays each 
stroke as though caressing the ball. We 
better stop right now cos’ we want you to 
watch him and decide for yourselves. 



Talk Skah and images of an exhau.sted man 
lying sprawled across Jawaharlal Nehru 
stadium’s red tartan track flash across the 
mind. That was 1989, and the gutsy runner 
had just lost a brave battle against Irishman 
John Doherty at the Permit Meet, New 
Delhi. But that’s not how Khalid Skah likes 
seeing himself. Like when he led the cream 
of the world’s distance runners-including 
four-time winner John Ngugi-over hill and 
dale to win the World Cross Country 
championships at Aix Les Bains, France, 
this year. He’s not just Said Aouita’s 
teammate anymore! 




















JAHANGIR 


t 


The‘Khan’has lost 
his crown. Jahangir 
Khan’s long term 
prospects in the world 
of squash are slowly 
being ‘squashed’ and 
the man doing the 
‘squashing’ is Jansher 
Khan. 

The message is 
clear: It’s time for him 
to ‘squash off’. But 
wait! He’s done his 
bit. He Wanted nine 
British Opens. He’s 
done it. What else? 
Romancing Nazia 
Hassan. Not 
befitting a pastime. So it’s his business 
that’s beckoning and it’s called (rather 
ironically) ‘Unsquashable.’ 


r SUB RATA BHATTACHARYA 

The Bengali Hurricane has lost his force. 
This, however does not hold true in 
footballing terms. This relic of the Calcutta 
Maidan had us enthralled both with his skill 
and temperament. For the officials ‘Subrata 
Bashing became a pastime. In terms of 
aggro, he had no equal and many a player 
from a lowly ranked club-including Mohun 
Bagan officials—were on the receiving end 
of his tongue and hands. 

For 17 years he entertained us, his stock is 
now slowly dipping. It’s time you called it a 
day Subroto. Thanks for the show. 


Li 


MARTINA NAVRATILOVA 


Hey Martina, look up for God’s sake! The 
(Curtains coming down right over your head. 
jQkay, now look ahead. What do you see? 

;, |Ibrde$ of talented young teeny hoppers. 

t Scared? .. . 

^ Well, you shouldn’t be. You wanted 
Wimbledon ninetimes. You got it. Now 

g ather up your kit, woman, and make like 
1st w the exit. Maybe you can pick up your 
with Chris in the commentary box 
Irave tennis tb the kids. 


1^ 
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TOGO 


The spirit is willing. But the flesh 
is weak. In some cases, it’s the 
other way around! But, c’mon 
guys, don't you think it’s time 
you moved on? 


YEAR END 













IAN BOTHAM 


ian Botham has been doing a lot of walking 
lately. He walks for almost anything! 
leukaemia, spastics, for the poor and 
deprived and what not. Suffering from 
something? Call, Ian, he’ll walk for you. The 
onlyplace where Ian is not walking into is 
the Efnglish cricket team!« 

We miss you, Ian. But life is cruel and 
failure doubly so. If you’ve no cricket left in 
)mu, you can just keep walkin ’. 


ALAIN FROST 


Driver extraordinaire. But suffers from 
such an incredible Ayrton Senna-complek 
that he might as well stay off the Formula 
One circuit. 

First it was the McLaren team that treated 
him secdnd best (he eventually shifted to 
Ferrari this year). Then it was Senna who 
was hounding him on the track (Prost says 
he “doesn’t like to race with a man who's not 
afraid of dying"). And the last straw was this 
year’s Japanese GP. First bend. Prost ahead. 
Opens the door. Senna dives. Prost shuts it. 
End of race for both. For once, it’s Senna 
who's legit. And Prost the hazard. Definitely 
time to switch off. Professor. 



Written by Robin Chatlerlee 



















Mike Getting 


Muhd.Aii 


Muhammad Ali says that gfames like football, basketball and ice hockey are far more 
cruel and dang’erous than boxing. • Israel Tennis Association protest against India 
for refusing to issue visas for foiir Israeli players. • Micheal Lemon’s dream of 
becoming a Test cricketer ends when he succumbs to his injuries after being hit on 
the chest by a bouncer. • Azharuddin takes over as captain of the Indian team from 
Srikkanth for the tour of New ^Zealand. • English cricketer David Gower has a 
narrow escape when his car plunges into Lake St. Moritz in Switzerland. • Maradona 
fined $7,700 by the disciplinary committee of the Italian league for saying the World 
Cup draw was rigged. • Sri Lankan national rifle shooting champion was shot dead 
by her police officer boyfriend. • $82 million suit filed by business associates of Bjorn 
Borg against him for violating the shareholders agreement. • George Foreman 
defeats Gerry Cooney in the second round and challenges Tyson. • Maradona says 
that he will make an Italian reporter eat his newspaper for rating Marq^ona’s 
performance as 3.5 out of 10. • England’s rebel team headed by Gatting leaves for 
South Africa. • Buster Douglas knocks out Mike Tyson in the 10th round at Tokyo. • 
Nadia Comaneci shocks the world with her announcement, that her fiancee was a 
Romanian computer engineer and not an American. • Imran Khan auctions off the 
luxury car he was given for the International Cricketer of the Year 1989*90. The 
proceeds were used for the cancer hospital Imran is building. 










Ben Johnson 


Vijay AmrItraJ 


Shiny Wilson 


After six years Ivan Lendl, returns to Czechoslovakia to play an exhibition match. • 
Brazilian soccer club Flemengo threaten to fine Josimar, who played in the ’86 World 
Cup, because he was caught using cocaine during a Rio carnival ball. • Weightlif- 
ters, Ricky Chaplin and Gareth Hines (Wales) are banned for life for using banned 
substances during the Commonwealth Games. • The Indian Government vetoes a 
BCCI proposal to bring West Indies to India as it was ‘not financially viable.’ • The 
Indian Olympic Association decide to bid for tbe 1998 Asian Games- • Indian 
badminton player, Rajiv Bagga creates history by becoming the first deaf and dumb 
player to enter the All England Badminton Championships. • Ben Johnson’s Cana¬ 
dian agent sues him for $4,25,000 for breach of contract. • India’s former hockey 
captain V. Bhaskaran makes his debut in films playing the role of a villian in a Tamil 
movie. • Shiny Wilson wins the 800m gold medal at the Asian track & field meet, ’89. 
The winner Sun Sumei, from China was disqualified after she tested positive for 
drugs. • FIFA issues an order banning all pyrotechnic articles (fireworks, smoke 
bombs and flares) at the World Cup soccer final. • Steffi drops a bombshell by 
announcing that she was contemplating retirement in a few years. • Argentina are 
the first team to arrive in Italy for the World Cup. • All India Lawn Tennis 
Association issue a show cause to Vijay Amritraj for ‘lamentable record of mis- 
dimeanour’ which included unavailability for the Davis Cup. • Lendl wins libel suit 
against British newspaper over allegations that he had an affair with Pamela Bordes. 
• Thijs Libreyto is forced to resign as the coach of Holland following a no-confidence 
motion against him by the players. • Franz Beckenbauer, manager of the West 
German World Cup team marries Sybille Weimer. 














A MINIMUM OF PAPERWORK. 



EXPERT KNOWLEDGE OF WORLDWIDE CUSTOMS REQUIREMENTS. 



ONE ALL-INCLUSIVE PRICE. 


IMMEDIATE DESPATCH OF YOUR SHIPMENT. 


CAN YOU EXPECT THE SAME DOOR-TO-DOOR 
SERVICE FROM YOUR FREIGHT FORWARDER? 


S 

ro 



When shipping around the world, most freight forwarding companies depend on 
outside agents to handle your packages. At DHL, however, we offer you one 
door-to-door service, one all-inclusive invoice, and one truly global network. You can 
depend on the dedication of over 20,000 professionals, spanning more than 180 
countries, and supported by over 7,000 vehicles and aircraft. So why not call us if you 
need an immediate pick-up today? 


We are listed in the Yellow Pages/Telephone Directories. 



woRwwttjeexmess* 

DHL THE COURIER DIVISION OF NRFREIGHT UMTTEO. 
















John McEnroe 


David Gower 


Stephen Hendry, 21, of Scotland becomes the youngest player to win the world 
professional snooker championship. • British government clamp down on soccer 
violence by enforcing a law that restricts people with soccer-related-violence records 
to travel abroad for matches involving England/Wales. • Soviet athlete and an 
Olympic relay gold medallist , Andiei Prokoffieu, commits suicide. He had become 
an alcoholic and was deserted by his family. • The Pittsburgh Marathon witnessed 
two mysterious deaths when the runners collapsed on the track. • Bjorn Borg sues a 
Swedish newspaper for publishing reports that he took drugs. The newspaper 
quoted his ex-girl friend Jannicks Bjorling who said that Borg used cocaine.* Lendl 
and wife Samantha become the parents of a baby girl, Marika. • Tyson romances the 
press before his fight with Henry Tillman. • Australia and Pakistan play two limited 
over matches in America. • Fu Mingkia, 11, of China, becomes the youngest girl to 
win an international diving competition. • Leading East German athlete Heike 
Dreohsler says that she had been forbidden by the former communist party to have 
babies. • Roberto Baggio becomes the most expensive soccer player ever after 
signing a 3 year contract with Juventus for $13 million. • A jury appointed by the 
French sports daily L’Equipe votes Borg as the ‘Player of the Century’. • Twenty 
criminals executed by authorities in Beijing to ensure ‘the safety of the Asian 
Games’. • Canadian Track and Field Association decides to reinstate Ben Johnson in 
September regardless of any pressures they face.* Thousands of Neopolltans 
threaten to disrupt the World Cup if they are not provided with clean drinking water. 
• David Gower launches a written attack against English selectors after he was 
dropped from the English squad against New Zealand. * Cameroon shock the world 
by defeating Argentina in the opening game of the World Cup. * Argentine soccer 
player, Jos SanHlippo, sues Maradona for $10 million because Maradona called him a 
‘turncoat’. * McEnroe implores the Wimbledon authorities to put a glass dome over 
Centre Court, so that, ‘conditions remain constant.’ 
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Give her your love and security. 



Save in a Public Sector Bank. 


fHjt youi hard earned money to work In a I\iblic Se« toi Bank 
And look at all the advantages 

Safety Your hard earned money is totally safe and secure 

Oepoait Bcbemea to suit your need' Choose any deposit scheme 
from a vanety of different packages e g Rclnvestmf nt Fixed Deposits 
Pension Plans Recurring Deposits etc 

Nomination facility Banks offer a nomination fat ihtv so that your 
savings go to your loved ones 

Good returns: You can be assui ed of timely returns And on long 
term deposit schemes you can get a return of upto IQ 6% 

Tax benefits' Interest income upto Rs 7000 per annum Is exempt 
from Incomt Tax 

Loan facility: You can take a loan ol upto 75% ol your deposit 
So you will never be stremded without money 

Easy to withdraw In case you need your money before youi deposit 
matures you can withdraw quickly and easily 

Over 59,000 branebea: You don t have to go out ol your way to save 
With over 59 000 branches there is sure to be one ni ar your home or 
plat e of work 



JOINT PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC SECTOR BANKS 


28 MEMBER BANKS 

• Allahabad Bank • Andhra Bank ■ Bank of Baroda ■ Bank of India • Bank of Maharashtra ■ Canara Bank • Central Bank of India * Corporation Bank • Dena 
Bank • Indian Bank • Indian Overseas Bank • New Bank of India • Oriental Bank ol Commerce • Pur^ab National Bank ■ Punjab & Sind Bank • State Bank 
ot India • Stats Bank of Bikaner & Jaipur • State Bank of Hyderabad • State Bank ol Indore • State Bank of Mysore • Stats Bank ol Patiala • State Bank of 
Saurashtra • State Bank ol Travancore ■ Syndicate Bank • UCO Bank • Union Bank ol India • United Bank ol India * Vijaya Bank 
_*_CkiwjSjremKI 





Sunil Qavaskar refuses MCC membership. • Kapil Dev becomes the first man to hit 
four sixes in an over in a Test match (Eng^land vs India). • Chess Grandmaster 
Raymond Keen, is asked by the British police to solve a case, using clues given by a 
suspect regarding the disappearance of Therese Terry. • English captain Graham 
Gooch slams 333, the sixth highest score in Test cricket against India in the first 
Test. • Leander Paes becomes world junior No. 1 after winning junior Wimbledon. • 
Australian, Tom Moody, hits the fastest century ever in 20 minutes. • Sergei 
Fyodorov, a member of the Soviet ice hockey team goes missing during the Goodwill 
Games, surfaces 48 hours later and seeks a ‘work permit’. • FIFA president, 
Havelange says USA will host the 1994 World Cup football. • Pat Cash weds Emily 
Bendit in Jamaica. The only guests were three friends and the two children he had 
with Anne-Britt Kristiansen. • Boxer Leon Calvin, son of former heavyweight 
champion Leon Spinks, shot dead in Illinois. • World Cup soccer star, Gheorghe 
Hagi marries his childhood sweetheart Elena. • Vijay Amritraj and US president, 
George Bush meet for discussions on India and tennis. • Indian chess Grandmaster, 
V. Anand qualifies for the Candidates chess championship. • Steffi Graf faced with 
severe sinus problems has to undergo an operation. • Maradona faces criminal 
charges in Italy for fighting with the police who had stopped his younger brother, 
Lalo, for driving without a licence. • English goalkeeper, Peter Shilton announces 
his retirement. • Model Nicole Meissner claims that Steffi GraFs father, Peter is the 
father of her 6-month-old child. • Gabriela Sabatini announces plans to market a 
perfume under her name in South America. • Pakistan enter a 16 member all-male 
team for a women’s international karate competition in Tokyo. • Ben Johnson says 
that he doesn’t want to race Carl Lewis in 1990. • Kuwaiti president of the Olympic 
Council of Asia, Sheikh Fadh al-Ahmed al-Sabah dies defending the royal palace 
against the Iraqi invasion. • Wife of Dutch soccer star Ruud Gullit seeks $2.5 million 
in a divorce suit. • Six times world snooker champion Steve Davis marries Judy 
Grieg, ex-airline stewardess, in London. • Said Aouita, world 1,500 and 5,000 m 
record holder, is operated on (both calf muscles). • Mike Tyson, former heavyweight 
champion, is declared the highest paid sportsman with an earning of $28.6 million. 
• Imran Khan opts out of the home series against New Zealand.His excuse is that the 
contest would be a mismatch. • Maradona says that he might be the manager of 
Argentina for the 1994 World Cup. • Seb Coe marries his fiancee Nicola Mclrvine in 
secret. • Jimmy Connors misses the US Open for the first time in 20 years. • WBC 
super middleweight champion. Sugar Ray Leonard said he would not defend his 
title. • Manoj Kothari becomes world amateur billiards champion. • Brazilian striker 
Romario. who plays for PSV Eindhoven, broke his leg for the second time this year 
after a hard tackle. • Igor Belanov, the first Soviet footballer to play in West 
Germany, has to pay a fine of 24,000 Marks for shop lifting. He was caught loading 
stolen clothing into his car. 
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Meet the part 
in your bike which is 
partly American. 


T our bike could be a 
Rajdoot Hero Honda Yamaha. 

TVS Suzuki Kawasaki Bajaj Bullet 
Yezdi 

Whatever the make, there's one part 
which comes as original equipment. 
Made by an Indian associate of an 
American company 
It's your chain 
Diamond Super Chain. 

It's manufaaured in India by 
Tl Diamond Cham Ltd, in technical 
collaboration with Diamond Chain 
Co., USA. And it is the chain that 
every bike manufarturer chooses to 
fit in his bike 

But why Diamond Super? 


Diamond Cham Co, USA has 
hundred years of expertise in the 
field And Tl Diamond's professionals 
have constant access to this expertise 

Together, they produce a chain that 
has very low elongation Undergoes 
surface hardening for longer life. 

Has thicker plates for greater 
strength. And is pre-lubricated for 
silent, smooth performance. 

With all this, chances are, you won't 
have to replace your original 
Diamond Super For a long time 

But when you do, insist on another 
Diamond Super Chain only. 

And keep the flag flying 



0 


product 


DIAMOND SUPER® 

Some things In a bike should stay oulglnifil- 



PATRCEAQAR 


SEPT. / OCT. 


YEAREhO 


SPECIAL 




Graham Gooch Mohinder Amarnath 


• Indian badminton international, Sanjay Sharma, suspended by the Bad¬ 
minton Association of India for his hard hitting articles in a south India based sports 
magazine. • England captain, Graham Gooch breaks his thumb attempting a catch 
in the slips. • Mohinder Amarnath walks tor charity from Lord’s to Lambeth Palace, 
London, to raise money for a church fund. • Jordan pulls out of the Beijing Asian 
Games due to financial crisis • Atlanta, USA, is awarded the 1996 Olympics. • Javed 
Miandad declines the captaincy of the Pakistan team for the series against New 
Zealand. • Sir Richard Hadlee flays the Pakistan Board for refusing to appoint 
neutral umpires for the Pak-NZ series. • Iraq expelled from the Olympic Council of 
Asia. • Ben Johnson’s two-year ban comes to an end • FIFA come out with an 
interesting concept to end the goal drought in the World Cup. Increase the size of the 
goal. • The Indian contingent in Beijing protest against the lack of equipment. Some 
of them couldn’t participate in the opening ceremony because they didn’t have shoes. 
• Indian long distance runner Dina Ram claims that he would have won a gold if he 
had been provided with proper shoes • Leander Paes leaves BAT. • French sprinter 
Daniel Sangouma loses both the 80 and the 60m race against a horse at the St. Cloud 
race track In France. • India put in a bid for the 1992 Champions Cup hookey 
tournament, e Pele says that he will run for the presidentship of Brazil in 1994. e 
Newspaper magnate Ramoji Rao announces his plan to produce a Telegu movie 
starring Indian athlete Ashwini Nachappa. • Barbara Jacket, head coach of the 
women’s athletics team for the 1992 Olympics, arrested on felony charges for filing 
false vouchers at Prarie View A&M University. • Vijay Amritraj announces his 
retirement from tennis and plans to float his own television broadcasting network in 
California. • Kerry Packer, owner of Channel Nine suffers a massive heart attack 
while playing polo, • Milkha Singh, ‘The Plying Sikh’, comes up with a solution for 
the problems plaguihg Indian sport—let the Army handle it, • Sachin Tendulkar is 
seen at the maburat of Andaz Apna Apna, a Hindi movie. e Maradona complains 
about ‘feeling old’ on his 30th birthday. 
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BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP ’90 


December 23*30,1990. Calcutta 

Watch the best Indian men and women cagers 
vying for the coveted Trophy Matches every 
day in morning and evening sessions at Netaji 
Indoor Stadium & at the WBBA grounds, Maidan 
(only preliminary matches) 

OiQdnibPd by 

WEST BENGAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 

Under the auspices ol 

BASKETBALL FEDERATION OF INDIA 










STATUTORY WARNING 


CIGAREHE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 




A BRAND OWNED BY ITC LTD. 
MADE IN INDIA 
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YEAR END 



Pele Javed Miandad 


Pole, 50, makes an emotional comeback to celebrate his birthday by playing for 
Brazil against some of the most famous names in soccer. • P K. Banerjee receives an 
honorary diploma froili the International Olympic Committee for ‘fair play’ • 
Jockey, Lester Piggot joins the comeback brigade. At 55 and after a 5 year lay off he 
is still optimistic. lAAF suspend Randy Barnes and Harry ‘Butch’ Reynolds for 
testing positive for banned substances • Bjorn Borg announces his comeback to 
tennis but says that he will stick to his wooden racket. • Javed Miandad, who finally 
relented and led the Pakistan side against New Zealand, steps down for Imran Khan 
for the series against West Indies. • Madan Lai announces his retirement from first 
class cricket. • The bald look is in. Tennis doubles pair Ouy Forget and Jakob Hlasek 
shave their heads in keeping with the latest fashion. And win the World Doubles 
Championship. • World Boxing Council decide that Evander Holyfield should fight 
Mike Tyson first before he takes on Qeorge Foreman. • Maradona says that he might 
quit Napoli and go and play in Japan. • Mike Oatting banned for one year for playing 
in South Africa. • AC Milan defeat Italian league winners Sampdoria 8-0, to win the 
European Super Cup for the second time. • National Olympic Committee of Germany 
have called for an urgent international inquiry into reports published in a magazine 
aUegring that East German sportspersons were using performance enhancing 
drugs which are banned. • Boxer Sugar Ray Leonard confirms that he would bo back 
in February after a 14 month layoff from the circuit. • Venkataraghavan created 
history when he became the first Indian Test cricketer to take up umpiring. • World 
Soccer magazine votes Lothar Matthaeus as the player of the year. • Aga Khan shuts 
bin 90 horse stable in Britain, cl aimin g inadequate scientific procedures that led to 
the recent drug related disqualifications of one of his fillies. • Mike T^son knocks 
out Alex Stewart. • Paavo Nurmi, winner of 10 Olympic gold medals in the 1920’8. 
was supposed to have used a drug containing male hormones, to boost his perform¬ 
ance. 


COMPILED BY AVIK LEE & K.O. JACOB 
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Pu* nt ' THEODORE 'TED' 

f, ^ V 'T^NLING fashion designer 

^ ‘ par excellence who 

^ I revolutionised women 8 

wear and was one of 
the sports foremost 
historians died at the age of 

Born in Eastboui ne 
England on June 23 1910, 
Tmhng’s involvement with tennis dates back to 
1925 when he umpired matches for the legendary 
French star Su/anne Lenglen on the French 
Riveira 

Doyen of sports designers, Tinhng’s most 
famous creation was undoubtedly 'Gorgeous 
Gussy Moran s lace panties which she wore at 
Wimbledon in 1948 He was always ahead of his 
time in his creations, unfortunately Gussy 
Moran’s lace panties led to a 20 year-old 
difference of opinion between Tinling and the All 
England Club Tinhng’s services were thereafter 
terminated Lace though continued to adorn the 
panties of many top tennis players until well into 
the 1980s 






--j LEV YASHIN one of the 

most exciting goalkeepers 
of the 20th century di^ on 
jHf March 21,1990 at the age 

V ^ Yashin gave goalkeeping 

~ ^ ttew dimension with his 

dynamic and athletic 
displays He was also one of 
BKBHHIHiBEj the first Soviet sportsmen 
who broke all barriers—imposed upon the world 
and Russia by the ‘Iron Curtain’—to become a 
Household name beyond his own country 
Known as the ‘Black Panther', the former 
Moscow Dynamo player was voted European 
Footballer of the Year in 1963 He was the only 
goalkeeper to have won the award 
Yashin’s success as goalkeeper came imtially 
when he was chosen to play ice hockey with 
Moscow Dynamo which was known as the club of 
the KGB He won his first soccer cap in 1954 and 
went on to earn 78 more With him in goal 
Dynamo won the Russian league title five times 
A modest man, he wore his fame hghtly, living 
m a simple two bedroomed flat in Mosopw Till his 
death, Yashn remained an amateur footballer 



‘BOBBY’ TALYARKHAN 


ARDESHIR FURDCXINJI 
SOHRABJI TALYARKHAN 
better known as ‘AFST’ or 
Bobby’ died on July 13 at 
CCI campus He was 94 
As far as Indian sports 
journalism and 
broadcasting were 
concerned he was the 
■greatest his contribution 
unparalled Bobby Talyarkhan pioneered the 
concept of ball-by-ball commentary in cricket and 
his feats behind the microphone were 
remarkable The magical spells lyhich he wove 
around the audience through his commentaries 
earned him rare accolades 

AFST enjoyed the monopoly of AIR till the 
authorities were instigated to ask him foi a share 
m the honours, which he refused and thereafter 
quit the commentary box on principle 
He later dabbled in journalism after his stint 
with AIR by writing columns in Blitz and Mid 
Day While his pi ominence in sports journalism 
IS acknowledged he was also an all round writer, 
social commentator and political analyst 


SIR LEN HUTTON who has 
scored more runs them any 
other English cricketer m a 
Test match died at the age 
of 74 

The former Yorkshire 
and English batsman’s 
career spanned 22 years 
during which he recorded 
129 first class centuries 
His innings of 364 against Austraha m 1938 at 
the Oval is the highest Test score by an 
Englishman 

Sir Len’s cricketing career took o^ to a bnlhant 
start, when In 1949 he completed 3,000 runs in a 
season for the first time and in June the same 
year scored a record 1,204 rims in a month 
Thereafter, he captained England m 1962 
bnngmg the Ashes back home the fiallowmg year 
for the first time m 22 years Sir Len retired after 
a distmguished career in 1956 
He later became the second Enghsh cricketer 
after Sir Jack Hobbs to be knighted for his 
services to cricket, and also a national team 
selector He played 79 times for 

England, scormg 19 centuries and totalhng 
around 6,971 runs at an average of 56.97. 
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Vital tips 
for exciting writing 




















































EVERY CEA'TfPfi fW^iORN TOUGH. 
TO TAME THE WILDEST OF TERRAINS. 
AND ENSURE THE SAFETY OF 
THOSE WHO RIDE ON IT. 



















T yson down. Graf down. Bubka 
down. Lewis down. Maradona 
down. Viv down. Usha down. 
McEnroe down. Ballesteros down. Van 
Basten down. Jahangir Khan down... 

Whose poster can you slap up on your 
wall, kiddos, there ain’t no heroes left? 
Zilch. Zero. 

Or are you thinking Agassi, ‘Buster’ 
Douglas, Gascoigne, Barnes? 

Agassi wears neon knickers, can’t find 
a razor for all his millions, calls the 
establishment ‘bozos’, skips Wimbledon 
and alienates his peers. Becker reveals, 
that once on a flight to Japan with Lendl 
and Edberg, he had a terrible fear the 
plane would crash. His worries were not 
linked to his own death, but that Agassi 
would then be No.l. 

‘Buster’ Douglas shook Tyson and us 
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with a right-left combination and re¬ 
sponded to the responsibility of being 
World Champion by turning a glutton. He 
arrives 38 pounds overweight for his 
first title defence against Evander Holy- 
field, eats $100 worth of food in the 
sauna, and then gets $24 million for wad¬ 
dling three rounds. 

Paul Gascoigne throws a glass of coke 
at a colleague who talks to the press at 
the World Cup, is foul in speech and tack¬ 
les, is called as ‘daft as a brush’ by his 
manager, and cries when he is thrown off 
the field. 

Randy Barnes, war dances on breaking 
the world indoor and outdoor shot-put 
records, picks up 
sweet bonuses, is 

shocked to find his I_ 

bann 

by com 
plaining about the 
money he’ll lose 
because of a ban. j 

We do not quest '' kV' 

the ^ 

these gentlemen; 
we merely wonder 
whether we want 
champions like 
them? Would you want your son to be 
an Agassi? Not me, buddy. 

Take a wider view of sport though— 
cockeyed rules, outrageous moneys, a 
new culture of selfish individualism, im¬ 
age not substance, a benign attitude to 
dope, the loss of nobility—then perhaps it 
fits. Sport with no character, deserves 
such characters. The future looks ter¬ 
rifying. 

What happened to sport in 1990? 
Prostitution, says Mac the Rebel, spe¬ 
cifically, the ITF Grand Slam Cup that 
offers $ 2 million to its champion. If Pete 
Sampras is assured of $300,000 after win¬ 
ning the first round there, just $50,000 
less than his US Open purse, then you 


Clockwise from 
bottom: German 
captain Lothar 
Mottnoeus with the 
mass of twisted 
metal that 
symbolises 
supremacy in world 
soccer 

Imran Khan colls 
the shots in 
Pakistan 
cricket...arKi no 
one objects. 
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Tyson falls to 
Buster Douglas. 

The new 
champion faced 
a similar fate a few 
months later 

'It's a year I would 
like to forget': 
Steffi Graf was one 
of the superstars 
who disappointed 
inlWO 









From left to right: 
When the joy of 
victory ended, 
backbiting become 
the favourite pxist 
time of the 
Cameroon footboll 
team 

Amidst the paucity 
of heroes the 
eccentric Gazzo 
and the 
couldn't-care- 
less Andre Aoassi 
were two of the 
characters of the 
year 


know sport is out of sync. “Money 
whores”, snapped McEnroe at nobody in 
particular, and he was right. 

The Olympic movement, the last bas¬ 
tion of idealism, the epitome of purity, 
was not to go unscathed either. “Coca- 
Cola won over the Parthenon”, cried 
Greece’s cultural minister Melina Mer¬ 
couri, when Atlanta was awarded the 
1996 Olympics instead of Athens. Amer¬ 
ica’s deep South, where anything and ev¬ 
erything was free for Olympic delegates, 
raised the delicate issue of whether sub¬ 
tle bribery was being masqueraded as 
hospitality. Mercouri’s insinuation was 
obvious—even the Olympics could be 
bought. 

Athletes too continued to sell their 
skills under the pretext of being profes¬ 
sionals ekeing out a livelihood. More like 
amassing a fortune, but rarely has that 
been argued. Make your money and re¬ 



Clamping down on 
indiscipline. The 
players at the 
WorIcfCup sow red 
and yellow more 
than any other 
colour 



tire has been the acceptable dictum. Yet 
retirement is not productive usually, the 
lure of the dollar irresistible. And so a 
new equation emerged—make, retire, 
comeback, make more. In the process, 
what it does more often than not, is to 
tarnish an athlete’s previously glow¬ 
ing reputation. Take Sugar Ray 
Leonard. Fight master of 
the lower weights, a blend 
of beauty, arrogance, 
character, 


skill. Yet his now-I’m-retired-and-now- 
I’m-not act has become boring. His fights 
in 1988-89-90 against Hagier, Hearns and 
Duran, farcical. In 1991 he will fight an 
opponent five years older than his eldest 
son. Sugar Ray talks titles, but only after 
he’s pocketed the money. Example of 
how a legend has become a bad joke. 

On older issues too, there were new 
scars—like racism in sport. If 1989 
opened fresh debate on South Africa, in 
1990, America, the land of human rights 
suffered. The entire golf community 
went slack-jawed on discovering that the 
Shoal City Country Club, site of the PGA 
Championships, did not admit black 
members. Sponsors like IBM withdrew, 
the tournament was in jeopardy, until the 
Club temporarily defused the situation 
by inducting an honorary black member. 
Too late had come the realisation that 
golf’s Grand Slam tournaments were 







talents, which makes you wonder 
whether he enjoys what he does. 

Collectively too, as teams, they appal¬ 
led. New Zealand cricketers left Pakistan 
with sulks and complaints of bowlers 
tampering with the seam. 

Argentina desecrated the World Cup 
Final with crude play, and the disputed 
penalty in the final was a perfect anti¬ 
climax to the disappointing month long 
Cup. Even Cameroon, brought together 
by huge incentives, deceived us with 
their passionate play, by publicly belit¬ 
tling each other the moment their Cup 
had ended. 

America put the lid on the year, with a 
shameless manipulation of the rules at 
the Davis Cup Finals. Their controversial 
surface and deliberate late start 
forced an American commentator to say, 
“If Dwight Davis were alive he would 
have vomited on the court”. 





There were people and occasions 
which brought a smile, a tear and a 
wonderment that we believe sport is for, 
but they were too infrequent. They are 
no longer the rule but the exception. The 
more we look back at Baron Coubertin’s 
words of ‘It is not the winning but the 
taking part that counts', the more naive it 
seems. Sport has transcended all that sil¬ 
ly virtue—it is a business. A business of 
winners. And whether you wear neon 
knickers, doesn’t matter.# 












^^Vt's a red alert, 
I watch out for 
I fun,” read the 
■■poster on the 
door. I took a deep 
breath. Pushed, opened 
the door. And gingerly 
stepped inside. That was 
six months ago. 

I was another of those 
blokes who had just 
completed graduation. 
Now it was all about 
jobs...career...life! Then 
I got this break. Sure, I 
was doubtful, even 
afraid. Because I was a 
‘fresher’, a ‘rookie’, in 
every sense of the word. 
I did not know what to 
expect. 

I stepped inside and 
what do I see? The guys 
are all lounging around, 
talking about movies, 
politics, music, every¬ 
thing except sport. The 
fervour of their discus¬ 
sions was contagious, 
but how could I give my 
opinion? Whatever the 
topic, the depths they 
plumbed were alarming. 
I realised that here was a 
group of intellectuals. 

Journalism is consi¬ 
dered a strange job and 
Journalists considered 
even stranger creatures 
(even I thought so). The 
first three days I just 
hung around, getting 
my bearings and doing 
precious little. On the 



fourth day, Pradeep 
Paul hands me a telex 
copy, almost half my 
height (about 3 feet), 
and says, ‘Reggie, your 
first job. Sub (journal¬ 
ist’s jargon for editing) 
this and then make the 
pages.’ ‘Hey what’s hap- 
peningf?’ I asked myself. 
‘This story has been sent 
by an experienced wri¬ 
ter, now in Italy cover¬ 
ing the World Cup. and 
I’m asked to edit that!’ 
Finally I got down to it 
and a painstaking two- 
hour slog later, I Anally 
managed. 

The copy then went. 
Arst to Mudar Patherya 
and then to Paul him¬ 
self. There I stood, Asts 
clenched behind my 
btick, biting my lip and 
feeling like a little 
schooltwy waiting for 
that condescending nod 
from the teacher. Final¬ 
ly it was over. The copy 
was despatched to the 
Photo Typesetting de¬ 
partment. I had passed. 
‘Well done’ I told myself. 


I stuck on assiduous¬ 
ly, assimilating as much 
info and knowledge as I 
could gather. And some¬ 
where along the way, 1 
fell into a groove. I had 
found myself a niche in 
the department. 

A department, where 
all the nine people com¬ 
plement each other. 
Each one an authority in 
one discipline or 
another. Temperaments 
and views could not be 
more diverse, yet there’s 
an overwhelming ele¬ 
ment of camaraderie at 
work. For, the job is 
stressAil, but everyone 
does his own bit and 
then lends a helping 
hand. Strings do snap at 
times—told you the 
pressure was harsh— 
but then we are also 
human. 

The pressure of meet¬ 
ing declines so often, is 
tough. And handling 
the pressure takes its 
toll. People change to 
adapt, and adapt to I 
change. Writing is an I 


occupation both agonis¬ 
ing and thrilling. Ago¬ 
nising, because we 
sometimes spend hours 
thinking for that elusive 
word or phrase that 
would lend a sparkle to 
the copy. ’Thrilling, be¬ 
cause the results are evi¬ 
dent. There is, of course, 
the satisfaction that one 
gets in seeing his brain¬ 
child take shape, put in 
character and Anally see 
it blossom in print. That 
is what, I presume, 
keeps us going. 

It would perhaps take ^ 
pages to explain the - 
emotions, the persever¬ 
ance and the thoughts 
that go into making the 
magazine we come out 
with every week. As for 
me. I’ve learnt that cer¬ 
tain things cannot be ex¬ 
plained, only experi¬ 
enced. Like the irony in 
the fact that I was 
assigned to write the 
freewheeling for the 
year-end special. I’ve 
only been part of the 
magazine for the latter 
half of the year! 

Well, folks, that is the|| 
charm of journalism. 
And the mystique of this 
editorial team. 

Maybe the poster on 
the door should have 
read ‘Welcome to orga¬ 
nised Chaos’! 

K.O.Jwwb 
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WATCH 

AVOLCANO 

ERUPT 


India January 5th, 8th and 
13th A volcano called 
Super Soccer '91 brings Holland's 
internationally renowned football 
team PSV Eindhoven in direct 
confrontation with India's best 
PSV 

Eindhoven 
winners of the European Cup in 
1988, Dutch Cup Champions 6 
times, Dutch League Champions 
11 times. Managed by Bobby 
Ftobson, renowned trainer coach, 


THE EUROHEROES 
ARE COMING 


who takes over PSV after a 
successful World Cup campaign 
for England Boasting World 
Cup stars like Romano, Gerets, 
Chovanec. Popescu, Van 
Breukelen and Koeman Here to 
face India's 
power-packed teams 


Super Soccer'91 Be there 
when the volcano erupts 
In New Delhi Bangalore 
And Calcutta 


DATE 

VENUE 

TWE 


SthJan 91 

JAWAHARlANBflU 

215PM 


8ltiJafi'91 

STADIUM, NEWDELHI 
CHIWASWAMY STADIUM 

215PM 


ISthJan 91 

BANGALORE 

SALTLAKE STADIUM 

2 30PM 
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CALCUTTA 
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